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What a challenge for BIGGA members 
the last few weeks have been; an 
amazing early spring that raised golfer 
expectations was swiftly followed by 
drought orders, golf courses being 
labelled ‘gardens’ and then torrential rain 
seemingly throughout April!  

One thing is for certain, our weather cycles 
are no longer reliable and that means that golf 
clubs need to take steps to ensure they have 
access to essential resources, particularly 
water for irrigation, in future years.  

As this edition of Greenkeeper International 
goes to print a softening of the water authorities 
views on golf course irrigation is emerging 
which may mean that golf clubs that rely on 
mains water for their irrigation will be allowed 
to do so.

It is clear however that the golf industry 
needs to do more to convince the powers that 
be that we are responsible users of water and 
that there is a genuine commercial need to keep 
grass healthy. In this magazine we focus on 
some of the work that is taking place behind the 
scenes to improve the position whilst looking at 
some examples of good practice that all clubs 
can learn from.

This month witnesses the 23rd and final 
PGA Championship to be played on a 
course managed by Chris Kennedy, this 
astonishing record is surely unparalleled 
in British, if not world golf, as is his total 
of 52 european Tour sanctioned events.  

All of us here at BIGGA House wish Chris 
the best of luck with his final event and more 
importantly a well-earned retirement. 

I know the BIGGA Support Team that will 
assist the excellent Wentworth crew will enjoy 
the privilege of being involved in this historic 
event.

We are committed to a programme of 
improvements to this magazine and are 
determined to make it as relevant as 
possible to you the reader.  

In the next few weeks we will be surveying all 
BIGGA members for their views on how we can 
achieve this. Please take a few minutes to give 
us your feedback when the survey arrives or 
feel free to get in contact with me, or any of the 
BIGGA team in the meantime.

Finally I’d like to thank Peter Larter for 
his superb service to the Association as 
he prepares for his well-earned retirement 
at the end of the month.  

Peter has worked for BIGGA since 1996 as 
a Regional administrator and latterly has had 
the tough task of managing both the Northern 
and Midland Regions. He has done a great job 
and been extremely popular with members 
and trade alike. On a personal note to have 
the chance to work with a former British Lion 
and Northampton Saints legend has been a 
privilege.

Enjoy the read
Jim Croxton, BIGGA CeO

Water, water everywhere

Photography of High Post GC, Salisbury in Wiltshire by Paul Hope

In any sport, there are key moments that create legendary status; 
great reputations are forged at such times. Take the Jacobsen Eclipse 322, 
bristling with innovative features; it’s designed to overcome all challenges. 
That’s why Arnold Palmer speci� es Jacobsen for his golf courses.

FOR A LEGENDARY PERFORMANCE 

ON YOUR COURSE, CALL +44 1473 270000

www.ransomesjacobsen.com

HIS MOMENT
OUR MACHINES
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COURSE FEatURE

Water restrictions
Jim Croxton introduces a series of articles on the recent drought...

Water, H2O, wasser, agua, 
l’eau, call it what you will it 
has been the main topic of 
conversation for greenkeepers 
for the last few weeks and 
months. 

We either have too much of it 
dropping from the skies – some of 
the rainfall statistics for the West of 
Scotland amongst other areas are 
eye watering (excuse the pun) – or 
far too little, resulting in Temporary 
Use Bans/Hosepipe Bans and 
potentially Drought Orders. 

Meanwhile, courses are closed 
due to flooding, but we’re assured 

that even if it rains all summer, and 
let’s hope it doesn’t, that won’t be 
enough to make up for two very dry 
winters.

As ever, BIGGA members will 
adapt to the varying challenges and 
continue to strive to produce the 
best course conditions possible.  
Many have already taken steps to 
harvest, store or abstract water, 
reduce usage and recycle, but there 
are still golf clubs out there that face 
the possibility of a long-term ban on 
irrigation.

Water shortages are clearly a 
serious issue and it ill behoves the 

golf industry to try and claim that 
it’s need is more important than 
many other deserving areas. But, 
it is clear that if irrigation is banned 
then those clubs affected will almost 
certainly suffer significantly as a 
result, and jobs are very much at 
stake, not just those of greenkeep-
ers but across the golf employment 
sector and beyond.

Later in these pages we feature 
some examples of good practice and 
forward thinking that have taken 
place but the problem is one that 
the golf industry needs to address 
in a united way.

“Courses are closed due to flooding, 
but we’re assured that even if it rains 
all summer, and let’s hope it doesn’t, 
that won’t be enough to make up for 
two very dry winters”
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not” then things become diffi cult. 

I think it’s a very grey area at the 

moment.”
As the exemption is only up to 

June, the course manager was 

thinking about how to water their 

greens after this time.

“At the moment we’ve started to 

collect rainfall, but I would require 

a minimum of 20 cubic metres per 

day through the hot weather just 

to keep the greens alive. After that 

they would deteriorate and prob-

ably quite rapidly,” they continued.

Alan Pierce MG, Course Man-

ager at Ham Manor GC, in West 

Sussex, is in Southern Water’s 

region. Alan has an abstraction 

license from the Environment 

Agency for 1.6 million gallons per 

year, for what they determine as 

the growing season from April until 

September. 
The license applies to the Black 

Ditch which runs all the way 

through Sussex to the River Arun 

and then out to sea. This ditch runs 

through the course and is water 

table controlled, so is always at the 

water table level. As this is Alan’s 

only source of water, he is com-

pletely at the mercy of nature when 

it comes to watering his course. 

it would have on the business if 

this dropped off due to poor greens 

conditions.
Justification of Water Use - It 

is important to show that current 

water use is effi cient (evapotranspi-

ration replacement) and necessary 

to maintain the playing surfaces 

and that water is not being wasted 

through carrying out the following:-

·Irrigation System Audit - the 

efficiency and adequacy of your 

system / water storage measures. 

·Reductions made to Current 

Demands- Records on reductions 

made to irrigation inputs e.g. water-

ing greens only.

·Agronomic Advice - Specialist 

advice to help strengthen your 

case in proving what water use is 

essential to keeping your turf alive 

and showing the Club are taking all 

possible measures to take to reduce 

drought susceptibility. Also, budget 

costs associated with remedial 

work in the event of loss of grass 

cover.
England Golf working with the 

Associations, BIGGA, GCMA, PGA 

etc, will continue to represent golf 

and support our affi liate clubs in 

securing access to the ever more 

valuable resource...WATER.

DROUGHT FEATURE

The water restrictions 

imposed throughout much of 

the south of England in April 

have caused much confusion 

amongst greenkeepers in the 

affected areas.
Whilst water shortages were not 

unexpected, some of the sudden 

and varying messages from water 

companies were. The news that 

some golf courses are now cat-

egorised as ‘gardens’ and subject to 

the same restrictions was a prime 

example.
This article hopes to highlight 

the varying experiences of course 

managers in dealing with increas-

ingly adverse weather conditions 

as well as muddy regulations from 

authorities.
Ian Streeter, Course Manager 

at West Sussex Golf Club, has a 

limited amount of water in a bore-

hole. He said readings taken from 

this borehole indicated the aquifer 

that they pump from was at the 

same level as last year and therefore 

had not recharged through winter. 

Ian then is in the position of having 

water available, but how much he 

does not know. 

He said: “We are limited to 2.5 

million gallons, so we can’t use any 

more than that from the borehole. 

I’ve spoken to the Environment 

Agency and at the moment they’re 

quite happy for us to pump from 

that well.”
Ian had spoken to his water 

company, Southern Water, about 

using mains water if the borehole 

dried up and continued: “Appar-

ently if I need to use mains water, 

they’re quite happy for me to do so 

on greens only and that is only to 

maintain them, to keep the grass 

alive. So that is their take: greens 

only to keep them alive.”

Some golf clubs that draw all of 

their water from the mains have 

fallen into the unenviable position 

of being unable to use their irriga-

tion systems.

In the past weeks, though, a 

number have already successfully 

lobbied their water authorities into 

granting them an exemption from 

the ban. One example was a club 

that did not want to be named, in 

the Thames Water region, and was 

given an exemption up until June.

The course manager from this 

club said: “My problem is, is that 

the exemption we’ve got currently is 

right and in place, but if they sud-

denly come to us and say “no it’s 

Water pressure
How do BIGGA members cope with the mounting pressure 

from Water Authorities to limit irrigation on the course? 

Jim Cook interviews four Course Managers from areas 

affected by the recent hosepipe ban

Temporary Bans are not a 

new thing. Back in 2006 (the 

last time bans and drought 

orders were in affect) England 

Golf ran water management 

workshops in the Midlands 

and South, at which experts 

such as Dr Jerry Knox from 

Cranfi eld University and 

the Environment Agency, 

all presented historical 

data that this has happened 

every fi ve or six years, even 

before global warming was 

considered. At the workshops, 

advice on measures clubs 

should implement to protect 

themselves for the future were 

disseminated. 

But here we are in 2012, so 

what are England Golf doing?

In anticipation of temporary bans, 

England Golf has made representa-

tion to the seven water companies 

with bans in place, advising of the 

damage the restrictions will have to 

golf club BUSINESSES, highlight-

ing that an inability to maintain the 

biggest business asset (the greens) 

to a usable standard could result 

in repair and replacement costs of 

tens of thousands of pounds along-

side a signifi cant loss of income for 

clubs. This will naturally have a 

knock on effect to secondary spend 

within clubhouses and profes-

sional’s shops, ancillary supplier 

businesses could also be severely 

affected and employment will be 

jeopardised.
At the date of writing this article 

only one water company, Veolia, 

has provided a response.

