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Gordon Brown officially opened the new purpose built 
premises of Meiklem Drainage Ltd, in Kelty, Fife, in his 
constituency while he was still Prime Minister last year..

John Meiklem Drainage Contractors Limited was formed 
in 1982 recognised widely now as Meiklem Drainage and 
Groundworks, one of the leading names in the field of drain-
age, site preparation, groundworks and hardlandscaping with 
a proven track record stretching back over twenty-five years.

The Company has carried out the groundworks for St 
Elizabeth’s, Glenlee and St Cuthbert’s Primary Schools in 
the Hamilton area. Recently groundworks packages have 
been completed at various prisons, namely Castle Huntley, 
Cornton Vale, Saughton, Polmont and currently Perth.

Meiklem has also recently installed the drainage at the 
Kingsbarns and Castle Golf Courses, St Andrews, Nairn 
Dunbar, Duff House Royal GC in Banff and more recently 
the drainage for the G West Golf Course at Blackford, near 
Gleneagles.

The Company employs over 40 people with many staff 
having over 15 years service and seven with over 25 years 
service to the Company. 

The Company carries its own plant fleet consisting of 
tracked and wheeled excavators, JCB 3c type machine, 
dumpers, rollers, sports field equipment and various small 
plant. We are members of CECA, CITB, Constructionline, 
SPOA and the Land Drainage Association.

The Company is trackside sponsors of Kelty Hearts and 
Dunfermline Athletic Football Club and hold a ‘Corporate Box’ 
at East End Park.

Drainage is near the top of most sports clubs list of expected 
expenditure and Meiklem is always prepared to offer advice on 
all projects.

t: 01383 830217  f: 01383 831771  
e: Meiklem@btopenworld.com 
w: www.meiklem.com

Meiklem Drainage ltd 

New horizons for maintaining your environment

SureTread
Anti Slip Solutions!

T  01604 764800

• Ideal for steps / bridges and walkways
• Slip resistant –reduces slips and falls
• Easy to fit / no maintenance
• Effective in wet and oily conditions
• Helps to comply with H & S issues

 T   01604 764800   E  info@f-fare.com

PREMIER ALL-WEATHER SURFACES FOR GOLF

Top quality practice tees, golf course tees, putting 
& pitching greens, pathways, patios, cart tracks 
and lawns professionally designed and installed.

Huxley Practice Tee at St Andrews Links

Tel: 01962 733222
 sales@huxleygolf.co.uk

www.huxleygolf.com

Construction  Remodelling
Water Features

Tel: 01604 468908
Fax: 01604 474853
www.deltagolf2000.co.uk

180 Ruskin Road, Kingsthorpe,
Northampton NN2 7TA

SPEEDCUT
CONTRACTORS LTD

SPORTSTURF
Construction 

Drainage 
Renovation

Sandslitting
Contact: Kevin Smith

OXFORD 01865 331479

Traditional
drainage and

Lytag banding
of greens and fairways

Tel: 01785 812706
E: NSIrrigation@aol.com

www.northstaffsirrigation.co.uk

Golf Course Drainage
Specialist

For fast and friendly UK 
service call:

Melvyn Taylor
on 01283 551417
or 07836 259133

www.turfdry.com

Golf Course Drainage 
Survey / Design / Installation / Greens / 
Fairways / Bunkers / Complete Courses
Plastic Pipe / Turfdry Drainage System

For fast and friendly Nationwide Service

Contact Melvyn Taylor: 01283 551417
07836 259133 / melvyn@turfdry.com

www.turfdry.com

DraInaGe

Tel 01772 877289 (Preston, Lancs) 
Email: info@dixondrainage.co.uk 

www.dixondrainage.co.uk

Established 1978
Sportsturf Drainage Specialist

Slitting • Banding • Maintenance

Drainage • Construction • Renovation

Philip Dixon Contractors Ltd

DraInaGe

Scotland Based

Meiklem Drainage 
Contractors Ltd

Sportsturf Drainage  
Specialists

Golf Courses - Sportsfields
Drainage  * Construction  

* Slitting/Banding
Contact Meiklem Drainage on: 

