There was a time when people would wear a path to
your door to buy a better mouse trap. The chemical
industry ruined that path. On the other hand, at
Waverly, W. Va., people paved a road to Loren Parish’s,
Par-Mar-Pines Golf Course, because they are happy to
pay to play this beautiful course so well maintained.
His best customers are members of other country clubs.
Your customers have a “Sense of Value'” when it comes
to parting with their dough to play golf.

New Grasses on Old Courses

Many of the old grasses on the old courses are expen-
sive to maintain. Even on a new course Poa Annua
can be most expensive. All kinds of excuses are heard
when the Poa suddenly wilts and fades away as it did
on Saturday afternoon, August 5, 1961.

Here is what one bold course owner decided to do
after expensing Poa greens for 15 years. He reasoned
this way. “There is nothing wrong with his tight
clay soil! The weakness was with the original seeded
grasses.” His nursery practice green of a superior
stolonized bent on the same soil was beautiful and free
from Poa. A practice green is a test for any bent.”

In early November, (too late in our opinion) he
desodded a pot green with a modern sod cutter. With-
out modifying the tight soil he simply smoothed and
sodded with the bent from his nursery green. Green
was out of play not more than 4 days. After 2 vears
there is no Poa showing. Did he save money? l.ess
fungicide, Less syringing etc. Truly this is the

“X" factor of satisfaction — for the

“Y" type of (fee) golfer — for the

“Z" type of (profitable) Management. Himself.

USGA
WESTERN TURFLETTER — Bill Bengeyfield, Western Dir.

TOP DRESSING PUTTING GREENS:
OLD FASHIONED OR NOT?

In the early days of greenkeeping (and possession of
‘professional secrets’), top-dressing greens was a hard
and fast rule. Every few weeks the ritual was carried
out. But with the tick of the clock and swing of the
pendelum, the practice was largely discontinued during
and after World War 11 as good top-dressing material
became hard to find and labor costly. Only in the
past few years have the faults of both extremes (i.e. too
much vs. too little top-dressing) been exposed and
appreciated. Now a new era is upon us: one of an
adequate and sensible top-dressing program: proven
of importance to anyone desiring championship putting
surfaces.

Why Top Dress?

Top-dressing, or the spreading of a prepared soil
mixture over a green, has a great many advantages for
todays golfers and course superintendent. Not only
does it help create true putting surfaces, but also provides
fresh material for the growth of new grass stems and
runners, A tighter, denser turf is produced with finer
texture. It also contributes to thatch control and often
improves the “holding qualities” of a green. Al Radko,
USGA Eastern Green Section Director reports that
top-dressing greens just prior to the winter season helps
in preventig desiccation and winter injury. Dr.
Marvin Ferguson, Mid-Continent Director predicts
mare top-dressing will be needed during the next decade
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NOW--for the FIRST Time in Chicago!

Soil for Topdressing or for Topsoil

on New Greens mixed to your
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as heavy play continues. Old and new greens alike will
benefit from this practice.
The First Step:

Wheo will deny that unsuitable top-dressing materials
and incorrect methods of application were to blame for
many of our putting green troubles in the past? And
these same malpractices are being continued today on
many courses! Soil layers, different soil types, burying
turf mats, smothering and weed infestation still take
place. 'We must be alert to these problems and guard
against them.

One of the great difficulties encountered by superin-
tendents today is in ‘standardizing’ their top-dressing
material. Is is hard to locate good top soil in many
areas and even harder to find the same tvpe of soil
year after year. All too often the result is a top-
dressing preparation made from whatever materials
happen to be on hand or available at the moment.
This type of program is more likely to lead to
future trouble than it is to future progress. — Recog-
nizing this difficulty, many superintendents avoid
mp-drumn;s greens entirely and yet they realize they are
missing out on a most important and valuable manage-
ment practice. Is there an answer to this dilemma?
We believe so, but it is not an “easy” one.

