programme is growing by the
month and they have had over
100 people through the doors in
the first year of opening the
centre.

The programme is open to
anyone. At the next session they
have one delegate coming from
Dubai, but regularly get people
from all over the UK, Ireland and
Europe.

Ben added: “A lot of people want
proper factory-based training,
and one of the most valuable
things about it is getting to see the
machines being put together and
talking to the people who built
them.

“You'd be amazed at how much
everyone learns from talking to
the men who build their actual
machines. Our factory staff are
all very experienced engineers
and mechanics — they know
more about the grinders and
the fine tuning of grinders than
anyone I know —so to talk to
them and see the machines being
engineered all helps the process of
understanding.
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“It has been invaluable working
alongside the GTC to build a
regular biannual programme with
their Quality Assured Centres,
including colleges up and down the
country, from the most basic Level
2, setting up mowers and grinders,
to practical, hands-on instruction
for Level 3 students.

“Alongside this, the GTC’s QA
Centres are acting as local
venues for training workshops and
with their strategic locations
across the country, this is ideal
for local course managers,
groundsmen and greenkeepers to
attend.

“Bernhard loan the machinery
and supply expert training while
the centres offer their classrooms.
BIGGA and the GTC run the
continued education standards
programme, and what they hope
to do together is promote best
practice, better turf and better
maintained, sharper cutting
mowers.

“If everyone leaves these sessions
with a deeper understanding of
how mowers and turf and sharp

cutting edges work in unison,
then we know we have done a good
job.

“The students, some of whom
haven'’t attended a formal training
course for many years, comment
on how this specialist workshop
has opened their eyes to something
they’d never thought about or
given credibility to.

“Many delegates attending a
training workshop do feel we are
offering a valuable service to both
today’s and the next generation of
greenkeepers.”

Ben concluded “Other ‘quiet’
benefits with these training
sessions and workshops are the
invaluable relationships that
are built up between the GTC’s
QA Centres, colleges, industry,
student and manufacturer”.

Happy New Year from all at
The GTC.

Bernhard & Co will be
attending BTME and you can
find them on Stand B44.

%:"5 Apprenticeships

The GTC is funded by:
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Huxley GOlf, PGA Official Supplier of all-weather golf All-Weather Surfaces For Your Golf Club

surfaces, reports that sales of its new Huxley Premier Tee ; _Fr’:g;ways ; g;'rfw':;‘:na "

Turf 2 (PTT2) all-weather tee turf are continuing at record * Putting Greens  * Accessories

levels. Ensure the course is playable all year round
Director Paul Huxley explains: “Huxley PTT2 takes a 3 _: i _.' - ?

normal tee peg anywhere in the pile (even the very long tee e

pegs for large-headed Drivers), so it’s ideal for use as an

alternative or winter tee and it’s also been a great success

on ranges and practice tees, such as at St Andrews and

many other top courses. The new synthetic yarn we use

won't fade, so it looks great anywhere —even in the shade Tel: 01254 831666 Fax: 01254 831066

under trees where natural grass won'’t grow. Huxley PTT2 Email: sales@verdesports.com

tee turf requires no irrigation, mowing or aeration and the www.verdesports.com

special fibres do not need any infill for support. This means

that regular maintenance is absolutely minimal, one of our

key R & D objectives when introducing this new Huxley

turf.”

To solve your winter tee or practice ground problems,
find out about Huxley Golf’s new PTT2 tee turf. Huxley
Golf have specialist Distributors throughout the UK and
Ireland and also in many other countries. They can install
or give advice to customers about self installation.

For full information and latest list of Huxley PTT2 users Huley Practice Tee at St Andrews Links
contact Huxley Golf:

Tel: 01962 733222
sales@huxleygolf.co.uk
www.huxleygolf.com P(?A

Official Supplier

BUNKER CONSTRUCTION

lindery

01344 621654
www.theblinder.com

CONSTRUCTION

MJ ABBOTT

LIMITED

GOLF COURSE SPECIALISTS
" GOLF COURSE CONSTRUCTION
" REMODELLING & RENOVATION
" GROW IN & MAINTENANCE

" SPORTSGROUND CONSTRUCTION

Tel.01722 716361
www.mjabbott.co.uk

i M

.Downes
Earthworks

I ¢ Golf Course Construction Services
e Green and Tee Reconstruction

I ¢ Lakes and Reservoirs ¢ Cart Paths
I ¢ Bunker Remodelling ¢ Drainage

e Lakes and Reservoirs I
it

Photo courtesy of Rudding Park
Repton Short Course ‘Signature Island Green’.