T: 01383 830217
M: 07808 897 300

E: Meiklem@btopenworld.com

ConStruCtIon

• AERATION
• AGRONOMY
•  ALL WEATHER SURFACES
• BRIDGES
• BUNKER CONSTRUCTION
•  CLOTHING/FOOTWEAR
• CONSTRUCTION
• DE SILTING
• DRAINAGE
• GRINDERS
• IRRIGATION
•  IRRIGATION CONSULTANTS
•  LAKE CONSTRUCTION 

lInerS
• MACHINERY FOR SALE
• PLANT
• PUMPS
• RUBBER CRUMB
• SLEEPERS
• SOIL FOOD WEB
• TOP DRESSING
• TREE MOVING
• TREE CLEARANCE
• TURF
• VERTIDRAINING HIRE
•  WASTE/WASHWATER 

treatMent
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KEITH DRIVER
(SPORTSTURF CONTRACTOR)

124 Warren Road, Woodingdean, Brighton BN2 6DB

(WITH NO SURFACE DISTURBANCE)

Tel:01273 679994  Mobile:07958 532008

HYDROJECT
AERATION AND CHEMICAL
INJECTION SERVICE

all WeatHer SurFaCeS

antI-SlIp

CLOTHING / FOOTWEARartIFICIal GraSS

aeratIon

If it’s drainage, it has to be Duncan Ross!

DESIGN : INSTALLATION : MAINTENANCE
Pitch Construction : Piped Drainage Systems : Sand Slitting

Blec Vibro Sand Banding : Koro Surfacing : Vertidraining : Topdressing : Overseeding

Appley Bridge, Wigan, Lancashire WN6 9DT
t 01257 255321 f 01257 255327 e office@duncanrosslanddrainage.co.uk

www.duncanrosslanddrainage.co.uk

Pitch Construction : Piped Drainage Systems
Sand Slitting : Blec Vibro Sand Banding

Koro Surfacing : Vertidraining : Topdressing : Overseeding

If it’s drainage, it has to be Duncan Ross!

Appley Bridge, Wigan, Lancashire WN6 9DT
t 01257 255321 

e office@duncanrosslanddrainage.co.uk
www.duncanrosslanddrainage.co.uk

www.gkwear.co.uk

Greenkeeper
Wear

FOR FREE CATALOGUE
Phone 01334 653733

Shop Online
25% Discount for

BIGGA Members - Register Now
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Golf Course Construction
Remodelling & Alterations 

Water Engineering
info@lakelandearthworks.com
www.lakelandearthworks.com

01400 251605
07900693705

Tel. 01722 716361
www.mjabbott.co.uk

GOLF COURSE & SPORTSGROUND
CONSTRUCTION

RENOVATION & MAINTENANCE

IRRIGATION SYSTEMS

LAND DRAINAGE SCHEMES

WATER MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS

Photo courtesy of Rudding Park
Repton Short Course ‘Signature Island Green’.

Call us on 0044 (0) 870 8720081
www.ttirrigation.co.uk

TOPTURF IRRIGATION 
IS THE LEADING DEALER
INSTALLER & SERVICING AGENT 
FOR OTTERBINE BAREBO 
AERATION EQUIPMENT 
2006, 2007 & 2008

bunker ConStruCtIon

The Bunker Specialists
• New Build • Remodelling

• Renovation • Lining
Give us your worst bunkers and

we’ll make them your best

Tel: 01773 741100
www.sportcrete.com

To advertise within 
Greenkeeper International 

please contact Kirstin on 
01347 833 832

or email 
kirstin@bigga.co.uk 
 Advertising rates:

1/4 page - £570
1/2 page_ £790

Full page - £1500
AGRONOMY

Visit www.bigga.org.uk
and check out the
latest chat 
from the
greenkeeping
industry 

aeratIon

FInanCe & leaSInG

 *New and used equipment*
 Call today for a quote

01620 890200
Golf Finance Ltd 
4 Church Road 
North Berwick 

EH39 5NP
All finance subject to status licensed credit bokers

Written detail on request.

2010 Machinery Finance
No Deposit

Payments from April 2010

Advertise here
from as little as £250  

for a FULL 6 MONTHS,  
full colour, please call 

Kirstin on 01347 833 832 
or email 

kirstin@bigga.co.uk

AGRONOMY

Visit www.bigga.org.uk
and check out the
latest chat 
from the
greenkeeping
industry 
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The TAS TRIMMER
SPRINKLER HEAD MAINTENANCE

AND SAFETY MADE EASY
from £23 +VAT

All popular 
sprinkler, 
valve box 
& marker 

sizes www.jsmd.co.uk
tel. 0845 026 0064

Design & installation of irrigation 
systems for all sportsturf & 

landscaping projects.

