GROWTH RETARDANTS

John Hacker

when compared to the cost of
mowing the same area, keep-
ing to the same standard, then
retardants win hands down.
Using retardants may enable
improvement of the overall
standard of the course without
taking on more part-time staff.

They may also enable a
reduction in the numbers of ex-
tra summer staff required or
more importantly take the
pressure off the Greenkeeping
staff in the early summer when
the work load is especially
high.

The following prices are
taken from a well known
supplier.

COSTS OF CHEMICAL

GROWTH RETARDANTS

Cost per Cost per

Product 5 litres hectare
£ £

Mowchem 203-88 67-96
Mazide 25 25-94 51-88
Mazide
Selective * 36-76 161-74
Holdfast
D* 84-27 84-27

*Mazide Selective contains
Maleic Hydrazide and two
selective herbicides - MCPA
and dicamba. Holdfast also
contains dicamba to suppress
weed growth.

These prices may seem high

but how many courses have
one hectare (2%2 acres) of
banks and other awkward
places? The cost of spraying is
not included.

WHEN AND WHERE?

Chemical growth retardants
are most useful and cost effec-
tive on areas which are difficult
to mow. Steep banks, perhaps
those around the tees and
bunkers, where hover mowers
normally have to be used are
ideal sites for trying out
retardants.

The rough and semi-rough
in addition to areas which are
difficult to mow - under signs
and alongside walls - can also
benefit. Last year a retardant
was used on the grass banks
of the ditch which runs through
the golf course at the Lan-
castrian College.

We found this reduced the
hover mowing at a time when
the greenstaff were very busy
keeping up with ganging on
the fairways. Even when the
bank was mown for ap-
pearances sake there was
much less grass to cut which
made the work much easier
and quicker.

Although varying from year
and from location to location,

perhaps the best time to app-
ly growth retardants is in mid-
April. This will catch the early
summer growth flush of May
and June as most retardants
are effective for between eight
and 14 weeks. Holdfast is
recommended to be applied
two weeks before the an-
ticigated start of grass growth.
rass growth retardants are
not usually recommended for
use on turf mown less than
25mm (2") and are not suitable
for greens. Similarly, retardants
are not recommended for use
on areas which receive a lot of
wear such as tees (except at
the base of signs( and paths
where the grasses are required
to grow back rapidly after use.
It is also important to note
that the retardants do not work
as effectively on turf weeds
and that, although the grass
may be retarded, broad-
leaved weeds if present will be
much more obvious - hence
the inclusion of selective her-
bicides in some retardants.
Using retardants with selec-
tives may then be undesirable
on areas which contain attrac-
tive and environmentally friend-
ly natural flora which should be
retained wherever possible.

Don't expect too much of
growth retardants. They do not
cut grass and will not give the
finish that mowing does. It may
then be worth having a com-
bined spray and mow pro-
gramme, the latter to give the
finish that members expect.

A final consideration
perhaps - with the general
distrust of chemicals by the
general public, there may be
some resistance to more
spraying on the Course by the
members. However, as long as
the areas are sprayed correct-
ly by trained applicators
(remember FEPA) they should
be completely safe and give
you another useful additional
weapon for efficient course
management. Don't forget,
always read and strictly carry
out the manufacturers instruc-
tions as printed on the label.

Thanks go to John Doyle of
Maxwell Hart and Patrick
Goldsworthy of ICI Profes-
sional Products for their help
in providing information.

Lancashire College of
Agriculture and Horticulture
currently run the only BTEC
National Diploma in Turf
Science and Sportsground
Management in the UK.
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OW that winter has

passed! and most of the

major construction
work, such as enlargement of
tees, drainage, the renovation
of bunkers and walkways, are
coming to an end, | look for-
ward to spring.

March and April are still busy
months with many other impor-
tant jobs yet to be done, before
we start mowing in earnest.
The work will include patching
fairways and general areas that
have been damaged by nor-
mal compaction and last years
drought.

| know, seaside links with
their light sandy soils are a big
advantage to work on through
the wet winter months, com-
pared to the heavy type soils
on the inland courses, where
one cannot take a tractor-trailer
for perhaps the whole winter!

