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is complex with various factors 
at work either on their own or in 
combination. 

Thus weeds like yarrow which 
are difficult to control with herbi-
cides may:

• Be hard to wet and cover with 
spray due to shape and disposition 
shape or surface properties of the 
foliage 

• Present a barrier to herbicide 
penetration due to a wax bloom 
layer, a thick cuticle or hairs on the 
leaves or a combination of such 
surface properties.

• Be inherently resistant to 
herbicide due to aspects of natural 
metabolism like having specific 
enzymes that can detoxify a specific 
herbicide molecule.

• Have acquired resistance to 
specific selective herbicides due to 
their over use and abuse.

Product Labels of some single 
active ingredient herbicides claim 
control of yarrow but only by using 
the highest allowed dosage or 
repeat applications and often both. 

Biggest and best clout is delivered 
by herbicide products containing 
two or more active ingredients, 
usually with completely different 
modes of action, but even these 
can come with some reservation 
over rapid and complete control of 
yarrow. 

Fluroxpyr and florasulam in 
combination are acknowledged 
to achieve comprehensive control 
of weeds in managed turf, includ-
ing those which are traditionally 
regarded as the most difficult 
to control. This combination has 
the benefit of using two ‘modern’ 
actives with completely different 
modes of action. Both disrupt the 
normal growth of broad leaved 
weeds, the former by mimicking 
the effect of auxins and the latter 
by inhibiting synthesis of branched 
chain essential amino acids the 
building blocks of protein. 

Fluroxpyr is taken up by the 
leaves and florasulam by the 
roots also, and together with rapid 

translocation in xylem and phloem 
means they can rapidly reach all 
growing points where their effect is 
felt. In spite of all these attributes 
control of yarrow is only defined as 
moderate in comparison to most 
other turf weeds.

Positive points for yarrow

As with other turf weeds there are 
positive sides to yarrow. Yarrow is 
a valued component of wild flower 
meadows providing a rash of strik-
ing white across the yellowing tall 
grass in late summer and ideal for 
attracting butterflies. 

Some cavity nesting birds like 
starlings use yarrow foliage to line 
their nests and research in this 
respect with nesting tree swallows 
in North America showed that 
yarrow inhibits the growth of avian 
parasites.

The plant has a long history of 
use in herbal medicine including 
the ability to heal wounds.  Indeed 
the Linnean name ‘Achillea’ is after 
’Achilles’ of Greek Mythology fame, 
and the foremost hero of the Trojan 
Wars, who is said to have first used 
yarrow to heal his soldiers’ injuries. 

A whole string of alternative 
common names such as soldier’s 
woundwort, knight’s milefoil, 
staunch weed and thousand-seal 
give credence to these claims. In 
antiquity yarrow was known as 
‘Herbal Militaris’ because it would 
staunch the flow of blood from 
wounds sustained in battle.

In herbal medicine yarrow is 
recommended for fortification 
and decongestion as well as its 
anti-haemorrhagic properties, but 
a specific traditional recommenda-
tion for stemming blood flow and 
relieving toothache following molar 
extraction is of little consolation 
to the greenkeeper suffering the 
‘headache’ of yarrow as a turf weed.  

Or its use as a skin lotion to 
improve complexion and looks 
when this is the last thing yarrow 
does for fine turf.

TOP: Some dairy farmers 
encourage yarrow to produce 
pleasantly flavoured milk and 
yoghurt

ABOVE: Yarrow is a valued 
component of wild flower 
meadows in late summer

LEFT: Clearly severe drought 
conditions but yarrow still 
manages to flower

BELOW: Close up on conditions 
that allow yarrow to take over

BELOW RIGHT: Yarrow is 
usually the last weed left 
standing in drought stricken turf
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Feature potash mining

There are many things in life 
which we just take for granted. 
It may be the fact that the car 
always starts when we turn the 
key, or that the light comes 
on when we flick the switch, 
or that when you put on an 
application of fertiliser it does 
exactly what it says on the tin 
(or bag).

But like most things that have 
become so simple and which we 
barely think about, there is a lot 
more to them than meets the eye.

You know that NPK stands for the 
ratio of nitrogen, phosphorus, and 
potassium contained, but beyond 
that, how much do you know about 
that K element?

Potassium is the common name 
for potash, which comes from deep 
under the earth’s surface and is 
mined in a similar fashion to coal.

