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THE BUSINESS OF 1 URF - GOLF COURSE
SECTION - PURDUE - CLINIC

By
Bill Lyons, Supt. Firestone Country Club,

Akron, Ohio

Topic: "Snuing Money"
The subject, "Saving Money" in the turf business will

have as many va ried aspects as there are people growing
turf.

Whether you are a golf course owner, operator or a
superintendent, you have a basic philosophy about money.
Term it "Sense of Value."

Worth reading is a book entitled, "Have Fun With
Your Money." The author used the thesis that money
is only usable for the things and ideas that will satisfy
the human emotion, "I Wanta." He would have one
believe that money of itself is worthless after one has
satisfied all of his "I Wantas."

Were you one who saw the movie, "You Can't Take
It Wirh You"? This too is another outstanding thought
about the use of money.
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~ .~~ We Take Pleasure in Announcing

WE ARE NOW REPRESENTING
West Point Turfgrass Products New for '62
Goodall & Devere Commercial Rotary Power Mowers

- Specializing in Turfgrass Equipment -
FOR INFORMATION - DEMONSTRATION· PARTS & SERVICE - CONTACT

R. G. HOWE DISTRIBUTING COMPANY
7318 West Route 120

Box 487 Mc Henry Phone 385-0825

MILLBURN PeatMoss
SAVES TIME! SAVES MONEY!

PROMPT DELIVERY ON BULK TRUCKLOADS

Write, wire or phone CEntral 6-4246 for details
MILLBURN PEAT (0., INC., 111 NO. WABASH AVE., (HIU&O 2, ILL.
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ASPHALT DRIVEW A.YS - PARKING LOTS - ETC.
"Golf Course Work a Specialty"

LEMONT PAVING CO.
(RAY MURPHY TRUCKING)

115th & Archer Ave. (Rt. 4-A) - Lemont, Illinois
~ RAY MURPHY CL earwater 7-670-1
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TA leott 5-1495 Have Stumper • Will Travel

STUMP CUTTER
From Stump To Shavings At Real Savings

No stump to dig or pull :No large hole to fill
:No stump to haul

Otto E. Georgi 516 :N. :Northwest Highway
State Licensed Tree Expert Park Bldge, IllinoUi

Established 1930 :NELS J. JOH:NSON Tree Expert I
Tleliable, economical Tree Service for Priva.te Estates ..

Parks. Municipalities, Golf Courses, Cemeteries,
Schools, Industrial Areas.

All phases of Arboriculture - Pruning, Trea.tinc. FerUli- l
zation, Transplanting large trees. Hydraulic and l

Mist Spraying.
Correct Diagnosis and Cost Estimates

Graduate Arborists and Foresters - also
MIDWEST POWER TOOLS XNC. •

"Top Tree Tools" - Imported and Domestic
Incremen t Borers, Tree Calipers, Pruning Saws, Knives,
Pioneer Powersaws, Kieken Whirlwind Mistblowers and

Sprayers, Mitts & Merrill Wood Chippers.
SALES III SERVICE

Main Office-912 Pitner Avenue-Evanston, Illinois
Phones: GReenleaf 5-1877 - GReenleaf 5-5~5

"Five Ellums Arboretum"-Walnut Ave.-LibertTVille, m.
Phones: Libertyville 2-1121 - Barr:lna-ton 1088

~

RAPID SERVICE

KAHN BROS. CO.

WASHINGTON and TORONTO (CIS) STOLONS
SOD FOR ANY SITUATION

MERION AND KENTUCKY BLUE GRASS.
CREEPING BENT, FESCUE OR

MEYER (Z52) ZOYSIA

WARREN'S TURF NURSERY
8400 W. nUh STREET :-: Phone: GIbson 8-7200

PALOS PARK, ILLINOIS

V'ERTAGREEN 10-6-4 For Turf & Trees,
Containing Organics

VERTORGANIC 8-5-7

p~ dJ.~ p~ <fop <fWlj · · · · · ·
ARMOUR PRODUCES A PLANT FOOD FOR EVERY TURF FEEDING PROBLEM

ARMOUR AGRICULTURAL CHEMICAL COMPANY
Chicago Heights. Illinois -:- East 51. Louis. IlliDois

VERTAGREEN 10-8-6 For Professional Use

VERTAGREEN 12-3-6 Turf Formula
With U-F and Natural
Organic Nitrogen

Choose the one that's best for your needs,
fed turf.

and you can be sure of healthy, well



George Washington threw a silver dollar across some
river down east. What a piker he was compared to the
way presidents since have been throwing the stuff all
c'ver the world. Now that we have run out of worlds
we are allowing them to shoot if off into space at the
moon, planets and the sun.

