McCormack. I can’t say it was
a memorable experience, for me
that is, but he played pretty well
but when he hit a bad shot, he
was like a bear with a sore head.

On with other news, people
on the move, Stephen Brown,
Deputy Head with George
Mitchell, at Newmachar GC,
has made the step up to Head
Greenkeeper at Insch GC. Con-
gratulations Stephen, I'm sure
you’ll do a fantastic job. Well
done.

Ross MacRae has taken up
the post that Stephen left behind
and young Denis Grant, from
Huntly, has taken up the post as
an assistant at Newmachar too.
Good luck Denis and I hope you
can cope working with George
and Ross. Good luck to you all.

That’s all for this month. If you
do have any news please contact
me on 07813 889374 or email
me on benpbrookes@yahoo.
co.uk. Happy Greenkeeping

Ben Brookes

A

West

By the time you read this
the sun will be scorching the
surfaces but full growth will be
present and the golfers will be
full of praise for your gallant
efforts over the winter period
emphasising how great it is you
manage to produce excellent
surfaces year in year out.

I hope that is the case, but
sadly things are harder and
harder as budgets are cut each
year and more demands are
put on people to provide good,
fast putting surfaces no matter
what.

Unfortunately times are get-
ting more difficult as courses
lose members and clubs are
unable to budget properly due
to an unpredictable income, I
just hope things improve over
the coming years or we may see
some clubs fold or even change
to Pay and Play.

Sorry to be Mr Doom and
Gloom, but our industry is suf-
fering and I just wanted to state
that we are all in the same boat,
the demands on all people now
are far greater than before in all
industries.

Over the years our job has

changed dramatically with
the advent of new equipment
and the extremely high and
sometimes unreal expectations
of golfers. Gone are the days of
sitting in the sheds on wet days,
Councils and Committee want
their pound of flesh.

What is it they say? The
customer is always right! I hope
most all of you are having a good
season and look forward to your
comments because I'm sure
some people will disagree and I
might even get a few phone calls.

Enough of the banter let’s get
onto the stuffin hand, I attended
the Annual match against the
Secretaries at Glasgow Gailes
on May 3 in which we once again
were victorious, but I have to say
not due to my efforts.

Well done to the rest of the
team and hard lines Secretaries
for producing such a close game,
thanks to Brian Dickson and his
staff at Gailes for producing a
lovely course and the members
of Glasgow Golf Club for allow-
ing us to play there.

Please remember the Scottish
National Tournament at the
Dukes course on June 15 and
enter quickly as they are limited
in numbers.

Kenny Hunter has to be
congratulated on becoming a
grandfather for the first time in
the last month and here was me
thinking you were just a nipper
yourself, I do hope mum and
baby are doing well.

Please remember if you have
any comments or something
you wish to mention then
please contact me on stuart.
taylor@glasgowgolfclub.com or
0141-942-5554 or my mobile is
07790823914.

Finally thanks to Gerry Bruen
and Brian Bolland for your com-
pany the other evening when
you dragged me for a few pints, I
hope you were back home for 12
like good boys.

Stuart Taylor

Northern Region

North East

On April 13 we played the
Annual Spring Comp. at New-
castle Utd GC. This was the

first time we had been there
for many a year, in fact I don’t
seem to remember when we
were last there, however it was
a privilege to play the course and
congratulations have to be in
order for the Head Greenkeeper,
Peter Anderson, and his staff for
the remarkable condition of the
course and, in particular, the
greens considering the winter
we had and the driest spring for
a 100 years.

It wasn't the ideal start to a
busy season ahead,but with
Peter and one of his staff playing
we managed to reach double
figures and I know if we hadn'’t
had about three or four of our
regulars missing, it would have
been a good turnout.

Never mind, we just have
to hope that more people will
turn out for the Autumn. Other
thank yous were to the Steward
on the meal. It was said that it
was the best meal we had for a
long time.

To the sponsors, who once
again did us proud, those being
Greenlay; TSL; Lloyds;,Aitkens;
Shorts; Rigby Taylor and finally
Tony McLure, of TM Amenties.

Now for the leading scores:
Best Gross. Jordan Gibson,
Northumberland GC, 74. Best
Nett. M, Harvey, Wearside GC,
71;

S. R. Pope, Tyneside GC, 72
Nett; S. Riley, Hexham GC, 74

J. S. Richardson, Hexham
GC, 76; J. Storey, Alnmouth
GC, 79;

W. Birks, Newcastle Utd GC,
89; P. Anderson, Newcastle Utd
GC, 90

M. Harvey’s handicap has
been reduced to 18.

Autumn competition is to be
held at Longhirst Hall GC on
September 21. Members will be
notified nearer the date

Sadly I have some bad news.
BIGGA member, Michael
Robson, the mechanic at Slaley
Hall GC, died in April following a
short illness.

Michael was just 60. Our
thoughts go out to his family in
these sad times.

Jimmy Richardson
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Sheffield

Hello all,

Sorry I missed last time, I've
been quite busy and the dead-
line passed before I noticed. I'm
sure you will all forgive me!

I hope all who played at
Sickleholme GC enjoyed the day
and I'm sure the boys at Sickle-
holme will have had the course
in great condition. A full report
from Sickleholme will be in next
month’s edition.

I'd like to say that I've been
inundated with members want-
ing to make the final squad for
our cricket match against Rigby
Taylor but sadly I haven’t. If
anyone is interested in play-
ing please get in touch as the
selectors need at least a couple
of weeks to get the right balance
in the team.

A BBQ and bar will be avail-
able on the day so bring the
family and make a day of it.

We will shortly be asking any
members if they would like to
play in the Annual Sheffield
vs. Northern match for further
details and if anyone is inter-
ested in playing please get in
touch.

Finally, I would like to wel-
come our new Chief Executive,
Jim Croxton.

I'm sure we are all excited at
what changes will be made to
the organisation and how Jim
will move BIGGA forward in the
future.

I hope the summer months
are going well for you all and you
are all getting the praise that you
deserve.

