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Twitter @TheOfficialGTC

This month Frank Newberry, a GTC Quality Assured 
Training Provider, is invited to share some of his thoughts on 
greenkeeping professionalism

GREENKEEPING PROFESSIONALISM 
- THE JOURNEY CONTINUES
In 1989, when David Golding 
commenced his role as 
BIGGA’s Education Director, 
the then Board of Management 
agreed to the development 
of a week-long Management 
Course to be held at its then 
new Headquarters, Aldwark 
Manor. 

Amongst the tutors invited to 
train Head Greenkeepers and 
Deputies was management train-
ing guru Frank Newberry.

Thousands of greenkeepers have 
benefitted from Frank’s training 
and hundreds have received his 
personal support over the 25 years 
of his involvement with our sector.

Frank said: “The biggest change 
for me over the years has been the 
ongoing increase of BIGGA’s edu-
cation and training provision. 

“They have presided over a 
massive expansion in the services 
and education they offer to their 
members. 

“It seems a lifetime ago since 
the first week-long Management 
Courses were held at BIGGA’s 
Headquarters, yet the vision by 
the then staff and Board of BIGGA 
has been developed, improved 
and rolled out through the annual 
gathering in Harrogate, as well as 
regional and section events.

“I prepared for the inaugural 
management courses by visiting a 
variety of golf clubs ranging from 
a high profile resort to proprietary 
owned and a private members 
clubs. 

“I found a common problem at all 
of these venues: the Head Green-
keepers were all very committed, 
passionate individuals and very 
competent in maintaining their golf 
course but lacked the confidence 
and skills to deal with staff and 
employer issues.

“The majority of employers 
wanted their Head Greenkeepers to 
be able to improve their supervisory 
and management skills whilst 

understanding that their work on 
the course was the number one 
priority.

“In other words, the employers 
wanted the best of both worlds and 
I think that is still true today.

“So how could we reach those 
people who were not attending 
college-based courses?

“Seminars, workshops and 
conferences arranged by BIGGA 
have benefited hundreds of those 
individuals who have taken the 
opportunity to improve their “off 
course” skills.

“Presentations - to Green Meet-
ings or at interviews – have changed 
enormously over the years with 
technology being used more and 
more. 

“However, body language, the 
style of presenting and preparing 
for any type of meeting also needed 
addressing. 

“Over the years there have been 
many wonderful examples of how 
individuals’ lives have changed both 
on and off the golf course through 
the training they have received.

“I am very proud to have been 
part of the trainer team selected to 

help improve not just the commu-
nication skills of greenkeepers but 
hopefully have, in some small way, 
improved the professionalism and 
changed the perception of many, 
that greenkeepers, at all levels, are 
far more than grass cutters!

“We must continue to offer the 
fun, informal method of learning 
and BIGGA have clearly become 
best placed to keep this type of 
learning available.

“Regarding CPD, my view is 
straightforward – it should be 
compulsory i.e. compulsory profes-
sional development. 

“So, please take advantage 
of any education and training  
available and employers also, 
encourage your staff to engage in 
CPD as the business will, without 
doubt, benefit from the new skills 
the staff gain by attending an event 
with “off course” training on the 
agenda.”

CONTACT FRANK NEWBERRY
enquiries@franknewberry.com
Telephone 01908 520202
Mobile 07939 200056
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*Conditions apply to 2nd year 
- see dealer for details.

2 YEAR
WARRANTY

AS STANDARD*

FIND YOUR LOCAL DEALER OR BOOK A TEST DRIVE TODAY:

Tel: 01844 268 000  www.kubota.co.uk

•	 Choice	of	3	models:		F2890E	2WD	27.4HP		
	 F3090	4WD	30.6HP	/	F3890	4WD	37.3HP

•	 Powerful	&	economic	Kubota	diesel	engines	for	high	
	 torque	with	low	vibration,	noise	and	emissions

•	 HST	Transmission	for	quick	response	and	
	 increased	productivity	 	 	

•	 Hydrostatic	power	steering	

•	 Auto	assist	4wd	for	greater	turning	efficiency	and	
	 less	turf	wear	(4wd	models	only)

•	 Designed	for	simple	and	quick	maintenance	for	
	 minimum	down	time

•	 Large	operator	deck,	deluxe	seat	and	ergonomically		 	 	
	 positioned	levers	for	enhanced	comfort

•	 54”	-	100”*	professional	mower	decks	available,	
	 optional	grass	collector	and	enclosure	cab
	 *100”	deck	only	available	on	the	F3890

F90 SERIES 27.4HP - 37.3HP

Powerful, out front mowers upgraded for maximum 
productivity, precision and efficiency.

cutting edge
PERFORMANCE

GREENKEEPER INTERNATIONAL 297x210mm - F90.indd   1 19/05/2014   16:37



M.Downes  
Earthworks

07753 856510  01829 781767 
mdownesgolf@live.co.uk

• Golf Course Construction Services
• Green and Tee Reconstruction
• Lakes and Reservoirs • Cart Paths
• Bunker Remodelling • Drainage  
• Lakes and Reservoirs

GI_JULY13_BG_MDOWNES_4x1.indd   1 26/06/2013   13:23

PREMIER ALL-WEATHER SURFACES FOR GOLF

Top quality practice tees, golf course tees, putting 
& pitching greens, pathways, patios, cart tracks 
and lawns professionally designed and installed.

