TREES, DOLLARS, AND GOLF
(By Taylor Boyd)

Trees and shrubs on a golf course are beautifuf and
necessary. [hey can make an otherwise mediocre course
a thing of beauty and most interesting to play. They can
make an enforced wait at a tee during a hot day very
pleasant because of their shade. These conditions don’t
always exist, though,

Trees, when improparly planted, can make a course
nightmarish to play and can prevent the propzr growth of
grass. This last item is our present interest plus cost or
rather increased costs caused by improper planting and
location of trees.

There can certainly be no question that too many
trees too close to a grezn can make conditions such that it
is next to impossible to have a good green. Nearly every
course in town has such conditions.

I have been very much interested in recent years to
watch the performance of greens that a few years ago
caused no trouble and today they are very troublesome
because trees were planted too near a green on thz wind
side and over the years have grown up to stop all air
drainage across the green surface. This causes the grass
to remain wet during the hot humid days when what you
want most is for the green surface to dry.

The best tee grass in Cincinnati now is Bermuda in
some form or Zoysia, both of which will not grow in
shade—even slight shade. We have tees at Camargo that
are very good warm season grass except where a tree
shades a portion of the tee. In that area the grass is poa
annua or in some instances, weeds. Unsightly to say the
least,

Cost of golf maintenance has risen in the recent years
to a point of actual painfulness to the club and about
every conceivable method has be:n tried or discussed to
cut costs, but I have heard no talk of tree removal.

Golf maintenance today is high-speed mowing
with wide sets of mowers. This being true, when areas are
so planted that any area can't be mowed with a tractor
and gang mowers, you will be spending ten times as
much money to mow a given area by hand.

We have an area that took six to seven minutes to
mow with a tractor and gang mower. It is improperly
planted in shrubs and it now takes a man two hours to
cut the same area. With thirty-two cuttings per year
the hand mowing cost sixty-four man hours as against
three and two-thirds hours with the tractor and gang
mowers, or $84.00 more per year plus the care of the
shrubs. The shrubs were necessary, but they could have
been planted in such a manner that care would have been
less costly.

The same thing is true of a maple tree we have that
is planted between No. 1 tee and the practice green.
There is only eighteen feet between the tes and green
and with the tree between, There is the problem of root
pruning around the entire base of the trez, sodding area
in tee and green that go out due to excessive shade, sweep-
ing up seed from the tree in proper season, raking leaves
off tee and green once or twice per day, plus extra fer-
tilizer and water to maintain area affected by the tre=.
T'he total cost of this one improperly planted tree for 1957
was over $100. I'll bet that every club in town has a
similar situation.
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The comparative costs of man-hours on fairways
and rough as against trees at Camargo are as follows:

o R Y ayE o e 627 hrs.
Cut rough ... . 1821 hrs.
G T T e e B P 143 hrs.
Fertilize fairway ... 96 hrs,
Roll fairways ... 4 hrs.
Aerofy fairways e 387 hrs.

f 4773} Tt ot el ol 15101 0100
ETees (0N DOUTEE o . 1439 hrs.
T'rees and shrubs around club-house 763 hrs.
T'recs around pool and tennis ... 329 hrs.

Total .. . 2531 hrs.

This gives a very good idea of what is spent to take
care of trees as against the proper care of actual playing
areas that is the total acreage of Camargo, which covers
mare acres than most clubs.

| suspect that the average club spends as much money
on the trees as they do on rough and fairways and don't
even know it,

This article will probably get me a good round of
criticism from tree lovers. It should'nt. T'rees are essential
and necessary, but a landscape architect or inexperienced
tree committee should not be turned loose to plant trees
or shrubs without giving due consideration to air drain-
age, possible root damage to tees and greens, wind direc-
tion, to name a few things to be considered.

Before any tree is planted these things should be con-
sidered. Use trees that have an upright habit of growth.
For an example, pin oaks are bad, red and white oaks
are good. Oaks are good because their root habits are
good also. Location is very important so that an airway
is directed across a green or tee. Never plant trees on
southwest side of a green. Never forget that a tree when
planted that has a six-foot spread may become forty feet
acress and the roots seventy to ninety feet across. Trees
can very well replace directional traps, but be sure the
superintendent, pro, and some good golfers help in their
locations if they are to be used as a hazard or for direc-
tional trees. Never plant trees on the course closer than
twenty feet together, thirty to forty feet is better so that
a tractor and five or seven gang of rough mowers can be
maneuvered through them,

The best advice I know of is to stake out the loca-
tion and eventual size and leave the area for one playing
season to have golfers’ reaction and to find the cost of
maintaining the tree in the given area.

— LIFTED FROM THE GREEN BREEZE

The Picnic was held at the Sycamore Park District
on Tuesday the 18th. It was a beautiful day for a
picnic but not too good a day to be away from the golf
course, it sure was hot and humid. About 35 families
made the trip out to Emil Cassiers beautiful park and
golf course where Emil had made arrangements for
picnic tables, swimming, shuffle board and golf. The
organization provided hot dogs, and ice cream and it was
late before the last cars left the coolness of the pool and
came home.
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