JOHN GREASLEY LTD

Tel. 0116 2696766

SPEEDCUT

CONTRACTORS LTD

SPORTSTURF &
GOLF COURSE
. CONSTRUCTION

. DRAINAGE
. RENOVATION

Oxford 01865 331479
www.speedcutcontractors.co.uk




DRAINAGE

IRRIGATION

RUBBER CRUMB

TURF

Scotland Based

Meiklem Drainage
Contractors Ltd

Sportsturf Drainage Specialists
Golf Courses - Sportsfields
Drainage * Construction
* Slitting/Banding
Contact Meiklem Drainage on:
T: 01383 830217
M: 07808 897 300
john.meiklem@meiklem.com
www.meiklem.com

Turfiry

Golf Course Drainage
Survey / Design / Installation / Greens /
Fairways / Bunkers / Complete Courses
Plastic Pipe / Turfdry Drainage System

For fast and friendly Nationwide Service

Contact Melvyn Taylor: 01283 551417
07836 259133 / melvyn@turfdry.com

www.turfdry.com

GOLF COURSE
MACHINERY

Coring without the mess!

Scan

here for

the solution
or call us on

0113 267 7000

www.greentek.org.uk

IRRIGATION

TT

LIMITED

IRRIGATION SPECIALISTS
DESIGN & SUPPLY
INSTALLATION
MAINTENANCE

Tel.01722 716361
www.mjabbott.co.uk

irritech limited

Independent Irrigation Consultants

Specialising in:-
@ Existing system evaluation
@ System design & upgrade
® Project management

Contact Roger Davey on:
01823 690216

www.irritechlimited.co.uk

The TAS TRIMMER
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LAKE CONSTRUCTION LINERS

@ Supply and installation of plastic
linersfor golf lakes and ponds

Tel: 01206 262676

www.geosynthetic.co.uk

RABBIT CONTROL/
MANAGEMENT

MACHINERY WANTED

Invicta
Equipment Ltd

We buy used golf
course machinery

Contact: Steve Dyne

Tel No:01474 874 120
Email:invictagroundcare®@live.com

NON-SLIP

GRIP[~¥.\s]

ANTI-ELIF STAIR & FLOOR SURFACES [N

WINTER
SAFETY ON THE TEE

Composite onti-slip panels provide o
hord wearing, long term safety solution
far railway sleaper steps. Resistant o

spiked shoes, weather and chemicals,
www.gripclad.co.uk
enquiries@gripclad.co.uk
02380 406796

TEBBUTT ASSOCIATES
RUBBER CRUMB

Crown Il rubber crumb for natural grass
reinforcement by mixing with the root
zone or verti draining in from the surface
Rubber Crumb 0.5-2mm for infilling of

synthetic turf on tees and pathways
Rubber Grass Mats for severe wear areas

Contact Tebbutt Associates
on 01253 342003 or Fax 01253 346644
e-mail: tebbuttasso@btconnect.com
www.tebbuttassociates.co.uk

TOP DRESSINGS

b wovies

Producers of quality Tep dressings,
Specialist sands, Roolzone solls,
Grit, Gravel and Pathway materials
for Golf Coursas, Playing Fields
and Sporls Pitches
Cowbog, New Pitaligo, Frassrbargh,
Abardeanshire, AB43 6PR

T 01771 653777

ol EnesSicvio. oo,k

www.lovie.co.uk

TRAINING

01858 464346 / 433003
www.banksamenity.co.uk

“For all your training needs

We offer courses that are recognised qualifi-
cations certificated through City and Guilds.
We can come to you for a range of courses

which include: Pesticides (PA1 and PAB),
Brushcutter, Strimmer, Hedge trimmer, Pole
Saw, Tractor Driving, Chainsaw Maintenance

(CS30), Felling Small Trees (CS31)
Contact Phill Lowe at
pglowe@hotmail.co.uk
or

or Call 07974812736

TURF

WK Lindum

taking grait & step further
20 years of golf turf experience
5 golf grades including high bent
Greens on USGA rootzone, RTF for
stabilisation/drought tolerance,
Wildflower Turf,
and new Low Maintenance turf

Tel: 01904 448675
www.turf.co.uk

EI Tillers Turf

Specialist Growers of
Turf for Golf Courses

Rootzone Turf for Greens
Grown on USGA rootzone,
top-dressed throughout the year,
and mown at 6mm.
Predominantly bent sward

Turf for Tees, Surrounds,
Approaches and Fairways
Various mixtures including
ryegrass/fescue, 100% fescue,
and bent/fescue grown
on sandy loam topsoil.