What does England Golf 

suggest?  

We would encourage each 

club affected by the ban to make 

individual representation to their 

water company, and to back up our 

representation.

I would congratulate Patrick 

Dawson, General Manager at 

Burnham Beeches Golf Club, who 

has also asked the question of the 

Thames Water Public Consultation 

Department and received the fol-

lowing reply; an irrigation system is 

not classed as a hosepipe. 

Plus collate supporting informa-

tion to strengthen your case;

Visitor Income - calculate the 

income to the Club and the impact 

BIGGA along with the Golf Club Managers Association is supporting 

England Golf in its strong attempts to put forward a coherent case for 

golf clubs to be considered for exemptions. Paul Keeling, England Golf 

Club Services Manager, explains their position...
it would have on the business if 

this dropped off due to poor greens 

conditions.

is important to show that current 

water use is effi cient (evapotranspi-

ration replacement) and necessary 

to maintain the playing surfaces 

and that water is not being wasted 

through carrying out the following:-

efficiency and adequacy of your 

system / water storage measures. 

Demands- Records on reductions 

made to irrigation inputs e.g. water-

ing greens only.

advice to help strengthen your 

case in proving what water use is 

essential to keeping your turf alive 

and showing the Club are taking all 

possible measures to take to reduce 

drought susceptibility. Also, budget 

costs associated with remedial 

work in the event of loss of grass 

cover.

Associations, BIGGA, GCMA, PGA 

If your facility is 
affected by the 
Temporary Use Bans 

and you have either 

received an exemption 

or have had no joy so 

far please email us at 

info@bigga.co.uk with 

your details and the 

potential impact on 
your course to enable 

us to build a clearer 
picture of the overall 

effect on the golf 
industry.

We 
Need 
You!

Woburn GC, showing the effects 

of a drought ridden fairway. 

Courtesy of Alan C Birch

IMAGES show the drought 

of 2006, in that year’s 
Open at Royal Liverpool. 
Courtesy of Alan C.Birch

GI_MAY_12_cs5_NEW.indd   36-37

03/05/2012   15:00

18  GI  MAY 2012

Contact Details

Tracey Maddison
traceymaddison@bigga.co.uk

Elaine Jones
elaine@bigga.co.uk

Tel: 01347 833800 
(option 1 for Membership)

OTHER 
USEFUL 
NUMBERS 
(Full Members only)

Personal Accident Helpline  

02075 603013  
Greenkeepers Legal 
Assistance  
0800 177 7891   
Greenkeepers Support 
Services  
0800 174 319
Debt Counselling Helpline
0800 174319

Tracey Maddison, Head of Membership, 

provides a departmental update

Membership

We are pleased to be able 

to repeat the tastecard 

offer exclusively for BIGGA 

Members (time limited) 

BIGGA has once again negotiated 

an exclusive deal with tastecard, 

the nation’s largest dining club, to 

give BIGGA members an exclusive 

discount on annual membership, 

helping save a fortune when dining 

out!  
A tastecard membership card 

gives you access to the most 

incredible deals at over 6,000 

dining establishments nationwide. 

Restaurants range from La Tasca, 

Pizza Express, Cafe Rouge and 

GBK to Malmaison and everything 

in between!  Each restaurant fea-

tured offers 50% off the total food 

bill or 2-4-1 across all courses (even 

for groups of more than two diners 

in most cases). 

BIGGA Members can join for a 

full year membership at an exclu-

sive BIGGA rate of £29.95 (RRP 

£79.95). Be quick, as this offer is 

only available from May 9th until 

May 23rd 2012.

There are no catches; it is just a 

great deal, and an opportunity for 

all ‘foodies’ to save a small fortune 

on eating out over the next 12 

months.
For more information on the 

tastecard visit 

www.tastecard.co.uk

How to purchase your tastecard 

From May 9th BIGGA Members 

will be able to purchase a tastecard 

via the Members Area of the BIGGA 

Website by paying online or by 

telephone by contacting BIGGA HQ 

directly. This exclusive deal is not 

available directly from the tastecard 

website.

Turfgrass Info. File (TGIF)

Last month I told you about the 

agreement BIGGA have secured 

with the Michigan State University 

Libraries, whereby *BIGGA Mem-

bers, through the Members area of 

the website, now have access to a 

vast collection of turfgrass educa-

tional material. 

We have already had some great 

feedback, this is a fantastic resource 

available to all Full Members and 

Student Members of BIGGA who 

are studying at any level. To access 

the TGIF log in to the members 

area of the BIGGA website, select 

‘Member Resources’ from the 

options on the left hand side, scroll 

down to ‘Turfgrass Information File 

(TGIF)’ and download the Getting 

Started Guide or just click on the 

link which will give you access to 

the fi le directly.

*Access available to BIGGA Full 

Members and BIGGA Student 

Members

BIGGA/GCMA Safety 

Management System

Just to remind you about the 

‘new’ updated and more simplifi ed 

Safety Management System (SMS) 

sponsored by Ransomes Jacobsen, 

which is accessible through the 

members area of BIGGA’s website 

or the library area of the GCMA’s 

website.
A new area has been added for 

Fire Safety. It is a legal requirement 

in the UK for employers to provide 

a safe and healthy working envi-

ronment and BIGGA/GCMA have 

provided the tools required to help 

golf clubs establish their own Safety 

Management System, another 

great benefi t of being a member of 

BIGGA.

Member Support Telephone 

Lines

Many of life’s demands can 

cause stress, especially work, 

relationships and money problems, 

when you feel stressed it can affect 

everything you do, how you behave, 

how you think even how your body 

works.
Help is at hand; a confi dential 

telephone helpline (your details will 

never be passed on to any third par-

ties) is available to all Full Members 

of the Association.

For 24/7 advice ring a freephone 

line for Greenkeepers Support 

Services or advice on Finance Dif-

fi culties – Tel: 0800 174 319.

A personal thank you…

Peter Larter, BIGGA’s Northern 

and Midland Regional Administra-

tor is retiring on 31 May. 

I would like to take this oppor-

tunity to thank Peter from the 

membership department, all HQ 

staff and myself for being a valu-

able member of the BIGGA Team, 

we will all miss him immensely. I 

would like to wish him and his wife 

Jan my very best wishes.

Scotland & 
Northern Ireland
BIGGA House
Tel: 01347 833800
info@btinternet.com

Northern & Midland
Peter Larter
Tel: 01476 550115
Mobile: 07866 366966
petelarter972@aol.com

South East
Clive Osgood
Tel: 01737 819343
Mobile: 07841 948410
cliveosgood@yahoo.co.uk

South West & Wales
Jane Jones
Tel: 01454 270850
Mobile: 07841 948110
jane@bigga.co.uk

Clive Osgood

Peter Larter

Jane Jones

Regional Offi ces
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By Paul Hope. “I was out taking photos of the sunrise one morning when this young stag just wandered right into the shot,” at High Post Golf ClubCALENDAR_12.indd   4

21/11/2011   14:34

  Are you a
Photographer?
BIGGA’s Golf Photographic Competition is back for 2012, so if you’re a member with an eye for a shot, read on... 

The BIGGA Golf Photographic 
Competition, back for its sixth 
year, creates an opportunity for 
members to display their artistic 
fl air, while also earning some 
publicity for their club.

The winner will receive a full course 
profi le in GI and a special prize, while the 
12 best pictures will be selected for the 
2012 BIGGA Calendar.

Digital pictures need to be high reso-
lution, at the largest size capable by the 
camera, as it may ultimately be scaled 
up to A3 print size (42cm wide x 29.7cm 
high). 

Please label your entries with captions 
- the name of the course plus a brief 
description (around 10 words). It would 
be great if you could also tell us the spec 
of camera it was taken on too.

Please try to avoid reducing the fi le 
size to fi t on email as this will reduce the 
quality of the image. 

If the fi le size is too large to send, we 
recommend using a compression facility 
such as winzip or a website such as:

www.mailbigfi le.com. 
Please note, cropping may occur if 

photos are to appear in the magazine or 
calendar. Also ensure digital photos do 
not show the time/date display!

Anyone wishing to enter should email 
them to: tom@bigga.co.uk, entering 
‘BIGGA PHOTO COMP 2012’ as the 
email subject header. 

All entries need to be received by July 
31, 2012, and only BIGGA members are 
eligible to enter.

The BIGGA Golf Photographic 
Competition, back for its sixth 
year, creates an opportunity for 
members to display their artistic 
fl air, while also earning some 
publicity for their club.

profi le in GI and a special prize, while the 

2012 BIGGA Calendar.

lution, at the largest size capable by the 
camera, as it may ultimately be scaled 
up to A3 print size (42cm wide x 29.7cm 
high). 

2nd
Photo
Comp

By Adam Grieve. Early morning strimming creates mist in the sunlight, to beautiful effect, on the 3rd green bank (Devonshire Course) at The Royal Eastbourne GCCALENDAR_12.indd   6

21/11/2011   14:37 high). 

- the name of the course plus a brief 
description (around 10 words). It would 
be great if you could also tell us the spec 
of camera it was taken on too.

size to fi t on email as this will reduce the 
quality of the image. 

recommend using a compression facility 
such as winzip or a website such as:

photos are to appear in the magazine or 
calendar. Also ensure digital photos do 
not show the time/date display!

high). 

