crete

The Bunker Specialists
* New Build ® Remodelling
e Renovation e Lining

Give us your worst bunkers and
we'll make them your best

Tel: 01773 741100
www.sportcrete.com

CLOTHING / FOOTWEAR

Greenkeeper
Wear

www.gkwear.co.uk

Shop Online

25% Discount for
BIGGA Members - Register Now

FOR FREE CATALOGUE
Phone 01334 653733

COMPACT TRACTORS

ADVERTISE HERE

from as little as £250
for a FULL 6 MONTHS,

full colour, please call
Kirstin on 01347 833 832
or email
kirstin@bigga.co.uk

Photo courtesy of Rudding Park
4 o

rse ‘Signature Island Green'.

=

JOHN GREASLEY LTD

Tel. 0116 2696766

ADVERTISE HERE

from as little as £250
for a FULL 6 MONTHS,

full colour, please call
Kirstin on 01347 833 832
or email
kirstin@bigga.co.uk

MJABBOTT

LIMITED

GOLF COURSE SPECIALISTS
GOLF COURSE CONSTRUCTION
REMODELLING & RENOVATION
GROW IN & MAINTENANCE
SPORTSGROUND CONSTRUCTION

Tel. 01722 716361
www.mjabbott.co.uk

Traditional
drainage and
Lytag banding

of greens and fairways

MNorth Staffs

IRRIGATION

Tel: 01785 812706
E: NSlrrigation@aol.com
www.northstaffsirrigation.co.uk

Meiklem Drainage

Contractors Ltd

Sportsturf Drainage
Specialists
Golf Courses - Sportsfields
Drainage * Construction
* Slitting/Banding
Contact Meiklem Drainage on:
T: 01383 830217
M: 07808 897 300
E: Meiklem@btopenworild.com

SPEEDCUT

CONTRACTORS LTD

SPORTSTURF &
GOLF COURSE
. CONSTRUCTION

. DRAINAGE
. RENOVATION

Oxford 01865 331479

WWW. tcontractors.co.uk

{uncan Ross-

@ Sportsturf Drair alist

DESIGN : INSTALLATION : MAINTENANCE
Pitch Construction : Piped Drainage Systems
Sand Slitting : Blec Vibro Sand Banding
Koro Surfacing : Vertidraining : Topdressing : Overseeding

Appley Bridge, Wigan, Lancashire WN6 9DT
t

01257 255321

e office@duncanrosslanddrainage.co.uk
www.duncanrosslanddrainage.co.uk

BUNKER CONSTRUCTION CONSTRUCTION DRAINAGE DRAINAGE
>

Golf Course Drainage
Survey / Design / Installation / Greens /
Fairways / Bunkers / Complete Courses
Plastic Pipe / Turfdry Drainage System

For fast and friendly Nationwide Service

Contact Melvyn Taylor: 01283 551417
07836 259133 / melvyn@turfdry.com

www.turfdry.com

Philip Dixon Contractors Ltd
Established 1978
Sportsturf Drainage Specialist
Drainage o Construction © Renovation

Slitting o Banding o Maintenance

Tel 01772 877289 (Preston, Lancs)
Email: info@dixondrainage.co.uk
www.dixondrainage.co.uk

MJABBOTT

LIMITED

DRAINAGE SPECIALISTS
DESIGN & INSTALLATION
PRIMARY SYSTEMS
SAND SLITTING
GRAVEL BANDING

Tel.01722 716361

www.mjabbott.co.uk

Visit www.bigga.org.uk

latest chat
from the
greenkeeping
industry

andrew.acorn@mm.st
For all your golf course products and accessories
call Andrew Acorn +44 (0) 7778 162162
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BUYERS’ GUIDE

IRRIGATION
HEDGES / TREES IRRIGATION CONSULTANTS RUBBER CRUMB

The TAS TRIMMER The use of RUBBER CRUMB on

| ledging » Topiary + Ornamental Tre grass as top dressing has been
granted a PATENT in the UK and

Ireland under Number EP0788301BI

TEBBUTT ASSO.
* Hedging, Topiary; Ornamental Trees. ARE THE LICENSEES
* Nationwide planting service. with CROWN Il rubber crumb Turf
* Highest quality plants available. Reinforcement, the licensed product

* Expert horticulturists. Contact Tebbutt Asso.