Good luck in June and see
you all in July

Jim Stevens

07738719614

jimmy_jams20@hotmail.com

Northern

Hello everyone hope you are
all well and enjoying this great
start to the new golf season. Who
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would have thought that by the
end of April we would be desper-
ate for a good rain shower. If we
do get one, together with these
silly spring temperatures, we
will be able to watch the grass
grow.

On April 20 we held our
Spring tournament at the KP
Club Pocklington. On behalf of
the Section I would like to thank
the committee and members
of the club for courtesy of the
course, and the bar and catering
staff for a good reception and
great meal. We would also like
to thank Keith and his staff for
presenting us with such a great
course.

These events cannot take
place without sponsorship, so
we would like to thank Sherriff
Amenity for their support. We
had a good turnout on a sunny
day, and it was nice to see a few
new faces.

Prizewinners on the day,
Scratch Trophy. A Baxter, Div
1. 1. A. Slingsby; 2. A. Court; 3.
N. Coultish. Div 2. 1. S. Trows-
dale; 2. F. Stewart; 3. G. Street.
Div 3. 1. R. Smith; 2. N. Booth;
3. K. Christie, Nearest the Pins.
6th D Collins 17th (with local
knowledge) K. Callander. Trade
Prize. 1. T. Arana; 2. I. Collett.

I'would like to thank everyone
for attending, and look forward
to seeing you all at Moortown
GC onJune 22.

That is all for this month so
if you have any news or gossip,
please pass it on to me:

Frank Stewart 72 West Park
Grove, Roundhay, LS8 2DY.
Mob 07947401278. email
frankstewart3@hotmail.co.uk.

Midland Region

Midland

I can only hope that by the
time you read this month’s
notes it has rained. I know that
many of us have the latest and
greatest computerised systems
that can be reprogrammed by
a simple phone call to a service
centre in Belgium and that such
happens in front of your eyes
here in England in real time,
and that it waters greens, tees,
fairways, members (so funny)
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and, of course, us with alarm-
ing regularity. Nothing quite so
pleasant as trying to turn off
(with an ill-fitting plastic key) a
sprinkler that is spewing a verti-
cal jet that is destined for the
moon.

However, many of us have to
cope with antiquated systems
that have the pressure and
coverage of a dog peeing on the
run after pinching a steak from
the butchers. I can only shudder
at the stresses that such brings,
but I'll bet that you have a good
mix of poa and agrostis, and
that your roots go down a mile.
You can have too much of a good
thing you know!

Talking of good things, Gary
“The Hedge” Hanson, who has
served at Stratford on Avon GC
for the last five years has retired
for a well deserved rest and to
travel the world, and he will.
Gary is one of the fittest 64 year
olds I have ever met and stan-
dard of work has been second to
none, not even mine.

All of the boys at Stratford
would like to wish you the very
best and thank you for your
wonderful banter and friend-
ship over too few a year, you
will of course come and see us
unwashed working class, some-
one’s got to finish the crossword
Captain, but don’t forget the
sugar.

The Section’s Spring Educa-
tion Training Day was held by
Sherriff Amenity & Johnsons
Seed where a visit took place
on April 13 to DLF Trifolium
Trial Grounds at Winchcombe,
Gloucestershire. Derek Smith,
from Johnsons, gave a presen-
tation, covering DLF breeding
operations, which everybody
found very interesting.

After a coffee it was on with
the coats to the trial grounds
and an opportunity to see many
of the most popular cultivars
as straights and question the
breeders.

After lunch it was on to
Inkberrow for a tour of the UK’s
largest grass seed mixing plant.
All were amazed at how busy it
was, and how much work goes
in to that 20kg bag of seed we
all buy.

A great day out was had by
all, and our thanks to Derek
Smith and Nigel Tyler, of Sherriff
Amenity, for arranging the day.

The 2010 final of the Scotts
Doubles took place on April 14 at
the impressive Wentworth Club.
The day was re-arranged due to
injury by one of the finalists last

year and was finally contested
by John Ganley and Steve Scott,
from North Warwickshire GC,
and Richard Beecham and Gary
Turner, from Wrekin GC.

After a pulsating final it was
the pair of Richard and Gary
who took home the Scotts Shield
for the first time.

A huge thank you to Lewis
Blois, of Scotts, who entertained
everybody with distinction,
which included lunch in the his-
torical clubhouse before play,
and dinner in a country pub by
the course after play.

Also, a big thank you to Chris
Kennedy, and the Wentworth
Club, for allowing us to try out
the new greens on the West
course for the first time. This
is the most wonderful prize
and good luck to all who have
entered this year.

This month’s kind calendar
sponsor’s are Whitemoss who,
as if you didn’t know, produce
and provide turf dressings, root
zones, sands etc. that can be
tailored to your specifications.
Their web site: www.whitemoss-
eco.co.uk .

Or you can call our old friend
Mike Whitehouse on: 07795 395
669. Right, you've got a couple of
weeks to get your entries into
Gary for the Summer Tourna-
ment which is to be held at the
lovely Golf Club Kenilworth, on
Monday, July 11. Start time
12:30.

Once again let us hope that it
has rained, but not for the golf
course you see, something far
more important, the rivers.

Tight lines, Fisher Mac.

Sean McDade

BB&O

The great British Spring can
be extremely fickle and some-
times hard to predict, even the
latest scientific equipment and
gadgets that are available never
seem to give the result we are all
looking for.

It can blow hot and cold, wet
and windy and often brings
along sudden unpredictable
surprises. Spring this year
with warm spells encouraged
a welcome boost in growth on
our courses, to a rapid change
where high temperatures tested

the irrigation and water sup-
plies early in the season, leaving
a month in May to pondering
what delights the weatherman
will bring for us all in June.

The BB&O carrier pigeon has
reported that the Rigby Taylor
Foursomes event is well under
way and the draw has taken
place with all entrants ready at
the mark, as the carrier pigeon
understands it, this year has
preliminary rounds to play
which will sort out the bowler
hats from the sombreros, with
the final, yet to be decided later
in the year.