Phone: 01427 874200
Fax: 01427 875333

Specialising in:-
● Existing system evaluation 
● System design & upgrade
● Project management

Contact Roger Davey on:

01823 690216
www.irritechlimited.co.uk

Independent Irrigation Consultants

irritech limited

IrrIGatIon 
ConSultantS

IrrIGatIon

Call Lely: 01480 226848 or 
email: irrigation.uk@lely.com

www.toro.comwww.toro.com

Call Lely: 01480 226848 or 
email: irrigation.uk@lely.com

IrrigationIrrigation

LIQUID ASSET
MANAGEMENT
LIQUID ASSET
MANAGEMENT

The use of RUBBER CRUMB on
grass as top dressing has been

granted a PATENT in the UK and
Ireland under Number EP0788301BI

TEBBUTT ASSO.
ARE THE LICENSEES
with CROWN III rubber crumb Turf
Reinforcement, the licensed product

Contact Tebbutt Asso.
on 01253 342003 or Fax 01253 346644
e-mail: tebbuttassociates@tiscali.co.uk

www.tebbuttassociates.co.uk

rubber CruMblake ConStruCtIon lInerS

MaCHInery For Sale

MaCHInery WanteD

Comprehensive advice 
regarding design and 
construction of water areas

Tel: 01206 262676  
www.geosynthetic.co.uk

FOR ALL YOUR BULK SUPPLIES
NATIONWIDE DELIVERIES
01858 464346 / 433003

www.banksamenity.co.uk

Specialist Growers of 
Turf for Golf Courses

Rootzone Turf for Greens
Grown on USGA rootzone, 

top-dressed throughout the year, 
and mown at 6mm. 

Predominantly bent sward

Turf for Tees, Surrounds, 
Approaches and Fairways

Various mixtures including 
ryegrass/fescue, 100% fescue, 

and bent/fescue grown 
on sandy loam topsoil.

NEW for 2007
RTF turf for pathways 

and bunker banks.
Tees supplied and laid, with 

optional precision laser grading.

Tel: 01652 678 000
www.tillersturf.co.uk

NEW for 2010
Turf for bunker revetting  

and bunker lining.
Tees supplied and laid, with 

optional laser grading.

vertIDraInInG HIre

WASTE/WASHWATER 
treatMent

Hydrotech Solutions
• Golf Machinery Wash Water Treatment
• Positive Filtration – Non-Biological
• 200 + Systems Installed Worldwide
• Simple, Low Cost Installation
• Low Running Costs

Tel: 01925 758099
Fax: 01925 757519

www.grassgrabber.com
Email: info@hydrotechsolutionsltd.co.uk

turF

top DreSSInGS

AGRONOMY

Visit www.bigga.org.uk
and check out the
latest chat 
from the
greenkeeping
industry 

Look at the latest... 
Second Hand Machinery 

...for sale
www.bigga.org.uk/classifieds

■Use one of the oldest
products known to man
to treat black layer

■Prevent thatch build up

■ Improve drainage 
and rootzone

■Totally organic product

■ Large stock levels 
of all grades

■Delivery anywhere in
mainland UK within 
3-4 days

Shirley Aldred & Co. Ltd
Suppliers of high quality 

granular charcoal for over 200 years

Tel: 01433 620003
Fax: 01433 620388

HealtH & SaFety

Advertise here
from as little as £250  

for a FULL 6 MONTHS,  
full colour, please call 

Kirstin on 01347 833 832 
or email 

kirstin@bigga.co.uk

Advertise here
from as little as £250  

for a FULL 6 MONTHS,  
full colour, please call 

Kirstin on 01347 833 832 
or email 

kirstin@bigga.co.uk

Please call 0870 8720081
www.ttirrigation.co.uk

LEADING THE WAY IN IRRIGATION
• DESIGN
• INSTALLATION
• SERVICING

FOR GOLF COURSES, STADIA,
RACECOURSES, BOWLING GREENS,
PRIVATE GARDENS & LAKES.