on 01253 342003 or Fax 01253 346644
e-mail: tebbuttassociates@tiscali.co.uk
DimTRImuUTIGN

www.tebbuttassociates.co.uk
TCR

MJABBOTT

LIMITED

TOP DRESSINGS

IRRIGATION

Supply-Service
Design-Install

Supply and installation of plastic
liners for golf lakes and ponds

LAKE CONSTRUCTION LINERS

IRRIGATION SPECIALISTS Tel: 01206 262676
DESIGN & SUPPLY www.geosynthetic.co.uk
INSTALLATION PAI”&BIRD‘

MAINTENANCE THE INTELLIGENT USE OF WATER™

Tel. 01722 716361

’ S—
We'll seal  EEE= FOR ALL YOUR BULK SUPPLIES
www.mjabbott.co.uk your lake - (GRS NATIONWIDE DELIVERIES

empty or full 01858 464346 / 433003
AR _ Independent Professional www.banksamenity.co.uk
< ¥ Irrigation, Golf Courses, Top 5 facts about ESS."I E
El 8 o Bowling Greens, Sports, « 52 years of proven effectiveness
"LQ 57"  Racecourses, Gardens - designed to be permanent
o

- more cos efectve tha

pvc liners
- can be used on an empty

IRRIGATION or full pond
CONSULTANTS - guaranteed results

ep——— GROUNDSMAN®

WWW.SeepageCOntrOl.COm O
Leaders by Design =

TURF RENOVATION

+ Design/Advice « Servicing
+New Installations  + Service Contracts
« Contracting « System Upgrades
« Supply & Sales - PC Systems

EQUIPMENT

Tel. 01765 602175 or 01765 690598
Fax 01765 603488 “II

B
Email:sales@par4.co.uk ﬂﬁ[

Area Dealer www.pard.co.uk

irritech limited

Independent Irrigation Consultants

Specialists in the design

L and manufacture of...
Specialising in:-

@ Existing system evaluation MACHINERY WANTED
® System design & upgrade

@ Project management TURF SOD CUTTERS

TURF AERATORS

Contact Roger Davey on: | o :
e Invicta Visit us online at:
o . Equipment Ltd www.groundsmanindustries.com
www.irritechlimited.co.uk
We specialise in the purchase of all email: bwarke@groundsmanindustries.com
used groundcare equipment
Visit www.bigga.org.uk We are looking to purchase single

items to large fleets nationwide
latest chat
Contact: Steve Dyne

Tel No:01474 874 120

from the
greenkeeping
industry Mobile: 07815 528 130

Email: invictagroundcare@live.com
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Developers and producers
of specific Golf Course Turf
Our range of products include
- Custom grown Greens turf to match any
construction profile and maintenance
regime, fine leaved Ryegrass Tees turf
and hard wearing grades for pathways.
NEW ‘Carbon Capture Turf’ now available!
All of our grades are available in square
metre rolls or the Big Roll format.
For advice or information please call
01759321000 visit www.inturf.com or email
alex@inturf.co.uk or stephen@inturf.co.uk

20 years of golf turf experience
5 golf grades including high bent
Greens on USGA rootzone, RTF for
stabilisation/drought tolerance,
Wildflower Turf,
and new Low Maintenance turf
Tel: 01904 448675
www.turf.co.uk

VERTIDRAINING HIRE

ADVERTISE HERE
from as little as £250
for a FULL 6 MONTHS,
full colour, please call
Kirstin on 01347 833 832
or email
kirstin@bigga.co.uk

Specialist Growers of
Turf for Golf Courses

Rootzone Turf for Greens
Grown on USGA rootzone,
top-dressed throughout the year,
and mown at 6mm.
Predominantly bent sward

Turf for Tees, Surrounds,
Approaches and Fairways
Various mixtures including
ryegrass/fescue, 100% fescue,
and bent/fescue grown
on sandy loam topsoil.

NEW for 2010/2011
Turf for bunker revetting
and bunker lining.
Tees supplied and laid, with
optional laser grading.

Tel: 01652 678 000
www.tillersturf.co.uk

USED MACHINERY

WASTE/WASHWATER

TREATMENT

GREEINSIVVAN

WATER TREATMENT
GRASSGRABBER G6

* Wash Down Water Recovery System
* Positive Filtration - Non-Biological

* Simple, Low Cost Installation

* Low Running Costs

* 200+ Systems Installed Worldwide

Tel: 0845 603 6441

www.grassgrabber.co.uk
Email:sales.greensman@btconnect.com

USED MACHINERY

Visit the Classified section of the
new BIGGA website for full details
of machinery for sale...

www.bigga.org.uk/classified

Here’s a selection...

