SPRING OBSERVATIONS

March 15, 1966

The weather can bring about some unusual situa-
tions and developments. Here in 1966 March has been
a spring month. In 1965 March was a winter month
with 24" of snow. The grass was as green in Chicago
in March as it is in Florida, in fact after a freeze in
southern Florida about February 1st, the turf in the
Chicago area was greener. The Bermuda grasses in
the south turned absolutely brown and did not re-
cover for two or three weeks.

The turf in the Chicago area came through the
winter in excellent condition. The danger of disease
is not entirely past. According to Jim Holmes the
eminent authority and second best bridge player in
Chicago, some danger of snowmold from late snow
falls still might occur, though it would likely be the
Fusarium (pink) variety rather than the Typhula or
grey variety which is hardest to control. Also, about
this time of the year, leaf spot can be a pest and
should be treated promptly.

Prices this spring on equipment and supplies in
the turf industry, do not show too much effect of
inflation. There have been some increases but not
to the extent expected last fall. Generally, manufac-
turers have held the line largely because of competi-
tion. Some metals of course, have become scarce and
subject to allocation, namely copper and mercury, re-
sulting in much higher prices on mercuric fungicides
and brass goods. Comparison of prices in the spring
of 1965 and 1966 shapes up something like this:

Plant foods and chemicals ... no change
Fungicides, Insecticides & Weed Killers .... no change
Grass Seed .. e . up 20-257%,
MOWersnt,, oM Ly ks o hln ] la L~ N no change
Machinery and equipment ... . no change
Green and tee equipment up 10%

Irrigation equipment .. up 10%

As the season advances some shortages and delays
on metal products will develop. The danger of in-
flation resulting in higher prices and wages has de-
finitely not been abated.
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Civil Engineer

Irrigation, Drainage, Water Supply, Pumping Plants
Design — Reports — Consultation — Supervision

18357 Homewood Ave, Homewood, Illinois

MILLBURN Peat Moss

SAVES TIME!I SAVES MONEY!
PROMPT DELIVERY ON BULK TRUCKLOADS
Write, or phone collect: (A/C 317) 583-4411 for details
MILLBURN PEAT (0., INC. P. 0. BOX 297 OTTERBEIN, INDIANA
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ORDER NOW FOR SPRING and SAVE

1719 Grove St.
Area Code 312 Apt. 8
729-4290 Glenview, lllinois
60025
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PRECISION BLENDED
TOP DRESSING

Custom blended to your specifications
by our modern equipment.

Buy when you need —
g&»mml‘eaaddqdaaa;e

We sell an air dried, uniform and
free flowing top dressing.

ASK THE MAN WO 1HAS USED IT.
HUMUS — BLACK SOIL

HENRY FRENZER

NEW Weather Control Shelters
Engraving — Styles — Colors 1‘
Tee Data SIGNS and BENCHES

Club Entrance & Grounds SIGNS

PARKWAY PRODUCTS
ENGRAVED REDWOOD SIGNS

For Information
/:d Quotations
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