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Green innovation
Golf courses are facing challenges on three fronts - climate 
change, difficult economic climate, and environmental 
pressures. Selecting the right products that can stand up to 
these challenges is key. With this in mind, Lindum Turf has 
developed a range of high quality products to suit the particular 
needs of golf courses with a focus on innovation in grass 
technology.

CHOICe OF teeS
With the renovation season fast approaching, Lindum can 
supply a choice of tees grade turf to suit your course and 
preferences. LT4 Smooth Stalked Tees is a high quality mixture 
of a fine bladed cultivar of smooth stalked meadow grass 
with fescues, combining fine appearance with hard wear and 
recovery. LT5 Rye Tees is a hard wearing mix combining the 
repair and recovery of wear tolerant ryegrasses with a dense 
smooth stalked meadow grass/fescue base.

SUCCeSSFULLY eStAbLISHING NeW GreeNS
New greens can fail to establish successfully because of soil 
particle size incompatibility. Lindum has developed several 
ways to combat this and can supply Washed Turf or greens turf 
grown on a USGA spec Rootzone. Both avoid the development 
of a layer that inhibits root growth and water percolation, 
leading to more successful establishment.

GO WILd!
More and more golf courses are recognising their contribution 
to the environment and planting natural wildflower areas to 
create interest, attract wildlife and give year round pleasure. 
Lindum Wildflower Meadow Turf produces an instant 
wildflower area and is easy to establish – ideal for enhancing 
biodiversity on the course.

NO mOre mUddY WALKWAYS
Stabilise high traffic areas with Lindum Lokturf - a hard 
wearing mix of ryegrass and smooth stalked meadow grass, 
growing in a fibre reinforced rootzone. Lindum Lokturf provides 
superior reinforcement to reduce the impact of trolleys and golf 
shoes in all weathers. 

Contact us on 01904 448675 for technical specifications 
of the full Lindum Golf turf range or visit our website 
www.turf.co.uk 

S P E E D C U T 
C O N T R A C T O R S  LTD

SPORTSTURF & 
GOLF COURSE
.  CONSTRUCTION 

.  DRAINAGE 
.  RENOVATION

Oxford 01865 331479
www.speedcutcontractors.co.uk

Traditional
drainage and

Lytag banding
of greens and fairways

Tel: 01785 812706
E: NSIrrigation@aol.com

www.northstaffsirrigation.co.uk

Golf Course Drainage
Specialist

For fast and friendly UK 
service call:

Melvyn Taylor
on 01283 551417
or 07836 259133

www.turfdry.com

Golf Course Drainage 
Survey / Design / Installation / Greens / 
Fairways / Bunkers / Complete Courses
Plastic Pipe / Turfdry Drainage System

For fast and friendly Nationwide Service

Contact Melvyn Taylor: 01283 551417
07836 259133 / melvyn@turfdry.com

www.turfdry.com

DraInaGe

Tel 01772 877289 (Preston, Lancs) 
Email: info@dixondrainage.co.uk 

www.dixondrainage.co.uk

Established 1978
Sportsturf Drainage Specialist

Slitting • Banding • Maintenance

Drainage • Construction • Renovation

Philip Dixon Contractors Ltd

Scotland Based

Meiklem Drainage 
Contractors Ltd

Sportsturf Drainage  
Specialists

Golf Courses - Sportsfields
Drainage  * Construction  

* Slitting/Banding
Contact Meiklem Drainage on: 

T: 01383 830217
M: 07808 897 300

john.meiklem@meiklem.com

If it’s drainage, it has to be Duncan Ross!

DESIGN : INSTALLATION : MAINTENANCE
Pitch Construction : Piped Drainage Systems : Sand Slitting

Blec Vibro Sand Banding : Koro Surfacing : Vertidraining : Topdressing : Overseeding

Appley Bridge, Wigan, Lancashire WN6 9DT
t 01257 255321 f 01257 255327 e office@duncanrosslanddrainage.co.uk

www.duncanrosslanddrainage.co.uk

Pitch Construction : Piped Drainage Systems
Sand Slitting : Blec Vibro Sand Banding : Landscaping

Koro Surfacing : Vertidraining : Topdressing : Overseeding

If it’s drainage, it has to be Duncan Ross!

