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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
"Assuming that you were a member of a club who

"vas given the responsibility of procuring a progressive
golf course superintendent for your club - What are
10 of the most important questions you would ask the
applicants for the job?"

"What, in the consensus of opinions among your
members, are the ten most important phases of golf
course maintenance knowledge that golf course superin-
tendents must possess in order to be qualified as a
progressive golf course superintendent?"

1hese two good thought provoking questions have
been submitted to the members of the Midwest Associa-
tion by 1\I1r. Frederick Bove, President of the Southern
California Chapter of the GCSAA. The results of this
inquiry will help constitute a basis for a proposed
educational program among our southern California
colleagues. This su rvey will be presen ted to the rnern-
bership for discussion at our next meeting. I think
that we may assume that the first question pertains to
one's character and experience; the second question re.e-s
to one's techical and administrative abilities.

It is interesting to note that a former member of
the Midwest Association, Dave Mastroleo, is the
secretary of the Southern California Chapter.

Don't miss the opportunity to play golf at our next
meeting. Lake Shore Country Club (Adolph Bertucci,
Supt.) is one of the outstanding clubs in the Chicago
area. Paul Voykin and his golf committee have
planned interesting events for everyone and shall provide
excellent golf prizes for the wtinners.

When you approach the first tee, you will notice
that omething is different - someone is missing. Ou r
fellow member who usually enters your name on the
score sheet will not be present. Mr. Herman Woehrle
died suddenly on Sunday, May 13th. He lived a life
exemplifying good citizenship, friendliness and humility.
He was a gentleman always and was never reluctant
to offer hi assistance when it was needed.

God bless you, Herman.

Donald Gerber, President
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HERMAN WOEHRLE

Herman Woehrle passed away suddenly and un-
expectedly on Sunday, May 13th. He was Course
Superintendent at the Kankakee Valley Country
Club, Kankakee, Illinois. In apparent good health,
his passing came as a shock not only to his family
but his many friends. He served at Kankakee Valley
for 22 years and was a pivotal influence during the
club's transition during the post war years into a
private club with a beautiful golf course.

He was born in Germany in 1903 and came to
the United States in 1923, when he was 20 years old.
For a number of years he worked around Homewood,
Illinois, received his first experience in turf work at
the Ravisloe Country Club. For twelve years from
1928 to 1940 he was employed by the Ilfinois Grass
Company, which was the first commercial sod
grower in the Chicago area. In 1940 he moved to
Kankakee, Illinois.

He was a member of our Association for many
years and one of the most active ones. Everybody
was attracted by his kindly and friendly disposition.
He set an example of responsibility, self reliance and
hard work to his family, friends and associates.

Our sympathy is extended to Mrs. Woehrle, to
Ted, editor of the Bull Sheet and Supt. at Beverlv
Country Club, Ted's two sisters and the five grand
children.

C. O. Borgmeier

Cont'd
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SECTIO - PURDUE - CLINIC
By

Bill Lyons, Supt. Fire tone Country Club,
Akron, Ohio

Vle must give the golfer his rights. He is struggling
with 14 diffcrent clubs. That's enough trouble with-
cut having mowers, verticutters, aerifiers, topd resse rs,
sprayers, fertilizing machines, trucks, etc., di tracting
his attention and slowing down play on the whole COLI r e.



If this is a problem on your course; THI K ABOUT
IT! If you have a need there is an answer. Could it
be that you are one who should think about putting
a night' maintenance program into effect? Will it
please our customer, the golfer? Will it produce better
turf? Will it save money to get more work per man
hour? Will more rounds of golf get played? More
cash flow?

An owner of an irrastiblc short golf course, who
is known to many of you, accounted for his success this
way. First get 'em on. Second get their money. Third
get 'em off. Hard bold facts about "cash flow".

Save money on labor. This thought has been kicked
around ever since golf wages went from 25¢ per hour
to 30¢. The 12 to 18 year olds are finding it rough
to get summer time work. They need money, only
a lot more of it than we oldsters did at that age. More
than that and especially the ever growing number of
"drop-outs" from school need to learn the responsibility
that goes with a job.

