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Ernie Els was rightly hailed for his 
brilliant back nine that piled pressure 
on Adam Scott and brought him his first 
major for ten years, but congratulations 
must also go to Paul Smith, his team 
and all the volunteer greenkeepers 
including the BIGGA Support Team who 
fought the elements to provide a first 
class examination at Royal Lytham & 
St Annes Golf Club for the 141st Open 
Championship.   

Last year’s Open passed in a bit of a blur for 
me coming so soon in to my time with BIGGA 
so this year it was immensely gratifying to have 
the chance to be involved with the Support 
Team from the very beginning and to witness 
the extraordinary teamwork and determination 
from all concerned first hand.

The Open is a great opportunity to remind 
the golf industry of just how vital quality course 
management and the thousands of skilled 
practitioners who provide the excellent playing 
conditions are particularly bearing in mind the 
standards that modern golfers have come to 
expect. 

Recently though we have spent too much 
time counseling and advising members 
facing redundancy at golf clubs that are 
undergoing financial hardship.  The golf 
industry is not immune to the effects of 
the global recession but it is surely a false 
economy to place at risk the effective 
management of a facility’s prime asset – 
its course.  

Deterioration in course condition, as we 
have read in previous editions, has a major 
downward impact on club revenue so golf clubs 
are placing their very existence in jeopardy by 
making skilled, educated, professional course 
managers and head greenkeepers redundant.

Attending the Championship at 
Lytham provided the opportunity to make 

representation to many industry bodies that 
can attempt to influence decision makers at 
club level and I am delighted that our message 
was heard loud and clear and was well 
received.  We continue to work hard with our 
various industry partners on this crucial issue.

As Andrew Mellon departs for warmer 
climes we welcome Tony Smith as 
BIGGA’s 25th Chairman and look forward 
to working closely with him and his Vice 
Chairman Chris Sealey to continue to 
implement the Board’s vision for the 
Association.  

Both men have considerable experience in 
the industry and at Board level and I know they 
are hugely committed to the success of BIGGA.

With The Open behind us it is now time 
for the team here at BIGGA House to 
begin the detailed planning for BTME in 
January 2013.

In this edition we preview the Turf Managers 
Conference which is shaping up to be a 
must attend event for next year for all course 
managers and head greenkeepers.  Pencil 
Monday 21st January in to your diary now!

Enjoy the read.

Jim Croxton, 
BIGGA CEO

Open support

Whether it's the comfortable seat and smooth ride, the ease of 
maintenance and simple diagnostics, or the advanced controls and 
superior quality-of-cut, the LF550/570 series of light fairways mowers from 
Jacobsen offers so many parts to love.

FOR A LEGENDARY PERFORMANCE 

ON YOUR COURSE, CALL 01473 270000

www.ransomesjacobsen.com

SO MANY PARTS TO LOVE

GKI/LF/08/2012

JACOBSEN 
LF550/570
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FEATURE

BTME is back at Harrogate for 

2013, and is shaping up to be 

another must-attend event, 

with many exhibitors having 

already confi rmed their 

spaces, months in advance, 

as the countdown to 22-24 

January 2013 begins.

The BIGGA Turf Management 

Exhibition, incorporating Continue 

to Learn Education Seminars and 

Workshops, which start the week-

end before and run for fi ve consecu-

tive days, is the ultimate experience 

for golf greenkeepers.

BTME, widely regarded as 

Europe’s leading showcase for 

turf and groundscare profession-

als and buyers, offers a fantastic 

opportunity to browse, buy and 

seek advice from over a hundred of 

the top manufacturers and service 

providers across the world.

Look out for details soon on how 

to pre-register for your free visitors 

pass.

The BIGGA 
show heats up

BTME 2013
The BIGGA Turf Management    Exhibition

incorporating:

BIGGA Seminars 
& Workshops

20-23 
January 2012

The BIGGA 

A look ahead to the BIGGA Turf Management Exhibition, and 

Continue to Learn educational programme for 2013
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FEATURE

Do you have any old
 artifacts from days gone-by?

Perhaps your grandad was a greenkeeper and 

has something stored away in the lo� ? Maybe 

an Association tie, or a journal? If so we would 

love to hear from you. We are particularly 

interested in the early part of the last century, 

but anything you have would be worth 

considering for future editions of this article.

Please contact us on 01347 833800 or email 

Elliott Small, BIGGA Past Chairman,

elliott.edna@hotmail.co.uk
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Back in time looks back at cuttings of greenkeeping news from days gone-by. 2012 is a landmark year, 

being the centenary of Greenkeeping Associations, as well as 25 years since BIGGA was formed. 

Each month we will look back at the current month, but in a di� erent year, from over the last hundred. 

Here, we travel back to the not-too-distant August 2001, when the Open also happened to 

be at Royal Lytham and St. Annes

It’s amazingly now eleven 

years since David Duval won 

the 2001 Open, at Royal 

Lytham and St Annes, his only 

major championship, three 

strokes ahead of Niclas Fasth. 

This August edition of GI fea-

tured a fi nal page column from then 

Chairman, Clive Osgood, entitled 

‘Lytham Delights’. The current 

Regional Administrator  praised the 

BIGGA support team for their work 

at the Open and also Paul Smith, 

who had then just completed 

his first Open Championship as 

Course Manager.

A feature on the Toro Student 

Greenkeeper of the Year Award (top 

right) highlighted the finalists of 

that year and an article by the 2000 

winner, Jonathan Cleland, revealed 

how enjoyable and useful his prize 

of a trip to the US had been. 

This issue also included a survey 

about aeration by Ray Clark, of 

Harleyford GC, and Martin Gunn, 

of Temple GC, an announcement 

that Roger Black M.B.E. would 

be speaking at BTME 2002 and a 

feature on BIGGA’s support team 

at Lytham.

In the news section it was 

reported that Ian Willett, Course 

Manager at Thorpeness GC, had 

collected a certifi cate for academic 

achievement and Brian Sullivan, 

Superintendent of the Bel Air 

Country Club in LA, had fl own to 

the Open at Lytham to collect his 

Master Greenkeeper blazer.
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STUDENT OF THE YEAR

38  GI  MONTH 2012

The annual Toro Student of 

the Year Award, now in it’s 

24th year, offers student 

greenkeepers the opportunity 

to expand their experience by 

meeting and competing with 

the best. 
One lucky winner of this annual 

award will soon be heading to the 

USA on an all-expenses-paid study 

trip of a lifetime, thanks to BIGGA’s 

Gold Key Sponsor, Toro.

Acknowledged as the highlight of 

the student greenkeepers’ year, the 

winner will receive an eight week trip 

to the United States, starting next 

January that includes a six week 

study course at the University of 

Massachusetts and trips to visit the 

GCSAA’s Golf Industry Show, in San 

Diego and Toro’s Californian base.

Two runners-up will receive an 

expenses-paid trip to the Continue 

to Learn Education programme 

at BTME 2013 in Harrogate, next 

January.
The judges interviewed 29 stu-

dents greenkeepers during a series 

of local interviews and had the 

tough job of selecting only six can-

didates to progress to the National 

Finals being held at BIGGA House 

on Sunday 16th and Monday 17th 

September. 
One of the final six (pictured), 

have the incredible opportunity to 

follow in Matthew Perks’ footsteps 

to become the 24th Toro Student 

Greenkeeper of the Year. 

The six fi nalists will arrive at Ald-

wark Manor on Sunday 16th Sep-

tember and will join the judges and 

BIGGA staff for an informal dinner.  

Monday 17th September sees the 

fi nalists being provided with a writ-

ten task to complete during the day 

and attending a formal interview in 

front of a panel of four judges who 

represent both Toro and BIGGA.

Following fi nal deliberations by 

the judges the 2012 winner and 

two runners-up will be selected. 

The announcement of the winner 

and runners-up will take place at 

5pm. Following a photo shoot, the 

day concludes with an evening of 

celebrations, including a meal at 

an Italian restaurant and a game of 

tenpin bowling.

To be eligible for this award in the 

future, you should be a greenkeep-

ing student studying for a qualifi ca-

tion, up to Level Three.  Entrants 

are nominated by their course 

tutor, with their entry sanctioned 

by their college or training provider. 

Our thanks go to all those who 

entered the 2012 Award and who 

continue to make this Award a 

fl agship event of the greenkeeping 

calendar.