A lot of people tend to think
links courses look after
themselves, but | can assure
you, maintenance can be quite
high especially following a dry
hot summer as we experienc-
ed last year, with top soil be-
ing less than 1/2" in depth in
places, errosion takes place
quite easily.

Rabbits for example seemed
to thrive on dry conditions, and
last year they were more active
than usual. | suppose digging
in the dry soft sand must have
been sheer joy!!

Personally, | don't like to kill
them in summer months when
they are breeding and have
young, but declare war during
the winter period when the
undergrowth has died off giv-
ing them less cover. | am lucky,
because some of the
greenkeepers are good shots
and enjoy the odd night lamp-
ing. We will now step up the
night shooting and thin them
out before the pests start
breeding in earnest.

Talking of pests, moles seem
to be on the increase. These
lovely creatures are rarely
seen, and many greenkeepers
just smooth over their earth-
mounds but do not bother to
eliminate them, so they go
quietly about their business
and breed three to four young
each year. Trapping and
baiting are the normal methods
of elimination, but stop their
supply of food (mainly worms),
and they will have to travel
elsewhere, (maybe Safeways),
or anywhere except on the golf
course.

Once again in our area there
shows signs of another
bumper crop of Leatherjackets
this year. During a quite mild
spell of weather, just after the
Christmas period, we sprayed
and had a very good kill. | was
quite surprised how many of
the blighters there were, so if

George Brown is pictured, above right, with an assistant on his beloved Turnberry course with the lighthouse

in the background.

you have not had a chance to
spray yet, it is not too late to do
S0.

Almost a year ago, we pur-
chased a new tractor mounted
sprayer, but never really had
the chance to use it. The text
books will tell you the best time
to spray for weeds would be in
the spring or throughout the
growing season. (I threw the
rule book away several times
last year). We normally spray
end of April or May, but gale
force winds or rain prevented
us from doing this, and by the
end of May it was too dry, but
surely it must rain soon, we are
on the west coast of Scotland!

Anyway, as we all know it
was at least the end of August
before the grasses had
recovered enough to even
think about it, September too
busy with tournaments, Oc-
tober too windy, November too
late! (Do you know the feeling?)

The rule book was also
thrown away regarding water-
ing, we don't overwater, but
how much is too much,
especially when we had the
hottest summer since records
began, 19097 However, many
people enjoyed the hot sum-
mer, it made a change. | know
the irrigation companies en-
joyed it, | understand their
order books are quite full.

During March and April we
do considerable work on our
pop-up sprinklers, many of the
heads have sunk well below
ground level (or is it the regular
top dressing that raises the sur-
face levels). | know we have a
few hundred, and many of
them are rarely used, and soon

become overgrown. They also
stick down - especially on san-
dy soils. (I once thought ‘pop-
ups’ were supposed to save
labour!)

The irrigation system will be
now primed and ready for
testing. Pumps and motors
have already been checked
and serviced during the winter
months (haven't they?). So
now to check for broken pipes
and cables. We have learnt in
the past just how versatile the
vertidrain can be, there is no
better machine for finding
shallow irrigation pipes, as well
as doing its intended mission.

After repairing the damaged
pipework and making good
the turf, we will be hoping to
get the drying easterly winds,
which will allow us to verticut
some low lying fairways that
have more vigorous growth.
Tees and greens will also have
their first gentle verticut of the
season, followed by a light top
dressing of sandy soil (70-30
mix).

| know there is a difference
of opinion when one should
apply spring organic fertilisers,
but that will depend upon the
geographical location of the
golf course, for example
weather conditions can vary
tremendously between the
North, East, South and West of
Britain, not just in temperature,
the biggest difference being
annual rainfall. (East coast
courses may have an average
between 19" to 23", compare
that to the west coast where
rainfall can be anything bet-
ween 40" to 80" in the nor-
thwest, (they don't get the love-

ly green hills and lochs for
nothing.)