One of the main potash mines is 
found on Teesside, at Boulby, near 

Cleveland, which is run by Cleve-
land Potash, and owned by Everris, 
and it ensures a guaranteed supply 
of potash for its range of fertilisers. 
Construction on the mine began 
in 1969, and it began producing 
potash in 1973. 

It is the second deepest mine 
in Europe at 1400 metres and 
produces half of the UK’s annual 
supply of potash. As a by-product 
the mine also produces rock salt, 
an extremely valuable commodity 
in recent years and used across 
the country as a de-icing agent on 
roads in winter conditions.

Everris recently took a small 
party of journalists down the mine 
to demonstrate exactly how this 
most valuable of natural resources 
is harvested.

The mining process is extraor-
dinary. Just to get to work face 
workers need to take a lift, dropping 
nearly a mile underground, before 

getting into a truck and driving six 
miles under the North Sea. 

Of a total staff of 900, including 
contractors, 600 work under-
ground on shifts which ensures 
continuous 24-7 production.

The lift journey, in one of two 
lifts – the larger one can take over 
30 people while the other can take 
around 12 - takes around four 
minutes and the when you arrive 
the immediate reaction is one of 
surprise at the sheer scale of the 
underground operation.

At any one time there are around 
60 vehicles, including Land Rovers 
and even buses capable of trans-
porting up to 12 people, and used 
to ferry face workers and engineers 
- and that is not counting the huge 
sophisticated machinery which is 
used for the actual mining itself.

These are all taken down in the 
same lifts, which are temporarily 
adapted for the non-human cargo.

The atmospheric conditions 
underground are particularly cor-
rosive and electronic equipment, or 
even watches, can’t be used or worn 
as they will not survive on return to 
the surface. 

You are also warned that souve-
nir pieces of potash brought to the 
surface will quickly turn to dust if 
left in regular surface conditions.

With one way systems in opera-
tion wherever possible, a subter-
ranean sign posting system in 
place, as well as tried and tested 
horn blowing procedures when 
approaching corners or junctions, 
the journey to the face can take over 
half an hour with speeds restricted 
to 15mph. 

In effect with 45 minutes to reach 
the face and another 45 minutes to 
get back it reduces the productivity 
of every shift by an hour and a half 
and makes it all the more vital that 
the face workers maximise the time 
they have.

Technology ensures that 2.4 mil-
lion tonnes of potash are mined at 
Boulby each year as well as 0.8 mil-
lion tonnes of the rock salt which is 
mined two days a week.

The combination of potash and 
salt is important because the salt 
seams are much more stable than 
those of the potash and this makes 
negotiating the many seams much 
more manageable.

Indeed a two and a half metre 
high potash seam is so porous it  
will shrink back to nothing in the 

space of little more than a couple 
of years.

Indicators are placed in the roof 
to highlight the rate of compaction, 
while bolts are drilled into the roof 
to provide additional stability.

Walking through narrow seams 
of potash, six miles into the North 
Sea and a mile from the safety of the 
lift shaft, can be an unsettling expe-
rience, especially when creaks and 
groans can be heard coming from 
the roof or walls. However, safety 
is the bedrock of everything and 
accident statistics show Boulby 
to be an extremely save working 
environment. 

Underground everyone wears 
bright orange clothing to ensure 
that they will be easily visible at all 
times.

Off the regular tracks are cave-
like expanses where miners have 
gone in to remove whatever extra 
potash can be safely extracated - 
miners are incentivised to produce 
as many tonnes as possible each 
day.

At any one time up to four 
faces are being mined at one time 
selected from a map, which bears 
a close resemblance to the London 
Underground map. 

At the face itself, a team of around 
six carry out various functions – 
from stabilising the roof with bolts; 
operating the remote controlled but 
massive cutting machines; to driv-
ing the mobile conveyor belts which 
are used to transport the potash 
from the face to the main conveyor 
belts which then carry it back to 
the main shaft for delivery to the 
surface.

As the mine stretches further 
out into the North Sea produc-
tion costs rise and while the 
viability of the mine is dependant 
on the worldwide price of potash 
– too low and the profit margin  
disappears, too high and the 
demand drops - the immediate 
future of Boulby is secure and 
a ready supply of K for those  
NPK Everris fertilisers is  
guaranteed. 