IrrIGatIon

Supply-Service
Design-Install

01829 731391
www.tcrirrigation.co.uk

We’ll seal
your lake –
empty or full
Top 5 facts about ESS-13
• 52 years of proven effectiveness
• designed to be permanent
• more cost effective than 

pvc liners
• can be used on an empty 

or full pond
• guaranteed results

Tel: 01773 741100
www.seepagecontrol.com

20 years of golf turf experience 
5 golf grades including high bent 
Greens on USGA rootzone, RTF for 

stabilisation/drought tolerance, 
Wildflower Turf,

and new Low Maintenance turf

Tel: 01904 448675
www.turf.co.uk

Advertise here
from as little as £250  

for a FULL 6 MONTHS,  
full colour, please call 

Kirstin on 01347 833 832 
or email 

kirstin@bigga.co.uk

Look at the latest... 
Second Hand Machinery 

...for sale
www.bigga.org.uk/classifieds

Invicta Groundcare
Equipment Ltd
We specialise in the purchase of all 

used groundcare equipment

 We are looking to purchase single 
items to large fleets nationwide

Contact: Steve Dyne
Tel No: 01474 874 120   
Mobile: 07815 528 130
Email: invictagroundcare@live.com

Invicta4x1.indd   1 7/5/10   15:29:46

AGRONOMY

Visit www.bigga.org.uk
and check out the
latest chat 
from the
greenkeeping
industry 

uSeD MaCHInery

Carraro Tigre 3200 
Tractor
X show model, like new.
26hp Yanmar engine, 
Selectable 2-4wd.
Power steering, 540 & 
Ground speed PTO.
3 point linkage, Turf 
tyres, folding roll bar.

Forklift For Tractor 3 
point, new
Brand New linkage 
mounted fork lift. Lift 
height 2300cm. 1200Kg 
capacity. Hydraulic 
top link. Fold up tines. 
Category 2. Brand New 
& Unused.

Kuhn BKE250
2.5m Flail Mower
Fixed Headstock
NEW

Kubota l4200
1998 Kubota L4200 
Used on a Golf Course
4940 Hours

4 wheel drive tractor
Four Cylinder 43 Horse 
Power Engine
Low Ground Pressure 
Turf tyres worn more but 
still good 
Serviced regularly 

wiedenmann  
Finishing Mower - 
£5,990 + vaT
16ft Triplex Finishing 
Mower
As New

Trilo SU40 vacuum 
unit £2,500

Near new Trilo vacuum 
unit. Attached to a rigid 
trailor. 11hp honda engine
Excellent condition

Imants Shockwave 
1.55mtr - ex demo - 
£8950 + vaT
Ex demo Shockwave 
1.5mtr . Used for our own 
demos / shows.

Visit the Classified section of the 
new BIGGA website for full details 
of machinery for sale...

www.bigga.org.uk/classified 

Here’s a selection...

Area Dealer

B
T
L
I
A

• Servicing
• Service Contracts
• System Upgrades

• PC Systems

• Design/Advice
• New Installations

• Contracting
• Supply & Sales

Tel. 01765 602175 or 01765 690598
Fax 01765 603488

Email:sales@par4.co.uk
www.par4.co.uk

Independent Professional 
Irrigation, Golf Courses, 
Bowling Greens, Sports, 

Racecourses, Gardens
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The TAS TRIMMER
SPRINKLER HEAD MAINTENANCE

AND SAFETY MADE EASY
from £23 +VAT

All popular 
sprinkler, 
valve box 
& marker 

sizes www.jsmd.co.uk
tel. 0845 026 0064

Design & installation of irrigation 
systems for all sportsturf & 

landscaping projects.

Phone: 01427 874200
Fax: 01427 875333

Specialising in:-
● Existing system evaluation 
● System design & upgrade
● Project management

Contact Roger Davey on:

01823 690216
www.irritechlimited.co.uk

Independent Irrigation Consultants

irritech limited

IrrIGatIon 
ConSultantS

IrrIGatIon

Call Lely: 01480 226848 or 
email: irrigation.uk@lely.com

www.toro.comwww.toro.com

Call Lely: 01480 226848 or 
email: irrigation.uk@lely.com

IrrigationIrrigation

LIQUID ASSET
MANAGEMENT
LIQUID ASSET
MANAGEMENT

The use of RUBBER CRUMB on
grass as top dressing has been

granted a PATENT in the UK and
Ireland under Number EP0788301BI

TEBBUTT ASSO.
ARE THE LICENSEES
with CROWN III rubber crumb Turf
Reinforcement, the licensed product

Contact Tebbutt Asso.
on 01253 342003 or Fax 01253 346644
e-mail: tebbuttassociates@tiscali.co.uk

www.tebbuttassociates.co.uk

rubber CruMblake ConStruCtIon lInerS

MaCHInery For Sale

MaCHInery WanteD

Comprehensive advice 
regarding design and 
construction of water areas

Tel: 01206 262676  
www.geosynthetic.co.uk

FOR ALL YOUR BULK SUPPLIES
NATIONWIDE DELIVERIES
01858 464346 / 433003

www.banksamenity.co.uk

Specialist Growers of 
Turf for Golf Courses

Rootzone Turf for Greens
Grown on USGA rootzone, 

top-dressed throughout the year, 
and mown at 6mm. 