Another sign of spring is
when certain members who
have been trying to tell you
how to run your golf course all
season, suddenly invite you to
pop round and just have a look
at their lawn, (because it is in
a dreadful state!)

| was interested to read the
document ‘The Way Forward’,
prepared by a greenkeeping
panel appointed by the Royal
and Ancient Golf Club of St.
Andrews. The document is
critical and certainly does not
pull any punches. So do find
time to read it. One point is put
over very clearly, and that is
the need for golf courses to
have mud free fairways and
firm fast greens all year round!

Being a links man myself, |
fully agree with the panel,
although this will be achieved
much more easily on the drier
easterly courses than those on
the damper west, that have
double rainfall.

Anyway, enough of rainfall,
spring is almost here, fertilisers
are on and we start our cut-
ting.We serviced our mowing
machines (haven't we?), they
have been rebladed and
sharpened (haven't they?). We
have painted our flagsticks
(haven't we?). We have
ordered our new flags (haven't
we?).

Must go now, there appear
to be a few things | have forgot!

Happy mowing'?

GEORGE BROWN

Golf Course Manager,

Turnberry Hotel and Golf
Courses
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FAIRWAYS

APRONS

GREENS

For the very best in professional TURF
MANAGEMENT EQUIPMENT there's only one
choice ... TORO! Why, the answer’s simple,
TORO are designed to meet the most
challenging conditions in the UK by the
World’s No 1 manufacturers. When you buy
TORO you get more than a ‘mower’ you get....
the back up of the best dealer network and
fully qualified service engineers ... do not
accept anything less.

Can you afford not to find

out more about TORO?

i a class

Station Road, 1 Neots, Huntingd of their own
tation Roa P eotls, nuntin on

Camt?s PE19 1QH 2

Tel: (0480) 76971 Fax: (0480) 216167

Telex: 32523
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GOLFCOURSE OR LANDSCAPE

rigation?

YORK,
PARKER
MARTIN

York, Parker and Martin form what is
probably Europe’s most knowledgeable
and experienced team of independ -
ent and objective irrigation design
engineers.

Their business is that of helping

intending golf course and landscape
irrigation system purchasers to obtain
the most cost effective and efficient
system to a budget, a system which is
installed professionally — under
supervision — and one which provides
the most satisfying long term service. . .

Retained as design consultant
engineersby U.K., U.S.A,, European
and Middle Eastern customers,
York, Parker & Martin have, to
date, ensured that the feasibility
and capital cost of purchasing
such irrigation system has
resulted in a wise investment -
not an expensive mistake!

Tallored to your needs, an automatic

imgation system can represent a consider-
able purchase so choose wisely — with
the professional assistance of York,
Parker & Martin.

Remember, they are not in
business to sell you or your
organisation an irrigation
system but simply to ensure
the design, installation and
long term results are the
best you can possibly
achieve for your money. .

For further details, talk to York, Parker & Martin
today. Phone, fax or write for an appointment.

4, PEDLARS WALK, RINGWOOD,

()ﬂ HAMPSHIRE BH24 1YW (UK.)
YO ﬁ TEL: 0425472900

AND PARTNERS FAX: 0425471213

IRRIGATION CONSULTANTS ASSCEATON

C.W. Roupe, past captain, Stock Rockford Golf Club, Grantham.

VERTI-DRAINING
A GOLFER’S VIEW

RR-MM Tchunk

Tchunk! ““What crass

stupidity are the greens
People up to? We have
enough greens problems. All
we need is more watering and
fertilizer.” Such were the
typical comments of most
golfers when the Verti-Drainer
made its appearance some Six
years ago.

We watched with fascination
to see a tractor and the huge
Verti-Drainer armed with ump-
teen 14" spikes trundling over
our hallowed greens. It pierc-
ed deep holes every 4" and
seemed to lift and shake the
earth like a carpet. The effect
was to leave an impossible put-
ting surface like Duralay
underlay for several weeks.

Our greens were laid some
65 years ago as lawns for a
handful of golfers and manag-
ed by enthusiasts rather than
skilled greenkeepers. As little
as 10 years ago only 300-400
golfers each week trampled
the surfaces. With the populari-
ty of golf we now have over
twice that number. The greens
were wearing badly with all the
problems of compaction. For
the golfer this meant they had
less hold and gave erratic put-
ting. It also meant grumbles in
the Club and Committee.