Defending champions look
out, Ring Taylor, the new Sec-
retary, has been sharpening his
six gun skills, sorry! Six-iron
skills to compete in this popular
tournament which will be played
all over the three counties.

On August 24, Dave Knight
and crew welcome us to Don-
nington Grove GC on the edges
of Berkshire in the lovely town
of Newbury to host The Summer
Tournament.

This fantastic course with a
challenging layout and beautiful
gardens will test the winner to
qualify for the BIGGA National
Championship. Put it in your
diary before you forget.

A new Ryder Cup style format
will take place in October
between the BB&O. Teams will
be formed to compete between
Oxon, Berks and Bucks bring-
ing ties and linking the three
counties together for what will
be a great new style of play to
unite the section together. Look
forward to it; keep your eyes on
the web site.

If you have any news or views
the section website designer is
eager for photo’s past and pres-
ent or anything relevant on the
golf course you wish to share
with the masses.

Calum Taylor can be con-
tacted on coursemanagerb-
mgo@yahoo.co.uk

Lastly, on a sombre note, it is
with great regret that I have to
report the sudden passing of lan
McMillan. Ian was the Course
Manager at Walton Heath GC,
Surrey. lan was widely known
and respected throughout the
British Isles for his knowledge
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and greenkeeping talents,
reaching the pinnacle of his
profession.

In this, he carried on a family
tradition of fine greenkeeping.
He had a great zest for life and
will be sadly missed.

On behalf of the BB&O, I
extend to his wife and family
our sincere condolences.

Mark Day

South West and
South Wales
Region

South Wales

Hello and thanks for reading.

Without any hesitation a
big thank you must go out to
Ceri Richards who has stepped
down from writing these
articles for the last two and a
halfyears a big thank you from
all of us from the Section and
on a personal note I hope your
golf doesn’t improve too much
as I am quite fond of picking
up the trade prizes at our golf
days!

So with the fixture cards
all out and with you another
thank you mustgoto Alan Able,
of Complete Weed Control,
for their continued support in
sponsoring them.

With Glynhir being the host
for our spring tournament it
is nice for the Section to visit
a new venue and also holding
a new format. The format for
the day is four man Stableford
with best two scores counting.
Wayne Benger, Glynhir’s Head
Greenkeeper, has managed to
pullin some great prizes for the
event which include Heineken
Cup tickets and International
Rugby tickets and lots of other
prizes donated by our sponsors
David Evans (DEAL) and Tex-
tron. So keep a look out in next
month’s Around the Green for
the results.

As you'll be reading this
article I think many of you
within this Region and Section
could cast an eye back over last
October (Rain, Rain more Rain
and...Mr McDowell).

The Celtic Manor is back
in action again nearly seven
months after that man won

the last point so Europe won
the Ryder Cup and many of
us had the hardest but most
rewarding times of our lives.
Jim Mackenzie and his team
have worked extremely hard in
getting playing surfaces back
to their best and the spectator
areas just back to being able
to walk on! Inscapes have pro-
vided Celtic Manor with over
four hectares of turf and Coun-
trywide providing more than
four tonnes of special mix grass
seed to repair the damaged
areas we all saw lastyear all the
staff have had their hands full
during what has been one of
the harshest winters and driest
springs on record.

FACT since February 1 Celtic
Manor accumulatively has had
less rainfall than of any of the
three days it rained during the
Ryder Cup week!

So good luck Jim and your
team and hope you have a
successful SAAB Wales Open
which you guys thoroughly
deserve.

Once again thank you for
reading if anyone has any
ideas, moans, groans laughs
or cries you know who I am,
give me a call on 07876440599
or drop me an email at phol-
mstrom@countrywidefarmers.
co.uk

Thankyou, Peter Holmstrom

r———

South Coast.

Hi all.

As 1 write this we are
approaching our spring tour-
nament at Liphook GC. spon-
sored by Avoncrop in memory
of Colin (Chalkie) White.

An exciting new venue for us
that I hope is well supported,
results will be in next months
issue.

I have just returned from a
nine day Nordic City Cruise
which was excellent, never
thoughtIwould take to cruising
but I am hooked, must be my
age! One or two of our members
commented on taking holidays
during busy times.

Simple, I replied I have a
great team!

We have just got through the
driest April on record coupled
with some of the highest tem-

peratures for years, that, along
with a constant easterly wind,
and the course looks like mid-
summer.

May hasn'’t really started
any better although storms are
forecast at the weekend, we will
see!

The Section is very quiet at
the moment, the committee
met on April 13 to discuss
topics for our Autumn seminar
and possible venues for next
year’s golf. As always if you
have any requests, let someone
on the committee know.

This year’s seminar will be at
Milton Abbey School, another
new venue with a different
approach as there will be walks
and talks on the work that goes
on there. More details will be
published later on.

Some good news from the
Section is thatIan Nobleis back
in greenkeeping, he is the Head
Man at Parley Golf Centre, we
all wish you well Ian. Also Fred
Deamen is back on track, Alton
went into receivership late last
year but the members have
bailed it out and they are again
trading.

Here at Barton we have aer-
ated, over-seeded, top dressed,
fed and watered everything
within the area that the water-
ing system covers. Five tonnes
of outfield fertiliser sits on a
trailer in the shed waiting for
the slightest hint of rain!

My staff are hedging bets on
who will get the dubious plea-
sure of spreading it in damp
windy conditions!

In the mean time its onward
with wetting agent, wetter pel-
lets and keeping well out of the
way of members who want me
to over-water the greens.

Our next event will be Bro-
kenhurst Manor on July 20,
don’t forget it’s our invitation
competition so your guests
must be a member of a golf club
with a valid handicap. This is
Kev’s course so he will be keen
to show it off.

A flier will be sent out
nearer the date but for more
information contact Kev on
glassy2003@hotmail.com In
the mean time happy green-
keeping, see you at the golf
events.