Huxley Practice Tee at St Andrews Links

Tel: 01962 733222
 sales@huxleygolf.co.uk

www.huxleygolf.com

ALL WEATHER SURFACES

AGRONOMY

Photo courtesy of Rudding Park
Repton Short Course ‘Signature Island Green’.

Tel. 0116 2696766
BUNKER CONSTRUCTION

The natural pathway solution
01344 621654

www.theblinder.com

S P E E D C U T 
C O N T R A C T O R S  LTD

SPORTSTURF & 
GOLF COURSE
.  CONSTRUCTION 

.  DRAINAGE 
.  RENOVATION

Oxford 01865 331479
www.speedcutcontractors.co.uk

Tel. 01722 716361
www.mjabbott.co.uk

GOLF COURSE CONSTRUCTION
REMODELLING & RENOVATION
GROW IN & MAINTENANCE
SPORTSGROUND CONSTRUCTION

GOLF COURSE SPECIALISTS

Tel. 01722 716361
www.mjabbott.co.uk

DESIGN & SUPPLY

INSTALLATION

MAINTENANCE

IRRIGATION SPECIALISTS

DRAINAGECONSTRUCTION

IRRIGATION

MACHINERY WANTED

Invicta Groundcare
Equipment Ltd

We buy used golf 
course machinery

Contact: Steve Dyne
Tel No: 01474 874 120   
Email: invictagroundcare@live.com

Invicta4x1.indd   1 7/5/10   15:29:46

TOP DRESSINGS

WASTE/WASHWATER 
TREATMENT

USED MACHINERY

www.
usedturfmachinery.com 

Look at the latest... 
Second Hand Machinery 

...for sale
www.bigga.org.uk/classifieds

Look at the latest... 
Second Hand Machinery 

...for sale
www.bigga.org.uk/classifieds

Irritech Limited are independent 
irrigation consultants who offer a 
complete irrigation consultancy 
package including appraisal of 
existing irrigation systems through 
to full design/project management of 
new irrigation systems installation, 
ensuring that the client gets the 
best product specification for their 
particular project.

Currently Irritech have 56 projects in 
17 countries and with an office in Dubai, 
this gives the company an unparalleled 
expertise in the industry.  Projects range 
from the design of a new irrigation system 
for Chelsea Football Club (Stamford Bridge) 
to the upgrade of the irrigation system at 
Royal Jersey Golf Club, completion of a 
phased upgrade at Beverley Racecourse to 
the new Dubai Hills Golf Project.

Water conservation is key to all projects 
and all Clients, and on a majority of projects 
soil moisture sensors are now included, 
these coupled with PC based control 
systems can offer savings in excess of 25% 
over baseline irrigation system water usage 
figures. 

With water cost increasing, these savings 
implemented with Irritech’s borehole 
designs/lake design specifications can 
make a client self-sufficient in water.

Typically an average borehole can offer 
a payback over its capital cost within 3 – 4 
years. Recent projects that include borehole 
installations include South Staffordshire 
Golf Club, West Kent Golf Club, and 
Ramsdale Park Golf Club.

For further information email:
info@irritechlimited.co.uk

Irritech Limited
Independent irrigation 
consultants

Tel. 01722 716361
www.mjabbott.co.uk

DESIGN & INSTALLATION
PRIMARY SYSTEMS
SAND SLITTING
GRAVEL BANDING

DRAINAGE SPECIALISTS

• AERATION
• AGRONOMY
•  ALL WEATHER 

SURFACES
• ARTIFICIAL GRASS
• ANTI SLIP
• BUNKER 
CONSTRUCTION
•  CLOTHING/FOOTWEAR
• COMPACT TRACTORS
• CONSTRUCTION
• DRAINAGE
• FINANCE & LEASING
• FLAGS
• HEDGES/TREES
• IRRIGATION
•  IRRIGATION 

CONSULTANTS
•  LAKE CONSTRUCTION 

LINERS
• MACHINERY FOR SALE
• MACHINERY WANTED
• RUBBER CRUMB
• SOIL FOOD WEB
• TOP DRESSING
• TREE MOVING
• TREE CLEARANCE
•  TURF RENOVATION  