Carraro Tigre 3200
Tractor

X show model, like new.
26hp Yanmar engine,
Selectable 2-4wd.

Power steering, 540 &
Ground speed PTO.

3 point linkage, Turf
tyres, folding roll bar.

Forklift For Tractor 3
point, New

Brand New linkage
mounted fork lift. Lift
height 2300cm. 1200Kg
capacity. Hydraulic

top link. Fold up tines.
Category 2. Brand New
& Unused.

Kuhn BKE250
2.5m Flail Mower
Fixed Headstock
NEW

Kubota L4200

1998 Kubota L4200
Used on a Golf Course
4940 Hours

4 wheel drive tractor
Four Cylinder 43 Horse
Power Engine

Low Ground Pressure
Turf tyres worn more but
still good

Serviced regularly

Wiedenmann
Finishing Mower -
£5,990 + VAT

16ft Triplex Finishing
Mower

As New

Trilo SU40 vacuum
unit £2,500

Near new Trilo vacuum
unit. Attached to a rigid
trailor. 11hp honda engine
Excellent condition

Imants Shockwave
1.55mtr - ex demo -
£8950 + VAT

Ex demo Shockwave
1.5mtr . Used for our own
demos / shows.
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Recruitment

Frinton Golf Club

Frinton Golf Club invites applications for the
position of Head Greenkeeper/Course Manager.

The Club comprises two ‘links style’ golf courses - the 18
hole Havers course and the 9 hole Kirby course. The Club is
situated on the Essex coast and is one of the best kept courses
in East Anglia, due in equal measure to the highly motivated
greens staff and the comprehensive and modern greenkeeping
machinery.

The Club seeks someone with the following skills.

» Three years golf course management experience.

¢ Qualified to NVQ 3 or equivalent.

» Spraying certificates PA1, 2 & 6.
Proven supervisory and communication skills.
Understanding of Ecological Management (the course
adjoins Holland Marshes and is itself a SSSi site).
Understanding, maintaining and encouraging growth of fine
grasses.
Computer literate and capable of developing and tightly
controlling a Greens’ budget.

Salary negotiable according to experience and qualifications.
Applications to Chairman of Greens, Frinton Golf Club,
1 The Esplanade, Frinton On Sea, Essex CO13 9EP.

SUNNINGDALE GOLF CLUB
Head Greenkeeper

Sunningdale Golf Club are looking to recruit a Head
Greenkeeper.

» Reporting to Course and Estate Manager

» Minimum of 5 years golf course management experience

+ Qualified to NVQ 3 or equivalent preferred

» Spraying certificates PA1,2 & 6

« Strong supervisor and communication skills

« Salary negotiable according to experience and qualifications

Applicants should be self motivated, committed and hardworking
as well as having the necessary experience and ability to
maintain the amenities of a World Top 50 golf club, host of the
Open Championship International Final Qualifying -Europe.

Please apply in writing or email with full CV to:

Julie Watts, P.A to Secretary, Sunningdale Golf Club,
Ridgemount Road, Sunningdale, Berks, SL5 9RR
email juliew@sunningdalegolfclub.co.uk

Closing date for Applicants 29 July 2011
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Limpsfield Chart Golf Club

Senior Greenkeeper
A vacancy will arise for a Senior Greenkeeper at this 9 hole private members
club, one of the oldest in Surrey. Our current Senior Greenkeeper retires in
March 2012 after 40 years of service
The successful candidate will:
« hold appropriate greenkeeping qualifications and have held the position of
Assistant Greenkeeper for at least five years
« understand the requirements of a heathland course
« be ambitious, hard working and reliable
« be computer literate (for reports etc.)
An attractive competitive remuneration package is on offer and on-site
accommodation could be available for the successful candidate.

Please apply in writing together with an up to date CV and to arrange a course
visit to: The Secretary, Limpsfield Chart Golf Club, Westerham Road, Oxted,

Surrey. RH8 0SL

Closing date for applications Monday 15th August
www.limpsfieldchartgolfclub.co.uk

Head Greenkeepers Position

Shirland Golf Club is a newly formed private members golf club set within
the Derbyshire Countryside. The club is quickly developing with much
investment and a progressive approach to business. We are currently
seeking to appoint a Head Greenkeeper with the following qualities:

- Qualified to NVQ Level 3 or equivalent

- Spraying PA1, PA2 and PA6

- Knowledge of Health and Safety Legislation

- Mechanical knowledge of machinery would be useful
- Strong supervisory and communication skills

- Good budgetary controls

- Applicants must be self motivated and hard working

The successful candidate will report to the General Manager and will be responsible for the

greenkeeping team. Interested parties should forward their CV to the General Manager via

email - office@shirlandgolfclub.co.uk or via post to: Shirland Golf Club, Pit Lane, Lower
Delves, Shirland, Alfreton, Derbyshire DE55 6AU.