Predominantly bent sward

Turf for Tees, Surrounds, 
Approaches and Fairways

Various mixtures including 
ryegrass/fescue, 100% fescue, 

and bent/fescue grown 
on sandy loam topsoil.

NEW for 2007
RTF turf for pathways 

and bunker banks.
Tees supplied and laid, with 

optional precision laser grading.

Tel: 01652 678 000
www.tillersturf.co.uk

NEW for 2010
Turf for bunker revetting  

and bunker lining.
Tees supplied and laid, with 

optional laser grading.

vertIDraInInG HIre

WASTE/WASHWATER 
treatMent

Hydrotech Solutions
• Golf Machinery Wash Water Treatment
• Positive Filtration – Non-Biological
• 200 + Systems Installed Worldwide
• Simple, Low Cost Installation
• Low Running Costs

Tel: 01925 758099
Fax: 01925 757519

www.grassgrabber.com
Email: info@hydrotechsolutionsltd.co.uk

turF

top DreSSInGS
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Visit www.bigga.org.uk
and check out the
latest chat 
from the
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Look at the latest... 
Second Hand Machinery 

...for sale
www.bigga.org.uk/classifieds

■Use one of the oldest
products known to man
to treat black layer

■Prevent thatch build up

■ Improve drainage 
and rootzone

■Totally organic product

■ Large stock levels 
of all grades

■Delivery anywhere in
mainland UK within 
3-4 days

Shirley Aldred & Co. Ltd
Suppliers of high quality 

granular charcoal for over 200 years

Tel: 01433 620003
Fax: 01433 620388
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Please call 0870 8720081
www.ttirrigation.co.uk

LEADING THE WAY IN IRRIGATION
• DESIGN
• INSTALLATION
• SERVICING

FOR GOLF COURSES, STADIA,
RACECOURSES, BOWLING GREENS,
PRIVATE GARDENS & LAKES.

IrrIGatIon

Supply-Service
Design-Install

01829 731391
www.tcrirrigation.co.uk

We’ll seal
your lake –
empty or full
Top 5 facts about ESS-13
• 52 years of proven effectiveness
• designed to be permanent
• more cost effective than 

pvc liners
• can be used on an empty 

or full pond
• guaranteed results

Tel: 01773 741100
www.seepagecontrol.com

20 years of golf turf experience 
5 golf grades including high bent 
Greens on USGA rootzone, RTF for 

stabilisation/drought tolerance, 
Wildflower Turf,

and new Low Maintenance turf

Tel: 01904 448675
www.turf.co.uk
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Invicta Groundcare
Equipment Ltd
We specialise in the purchase of all 

used groundcare equipment

 We are looking to purchase single 
items to large fleets nationwide

Contact: Steve Dyne
Tel No: 01474 874 120   
Mobile: 07815 528 130
Email: invictagroundcare@live.com
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uSeD MaCHInery

Carraro Tigre 3200 
Tractor
X show model, like new.
26hp Yanmar engine, 
Selectable 2-4wd.
Power steering, 540 & 
Ground speed PTO.
3 point linkage, Turf 
tyres, folding roll bar.

Forklift For Tractor 3 
point, new
Brand New linkage 
mounted fork lift. Lift 
height 2300cm. 1200Kg 
capacity. Hydraulic 
top link. Fold up tines. 
Category 2. Brand New 
& Unused.

Kuhn BKE250
2.5m Flail Mower
Fixed Headstock
NEW

Kubota l4200
1998 Kubota L4200 
Used on a Golf Course
4940 Hours

4 wheel drive tractor
Four Cylinder 43 Horse 
Power Engine
Low Ground Pressure 
Turf tyres worn more but 
still good 
Serviced regularly 

wiedenmann  
Finishing Mower - 
£5,990 + vaT
16ft Triplex Finishing 
Mower
As New

Trilo SU40 vacuum 
unit £2,500

Near new Trilo vacuum 
unit. Attached to a rigid 
trailor. 11hp honda engine
Excellent condition

Imants Shockwave 
1.55mtr - ex demo - 
£8950 + vaT
Ex demo Shockwave 
1.5mtr . Used for our own 
demos / shows.

