
John Darrah was Pre ident- for the year 1942.
Up to John's administration, the Association was
strictly a membership organization. During that year,
associate members were admitted. Membership increas-
ed at once.

. . Ray Gerber was the next President and served
during the years 1943-4. Membership continued to
increase and interest continued. During Ray's reign,
he worked with the C.D.G.A. in building two putting
greens and a pitch and putt course for the veterans
at Hines Hospital. ... the boys at the hospital really
enjoyed their Pee Wee Golf Course.

Ray Didier was the President during the years
1945-6. The question box had become regular routine
at the meetings. The short course at Purdue had also
developed into a yearly event and was well attended.
The turf committee was very active and contributed
much. valuable information.

Don Strand was the next President elected for
the years 1947-8. The association progressed greatly.
Membership increased. Don was a very active Presi-
dent. The turf committee continued functioning and
kept after the University of Illinois about an experi-
mental garden. The committee al 0 helped those who
requested aid. The greenkeeper's calendar was a val-
uable contribution to the profession. Bob Williams
was . the author.

Mel Warnecke wa the Pre ident for the year
1949. The fine work of the committees continued un-
der Mel's leadership. Golf at the meetings was stre -
ed and more men were playing golf, which is a great
asset to themselves and their club. It is surprising what
you see while .playing golf that you do not see walking
or riding over the golf course.

William Stupple was elected President for the
years 1950-1. The 1950 [ational onvention wa
again held in Chicago at the Sherman Hotel. Bill was
the General Chairman and the committees functioned
well under hi leadership. The most succe sful con-
vention ever held wa the result; the ladies will vouch
for that, I am sure, so far as they were concerned.
Bill is doing a fine job as President.

The meetings are well attended; in tructive and
ed ucational. The turf garden so long fought for i
near reality. The U niver ity of Illinoi i eventually
very much intere ted. The committees are active and
prod ucing e cellent re ults.

Remarkable progres has been made in mowinz
equipment. Twenty-five . ear ag man were till
using push type putting green mov -ers. It took a great
deal of onvincing to change to p wer tho e who were
skeptical. However, today every olf cour e ha been
onverted to the power putting green mower. It i

fortunate, too, b cau e it would be almo t impo ible
to induce the pre ent day workman to pu h a putting
green mower. ~airv ay mowing equipment has been
greatly improved 0 that fairway today alrno t vith-
out e. ception, have beautiful evenly cut turf. Rough
mowing has becom a. imple operation toda be ause
of the development of mower which enable one to
maw rou h more frequently and economicall . When
OBe look. ba k to the days when rough wa ut with
the sickle bar and the raking together of the cut
gras and hauling away of the gra ,one an realize
the ad an ement in mowing equipment.

hen ou look ba k and r memb r the t pe of
prayer that were in u e ear. ag , one wonder how

it \ a po: ible to accompli. h what had to be don.
1 oday it i a plea ure to operate the late t t pe spray-
r becau e of the economy in tim, material and labor,
o we an trul a} we have pro re ed.

1 he .S.G.A. green section, and many univer-
sities have contributed enormously through re earch at
the various experimental gardens and short courses,
toward more economical maintainence. Chemical have
been developed for the control of weed , brown patch,
dollar spot and other fungi, earthworms, ant and
other pests, fertilizer practices, better grasse for putt-
ing greens and fairways although location, climatic
conditions play a very important part in the type of
grass used.

All of the e advancements have been brought
about during the past 25 year.

The superintendent of today i a serious student
of the profession. He is intelligent in hi application
of the information at hand. The next 25 year will
see advances in maintenance method ju t as revo-
lutionary as we have een during the past 25 year.

May the f.uture of the Mid-We t uperinten-
dent's As ociation be a bright one.

--0--
PLEASE 1TOTE

The date of the Pro-Superintendent meetu. T at
St. Andrews has been changed from Oct. 1 to Oct. 8.

--0--
~lAl TAL A CE HI TS

The job of keeping the <Tras cut at the ba e of
tree and under fen H,S has lonz been a problem to
golf cour e superintendent . Here at our club, the job
required about eighty-five hours labor and a power
trim mower. I have een the job done u ing a cythe
and then raking the cut gra s and hauling it away,
which \\ ould require at lea t twice a much labor and
e: pen e. When the gra s ha been trimmed, it i only
a matter of three or four week and the whole job
mu t be repeated. ith the present labor co t heinz
\\ hat they arc, we are continuall trying to reduce
labor wherever po ibl. With the foregoing in mind
it occurred to me that w would be much better off
with no turf at all at the base of trees and the golfers
would be better off, too, a they would prefer to hit
a ball from bare ground a compar d to hitting a shot
from a clump of overgrown gra . \ e et out to
accomplish the job of having bare ground at the ba e
of our tree rather than turf that occai ionally grew
too high for ither good golf or good groomed ap-
pearance. e tarted out with a three gallon Hudson
sprayer filled with fuel oil and prayed around all the
tree in on ar a and waited and watch d to ee what
the re ult would be. After a period of two ,\ ek,
we were 0 well ati fied with the look of the job
that \ e went ahead and treated eery tree on the
our e. 1 he time wa about 24- hour labor and the

mat rial amounted to about thirty allon. The pray
over d abou t 14 to 18 inche out from th ba e of

the tree. The average time for treating ea h tr e i
abou t 15 econd. ome new growth tarred after thre
month and a econd application has been made that
will la t the balance of the ea on.

I was afraid at fir. t that there mi ht be orne
damage to the tree but it eernin 1 ha no effect on
them. I heck d this po ibility with everal tr e ex-
pert and they agreed that no damage hould 0 cur a
Ion a' the material i kept awa from the bark of the
tree. ndoubt dl: other materials would erve the
. ame purpo e. \ e picked fuel oil becau e we had a
upply available and it, 0 t wa very reasonable. n

additional tim and labor sa in wa effe ted b plac-
in the pra r on a cadd cart and wheeling it from
tree to tr e.

Bob illiam