By Gareth Anwell. Spectacular cloud formations compliment the surface shadows and bunker layout on the 15th at Son Gual Golf SL, Palacio Palma de Mallorca
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22  Preparing Slaley 
Hall

Jim Cook kicks off a series 
of articles offering an insight 
in to the preparations for the 
ISPS Handa PGA Seniors 
Championship at Slaley Hall

25  The revolving door 
on turf pesticide 

products
Dr Terry Mabbett 
continues his series 
of articles aimed at a 
varying readership. 
This month for 

Course Managers and Head 
Greenkeepers

30  Keeping heather 
on course

For West Hill Course Manager, 
Ben Edwards, heather 
regeneration is a passion and 
golf greenkeeping a way of life, as 
Mike Beardall reports

34-47 Water 
restrictions
A series of articles looking at the 
recent drought and hosepipe 
ban, plus a look at washdown 
solutions (pages 42-47)

48  Utility and 
dedicated sprayers 
to suit budgets and 
demands

If you are looking to buy a 
sprayer, your initial choices 
may seem somewhat daunting. 
For most, however, a few key 
decisions can pretty much 
determine the main types of 
sprayer to consider, writes 
James de Havilland
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Water restrictions
Jim Croxton introduces a series of articles on the recent drought...

Water, H2O, wasser, agua, 
l’eau, call it what you will it 
has been the main topic of 
conversation for greenkeepers 
for the last few weeks and 
months. 

We either have too much of it 
dropping from the skies – some of 
the rainfall statistics for the West of 
Scotland amongst other areas are 
eye watering (excuse the pun) – or 
far too little, resulting in Temporary 
Use Bans/Hosepipe Bans and 
potentially Drought Orders. 

Meanwhile, courses are closed 
due to flooding, but we’re assured 

that even if it rains all summer, and 
let’s hope it doesn’t, that won’t be 
enough to make up for two very dry 
winters.

As ever, BIGGA members will 
adapt to the varying challenges and 
continue to strive to produce the 
best course conditions possible.  
Many have already taken steps to 
harvest, store or abstract water, 
reduce usage and recycle, but there 
are still golf clubs out there that face 
the possibility of a long-term ban on 
irrigation.

Water shortages are clearly a 
serious issue and it ill behoves the 

golf industry to try and claim that 
it’s need is more important than 
many other deserving areas. But, 
it is clear that if irrigation is banned 
then those clubs affected will almost 
certainly suffer significantly as a 
result, and jobs are very much at 
stake, not just those of greenkeep-
ers but across the golf employment 
sector and beyond.

Later in these pages we feature 
some examples of good practice and 
forward thinking that have taken 
place but the problem is one that 
the golf industry needs to address 
in a united way.

“Courses are closed due to flooding, 
but we’re assured that even if it rains 
all summer, and let’s hope it doesn’t, 
that won’t be enough to make up for 
two very dry winters”

GI_MAY_12_cs5_NEW.indd   34-35 03/05/2012   14:58

MAY 2012  GI 37

FEATURE

36  GI  MAY 2012

not” then things become diffi cult. 

I think it’s a very grey area at the 

moment.”
As the exemption is only up to 

June, the course manager was 

thinking about how to water their 

greens after this time.

“At the moment we’ve started to 

collect rainfall, but I would require 

a minimum of 20 cubic metres per 

day through the hot weather just 

to keep the greens alive. After that 

they would deteriorate and prob-

ably quite rapidly,” they continued.

Alan Pierce MG, Course Man-

ager at Ham Manor GC, in West 

Sussex, is in Southern Water’s 

region. Alan has an abstraction 

license from the Environment 

Agency for 1.6 million gallons per 

year, for what they determine as 

the growing season from April until 

September. 
The license applies to the Black 

Ditch which runs all the way 

through Sussex to the River Arun 

and then out to sea. This ditch runs 

through the course and is water 

table controlled, so is always at the 

water table level. As this is Alan’s 

only source of water, he is com-

pletely at the mercy of nature when 

it comes to watering his course. 

it would have on the business if 

this dropped off due to poor greens 

conditions.
Justification of Water Use - It 

is important to show that current 

water use is effi cient (evapotranspi-

ration replacement) and necessary 

to maintain the playing surfaces 

and that water is not being wasted 

through carrying out the following:-

·Irrigation System Audit - the 

efficiency and adequacy of your 

system / water storage measures. 

·Reductions made to Current 

Demands- Records on reductions 

made to irrigation inputs e.g. water-

ing greens only.

·Agronomic Advice - Specialist 

advice to help strengthen your 

case in proving what water use is 

essential to keeping your turf alive 

and showing the Club are taking all 

possible measures to take to reduce 

drought susceptibility. Also, budget 

costs associated with remedial 

work in the event of loss of grass 

cover.
England Golf working with the 

Associations, BIGGA, GCMA, PGA 

etc, will continue to represent golf 

and support our affi liate clubs in 

securing access to the ever more 

valuable resource...WATER.

DROUGHT FEATURE

The water restrictions 

imposed throughout much of 

the south of England in April 

have caused much confusion 

amongst greenkeepers in the 

affected areas.
Whilst water shortages were not 

unexpected, some of the sudden 

and varying messages from water 

companies were. The news that 

some golf courses are now cat-

egorised as ‘gardens’ and subject to 

the same restrictions was a prime 

example.
This article hopes to highlight 

the varying experiences of course 

managers in dealing with increas-

ingly adverse weather conditions 

as well as muddy regulations from 

authorities.
Ian Streeter, Course Manager 

at West Sussex Golf Club, has a 

limited amount of water in a bore-

hole. He said readings taken from 

this borehole indicated the aquifer 

that they pump from was at the 

same level as last year and therefore 

had not recharged through winter. 

Ian then is in the position of having 

water available, but how much he 

does not know. 

He said: “We are limited to 2.5 

million gallons, so we can’t use any 

more than that from the borehole. 

I’ve spoken to the Environment 

Agency and at the moment they’re 

quite happy for us to pump from 

that well.”
Ian had spoken to his water 

company, Southern Water, about 

using mains water if the borehole 

dried up and continued: “Appar-

ently if I need to use mains water, 

they’re quite happy for me to do so 

on greens only and that is only to 

maintain them, to keep the grass 

alive. So that is their take: greens 

only to keep them alive.”

Some golf clubs that draw all of 

their water from the mains have 

fallen into the unenviable position 

of being unable to use their irriga-

tion systems.

In the past weeks, though, a 

number have already successfully 

lobbied their water authorities into 

granting them an exemption from 

the ban. One example was a club 

that did not want to be named, in 

the Thames Water region, and was 

given an exemption up until June.

The course manager from this 

club said: “My problem is, is that 

the exemption we’ve got currently is 

right and in place, but if they sud-

denly come to us and say “no it’s 

Water pressure
How do BIGGA members cope with the mounting pressure 

from Water Authorities to limit irrigation on the course? 

Jim Cook interviews four Course Managers from areas 

affected by the recent hosepipe ban

Temporary Bans are not a 

new thing. Back in 2006 (the 

last time bans and drought 

orders were in affect) England 

Golf ran water management 

workshops in the Midlands 

and South, at which experts 

such as Dr Jerry Knox from 

Cranfi eld University and 

the Environment Agency, 

all presented historical 

data that this has happened 

every fi ve or six years, even 

before global warming was 

considered. At the workshops, 

advice on measures clubs 

should implement to protect 

themselves for the future were 

disseminated. 

But here we are in 2012, so 

what are England Golf doing?

In anticipation of temporary bans, 

England Golf has made representa-

tion to the seven water companies 

with bans in place, advising of the 

damage the restrictions will have to 

golf club BUSINESSES, highlight-

ing that an inability to maintain the 

biggest business asset (the greens) 

to a usable standard could result 

in repair and replacement costs of 

tens of thousands of pounds along-

side a signifi cant loss of income for 

clubs. This will naturally have a 

knock on effect to secondary spend 

within clubhouses and profes-

sional’s shops, ancillary supplier 

businesses could also be severely 

affected and employment will be 

jeopardised.
At the date of writing this article 

only one water company, Veolia, 

has provided a response.

What does England Golf 

suggest?  

We would encourage each 

club affected by the ban to make 

individual representation to their 

water company, and to back up our 

representation.

I would congratulate Patrick 

Dawson, General Manager at 

Burnham Beeches Golf Club, who 

has also asked the question of the 

Thames Water Public Consultation 

Department and received the fol-

lowing reply; an irrigation system is 

not classed as a hosepipe. 

Plus collate supporting informa-

tion to strengthen your case;

Visitor Income - calculate the 

income to the Club and the impact 

BIGGA along with the Golf Club Managers Association is supporting 

England Golf in its strong attempts to put forward a coherent case for 

golf clubs to be considered for exemptions. Paul Keeling, England Golf 

Club Services Manager, explains their position...
it would have on the business if 

this dropped off due to poor greens 

conditions.

is important to show that current 

water use is effi cient (evapotranspi-

ration replacement) and necessary 

to maintain the playing surfaces 

and that water is not being wasted 

through carrying out the following:-

efficiency and adequacy of your 

system / water storage measures. 

Demands- Records on reductions 

made to irrigation inputs e.g. water-

ing greens only.

advice to help strengthen your 

case in proving what water use is 

essential to keeping your turf alive 

and showing the Club are taking all 

possible measures to take to reduce 

drought susceptibility. Also, budget 

costs associated with remedial 

work in the event of loss of grass 

cover.