Visit the Classified section of the 
new BIGGA website for full details 
of machinery for sale...

www.bigga.org.uk/classified 

Here’s a selection...

Area Dealer

B
T
L
I
A

• Servicing
• Service Contracts
• System Upgrades

• PC Systems

• Design/Advice
• New Installations

• Contracting
• Supply & Sales

Tel. 01765 602175 or 01765 690598
Fax 01765 603488

Email:sales@par4.co.uk
www.par4.co.uk

Independent Professional 
Irrigation, Golf Courses, 
Bowling Greens, Sports, 

Racecourses, Gardens
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Recruitment
WEST BYFLEET GOLF CLUB 

Deputy Head Greenkeeper
West Byfleet, a private members’ club with 600 playing members, enjoys good financial stability 
and has a reputation as being friendly and well run, with a tradition of long service from its staff. 

Applicants must be able to demonstrate high levels of forward thinking, enthusiasm and 
commitment, together with an eye for detail.

• Qualified to  N/SVQ  Level 3. 
• Current spraying certificates PA1/PA2 & PA6 and chainsaw certificates preferred. First aid trained. 
• Good team player with ability to lead and mentor others.  
• Knowledge of current Health & Safety and Environmental legislation.  
• Experienced in course machinery maintenance and irrigation systems.

Salary will be commensurate with the experience and qualifications of the successful candidate who 
will be required to work flexibly, including weekends.  On site accommodation is provided.   
All applications will be treated in confidence.

 

Please apply in writing with full c.v. and covering letter, stating present salary and salary 
expectations to Ian Attoe,  General Manager,  West Byfleet Golf Club, Sheerwater Road,  
West Byfleet,  KT14 6AA.   Tel: 01932 343433. Or e-mail : secretary@wbgc.co.uk 

Closing date for the receipt of applications is Friday, 22nd October 2010.

Head Greenkeeper                  
Applications are invited for the position of Head Greenkeeper at 
Shanklin & Sandown Golf Club situated on the Isle of Wight.

We are a financially sound private members club established for 
over 100 years, with 680 playing members. The course is on the 
county rota as well as the main venue for the International Island 
Games being held in 2011.

The ideal candidate will be fully versed in all aspects of 
greenkeeping and must have a ‘hands-on’ approach to golf course 
management preferably qualified to NVQ3 in greenkeeping. An 
ability to demonstrate the experience of implementing and working 
to a budget and course management policy document is essential. 
The applicant will appreciate the need for flexible working hours 
and will have the ability to manage, control, lead and develop the 
existing team of greenkeeping staff to deliver the full potential of 
this James Braid heathland course.

An attractive salary and benefits package will be available to the 
right candidate and assistance will be considered towards relocation 
expenses and initial accommodation requirements.

Applications with a full CV should be sent to:
The Manager, Shanklin & Sandown Golf Club, The Fairway, 
Lake, Sandown, Isle of Wight, PO36 9PR or by email to: 
andy@ssgolfclub.com 

Young Course – Exciting Challenges! 
18 Hole Championship Golf Course Opened 2005 

ASSISTANT GREENKEEPER 
• Dedicated and Enthusiastic? 
• Passion for Greenkeeping? 

• Join our friendly, committed greenkeeping team 
NVQ Level 2   |   PA1 & PA2 Spraying Certificates 

Excellent rates & good prospects 
Please write with CV to James Hogg

Sandburn Hall, Flaxton, York, YO60 7RB 
Email: james@sandburnhall.co.uk   

Web: sandburnhall.co.uk

intheshed answers

QUICK ‘nInE HOlE’ 
QUIZ anSwERS:
1. EH31 2EG - Muirfield
2. GU23 4LS – Wentworth
3. G83 8nt – Loch Lomond
4. BT56 8JQ – Royal Portrush
5. kY16 9JD – r&A
6. nP18 1HQ – Celtic Manor
7. IV25 3LW – Royal Dornoch
8. CT13 9PB – Royal St George’s
9. B76 9PR – The Belfry

 

CROSSwORD MOnSTER SUDOKO SQUIGGlY SUDOKO

Jobs...Not just for Greenkeepers
A complete range of turf industry jobs are available on

www.bigga.org.uk
With over 14000 visitors to our job pages every month

You are sure to attract the quality of candidate required 

Make sure that you get the right person for the job  
- call Kirstin today on 01347 833832.