Willow Farm, 
Red Cat Lane, Burscough, Ormskirk L40 0RF

t 01257 255321 
e office@duncanrosslanddrainage.co.uk

www.duncanrosslanddrainage.co.uk

Tel. 01722 716361
www.mjabbott.co.uk

GOLF COURSE CONSTRUCTION
REMODELLING & RENOVATION
GROW IN & MAINTENANCE
SPORTSGROUND CONSTRUCTION

GOLF COURSE SPECIALISTS

Tel. 01722 716361
www.mjabbott.co.uk

DESIGN & INSTALLATION
PRIMARY SYSTEMS
SAND SLITTING
GRAVEL BANDING

DRAINAGE SPECIALISTS

The TAS TRIMMER
SPRINKLER HEAD MAINTENANCE

AND SAFETY MADE EASY
from £23 +VAT

All popular 
sprinkler, 
valve box 
& marker 

sizes www.jsmd.co.uk
tel. 0845 026 0064

Specialising in:-
● Existing system evaluation 
● System design & upgrade
● Project management

Contact Roger Davey on:

01823 690216
www.irritechlimited.co.uk

Independent Irrigation Consultants

irritech limited

IrrIGatIon

Tel. 01722 716361
www.mjabbott.co.uk

DESIGN & SUPPLY

INSTALLATION

MAINTENANCE

IRRIGATION SPECIALISTS

DraInaGe FIrSt aID

GolF CoUrSe 
MaCHInerY

ConStrUCtIon

ConStrUCtIon

Look at the latest... 
Second Hand Machinery 

...for sale
www.bigga.org.uk/classifieds

PREMIER ALL-WEATHER SURFACES FOR GOLF

Top quality practice tees, golf course tees, putting 
& pitching greens, pathways, patios, cart tracks 
and lawns professionally designed and installed.

Huxley Practice Tee at St Andrews Links

Tel: 01962 733222
 sales@huxleygolf.co.uk

www.huxleygolf.com

• AERATION
•  ALL WEATHER SURFACES
• ARTIFICIAL GRASS
• ANTI SLIP
• BUNKER CONSTRUCTION
•  CLOTHING/FOOTWEAR
• COMPACT TRACTORS
• CONSTRUCTION
• DRAINAGE
• FINANCE & LEASING
• FLAGS
• HEDGES/TREES
• IRRIGATION
•  IRRIGATION CONSULTANTS
•  LAKE CONSTRUCTION 

lInerS
• MACHINERY FOR SALE
• MACHINERY WANTED
• RUBBER CRUMB
• SOIL FOOD WEB
• TOP DRESSING
• TREE MOVING
• TREE CLEARANCE
•  TURF RENOVATION  

eQUIpMent
• USED MACHINERY
• VERTIDRAINING HIRE
•  WASTE/WASHWATER 

treatMent

BUYerS GUIDe 
CateGorIeS

all WeatHer SUrFaCeS

all WeatHer SUrFaCeS
Photo courtesy of Rudding Park
Repton Short Course ‘Signature Island Green’.

Tel. 0116 2696766

BUnker ConStrUCtIon

The bunker lining solution
01344 621654

www.theblinder.com

ADVERTISE HERE
from as little as £250  

for a FULL 6 MONTHS,  
full colour, please call 

Jill on 01347 833 832 or 
email 

jill@bigga.co.uk















 
  
 








Scan 
here for 

the solution

or call us on

0113 267 7000
www.greentek.org.uk

THINK

Coring without the mess!