Dedicated Greens Staff,
measured watering, suitable
organic fertilizers, slitting and
fork tining helped hold the

deterioration, but from the ad-
vice of the Agronomist it was
evident more drastic action
was required. It needed
deeper tining to aerate the soill,
break it up deep down to help
with drainage, and to en-
courage the deep-rooted
grasses which are the basis of
good greens.

The Verti-Drain at the begin-
ning or end of each season
has proved to be an answer.
The condition of the greens
has improved in spite of in-
creased traffic, and we have
now started Verti-draining the
fairways annually, too.

No longer do we complain
but greatly welcome the im-
provement Verti-draining has
given and cheerfully accept
the disruption.

So - Carry on
Tchunk, Tchunk.

Brmm,

WESSEX COCOPEAT
THE ONLY GENUINE
ALTERNATIVE TO PEAT

ESSEX Cocopeat is a
100% renewable
resource, with all the

characteristics of a high quali-
ty peat moss, thereby making
it the perfect alternative for
peat.

Not only is it a natural alter-
native to peat but it contains
several of its own unique
characteristics, such as:

Unlike traditional peat,
Wessex Cocopeat has a uni-
que sponge-like structure

14

Don't forget to use the Reader reply pre-paid card service.
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MOWING MACHINE MAINTENANCE

THE
LEADERS

Wz‘f’ in

. 0 matter what size workshop you have

Mower Machine Maintenance can offer
you a modular concept grinder which-will
guarantee a perfect finish, with 5 superb models to
. choose from.

These incorporate advanced safety features such
as fofally enclosed canopy and water coolant to
provide the operator with an excellent working
environment.
The top of the range machine, the Supreme Auto
Leader represents the ultimate in mower grinding
technology with features unequalled in any other
machine. This is the only machine currently on the
market which can grind cylinders and bottom
blades with equal efficiency, ufilising variable
speed spin and fraverse drives.
The standard features on our machines are:
W Single blade relief grinding
B In frame grinding
W Variable speed spin and traverse
drives
l W Self contained coolant
W Automatic infeed

") B Dual purpose wheelhead

incorporating two grinding wheels

enables cylinders and bottom blades

to be ground with equal efficiency

B Bottom blade bracket and selected
inframe mounting brackets
@ Well proven technology and modern design

With these features we have the leading edge.

MOWING MACHINE
MAINTENANCE LTD

WET MOOR LANE, WATH-UPON-DEARNE,
ROTH?RHAM S63 7LR

\lv

) \\

{4709) 873436 FAX: (0709) 878005

A-Rapsomes PLC Company



Rufford
Top-Dress
Supplies .

Rufford
Screened Soil-

Sedge §I;g i, | for ey
é?mm‘j%vm

Unique quality guarantee

and fast
r%:-

delivery
nationwide
NUCKS WOOD QUARRY, WIGGINS LANE, RUFFORD,
Nr. SOUTHPORT, LANCS L40 1UJ TEL: (0704) 821314
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SPRING TURF MAINTENANCE

which will retain larger quan-
tities of water, nutrients and ox-
ygen )AFP), resulting in less
leaching, thereby reducing the
amount of additional feeding
and also has the advantage of
being 100% weed free.

Wessex Cocopeat differs
from traditional peat by con-
taining small quantities of
naturally derived NPK and
trace lements and has an ideal
pH of 5. It is virtually impossi-
ble to destroy the spongy cell-
like structure of Cocopeat,
making the same fine grade
used for the growing of seeds,
seedlings and bedding plants
ideal for the growing of nursery
stock and container growing
as well as for tree planting or
as a mushroom casing.