Webster's definition of a golf course refers only to
land traveled. As you think of a golf course, think
of a modified natural area, maintained of grasses, trees}
water, sand and flowers in such a manner that it be-
comes irresistible (unresistible) to people.

To create these conditions in all their ramifications,
let us look on money as a tool to use wisely to produce
the:

"X" factor of satisfaction - for the
"Y" type of golfer - for the
"Z" type of management.

As a golf course owner, operator or superintendent it
is your job to use the five (5) facets of nature to pro-
duce the "X" factor of satisfaction, first for the customer,
Lc he junior learning the greatest game 011 a fee course
of a bank president on a most exclusive private club and
second for pride in yourself and your profession.

No matter whether yours is a public fee course or a
tournament quality country club, in each there have to
be standards of maintenance established and agreed upon
by management and the superintendent. It simply boils
down to a set of figures called a budget.

There are all kinds of golf courses being built and
older ones being revamped. Some of the new ones are
al ready bankrupt. Why? Did someone try to save
money by building on cheap, rough land? Was there
a golf market? Was the layout a 1910 model with
present day labor costs?

04. g c. god NUlUe/Uf, jnc.
191st St. (Flossmoor Road) &: Crawford Ave.

P.O. Box 140. Tinley Park. Ill. - Phone: SY 8-2210
Merion & Kentucky Blue Grass Sod

Toronto C-15 Bent Stolons & Sod at 1,4" height
Sure-Gro Lawn Food 12-6-6

c. E. STEWART
Civil Engineer

Irrigation. Drainage. Wa1er Supply. Pumping Pi(1Il1~

Design - Reports - Consultation - Super visio
18357 Homewood Ave. Homewood. Ill ino r-

PAUL E. BURDETT
Seeds - Fertilizers and Golf Course Supplies

MYERS SPRAYERS - AGRICO FERTILIZERS
E. I. DU PONT & CHIPMAN CHEMiCALS

P. O. Box 241, Lombard, Illinois - MA yfair 7-0232
Paul W. MA 7-0282 Jim MA 9-0223

Merion Blue • Zoysia • Kentucky Blue • Bents
- Penn Cross Bent Sod Now Available -

DEARIE AND STRUD SOD NURSERY, INC.
Route 2 - Box 100 - ELGIN, ILLINOIS

SH erwood 2-5030
GERALD D~A RIJ~

LJjjhigh 7-4394
JULIAN STI1UD
TErrace 2-7513

Others may fail because the promoter did not inform
the investor of the tremendous amount of water needed
for greens, and tees, to say nothing of fairways. This
is one area where short sighted savings may prove most
expensive.

Many of you are operating older courses that were
built using pipe sizes that are too small. Silver haired,
Chas. E. "Scotty" Stewart, has told us so often at these
conferences that we are paying for the right sized
pipe whether we install it or not due to the increased
power costs and the lack of enough water when we
need it.

Much midnight oil has been burned and a lot of
cheese eaten at these annual meetings discussing soil
structures in building or rebuilding greens and tees.
Money spent wisely in these areas is the first step in
saving money for the private club or in making a
"built in profit" for the fee course.

~'1r. P. K. \Vrigley, coined the slogan, "Fast nickles
are better than slow dimes." Many cou rses need a
practical golf designer to study the layout for possible
improvements to speed up play. Thus speed up the
number of rounds possible on the course and there by
increase the "cash flow" thru the till.

Perhaps design can't be altered to achieve the desired
results. What about maintenance? Are the golfers in
our way or are we in the way of the golfer? I t is
a matter of attitude. What's yours?
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