The National fi nal

GI June 2012 (pages 24-26) featured 2011 

winner, Matt Perks, and his three page 

account of his trip to the States

GI   Further reading

the 3rd period. It truly was amaz-ing, but that wasn’t all, as after the 3rd period had ended Edric had arranged for the TV crew to come and fi lm us and put us up on the big screen in the centre of the court! It was a close game that was won in the fi nal second by Wolves. The arena went completely mad and it was a great end to an amazing night. 
Friday soon rolled around and it was time to leave for the fi nal leg of my trip; the Golf Industry Show in Las Vegas. To be honest it really crept up on me as I had been so busy over the previous seven weeks I hadn’t even had time to think about going there, but soon I had landed at McCarran airport and was in a taxi on the way to the hotel.

 I arrived at night so it was an amazing view driving down the strip with the hotels and shops all lit up. The next day I ventured out and wandered around the endless hotels, casinos and shops and in the evening I met up with Sami, Jim and Andrew from BIGGA. We went out for dinner and chatted about the trip so far and how everything had gone, it was great to see them again.
The next few days were spent at the show looking around the thousands of stands and exhibits. The place was truly gigantic and you defi nitely needed the map to fi nd your way around. I ran into so many people from the UK while I 

was out there and spent hours talk-ing to all of them about the industry and where it is headed. I got a really positive feel from everyone and it was great to see that none of the passion has been lost over the diffi cult last three years, in fact I think it’s made some people even more passionate and determined to succeed in their particular area, whether that be a greenkeeper, machinery supplier, or any one of the many aspects that come from managing golf courses. 
Then, before I knew it, Friday had come and it was time to return home, so, I packed my bags and headed for the airport. While I was sat waiting for the plane I had a few hours to refl ect on the trip, how much I had learned and how much the experience had changed my life for the better. I can honestly say it was the trip of a lifetime and something I wish I could go back and repeat all over again. I’d like to say a huge thank you to  everyone involved with the Toro award, particularly Sami Collins and all of the staff at BIGGA, as well as Pete Mansfi eld and his secretary Chris-tine Wilson from Lely UK who not only sponsored the award but also made sure that I had everything I needed every step of the way.

This just leaves me to say good luck to this year’s nominees and to the eventual winner: get ready for the trip of a lifetime!

Umass class photo

The Strip in Las Vegas

New York Hotel, 
Las Vegas
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TORO STUDENT TRIP

JOIN THE 
REVOLUTION!

TORO Commercial Products are distributed by Lely (UK) Limited, St Neots, Cambridgeshire PE19 1QH.  Tel: 01480 226800  Email: toro.info.uk@lely.com   www.lely.com   www.toro.com

Since its launch, the Toro Greensmaster TriFlex range
has been revolutionising greens mowing. Designed and
built from the ground up, the TriFlex 3400 and TriFlex
Hybrid 3420 are both packed with ground-breaking
technology and deliver an unrivalled quality of cut and
exceptional finish. Check out the unique cutting unit
suspension system and DPA cutting units that hug
ground contours for superb cutting consistency. And
redesigned balloon-style tyres that make tracks virtually
invisible. What’s more, the TriFlex has been built with
the operator firmly in mind. Quick-change cutting units
can be switched instantly to other units – all without
tools. But perhaps most exciting of all, the TriFlex Hybrid
3420 is the first Toro to feature an all-electric cylinder
drive system for a greener mower. Discover the
Greensmaster TriFlex range for yourself, call us on the
number below and join the revolution!

Call 01480 226800 or visit www.toro.com

FLEX 21 GREENSMASTER 3250-D

GREENSMASTER 1000

TRIFLEX 3400

GREENSMASTER TRIFLEX

FREE
ONSITE 

DEMONSTRATION

CALL LELY ON
01480 226800

TC0250 Greenkeeping Int Triflex_Hybrid  28/05/2012  14:13  Page 1
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Toro Student of 
the Year 2012 

The fi nalists for the annual Toro Student of the Year competition, held 

at BIGGA House, have been now been chosen. Those lucky enough to 

make the cut are revealed by our new L&D resident, Stuart Green...

Name: Stuart Imeson

Age: 20
Golf Club: Dunstanburgh Golf 

Club
Position: Head Greenkeeper

College: Newcastle College

 
Stuart joined Dunstanburgh 

Golf Club when he left school, after 

undertaking his work experience 

he felt this was the career he 

wanted to follow.  After completing his Level 2, the Head 

Greenkeeper left and Stuart took the opportunity to 

inquire about the vacant position.  The owner took a risk 

and Stuart has now been in the role for two years and is 

relishing the challenge.

Stuart is currently studying for his Level 3 and wants 

to continue on to the Level 4 at Newcastle College.  Stuart 

has a handicap of 20 and enjoys football.

Six of the best

Golf Club when he left school, after 

wanted to follow.  After completing his Level 2, the Head 

 

Name: Thomas Flavelle

Age: 23
Golf Club: Lingdale Golf Club

Position: Greenkeeper

College: Myerscough College

 
Thomas began greenkeeping at Lingdale 

Golf Club in 2007, as an apprentice, 

following in his father’s footsteps.  

He is currently undertaking his Level 

3 and is wanting to progress onto the 

Foundation Degree.  

He is also very much interested in golf course architecture.

Tom is a talented golfer, with a handicap of 2.  He won the 

scratch competition at The Leicestershire Golf Club and has 

represented his county.  

The golf club uses Thomas’s golf knowledge to provide a golfer’s 

opinion on the roll of the greens, as part of the weekly course 

rating.

	
  

Name: Neil Ivamy

Age: 28
Golf Club: Trevose Golf & Country Club

Position: Assistant Greenkeeper

College: Duchy College

 
Neil started greenkeeping at 16, at the 

Merlin Golf Club, where he completed his 

Level 2.  He is currently working towards his 

Level 3 at the Duchy College.

Neil took some time out to indulge his 

other passion of cricket by playing club 

cricket in Western Australia.  He returned to the UK and spent 

some time working as a landscaper before joining the team at 

Trevose Golf & Country Club.

Neil is the club professional at Redruth Cricket Club and has 

represented Cornwall at Minor Counties level.  He also plays golf 

and has a handicap of 10.

Name: Aaron Launchbury

Age: 27
Golf Club: North Foreland 

Golf Club
Position: Assistant 

Greenkeeper
College: Hadlow College

 
Aaron came to greenkeeping 

later in life after a career in 

the print industry and as a 

painter and decorator.  Aaron joined North Foreland 

Golf Club as an apprentice and hasn’t looked back, 

completing his Level 2 in twelve months.

Aaron has been working closely with his Course 

Manager, Dan McGrath MG, on the Operation Pollinator 

project.  He assisted Dan in researching design ideas for 

alternative habitats for pollinating insects.

Name: Christopher Watson

Age: 18
Golf Club: Peterculter Golf Club

Position: Assistant 

Greenkeeper
College: Elmwood College

 
Chris got his passion for 

greenkeeping after spending his 

work experience at the golf club.  

He went back after leaving school, in 2010, to work 

during the summer, before being taken on as a full-time 

apprentice later that year.  Whilst as Elmwood, Chris 

awarded the BIGGA Scottish Level 2 Award.

Chris has recently taken up golf and is slowly 

improving.  His other passions are Scouts and sailing, 

where in 2011 he was on the lead boat of the Tall Ships, 

which left Greenock.

Golf Club: Peterculter Golf Club

He went back after leaving school, in 2010, to work 

	
  

Name: Peter Thompson

Age: 25
Golf Club: Sunningdale Golf Club

Position: Assistant Greenkeeper

College: Oaklands College

 
Peter has been in greenkeeping for fi ve 

years and is currently working towards his 

Level 3 Diploma, at Oaklands College.  

Peter started greenkeeping at Old Fold 

Manor in 2007, but chose to further develop 

his skills at Sunningdale, under Course Manager, 

Murray Long.
Outside of work, Peter holds a season ticket for Manchester 

United and is a very keen cook.  

Had he not followed his current career path he would have 

trained as a chef.

his skills at Sunningdale, under Course Manager, 
	
  

	
  

painter and decorator.  Aaron joined North Foreland 
	
  

Continue to Learn seminar at 
BTME 2012 (left) and Vegas trip 

(above)

The day after I had won the 

Toro Student Greenkeeper of 

the Year award I was sat on the 

train on the way home with a 

big smile on my face. 

I felt a huge sense of achievement 

that all the hard work had paid off 

and that a personal dream had 

come true. It hadn’t dawned on me 

that all the hard work was going to 

be eclipsed by the level of education 

I was about to receive at the Univer-

sity of Massachusetts (Umass).