This is because, unlike tradi-
tional fine grades of peat, the
fines in Cocopeat will not float
to the surface and therefore
willnot result in capping. The
hard peat particles, pieces of
wood, cotton grass etc., usual-
ly found in medium to coarser
grades of peat are not found in
Cocopeat, therefore there is no
problem with the all-too-familiar
blocking of screens, jamming
of potting machines etc and
the obstruction of natural root
growth. In fact, on trials under-
taken at our nursery in Sri
Lanka and on limited trials here
in the UK, it has been found
that up to 25% more root
growth has been achieved us-
ing Wessex Cocopeat.

Due to its naturally high AFP,
another major saving in both
material and labour in using
Wessex Cocopeat over tradi-
tional peat is that thereis no
need to add perlite and bark
etc.

More than just being a peat
alternative, with all the added
benefits listed above, one
would expect to pay a
premium for Wessex Cocopeat
but, in fact, it is competitively
priced against a good quality
sphagnum peat moss.

By using Wessex Cocopeat,
you are helping to save the
world's ever diminishing vital
resources and also significantly
contributing to the economy of
the third world countries.

Treat the earth well - it was
not given to us by our fathers,
but loaned to us by our
children.

FYRECEE| )Y

THE POCKET TOUCH
WEEDER - SAFE,
EFFECTIVE AND

APPROVED

HE Pocket Touchweeder

from Thomas Elliott Ltd. is

a government approved
(MAFF) weedkiller. A wax stick
impregnated with selected
weedkillers, it deals with most
broad leaved weeds. The
safest way to get rid of all un-
wanted weeds, it is ideal for
use on the greens and in
places where weeds cannot
always be dug out or hoed.

It is safe because it is con-

trollable - there is no dust or
spray to blow onto or leach
and it avoids the risk of ac-
cidental spillage or leaving
traces in the watering can. The
Pocket Touchweeder will kill
most broad leaved weeds, in-
cluding dandelions, plantains,
buttercups and daisies etc,
and will not harm grass if the
manufacturer's instructions are
followed. During consumer
trials in 1987, Thomas Elliott
are pleased to report that
another important success can
be added to the claims of this
product £ a 99% destruction of
field bundweed within 2-3
weeks of application. Further
trials have recently concluded
that over 100 weeds can be
killed with only one
touchweeder - thus it is
economical too!

Putting in hard work on the green at Hillside Golf Club

The Pocket Touchweeder is
impervious to water, both from
hose and rain, and is therefore
not only a labour saving pro-
duct, as re-application is usual-
ly unnecessary, but also ideal
to use near garden ponds
where sprayed weedkillers
cannot be used.

It is the only safe, efficient
and economical way to treat
unwanted weeds, the Pocket
Touchweeder - a government
approve Garden Care product
from Thomas Elliott Ltd. For
further details please contact
Alan Gloak, Thomas Elliott Ltd.,
Hast Hill, Hayes, Bromley,
Kent. BR2 7AJ, telephone:
01-462 2271. Fax. 01-462
7035.

C_J[=]0

EPTUNE Scotland Ltd,

having established

themselves as
Scotland’s leading manufac-
turer of seaweed based,
organic soil improvers and
allied products, are set to ex-
pand to meet increasing
demand.

Mr Peter Walker, son of
managing director John
Walker, has recently taken
over as sales director. Peter will
have the responsibility for all
distributor outlets and is ex-
pected to liaise with local
authorities, landscape ar-
chitects and contractors,
throughout the UK.

The sales of Neptune's
organic products for
greenkeeping management in
particular and the sports field
market in general will remain in
the capable and experienced
hands of Stewarts of Edin-

TERRA

S5 THE ONLY BIG

As sole UK distributor for Goodyear Terra-Tires,

Undergear carry the complete range of sizes
and types, including built-up tyre and
wheel units for LGP convers

ions.

Telephone: 021-553 1606

Telex: 336584 Fax: 021-553 1307

WE'VE GOT THE BIGGEST RANGE
IN THE BUSINESS - TRY US

IMPRESSION WE
WANT 10 MAKE
IS ON You/!

GOLF TYRES

Exclusive golf-pattern tyres available
to fit any tractor front or rear.