lake ConStrUCtIon lInerS

Tel: 01206 262676  
www.geosynthetic.co.uk

Supply and installation of plastic 
liners for golf lakes and ponds

IrrIGatIon

ADVERTISE HERE
from as little as £250  

for a FULL 6 MONTHS,  
full colour, please call 

Jill on 01347 833 832 or 
email 

jill@bigga.co.uk

Look at the latest... 
Second Hand Machinery 

...for sale
www.bigga.org.uk/classifieds



RUBBER CRUMB

TEBBUTT ASSOCIATES

Contact Tebbutt Associates
on 01253 342003 or Fax 01253 346644
e-mail: tebbuttasso@btconnect.com

www.tebbuttassociates.co.uk

Crown III rubber crumb for natural grass 
reinforcement by mixing with the root 

zone or verti draining in from the surface
 Rubber Crumb 0.5-2mm for infilling of 

synthetic turf on tees and pathways
 Rubber Grass Mats for severe wear areas

RABBIT CONTROL/
ManaGeMent

MaCHInerY WanteD

non-SlIp

FOR ALL YOUR BULK SUPPLIES
NATIONWIDE DELIVERIES
01858 464346 / 433003

www.banksamenity.co.uk

Specialist Growers of 
Turf for Golf Courses

Rootzone Turf for Greens
Grown on USGA rootzone, 

top-dressed throughout the year, 
and mown at 6mm. 

Predominantly bent sward

Turf for Tees, Surrounds, 
Approaches and Fairways

Various mixtures including 
ryegrass/fescue, 100% fescue, 

and bent/fescue grown 
on sandy loam topsoil.

Bunker revetting turf 
40mm thick 

Small or big roll
Free loan of big roll 

laying frame

Tel: 01652 678 000
www.tillersturf.co.uk WASTE/WASHWATER 

treatMent

WorkWear

sales@greenkeepersdirect.co.uk
T:01752 896851  
M:07731 757675

GREENKEEPERS 
WORKWEAR

www.greenkeepersdirect.co.uk

tUrF USeD MaCHInerY

20 years of golf turf experience 
5 golf grades including high bent 
Greens on USGA rootzone, RTF for 

stabilisation/drought tolerance, 
Wildflower Turf,

and new Low Maintenance turf

Tel: 01904 448675
www.turf.co.uk

Invicta Groundcare
Equipment Ltd

We buy used golf 
course machinery

Contact: Steve Dyne
Tel No: 01474 874 120   
Email: invictagroundcare@live.com

Invicta4x1.indd   1 7/5/10   15:29:46

top DreSSInGS

www.
usedturfmachinery.com 

tUrF renoVatIon 
eQUIpMent

traCtorS

traInInG

www.groundsmanindustries.com
email: bwarke@groundsmanindustries.com

TURF AERATORS

TURF SOD CUTTERS

Visit us online at:

Specialists in the design  
and manufacture of...

Leaders by Design

Model TMC2: The Ultimate 
General Purpose Turf Cutter
● Built for contract and hire
● Exceptional traction in all conditions
● Low vibration levels, Easy to operate
● Sod Blades 12, 14, 16 & 18” plus Mole Drainage Blade

● Seperate Blade and Ground Drive Engagement
● 24 Months Factory Warranty

Tel: Billy Warke 028 2766 7049
Email: bwarke@groundsmanindustries.com
www.groundsmanindustries.com

®

®
rUBBer CrUMB

ERS Developments Ltd
Wildlife Management  

Specialists
• Rabbit control/ Management

• Japanese Knotweed Eradication
(guaranteed in one growing season)

01296 468514
e-mail: ersoffice@btinternet.com

www.ersenvironmental.co.uk

ADVERTISE HERE
from as little as £250  

for a FULL 6 MONTHS,  
full colour, please call  
Jill on 01347 833 832  

or email 
jill@bigga.co.uk

www.reco.co.uk

Lowe Maintenance 
For all your training needs 

We offer courses that are recognised qualifi-
cations certificated through City and Guilds. 
We can come to you for a range of courses 
which include: Pesticides (PA1 and PA6), 