Please also include a covering letter with current salary and expected earnings in the role as
detailed above.

# WOODCOTE PARK GOLF CLUB

Applications are invited for the following two vacancies;

COURSE MANAGER

Woodcote Park is a highly regarded private member’s golf club in Surrey and will
celebrate it’s Centenary Year in 2012. At over 6700 yards our 18 hole parkland
course is seen as an excellent test of golf and has a substantial practice area. It has
been selected to host the 2012 County Championships. The Club is looking for a
high calibre Course Manager with a proven track record to drive a team of 7 green
staff to achieve the highest standards.

The successful candidate will be able to demonstrate

« High level of qualifications including level 4 NVQ/HNC or equivalent plus
spraying certificates

« Sound leadership and motivational skills evidenced by experience.

« Experience in the training and development of team members.

« Knowledge and understanding of Health & Safety regulations.

« Ability to develop and maintain costs within an agreed budget.

« Formulate and execute a 5 year plan for course policy and resources.

« Strong communication and IT skills and the ability to interact with club
members.

« The knowledge to maximise the benefits of a new £1/4m irrigation system

« Salary and benefits negotiable depending on qualifications and experience.
Accommodation would be available if required.

ASSISTANT GREENKEEPER

We are seeking to recruit an experienced individual to join our team, who is
looking to forward his or her career. The ideal person should possess the following
personal & professional skills:

Self motivated and enthusiastic

Reliable and capable of working under own initiative

Minimum 3years turf management experience

NVQ 2 or equivalent qualification

PA1, PA2A & PA6

Salary negotiable based on previous experience
Applications for both positions by e-mail only please including CV and covering

letter to; The Secretary, Woodcote Park Golf Club - info@woodcotepgc.com

Closing date 10th July 2011




"__ADVERTISE IN SREENKEE] RNATlONAL FORAMONTH FROM £480+VAT - -
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| VAT FOR A FULL MONTH =~ E
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QUICK ‘9
HOLE’ QUIZ
ANSWERS:

Current Champions

1. Louis Oosthuizen

2. South Africa

3. Asbel Kiprop

4. San Francisco Giants
5. Birmingham City

6. United States

answers E:4

CROSSWORD MONSTER SUDOKO SQUIGGLY SUDOKO
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On the

Soapbox

Stuart Yarwood MG, Course
Cheshire, with the first of a

Manager at Lymm Golf Club in
two-part Soapbox...

Greenkeeping is a tough job! It’s
not like shark wrestling or being a
vegetarian butcher, but it has its
tough moments.

We all know it’s tough at the moment. The
rain has disappeared and gone on holiday,
along with all the money, and were left won-
dering when they’re coming back! And not
so much as a postcard.

It’s not just grim up north anymore!

But we greenkeepers are made of stout
stuff, well get through it! Of course we will
- Stiff upper lip and all that!

But has anyone told the grasses that we
play on or the soils that we work with?

These are the bread and butter aspects
of any greenkeepers day, along with the
myriad of skills we need to possess, from
public relations, to public conveniences
(and the unblocking ofl)

We get through it with hard work, deter-
mination, training, our experience and feel,
a bit of good favour and fortune and team-
work. And teamwork doesn't stop at helping
out our colleagues. It extends right down
from the Chair of the Board right down to
the soils beneath our feet. After all this is the
foundation of what our greenkeeping ‘shop
window’ is based upon.

How we look after our soils is going to have
a direct impact on the grasses we promote
and the playing surfaces we provide. If we
don’t get the correct balance of air, water,
nutrient and organic matter right within our
soils then this directly affects how our soils
perform... and ultimately how our playing
surfaces perform.

But how do our soils perform? How do we
help our soils to help us deliver? Again this
is down to teamwork, and good soil biology
is a very important player.

Our soils can potentially contain an
incredible diversity of micro-organisms
ranging from the tiniest single celled bac-
teria, algae, fungi and protozoa to the more
complex nematodes and micro-arthropods
to the visible earthworms, insects, small
vertebrates and plants. They all have a role
in life.