PN
2z UNDERG

BLACK LAKE WORKS, WEST BROMWICH,
WEST MIDLANDS B70 OPD.
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PLANT FOOD AND SOIL CONDITIONER IS A 100%
NATURAL FERTILISER WITHOUT ANY CHEMICAL
ADDITIVES WHATSOEVER

U

INTRODUCING!!

SPECIAL ORGANIC
FERTILIZER MIXES

Specially formulated to individual

It can be sprayed onto grassland in cold or hot, wet or
dry conditions. Because it is a fully processed, natural
product, it will not scorch, even if used undiluted. The
nutrients are in both ammoniacal and slow release
organic forms, giving a gentle and steady response,
without a swift flush of growth.

SOME OF THE BENEFITS WHEN USED ON TURF requirements from a wide range of
ARE: : :
: : naturally occurring organic products
® Much improved soil structure ® Improved root : t i
P " i.e. Dried Blood, Hoof Horn, etc.

development
® Greater drought resistance @ Increased micro

organism activity ® Reduced dependence on chemical With natural SEAWEED MEAL as a
i T2;':ﬁ;;q;,’;dnsta?e;oﬁ;ﬂﬁgn_he'p JGH 8D carrier this product has unique
qualities.
For further information please contact our sales office ] ;
at: For further information on our
THRIVE INDUSTRIES LTD., CAREY products including the MASCOT
STREET, KETTERING, NORTHANTS range please contact:
NN16 OJL
Telephone: (0536) 411177 K. A. Brunton, Sales Manager
Telex: 347202. Fax: (0536) 411736 Souter of Stirling (Sportsturf) Ltd

Tel 0786 72141. Fax 0786 50322

[N ENVIRONMENT NEPTUNE Green

I'/ i ° ”
‘;; W in Scotland, includes: —

— 7] NEPTUNE Ground Calcified Seaweed

" ,/77777///" 77,,2 The Neptune range, developed and produced
(Y @ GREENKEEPING,

® GROUND \ NEPTUNE Biostimulant "
.i‘:;%ﬁii%ﬁfé’ | NEPTUNE Root Dip .
\ ® GROWING, '’} NEPTUNE Soil Improver
\ @HYDRA-SEEDING, [ NEPTUNE Special Mix

\ ®IMPROVING POOR i NEPTUNE Plus

f SOIL AND

NEPTUNE Universal Organic Compost
NEPTUNE Sea Spray
NEPTUNE Wetting Agent

NEPTUNE

These are the ORGANIC SEAWEED soil »SS0¢,
conditioners and improvers. There is nothing better. N\, 4/‘/
For complete information contact: ‘? oz
NEPTUNE SCOTLAND LIMITED, g Qq

OLDHALL WEST INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, @y XX
Yo STIN

SHEWALTON, IRVINE. TEL: (0294) 311325.
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SPRING TURF MAINTENANCE

burgh in Scotland, Maxwell
Hart in the North and South of
England and James Cockburn
in Nothern Ireland. Neptune
Scotland are also a present in-
volved in re-organising and in-
creasing their manufacturing
and storage capacity at Irvine.

Regular applications of
organic materials are con-
sidered by many
greenkeepers and ground-
smen to be one of the top
priorities when it comes to pro-
moting and maintaining fine
turf surfaces in optimum
condition.

Enquiries from green-
keepers and sports field
managers have become a dai-
ly occurrence. We must be in
a position to give a first class
service and back-up to our
distributors. Investment now
will ensure our ability to remain
in the forefront of manufactur-
ing seaweed based organic
products. Seaweed we believe
is, and will always be, the best
natural organic material
available for improving soil
structure. With the help of Dr
Harry Duncan and his team at
Glasgow University we will
continue to strive to produce
top quality organic products.
“Seaweed is earth’s best
friend”, says John Walker.

F—ereesmdlrieni

ERIC HUNTER
GRINDERS

N conversation with Hunter

Grinder’s recently, it was

revealed that this company
has achieved a personal best
— delivering six of their mower
grinding machines into British
Golf Clubs in less than two
months!

As Mr Eric Hunter the
managing director readily ad-
mits, six machines installed in
a little over six weeks, is more
golf club business than the
company has handled in the
year previously.