EQUIPMENT
• USED MACHINERY
• VERTIDRAINING HIRE
•  WASTE/WASHWATER 

TREATMENT

CATEGORIES

The Tines Shop for 
good value, high quality 
Tines & Bedknives
Find a broad range of Tines 
and Bedknives online from 
The Grass Group 
Delivered to your door
www.tines-shop.co.uk
Tel: 01638 720123

Specialising in:-
● Existing system evaluation 
● System design & upgrade
● Project management

Contact Roger Davey on:

01823 690216
www.irritechlimited.co.uk

Independent Irrigation Consultants

irritech limited

Specialist Growers of 
Turf for Golf Courses

Rootzone Turf for Greens
Grown on USGA rootzone, 

top-dressed throughout the year, 
and mown at 6mm. 

Predominantly bent sward

Turf for Tees, Surrounds, 
Approaches and Fairways

Various mixtures including 
ryegrass/fescue, 100% fescue, 

and bent/fescue grown 
on sandy loam topsoil.

Bunker revetting turf 
40mm thick 

Small or big roll
Free loan of big roll 

laying frame

Tel: 01652 678 000
www.tillersturf.co.uk

Traditional
drainage and

Lytag banding
of greens and fairways

Tel: 01785 812706
E: NSIrrigation@aol.com

www.northstaffsirrigation.co.uk

BUYERS’ 
GUIDE
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Recruitment

Sunningdale Golf Club wishes to recruit a Courses & Estate Manager. 

The candidate should have:-

•  Over 10 years’ practical experience in turfgrass maintenance  
and golf course construction techniques

• Experience in managing a large team
• Tournament experience preferred
• International experience preferred
• NVQ level 3 or HND or equivalent 
• PA1, PA2, PA6 and 2A
• CS 30 and CS 31 preferred

Sunningdale is dedicated to achieving World Class standards:

• Venue for the Senior Open Championship 2015
• Venue for the Open Championship International Final Qualifying 2004 - 2013
• Venue for the annual Sunningdale Foursomes Tournament played since 1934
• Old Course ranked at No 22 in the world (Golf Course Architecture Magazine)
• New Course ranked No 53 in the world (Golf Course Architecture Magazine)
• Investors in People Silver Award

Please apply in writing or email with full CV and covering letter to: 
Clare Livingston, Administration & HR Manager, Sunningdale Golf Club, 
Ridgemount Road, Sunningdale, Berks SL5 9RR
clarel@sunningdalegolfclub.co.uk  
Closing Date for Applications: 6th July, 2014
www.sunningdale-golfclub.co.uk

Courses & Estate Manager

SUNNINGDALE GOLF CLUB

GI_JUN14_REC_SUNNINGDALEGC_1.2.indd   1 20/05/2014   13:23

Advertise your 
recruitment here
... and online 
for one month 
at www.bigga.org.uk/careers
from £595+vat for an 1/8 advert 
Contact Jill Rodham on  
01347 833 812

GREENKEEPER / MECHANIC
Chislehurst Golf Club is a Private Members Club founded in 1894 with an 18 hole 

parkland course steeped in history. 
The Club is seeking to appoint an experienced Greenkeeper / Mechanic to add to our 

current highly skilled and qualified team. 
We are looking for an enthusiastic, hard working Greenkeeper who is also able to carry 

out day-to-day maintenance and repairs to the fleet of course vehicles. You should be 
highly motivated and able to work as part of a team and undertake all aspects of golf course 

maintenance and general mechanical upkeep. Mechanical qualifications would be beneficial 
but not a necessity.

Ideally you should be NVQ2 sports turf qualified with spraying and chainsaw certificates.
The successful applicant will have at least three years greenkeeping experience, 

preferably with a keen interest in golf, and will be encouraged to undertake further training to 
progress within the industry. 

Salary is negotiable depending on experience.
Please forward your application with your CV and covering letter, to include current salary 

and benefits, by e-mail to coursemanager@chislehurstgolfclub.co.uk for the attention of 
John Hunnisett, Course Manager to be received by Friday 6 June.

EXPERIENCED GREENKEEPER
A vacancy exists for a Greenkeeper.

The candidate will have a minimum of 2 years
experience, be hard working and reliable.

Qualified to NVQ level 2 an advantage as would be a PA1 PA2 
or PA6 qualification. 

A working knowledge of Health & Safety at a Golf Club would also be of advantage
Please apply in writing with a full CV to:

Doug Fernie, Course Manager, Upminster Golf Club
114 Hall Lane, Upminster, Essex RM14 1AU.

or email: coursemanager@upminstergolfclub.co.uk

	  

Royal Cinque Ports GC currently has an opening for a 1st Assistant 
Greenkeeper. 