Associations, BIGGA, GCMA, PGA 

If your facility is 
affected by the 
Temporary Use Bans 

and you have either 

received an exemption 

or have had no joy so 

far please email us at 

info@bigga.co.uk with 

your details and the 

potential impact on 
your course to enable 

us to build a clearer 
picture of the overall 

effect on the golf 
industry.

We 
Need 
You!

Woburn GC, showing the effects 

of a drought ridden fairway. 

Courtesy of Alan C Birch

IMAGES show the drought 

of 2006, in that year’s 
Open at Royal Liverpool. 
Courtesy of Alan C.Birch
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Contact Details

Tracey Maddison
traceymaddison@bigga.co.uk

Elaine Jones
elaine@bigga.co.uk

Tel: 01347 833800 
(option 1 for Membership)

OTHER 
USEFUL 
NUMBERS 
(Full Members only)

Personal Accident Helpline  

02075 603013  
Greenkeepers Legal 
Assistance  
0800 177 7891   
Greenkeepers Support 
Services  
0800 174 319
Debt Counselling Helpline
0800 174319

Tracey Maddison, Head of Membership, 

provides a departmental update

Membership

We are pleased to be able 

to repeat the tastecard 

offer exclusively for BIGGA 

Members (time limited) 

BIGGA has once again negotiated 

an exclusive deal with tastecard, 

the nation’s largest dining club, to 

give BIGGA members an exclusive 

discount on annual membership, 

helping save a fortune when dining 

out!  
A tastecard membership card 

gives you access to the most 

incredible deals at over 6,000 

dining establishments nationwide. 

Restaurants range from La Tasca, 

Pizza Express, Cafe Rouge and 

GBK to Malmaison and everything 

in between!  Each restaurant fea-

tured offers 50% off the total food 

bill or 2-4-1 across all courses (even 

for groups of more than two diners 

in most cases). 

BIGGA Members can join for a 

full year membership at an exclu-

sive BIGGA rate of £29.95 (RRP 

£79.95). Be quick, as this offer is 

only available from May 9th until 

May 23rd 2012.

There are no catches; it is just a 

great deal, and an opportunity for 

all ‘foodies’ to save a small fortune 

on eating out over the next 12 

months.
For more information on the 

tastecard visit 

www.tastecard.co.uk

How to purchase your tastecard 

From May 9th BIGGA Members 

will be able to purchase a tastecard 

via the Members Area of the BIGGA 

Website by paying online or by 

telephone by contacting BIGGA HQ 

directly. This exclusive deal is not 

available directly from the tastecard 

website.

Turfgrass Info. File (TGIF)

Last month I told you about the 

agreement BIGGA have secured 

with the Michigan State University 

Libraries, whereby *BIGGA Mem-

bers, through the Members area of 

the website, now have access to a 

vast collection of turfgrass educa-

tional material. 

We have already had some great 

feedback, this is a fantastic resource 

available to all Full Members and 

Student Members of BIGGA who 

are studying at any level. To access 

the TGIF log in to the members 

area of the BIGGA website, select 

‘Member Resources’ from the 

options on the left hand side, scroll 

down to ‘Turfgrass Information File 

(TGIF)’ and download the Getting 

Started Guide or just click on the 

link which will give you access to 

the fi le directly.

*Access available to BIGGA Full 

Members and BIGGA Student 

Members

BIGGA/GCMA Safety 

Management System

Just to remind you about the 

‘new’ updated and more simplifi ed 

Safety Management System (SMS) 

sponsored by Ransomes Jacobsen, 

which is accessible through the 

members area of BIGGA’s website 

or the library area of the GCMA’s 

website.
A new area has been added for 

Fire Safety. It is a legal requirement 

in the UK for employers to provide 

a safe and healthy working envi-

ronment and BIGGA/GCMA have 

provided the tools required to help 

golf clubs establish their own Safety 

Management System, another 

great benefi t of being a member of 

BIGGA.

Member Support Telephone 

Lines

Many of life’s demands can 

cause stress, especially work, 

relationships and money problems, 

when you feel stressed it can affect 

everything you do, how you behave, 

how you think even how your body 

works.
Help is at hand; a confi dential 

telephone helpline (your details will 

never be passed on to any third par-

ties) is available to all Full Members 

of the Association.

For 24/7 advice ring a freephone 

line for Greenkeepers Support 

Services or advice on Finance Dif-

fi culties – Tel: 0800 174 319.

A personal thank you…

Peter Larter, BIGGA’s Northern 

and Midland Regional Administra-

tor is retiring on 31 May. 

I would like to take this oppor-

tunity to thank Peter from the 

membership department, all HQ 

staff and myself for being a valu-

able member of the BIGGA Team, 

we will all miss him immensely. I 

would like to wish him and his wife 

Jan my very best wishes.

Scotland & 
Northern Ireland
BIGGA House
Tel: 01347 833800
info@btinternet.com

Northern & Midland
Peter Larter
Tel: 01476 550115
Mobile: 07866 366966
petelarter972@aol.com

South East
Clive Osgood
Tel: 01737 819343
Mobile: 07841 948410
cliveosgood@yahoo.co.uk

South West & Wales
Jane Jones
Tel: 01454 270850
Mobile: 07841 948110
jane@bigga.co.uk

Clive Osgood

Peter Larter

Jane Jones

Regional Offi ces
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  Are you a
Photographer?
BIGGA’s Golf Photographic Competition is back for 2012, so if you’re a member with an eye for a shot, read on... 

The BIGGA Golf Photographic 
Competition, back for its sixth 
year, creates an opportunity for 
members to display their artistic 
fl air, while also earning some 
publicity for their club.

The winner will receive a full course 
profi le in GI and a special prize, while the 
12 best pictures will be selected for the 
2012 BIGGA Calendar.

Digital pictures need to be high reso-
lution, at the largest size capable by the 
camera, as it may ultimately be scaled 
up to A3 print size (42cm wide x 29.7cm 
high). 

Please label your entries with captions 
- the name of the course plus a brief 
description (around 10 words). It would 
be great if you could also tell us the spec 
of camera it was taken on too.

Please try to avoid reducing the fi le 
size to fi t on email as this will reduce the 
quality of the image. 

If the fi le size is too large to send, we 
recommend using a compression facility 
such as winzip or a website such as:

www.mailbigfi le.com. 
Please note, cropping may occur if 

photos are to appear in the magazine or 
calendar. Also ensure digital photos do 
not show the time/date display!

Anyone wishing to enter should email 
them to: tom@bigga.co.uk, entering 
‘BIGGA PHOTO COMP 2012’ as the 
email subject header. 

All entries need to be received by July 
31, 2012, and only BIGGA members are 
eligible to enter.

The BIGGA Golf Photographic 
Competition, back for its sixth 
year, creates an opportunity for 
members to display their artistic 
fl air, while also earning some 
publicity for their club.

profi le in GI and a special prize, while the 

2012 BIGGA Calendar.

lution, at the largest size capable by the 
camera, as it may ultimately be scaled 
up to A3 print size (42cm wide x 29.7cm 
high). 
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By Adam Grieve. Early morning strimming creates mist in the sunlight, to beautiful effect, on the 3rd green bank (Devonshire Course) at The Royal Eastbourne GCCALENDAR_12.indd   6
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- the name of the course plus a brief 
description (around 10 words). It would 
be great if you could also tell us the spec 
of camera it was taken on too.

size to fi t on email as this will reduce the 
quality of the image. 

recommend using a compression facility 
such as winzip or a website such as:

photos are to appear in the magazine or 
calendar. Also ensure digital photos do 
not show the time/date display!

high). 

By Gareth Anwell. Spectacular cloud formations compliment the surface shadows and bunker layout on the 15th at Son Gual Golf SL, Palacio Palma de Mallorca
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products
Dr Terry Mabbett 
continues his series 
of articles aimed at a 
varying readership. 
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on course

For West Hill Course Manager, 
Ben Edwards, heather 
regeneration is a passion and 
golf greenkeeping a way of life, as 
Mike Beardall reports
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If you are looking to buy a 
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determine the main types of 
sprayer to consider, writes 
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GI neWSDeSk
The latest news from around the globe

Get Into Golf (the national 
campaign to grow the game) got 
down to business when it teed 
off a taster day in the heart of 
London’s Canary Wharf.

Businessmen in sharp suits 
and ties joined tourists and 
shoppers to take on a putting 
challenge, or to have a quick 
lesson with a PGA professional.

The Get Into Golf event, 
featuring brightly coloured 
inflatable nets and a putting 
green, proved a huge draw to 
passers-by who frequently 
queued to take part. 

The one-day event officially 
launched the England Golf 
Partnership’s campaign to 
inspire new golfers and support 
its plan to make England the 
world’s leading golf nation by 
2020. 

“It’s great,” said businessman 
Anthony Doherty, who devoted 
a chunk of his lunch break 
to a refresher golf lesson. 
His colleague and regular 
golfer, Ross McKie, looked on 
approvingly. “This is a really 

good idea to get people swinging 
a club,” he said. 

Another businessman, 
Nathanael Conn, was also 
tempted into the nets and 
said “this is great fun and it’s 
brilliant to have it here. I’d like 
to think golf is a much more 
accessible sport than it was 
years ago.” 