Tony Gadd
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Assistant
Profile

Our monthly look into the life
of an assistant greenkeeper...

Name: Martyn Lumb

Age: 40

Club: Elsham

Position: Assistant Greenkeper
Nickname: Two Bellies

1. How long have you been
greenkeeping? 10 years

2. What was it about the career
that attracted you? Working
outside

3.If you weren’t a greenkeeper
what do you think you’d be?
Gardener

4. Which task do you most

enjoy doing?
Construction (creative)

5. Which task do you least
enjoy doing? Weeding

6. What one thing - other than
a pay rise - would improve the
greenkeepers’ lot?

Regular thanks

7. Hobbies?
Golf and cinema

8. Favourite Band?
Broken Family Band

9. Which team do you support
(football or otherwise)?
Tottenham

10. What is your claim to
fame?

Met Andy Sinton and gave him
five golf balls
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South West

This past month, we held a
classic Section event....it was the
return (apart from last year’s) of
the “SOUTH WEST SECTION
AMAM”.

We had this very special event
at Chipping Sodbury GC which
was again in very fine condition,
a great credit to all of the staff at
Chipping Sodbury. This event is
special to us because it allows
us to bring our friends from
outside the Association, a fine
opportunity to show how profes-
sional BIGGA is!

The event was a great suc-
cess, with more than 40 players,
including some faces that we've
not see recently...great to see
you all and we hope to see you
all again at the next event!

The evening meal was amaz-
ing...buffet style curry and I
promise you, the dessert tray
was incredible, even heaven was
jealous of this one, I had to hit
the gym after a couple of help-
ings, my bad!

To the results, in third place
with 40pts (after countback),
Darren Moxham and his part-
ner Jerry Nash. In second place
with 41pts, Chris Sealy and his
partner Pete Scarander.

The 2011 “South West Sec-
tion AMAM” winner....with
an impressive 44pts, John
Scoones and his partner Robert
Wychard. Well done to all of the
winners.

What a great last couple
of weeks we've just had...the
weather has been at its absolute
best and I somehow manage to
take the three magical days off
that gave me 11 days holiday,
I'm not bragging, not my style to,
but that really was great work on
my part, it really was brilliant!

The beer garden just kept
calling my name, rude not to
reply and sample what they
had to offer....turns out double
vision and a hangover was on
the menu.

On a serious note, I do hope
that you are all enjoying this
incredible weather and that
your courses are tolerating the
conditions.

How many of you enjoyed the
Royal Wedding, I did, this was
one of the days that the beer
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garden was calling my name....

What a great day this was,
sure to go down in the history
books to be one of the most
special occasions in British his-
tory, only to be out done by the
Americans just a couple of days
later?

I hope to see everyone at our
next section event, Thursday,
June 30 at Knowle GC. This
will be our Summer Tourna-
ment and as always the winner
will be invited to the National
Championship. Please be ready
for the invitations to be with you
shortly.

However if you can’t wait until
then, we have a section match at
Long Ashton against the South
West secretaries, on Wednesday,
June 8, contact your Section
Captain, Wayne Vincent.

Please do your best to play in
at least one of these events.

I would like to thank our
patronage partners for all of
their support for 2011, Ecosol,
Irritech Limited, Countrywide,
British Seed House, Headland,
Avoncrop, Martyn Lane Golf
Signs. Your support is very
much appreciated by the whole
Section.

Remember that we also have
our own South West Section
facebook page, proving to be
very useful, only for it to grow
as more of you become involved.
If you are not a member of the
page, it’s time you were, ask for
the link and I'll happily forward
it to you.

See you all very soon,

adam.l.matthews@hotmail.
co.uk

07732503855

Devon and Cornwall

Hello all,

A bit of a quiet time for us, so
not much to report!

We do have our annual
“Devon v Cornwall” match on
Wednesday 15th June at Dart-
mouth G&CC.

Cornwall are on a bit of a run
by winning the last two years
running, so it is Devon’s turn
to be victorious this time! Home
advantage should help rather
than having to travel to the dark-
side!! Can you tell which County
I am from yet?

We look forward to seeing
Terry Farkins and his team at
Dartmouth and I am sure that
the course is going to be in fan-
tastic condition.

The golf will commence at
12.30pm and the course walk
at 2.00pm. this will be followed
by a BBQ on the terrace and a
presentation.

Dress code will be informal
afterwards as long as it con-
forms to the clubs rules, (No
shirt and tie required!)

Invites should have reached
you by now, so if you can contact
me asap to secure a place.

George Pitts

Section Secretary

BIGGA Devon & Cornwall

07929 754401

gpitts.yelverton@gmail.com

South East
Region

Surrey

Many thanks to Gareth
Roberts and Jim Russell for last
month’s entry and their memo-
ries and tribute to lan McMillan.

The result of the Texas
Scramble at Epsom GC on
March 31 was: First. P. Marney,
A. Foulds, J. Cushing and
loudly supported by some other
guy named Dave. Runners Up
were T. Bremer, A. Freeman,
I. Sellers and M. Harvey. The
most important prize, Nearest
the Pin, was won by R. Christie
and the Longest Driver was D.
Nordsworthy.

All prize winner first names
have been withheld to protect
them from begging letters.
Kevin Boxer has now become
our man in charge of golf days
and we were all pleased that
his first event was eggtremely
well attended and eggcellently
organised.

The kind hearted person
who gave Kevin a present of an
undeveloped chicken, still in its
original shell wrapping, as he
was crossing one of the many
roads must be forever grateful
that his car did not stall and per-
sonally receive Kevin’s thanks.

The result of the Mitcham GC
Golf Day will appear in July’s
edition but [ am sure that I will

do well, for my golf is much
improved as can be vouched
for by my Surrey Bowl partner
Paul Weston. Although we lost
very narrowly to our first round
opponents, Messrs Freeman
and Langheim, I can see a bright
and rewarding future for our
new OAP paring.