In any form of agriculture, there is no substitute for
long range planning. It seems therefore, that the first
step in a top-dressing program is to determine what type
of soil mixture will be available and best for top-dressing
under your conditions for the foreseeable future. If the
present soil in greens has a history of success (good
drainage, deep rooting, minimum of compaction, etc.)
the top-dressing material should be of the same general
nature, if available. On the other hand, if it is not
available or if the greens are tight and compact readily,

then long range planning becomes of even greater im-
portance. In this case, a physit.al soil analysis (as
described in the USGA reprint Specificatiom for a

Method of Putting Green Construction”) should bc
made of those materials (soil, sand and organic matter)
that are and will be available to you at a cost within
budget means. The analysis will tell you what soil
mixture is best and this then becomes the permanent
mixture for all future top-dressings and construction,

“But what if we cannot find a permanent source of
soil for the mixture?”’ is the next question. The only
solution here seems to be in stockpiling sufficient soil
(at time of initial purchase) for as many years as the
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“Can't !p now, | have to the cup
in before this Fertil-Ade green closes
the hole.”

THE SEQUESTERED F34118V43 FERTIL-ADE and AQUA-SOL
AR T For 15 years Golf Course Superintendents

have relied on Fertil-Ade or Aqua-Sol for
Better Greens that stay Better.

No, 4

INSTANT _AQUA-SOL
25-10-20 This ratio of analysis scored
“Most Likely for best growth of lawns,
trees and flowers.”
Distributed by: George A. Davis, Inc. - R. L. Ryerson

SMITH EQUIPMENT and SUPPLY CO.
1615-21 N. Central Ave =

FERTIL-ADE, LIQUID
10-8-6
10-8-6 with extra chelated iron.
15-0-7%
15-0-7% with extra chelated iron.

Chitogo 39, llinois

MORE AND MORE MID-WEST GOLF COURSE SUPERINTENDENTS
ARE SWITCHING TO IMC FERTILIZER PRODUCTS. YOU, TOO,

CAN ENJOY OUTSTANDING RESULTS AT NO INCREASE IN COST.

INTERNATIONAL MINERALS & CHEMICAL CORP.

Qur Turf Specialists Are At Your Servicel

Skokie, lllinois “ie Phene YO 6-3000




present budget will allow, Continuous effort should
be made to find similar soil for future use and the
budget might be so set up that quantities of such soil
may be purchased as it becomes available.

Once the top-dressing mixture is determined, a long
range intensified aeration program must also be scheduled.
A minimum of three to five years of increased aeration
and top-dressing of old greens will be necessary to bring
about an improved condition in the soil profile, at least
to the depth of the aeration spoons. (See “Techniques”
below). Frequent aeration also has merit in that it will
prevent the burying of thatch or mat layers.

How Much How Often?

Although there are always exceptions, it seems that a
sound standard maintenance practice should include a
minimum of two putting green top-dressings annually.
Perhaps an optimum schedule would include three or
four annually, spaced throughout the active growing
season. Of course top-dressing during the heat of the
summer is usually avoided. Aeration (and removal of
soil cores) along with vertical mowing just prior to each
dressing has merit and is widely practiceed. (See
“Techniques” below).

Again, the exact amount of top-dressing per application
will vary according to each situation. However, for
the average 4,500 sq. ft. green a moderate dressing will
require from 1 to 1-1/2 cubic yards. If the aeration
holes are approximately 2 inches apart, from 1-1/2 to
2 cubic yards will probably be necessary.

Techniques For Methods of Application —

Unfortunately, the techniques of proper top-dressing
are sometimes overlooked or forgotten. But they can-
not be overstressed !

I. Greens should be fertilized approximately one week

to ten days before top-dressing and aeration.

2. Top-dressing material should be well screened and

“PMAS” - (Crobgrasss & Diseasa Contrel

“CADDY" - Economical Liguid Cadmium
Fungicide

“SPOTRETE™ - 75% Thivram Fungicide

‘1531 < The old relicble Codmium,
Tine, Colcium Fungicide

PM24-0" - The all around weed Killer
including Silvercrabgrass centrel.