The next few months passed like 

a blur. In order to obtain my Visa 

there was a never-ending stream of 

form fi lling followed by an interview 

with the US Embassy in London. 

As well as this there was Christ-

mas and New Year to think about 

besides a busy few months working 

on the golf course. 

However, on January 3, I found 

myself sat in Heathrow Airport on 

my own ready to go. I knew partially 

what awaited me, but no one can 

really prepare you for the USA and 

how full on things were going to 

be at university. After 22 hours of 

travelling without any sleep I fi nally 

arrived at the Comfort Inn, which 

would be my home for the next 7 

weeks. I set my alarm for early next 

morning so that I could meet up 

with some fellow students on the 

turf management course before 

going straight to sleep. I wasn’t 

disappointed as I got chatting to 

everyone straight away over coffee 

and doughnuts and managed to get 

a lift to the university. 

The fi rst thing that hit me was 

how big the campus was, it was 

like a small town with its own 

basketball and ice hockey arena, 

bars, restaurants and numerous 

high rise fl ats to accommodate all of 

the students. The place was so big 

it even had its own Power Station!

We were all expecting a nice and 

easy fi rst day but had no such luck. 

After the fi rst hour of orientation we 

went straight into lectures. There 

was so much to cover in a short 

amount of time that every available 

minute was used. There were the 

“core” subjects such as Entomol-

ogy, Disease Pathology, Turf Grass 

Physiology, Turf Grass Manage-

ment, Turf Grass Identification, 

Weed Management, Fertiliser and 

Chemical Calculations, Soil Phys-

ics, Soil Chemistry and Agronomy; 

these were then interspersed with 

other smaller, but no less impor-

tant, lectures on Irrigation, Arbo-

riculture, Staff management, Golf 

Course Design and Architecture. 

There were also some guest lectur-

ers from the world of golf including 

Bill Spence from the Brookline 

Country Club and a USGA agrono-

mist Jim Skorulski.

Of course it wasn’t all work, there 

were plenty of nights when we all 

went out for food and drinks, to 

watch Hockey matches and play 

Ten Pin Bowling. I quite fancied 

my chances at bowling but quickly 

realised that I had no chance, as 

this was one of their many national 

sports. So, I decided to play some of 

the locals at Pool, something I fared  

a lot better at. One night I went for 

three hours unbeaten before being 

asked to kindly step aside in order 

to let the others have a go. 

Going to Boston for the weekend 

was a memorable part of the trip. 

Chris Swider, one of the guys on 

  A life 
changing trip

Toro Student of The Year, Matt 

Perks, reveals all about his 

trip to the States, the prize for 

scooping the top accolade in the 

annual BIGGA competition

ABOVE: Matt with the graduates 

outside the Toro offi ces

BELOW: Matt in a snowy Boston

INSET RIGHT: Umass libary, the 

talest in the U.S at 26 fl oors

MAIN RIGHT: View from the top 

of Umass library 
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the course, was going home for the 

weekend, so a few of us booked a 

hotel and he gave us a lift. During 

the day we went to the New Eng-

land Aquarium and did the tourist 

trail and at night we ventured into 

China town for food and drinks. 

It was a great weekend but before 

we knew it we were driving back 

to the Comfort Inn and Umass for 

another week of lectures. It felt like 

the course was never going to end 

but eventually we were in our fi nal 

week and counting down the hours 

until we graduated. All together 

there were 117 2 hour lectures, 

plus homework and 32 exams! It 

was as exhausting as it sounds. 

The course pushed each and every 

one of us, including myself, to the 

limit of what could be achieved, 

but achieve we did as every one of 

the 42 students passed with fl ying 

colours. We graduated on a Friday 

afternoon which gave us chance to 

say our goodbyes to those who had 

to travel home, and gave everyone 

else a chance to get ready for one 

last night out together. 

I had another few days to kill 

before I travelled to Minneapolis, so 

I went to stay with a fellow student 

and hotel resident, Roger Beau-

lieu, at his place in Connecticut. 

We played golf and went for some 

food and a few drinks at his local 

bar. I met some great people that 

weekend and was treated like one of 

the locals. I’ve got say a big thanks 

to Roger as he was my taxi almost 

everywhere while at Umass and he 

treated me like one of his family and 

I would gladly call him a friend for 

life.
Monday morning came and 

it was time to leave New England 

behind and head for Minneapolis to 

see the Toro facilities and factories. 

I met up with the two Australian 

winners and the Canadian winner 

from Umass and we were shown 

every inch of Toro’s three main sites 

from the Headquarters, Research 

and Design and Manufacturing 

and Assembly. It was great to see 

how the products were initially con-

ceived, designed and tested before 

being assembled into the machines 

we use every day. It was eye opening 

to see the work that goes into it and 

how all the staff take pride in what 

they do; it’s no wonder we end up 

using products with such a good 

build quality. 

Edric Funk was our guide 

while we were in Minneapolis. He 

made sure that we had everything 

we needed and he arranged our 

evenings out for food and entertain-

ment, the best of which was on the 

Wednesday when we headed out 

into Minneapolis city centre. We 

went to the fi nest steak house to 

start off with and had an amazing 

meal, this was followed by a VIP 

trip to watch the local basketball 

team, Minneapolis Timberwolves, 

play Utah Jazz. We had court-side 

seats and at half time we went to 

the backstage bar and met all of 

the players as they came out for 

“The campus was like a small 

town with its own basketball 

and ice hockey arena, bars and 

restaurants. It even had its own 

Power Station!”
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The BIGGA National Championship 2012, sponsored 
by Charterhouse and Kubota, will be played at the 
glorious Irvine Golf Club, at Bogside, in Scotland. 
In this 25th year of BIGGA, Irvine GC is 125, so the 
championship in October should be a celebration to 
remember. Jim Cook returned from the trip north 
with splendid photography and words to match

The BIGGA test

The course offers a behemoth 
of a challenge and as it 
has been known to reduce 
professional golfers to 
whimpering wrecks is 
defi nitely not one for the faint 
hearted.

Head Greenkeeper, Derek 
Wilson, said: “The Scottish pro 
Alan Tait brought three young pros 
down to play and they were saying 
‘it’s only six-and-a-half thousand 
yards, it must be easy’ then in the 
clubhouse at the end of the round 
he said ‘tell them what you scored’ 
and one, in tears, admitted he 
hadn’t broken 100!” 

A true links challenge, the course 
sits on sand with fairways divided 
roughly by thick gorse bushes and 
heather which lay in wait for any 
wayward shots. 

“If you hit the ball straight you’ll 
get a good score. Accuracy off the 

tee is a must because if you end up 
in the bushes, you’re in trouble,” 
Derek added.

It was built in 1887 and some of 
the present character of the course 
comes from James Braid’s designs 
in the 1920s. His use of nature as 
a tool is greatly in evidence around 
Irvine GC and part of its individual-
istic charm can be attributed to the 
great Scottish course designer. 

The course has not changed 
much since then and all the 
bunkers still sit in their original 
positions. In the past 25 years, new 
tees have been built at the 2nd, 6th, 
12th, 17th and 18th.

Derek said: “The basic shape of 
the golf course hasn’t altered and 
with some of the lengthy carries we 
have around here, can you imagine 
trying to hit them with hickory golf 
clubs? It’s the same with all of the 
courses down this stretch and you 
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FEATURE

BTME is back at Harrogate for 

2013, and is shaping up to be 

another must-attend event, 

with many exhibitors having 

already confi rmed their 

spaces, months in advance, 

as the countdown to 22-24 

January 2013 begins.

The BIGGA Turf Management 

Exhibition, incorporating Continue 

to Learn Education Seminars and 

Workshops, which start the week-

end before and run for fi ve consecu-

tive days, is the ultimate experience 

for golf greenkeepers.

BTME, widely regarded as 

Europe’s leading showcase for 

turf and groundscare profession-

als and buyers, offers a fantastic 

opportunity to browse, buy and 

seek advice from over a hundred of 

the top manufacturers and service 

providers across the world.

Look out for details soon on how 

to pre-register for your free visitors 

pass.

The BIGGA 
show heats up

BTME 2013
The BIGGA Turf Management    Exhibition

incorporating:

BIGGA Seminars 
& Workshops

20-23 
January 2012

The BIGGA 

A look ahead to the BIGGA Turf Management Exhibition, and 

Continue to Learn educational programme for 2013
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FEATURE

Do you have any old
 artifacts from days gone-by?