Bunker revetting turf
40mm thick
Small or big roll
Free loan of big roll
laying frame

Tel: 01652 678 000
www.tillersturf.co.uk

USED MACHINERY

WWW.
usedturfmachinery.com

VERTIDRAINING HIRE

PETER MANNINGTON

Pmressinal '-Jeml:lrain and
Earthquaking Contractor

Bspererret opealor comadibes maes s ifabie soives
TelFax Peter on 01580 881211
or Mobile 07850 612081

1 Wil Horne Cortngem, Siremitil, Hird Oreei,
Eichurgharn, Ex Sosso THIS 1OA

WASTE/WASHWATER

TREATMENT

Waste2Water

BIOLOGICAL VEHICLE &
EQUIPMENT WASH-OFF SYSTEMS

ESD Waste2Water Europe Lid.

Tel




Recruitment

FAST TRACK TO THE FUTURE !

TRAIN ON A TOP 100 GOLF COURSE IN THE USA'!

BE PART OF THE CREW FOR A US PGA TOUR EVENT !
IMPROVE YOUR LONG TERM CAREER PROSPECTS !
GAIN VALUABLE EXPERIENCE & KNOWLEDGE FROM THE
BEST SUPERINTENDENTS IN AMERICA !

GUARANTEED TO GET YOU AHEAD OF THE
COMPETITION

REQUIREMENTS:
CLEAN DRIVING / DRUG RECORD
MUST BE ENTHUSIASTIC AND MOTIVATED
MUST HAVE AT LEAST NVQ 2 OR ONE YEAR OF FULL TIME
TURFGRASS EDUCATION

PROGRAMS FROM 6 TO 18 MONTHS
HELP WITH VISAS, TRAVEL PLANS AND INSURANCE
PLACEMENT AND ACCOMMODATION ARRANGED
AVERAGE WAGE $2,200.00 PER MONTH
OPTIONAL ONLINE TURF CLASSES AVAILABLE

FOR MORE DETAILS CONTACT:
Mike O'Keeffe, The Ohio Program
Telephone: 001-614-688-5653
E-mail CV to: okeeffe.1@osu.edu
www.ohioprogram.org/applynow/IA.php

Head Greenkeeper

We are looking for a qualified and experienced person to take on the role of
Head Greenkeeper at “Dreamland Golf resort”. This new 18 Hole Course is
an undulating inland style course outside Baku, Azerbaijan. The course is
designed by Dye Design Group and currently under construction.

As part of the Management Team You will be responsible for leading a team
who Grow-In and thereafter maintain the course to highest possible standards
as set out by our agronomist using modern cultural techniques and machinery.
You will be responsible for managing all aspects of the maintenance including
Maintenance equipment, The golf car fleet, Clubhouse grounds, landscaping.

Other responsibilities include: keeping accurate and complete records on
payroll, inventory, weather data, maintenance procedures preparing the
annual budgets for the maintenance, Plan all maintenance and project work,
applying his or her agronomic and administrative expertise to achieve the
agreed-upon maintenance standards and long-range goals, inventory control
and oversees the equipment maintenance programs.

You will be expected to demonstrate in your application how you meet
each of these criteria

The person:

Ideally you will have at least 5 years minimum previous experience as Golf
Course Grounds Maintenance superintendant. With extensive back ground
in Grow in. Candidates must be able to adapt and adjust in a challenging
environment and have the Ability to work with the minimum of supervision
using your own initiative and to be flexible and patience with day to day issues
and local staff. HND Level in Turf management or equivalent is mandatory.

We can offer you
We can offer a generous remuneration expatriate package:
How to Apply

Applications must be made by sending your CV to: recruitment@dreamland.az
any additional information can NOT be made available until the final selection
procedure commences.

Closing date for applications is January 31, 2014 at 12 noon. All

applicants will receive a response only by 15th of February. Interviews
will be held soon thereafter.
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HEAD GREENKEEPER
FELTWELL GOLF CLUB
REQUIRED FROM LATE APRIL 2014

Previous experience essential
Closing date 20th January 2014

Interviews will be held in late January, salary
negotiable depending on experience.

Please apply with full CV and covering letter to:

Jon Moore, Manager, Feltwell Golf Club, Thor Avenue,
Wilton Road, Feltwell, Thetford, Norfolk, IP26 4AY

Telephone: 01842 827644
E mail: feltwellgolfclub@btconnect.com

HEAD GREENKEEPER
Rotherham Golf Club, South Yorkshire

Rotherham Golf Club is a well-established, premier private members club situated within
the county of South Yorkshire. The Club enjoys a well-presented parkland course and are
currently looking to fill the position of Head Greenkeeper.