To ensure a ready supply of 
potassium for your fertiliser, as 
Scott MacCallum found out, a group 
of hardy potash miners are toiling 
away 24/7 under the North Sea

Down down, deeper
       and down

The second deepest mine in Europe at 
1400 metres, producing half of the UK’s 
annual supply of potash. As a by-product 
the mine also produces rock salt, an 
extremely valuable commodity in recent 
years and used across the country as a 
de-icing agent on roads in winter
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The club works to a detailed 
management plan, covering scrub, 
grassland, tree and water feature 
management. 

The club is also responsible for 
the conservation of three Sites of 
Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs), 
covering the loch shore, veteran 
trees and lichen rich habitats. 

Waste Management is also dealt 
with very effectively and through 
diligent management planning 
the club recycles 92% of all waste 

generated, including clubhouse 
and on course water, tins, card and 
plastics.

Their aim is to manage the turf 
to the highest quality based on 
proven agronomic techniques, with 
the greatest emphasis placed on 
Integrated Pest Management (IPM). 
Sound cultural practices are key as 
Loch Lomond is located in one of 
the most challenging areas of the 
UK, annually experiencing over 
2,000 mm of annual rainfall, poor 

light levels, high humidity, poor air 
flow and inherent poor soils. 

Effective drainage on the course 
helps to improve playability; being 
able to remove the excess water 
expediently ensures good turfgrass 
health and prevents course closure.

The turfgrass nutrition pro-
gramme for their USGA specifica-
tion greens is based on a “light and 
when required” feeding programme 
using soluble applications. 

Amounts are dependent on 

STRI Golf Environment  
Awards: 2011 Winners

The winners of the 2011 
Golf Environment Awards, 
supported by BIGGA, are 
announced. Richard Stuttard, 
of the STRI, reveals all...

STRI is delighted 
to announce 
the winners of 
the 2011 Golf 
Environment 
Awards. 
The scheme 
is designed to 

highlight the ‘greener side’ of 
UK golf and inspire others in 
the UK and further afield to 
kick start the environmental 
side of their operations.

Overall Achievement Award

The top award this year is pre-
sented to Loch Lomond Golf Club. 
David Cole and his team at Loch 
Lomond have been driving towards 
environmental sustainability for a 
number of years. 

The setting definitely has natural 
beauty, however a great deal of 
work is required to maintain the golf 
course to do justice to its surround-
ings. To win our top award, clubs 

must be achieving exemplary work 
in each of our key performance 
areas: nature conservation, waste 
management, water manage-
ment and turfgrass management,  
and Loch Lomond ticks all these 
boxes. 

Conservation Management 
is largely directed by Deputy 
Course Manager, Darren Mar-
shall, with the full backing of the  
General Manager and the Director 
of Golf. 

2011 Golf Environment Awards 
Sponsors and Media Partners
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how by thinning and working the 
rough a good balance between golf 
and grassland conservation can be 
achieved. Royal Aberdeen has also 
put considerable effort into gorse 
management, which combined 
with the grassland are important 
features through a number of holes.

Welsh Regional Winner  
– Bull Bay Golf Club

Bull Bay Golf Club is a hidden 
gem of a course tucked away on the 
northern coast of Anglesey. Situ-
ated in a breathtaking setting the 
club could be forgiven for relying 
on this aspect alone as the main 
draw of the course, yet Course 
Manager Andy Peel and his team 
have worked hard to maximise the 
visual and strategic potential of the 
course by maintaining high levels 
of biodiversity across the site. Deep 
roughs are presented in a good 
manner and maintained to support 
ground nesting birds and small 
mammals. 

They also provide stunning 
definition across this coastal site. 
Gorse is also well maintained and 
the club are not afraid to leave 
dead wood in-situ for the benefit 
of wildlife. Turfgrass management 
is of the highest order here, with 
Andy, through cultural manage-
ment practices, significantly reduc-
ing thatch levels and developing 
predominantly fescue greens. No 
fungicide has been applied in over 
17 years and the course supports 

quality playing surfaces all year 
round.

Nature Conservation Award  
– The Manchester Golf Club

The team at The Manchester Golf 
Club, headed up by Course Man-
ager, Mark Jones, and his team, and 
assisted by keen environmentalist 
and member, Gordon Yates, have in 
recent years begun extensive man-
agement work across their vast site. 
The course supports large areas of 
woodland with many fairways and 
greens being treelined. 

The team have recognised the 
importance of woodland thinning 
(and restocking) work for the benefit 
of wildlife as well as for the strategic, 
visual and turf health aspect of the 
golf course and have in place a 
management strategy for trees and 
woodland which has already made 
a massive improvement to many 
areas. 