Perhaps your grandad was a greenkeeper and 

has something stored away in the lo� ? Maybe 

an Association tie, or a journal? If so we would 

love to hear from you. We are particularly 

interested in the early part of the last century, 

but anything you have would be worth 

considering for future editions of this article.

Please contact us on 01347 833800 or email 

Elliott Small, BIGGA Past Chairman,

elliott.edna@hotmail.co.uk
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Back in time looks back at cuttings of greenkeeping news from days gone-by. 2012 is a landmark year, 

being the centenary of Greenkeeping Associations, as well as 25 years since BIGGA was formed. 

Each month we will look back at the current month, but in a di� erent year, from over the last hundred. 

Here, we travel back to the not-too-distant August 2001, when the Open also happened to 

be at Royal Lytham and St. Annes

It’s amazingly now eleven 

years since David Duval won 

the 2001 Open, at Royal 

Lytham and St Annes, his only 

major championship, three 

strokes ahead of Niclas Fasth. 

This August edition of GI fea-

tured a fi nal page column from then 

Chairman, Clive Osgood, entitled 

‘Lytham Delights’. The current 

Regional Administrator  praised the 

BIGGA support team for their work 

at the Open and also Paul Smith, 

who had then just completed 

his first Open Championship as 

Course Manager.

A feature on the Toro Student 

Greenkeeper of the Year Award (top 

right) highlighted the finalists of 

that year and an article by the 2000 

winner, Jonathan Cleland, revealed 

how enjoyable and useful his prize 

of a trip to the US had been. 

This issue also included a survey 

about aeration by Ray Clark, of 

Harleyford GC, and Martin Gunn, 

of Temple GC, an announcement 

that Roger Black M.B.E. would 

be speaking at BTME 2002 and a 

feature on BIGGA’s support team 

at Lytham.

In the news section it was 

reported that Ian Willett, Course 

Manager at Thorpeness GC, had 

collected a certifi cate for academic 

achievement and Brian Sullivan, 

Superintendent of the Bel Air 

Country Club in LA, had fl own to 

the Open at Lytham to collect his 

Master Greenkeeper blazer.
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STUDENT OF THE YEAR

38  GI  MONTH 2012

The annual Toro Student of 

the Year Award, now in it’s 

24th year, offers student 

greenkeepers the opportunity 

to expand their experience by 

meeting and competing with 

the best. 
One lucky winner of this annual 

award will soon be heading to the 

USA on an all-expenses-paid study 

trip of a lifetime, thanks to BIGGA’s 

Gold Key Sponsor, Toro.

Acknowledged as the highlight of 

the student greenkeepers’ year, the 

winner will receive an eight week trip 

to the United States, starting next 

January that includes a six week 

study course at the University of 

Massachusetts and trips to visit the 

GCSAA’s Golf Industry Show, in San 

Diego and Toro’s Californian base.

Two runners-up will receive an 

expenses-paid trip to the Continue 

to Learn Education programme 

at BTME 2013 in Harrogate, next 

January.
The judges interviewed 29 stu-

dents greenkeepers during a series 

of local interviews and had the 

tough job of selecting only six can-

didates to progress to the National 

Finals being held at BIGGA House 

on Sunday 16th and Monday 17th 

September. 
One of the final six (pictured), 

have the incredible opportunity to 

follow in Matthew Perks’ footsteps 

to become the 24th Toro Student 

Greenkeeper of the Year. 

The six fi nalists will arrive at Ald-

wark Manor on Sunday 16th Sep-

tember and will join the judges and 

BIGGA staff for an informal dinner.  

Monday 17th September sees the 

fi nalists being provided with a writ-

ten task to complete during the day 

and attending a formal interview in 

front of a panel of four judges who 

represent both Toro and BIGGA.

Following fi nal deliberations by 

the judges the 2012 winner and 

two runners-up will be selected. 

The announcement of the winner 

and runners-up will take place at 

5pm. Following a photo shoot, the 

day concludes with an evening of 

celebrations, including a meal at 

an Italian restaurant and a game of 

tenpin bowling.

To be eligible for this award in the 

future, you should be a greenkeep-

ing student studying for a qualifi ca-

tion, up to Level Three.  Entrants 

are nominated by their course 

tutor, with their entry sanctioned 

by their college or training provider. 

Our thanks go to all those who 

entered the 2012 Award and who 

continue to make this Award a 

fl agship event of the greenkeeping 

calendar.

The National fi nal

GI June 2012 (pages 24-26) featured 2011 

winner, Matt Perks, and his three page 

account of his trip to the States

GI   Further reading

the 3rd period. It truly was amaz-ing, but that wasn’t all, as after the 3rd period had ended Edric had arranged for the TV crew to come and fi lm us and put us up on the big screen in the centre of the court! It was a close game that was won in the fi nal second by Wolves. The arena went completely mad and it was a great end to an amazing night. 
Friday soon rolled around and it was time to leave for the fi nal leg of my trip; the Golf Industry Show in Las Vegas. To be honest it really crept up on me as I had been so busy over the previous seven weeks I hadn’t even had time to think about going there, but soon I had landed at McCarran airport and was in a taxi on the way to the hotel.

 I arrived at night so it was an amazing view driving down the strip with the hotels and shops all lit up. The next day I ventured out and wandered around the endless hotels, casinos and shops and in the evening I met up with Sami, Jim and Andrew from BIGGA. We went out for dinner and chatted about the trip so far and how everything had gone, it was great to see them again.
The next few days were spent at the show looking around the thousands of stands and exhibits. The place was truly gigantic and you defi nitely needed the map to fi nd your way around. I ran into so many people from the UK while I 

was out there and spent hours talk-ing to all of them about the industry and where it is headed. I got a really positive feel from everyone and it was great to see that none of the passion has been lost over the diffi cult last three years, in fact I think it’s made some people even more passionate and determined to succeed in their particular area, whether that be a greenkeeper, machinery supplier, or any one of the many aspects that come from managing golf courses. 
Then, before I knew it, Friday had come and it was time to return home, so, I packed my bags and headed for the airport. While I was sat waiting for the plane I had a few hours to refl ect on the trip, how much I had learned and how much the experience had changed my life for the better. I can honestly say it was the trip of a lifetime and something I wish I could go back and repeat all over again. I’d like to say a huge thank you to  everyone involved with the Toro award, particularly Sami Collins and all of the staff at BIGGA, as well as Pete Mansfi eld and his secretary Chris-tine Wilson from Lely UK who not only sponsored the award but also made sure that I had everything I needed every step of the way.

This just leaves me to say good luck to this year’s nominees and to the eventual winner: get ready for the trip of a lifetime!

Umass class photo

The Strip in Las Vegas

New York Hotel, 
Las Vegas

26  GI  JUNE 2012

TORO STUDENT TRIP

JOIN THE 
REVOLUTION!

TORO Commercial Products are distributed by Lely (UK) Limited, St Neots, Cambridgeshire PE19 1QH.  Tel: 01480 226800  Email: toro.info.uk@lely.com   www.lely.com   www.toro.com

Since its launch, the Toro Greensmaster TriFlex range
has been revolutionising greens mowing. Designed and
built from the ground up, the TriFlex 3400 and TriFlex
Hybrid 3420 are both packed with ground-breaking
technology and deliver an unrivalled quality of cut and
exceptional finish. Check out the unique cutting unit
suspension system and DPA cutting units that hug
ground contours for superb cutting consistency. And
redesigned balloon-style tyres that make tracks virtually
invisible. What’s more, the TriFlex has been built with
the operator firmly in mind. Quick-change cutting units
can be switched instantly to other units – all without
tools. But perhaps most exciting of all, the TriFlex Hybrid
3420 is the first Toro to feature an all-electric cylinder
drive system for a greener mower. Discover the
Greensmaster TriFlex range for yourself, call us on the
number below and join the revolution!

Call 01480 226800 or visit www.toro.com

FLEX 21 GREENSMASTER 3250-D

GREENSMASTER 1000

TRIFLEX 3400

GREENSMASTER TRIFLEX

FREE
ONSITE 

DEMONSTRATION

CALL LELY ON
01480 226800
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Toro Student of 
the Year 2012 

The fi nalists for the annual Toro Student of the Year competition, held 

at BIGGA House, have been now been chosen. Those lucky enough to 

make the cut are revealed by our new L&D resident, Stuart Green...