Please let me know of any
interesting news or special
events or else the next edition
will focus on my forthcoming
cruise to the far reaches of the
Byzantine heritage, Turkish
delights, the Marsaxlokk expe-
rience and the Beauty of the
Bosphorus.

Be warned and Bon Voyage

Brian Willmott

Kent

Sorry but this needs to be a
rather short report this month
as I'm very glad to report thatI've
got loads of work on!

Must say though that since
leaving my old employ I've been
enjoying playing a lot more golf
on a few different courses so
watch out for me on the summer
knockout tournament!

By the time you read this we
would just have played our early
summer event at Knole Park.
Many thanks to Gavin Kyle and
his team for hosting this much
anticipated event for us. For all
those of you who are playing in
our Kent Summer Pairs Knock-
out, Please do your best to get at
least one round in each month
and report the result back to me
or Kev so we can draw the next
round.

Just leaves me to say thanks
again to all my fellow profession-
als out there and see you on a
course real soon.

Best of British

Rob Holland

grassyars@hotmail.com

East Anglia

Here we go yet again then. The
first meeting of the year took



place at Rushmere Golf Club
in early April. The first thing I
will say is that the course wasn’t
good, it was brilliant and I don'’t
care what time of year it was. A
well deserved pat on the back
(no pun intended) was in order
for Pat Swinn and his team.

The trophy hunters were as
follows:

As there were not many single
figures playing, only two prizes
were presented.

0-9Handicap. Peter Howard,
35pts; 2. Michael Buck, 34pts.
10 - 18 Handicap. 1. Richard
Hurn, AKA Nodzy (Don’t ask),
44pts; 2. Ben Pearson, 39pts; 3.
Mark Clements, 35pts. 19 — 28
Handicap. 1. Bob Tawell, 38pts;
2. Steve Freestone, 38pts OCB;
3. Craig Cameron, 34pts.

G & T. 1. Steve Auld, CPT,
39pts’ 2. Jim Starbuck, 36pts;
3. Eddie Jack, 35pts. Nearest
the Pin. 8th. Robert Ransome.
14th. Michael Buck. Longest
Drive. 7th, Alan Elliot. 18th,
Michael Buck.

The Loo Seat was presented
to Bob Tawell for hitting a tree
100yards in front of him and the
ball finishing 20 yards behind
him after sending four people
diving for cover! Bob is also the
Manager of Rushmere.

The prizes were presented by
Mark Bartram the main spon-
sor, and Steve Auld, the Club
Captain.

Other trade members and
loyal supporters were: Aitkens,
John Deere, Symbio, Toro,
Scotts, Ernest Doe, Tacit, Rigby
Taylor and Baileys of Norfolk.

Once again, thank you Rush-
mere for a super day. Last time
I played there, Wally Mann was
Head Greenkeeper. I hope it’'s
not as long till the next time.

We must also thank Ian Wil-
lett for organising our band of
brothers, and Colin Rushbrook
for tirelessly sorting out venues
on our behalf.

Mick Lathrope

Essex

Another quiet month in the
Section.

Sorry to everyone who took
the trouble to enter, for having
to cancel the scheduled Spring
Trophy to be held at Forrester

Park Golf & Country Club, on
May 5. The entries were very
poor when the closing date
arrived, so to be fair to the club
the decision was made to cancel
the event. We suspect the poor
entry could have been due to the
abundance of Bank Holidays at
that time.

We would like to thank For-
rester Park Golf Cluband Course
Manager, Roland Hughes, for
being so understanding and
allowing us to cancel at such a
late stage.

Section Knockout Trophy:
The first round of the Knock-
out must be completed before
Wednesday, June 22, which is
our next golf day at Nazeing Golf
Club. Entry forms are on line or
in the fixture book.

The draw for the next round
will take place on that day!

The following matches are on
the website along with the shots
you get per team.

Home team to arrange the
match. Match 1 - Played at
Colchester Golf Club. Sam
Cook and Craig Serafin vs Andy
Cracknell and Neil Peachey;
Match 2 — Played at Bentley Golf
Club. Stephen Adams and Nick
Thompson vs Richard Hare
and Ben Scrivener; Match 3 —

Played at Three Rivers Golf and
Country Club.Barry Mann and
Sam Anderson vs Mark Stopps
and Mark Keysall; Match 4
— Played at Stoke By Nayland
Golf Club. Liam Springett and
Liam Close vs Ollie Homewood
and Dan Crow; Match 5 - Played
Upminster Golf Club. Dougie
Fernie and Paul O’Kane vs Tom
Smith and Anthony Kirwan;
Match 6 - Played Thorndon
Park Golf Club. Rob George and
Jeff Taylor vs Andy Darnell and
Lee Stephens; Match 7 — Played
Romford Golf Club Ian Wood
and Mark Severn vs Sam Farrow
and Craig Campbell BYES - In
the draw for round 2

Stewart Rogers and Steve
Cousins

If you have anything for inclu-
sion in Greenkeeper Interna-
tional or on the Sections Website
www.essexbigga.co.uk please
contact me on 07764-862.337
or at essexbigga@talktalk.net

Arnold Phipps-Jones

Section
Notes

Please email your notes to

scot 1gga.0°-
by the 5th
of the month

BIGGA Regional Conferences

All forthcoming conferences are as follows...

REGION DATE
South East

South West

& South East 17 November 2011 Oaktree Arena, Highbridge, Somerset

Scotland

6 March 2012

LOCATION

16 November 2011 ' Stock Brook Manor Golf Club, Essex

Carnegie Conference Centre, Dunfermline

CONTACT

Clive Osgood, RA, 01737 819343

Jane Jones, RA, 01454 270850

Peter Boyd, RA, 0141 616 3440
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Membership Benefits Update:
Renew Online

Many members are now taking
advantage of being able to renew
their membership online, through
the BIGGA Website using a secure
online payment facility; this is for
existing members to renew their
individual membership online.
Details and instructions are below,
you will have had to register on the
BIGGA website members area with
your membership number, email
and password in order to proceed.

-
.ﬁ BIGOA - Biline Pagrments

.