81 L-WET" - Added to woler il allows
quicker and deeper penetratien...
enables seil te retain needed
meisture,

“THIMER” — A broad-spectrum wettable powder
fungicide and crabgrass killer containing phenyl
mercury and thiram.

“CAD-TRETE” a broad-spectrum wettable powder
fungicide containing cadmium and thiram.
“SUPER METHAR” — the new “AMA”
crabgrass killer.

DISODIUM METHYL ARSONATE
PRODUCTS FOR CRABGRASS CONTROL

CLEARY
PRODUCTS

Vi
BETTER

TURF

liquid

METHAR 80 METHAR 30 METHAR 30
Powder Powder Liquid
80% DSMA 50% DSMA 18.9% DSMA

American Research Associates Inc., - Subsidiary

W. A. CLEARY CORPORATION

NEW BRUNSWICK, N. J.

reasonably dry at application time. The putting

green surface should also be dry.

3. Even distribution of the top-dressing material is
essential. Some type of mechanical spreader seems
best as the art of evenly spreading soil by hand
with a shovel has been lost.

4. The use of boards or the back of rakes will move
the top-dressing more uniformly over the surface
(or into aeration holes) and better than drag or
link mats.

n

. The “boarding’” (or “matting”) operation should
be done very slowly and in several directions. If
the work is done rapidly (as is usually the case
today), the soil is not moved properly (it flies
about or bubbles over the mat or board) and does
not move into the minor depressions of the putting
green surface. A rushed job is not a professional job!

Preparation of Top-Dressing Material —

Just as it takes time to make good wine, so it does
to make a good soil! The nearly forgotten practice of
composting soils for top-dressing is finding renewed favor
today. There are an ever increasing number of capable
superintendents who will be preparing 1963's top-dressing
material this winter. It will be in storage for over a

MILORGANITE

USED AND PREFERRED BY
GOLF COURSES EVERYWHERE

ROSEMAN

{ 2620 CRAWFORD AVE. UNIVERSITY 4-1842
EVANSTON, ILLINOIS

TURF EQUIPMENT HEADQUARTERS

FORD TRAZTORS
TRENCHERS

SEEDERS

AERO-THATCH

ROYER COMPOST SHREDDERS
COOPER GREENS MOWER
LELY SPREADERS

ROSEMAN GANG MOWERS
ROSEMAN TILLER RAKES
LITTERLIFT SWEEPERS

Wo0DS LEAF MULCHERS

50D MASTER S0D CUTTER

PAR AIDE PRODUCTS

{  STANDARD PRODUCTS

SALES @ SERVICE @ PARTS @  RENTALS

FOR THE FINEST IN TURF MAINTENANCE SPECIALTIES 't
Manufacturers of Liquid Fertilizer Since 1939

“LIQUA-VITA" 15-10-5
12-4-12
The Original Liquid Plant Food for Turf
Does a Fine Job — Costs Less
FUNGICIDES INSECTICIDES
HERBICIDES WETTING AGENTS

AMERICAN LIQUID FERTILIZER CO., INC.