Name: Stuart Imeson

Age: 20
Golf Club: Dunstanburgh Golf 

Club
Position: Head Greenkeeper

College: Newcastle College

 
Stuart joined Dunstanburgh 

Golf Club when he left school, after 

undertaking his work experience 

he felt this was the career he 

wanted to follow.  After completing his Level 2, the Head 

Greenkeeper left and Stuart took the opportunity to 

inquire about the vacant position.  The owner took a risk 

and Stuart has now been in the role for two years and is 

relishing the challenge.

Stuart is currently studying for his Level 3 and wants 

to continue on to the Level 4 at Newcastle College.  Stuart 

has a handicap of 20 and enjoys football.

Six of the best

Golf Club when he left school, after 

wanted to follow.  After completing his Level 2, the Head 

 

Name: Thomas Flavelle

Age: 23
Golf Club: Lingdale Golf Club

Position: Greenkeeper

College: Myerscough College

 
Thomas began greenkeeping at Lingdale 

Golf Club in 2007, as an apprentice, 

following in his father’s footsteps.  

He is currently undertaking his Level 

3 and is wanting to progress onto the 

Foundation Degree.  

He is also very much interested in golf course architecture.

Tom is a talented golfer, with a handicap of 2.  He won the 

scratch competition at The Leicestershire Golf Club and has 

represented his county.  

The golf club uses Thomas’s golf knowledge to provide a golfer’s 

opinion on the roll of the greens, as part of the weekly course 

rating.

	
  

Name: Neil Ivamy

Age: 28
Golf Club: Trevose Golf & Country Club

Position: Assistant Greenkeeper

College: Duchy College

 
Neil started greenkeeping at 16, at the 

Merlin Golf Club, where he completed his 

Level 2.  He is currently working towards his 

Level 3 at the Duchy College.

Neil took some time out to indulge his 

other passion of cricket by playing club 

cricket in Western Australia.  He returned to the UK and spent 

some time working as a landscaper before joining the team at 

Trevose Golf & Country Club.

Neil is the club professional at Redruth Cricket Club and has 

represented Cornwall at Minor Counties level.  He also plays golf 

and has a handicap of 10.

Name: Aaron Launchbury

Age: 27
Golf Club: North Foreland 

Golf Club
Position: Assistant 

Greenkeeper
College: Hadlow College

 
Aaron came to greenkeeping 

later in life after a career in 

the print industry and as a 

painter and decorator.  Aaron joined North Foreland 

Golf Club as an apprentice and hasn’t looked back, 

completing his Level 2 in twelve months.

Aaron has been working closely with his Course 

Manager, Dan McGrath MG, on the Operation Pollinator 

project.  He assisted Dan in researching design ideas for 

alternative habitats for pollinating insects.

Name: Christopher Watson

Age: 18
Golf Club: Peterculter Golf Club

Position: Assistant 

Greenkeeper
College: Elmwood College

 
Chris got his passion for 

greenkeeping after spending his 

work experience at the golf club.  

He went back after leaving school, in 2010, to work 

during the summer, before being taken on as a full-time 

apprentice later that year.  Whilst as Elmwood, Chris 

awarded the BIGGA Scottish Level 2 Award.

Chris has recently taken up golf and is slowly 

improving.  His other passions are Scouts and sailing, 

where in 2011 he was on the lead boat of the Tall Ships, 

which left Greenock.

Golf Club: Peterculter Golf Club

He went back after leaving school, in 2010, to work 

	
  

Name: Peter Thompson

Age: 25
Golf Club: Sunningdale Golf Club

Position: Assistant Greenkeeper

College: Oaklands College

 
Peter has been in greenkeeping for fi ve 

years and is currently working towards his 

Level 3 Diploma, at Oaklands College.  

Peter started greenkeeping at Old Fold 

Manor in 2007, but chose to further develop 

his skills at Sunningdale, under Course Manager, 

Murray Long.
Outside of work, Peter holds a season ticket for Manchester 

United and is a very keen cook.  

Had he not followed his current career path he would have 

trained as a chef.

his skills at Sunningdale, under Course Manager, 
	
  

	
  

painter and decorator.  Aaron joined North Foreland 
	
  

Continue to Learn seminar at 
BTME 2012 (left) and Vegas trip 

(above)

The day after I had won the 

Toro Student Greenkeeper of 

the Year award I was sat on the 

train on the way home with a 

big smile on my face. 

I felt a huge sense of achievement 

that all the hard work had paid off 

and that a personal dream had 

come true. It hadn’t dawned on me 

that all the hard work was going to 

be eclipsed by the level of education 

I was about to receive at the Univer-

sity of Massachusetts (Umass).

The next few months passed like 

a blur. In order to obtain my Visa 

there was a never-ending stream of 

form fi lling followed by an interview 

with the US Embassy in London. 

As well as this there was Christ-

mas and New Year to think about 

besides a busy few months working 

on the golf course. 

However, on January 3, I found 

myself sat in Heathrow Airport on 

my own ready to go. I knew partially 

what awaited me, but no one can 

really prepare you for the USA and 

how full on things were going to 

be at university. After 22 hours of 

travelling without any sleep I fi nally 

arrived at the Comfort Inn, which 

would be my home for the next 7 

weeks. I set my alarm for early next 

morning so that I could meet up 

with some fellow students on the 

turf management course before 

going straight to sleep. I wasn’t 

disappointed as I got chatting to 

everyone straight away over coffee 

and doughnuts and managed to get 

a lift to the university. 

The fi rst thing that hit me was 

how big the campus was, it was 

like a small town with its own 

basketball and ice hockey arena, 

bars, restaurants and numerous 

high rise fl ats to accommodate all of 

the students. The place was so big 

it even had its own Power Station!

We were all expecting a nice and 

easy fi rst day but had no such luck. 

After the fi rst hour of orientation we 

went straight into lectures. There 

was so much to cover in a short 

amount of time that every available 

minute was used. There were the 

“core” subjects such as Entomol-

ogy, Disease Pathology, Turf Grass 

Physiology, Turf Grass Manage-

ment, Turf Grass Identification, 

Weed Management, Fertiliser and 

Chemical Calculations, Soil Phys-

ics, Soil Chemistry and Agronomy; 

these were then interspersed with 

other smaller, but no less impor-

tant, lectures on Irrigation, Arbo-

riculture, Staff management, Golf 

Course Design and Architecture. 

There were also some guest lectur-

ers from the world of golf including 

Bill Spence from the Brookline 

Country Club and a USGA agrono-

mist Jim Skorulski.

Of course it wasn’t all work, there 

were plenty of nights when we all 

went out for food and drinks, to 

watch Hockey matches and play 

Ten Pin Bowling. I quite fancied 

my chances at bowling but quickly 

realised that I had no chance, as 

this was one of their many national 

sports. So, I decided to play some of 
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Going to Boston for the weekend 

was a memorable part of the trip. 

Chris Swider, one of the guys on 

  A life 
changing trip

Toro Student of The Year, Matt 

Perks, reveals all about his 

trip to the States, the prize for 

scooping the top accolade in the 

annual BIGGA competition

ABOVE: Matt with the graduates 

outside the Toro offi ces

BELOW: Matt in a snowy Boston

INSET RIGHT: Umass libary, the 

talest in the U.S at 26 fl oors

MAIN RIGHT: View from the top 

of Umass library 

24  GI  JUNE 2012

GI_JUNE_12_cs5_NEW3.indd   24

29/05/2012   15:17

the course, was going home for the 
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trip to watch the local basketball 

team, Minneapolis Timberwolves, 

play Utah Jazz. We had court-side 

seats and at half time we went to 
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“The campus was like a small 

town with its own basketball 
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restaurants. It even had its own 
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The BIGGA National Championship 2012, sponsored 
by Charterhouse and Kubota, will be played at the 
glorious Irvine Golf Club, at Bogside, in Scotland. 
In this 25th year of BIGGA, Irvine GC is 125, so the 
championship in October should be a celebration to 
remember. Jim Cook returned from the trip north 
with splendid photography and words to match

The BIGGA test

The course offers a behemoth 
of a challenge and as it 
has been known to reduce 
professional golfers to 
whimpering wrecks is 
defi nitely not one for the faint 
hearted.

Head Greenkeeper, Derek 
Wilson, said: “The Scottish pro 
Alan Tait brought three young pros 
down to play and they were saying 
‘it’s only six-and-a-half thousand 
yards, it must be easy’ then in the 
clubhouse at the end of the round 
he said ‘tell them what you scored’ 
and one, in tears, admitted he 
hadn’t broken 100!” 