Hunter’s attribute this to re-
sounding interest in Mower
Grinding Machines, and simply
that more Golf Clubs are
wakening up to the fact that
they can save hundred’s, in-
deed thousand’s of pounds by
equipping themselves with a
grinding machine at a sensible
price.

Most clubs have a Head
Greenkeeper or least one
member of staff who have a li-
tle mechanical knowledge.
Many Clubs are discovering
the advantages of owning a
‘small'’ workshop for doing
repairs under cover. Why in fact
send machines out for repair
when you can ‘do-it-yourself'?

Another little known fact is
that the standard of repairs and
mower cutting efficiency can
actually be improved by in
house repairs. Sadly a minori-
ty of Clubs and Greenkeepers
lack the necessary confidence
to tackle their own repairs,
preferring instead to call in the
private contractor, who un-
doubtedly is costing the Club
quite a tidy some each year.

Hunter Grinder’s appear to
have the most attractive
machine on the market at pre-
sent. It has a full 36” capacity
and can accurately grind the
fixed bottom blade as well as
the cutting cylinder.

The other technical benefits
of using a Hunter JUNO
machine are that due to the
lack of friction, obtained by
‘relief’ grinding cylinders (1) a
cleaner cut (2) less fuel is us-
ed to propel the mowing
machine (3) doubles the ser-
vice life of a bottom blade and
(4) much longer intervals bet-
ween major overhauls.

The six clubs or courses who
have installed a Hunter Grinder
between December 1989 and
January 1990 are: Slaley Hall
Golf and Country Club in Nor-
thumberland. Leek Golf Club
in Staffordshire. Whitecraig
Golf Club at Giffnock,
Glasgow. Kinross Green Hotel
Golf Course. The Honourable
Company of Edinburgh
Golfers at Muirfield, Gullane,
and Ely City Golf Club in
Cambridgeshire.

They join an impressive
number of courses using
Hunter's machines, which in-
clude Gleneagles Hotel, Car-
noustie and the Royal Dornoch
in Sutherland.

| [~ o

MANSFIELD SAND TURF
DRESSING PRODUCTS

ANSFIELD Sand Com-

pany produce a range

of high quality, washed
and graded sands which are
fully approved by STRI,
Bingley for sports turf
applications.

The range is sold under the
‘Mansil' tradename and in-
cludes a medium-coarse
grade, Mansil 35 (M35), which
is used by many golf courses
as a bunker sand and for
various specialised drainage
uses in addition to its use for
top-dressing either alone, or in
a blend with topsoil and/or
peat.

The sand can be supplied in
a dry condition in order to
facilitate on site mixing by the
greenkeeper.

A medium-fine grade, Man-

sil 55 (M55) is also used exten-
sively for top-dressing turf, par-
ticularly winter sports pitches,
e.g. soccer, rugby.

ew developments from
Mansfield sand include a rein-
forced silica sand which can
be used to produce a stabiliz-
ed free-draining root zone
medium and, as such, forms
the basis of a new product
range named ‘Fibreturf’. This
product can be used as a pure
sand medium or easily mixed
on site with a small amount of
suitable top-soil to give a sand-
soil medium.

The other new product
range is ‘Gypsand’ which is a
controlled blend of sports
grade, Mansil sand with vary-
ing proportions of powdered,
agricultural grade, gypsum.
The virtues of Gypsum as a
general soil conditioner and
more specifically as a
floculating agent for clays, are
widely recognised, however,
the Gypsand range now offers
the groundsman opportunity of
combining the beneficial ef-
fects of two natural products in
one relatively simple, dust free
operation.

FROM QUARRY TO
QUALITY
OUGHTON Loam
Limited is a Company
that has grown from

small beginnings to one of
positive importance in the top-
soil industry.

Their premises in Kettering
were planned specifically to
produce quality turf dressings,
loams and horticultural pro-
ducts and their high-tech plant
for mixing, sterilising and bag-
ging is purpose built. As you
might imagine, such invest-
ment has brought its rewards
and Boughton Loam is able to
supply not only a standard
range of dressings, but also to
any specification that the
greenkeeper may require, be
it for additives, soil improvers
etc.