Birmingham teachers Kiren 
Rana and Kamal Nijjar both 
loved their taste of golf and 
returned home, planning to 
check out the many taster 
opportunities in their area. 

“I thought I would be really 
awful but it was good! We both 
think we might have a go at 
golf.”  said Kamal.

The event attracted all ages, 
from tiny tots to an 85-year-old 
enthusiast. Members of 
England’s Golf Youth Panel 
and volunteers who staffed 
the stand encouraged them, 
and PGA professionals John 
McCartney and Paul McNulty 
offered them taster lessons 
from the Golf Lab indoor 

academy in Canary Wharf. 
“This is a brilliant way to raise 

awareness,” said John.  
Visitors to the event were 

given details of the Get Into 
Golf website, www.getintogolf.
org, which features taster and 
coaching opportunities across 
the country.  

The Get Into Golf campaign 
is organised by the England 
Golf Partnership (EGP), which 
brings together the amateur 
governing body, England Golf, 
and the Professional Golfers’ 
Association to grow the game 
with the support of the Golf 
Foundation and Sport England. 

It’s all smiles at The National 
Golf Centre at Woodhall Spa as 
the team renew their five-year 
exclusive deal with Toro and its 
distributor Lely UK.

Having used Toro machinery 
since 1997, Course Manager 
Sam Rhodes, Director of Golf 
Operations Richard Latham and 
Finance Director Craig Wagstaff, 
didn’t hesitate to sign on the 
dotted line for a further five 
years with the market-leading 
turf maintenance machinery 
manufacturer.

Commenting on the signing, 
Sam says, “We stick with Toro 
because we believe it’s the best 
make on the market. We have 
a nine-year rolling machinery 

replacement programme, and 
find the machines really hold 
their value and make us a bit 
of money back at the end of 
that period. We also have a 
fantastic dealer in Chris Sellars 
Groundcare, I can’t speak of 
them highly enough.”

The latest machines to 
arrive at the ‘home of English 
golf’ in Lincolnshire are 
two new Workman MDX-D 
mid-duty diesel utility vehicles, 
a Reelmaster 5410-D fairway 
mower and a Groundsmaster 
4300-D rough mower. Sam 
is also looking forward to the 
installation of a brand new Toro 
irrigation system commencing 
later this year.

BIGGa 
Member Stan 
Wins ipod
Congratulations to Stan 
Shotton, Head Greenkeeper at 
Durham City Golf Course, who 
filled in Shelton SDS’s greens 
drainage questionnaire and won 
himself an iPod. 

Sheltons had a great response 
to the questionnaire. Mick 
Claxton, General Manager at 
Sheltons said:

“We have had some really 
useful information back, which 
will be used in our research and 
development.’ 

Stan has been at the Durham 
club for 28 years and is pleased 
to be part of their 125th birthday 
celebrations which are taking 
place this year and include an 
anniversary golf competition in 
August.

Durham City Golf Club 
has been at the forefront of 
supporting junior golf for a 
number of years and has close 
ties to the local schools and 
community. 

Well done Stan!

By courtesy of 
the captain and 
committee of ratho 
Park, the BIGGA 
Scottish National 
Tournament will be 
held on Wednesday 
20 June 2012.

entry fee is £25.
Apprentice fee  is £12 
which includes coffee/
tea, filled roll on arrival, 
plus an evening meal 
and sweep and prizes.

Please send 
all entries with 
remittance to rachael 
Duffy, Learning & 
Development, BIGGA 
House, BIGGA, 
Aldwark manor, Alne, 
York Yo61 1Uf by 7 
June 2012. 

cheques made 
payable to BIGGA HQ.

At the end of April 2012 I 
retire from the role of Regional 
Administrator for the Scottish 
Region. 

In September 1997 Elliott Small 
relinquished his position when 
I was fortunate enough to be 
successful in my application for 
employment with BIGGA. Elliot 
and Edna Small were extremely 
helpful as I was settling into the 
job.  The handover period made 
it much easier for me and I thank 
them for that. 

During my 14 plus years I 
have had the pleasure of getting 
to know many fine folk in the 
greenkeeping industry. I have 
thoroughly enjoyed my time with 
the Association and the best part, 
without a doubt, was meeting You, 
the members, as I travelled around 
Scotland. 

Working at the Open and our 
own National Tournament also 
gave me the opportunity to meet 
members from other parts of the 
UK and abroad.

I would especially like to thank 

the Scottish Chairmen, past and 
present for their encouragement 
and support. I worked closely with 
the Section Committees and want 
to acknowledge that their role is 
vitally important. 

I value their service to the 
Association and thank them for 
their guidance and help during my 
tenure. At the Scottish Conference 
this year I was presented with 
gifts from the Scottish Regions to 
mark my retiring. I was honoured 
and delighted to accept them from 
Stuart Taylor, Chairman.

The Patrons and Trade in 
Scotland are very encouraging 
towards the Association and I 
would also wish to express my 
gratitude to them for their support, 
not only practical and financial 
to the Scottish Region, but to me 
personally.

The Scottish Regional 
Administrator does not work in 
isolation but has the backing of 
the team at headquarters. I thank 
them for their time and talents that 
they have been willing to share.

Although I will miss the daily 
routine and contact with you, I 
now go off to a life of leisure, golf 
and malt whisky as well as the To 
Do list my wife has for me. I wish 
each and every one of you success 
for the future.

Best Wishes
Peter J Boyd

Peter J Boyd Retires as BIGGA Regional 
Administrator for the Scottish Region

BIGGa 
Scottish 
national 
tournament 
at ratho 
park 

toro: tHe natUral CHoICe  
For natIonal GolF Centre

GeT INTO GOLF GeTS DOWN TO BUSINeSS

A Nice Place to Bee
Dan McGrath MG,  
Course Manager at North 
Foreland Golf Club, was 
this month featured in 
his local newspaper, The 
Kent Gazette, as the club 
joins Syngenta’s Operation 
Pollinator, a national  
scheme aimed at creating 
habitats for insects, such as 
bees, on out-of-play parts of 
courses.

The hope is to boost the 
declining bee population and 
develop valuable ecological 
resources.

Dan, heading up an 
eight-strong greenkeeping 
team, explains how it started 
back in September, when 
two out-of-play areas on the 
course were overseeded with 
wildflowers:

“This provides pollen 
and nectar sources for 
bumblebees and other 
bee species. We have 
implemented the project into 
our ecology and environment 
plan for the site.”

“The Operation Pollinator 

initiative and our work with 
the Kent Wildlife Trust has 
generated great enthusiasm 
and interest among players 
and visitors to the club. 

“Creating a vibrant 
environment and the ecology 
that we are aiming to attract 
really adds to the overall 
playing experience at North 
Foreland.

“The club is famed for its 
fabulous sea views from 
every hole, and now we are 
looking to provide golfers 
with even more interest and 
attractions, as well as doing 
our bit to reverse the plight 
of the bumblebee and help 
other pollinating insects 
that are vital for a healthy 
ecosystem.”
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New trustees
for RSPCA
THANET: All the trustees of the

Thanet Branch of the RSPCA

have been replaced. At the

annual meeting on Tuesday,

April 3, a new committee was

voted in, with Pamela Mannings

elected as chairman.
Other trustees elected were

Susan Morris, Joan Bartlett,

Dennis Franklin, Joanna Kirk

and John and Jane Ventham.

New committee member

Barbara Woodrough would not

comment on the reasons why the

whole former committee was

replaced but said that the new

tr ustees’ main aim would be to

look forward and to keep the

Woodchurch animal rescue

centre open.
Former press officer Kate

Matthews, who had been a

volunteer trustee for 18 years,

said she was “very sad” ab o u t

the developments.

Runners please
THANET: Thanet Road Runners

will be holding a promotional

day outside the Asda store

between 9am and 3pm on

Saturday, April 21.
The club meets four times a

week: outside Hartsdown

Leisure Centre, Margate, on

Sundays at 8am and Fridays at

6.30pm; outside Charles Dickens

school in Broadstairs on

Mondays at 6.30pm; and at The

Marlowe Academy on
Thursdays, where the juniors

(aged between 8 and 16) meet at

6pm and the seniors at 6.30pm.

For more information, visit

www.thanetroadr unners.org.uk

or call 0774711770.

IN BRIEF

By Kathy Bailes
k a t h y. b a i l e s @ K R N m e d i a . c o . u k

GOLFERS teeing off in Broad-

stairs may expect to see a birdie,

an albatross or even a dropped

cat, according to course lingo.

But for those traversing the

greens at the North Foreland Golf

Club, bees could soon be the most

familiar sight.
The club has become the first in

east Kent to join a national

scheme, Operation Pollinator,

aimed at creating new habitats for

the insects on out-of-play parts of

the course.

Boost

The hope is to boost the declin-

ing bee population and develop

valuable ecological resources.

Golf course manager Dan

McGrath said: “The scheme is

with a company called Syngenta.

They have been trying to get it up

and going for the past 12 months

on golf courses nationwide.

“We are the only one in east

Kent to take up the challenge and

started last September by choos-

ing two out-of-play areas on the

course and overseeding them

with wildflowers.
“This provides pollen and nec-

tar sources for bumblebees and

other bee species.
“We have implemented the pro-

ject into our ecology and envir-

onment plan for the site.”
The eight-strong greenkeeping

team at North Foreland, which is

a member of the Kent Wildlife

Trust, has now installed two hives

and six drilled log piles made

from recycled materials such as

dead trees. The team hope bees

will be attracted this June and

July into setting up permanent

c o l o n i e s.