Heather restoration has been 
carried out across several areas of 
the course with great success and 
the purchase this year of a flail col-
lector has allowed grassland man-
agement, heather seed harvesting 
and scrub removal to be carried out 
on an even larger scale. 

Such is the level of interest by 
the team, bumblebee colonies 
have been introduced to the site 
and detailed records of wildlife are 
maintained by Gordon allowing a 
full appreciation of the impact of 
these projects.

Water Management Award  
– Lymm Golf Club

As former winners of our Turf-
grass Management Award, Lymm 
Golf Club are no strangers to good 
environmental practice. This year 
Stuart Yarwood MG and his team 
have been doing great work with 
regards to water management on 
the course. 

Water inputs to the playing sur-
faces have continued to be reduced, 
whilst the standard of surface 
remains high. 

The club has also upgraded its 
existing waste water cleansing 
system within the maintenance 
area to incorporate capacity for 
‘worse case scenario’ diesel spill-
ages. 

Perhaps most commendable in 
this category has been the club’s 

Royal Aberdeen Golf Club

weather conditions, clipping yield, 
tissue analysis, size of green, traffic 
flow and visual health.

A key aspect at Loch Lomond is 
the drive to continue awareness 
among all the greenstaff so that 
potential problems can be identi-
fied quickly and efficiently.

Conservation Greenkeeper of 
the Year – Antony Wainwright, 
Turton Golf Club

Turton Golf Club is set within 
moorland on the southern slopes 
of the Turton Heights, outside 
the town of Bolton, Lancashire. 
The course, extending to over 56 
hectares, has traditionally been 
managed with four greenstaff with 
little thought (initially) to develop-
ing its conservation potential. This 
all changed with the promotion of 
Antony Wainwright to Assistant 

Head Greenkeeper in January 
2011.

Antony has achieved a BSC 
(Hons) in by undertaking a full 
time course at The Bolton Institute. 
This, coupled with his promotion 
and passion for working on the golf 
course, has enabled the adoption of 
new management practices relat-
ing to rough grasslands and other 
‘out of play’ areas on the course that 
are now paying real dividends.

Antony has utilised his broad 
knowledge of ecology to produce 
a very detailed management plan 
for the course, which is providing a 
clear direction to the clubs ecology 
related work as well as highlighting 
clear aims and objectives.

This year, the main areas of work 
include managing the rough grass-
lands to develop corridor habitat 
along the fringes of several holes 
and providing tall rough through 
certain carries. 

Scrub and tree removal has been 
significant in reinstating important 
acid grassland and lowland heath 
habitat. Recognition has also been 
given to retaining and managing 
the dead wood habitat resource 
and to the erection of bat and bird 
boxes. Pond and water feature 
management is also high on the 
ecological management agenda.

Northern Regional Winner  
– Wilmslow Golf Club

Steve Oultram is well known 
for working within golf course 
ecology and conservation, not 
least for his recognised effort and 
desire to improve the ecology of the 
grasslands over the course. Steve 
manages the grasslands through 
an ongoing programme of cutting 

and baling through the wider rough 
and the cutting and scarification of 
the fringing rough. 

The programme is being directed 
through a five-year repeat man-
agement plan. Tree management 
includes the recognition of the 
importance of dead wood and pond 
management and is also a key 
element of the greenstaff’s annual 
workload. 

The club retains an affiliation 
with the ‘Cheshire Butterfly and 
Moth Conservation Trust’ and 
encourages visits and species 
recording. A particular highlight at 
Wilmslow relates to the extensive 
hedge laying work (following staff 
training) that has proven very effec-
tive in restoring good condition to 
several hundred metres of bound-
ary hedge. 

Southern Regional Winner  
– Thorpeness Golf Club

Thorpeness is a very special site 
offering a wide range of habitats 
and providing opportunities for a 
wealth of wildlife. There is a very 
much a team spirit between Course 
Manager, Ian Willett, and his crew 
and this is clearly highlighted by 
the amount and standard of work 
achieved both on the playing sur-
faces and through the ‘out of play’ 
areas of the course. 

In recent months extensive work 
has been undertaken around the 
site to maintain and enhance more 
favourable habitats. Bracken has 
been controlled through ‘bashing’ 
techniques and this is allowing 
gorse and heather to develop in 
greater quantities. 

