
TO: GCSAA Chapter Editors and Advertiser Prospects.
FROM: Thomas J. O'Hara, Managing Editor
SUBJECT: Content Scheduled for the August Issue of
THE GOLF SUPERINTENDENT.

Scheduled for publication in the August 1968 issue
of THE GOLF SUPERINTENDENT is an article by William
Cordukes of the Plant Research Institute, Ottawa, Cana-
da, on compaction and wear of turfgrass:

/I ••• Research has approached the problem from
two directions. On the one hand, there are studies
of the physical properties of soil in relation to plant
growth and the possibility of improving the soil
with additives before grass has been establ ished.
The other approach has been to study artificially
compacted turfgrass areas or to work on already
compacted sites by means of surface tillage treat-
ments and equipment to relieve the effects of com-

paction ... /1

/I ••• Merion bluegrass was particularly striking in
its ability to recover from severe wear and tear of
the compaction machine (an aerifier was equipped
with metal shoes) ... /1

Also in the August issue will be an article by Stan
Fredericksen, Sales Manager of Mallinckrodt Chemical
Works, St. Louis, Missouri, titled, "Poa Annua-Friend
or Foe?/I Here is an excerpt from the article which
you may use in your local chapter newsletter:

/I ••• Just what is poa annua? To you and
other qualified golf course superintendents and turf
managers this is a presumptuous question. Every
one of you know what it is. What many do not
know is how to control it, if they want to. And I
say "if they want to" advisedly, because there is
always the question whether poa annua is a friend
or foe-and if it's a friend of the superintendent,
he will many times want to keep it, rather than
control it ...

/I ••• As all of you know, poa annua follows
one of the basic laws of nature-it wants to grow,
and in many areas it gains a real strong foothold
because its time of maximum growth is during
periods when the desirable turfgrasses it infests
are not in their best season of growth. For example,
it grows most actively in Bermudagrasses, when
these warm season grasses are dormant. Then, when
the Bermuda is ready to break dormancy, the poa
usually is so well established that it crowds out
or shades off the Bermuda, so that it cannot emerge
properly from dormancy and become established
for the summer. Then, in summer, when the poa
"qoes out" the area beneath is the tan color of the
still-dormant Bermuda, which only then can be-
gin to emerge from dormancy and turn green.

"Poa infestation of bluegrass and bentgrass areas
is even more complex, in that the situation is just
reversed. . ."
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JUST THINKING
We should move up a bit each year. No man has a

right to be as ignorant, as lazy as he was the year
before. The law of life is the law of growth. We either
go forward or backward. The road forward is uphill
and hard to travel, but the higher the hill the finer the
view. Keep going up-up beyond petty things, be-
yond the tiny things, overlooking, ignoring, and for-
giving, with hearts too big to cherish hatred and
malice, and souls that search the heavens for their
inspirations.
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Ask about our complete
line of Turf products for
all Golf Course Main-
tenance.
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Tel. LE 7-2177
ARTHUR CLESEN

I.M.C. Plant Foods TERRA-GREEN
Pioneer Chain Saws Regular & Jumbo

CLEARY'S TURF SPRAYS
611 So. Wolf Rd. Wheeling, III.

MILORGANITE
USED AND PREFERRED BY

GOLF COURSES EVERYWHERE

H & E Sod Nursery, Inc.
4301 W. Flossmoor Rd.

Tinley Park, Illinois
312 798-2210

"PURE TO STRAIN"
GROWN ON STERILIZED SOIL TO IN-
SURE FREEDOM FROM POA ANNUA
AND OTHER FOREIGN GRASSES.
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