A true links challenge, the course 
sits on sand with fairways divided 
roughly by thick gorse bushes and 
heather which lay in wait for any 
wayward shots. 

“If you hit the ball straight you’ll 
get a good score. Accuracy off the 

tee is a must because if you end up 
in the bushes, you’re in trouble,” 
Derek added.

It was built in 1887 and some of 
the present character of the course 
comes from James Braid’s designs 
in the 1920s. His use of nature as 
a tool is greatly in evidence around 
Irvine GC and part of its individual-
istic charm can be attributed to the 
great Scottish course designer. 

The course has not changed 
much since then and all the 
bunkers still sit in their original 
positions. In the past 25 years, new 
tees have been built at the 2nd, 6th, 
12th, 17th and 18th.

Derek said: “The basic shape of 
the golf course hasn’t altered and 
with some of the lengthy carries we 
have around here, can you imagine 
trying to hit them with hickory golf 
clubs? It’s the same with all of the 
courses down this stretch and you 
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The latest news from around the globe

New BIGGA chairman Tony 
Smith officially took the reins 
from outgoing Andrew Mellon on 
the first afternoon of the Open 
Championships.

Andrew Mellon, who is departing 
to become general manager of 
Hydroturf in Qatar, handed the 
badge to current vice-chairman 
Tony Smith, of Teeside Golf club, 
who has been a member of the 
Board of Management since 2007.

Tony thanked the now 
ex-chairman for his terrific efforts 
during his tenure, adding: “I 
hope to keep the flag flying for the 
Association.”

Andrew said: “The members are 
the strength of the Association. 
The work you do can’t be 
underestimated – without you 
there wouldn’t be any golf courses.

“We’ve got a fantastic, diverse 
and passionate team and wish you 
all the best for the future.”

The Board have formally 
elected Chippenham Golf Club’s 
Chris Sealey, who has been the 
Board Member representative of 
the South West and South Wales 
Region for four years, to be Vice 
Chairman in support of Tony 
Smith. Chris (right) is delighted 
to accept and has the full 
support of his Golf Club who are 
thrilled with his appointment.

Bigga Member hits 
the Headlines in 
Local US Newspaper
International member, Sean Sullivan, golf course 
superintendent at Billings Country Club in Montana, 
north USA, was featured ahead his involvement in the 
BIGGA Open Support Team this July.

The coverage shows the interest that being part of this 
prestigious event can generate, and one of the many 
rewards being a BIGGA member can bring.

Congratulations to Sean for making his local media 
aware of his involvement, and of the contribution from the 
entire BIGGA support team

A full review of the Open, from Royal Lytham & St 
Annes, featuring photographs and quotes from the 
support team, is on pages 32-37.

As reported in last month’s Green-
keeper International, Carnoustie 
Golf Links has made the momen-
tous decision to honour the work 
of John Philp MBE, recently retired 
Links Superintendent, by naming a 
hole in his honour.  

On Friday 29 June the 383 
yard par four 11th hole on the 
Championship Course, host to 
seven Open Championships, was 
officially renamed John Philp.  The 
11th hole was chosen as it is close 
to the Greenkeepers’ Maintenance 
Facility, the nerve centre of John’s 
operation for the past 27 years. 

Carnoustie Golf Links Manage-
ment Committee chairman Gordon 
Wilson said: “I think everybody 
knows how important John has 
been for Carnoustie and bringing 
The Open back here.

“There was a lot of talk about 
hotels, access and improved facili-
ties, but the most important thing 
was the condition of the golf course.

“He is the man who secured that.”
Greenkeepers, caddies, the Golf 

Links Management Committee, 
friends and family joined chairman 
Gordon Wilson to express the great 
depth of appreciation felt for Mr 
Philp and his contribution to golf.

Colin McLeod, golf services man-
ager at Carnoustie Golf Links, said: 
“This is a rare thing in golf and even 
rarer on an Open Championship 
course.

“The last renaming of a hole on 
the course was in 2003, which 
marked 50 years since Ben Hogan 
won The Open Championship at 
Carnoustie.”

BIGGA Chairman, Andrew 
Mellon said, “I am so pleased to see 
Johns lifelong efforts recognised 

with such a significant honour. 
I have met and talked with John 
several times in the last few years, 
and his passion for greenkeeping is 
always apparent. 

“His kindness and willingness to 
share his experience and knowledge 
with you also knows no bounds. I’ve 
been fortunate enough to attend 
several events at Carnoustie and I 
have not seen better turf condition 
anywhere.”

During his speech at the 11th 
hole John thanked many people 
including his mentor and green-
keeping legend Walter Woods 
BEM who was present and the 
late Dalhousie Golf Club captain 
Jock Calder, who played a leading 
role in bringing The Open back to 
Carnoustie.

He also highlighted the role 
played by the links staff. John said: 
“I accept this tremendous honour 
on behalf of everybody on my team, 
because at the end of the day it is 
a team effort, and I am just a team 
leader.

“That is what has made it all pos-
sible, along with the investment of 
the management committee over 
the years.”

He was a spectator during the 
1968 Open at Carnoustie, and 
explained he had no idea where his 
love of golf would lead him. He said: 
“Little did I know when I came here 
in 1968 to the Open Championship 
to watch Gary Player in the final 
round that I would end up here.

“It’s been a great privilege and 
pleasure working at Carnoustie, 
just as I did at St Andrews.

“I have a great many happy mem-
ories from my career and a lot of 
them are from here in Carnoustie.”

A Hole in Honour

As the focus of BIGGA continues 
to be on developing the  
Learning and Development 
pathway for members it has 
moved to strengthen the L&D 
Department.

Stuart Green, formerly of 
Askham Bryan College, has 
joined as L&D Executive.  

He joins long serving L&D 
Manager, Sami Collins and L&D 
Executive, Rachael Duffy.  

Stuart brings a wealth 
of technical greenkeeping 
knowledge alongside his 

valuable experience within the 
greenkeeper education system 
having had more than eight 
years service as a greenkeeper 
including time at Gleneagles and 
Bushey Hall Golf Club.”

“I’m really looking forward to 
working for BIGGA,” says  
Stuart.

“Education is fundamental 
to the professional standing of 
greenkeepers and BIGGA is at 
the forefront of delivering and 
supporting its members. 

“This is where I want to be.”

A Technical Move for BIGGA L&D

11th hole at Carnoustie Golf Links

Change at the top for BIGGA 
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Turf Science 
goes Live!
Turf Science Live, held at De Vere 
Carden Park in Cheshire last 
month (3-4 July 2012), provided a 
practical, hands on, in-sight into 
some of the latest technologies and 
pioneering future developments 
geared to managing sports turf and 
enhancing the playing experience 
for users.  

Organised by Everris, Jacobsen 
and Syngenta, the event focussed 
on exploiting the potential of 
integrating all facets of turf 
management.

Syngenta Turf & Landscape 
Manager, Simon Elsworth, said: 
“Turf Science Live brings together 
three like-minded companies, 
where investment in research 
and development is integral 
to the creation of effective and 
efficient new products, along with 
the knowledge to put them into 
practice.”

104 Course Managers and 
Groundsmen from across the 
country attended the event, 
experiencing seven showcase 
presentations and picking up 2.25 
BIGGA CPD credits in the process:

• Turf Application on Target
• Wetting Agent Technology 

Unravelled
• Where did my Nutrients Go?
• Innovation in NPK
• True Measure of Reliability
• Clip Rate Masterclass
• Integration in Action – an 

integrated turf management 
approach to improve plant health 
and reduce disease

A popular course in Somerset, 
managed by BIGGA member, 
James Williams, has bought 
two new Toro greensmowers to 
help maintain its 18-hole golf 
course. 

After a competitive 
demonstration to James, Oake 
Manor Golf Club in Taunton 
invested in a Greensmaster 
TriFlex Hybrid 3420 
riding greensmower and a 
Greensmaster 1000 pedestrian 
greensmower.

TriFlex is one of Toro’s 

newest innovations, with 
its all-electric cylinder drive 
system – virtually eliminating 
hydraulic leaks – particularly 
appealing to James.

“Our greens are the most 
important thing to us,” he says, 
“so we don’t want to jeopardise 
them by risking hydraulic 
leaks. We felt we could use 
the TriFlex on the greens with 
confidence, making it a better 
investment for us than a 
hydraulic machine.”

And having invested in the 

very latest greens-mowing 
technology, James is 
appreciative of Toro’s 
commitment to building the 
TriFlex from the ground up 
and incorporating customer 
feedback. 