1. Step One — make sure your
BIGGA account is activated, if you
have not registered on the new
revised BIGGA website you will
need to do so, type the following
URL into your browser http://
www.bigga.org.uk/login ifyou have
already registered that’s fine, go to
Step Two, if not click on ‘Activate
my account’ button to be taken to
http:/ /www.bigga.org.uk/login/
activate/ where you can activate
your account.

[Note: If your membership has
expired your account may not be
active, contact the Membership
Department.|

2. Step Two — once you have an
active account type the following
URL into your browser http://
renewals.bigga.org.uk to be taken
to a new window where you will be
asked to login to your account, here
you will need to enter your mem-
bership number and password you
created when you activated your
account.

3. Step Three — Once you have

logged in the screen should read
‘BIGGA - Online Payments’ and
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show your name, membership
number and category of member-
ship including the amount that
needs to be paid, [NOTE: if this
is not correct please contact the
BIGGA Membership Department
before continuing]. Enter your bill-
ingaddress then click next step and
follow the on-screen instructions.
Once completed BIGGA will be
advised that a payment has been
made and we can process your
membership accordingly.

Any queries or problems please
contact the BIGGA Membership
Department on 01347 833800
select option 1.

Section and Region Events

Visit the ‘Event’s Section on
BIGGA'’s website to have a look at
what’s on around the UK, www.
bigga.org.uk select EVENTS’ from
across the top row.

Somebody asked me the other
day ifit was possible to be amember
of two Sections, unfortunately, not,
but that’s not to say that if you
would like to attend an event in a
different Section just contact the
Section Secretary and ask, I'm sure
you would be made most welcome.
After all, each Section is about the
same thing, meeting new people,
establishing new friendships and
maintaining old ones, at the same
time as discussing all things green-
keeping and turf.

BIGGA Lending Library

Can't find the book you require
in your local library or College
Resource Centre? Why not check
the our library listings to see if the
BIGGA Lending Library stocks
the title you are looking for? The
lending library is available to ALL
BIGGA members, allowing them
to borrow up to two books for up
six weeks, the only cost is return
postage.

Finally....Help your Associa-
tion grow by discussing the value
of your BIGGA membership with
your friends and colleagues and
encourage them to join. Every time
you recruit a new member, you
strengthen BIGGA.

Contact Details

Tracey Maddison
traceymaddison @bigga.co.uk

Tel: 01347 833800
(option 1 for Membership)

Regional Offices

Scotland &
Northern Ireland
Peter Boyd

Tel: 0141 616 3440
Mobile: 07776 242120
pj.boyd@btinternet.com

Northern & Midland
Peter Larter

Tel: 01476 550115

Mobile: 07866 366966
petelarter972@aol.com

South East

Clive Osgood

Tel: 01737 819343
Mobile: 07841 948410
cliveosgood@yahoo.co.uk

South West & Wales
Jane Jones

Tel: 01454 270850

Mobile: 07841 948110
Jjane@bigga.co.uk

Peter Boyd Peter Larter

Clive Osgood Jane Jones

OTHER
USEFUL
NUMBERS

(Full Members only)

Personal Accident Helpline
02075603013
Greenkeepers Legal
Assistance

0800 177 7891
Greenkeepers Support
Services

0800 174 319

Debt Counselling Helpline
0800 174319

BIGGA welcomes the
following new members

Scotland

Mark Gallagher, West Section
Richard McCombie, North Section
David Nelson, Ayrshire Section

Northern Region

David Bligh, North West Section
James Carr, North West Section
John Evans, North Wales Section
John Grey, North East Section
Mark Teasdale, North West Section
Jon Watson, North East Section

Midland Region

Steven Boittier, Mid Anglia Section
Toby Brearley, Midland Section

Simon Brown, Berks/Bucks & Oxon Section
Michael D’Allesio, Mid Anglia Section
Martin Davenport, Midland Section
Justin Finney, Midland Section

Henry Fletcher, East of England Section
Ben Hall, Midland Section

Christopher Hill, Midland Section
Jarrod Hughes, Midland Section
Graham lves, East of England Section
Christopher Kennedy, North Wales Section
Joe Lamb, Berks/Bucks & Oxon Section
Robert Miller, Mid Anglia Section

lan Pearce, Midland Section

David Salkeld, East Midland Section
Paul Searles, Mid Anglia Section
Duncan Steele, Mid Anglia Section
Colin Stockton, Midland Section

Paul Stone, Mid Anglia Section

Matthew Wright, Mid Anglia Section

South East Region

Darren Abbs, East Anglia Section
Richard Bacon, Surrey Section
Josh Bevan, Sussex Section

Craig Brindley, East Anglia Section
Scott Crombie, London Section
Lee Davies, Surrey Section

Wayne Hood, Sussex Section

Ben Pearson, East Anglia Section
Neil Smith, Surrey Section

South West/South Wales
Region

Matthew Collis, South Coast Section
Julian Covey, South Coast Section

Tim Creed, South Coast Section
Benjamin Cummings, South Coast Section
Paul Fuge, South Coast Section

Alistair Hewat, South West Section

Gary Jenkins, South Coast Section
Micah Knight, South Coast Section
Brendan Lansley, South Coast Section
Paul Michael, South Wales Section

Guy Mitchison, South Coast Section
Michael Morgan, South Wales Section
Ashley Palmer, South West Section
Kristopher Paterson, South West Section
David Rowlands, South Coast Section
Joe Weston, South Coast Section

For more information on
new members log in to
the Members’ Area of the
BIGGA Website.