Father-of-two Mr McGrath said:

“The Operation Pollinator initi-

ative and our work with the Kent

Wildlife Trust has generated

great enthusiasm and interest

among players and visitors to the

cl u b.
“Creating a vibrant environ-

ment and the ecology that we are

aiming to attract really adds to the

overall playing experience at

North Foreland.
“The club is famed for its fab-

ulous sea views from every hole.

“Now we are looking to provide

golfers with even more interest

and attractions, as well as doing

our bit to reverse the plight of the

bumblebee and help other pol-

linating insects that are vital for a

healthy ecosystem.”
If the project is successful, Mr

McGrath and his greenkeepers

will continue to overseed areas of

the course each Autumn and, in

the future, may even harvest

honey from the sites.
Mr McGrath, 35, said: “We are

taking it step by step, but if

everything comes to fruition, who

k n ow s ?
“Maybe we will have our own

h o n e y. ”

Site has birdies
... now for bees
Golf club aims to lure swarms of insects to nests in out-of-play areas

IN THE HOLE: The Red Mason bee is one that the North Foreland

team is hoping to entice to the nesting sites

BUZZING: North Foreland
Golf Club course manager

Dan McGrath
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The latest news from around the globe

Get Into Golf (the national 
campaign to grow the game) got 
down to business when it teed 
off a taster day in the heart of 
London’s Canary Wharf.

Businessmen in sharp suits 
and ties joined tourists and 
shoppers to take on a putting 
challenge, or to have a quick 
lesson with a PGA professional.

The Get Into Golf event, 
featuring brightly coloured 
inflatable nets and a putting 
green, proved a huge draw to 
passers-by who frequently 
queued to take part. 

The one-day event officially 
launched the England Golf 
Partnership’s campaign to 
inspire new golfers and support 
its plan to make England the 
world’s leading golf nation by 
2020. 

“It’s great,” said businessman 
Anthony Doherty, who devoted 
a chunk of his lunch break 
to a refresher golf lesson. 
His colleague and regular 
golfer, Ross McKie, looked on 
approvingly. “This is a really 

good idea to get people swinging 
a club,” he said. 

Another businessman, 
Nathanael Conn, was also 
tempted into the nets and 
said “this is great fun and it’s 
brilliant to have it here. I’d like 
to think golf is a much more 
accessible sport than it was 
years ago.” 

Birmingham teachers Kiren 
Rana and Kamal Nijjar both 
loved their taste of golf and 
returned home, planning to 
check out the many taster 
opportunities in their area. 

“I thought I would be really 
awful but it was good! We both 
think we might have a go at 
golf.”  said Kamal.

The event attracted all ages, 
from tiny tots to an 85-year-old 
enthusiast. Members of 
England’s Golf Youth Panel 
and volunteers who staffed 
the stand encouraged them, 
and PGA professionals John 
McCartney and Paul McNulty 
offered them taster lessons 
from the Golf Lab indoor 

academy in Canary Wharf. 
“This is a brilliant way to raise 

awareness,” said John.  
Visitors to the event were 

given details of the Get Into 
Golf website, www.getintogolf.
org, which features taster and 
coaching opportunities across 
the country.  

The Get Into Golf campaign 
is organised by the England 
Golf Partnership (EGP), which 
brings together the amateur 
governing body, England Golf, 
and the Professional Golfers’ 
Association to grow the game 
with the support of the Golf 
Foundation and Sport England. 

It’s all smiles at The National 
Golf Centre at Woodhall Spa as 
the team renew their five-year 
exclusive deal with Toro and its 
distributor Lely UK.

Having used Toro machinery 
since 1997, Course Manager 
Sam Rhodes, Director of Golf 
Operations Richard Latham and 
Finance Director Craig Wagstaff, 
didn’t hesitate to sign on the 
dotted line for a further five 
years with the market-leading 
turf maintenance machinery 
manufacturer.

Commenting on the signing, 
Sam says, “We stick with Toro 
because we believe it’s the best 
make on the market. We have 
a nine-year rolling machinery 

replacement programme, and 
find the machines really hold 
their value and make us a bit 
of money back at the end of 
that period. We also have a 
fantastic dealer in Chris Sellars 
Groundcare, I can’t speak of 
them highly enough.”

The latest machines to 
arrive at the ‘home of English 
golf’ in Lincolnshire are 
two new Workman MDX-D 
mid-duty diesel utility vehicles, 
a Reelmaster 5410-D fairway 
mower and a Groundsmaster 
4300-D rough mower. Sam 
is also looking forward to the 
installation of a brand new Toro 
irrigation system commencing 
later this year.

BIGGa 
Member Stan 
Wins ipod
Congratulations to Stan 
Shotton, Head Greenkeeper at 
Durham City Golf Course, who 
filled in Shelton SDS’s greens 
drainage questionnaire and won 
himself an iPod. 

Sheltons had a great response 
to the questionnaire. Mick 
Claxton, General Manager at 
Sheltons said:

“We have had some really 
useful information back, which 
will be used in our research and 
development.’ 

Stan has been at the Durham 
club for 28 years and is pleased 
to be part of their 125th birthday 
celebrations which are taking 
place this year and include an 
anniversary golf competition in 
August.

Durham City Golf Club 
has been at the forefront of 
supporting junior golf for a 
number of years and has close 
ties to the local schools and 
community. 

Well done Stan!

By courtesy of 
the captain and 
committee of ratho 
Park, the BIGGA 
Scottish National 
Tournament will be 
held on Wednesday 
20 June 2012.

entry fee is £25.
Apprentice fee  is £12 
which includes coffee/
tea, filled roll on arrival, 
plus an evening meal 
and sweep and prizes.

Please send 
all entries with 
remittance to rachael 
Duffy, Learning & 
Development, BIGGA 
House, BIGGA, 
Aldwark manor, Alne, 
York Yo61 1Uf by 7 
June 2012. 

cheques made 
payable to BIGGA HQ.

At the end of April 2012 I 
retire from the role of Regional 
Administrator for the Scottish 
Region. 

In September 1997 Elliott Small 
relinquished his position when 
I was fortunate enough to be 
successful in my application for 
employment with BIGGA. Elliot 
and Edna Small were extremely 
helpful as I was settling into the 
job.  The handover period made 
it much easier for me and I thank 
them for that. 

During my 14 plus years I 
have had the pleasure of getting 
to know many fine folk in the 
greenkeeping industry. I have 
thoroughly enjoyed my time with 
the Association and the best part, 
without a doubt, was meeting You, 
the members, as I travelled around 
Scotland. 

Working at the Open and our 
own National Tournament also 
gave me the opportunity to meet 
members from other parts of the 
UK and abroad.

I would especially like to thank 

the Scottish Chairmen, past and 
present for their encouragement 
and support. I worked closely with 
the Section Committees and want 
to acknowledge that their role is 
vitally important. 

I value their service to the 
Association and thank them for 
their guidance and help during my 
tenure. At the Scottish Conference 
this year I was presented with 
gifts from the Scottish Regions to 
mark my retiring. I was honoured 
and delighted to accept them from 
Stuart Taylor, Chairman.

The Patrons and Trade in 
Scotland are very encouraging 
towards the Association and I 
would also wish to express my 
gratitude to them for their support, 
not only practical and financial 
to the Scottish Region, but to me 
personally.

The Scottish Regional 
Administrator does not work in 
isolation but has the backing of 
the team at headquarters. I thank 
them for their time and talents that 
they have been willing to share.

Although I will miss the daily 
routine and contact with you, I 
now go off to a life of leisure, golf 
and malt whisky as well as the To 
Do list my wife has for me. I wish 
each and every one of you success 
for the future.

Best Wishes
Peter J Boyd

Peter J Boyd Retires as BIGGA Regional 
Administrator for the Scottish Region

BIGGa 
Scottish 
national 
tournament 
at ratho 
park 
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A Nice Place to Bee
Dan McGrath MG,  
Course Manager at North 
Foreland Golf Club, was 
this month featured in 
his local newspaper, The 
Kent Gazette, as the club 
joins Syngenta’s Operation 
Pollinator, a national  
scheme aimed at creating 
habitats for insects, such as 
bees, on out-of-play parts of 
courses.

The hope is to boost the 
declining bee population and 
develop valuable ecological 
resources.

Dan, heading up an 
eight-strong greenkeeping 
team, explains how it started 
back in September, when 
two out-of-play areas on the 
course were overseeded with 
wildflowers:

“This provides pollen 
and nectar sources for 
bumblebees and other 
bee species. We have 
implemented the project into 
our ecology and environment 
plan for the site.”

“The Operation Pollinator 

initiative and our work with 
the Kent Wildlife Trust has 
generated great enthusiasm 
and interest among players 
and visitors to the club. 

“Creating a vibrant 
environment and the ecology 
that we are aiming to attract 
really adds to the overall 
playing experience at North 
Foreland.

“The club is famed for its 
fabulous sea views from 
every hole, and now we are 
looking to provide golfers 
with even more interest and 
attractions, as well as doing 
our bit to reverse the plight 
of the bumblebee and help 
other pollinating insects 
that are vital for a healthy 
ecosystem.”
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New trustees
for RSPCA
THANET: All the trustees of the

Thanet Branch of the RSPCA

have been replaced. At the

annual meeting on Tuesday,

April 3, a new committee was

voted in, with Pamela Mannings

elected as chairman.
Other trustees elected were

Susan Morris, Joan Bartlett,

Dennis Franklin, Joanna Kirk

and John and Jane Ventham.