Much thought and some action has been taken at
private clubs to close in little used sand traps. At
some public courses it has been observed that the custom-
ers won't rake traps. Caddy carts can't, so the only
thing to do was to remove the sand and let a grassy
hollow take its place. Sure it saved money, sped up
play and "cash flow".

Want to save money on equipment? Look at the
good, and not so good, equipment dealers are offering.
l\ Iany private clubs who do not have to depreciate
equipment costs for income tax reasons trade mowing
units every four years or less. These are often priced
at ] /5 to ] /7 the cost of new units. To the fee
course owner these low prices for tax reasons can be
attractive. Repairs put into same can be expensed not
taxable.
1he orthcrn Ohio GCSA now have an annual field

clay at which the manufacturers and dealers display and
demonstrate their wares. This is an excellent way to sell
your management on tools you need to up grade your
zolf course.

Is the slow fire of rust destroying your maintenance
machinery. At most golf courses a seperate fertilizer
storage building is needed. $175,000 was invested in
a maintenance building at one of our clubs. One end
was walled off with concrete block to serve as fertilizer
storage. The ammonium fumes from the fertilizer
still comes thru to the machinery in storage. That
unseen thief rust is still deteriorating all machines.

Pole type buildings are still the lowest cost buildings.
They are good units for fertilizer storage, Machine
storage, Shops for repai ring both summer and winter.
With five poles one can make a very attractive shelter
house. Anyone who can d rive a nail and use a saw
can put up a pole type structure.

Maintaining Poor Design
Years ago some Scotchman from the VICIIllty of

St. Andrews came to the clay hills of Pennsylvani~ and
got so home sick for sand dunes that he built a golf
cour e, putting and into the deep pot hole he dug to
build greens. He did not realize that and is unnatural
to the area. or did he know and cared less, like some
zolf architects, that torrential rain would make his traps
look like iagra Falls hit them. A never ending expense
until design is corrected.

Pros arzue that and is one of the ba ic five facets
of a golf course. Su re, it call be dccorat iv-, Tt can be
a mental hazard to a cI utter. As OIlC architect says,

"It makes for strong pin positions." To a playing pro
sand is easier than two inch high grass.

Tommy Armour at the National Open at Canterbury,
played a 3 iron to a green. It hooked a little and caught
a left trap. A spectator, remarked, "Ah, too bad it got
in that trap." Tommy snapped back, "What the --
do I care I've got the tools and the know how to get
out of there." And he did, dead to the pin for one
putt.

Had this first Scotchman golf builder been a fisher-
man as well as a homesick golfer he would have realized
that he could have created several farm ponds on the
property that would have been more natural, at a
lower maintenance cost than sand. This is another
of the five facets of nature that can enhance a property.
Water is a more equal hazard to both pro and duffer.
As an asset a few extra million gallons of water can
come in mighty handy to fight a fire or to combat the
slow fire of drought on turf.

Well placed trees make American golf courses in-
teresting and beautiful. My Scotch brother, not having
seen trees at St. Andrews had no conception of how
trees grow. Many of you are annually cutting tree
roots around greens and tee areas.

However, trees can create problems. The easy way
out is to cut them down. Scotchmen play golf without
them but we Americans are sentimental about them.
Trees become old familiar treasurers on the course.
Even tho they are expensive to maintain, are robbing
greens, tees and fairways- still to cut one down is
like murdering ones best friend. It takes a lot 0.£ selling
to get a course owner or a club sold on getting rid
of the "wolf trees". Don't get yourself in the middle
on this one. Hire your areas best tree authority. Tell
him what you want and then let him take the blame
for tree murdering.

Those who subscribe to USGA Green Section Service
can use their field man to be the "tree Fall" guy.

A Superintendent was heard to remark that 1/3 of
his labor cost is chargable to trees. Leaf removal the
largest expense. The big leaf blowers are reducing
this expense and extending the golf season. 1hese
along with the portable leaf burners are definate aids
to the "2" type of profitable management.