Date

JUNE 2011

Contact

June 8th South West Section Long Ashton Golf Club | Wayne Vincent at wayne.vincent@cotswoldhills-
golfclub.com or 07958 630590

June 15th Scottish National Golf Dukes Golf Club Peter Boyd at pj.boyd@btinternet.com or telephone
Tournament 0141 616 3440

June 16th North West Section v’s Heaton Moor Golf Club | Chris Sheehan at jsheehan@blueyonder.co.uk or
North Wales Section telephone 07840 706738

June 16th South Wales Section Golf | Neath Golf Club Steve Chappell at Chappell 124@hotmail.co.uk or
Day telephone 07970 980899

June 22nd Northern Section — Moortown Golf Club, Frank Stewart at frankstewart3@hotmail.co.uk or
Presidents Day Leeds telephone 07947 401278

June 22nd Essex Section Summer Nazing Golf Club Dominic Rodgers at dozzasdome@gmail.com or
Trophy Competition telephone 07798 641529

June 29th North West Section Grange Park Golf Club | Chris Sheehan at jsheehan@blueyonder.co.uk or
Summer Tournament telephone 07840 706738

June 29th East Midlands Section Cavendish Golf Club Andrew de Wet at biggaeastmidlands@hotmail.com
Summer Golf Day

June 30th South West Section Knowle Golf Club Adam Matthews at adam.l. matthews@hotmail.
Summer Tournament co.uk or telephone 07732 503855

JULY 2011

July 6th North West Section Cricket | Ashley Cricket Club, Chris Sheehan at jsheehan@blueyonder.co.uk or
Tournament v’s North Altrincham telephone 07840 706738
Wales Section

July 6th South Wales Section Wenvoe Castle Golf Steve Chappell at chappell124@hotmail.co.uk or
Summer Competition Club telephone 07970 980899

July 11th Midland Section Summer | Kenilworth Golf Club Andrew Smith at andysmithace@hotmail.co.uk or
Golf Day telephone 07977 145091

July 12th Essex Captains v’s Romford Golf Club Dominic Rodgers at dozzasdom@gmail.com or
Greenkeepers telephone 07798 641529

July 13th South Coast Section Brockenhurst Golf Club | Chris Bitten at chrisbitten@btinternet.com or
Summer Competition telephone 07796 887633

July 13th East Midlands Section Par | Nailcote Hall Golf Club | Andy de wet at biggaeastmidlands@hotmail.com
3 Championships

July 14th-July 17th | Open Championship Royal St George’s www.opengolf.com/

July 21st Inter Section Golf Match— | Renishaw Park Golf Frank Stewart at frankstewart3@hotmail.co.uk or
Northern v’s Sheffield Club telephone 07947 401278

July 28th East of England Section Stoke Rochford Golf Bruce Hicks at brucehicks 1@gmail.com or
Event Club telephone 07931 714922

- More dates for your diary next month -

A e

JUNE 2011 (€157



L

A Quzck GUIDE TO...

WORKING

Ever considered working

abroad? It’s an exciting prospect
and something which a career

in greenkeeping does present
the opportunity of doing, but
how do you make sure that
you gain the most from the
experience?

Mike O’Keeffe, who runs the

Ohio State University Internship
programme offers some tips...

Knowo Che visa reles and
Zax lawos

« First of all, make sure you know the
visa rules and tax laws for the particular
country you're entering.

Got a crinunal record?

« If you have a criminal/driving/drug
record, forget about applying to go overseas

(7et references

« Get references, good written references,
as that is all you have to market yourself.
If you do give references, include an email
and a mobile telephone number.

Do yoar reSeQrC/7

« Many British people call me and want
to go work in America, and they have
never been here. Do your research on the
economy, the job market and the feasibility
of getting a management job. And when
possible, visit the country first, before
making such a huge commitment.

Set your S IB/IZ‘ S

« It’s easy to get an internship, but not
easy to get a management job in most
countries.

Prepare a eV

« Prepare a CV, ideally a one pager, with
a clean cut photo included with clear cut
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goals in the first paragraph. No one cares
about your O level or Alevels, keep it brief
and to the point. Adding a clear cut photo is
not necessary but it helps a lot. Use proper
English, no text speak, and make sure you
double check your spelling.

In a )‘e/aZ‘/‘onS/’}/p?

« Think carefully if you're in a serious
relationship about leaving your girlfriend.
Many places can only house single guys.

Be # eX/A/ e

+ Management jobs are difficult to get
into but if you're willing to be flexible, many
courses are attracted.

[./,ée /on3 hours?

« Be prepared to work long hours, many
countries do not have the bank holidays
or days off that you're accustomed to in
Britain.

Student ) BacKpacker?

« Be careful if you’re a student, as some
countries now regard you as a ‘Backpacker’
and they treat you like a backpacker. If
you have experience, don’t expect that
experience to be respected. You will be like
grunt labour and given whatever jobis
needed to be done.

Do yoar Zaxes

« Don’t blame the host country, as right
now, hundreds of British and Irish and
other nationalities are flocking to countries
with easy visas. It’s a big money maker
for those countries, as they charge higher
‘emergency taxes’ and many students ‘don’t
bother’ to do their taxes, which is a shame.
Do your taxes and you may get quite a sum
of money back.

éef Ffree assistance

« If you go on a structured programme,
many of these issues can be taken care of.
For example, in America, the Ohio Program
provides free software to help you do your
taxes online, on time and you are advised
on how to prevent overtaxation.

My Details

Mike O’Keeffe, Program Manager
The Ohio State University

Ohio Intern Program

www.ohioprogram.org

Email: okeeffe.1 @osu.edu (remember the two f's)

Skype: turfokeeffe

Tel: 614-688-5653
Mobile: 614-620-7720

Check out the latest video about our Program
hltp://www,youtube.com/theohioprogram
hnp://www.youtube,com/\optun‘grass




CROSSWORD

intheshed

Our monthly puzzle page to keep you

entertained when you’re forced indoors..