“Toro have built their 
machines with the likes of 
me in mind. They listen to 
feedback from the people who 
are out on the course every day 
and have then created brilliant 
products that are comfortable 
and easy to use.”

But whether he’s using the 
newest model or a popular 
classic like the Greensmaster 
1000 – another new addition 
– it’s the whole-life costs and 
long-term retention of his fleet’s 
value that keeps James coming 
back to Toro. 

“The robustness of a 
Toro is second-to-none,” he 
adds. “Whenever I renew my 
machinery I get demos from the 
top manufacturers, but Toro 
has always been a leader of the 
pack.”

Once around the park and home, James!

Oake Manor Golf Club course manager James Williams, left, and 
deputy course manager Ian Larcombe with their new Toro mowers.

BIGGA is delighted to have once again, 
been invited by the IOG to present a 
series of seminars at SALTEX 2012, from 
The Grandstand, Royal Windsor Race 
Course, on Wednesday 5 September 
2012.
The line- up is as follows...
10.15 am – 11.15 pm: Managing 
Winter Kill, David Cole, Golf Course/
Estate Manager, Loch Lomond Golf 
Club

In the winter of 2009/10 the greens at 
Loch Lomond suffered from devastating 
winter kill.  This session will give an 
insight to the damage that occurred 
and the precautions that were taken in 

2010/11 to prevent similar problems.
11.30 am – 12.30 pm: From Grazing 

to Scottish Open Status in Five Years: 
Chris Haspell, Course Manager at 
Castle Stuart Golf Club

In this session Chris will discuss his 
experiences of building a links golf course 
and it’s grow in.  He will also describe the 
journey towards the Scottish Open 2011, 
the event, the rain and the recovery.

1.00 pm – 2.00 pm: Organic Matter 
– Friend or Foe, Paul Lowe, Technical 
Sales Manager, Symbio

Measuring organic matter levels 
is becoming very popular, almost an 
industry standard procedure.  This 

information can be invaluable to green 
keepers and grounds men. 

However, how do we decipher between 
thatch and organic matter and why 
it is important to do so.  This seminar 
will discuss the various differences 
between problematic thatch and 
beneficial organic matter, the problems 
with working to a figure, the difference 
between drainage and percolation rates 
and how you can turn the thatch to your 
advantage.

BIGGA CPD Credits - 0.5 CPD credits 
are available for each seminar. A CPD 
register will be available at the end of 
each seminar.

BIGGA Announce Seminar Programme for SALTEX 2012

The informative day was topped 
off by an excellent evening of 
hospitality from Everris, Jacobsen 
and Syngenta allowing all 
attendees the opportunity to meet 
and network with their peers and 
key players within the industry.
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long-term retention of his fleet’s 
value that keeps James coming 
back to Toro. 

“The robustness of a 
Toro is second-to-none,” he 
adds. “Whenever I renew my 
machinery I get demos from the 
top manufacturers, but Toro 
has always been a leader of the 
pack.”

Once around the park and home, James!

Oake Manor Golf Club course manager James Williams, left, and 
deputy course manager Ian Larcombe with their new Toro mowers.

BIGGA is delighted to have once again, 
been invited by the IOG to present a 
series of seminars at SALTEX 2012, from 
The Grandstand, Royal Windsor Race 
Course, on Wednesday 5 September 
2012.
The line- up is as follows...
10.15 am – 11.15 pm: Managing 
Winter Kill, David Cole, Golf Course/
Estate Manager, Loch Lomond Golf 
Club

In the winter of 2009/10 the greens at 
Loch Lomond suffered from devastating 
winter kill.  This session will give an 
insight to the damage that occurred 
and the precautions that were taken in 

2010/11 to prevent similar problems.
11.30 am – 12.30 pm: From Grazing 

to Scottish Open Status in Five Years: 
Chris Haspell, Course Manager at 
Castle Stuart Golf Club

In this session Chris will discuss his 
experiences of building a links golf course 
and it’s grow in.  He will also describe the 
journey towards the Scottish Open 2011, 
the event, the rain and the recovery.

1.00 pm – 2.00 pm: Organic Matter 
– Friend or Foe, Paul Lowe, Technical 
Sales Manager, Symbio

Measuring organic matter levels 
is becoming very popular, almost an 
industry standard procedure.  This 

information can be invaluable to green 
keepers and grounds men. 

However, how do we decipher between 
thatch and organic matter and why 
it is important to do so.  This seminar 
will discuss the various differences 
between problematic thatch and 
beneficial organic matter, the problems 
with working to a figure, the difference 
between drainage and percolation rates 
and how you can turn the thatch to your 
advantage.

BIGGA CPD Credits - 0.5 CPD credits 
are available for each seminar. A CPD 
register will be available at the end of 
each seminar.

BIGGA Announce Seminar Programme for SALTEX 2012

The informative day was topped 
off by an excellent evening of 
hospitality from Everris, Jacobsen 
and Syngenta allowing all 
attendees the opportunity to meet 
and network with their peers and 
key players within the industry.
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Faster operation with great quality 
results from the Verti-Drain 
7215 is getting the thumbs-up at 
Felixstowe Ferry Golf Club.

The fifth oldest club in England, 
the 27 hole complex near the major 
port of Felixstowe, Suffolk features 
the 18-hole undulating Martello 
Course, a 6379 yard Par 72 next to 
the sea with stunning views over 
the East Anglian coast and Deben 
River. 

The nine-hole Kingsfleet course 
of 2986 yards Par 35 is available 
for ‘Pay and Play’ visitors, offering 
views across the River Deben and 
marshes and is as challenging as 
the Martello course, having two Par 
5 holes. 

The course is currently being 
returned to its original links 
condition, with firming up the 
greens an important task.

Head Greenkeeper Glen 
Rayfield explains: “We had a 7316 

Verti-Drain for 13 years which was 
an excellent machine, but when it 
came up for renewal I was looking 
for a quicker operation, so the 
7215 is ideal. Depending on the 
size of the tine used, we can save 
2-4 hours on 18 holes.”

He adds that the 1.5m working 
width 7215 can be used with a 
variety of tines from 10-22mm 
diameter, which he rotates 
throughout the year to achieve the 
optimum shattering effect, getting 
air into the turf and creating 
fissures which get water away and 
keep greens in play in the wettest 
of conditions.

“The extra speed makes a big 
difference, but the Verti-Drain 
can still work to 25cm (10in) deep 
and produce a really good quality, 
consistent hole, which other high 
speed machines can’t achieve,” 
he comments. “It is also very 
competitively priced.”

Glen praises the build quality 
of the Verti-Drain, adding that he 
finds parts easily available and the 
machine simple to maintain. 

“I would expect to get at least  
10 years out of this machine  
– we will work it a bit harder  
than the previous Verti-Drain 
which is still going strong and  
has been kept as a back-up,” he 
says.

Felixstowe Ferry Golf Club 
has also enjoyed an excellent 
relationship with local dealer 
Tomlinsons.

 “Adrian Brown and his team 
have been fantastic, so it was an 
obvious choice to have another 
Verti-Drain supplied by them – 
they have always given us good 
support in the event of a problem 
or query. 

“The Verti-Drain is a simple and 
effective machine – it does exactly 
what it says on the tin.”

Glen Gives Verti-Drain 
the Seal of Approval

Two experienced BIGGA 
members in charge at 
contrasting golf courses 
in Essex have invested in 
new John Deere machines 
introduced specifically to 
meet the demand from UK 
greenkeepers for faster, 
more accurate adjustment 
on their walk-behind greens 
mowers.

Arnold Phipps-Jones, BIGGA 
South East Region Board 
Director, and course manager 
at Three Rivers Golf and 
Country Club, bought three of 
John Deere’s new 220E hybrid 
electric mowers for the greens 
on the club’s Kings and Jubilee 
courses, having first seen them 
at the BTME 2012 - The BIGGA 
Turf Management Exhibition.

The Kings is a near 50-year 
old course with push-up soil 
greens, while the Jubilee was 
built just 12 years ago with 
sandy USGA specification 
greens. 

The idea was to switch to 
alternating between ride-on 
2500A triplex mowers and 
hand mowing on all 36 greens.

“A five-minute demo from the 
dealer was all we needed, and 
all the staff can do it very easily 
now.