Elsewhere, areas are being subtly 
‘roped off’ to prevent buggy access 
and allow heather to establish with-
out disturbance. Gorse continues 
to be managed on a rotational cycle 
and the large lake has recently been 
cleared of all invading vegetation 
and is now a superb feature for both 
golfer and wildlife to enjoy. 

Scottish Regional Winner – 
Royal Aberdeen Golf Club

The visit to Royal Aberdeen 
came at the time of the Walker Cup 
and, as could be seen from the TV 
coverage, the course was in superb 
condition. The playing areas were 
outstanding but the highlight was 
the work clearly evident through 
the management of the fringing 
grassland rough and using this to 
delineate and set up each hole was 
impressive. 

Robert Patterson and his team 
have shown how the rough can 
be used to envelope bunkers, and Northern Regional Winner – Wilmslow Golf Club

ABOVE: Thorpeness GC
BELOW: Wilmslow GC
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how by thinning and working the 
rough a good balance between golf 
and grassland conservation can be 
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management, which combined 
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features through a number of holes.
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ment practices, significantly reduc-
ing thatch levels and developing 
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fungicide has been applied in over 
17 years and the course supports 

quality playing surfaces all year 
round.
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achievement of being the first golf 
club to receive funding from the 
Million Ponds Project. 

This scheme, in place to provide 
further habitat for, amongst others, 
great crested newt, common toad 
and water vole, has provided 
financial assistance and guidance 
to allow the club to construct three 
new ponds on the site. 

Although in their infancy, the 
ponds have been constructed to 
a high standard and will quickly 
establish top quality features. The 
level of commitment to securing 
this funding by Stuart and his team 
is highly commendable.

Waste Management Award  - 
New Malton Golf Club

This year’s Waste Management 
Award goes to New Malton Golf 
Club in Hertfordshire. The 230 acre 
site here is managed entirely with 
the environment in mind. Indeed 
some 100 acres is outside golf and 
managed in varying ways to pro-
mote biodiversity. 

The approach by Owner, Paul 
Stevenson, and his team to waste 
management stood out from the 
crowd this year. If you consider 
the best practice order of dealing 
with waste streams as being  1. 
Eliminate, 2. Reduce, 3. Reuse, 4. 
Recycle, 5. Dispose, New Malton 
very much fits into the ‘Eliminate’ 
category, with hardly any waste 
produced at all. On the course, no 

chemicals or inorganic products 
are ever used and in the clubhouse 
large amounts of produce are 
grown on-site. 

The ultimate aim of New Malton 
Golf Club is to be self sufficient and 
by all accounts they are not far off. 
Even the waste that is produced is 
put to good use. At the time of my 
visit to the club, empty plastic kegs 
were being used to construct a raft 
which would be planted with veg-
etation and floated into the clubs 
irrigation reservoir, to create further 
wildlife habitat. A fine example to 
the golf industry.

Turfgrass Management Award 
– Aldeburgh Golf Club

Aldeburgh Golf Club, in Suffolk, 
is a course that delivers on many 
levels. The course supports consid-
erable opportunities for wildlife and 
the habitats present are developed 
and used by the club to great effect 
in terms of the added value they 
bring to a top quality venue. The 
approach by Course Manager, 
Mark Broughton MG, to turfgrass 
management has been of particular 
interest this year. 

Despite a challenging year 
weatherwise, to say the least, Mark 
has maintained playing surfaces 
that really are of the highest order. 

They are delivering fescue-
dominated, firm, fast and true sur-
faces all year round. All the more 
impressive when you consider that 

no fungicides have been applied for 
years and this year only 3kg/ha of 
nitrogen has been required to keep 
the surfaces at this high standard. 

It is clear that Mark and his 
team have developed an incredibly 
sustainable routine of greens man-
agement, incorporating cultural 
methods and close monitoring. 
Even irrigation is kept to an abso-
lute minimum – simply enough to 
keep the plant alive, and Mark is 
informed of the necessity to water 
through the regular use of a mois-
ture probe on all surfaces.

As always, the Golf Environ-
ment Awards could not take place 
without the valued input of our 
sponsors and also the continuing 
support given by BIGGA. A big 
thank-you to all involved.