As these organisms eat, grow, reproduce,
and move through the soil, they have an
important job to do. They help clean up the
soil, aerate the soil, recycle nutrients, and
decompose organic matter.

Others, such as mycorrhizae, act as
personal assistants to grass roots making
nutrient available to the plants, and make
it possible to have clean water, clean air,
healthy plants, and drainage.
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It’s like a city under our feet and there is
always a war raging! There’re predators and
there’s dinner. Some things eat, and some-
things get eaten, fungi prey on pathogens,
limiting disease attacks, good nematodes
predate on grass damaging root feeders
and if the soil food web is bang on, then its
healthy soil, healthy turf, and making our
life easier as greenkeepers.

So why do we as greenkeepers employ
practices that upset this balance? It just
doesn’t make sense.

We need to look after them and give them
something to do. They need to breathe, eat,
breed, grow and be entertained.

Some of us limit our aeration to the winter
months when it’s least effective and more
convenient. Our soils need oxygen all year,
so it is important to maintain aeration year
round, all the time considering the golfer,
the playing surface and ultimately our soils.

We need to aerate at the right times, right
frequency and right depths, otherwise it
becomes difficult to breathe down there,
turns into a bad neighbourhood and folks
move out. Not great.

It also may not be convenient for the golfer
or the committee when we present our aera-
tion schedules.

The club may not want ANY
disruption in these strict economic
times, and we are all desperate for
perfect putting surfaces to get the
new members coming through
the door or just to retain the ever
increasing nomadic golfer.

So we don’t do the disruptive
aeration and the flak goes away?

Possibly? Or, we just look at boosting
our soil ecosystems with compost teas and
expect this applied life to thrive.

The idea being, while the old biology dies
off clutching their throats, turning blue and
drowning, we send in a fresh batch of lambs
to the slaughter! Perfect

And while we try to keep those alive, with
sugary carbohydrate supplements, all the
time we use salt based, inorganic fertilisers.
Salt was used back in the Roman times
to sterilise enemies soils so they’re crops
would die and starve them out, it’s exactly
what we are doing to our soil ecology.

If we are trying to encourage good soil
ecology, and I fully agree with the benefits
of all a compost tea contains, I don’t believe
one can force it into a soil, if that soil isn’t
supporting it already. The biology needs a
healthy environment and we need to create
it as greenkeepers, for it to flourish.

If we continue to use inorganic fertilis-
ers, then we only serve to grow the plant,
adding nothing to the soil. Surely we create
an Easter egg scenario, where we have
undermined the goodness from within
the soil, keeping the top looking great, but
hollow on the inside. If not managed cor-
rectly, it collapses, (through mechanical or
environmental stresses) leaving a nitrate
and bacterial rich environment only fit for
the very grass we as good greenkeepers are
trying to discourage, Poa Annua.

So the result of this poa dominant bacte-
rial rich environment? The plant continues
to grow, giving nothing back to the soil,
resulting in more yield, slower greens so we
mow tighter, apply a Programmed Growth
Regulator, mixed with more urea based
fertilisers, and a fungicide here and there to
offset any disease attacks.

All good, but all chemicals all the same.

And do we really know their effects below
the surface as well as we know these chemi-
cals affect our balance sheets?

Tight times and we are in a profession
that survives from within a bottle. Expen-
sive, but it can save a lot of hard work and
is convenient. But for how long and at what
price?

Convenience — but

who are we kidding?

Stuart Yarwood MG i
Club in Cheshire

Stuard Yarcoood MG

's Course Manager at Lymm Golf

The views expressed within On The Soapbox are not
ily those of Gr International
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WEST COUNTRY
STEEL BUILDINGS

DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL AGRICULTURAL HORTICULTURAL

H I G H Q UA L ITY West Country Steel Buildings is an authorised
distributor of Capital Steel Buildings, the leading
producer of cold rolled steel buildings in the UK

ST E E L B U I L DI N G S and Ireland. Working together means that we

are able to provide the very best, cost effective
buildings designed specifically to suit your needs.

D ES | G N E D AN D We offer a fantastic service and clever design

solutions and over the past forty years we have

C O N ST R U CT E D TO built up a fantastic reputation of excellence and

professionalism with a fine personal touch.

YO U R S P EC | Fl CAT' O N S Our expert team have a wealth of experience

in both the design and construction processes

WWWWESTCOU NTRYBU'LD'NGSCOM and this comes with a proven track record.

01633 782 684
07980 818 364