 
Candidates will have: 

• Minimum of 5 years links experience 
• Education level of NVQ/SVQ 3 

• Knowledge of maintaining top level courses to the highest standards 
• PA1, PA2 and PA6 essential 

• A high level of competence with modern greenkeeping equipment 
• Good team/motivational skills 

• A keen eye for presentation and detail 
• Ability to deputise for the Links superintendent and his Assistant in their absence 

Preferred but not essential qualities include:
• Championship course experience

• Supervisory experience

A competitive salary and benefits package is on offer, based around 42 hours per week, including 
every 2nd weekend. The successful candidate will work closely with the Links Superintendent and his 

Assistant to continue moving this highly regarded course forward.
Candidates should send a current CV along with covering letter by 8th June 2014 to: 

chris.barnard@royalcinqueports.com

Advertise your 
recruitment here
... and online for one month  
at www.bigga.org.uk/careers 
from £595+vat for an 1/8 advert  
Contact Jill Rodham on 01347 833 812
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10th hole @Lancastergc

@BIGGALtd
A new page featuring the best Tweets and pics from the industry 
– don’t forget to tag @BIGGALtd to give yourself a chance of 
being featured!

St Andrews Links @
TheHomeofGolf
Seasonal staff being trained on 
applying fertiliser to specific areas 
yesterday on the #JubileeCourse

greenkeeping @Lancastergc 
10th hole @GolfLancaster it’s a 
great day for golf

The Mind Factor @
TheMindFactor
Take some time out and read our 
latest newsletter - Is there REALLY 
a SECRET?

Gavin steed @greenkeepergav  
Just gotta love summer .......@
BIGGALtd @colnevalleygolf @
CoastalGolf #greenkeeping #golf

Grant Burton @grantburton121
@BIGGALtd morning sunrise at the 
2nd green on Northumberland GC

Martin Lowe @MartinLowe77
Repairing range fencing high above 
#pacheshamgolf . @BIGGALtd

Landscape & Amenity @
LAPUMagazine
Story of the Day is that nominations 
are now open for the 2014 @
the_iog @BIGGALtd industry 
awards  

Our favourite tweets 
this month...

Applying fertiliser on the Jubilee Course 
@TheHomeofGolf

Summer at Colne Valley Golf 
Club @greenkeepergav

Sunrise at Northumberland GC  
@grantburton121.jpeg

@ Repairing range fencing Pachesham 
Park @MartinLowe77

Tel: 01256 461591 

www.baronessuk.com 

INTRODUCING THE BARONESS LM2400............ 
 

Low centre of gravity  

The finest reel and bedknife produced in the industry  

Light weight (less than 1300kg) combined with outstanding cutting power  

Low ground pressure/high traction four-wheel drive 

LIGHTWEIGHT FAIRWAY MOWER 

LM Series 

Kyoeisha UK Ltd. a subsidiary of 
Kyoeisha Co. Ltd. of  Japan  
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applying fertiliser to specific areas 
yesterday on the #JubileeCourse

greenkeeping @Lancastergc 
10th hole @GolfLancaster it’s a 
great day for golf

The Mind Factor @
TheMindFactor
Take some time out and read our 
latest newsletter - Is there REALLY 
a SECRET?

Gavin steed @greenkeepergav  
Just gotta love summer .......@
BIGGALtd @colnevalleygolf @
CoastalGolf #greenkeeping #golf

Grant Burton @grantburton121
@BIGGALtd morning sunrise at the 
2nd green on Northumberland GC

Martin Lowe @MartinLowe77
Repairing range fencing high above 
#pacheshamgolf . @BIGGALtd

Landscape & Amenity @
LAPUMagazine
Story of the Day is that nominations 
are now open for the 2014 @
the_iog @BIGGALtd industry 
awards  

Our favourite tweets 
this month...

Applying fertiliser on the Jubilee Course 
@TheHomeofGolf

Summer at Colne Valley Golf 
Club @greenkeepergav

Sunrise at Northumberland GC  
@grantburton121.jpeg

@ Repairing range fencing Pachesham 
Park @MartinLowe77

Tel: 01256 461591 

www.baronessuk.com 

INTRODUCING THE BARONESS LM2400............ 
 

Low centre of gravity  

The finest reel and bedknife produced in the industry  

Light weight (less than 1300kg) combined with outstanding cutting power  

Low ground pressure/high traction four-wheel drive 

LIGHTWEIGHT FAIRWAY MOWER 

LM Series 

Kyoeisha UK Ltd. a subsidiary of 
Kyoeisha Co. Ltd. of  Japan  