MAIN ABOVE: – The Manchester 
Golf Club
INSET ABOVE LEFT: Lymm GC
INSET ABOVE RIGHT: New 
Malton GC
BELOW: Aldeburgh GC

To find out more call us on 00800 1214 9451 

•	 	Curative,	preventative	and		
early	eradicant	control

•	 Contact	action	-	rapid	control

•	 Very	reliable	turf	fungicide

•	 Rainfast	in	1	hour

•	 	Approved	for	6	turf	diseases	on		
key	turf	areas

•	 Excellent	‘green-up’	properties

Bayer CropScience Ltd, 230 Cambridge Science Park,
Milton Road, Cambridge CB4 0WB
Tel: 00800 1214 9451 Fax: 01223 226635
www.escience.bayercropscience.co.uk  

ALWAYS READ THE LABEL : USE PESTICIDES SAFELY.
CHIPCO® GREEN contains 255 g/l iprodione. (MAPP 13843) (PCS 02714).
Chipco is a registered trademark of Bayer.
© Bayer Environmental Science 2011.
    

Chipco Green’s unique formulation provides 
exceptionally fast curative and preventative 
control of 6 common turf diseases. 
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Get straight to the

of turf diseases 
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The wind was blowing hard 
and the formidable West 
Lancs course was baring its 
considerable teeth, but one 
man stood firm to clinch the 
2011 BIGGA National Golf 
Championship, sponsored by 
Charterhouse and Kubota.

Jason Hunt, a 29 year-old 
Assistant at Addington Palace Golf 
Club, near Croydon, kept his cool 
and carefully two putted the final 
hole for a single shot victory and the 
biggest win of his golfing career.

“I have won a few Open tourna-
ments but the quality of the field 
here makes this the biggest win I’ve 
had,” explained Jason, for whom it 
was the culmination of a fine year 
which has seen his handicap drop 
from two to scratch.

“These were the toughest condi-
tions I’ve ever faced in a top tourna-
ment and it is one of the hardest 
courses I’ve played. I had to scrap 
for every par,” he revealed.

“I had it in mind that it was 
between our three ball on the 
second day, me, Garry Duncan, 
from Carnoustie, and Kevin Boxall, 
from Guildford. Kevin had a good 
front nine and was in front at that 
stage, but Garry was leading by the 
back nine. I just hung in and on the 
final green I thought I might have 
two for it and that proved correct,” 
said Jason, who is self taught, and 
who has never changed from the left 
hand below right grip he adopted 
when he took up the game. 

The opening round was perhaps 
the difference when, in calmer 
conditions Jason shot a two over 
par 74 to hold the clubhouse lead 
by a single shot from Kevin, and two 
from Garry. It proved to be the dif-
ference when both Jason and Kevin 
shot 79s on the second round and 
Garry, dropping a few shots in the 
closing holes, shot 80 to complete 
the first second and third in the 
main competition.

“I thought West Lancs was a 
fantastic golf course and in superb 
condition. I’m looking forward 
to going to Scotland next year to 
defend my title at Irvine Bogside.” 
said Jason.

“I’d like to thank West Lancs Golf 
Club, BIGGA and our sponsors, 
Charterhouse and Kubota, for 
making it such a wonderful event.”

The handicap competition for the 
BIGGA Challenge Cup produced 
some real fireworks and one has to 
feel a little sorry for Mark Tucker, of 
Saunton Golf Club, who finished 
third, but had the same 151 score 
as Mark Blacknell and Gary Bur-
gess. 

He did lose out though to two 
players who, remarkably, both 
holed 4-irons during their second 
rounds.

Gary’s was the most spectacular 
as it produced that rarest of birds, 
an albatross! The Grange Park 
man, had exactly 200 yards to go 
on the 478 yard 5th hole and his 
4-iron was pinpoint accurate.

“I watched it all the way and 
thought I saw it drop in but you can 
never be sure from that distance,” 
said Gary, a three handicapper, for 
whom, needless to say, it was his 
first ever albatross.

Mark Blacknell, who won the 
BIGGA Challenge Cup, was in a 
purple patch when he arrived at 
West Lancs, having just won his 
Club Championship at Leen Valley, 
but he could not have expected how 
his 36 holes would pan out.

The 5 handicapper shot a 10 over 
par 82 on the first day, without 
making a birdie, but when he set 
out on the windy second round he 
soon made up for it. 

A 6-iron to eight inches on the 

“These were the toughest 
conditions I’ve ever faced in a 
top tournament and it is one of 
the hardest courses I’ve played. 
I had to scrap for every par”

The BIGGA National Championship 2011 
is sponsored by Charterhouse and Kubota

Jason Hunt coped 
with the exacting 
conditions best of all 
to become BIGGA’s 
2011 Champion Golfer

Survival of 
the fittest
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