Brushcutter, Strimmer, Hedge trimmer, Pole 
Saw, Tractor Driving, Chainsaw Maintenance 

(CS30), Felling Small Trees (CS31)
Contact Phill Lowe at  

pglowe@hotmail.co.uk 
or www.lowe-maintenance.co.uk

or Call 07974812736

01489 576384

• Creative new woodland design
• Tree planting & maintenance 
•  Management plans for existing 

trees & woodland
• Tree safety surveys
• Small-scale timber harvesting

Woodland management & consultancy

Tel: 01507 578 080
www.stourtonforestry.co.uk

VertIDraInInG HIre

To advertise within 
Greenkeeper International 

please contact Jill on 
01347 833 800

or email 
jill@bigga.co.uk 

 Advertising rates:
1/4 page - £570
1/2 page_ £790

Full page - £1500
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1987-2012

  the BIGGA  
turf Management
   exhibition

incorporating:

BIGGA Seminars  
& Workshops

20-23 January 2013

w over 150 exhibitors showcasing the latest products
w network with over 7000 sports and turf professionals
w the annual must-attend event for golf greenkeepers

Free entrY
to BtMe 2013

AnD A SIMPLe onLIne 
reGIStrAtIon ProCeSS  
- CLICk reGISter noW! At...

www.harrogateweek.org.uk

BtMe is back
for it’s 24th year, at the Harrogate International Centre, 22-24 January 2013
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recruitment

intheshed answers

QUIZ ANSWerS:
1. Carlos Tevez
2. Swansea City, Michael Laudrup
3. Carzola  /  4. Ben Arfa, Sami Nasri
5. rickie Lambert 
6. Van Persie, Rooney, Hernandez, 
Welbeck (5th) Berbatov (6th) owen
7. Southampton, reading, West Ham
8. Cardiff, penalties
9. number 11 (was 3, and 9 in a pre-
season friendly!)
Compiled by tom@bigga.org.uk  
Let him know how well you did!

CrOSSWOrd mONSter SUdOKO SQUIGGLY SUdOKO

Your springboard to a successful career 

Ransomes Jacobsen Limited manufactures 
and markets a range of turf maintenance 
equipment for the golf course, municipal 
and professional lawn care markets. To 
demonstrate our products to new and existing 
customers, we have built a three-hole golf 
course, which is now in its fifth season. 

We are currently looking to recruit a 
Greenkeeper on a two-year sponsored 
placement. The successful candidate will be 
responsible for the routine maintenance of 
the golf course and a 7-a-side football pitch, 
in accordance with our Risk Assessments and 
Health and Safety Policies.

As the ideal candidate you will have been 
working for at least a year on a golf course or 
fine turf environment, studying at NVQ level 2 
in a turf or horticulture-related subject and be 
prepared to continue studying to achieve NVQ 
level 3 in this subject. We will actively encourage 
and support you in these studies and honour 
day-release obligations.   

This is a varied role with other 
responsibilities that include:

• Maintaining the golf course including 
furniture and decking

• Maintaining and operating the water 
irrigation system to meet the seasonal growing 
requirements of the grass plant, whilst 
managing the resource by monitoring rainfall 
and forecast weather conditions

• Maintaining trial grass plots for our 
business partners

• Operating and maintaining machinery 
to the standards set out in the operators and 
maintenance manual for each piece of equipment

• Cleaning, preparing and storing each 
piece of equipment after use in line with the 
manufacturers’ recommendation to maintain its 
quality and precision.