New committee member

Barbara Woodrough would not

comment on the reasons why the

whole former committee was

replaced but said that the new

tr ustees’ main aim would be to

look forward and to keep the

Woodchurch animal rescue

centre open.
Former press officer Kate

Matthews, who had been a

volunteer trustee for 18 years,

said she was “very sad” ab o u t

the developments.

Runners please
THANET: Thanet Road Runners

will be holding a promotional

day outside the Asda store

between 9am and 3pm on

Saturday, April 21.
The club meets four times a

week: outside Hartsdown

Leisure Centre, Margate, on

Sundays at 8am and Fridays at

6.30pm; outside Charles Dickens

school in Broadstairs on

Mondays at 6.30pm; and at The

Marlowe Academy on
Thursdays, where the juniors

(aged between 8 and 16) meet at

6pm and the seniors at 6.30pm.

For more information, visit

www.thanetroadr unners.org.uk

or call 0774711770.

IN BRIEF

By Kathy Bailes
k a t h y. b a i l e s @ K R N m e d i a . c o . u k

GOLFERS teeing off in Broad-

stairs may expect to see a birdie,

an albatross or even a dropped

cat, according to course lingo.

But for those traversing the

greens at the North Foreland Golf

Club, bees could soon be the most

familiar sight.
The club has become the first in

east Kent to join a national

scheme, Operation Pollinator,

aimed at creating new habitats for

the insects on out-of-play parts of

the course.

Boost

The hope is to boost the declin-

ing bee population and develop

valuable ecological resources.

Golf course manager Dan

McGrath said: “The scheme is

with a company called Syngenta.

They have been trying to get it up

and going for the past 12 months

on golf courses nationwide.

“We are the only one in east

Kent to take up the challenge and

started last September by choos-

ing two out-of-play areas on the

course and overseeding them

with wildflowers.
“This provides pollen and nec-

tar sources for bumblebees and

other bee species.
“We have implemented the pro-

ject into our ecology and envir-

onment plan for the site.”
The eight-strong greenkeeping

team at North Foreland, which is

a member of the Kent Wildlife

Trust, has now installed two hives

and six drilled log piles made

from recycled materials such as

dead trees. The team hope bees

will be attracted this June and

July into setting up permanent

c o l o n i e s.

Father-of-two Mr McGrath said:

“The Operation Pollinator initi-

ative and our work with the Kent

Wildlife Trust has generated

great enthusiasm and interest

among players and visitors to the

cl u b.
“Creating a vibrant environ-

ment and the ecology that we are

aiming to attract really adds to the

overall playing experience at

North Foreland.
“The club is famed for its fab-

ulous sea views from every hole.

“Now we are looking to provide

golfers with even more interest

and attractions, as well as doing

our bit to reverse the plight of the

bumblebee and help other pol-

linating insects that are vital for a

healthy ecosystem.”
If the project is successful, Mr

McGrath and his greenkeepers

will continue to overseed areas of

the course each Autumn and, in

the future, may even harvest

honey from the sites.
Mr McGrath, 35, said: “We are

taking it step by step, but if

everything comes to fruition, who

k n ow s ?
“Maybe we will have our own

h o n e y. ”

Site has birdies
... now for bees
Golf club aims to lure swarms of insects to nests in out-of-play areas

IN THE HOLE: The Red Mason bee is one that the North Foreland

team is hoping to entice to the nesting sites

BUZZING: North Foreland
Golf Club course manager

Dan McGrath
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This year’s BIGGA Midland 
and Northern Region Golf 
Management events, 
sponsored by Tacit Golf UK, 
for the second year, will take 
place at the following venues:
MIDLAND REGION: North of 
the Region: Gay Hill Golf Club 
on Thursday 12th July.

South of the Region: 
Verulam Golf Club on 
Thursday 9th August.

NORTHERN REGION: East 
of the Region: Bingley St Ives 
Golf Club on Wednesday 25th 
July.

West of the Region: TBA.
This 4-man team event 

must include a member of the 
Green Staff, who must be a 
member of BIGGA. The other 
team members may be chosen 
from the Golf Club Secretary 
or Manager, Club Captain or 

Vice-Captain, Chairman of 
Green or Golf Club Committee 
Member.  Entry forms will 
be sent to golf clubs in the 
appropriate part of each 
Region.

If you wish to enter a team 
please contact the BIGGA 
Midland/Northern RA, Peter 
Larter on 01476 550115; 
07866 366966 or email 
petelarter972@aol.com

Recently voted the No 1 golf course in Spain, The PGA 
Catalunya Resort, has signed a five-year preferred 
supplier agreement with Ransomes Jacobsen.

Pictured above with Rupert Price, Sales Director of 
Ransomes Jacobsen, Miguel Girbes, Golf Director at 
PGA Catalunya Resort, added: 

“We strive continually to enhance the golfing 
experience for both elite players and visitors on golfing 
breaks and have recently upgraded our practice facilities 
which will make a visit to PGA Catalunya Resort even 
more memorable. We particularly want PGA Catalunya 
Resort to become the preferred winter training camp 
for golf federations and clubs around Europe and the 
signing of this strategic partnership with Ransomes 
Jacobsen will be a contributory factor to help us achieve 
this goal.”

Over the next five years, the entire fleet will become 
orange as the previous equipment is replaced with 
a range of modern turf maintenance products 
manufactured in Charlotte, North Carolina and at the 
company’s European manufacturing base in Ipswich, 
Suffolk.

Commenting on the signing of the agreement, David 
Batalle, Head Greenkeeper responsible for the two 
18-hole courses, the Stadium and the Tour said,

“Our current fleet is seven years old and as Spain’s 
number one golf experience, course presentation is 
highly important to us. The quality of cut we get from the 
405 played a significant role in determining our choice of 
equipment. We mow the fairways every day as you would 
expect from a club of our standing and the finish it’s 
producing is superb.

“I’ve been impressed with the level of service we’ve 
received from Ransomes Jacobsen’s Spanish distributor, 
Green Mowers of Burgos, following the purchase of the 
Fairway 405 and this was also a contributory factor in 
our decision to go with Ransomes Jacobsen.”

Bataller has worked most of his life in the Catalan 
region, starting his career when employed during the 
construction of Golf Girona in 1991 and later being 
appointed Course Manager. He subsequently worked at 
Barcelona Golf Club and Club de Golf Peralada before 
taking up his position at PGA Golf Catalunya. 

The Drift has become the very 
first golf club in the UK to 
upgrade to Toro’s brand new 
Lynx irrigation control system 
software. 

The 18-hole woodland course 
in Surrey was installed with a 
full fairways, greens, tees and 
approaches Toro Golf Decoder 
Controller (GDC) system last 
summer. 

However, the software 
controlling the irrigation 
hardware has since been 
upgraded from Toro’s SitePro 
system to a state-of-the-art Lynx 

system for improved efficiency 
and usability. The Drift made 
the investment in Lynx and 
GDC despite these challenging 
economic times for golf clubs, 
with the directors’ commitment 
to improving course conditions 
representing their single biggest 
financial decision since acquiring 
the club in 2001.

The club’s previous 
system, which was 30 years 
old, struggled to cope in the 
exceptionally dry summer of 
2010, prompting the directors’ 
decision to replace it. 

The R & A organised a forum 
for Course Managers, Greens 
Chairmen and Golf Club 
Secretaries from all the Open 
venues. 

At the event, Peter Dawson 
CEO of the R & A took the 
opportunity to present John 
Philp of Carnoustie with a silver 
salver in appreciation of John’s 

contribution to the 1999 and 
2007 Opens at Carnoustie.

John is pictured with P 
Dawson, Graeme Duncan, 
General Manager, Carnoustie 
Golf Links and John Gilbert 
Greens Chairman, Carnoustie 
Golf Links. 

Courtesy of Gordon Reid GSR 
Photographic.

Carnoustie’s John philp awarded

CATCH  
THe DRIFT

PGA Catalunya Resort 
Seals Deal with RJ

Over 50 players enjoyed the Central Section 
outing on the Craighead Course at Crail on 
17th April courtesy of Crail Golfing Society. 

The course was prepared in fantastic 
condition by Bob Meikle and his staff despite 
the atrocious overnight weather and it was 
great to see how it has matured and developed 
over the past 14 years. 

Attending the outing were Richard Clifford 
and David Roy, Captain and Manager of Crail 

Golfing Society respectively along with BIGGA 
National Chairman, Andy Mellon, Scottish 
Chairman Stuart Taylor, CEO Jim Croxton, 
Head of Membership Tracey Maddison and 
Regional Administrator Peter Boyd, in one of 
his last tasks before his retirement.

Our thanks go to Crail Golfing Society and 
all their staff along with the Trade who always 
support the section so well on the day. For 
results in full: www.biggacentralsection.org.uk

L –R: Stuart Taylor, Andy Mellon, Paul Murphy, Gordon Moir, Kenny Mitchell, Shaun Anderson, Bob Meikle, Tracey Maddison and Peter Boyd.

Central Section Spring Outing

It is with great sadness that 
we inform you of the passing 
of Fraserburgh Golf Club 
greenkeeper, Andrew (Andy) 
Smith. 

Andy passed away on 
Thursday 29th of March 
aged just 30 years old, after 
a courageous battle with 
illness. 