Many courses have lost or are losing their elm to
blights and diseases. Looking at the annual cost of
questionable control measures one has to ask the question)
"What Price Golf"? From studies made at Firestone

ountry Club we learned we can replant with 2" to 7"
trees of more suitable varieties for the price of one
years treatment to try to save the 495 elms standing
in the playing area. It will take time for the smaller
trees to grow but all of the 495 elms are not gOIng
to die in one year.

Sense of Values
In turf maintenance one must develop a "sen 'e of

values". For example, one man walks to work. Maybe
he has more time than money. Another rides a bicycle,
a small investment. A third may drive hi own auto-
mobile. A izeable inve tment. They all get where they
are going "at a price".

Todays golf market caters to people of all clas es from
a $0.50 green fee and up. On orne of the fee cour es
the 50~ fee i over priced becau e of the cow pa ture
facilities offered. Oil another \\'('" kc'pt COllI'S(' it :1:'\.00
lee is a bargain.



There was a time when people would wear a path to
your door to buy a better mouse trap. The chemical
industry ruined that path. On the other hand, at
Waverly, W. Va., people paved a road to Loren Parish's,
Par-Mar-Pines Golf Course, because they are happy to
pay to play this beautiful course so well maintained.
His best customers are members of other country clubs.
Your customers have a "Sense of Value" when it comes
to parting with their dough to play golf.

New Grasses on 0 ld Courses
Many of the old grasses on the old courses are expen-

sive to maintain. Even on a new course Poa Annua
can be most expensive. All kinds of excuses are heard
when the Poa suddenly wilts and fades away as it did
on Saturday afternoon, August 5, 1961.

Here is what one bold course owner decided to do
after expensing Poa greens for 15 years. He reasoned
this way. "There is nothing wrong with his tight
clay soil! The weakness was with the original seeded
gra ses." His nursery practice green of a superior
stolonized bent on the same soil was beautiful and free
from Poa. A practice green is a test for any bent."

In early November, (too late in our opinion) he
desodded a pot green with a modern sad cutter. With-
out modifying the tight soil he simply smoothed and
sodded with the bent from his nursery green. Green
was out of play not more than 4 days. After 2 years
there is no Poa showing. Did he save money? Less
fungicide, Less syringing etc. Truly this is the

"X" factor of satisfaction - for the
"Y" type of (fee) golfer - for the
"2" type of (profitable) Management. Himself.

USGA
WESTERN TURFLETTER- Bill Bengeyfield, Western Dir.

TOP DRESSING PUTTING GREENS:
OLD FASHIONED OR NOT?

In the early days of greenkeeping (and possession of
'professional secrets'), top-dressing greens was a hard
and fast rule. Every few weeks the ritual was carried
out. But with the rick of the clock and swing of the
pendelurn, the practice was largely discontinued during
and after World War II as good top-dressing material
became hard to find and labor costly. Only in the
past few years have the faults of both extremes (i.e. too
much vs. too little top-dressing) been exposed and
appreciated. Now a new era is upon us: one of an
adequate and sensible top-dressing program: proven
of importance to anyone desiring championship putting
surfaces.

Why Top Dress?
Top-dressing, or the spreading of a prepared soil

mixture over a green, has a great many advantages for
todays golfers and course superintendent. N at only
does it help create true putting surfaces, but also provides
fresh material for the growth of new grass stems and
runners. A tighter, denser turf is produced with finer
texture. It also contributes to thatch control and often
improves the "holding qualities" of a green. Al Radko,
USGA Eastern Green Section Director reports that
top-dressing greens just prior to the winter season helps
in preventig desiccation and winter in] ury. Dr.
Marvin Ferguson, Mid-Continent Director predicts
more top-dressing will be needed during the next decade

NOW--for the FIRST Time in Chicago!

Soil for Topdressing or for Topsoil

on New Greens mixed to your

specifications and delivered on site

TAMELING BROS.
PEAT HUMUS AND RICH BLACK DIRT

7400 SOUTH MADISON STREET

HINSDALE, ILLINOIS

FA culty 3-7171