The successful candidate should be fully qualified in all aspects of green keeping and
ideally have the following skills : NVQ level 4 or equivalent, PA1, PA2 and PAGA spraying
certificates, minimum 5 years experience in the green keeping industry, and a good
working knowledge of fine turf machinery and automatic irrigation systems combined with
the repair and maintenance of associated parts.

The successful candidate will be able to demonstrate high levels of management skills,
communication and leadership within their role. Previous experience as a Head Green
keeper is desirable but not essential.

Closing date for applications is Friday 25th January 2013.

All interested applicants to apply in writing or via email, including a covering letter and
detailed CV to Rob Norton, Greens Director, Rotherham Golf Club, Doncaster Road,
Thrybergh, Rotherham, S65 4NU.

Tel: 01709 850466 Email: chairman@rotherhamgolfclub.com

Head Greenkeeper
Le Touquet Paris Plage, 62520, France

Le Touquet Golf Club is a 45 holes resort in northern France that is currently
looking to fill the position of Head Greenkeeper. The first 18 holes called La
Forét was established in 1904 and designed by H.Hutchinson is more of an
“heathland” course. The second 18 holes called La Mer designed by H. Colt
and open in 1931 is one of the few links course in France. Both courses
have hosted the French Open several times and are regularly hosting
national and international pro am or tournament. The successful candidate
will be in charge of the two courses.

« The successful candidate will be able to demonstrate high levels of
management skills, communication and leadership within a crew of 15 people.
+ Experience in the maintenance of a “links” course applying sustainable
philosophy.

« Desire and willingness for an effective cooperation with golf course
secretary and the consultant (Gordon Irvine).

+ Experience in mechanical maintenance.

« Good working knowledge of automatic irrigation systems combined with
the repair and maintenance of associated parts.

+ General computer knowledge.

* The rules of golf relating to golf course maintenance
+ Have suitable qualifications for the above position

Starting date: as soon as possible/to be discussed.
A salary based on your skills and qualifications.
All interested applicants to apply in writing or via email, including a covering
letter and detailed CV before January 31st 2014 by email cdebruyne@
opengolfclub.com to the attention of Mr. Debruyne Charles — Golf secretary.

Closing date: 31st January 2014
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Coombe Hill Golf Club, Surrey
COURSE MANAGER

Coombe Hill Golf Club, ranked in the 100 golf clubs, is a
private 18 hole members’ club situated close to Kingston
upon Thames and only 10 miles from the centre of London.
The 6400 yard Par 71 parkland course designed by J F
Abercrombie in 1911, features tree lined fairways leading to
high quality undulating greens.

We are looking to recruit a dynamic Course Manager who has
the drive and passion to reach new standards of excellence
in the management and presentation of our heathland/
parkland golf course. The successful candidate will be able
to demonstrate a successful track record in course and man
management and will hold relevant greenkeeping and/or
agronomy qualifications.

Previous experience as a Course Manager is essential.
Closing date for Applications is

Interested applicants should apply in writing enclosing a full
CV no later than Friday 24th January 2014.

Mr Colin Chapman, Chief Executive, Coombe Hill Golf Club,
Golf Club Drive, Kingston upon Thames, Surrey KT2 7DF

Email: ceo@chgc.net
Interviews are expected W/C 3rd February 2014.
Closing: 24 January 2014

€
& BIGGA
scca Lending Library

BIGGA MEMBERSHIP BENEFIT

sponsored by

JOHN DEERE

Hundreds of books
are available in our
Lending Library

..simply click on the ‘Lending
Library’ tab in the Members’
section of the BIGGA website

www.bigga.org.uk
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Recruitment

FERENEZE GOLF CLUB
HEAD GREENKEEPER

Builtin 1904 Fereneze is a fine 18 hole moorland golf course with
magnificent views over the Clyde Valley and beyond. The Club
is looking to recruit an experienced and highly motivated Head

Greenkeeper as a replacement for our present Head Greenkeeper
who is retiring. The Candidate should have

» NVQ Level 3 in Greenkeeping
* PA1, PA2 and PA6
* NPTC Chain Saw licence — preferred but not essential
+ Knowledge of modern machinery and maintenance
» Up to date knowledge of Health and Safety Legislation

« An ability to communicate effectively with staff, club management
and members

Please send your CV and covering letter by post to:
Mr Mitchell Jones
Secretary
Fereneze Golf Club
Fereneze Avenue
BARRHEAD
G78 1HJ

Closing Date for Application: 31 January 2014

Advertise

your
recruitment

here

... and online
for one month

at www.bigga.org.uk/
careers

from £575+vat for an
1/8 advert

Contact Jill Rodham
on 01347 833 812
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Ian Tomlinson has experienced more snow than most greenkeepers during 27
years working in Switzerland and Denmark. In the first part of a timely two
part article, he advises you how to deal with the white stuff

During the last couple of
winters there has been lots of
talk about snow on greens.

