HOLMES’ CORNER

by James L. Holmes

USGA Green Section
Mid-Continent Director

The Green Committee Seminar sponsored by the
Chicago District Golf Association held at Butterfield
Country Club on November 15, was indeed a success.
Accolades to Mr. Ralph Peterson, Chairman of the
Chicago District Golf Association, Green Committee,
and others responsible for the program, are in order.
A considerable amount of meaty information was made
available to those present, which included club offi-
cials, golf professionals, club managers and golf course
superintendents. Discussions concerning budgets and
golf car operations seem to be of greatest interest.
Jerry Dinelli had some great ideas on mechanization
in the future and we were all interested in hearing
his comments about the closed-circuit T.V. progress
at Northmoor Country Club. Charlie Wilson was his
usual sintillating self, as master of ceremonies, and
kept all the speakers on time, which is no small task
in itself.

All the golf courses Lee Record and | have visited
since early October are in excellent condition and
turf is “going to bed” in top shape.

Certainly, we must be on the look-out for ab-
normally dry conditions or ice sheet formation which
may develop during the coming winter and early
spring. It is interesting to observe that most golf
course superintendents have gone back to topdress-
ing. Or, certainly more topdressing is being done at
present than was done only five years ago. Mr.
Record said that fairly heavy topdressing in late fall
is a fairly common practice in New Englanddas, in
their opinion, turf on greens winters much better,
when topdressing is used.

Last week, | had the pleasure of visiting the state
owned golf courses in Kentucky. No doubt few peo-
ple are aware that Kentucky currently is operating
twelve golf courses in the state park system. | am
not aware that any other state has such an energetic
golf course program. Their courses are a great at-
traction and entice many people to make greater use
of the parks system. Throughout the state there is an
interesting combination in use of bermudagrass, Zoy-
sia, bentgrasses and bluegrasses. One of their biggest
problems, is that of obtaining, training and keeping
competent help.

| had the opportunity to spend a week on the
Costa del Sol in Spain, by taking advantage of the
Chicago District Golf Association’s weekly jaunts into
this area. My wife and | had an absolutely fantastic
time and would defintely recommend this trip to
anyone having the opportunity to go. There are five
golf courses where trip participants can play. Most
of them are interesting lay-outs with good turf and
playing conditions; comparable to the average or
better courses in the greater Chicago area. | was
amazed at the amount of bentgrass. Not only are all
greens bentgrass but considerable bentgrass is present
on tees and in fairways. Actually, | suppose this
shouldn’t be too much of a surprise as the Costa del
Sol area reminds one very much of southern Cali-
fornia and Arizona. The Spanish, at least those we
come in contact with, are gracious and hospitable
people,

A Complete Line of Turf Chemicals
Proved in-Use...from
THE GROWING WORLD OF

VU VELSICOL

For Weed Control:

BANVEL" 4-S

Versatile new herbicide effective in both

warm and cool weather. Attacks weeds thru
leaves and roots. Ideal for control of chickweed,
clover, and many other weeds.

BANVEL® + 2, 4-D

A combination product that enables you to
control more hard-to-kill weeds more effectively.
Kills dandelion, wild garlic and others.

For Insect Control:

CHLORDANE 25G

America's leading turf insecticide. Nothing
better for control of grubs, wireworms, sod
webworms, ants, etc. Excellent for control of
earth worms, Easy to apply.
CONTACT YOUR DISTRIBUTOR FOR:
BANDANE® -1
PESTMASTER® MEMMI 8EC
METHYL BROMIDE PMA 10

VELSICOL CHEMICAL CORPORATION
341 E. Ohio Street Chicago, IIl. 60611

THIRAM™ PMA
THIRAM™ 75

BURDETT'S, INC.
Seeds *® Fertilizers ® Golf Course Supplies

Swift Road at North Avenue
P. O. Box 186 Lombard, Ill. 60148
Phone 312-629-1123

Uramite and NuGreen

Rainbird & Nelson
Sprinklers and Valves

Myers Sprayers and Pumps

All Insecticides and
Fungicides

Weed Killers —
Soil Sterilents

PROMPT SERVICE