Across

1 Cbeebies clown played
by Justin Fletcher (2,6)

5 North American tree and
fruit (6)

10 Inconsiderate driver who
won't let another pass (4,3)
11 Most populous province
of Canada (7)

12 Viscountess who was
the first woman to sit in the
House of Commons (5)

13 ____ D, rock group
featuring Kyle Gass and
Jack Black (9)

14 TItalian sparkling white
wine (4,8)

18 Eighteenth century
Christian hymn (7,5)

21 South American country
with the currency of the
Bolivar (9)

23 Normandy beach
between Utah and Gold on
D-Day (5)

24 Enlarged (7)

25 Sport in which a spider
can be taken for a rest (7)

26 Key again (6)

27 Understood by only a
select few (8)

Down

1/19 The former voice’
of F1 motorsport (6,6)

2 Warm and cosy (6)

3 ‘Great Saint’in Hindu-
ism (9)

4 Band that had a No.1
single with Three Lions’ (9,5)
6 “AsIperchance hereafter
shall think meet, To put
an____ disposition on” -
Hamlet, Act 1, Scene 5 (5)

7 Steals (8)

8 Traditional storage area
for logs (8)

9 Greek mountain, home
of the nine Muses (5,9)

15 IT company founded in
Albuquerque, New Mexico
©)

16 ___ Dali, Spanish
surrealist painter (8)

17 Protective glove,
traditionally thrown in
challenge (8)

19 See 1 down

20 Make-up (6)

22 US Blues rock band
featuring Frank Beard on
drums (1,1,3)

QUICK ‘NINE HOLE’ QUIZ -Seve Ballesteros

1. Where was Seve born?

2. Seve produced a stunning chip
shot on the 72nd hole of the 1976
Open Championship at Royal
Birkdale to secure a tie for second
placewith Jack Nicklaus, but who
won?

3. 1976 also saw his first Tour
win. What was it?

6. In which year was Seve’s last
top 10 finish in a Major?

7. Who was the US Captain at the
97 Ryder Cup at Valderrama?

8. What was Seve’s last main Tour

victory

9. Seve had 10 holes-in-one
throughout his career. True or

false
4. Seve won fewer Ryder Cup
points than Colin Montgomerie.
True or False.
5. Who was Seve’s first ever Ryder
Cup partner?
9 5 3 Cl4
8 6|1 A
C 9 3 2
A 9|C B
A
6 3 C 7 B 8 5
B 8 4 C 5 A9
B
A 516 7
4 2 3 9
2 1|5 4
1|B A C 8
Monster Daily SuDoky: Tue 17-May-2011 hard
3 7151 6
9 3 4
6
4 3 8
5 3
1 4 5
7
7 4 1
6 5 9|7 2
Daily SuDoku: Tue 17-May-2011 hard

All rghte ressrved.

[ Daily Sudoba Lid 2011,

All rights reserved.

fc) Daily Sudolas Lid 2011.

MONSTER
SUDOKU

Fill in the grid so
that every row, every
column and every
4x4 box contains the
numbers 0 to 9 and
the letters A to E.

SUDOKU

Fill in the grid so
that every row, every
column and every 9
box shape contains
the numbers 1 to 9.
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BUYERS’ GUIDE

In the last 26 years, Inturf has developed an
unrivalled reputation for innovation and technical
prowess in the Golf Course market, establishing a
niche in the ‘Custom Growing’ of turf and producing
a turfgrass material that can be matched to any
construction profile.

The company is a founder member of the Turf Growers
Association (TGA), the only independent body overseeing
turfgrass quality and that drives up standards in our
industry. Inturfis Quality Assured and has close affiliations
with BIGGA, IOG, and BALL

It offers a wide variety of different Golf Course turfin
conventional square metre rolls or our Big Roll format for
speed of installation. From Custom Grown Greens turf
and fine leaved Perennial Ryegrass for Tees and Fairways
through to harder wearing and self repairing Tall Fescue and
Smooth Stalked Meadow Grass grades.

Two products carry Waterwise Marques, which include
TerraCottem Soil Conditioner and Rhizomatous Tall Fescue
for areas with the potential to suffer from drought.

Just recently, sales so far this year have been at record
levels across all grades and in all sectors from professional
sports venues in particular Golf to private gardens including
things like bulk supplies of topsoil and bark mulch.

Something NEW, just launched is a CARBON CAPTURE
TUREF, which sequesters more carbon dioxide than normal
turfand that grows at a slower rate. The mixture is made
up of Perennial Ryegrass and Fescues and is grown on
native rich and sandy, free draining soils in Yorkshire and
Lincolnshire.

Inturf can help with an installation project too should this
be necessary. Specialist machines can lay Big Rolls of turf on
to prepared surfaces extremely accurately at a much faster
rate than standard small rolls with fewer joints that will
assist establishment.

For advice or information please call 01759321000 or
email alex@inturf.co.uk or stephen@inturf.co.uk
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BUYERS GUIDE
CATEGORIES

* AERATION

e ALL WEATHER SURFACES

¢ ARTIFICIAL GRASS

* ANTI SLIP

* BUNKER CONSTRUCTION

* CLOTHING/FOOTWEAR

e COMPACT TRACTORS

* CONSTRUCTION

* DRAINAGE

* FINANCE & LEASING

* FLAGS

* HEDGES/TREES

¢ IRRIGATION

¢ IRRIGATION CONSULTANTS

* LAKE CONSTRUCTION
LINERS

* MACHINERY FOR SALE

* MACHINERY WANTED

* RUBBER CRUMB

¢ SOIL FOOD WEB

* TOP DRESSING

* TREE MOVING

* TREE CLEARANCE

* TURF

e USED MACHINERY

¢ VERTIDRAINING HIRE

* WASTE/WASHWATER

AERATION

ADVERTISE HERE
from as little as £250
for a FULL 6 MONTHS,
full colour, please call
Kirstin on 01347 833 832
or email
kirstin@bigga.co.uk

AERATION

Tel: 01449 673783
www.terrainaeration.com
terrainaeration@aol.com

Harrogate®
N

week

EDUCATION

22 - 26 JANUARY 2012

EXHIBITION
24 - 26 JANUARY 2012

www.harrogateweek.org.uk

ALL WEATHER SURFACES

F ) . o .
HHLuxleyw Ciolk
k * |

PREMIER ALL-WEATHER SURFACES FOR GOLF

iy

Huxley Practice Tee at St Andrews Links

Official Supplier