Should you remove it or leave it
were it is?

What about a layer of ice on the
greens, will the grass die under such
a layer, should you try to crack it or
leave it alone?

If you remove the snow and then
have weeks of freezing easterly
winds will the grass die of desicca-
tion or should we leave it there but
risk snow mould damage?

Lots of questions and you will not
find the answer in a textbook!

After 14 years working in Switzer-
land managing golf courses and now
13 years in Denmark [ have had my
fair share of experience but you are
always surprised by mother nature.
In Switzerland it was normal to have
one metre of snow most winters and
very low temperatures. Snow could
fall anytime from October to April. At
that time we were all lucky to have a
fungicide product containing PCNB
(pentachloronitrobenzene). This has
since been removed but the results
were outstanding. We applied the
product hours before the first snow-
fall then usually dug the greens free
of the snow on 1 March...and found
perfect greens.

But where do we stand today?
In Denmark where legislation has
removed almost all pesticides and
we have only a systemic fungicide
available to use (which is no use
whatsoever in autumn and winter)
how do we keep greens disease free?

The first issue is to address the
botanical composition of the turf
on your greens and the growing
environments around green sites.
It is certain that if you are promoting
poa annua dominated swards in our
environment you will lose your turf
every winter. I am not saying that if
you are promoting fescue/bent turf
that you will have no problems, you
will. The difference is that when the
poa is attacked the whole plant is
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damaged including the crown and
you end up with a bare depression
on your playing surface. With
fescue the plant will be attacked but
survives and as soon as favourable
climatic conditions allow the greens
will regenerate and be perfect again
in a matter of weeks. The poa greens
will be scarred and bumpy and may
take two or three months before an
acceptable putting surface can be
produced.

Our best greens are the ones with
80% fescue/bent grasses in them
and no shading issues from trees.
Other greens growing in wooded
areas where sunlight and air move-
ment is an issue have more poa
annua and invariably end up with
major snow mould damage.

We experienced a hard winter in
2009/2010. We were lucky that the
greens were frozen before the snow
fell. This situation will certainly help
limit your disease damage to the
turf. You then have another issue
as halfway through the winter there
is a thaw. But the green is frozen
and the melted snow has nowhere
to go and you end up with water

Ian Tomlinson

lan began his greenkeeping
career at Scarcroft Golf Club
in 1976 before spending

14 years at Lausanne Golf
Club in Switzerland. He
returned briefly to the UK
before taking up his current
position as Course Manager
at Rungsted Golf Club in
Denmark.

lan’s wife and children

live with him in Denmark.
He loves the lifestyle

and scenery, but loathes
the Danish taxman who
ensures that the cost of
living is incredibly high
with two thirds of his salary
disappearing in taxes!

on the putting surface. Then, it
freezes again and you have a few
centimetres of ice on top of your
turf. Under this situation poa will
survive up to 30 days before it dies
of asphyxiation. Fescue/bents can
go between 60 to 100 days. Another
issue is that if there is a great deal
of direct sunshine on the ice but it’s
too cold to melt it the ice can act as
a magnifying glass scorching the
grass.

On many occasions  have run the
verti-drain across the greens with
the tines set just deep enough to
crack the ice and stop at the grass
canopy. You cannot remove the ice
as the grass leaf blades are frozen
into the ice but this will allow for
vital air to get through to the grass
to avoid suffocation. I prefer to risk
a little turf damage by doing some-
thing rather than leaving the ice and
risk running into scorching greens
which happened to me one year in
Switzerland.

Next month Ian offers his
conclusions on dealing with snow
and take us through the past few
Danish winters...

The views expressed within this column are not
ily those of Gr per International

@BIGGALtd



Rev lution’

! Better Root Growth-
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It's no surprise that Revolution is trusted by so many

turf professionals around the world. It's the only soil

surfactant that goes beyond water repellency issues, providing
comprehensive water management and plant health benefits as well.

Revolution’s patented formulation balances air and water in the soil profile,
leading to a better root system and improved soil health. By maximizing the
potential of your growing environment, Revolution helps turf function more
efficiently and perform at consistently higher levels, even under stress.

Try it — and see the benefits for yourself.

It contains
more than
— you think.

www.farmura.com
Distributed by 'a'm“'a tel: 01233 756 581

menta
info@farmura.com

Better Playability

Better Soil Health

The Wor/qs
Leadlng
Soil S urfactant

O Aquatrols

www.aquatrols.com