Andy was a very loyal and 
hardworking member of the 
greenkeeping team and will 
be sadly missed. 

He was a proud family man 
and our thoughts go out to 
his children, Ashton, Thalia, 
Korbyn and Devlin and his 
partner Michelle. 

Andy was also a keen 
member of the North 
Section of the Greenkeepers 
Association.

The North Section 
Committee and Members, 
and his former colleagues, 
would also like to express 
its deepest sympathy to the 
family and the thoughts of all 
of us are with them during 
this difficult time.

Andrew Smith
of Fraserburgh 
Golf Club

MIDLAND AND NORTHeRN ReGION 2012 
GOLF MANAGeMeNT COMPeTITIONS

Carnoustie Golf Links Chair-
man Gordon Wilson, reports 
that following an interview 
process that saw many strong 
candidates at the interviewing 
table he is absolutely delighted 
to announce that Sandy Reid 
has been appointed successor 
to John Philp as Links 
Superintendent for Carnoustie 
Golf Links.

Sandy (35), who is married 

to Catherine and has a 1 year 
old daughter Harriet, hails 
originally from Blair Atholl. 

After graduating from 
Elmwood College in Fife he 
worked at Letham Grange 
for 3 years before making the 
move to Carnoustie where he 
has spent the last 7 years as 
Championship Course Head 
Greenkeeper. A keen golfer 
and curler, last year his curling 

team were beaten finalist in 
the Scottish Championships, 
Sandy said that

“It is an honour to be 
following on from John and 
I will do my best to ensure 
that the high standards set at 
Carnoustie continue. 

“I’m looking forward to 
working with a fantastic 
team and meeting all future 
challenges.”

Successor to John philp announced
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This year’s BIGGA Midland 
and Northern Region Golf 
Management events, 
sponsored by Tacit Golf UK, 
for the second year, will take 
place at the following venues:
MIDLAND REGION: North of 
the Region: Gay Hill Golf Club 
on Thursday 12th July.

South of the Region: 
Verulam Golf Club on 
Thursday 9th August.

NORTHERN REGION: East 
of the Region: Bingley St Ives 
Golf Club on Wednesday 25th 
July.

West of the Region: TBA.
This 4-man team event 

must include a member of the 
Green Staff, who must be a 
member of BIGGA. The other 
team members may be chosen 
from the Golf Club Secretary 
or Manager, Club Captain or 

Vice-Captain, Chairman of 
Green or Golf Club Committee 
Member.  Entry forms will 
be sent to golf clubs in the 
appropriate part of each 
Region.

If you wish to enter a team 
please contact the BIGGA 
Midland/Northern RA, Peter 
Larter on 01476 550115; 
07866 366966 or email 
petelarter972@aol.com

Recently voted the No 1 golf course in Spain, The PGA 
Catalunya Resort, has signed a five-year preferred 
supplier agreement with Ransomes Jacobsen.

Pictured above with Rupert Price, Sales Director of 
Ransomes Jacobsen, Miguel Girbes, Golf Director at 
PGA Catalunya Resort, added: 

“We strive continually to enhance the golfing 
experience for both elite players and visitors on golfing 
breaks and have recently upgraded our practice facilities 
which will make a visit to PGA Catalunya Resort even 
more memorable. We particularly want PGA Catalunya 
Resort to become the preferred winter training camp 
for golf federations and clubs around Europe and the 
signing of this strategic partnership with Ransomes 
Jacobsen will be a contributory factor to help us achieve 
this goal.”

Over the next five years, the entire fleet will become 
orange as the previous equipment is replaced with 
a range of modern turf maintenance products 
manufactured in Charlotte, North Carolina and at the 
company’s European manufacturing base in Ipswich, 
Suffolk.

Commenting on the signing of the agreement, David 
Batalle, Head Greenkeeper responsible for the two 
18-hole courses, the Stadium and the Tour said,

“Our current fleet is seven years old and as Spain’s 
number one golf experience, course presentation is 
highly important to us. The quality of cut we get from the 
405 played a significant role in determining our choice of 
equipment. We mow the fairways every day as you would 
expect from a club of our standing and the finish it’s 
producing is superb.

“I’ve been impressed with the level of service we’ve 
received from Ransomes Jacobsen’s Spanish distributor, 
Green Mowers of Burgos, following the purchase of the 
Fairway 405 and this was also a contributory factor in 
our decision to go with Ransomes Jacobsen.”

Bataller has worked most of his life in the Catalan 
region, starting his career when employed during the 
construction of Golf Girona in 1991 and later being 
appointed Course Manager. He subsequently worked at 
Barcelona Golf Club and Club de Golf Peralada before 
taking up his position at PGA Golf Catalunya. 

The Drift has become the very 
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Lynx irrigation control system 
software. 

The 18-hole woodland course 
in Surrey was installed with a 
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and usability. The Drift made 
the investment in Lynx and 
GDC despite these challenging 
economic times for golf clubs, 
with the directors’ commitment 
to improving course conditions 
representing their single biggest 
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2010, prompting the directors’ 
decision to replace it. 

The R & A organised a forum 
for Course Managers, Greens 
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Secretaries from all the Open 
venues. 

At the event, Peter Dawson 
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opportunity to present John 
Philp of Carnoustie with a silver 
salver in appreciation of John’s 
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team were beaten finalist in 
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Carnoustie continue. 
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Following tournaments in 2008 and 2010, JSM are 
once again organising a one day five-a-side football 
tournament to be held on 23rd May 2012. 

Entry is open to all greenkeeping and grounds care 
staff working for organisations located in the company’s 
general trading area of Kent, Sussex, Surrey, South 
London and East Berkshire. The tournament will take the 
form of 10 minute matches played in four pools, which 
will generate the qualifiers for the knock out stages. 

Managing Director, David Cole, says: ‘We have enjoyed 
two great events with Sunningdale GC winning the first 
on penalties in 2008, and then Pyrford Golf Club (right) 
coming top of a very keenly fought competition in 2010.

The positive feedback from past participants and the 
continued support of JSM’s supplier partners means this 
bi-annual event is becoming a firm favourite. 

Smaller organisations are encouraged to group together 
with others to make up a team. The day will feature a 
complimentary barbecue to take place immediately 
following the trophy and medal presentations. 

Entries must be in by early May 4th and places will be 
limited to keep to the four pool format and time frame 
intact. More details and entry forms are available from 
JSM Limited, 0845 026 0061.

JSM Challenge Cup: The Quest for Glory

Royal North Devon Golf Club at Westward 
Ho! in Devon has won the first regional 
qualifying tournament of the 2012 
John Deere Team Championship golf 
competition, organised by south-west John 
Deere dealership Masons Kings.

A total of 18 teams took part in the 
tournament, which went ahead at 
Boringdon Park Golf Club, Plympton, 
near Plymouth in Devon, despite a day of 
heavy April showers, with BIGGA’s regional 
administrator Jane Jones acting as the 
tournament’s official scorer.

“It wasn’t just the rain,” said organiser 
Roy Key of Masons Kings. “Boringdon Park 
is up on a hill and the wind across the 
course made it quite a challenging day.”

Royal North Devon’s net score of 65 in the 
modified scramble event secures them a 
place in the next round.  St Austell finished 
on 64 but knew their team format prevented 
them from qualifying for the final. 

The Royal North Devon team – made 
up of the club’s general manager Mark 
Evans, committee member Robert Fowler 
and head greenkeeper Neil Crawley – will 
be travelling to De Vere Slaley Hall in 
September to play on the championship 
Hunting course in the national tournament 
final, together with John Rowe, the 
dealership’s Cornwall depot manager who 
joins the team as the fourth member.

“I’ve played in a few John Deere Team 
Championship tournaments in the past 
but this is the first time we’ve ever got 
through to the final,” says Mark Evans, 
the club’s general manager.  “The event 

was very well organised and we had a great 
day.”

The John Deere Team Championship 
celebrates its 25th anniversary in 2012, 
having started in the US in 1987. This is 
the sixth time the competition has been run 
in UK & Ireland since the first tournament 
in 2002, and around 30 regional dealer 
tournaments are taking place this year.

Meanwhile, Appleby Golf Club recently 
took receipt of the new John Deere 8000E 
sit-on mower (right).

“Turning on the tees without marking 
makes the job so much quicker,” said a 
delighted Steve Campbell, Course Manager.

royal nortH Devon tHroUGH to Slaley Hall

Iron Man JoSH 
to BIke to 
BarCelona

BIGGA Member, Joshua 
Webber, is taking part in the 
Barcelona ‘Half Ironman’ 
Triathlon on 27 May in order 
to raise money for Cancer 
Research UK.

This charity is close to the 
hearts of many at Josh’s club, 
Portmore Golf Park.

His Half Ironman will 
consist of a 1.2 mile sea swim, 
a 56 mile bike ride and a 13.1 

mile run. Joshua adds:
“My training has been going 

well, however the heat is the 
main thing that worries me, as 
I’m pretty sure Barcelona has 
a little more sunshine than 
the West Country!

“It would be great if anyone 
could help me out with 
sponsorship, it really will 
make a difference to peoples 
lives.”

Here comes the rain...
Although the Drought Order 
is still in place in many 
counties, as we went to 
print, golf courses all over 
the nation suffered from 
torrential rain, and many 
became unplayable.
Aldwark Manor GC, situated 
by the side of BIGGA HQ, 
proved a handy resource for 
these pics!