and

ROKEBY CHEMICA!L COMPANY
P.O. Box 267 - Marietta, Ohio - Phone: FR 3-1394




ear and a friabl free soil will s .
y f e, homogencous, weed oils. TA Icott 5.1495 Have Stumper - Will Travel |
result because of this type of planning and organization.
Soil sterilization for weed control — advocated as STUMP CUTTER :
A . ; From Stump To Shavings At Real Savings
early as I?32 by Dr: John Monteith of the Green Mo stump to dig oF pull - Wo: large hole'$5, #i1
Section — is now gaining favor throughout the country. No stump to haul
next Western Turfletter will deal with soil Otto E. Georgi 516 N. Northwest Highway
Th{: " c_ . v S . v . State Licensed Tree Expert Park Ridge, Ilinois
sterilization techniques and materials in detail. }
When preparing top-dressing material, every effort
should be made to mix the soil, sand and organic ———
matter thoroughly. In fact, it may be ‘turned’ occasion- Established 1930  NELS J. JOENSON  Tree Expert
hi 1 1 LF e Relinble, economical Tree Service for Private Estates,,
;}H “t?:[e o s;ltorzll}gee = b;mg a::’ulz af be;{t” ds‘i‘)l[ bl Parks. Municipalities, Golf Courses Cemsteries, }
er the mix has Deén made, a check or prl an u e chools, Industria reas.
% 3 |
: 5 . 2 All phases of Arboriculture — Pruning, Treating, Fertili-
salt !eve{s should be conducted and adjustments carried D T e e eatnE. :
out if necessary. Mist Spraying.
C:)lrrect Diggnosm and F(‘30:;!; hstlmat:?
@ - Graduate Arborists and Foresters — so
IN SUMMARY —
4 MIDWEST POWER TOOLS INC.
T . . - ok alene “Top Tree Tools" — Imported and Domestic
lhcre_arc Sty thmgs ong n_ught Ady for or against Increment Borers, Tree Calipers, Pruning Saws, Knives,
top-dressing. It may be expensive and labor costs may Pioneer Powersaws, Kieken Whirlwind Mistblowers and
. . . 5 Sprayers, Mitts & Merrill Wood Chippers.
be high. It does require advanced planning and organ- SALYS 5 SERVICE
ization. But the strange and unbeatable fact is that — Main cnmao—m:1 Pitner Avanno—-n"l.:lm;l. s—?:l;sm
as of_ t}_ns moment — no subst_itute ha.'s‘ yet be!:n found “Five MIINIE B aings f",._:s;.w.,
for it in the production of high quality golfing turf. Phones: Libertyville 2-1121 — B

And today's golfer expects — yes, demands just that!

North - South - East - or West !
< H {IN NORTHERN ILLINOIS)
X a We Take Pleasure in Announcing I-I UID MOR LIFE
WE ARE NOW REPRESENTING e
West Point Turfgrass Products — New for ‘62
Goodall & Devere Commercial Rotary Power Mowers 1 = Ay

— Specializing in Turfgrass Equipment —
FOR INFORMATION - DEMONSTRATION - PARTS & SERVICE — CONTACT

R. G. HOWE DISTRIBUTING COMPANY -
7318 West Route 120
Box 487 Mc Henry . Phone 385.0825 | KARN EROS. CO. Boulevard 8-0640 ‘

MILLBURN Peat Moss | o a

A e oy g Pt WASHINGTON and TORONTO (C15) STOLONS

PROMPT DELIVERY ON BULK TRUCKLOADS SO0D FOR ANY SITUATION

Write, wire or phone CEntral 6-4246 for details
MERION AND KENTUCKY BLUE GRASS
MILLBURN PEAT (0., INC., 111 NO. WABASH AVE., CHICAGO 2, ILL. 2!
s CREEPING BENT, FESCUE OR

e ' MEYER (Z52) ZOYSIA

ASPHALT DRIVEWAYS - PARKING LOTS - ETC.

“Golf Course Work a Specialty” WARRENI’S TU RF NURSERY

115th & Archer Ave. (Rt. 4-A) — Lemont, Illinois
RAY MURPHY CL earwater 7-6701 PALOS PARK, ILLINOIS

Proper Qeeding Produces Top Terf. . . . . . |
ARMOUR PRODUCES A PLANT FOOD FOR EVERY TURF FEEDING PROBLEM

VERTAGREEN 10-8-6 For Professional Use VERTAGREEN 10-6-4 For Turf & Trees,
Containing Organics
VERTAGREEN 12-3-6 Turf Formula VERTORGANIC 8-5-7

With U-F and Natural
Organic Nitrogen

Choose the one that's best for your needs, and you can be sure of healthy, well

fed turt.
ARMOUR AGRICULTURAL CHEMICAL COMPANY

Chicago Heights, Illinois 2= East St Louis, Illinois
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