“The mowers are 
exceptionally precise,” he adds

Arnold handmows once a 
week – it’s nearly always on 
a Friday, as he believes it’s 
important that the greens look 
their best at the weekend. All 
six full-time greenkeepers, 
including Arnold, have to do six 
greens each. It’s ‘job done’ for 
each of them in less than two 
hours.

He says he and his team of 
six full-time plus two part-time 
greenkeepers can cut 15 or 16 
greens on a single tank of fuel.

Just 30 miles away at Colne 
Valley Golf Club, owner Tom 
Smith took delivery this spring 
of three new John Deere 220SL 

walk-behind greens mowers 
(shown above). Tom, BIGGA 
South East Regional Chairman, 
has been a greenkeeper for 
20 years, and before moving 
into ownership worked on the 
course at Merrist Wood College.

Since he bought the 
proprietary club 11 years ago, 
it had been his practice to hand 
cut the greens. 

John Deere’s previous 220C 
models had done the job well for 
the last five, but it was time to 

upgrade and Tom also made his 
choice at BTME 2012.

“The C Series mowers had 
done a great job for us and 
the new SLs give us useful 
refinements,” says Tom. 

“I like the challenge of 
setting up the whole course, 
but the greens are the icing on 
the cake,” he adds. “Nothing 
makes you feel better as a 
greenkeeper than when a player 
compliments you on the state of 
your greens.”

Precision Cutting 
For Greens
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THE OPEN PREVIEW

The Open Championship 

returns to Royal Lytham and 

St. Annes Golf Club this year 

and Head Greenkeeper, Paul 

Smith, provided GI with an 

insight into the preparations 

for the Championship and 

some fascinating background 

information on the historic 

links course

years of loyal service: “Make sure 

you have a life outside work laddie”. 

And that is what we must all strive 

to do. Fewer jobs can be quite as 

demanding but in the same light as 

rewarding.

The Open Preparation

The preparation and condition-

ing of the course for an Open Cham-

pionship is never far from my mind. 

This work is always ongoing. There 

is a sustainable ethos to course 

management and maintenance 

policies, which are set out with the 

intent to deliver consistently good 

standards of play 365 days of the 

year. 
Managing a course in a holistic, 

sustainable way as close to nature 

as possible, has always been a 

challenge for the greenkeeper. Of 

course it does entail the use of 

water, fertiliser and chemicals but 

the art is to utilise these as spar-

ingly as possible to give nature just 

a little helping hand in presenting a 

natural course.
Maintaining a consistently good 

quality course is achievable but 

delivering perfection is not. With 

just a little help from Mother Nature 

and a small amount of man’s inter-

vention we can achieve something 

worthy. 
Royal Lytham and St. Annes 

presents a management and 

maintenance challenge. The 205 

bunkers that we have on the Cham-

pionship course provide not only a 

major challenge to the golfer, but 

also for our team.  

Eighty bunkers have been rebuilt 

during our last phase of the bunker 

programme, in tandem with 

general turf reinstatement work. 

A great effort was made to ensure 

that this work was completed by 

Christmas. However, this winter 

has been a blessing compared to 

the winters of 2009 and 2010. The 

conditions have been conducive to 

completing our winter programme 

schedule, whilst ensuring that we 

have maintained good winter play-

ing conditions.

The Build Up 

January to February: The course 

gets a very early and thorough 

spring clean. Specific activities 

will include aeration, topdressing 

and grooming. This is the period 

when our manpower resources 

also focus on the careful process 

of bunker preparation. During a 

careful bunker-by-bunker review, 

we will specifically ensure that the 

depth and angle of sand is appro-

priate to ensure playability for the 

Championship. The angle of the 

greenside bunkers is set at 65 – 70°, 

fairway bunkers are set at an angle 

of 55 – 60°. We aim to maintain the 

angle of the sand at approximately 

15 – 25°. The sand is sourced locally 

from the beach at St Annes and is 

screened on site to remove the shell 

and pebble content. Sand selection 

and suitability is always a hot topic 

at nearly every club, but in its 126-

year history Lytham has kept to 

using the indigenous fine beach 

sand. 
Our aim is to maintain a relatively 

firm bunker playing conditions that 

remain consistent, especially near 

to the face to reduce the likelihood 

of balls resting close to the bunker 

faces.
March to April: Activities will 

focus on ensuring that all our 

turfing works establish success-

fully, eliminating the development 

of seams, and guarding against 

drought damage. A dedicated 

team assigned to hand watering 

achieves this. This is paramount 

and ensures that our water usage is 

specifically directed to those areas of 

play that need it. Even with modern 

day automatic irrigation systems, 

this is not always achievable. We 

try to keep returfing to a minimum 

during the winter before an Open. 

However with 205 bunkers, which 

require the faces to be replaced on 

a regular basis, inevitably an ele-

ment of turfing work adjacent to the 

bunker perimeters is required. 

The playing surfaces are con-

tinually being refined. In tandem 

with regular sand topdressings, 

light fertiliser applications and 

grooming.
May to June: Early May presents 

another real challenge in present-

ing the course for the Lytham 

Trophy, which is an early season 

leading amateur tournament. 

This year, the course proved a 

formidable challenge even playing 

from forward tees, with little rough. 

Europe’s number one (and the cur-

rent world ranked number seven) 

amateur, Daan Huizing, was the 

outright winner at seven under par, 

with his nearest rival some 11 shots 

back.
By the time we eventually 

reach June and July, most of the 

specific maintenance schedule will 

have been implemented and our 

efforts are then geared towards 

intensifying our cutting activities, 

to ensure that the playing surfaces 

are refined down to tournament 

standards. It all sounds a simple 

and straightforward exercise, but it 

can be anything but if the weather 

turns against you. We have to be 

well versed in strategies in coping 

An Open return

A good ten years have passed 

since my first Open and much 

has and also has not changed. 

We are probably all more 

acutely aware and recognise 

how important our roles are 

in maintaining golf’s green 

future. The Greenkeeper’s 

role is pivotal, the policies we 

implement affect the original 

design characteristics of the 

course, the playing challenge 

it presents and the playing 

strategy adopted by the golfer. 

Our activities affect the ball 

and turf interaction; a soft 

course is a dead course. What 

is particularly significant is 

how our practices enhance 

and protect the ecology of our 

green spaces.
The Open Championship is 

something very special indeed 

and to be a part of this is a great 

privilege. It is a challenge that I 

relish, but one that is not without 

a headache or two or perhaps the 

odd broken nights sleep along the 

way. However, my greatest chal-

lenge of all still remains keeping the 

membership happy. These are the 

challenges and pressures that we 

all share in seeking near perfection 

for that special day on the golfing 

calendar, which are not all that dif-

ferent no matter what course you 

are custodian of. 
It is not until the final putt is 

made and the champion golfer is 

crowned that we can put our feet 

up momentarily before resuming 

normal business. Then we can 

reacquaint ourselves and spend 

some quality time with our family 

and friends. It is not always easy to 

maintain a work life balance being a 

greenkeeper and custodians of our 

precious green spaces. I was once 

given some sound advice by a wise 

old greenkeeper as he approached 

retirement after devoting many 

An Open Return
Last month’s preview of The Open 
Championship at Royal Lytham & St Annes, 
was written by Head Greenkeeper, Paul 
Smith. The splendid photography which 
accompanied it was provided by BIGGA 
Affiliate Member, Alan Birch. 

Unfortunately, due to an error on our 
behalf, Alan was not captioned within the 
piece. GI wishes to apologise to Alan and 
thank him for his contribution, and for the 
many other occasions he supplies BIGGA 
with complimentary photography.

Have you changed 
any of your contact 
details since you last 
gave them to us? If 
so, please get in touch 
with us at BIGGA 
Membership.

Our email address is
membership@bigga.

co.uk
Contact details 

can include your 
email address, phone 
number, change of 
address, change of 
club etc.

Thanks in advance, 
for keeping us up to 
date!

Calling 
all BIGGA 
Members

Celebrations at the Wentworth Club
Chris Kennedy’s 
retirement was 
marked by a glittering 
evening in the 
Wentworth Club’s 
Ballroom attended 
by hundreds of 
colleagues, suppliers, 
members and friends.  

After a number of 
tributes from amongst 
others the Wentworth 
owner, Richard Caring, 

Chris gave a 
moving speech in 
which he thanked 
many people who had 
assisted him along the 
way including some 
of his mentors from 
the greenkeeping 
fraternity.

Pictured from left:  
Chris Kennedy and 
his partner Jill, Rita 
and Jack McMillan, 
Brenda and George 
Brown.