• Pruning trees, trimming hedges and cutting 

back shrubs, as required. 
• Assisting with customer visits, 

demonstrations and product training, as 
required

• Assisting with the test and trial of newly 
developed equipment

This could be your springboard to a 
successful career in the turf care industry, so if 
you’re looking to progress and are interested 
in this career opportunity, please send or 
email your CV to: 

Carol Mellelieu, HR Director, Ransomes 
Jacobsen, West Road, Ransomes Europark, 
Ipswich, Suffolk IP3 9TT 

Email: cmellelieu@tip.textron.com

GREENKEEPING VACANCY

TWO-YEAR SPONSORED 
PLACEMENT

GI_SEP12_REC_RANSOMES_1.2.indd   1 24/08/2012   15:58

recruitment
Assistant Greenkeeper

Lamberhurst Golf Club, Kent
Applicants must be able to undertake all basic greenkeeping tasks and be qualified 

to NVQ Level 2. Chainsaw and Spraying qualifications would be an advantage.  
Works on the course cover a wide range of duties so this position requires an 

individual who can apply their skills to all aspects of course maintenance. You must 
be a good team worker, highly motivated, be able to make decisions and able to 

operate a full range of equipment associated with the post.
Salary is negotiable dependant on experience. 

To apply in writing please enclose your CV with a covering letter to the 
Secretary, Lamberhurst Golf Club, Church Road, Lamberhurst, Kent TN3 

8DT or email your CV to secretary@lamberhurstgolfclub.com 
Closing date:  16th September 2012 

Lamberhurst Golf Club Ltd is an equal opportunities employer

Northumberland Golf Club is seeking a full time Greenkeeper to 
work as part of a progressive team.

NVQ level 1 and 2 along with PA1 and PA11 or equivalent required.

Please apply in writing enclosing your CV to the Course Manager or 
alternatively e-mail details to sec@thengc.co.uk 

The closing date for applications is Monday 17 September 2012

Northumberland Golf Club, High Gosforth Park, NE3 5HT

Greenkeeper required
Northumberland Golf Club

LYDD GOLF CLUB
ROMNEY MARSH - KENT

HEAD GREENKEEPER 
Package on application

Lydd Golf Course require a competent Head Greenkeeper – or First Assistant 
who is looking for career progression -  to manage and maintain their 18 hole 

members’ course and 6 hole academy course. Applicants must have the ability to 
demonstrate a passion for Greenkeeping alongside meticulous attention to detail 

and excellent communication skills.
A proven track record of high standard course presentation – day to day running 

of a course and effective staff management are all essential attributes of the 
successful applicant.  Experience of links management would be an advantage.

Application is by Curriculum Vitae and covering letter to: 
Gary Debenham, Group Golf Course Manager via gary@pentlandgolf.co.uk 

Closing date: 22 September 2012
www.lyddgolfclub.co.uk

Advertise your 
recruitment here
... and online 
for one month 
at www.bigga.org.uk/careers
from £540+vat for an 1/8 advert 
Contact Jill Rodham on  
01347 833 800 ext 519

1987-2012

BIGGA 
are delighted to be at 
IoG SALteX 
4-6 September 2012
Windsor racecourse

Berkshire

Stand
e33

Come and  
say hello!
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the day, all greens are different and 
all have their own optimum treat-
ments.

Know how your turfgrass plants 
grow. In order to get the best from 
his turf, a greenkeeper needs 
to understand the relationship 
between plants and soil in the same 
way as a gardener or a plant ecolo-
gist does and this is more important 
in achieving healthy turf than being 
a great golfer. 

It is interesting to note that 
because he was not a keen golfer, the 
great Jim Arthur was sacked many 
years ago as the club agronomist by 
one of my client golf clubs - but that 
might have been an excuse!

Think about what you are doing, 
and retain a balance between 
supplying too little and too much. 
For example, most soils contain 
adequate amounts of phosphorus 
for plant growth. 

If you feel this is the case, drop 
it from your fertiliser programme, 
though you may have to shop 
around to find a fertiliser without 
phosphorus these days. Just apply 
what is necessary. 

The healthiest greens need to 
receive nitrogen as the only major 
nutrient applied to them and if you 
can produce good greens by doing 
that, don’t allow yourself to be 
convinced that you need to apply 
phosphorus and potassium.

This isn’t something you can 
learn from a book but only from 
experience. 