To ensure a maintenance of
consistent quality, the top soil
that is continually available to
them is thoroughly checked as
to its suitability before being
bought in and stockpiled. The
final destination is processing
for their ‘Top of The Table’
range of top dressings.

The Soil is blended with a
constant source of Leighton
Buzzard sand to give a mix of
carefully selected top soil with
a minimum of clay and silt, and
washed lime free silica sand
with the majority of particle
sizes in the range 0.125mm -
0.5mm. This produces a final
product that will encourage
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alternative to peat.

unique characteristics:

elc.

aessex peat

South Newton, Salisbury, Wiltshire, SP2 0QW
Tel: (0722) 742500. Fax: (0722) 742571

Over the past 23 years, the Wessex Peat Group have built up
an enviable reputation for the manufacture and distribution of
quality products throughout the United Kingdom and Europe;
and now after many years of research we are now bringing to
the UK market WESSEX COCOPEAT?* the only genuine

WESSEX COCOPEAT* is a 100% renewable resource, with all
the characteristics of a high quality peat moss, thereby making
it the perfect alternative for peat, so helping to save the
world’s ever diminishing resources.

Not only is it a natural alternative to peat but, as it is made
completely from coconut husks, it contains several of its own

Unlike traditional peat, WESSEX COCOPEAT* has a unique
sponge-like structure which will retain larger quantities of
water, nutrients and oxygen (AFP), thereby improving
aeration. This also results in less leaching, thereby reducing the
amount of additional feeding and also has the advantage of
being 100% weed free, with an ideal pH of 5.

Due to its naturally high AFP, another major saving in both
material and labour in using WESSEX COCOPEAT* over
traditional peat is that there is no need to add perlite and bark

More than just being a peat alternative; with all its added
benefits one would expect to pay a premium for WESSEX
COCOPEAT?* but, in fact, it is competitively priced against a
good quality sphagnum peat moss.

Treat the Earth Well —
It Was Not Given To Us By Our Fathers,
But Loaned To Us By Our Children.

*COCOPEAT is a trademark of the Wessex Peat Group.
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Don't forget to use the Reader reply pre-paid card service.
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LET US GIVE YOU THE EDGE
THESE CLUBS ALREADY HAVE IT!

® Carnoustie Golf Links ® Haggs Castle Club Ponteland Golf Club

® Cawdor Golf Club ® Kinross (Green Hotel) Golf Royal Dornoch Golf Club
® Collingtree Leisure Course Royal Liverpool Golf Club
® Ely City Golf Club ® Leek Golf Club Slaley Hall Golf & Country
@® Gleneagles Hotel ® Lingfield Park Club

@ Goring & Streetley ® Muirfield (Gullane) Golf Club Whitecraigs Golf Club
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The NEW JUNO 36" capacity
Cylinder and Bottom Blade Grinder

will accommodate every make and

. type of Professional and Domestic

42" capacity Mower Cylinder and Botton Blade Grinding . cutting cylinders and soleplates ’Sfm»

Machine. A truly ‘precision’ grinder, built to last half a cen- - ple to operate, fast changeover from
tury. Used and preferred by Professionals. cylinder to bottom blade grinding

ERIC HUNTER GRINDERS LTD

HOBSON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, BURNOPFIELD, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE, NE16 GEB.
TEL: (0207) 70316. FAX: (0207) 70312

Mansfield Sand

COMPANY LID.

A wide range of high quality washed
and blended sands for Sports turf.

MANSIL | ROOTZONE SANDS | » NEW >t

o Top Dressing Tailor made to meet SOIL
] Sands your specification from a CONDITIONER
blend of Mansil Sands “GYPSAND”’

Coarse, Medium

1 and Fine Grades only or incorporating

the revolutionary new
fibre stabilised sand
from ‘FIBRETURF',

A blend of Mansil
Sand and
Agricultural
Grade Gypsum

Sandhurst Avenue, Mansfield, Notts. NG18 4BE.
Tel: (0623) 22441 Fax: (0623) 420904
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