It is how Jim Arthur was able to 
advise on nutrition without using 
analysis results. But if you can’t do 
that you need the figures to back 
you up. 

As Jim Arthur would have said, “If 
in doubt, don’t feed”. 

Keep it simple. Less is more.

Quality on Demand 
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the very lowest running costs. 
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BARONESS LM56—THE BEST WALKMOWER MONEY CAN BUY! 

A new column for writers and members to air and 
share their views on golf greenkeeping topics 9 9

the views expressed within this column are not 
necessarily those of Greenkeeper International

the back Nine

Robert Laycock calls for a simple approach to golf green nutrition.

I was thinking about Jim 
Arthur the other day. I often 
do. It may be because I was 
traumatised by his attacks 
on me 20 years ago when I 
first set up as an independent 
agronomist and was “the new 
agronomist kid on the block”. 

However, I think we eventually 
achieved mutual respect, and he 
inscribed my copy of his ‘Practical 
Greenkeeping’ book with the phrase 
“From one agronomist to another”, 
which is something I treasure.

Jim Arthur was well known for 
having a minimalist approach to golf 
course agronomy, which did not go 
down well with some people but in 
the right circumstances it produced 
fantastic results. 

Although he was highly qualified 
in plant and soil science, Jim Arthur 
did not need soil chemical analyses 
to determine the nutrient require-
ments of turf.

The healthiest golf greens I visit 
as an agronomist are managed in a 
“Jim Arthur” style. They are old links 
greens with a high content of red 
fescue and browntop bent - com-
pletely aerobic with deep roots. 

They are fed once a year and 
receive very little fungicide treat-
ment. The club car park is always 
full, so they must play well too!

But not every course can be 
like that. Some of my other cli-
ents’ greens require much more  
fertiliser - if this is necessary to get 
the best golfing surfaces for that 
course. 

But it is always best to aim to 
achieve the optimum, as apply-
ing too little or too much can be 
detrimental and can contribute to 
triggering disease outbreaks. Get 
the plants healthy by getting the 
nutrition right and you reduce the 
risk of disease, saving money on 
fungicides. 

Some greenkeepers make it hard 
for themselves by adopting compli-
cated programmes of fertiliser and 
chemical applications, planned in 
advance with their fertiliser sup-

plier and which are intended to be 
adhered to. What makes it worse 
is that some golf course advisers, 
who should know better, also  
want to appear more knowledgeable 
by producing over-complicated 
plans. 

In my opinion, it is better to 
adopt a simpler and less prescrip-
tive approach, working with the 
turfgrass plants, the soil they are 
growing in and the local climate 
and tailoring inputs to the greens 
in a flexible way as the season 
progresses. This is certainly the 
cheapest approach.

It is important to understand 
the technical stuff so that you can 
decide which products are best for 
you. But you also need to be able 
to encourage plants to grow to their 
optimum. 

Remember that it isn’t just fertil-
iser that stimulates growth. Aera-
tion encourages rooting and better 
rooting allows the turfgrass plants 
to take up more nutrients.

So I advise my clients to take 
advantage of analyses of soil and 
tissue from their greens, but not to 
rely on analysis alone to decide what 
treatments they need. 

If the turf on the greens is healthy, 
with a proportion of fine grasses, an 
aerobic rootzone and deep roots, 
that tells you it has all it needs and 
it may be possible to reduce inputs, 
which is a great advantage in these 
straitened times. 

BUT only reduce fertiliser applica-
tions if this is not going to damage 
the turf. Some greens need more 
fertiliser than others and reducing 
it too rapidly can lead to poor green 
surfaces (and, in the worst cases, 
the issuing of P45s to those in the 
firing line). 

At the end of the day, the purpose 
of golf greens is for golfers to putt on 
them. If putting surfaces are poor, 
the greens are not being looked after 
properly. 

Fertiliser reduction can become 
a “macho” thing - seeing who can 
reduce the most. But at the end of 

 
“Keep it simple. Less is more”
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