“
”

      I wish to thank the team at BIGGA for their help  
and advice in placing our advert on the BIGGA website.
The good response to the advert will allow us to employ 
someone who we feel is ideally suited for the job.

Tony Hawes, Course Manager, Potters Bar Golf Club
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the views expressed within on the Soapbox are not 
necessarily those of Greenkeeper International

Soapbox
On the

a new vehicle for people within the 
industry to express their viewpoint

Soapbox
On the

a vehicle for letting people within the 
industry express their point of view

Think back and remember how over 
the last 30 years, greenkeeping has 
improved both in the quality of the 
turf and grasses, and visually.  The 
high standards to which you, the 
greenkeepers, maintain the golf 
courses throughout the years. Yes, all 
four seasons are now in play for the 
golfers. 

The club members want to play all year 
round, and the travelling golfers, the visitors, 
also want to visit and play your golf courses 
throughout the year. 

Visiting golfers bring in more finance to 
the golf clubs and also to the local areas. Yes, 
all things are about money and finances. 

In 2010 it is not just the golf club finances 
that are tight it is worldwide. 

The belts are pulled in, the course bud-
gets are all adjusted and greenkeeping has 
to carry on.  

Knowing many greenkeepers, as I do, I 
believe that the standards of greenkeeping 
will continue to improve throughout these 
very difficult times.

The standards of greenkeeping have 
improved beyond any expectations. You 
only need to view the TV footage which is 
shown regularly of events in the past.  

Today we play on tees and fairways that 
are far better than some of the greens that 
are shown on these old films from 30 years 
ago.  

Go back further and I can remember even 
bumpier courses, but then at those times 
we thought that the golf courses were great 
and some even fantastic.

I hope and pray that I am around in 
another 20-30 years to see the quality that 
you will achieve on your golf courses. How 
many more of you will be working in other 
countries around the world? 

How many young greenkeepers will be 
preparing yourselves both educationally 
and in the workplace for the future in your 
given profession.  

The world is a much smaller place now 
with all the modern technologies and fast 
travel.

Why does it take such a long time for a 
round of golf these days, when the tees, 
fairways, greens and all about and around 
a golf  course is of a quality and condition 
which is so advanced and superior to those 
of 30 years ago when a round of golf lasted 
no longer than three hours 30 minutes.

The golf club members start their competi-
tions earlier in the year and finish them later 
in the year. Your golf club needs the visitors 

and the company days to survive more and 
more. You are maintaining your courses at 
competition standards for far longer periods 
throughout the years, 30 years ago there 
was not the amount of traffic on the courses 
as there is today.

You don’t need me to tell you these facts.  
Every working hour down to the minute in 
the hours is now organised and programmed 
by your head greenkeeper/course manager 
to work and perform in all weathers and all 
conditions.  

The greenkeepers’ buildings are also the 
workshop for the repairs and maintenance 
of almost all the machinery and equip-
ment used on the golf course.  The modern 
day machines and equipment are so far 
advanced, what next?

This has reminded me of the years long 
ago when I read “The Eagle” comics Dan 
Dare pilot of the future.  Jet planes and 
space craft.  

Fantastic. Yes it has happened. Come on 
take a look into the future 60 years on and 

ask yourself what machinery and technolo-
gies will the greenkeeper have to hand.  

Hovering above the fairways, tees and 
greens with zappers and laser cutting the 
turf to heights and standards that is beyond 
or thought at this moment in time 2010.

30 years ago it was very rare that the 
greenkeepers were involved in club meetings 
or discussing the golf course, green keeping 
methods, golf course presentation and the 
quality with the members and golfers.  

Today the greenkeepers hold meetings/
seminars and evenings for discussions 
questions and answers, the greenkeepers 
have course walks and talks to answer the 
questions from the members.

Promoting the golf club is very important 
today, this is to bring in the visiting golfers 
bringing in additional revenue to sustain 
and maintain the improving qualities of the 
golf club and its golf course.  

Showing the golf course and the club-
house on the web site and using good 
quality photographs to show how good your 
course is. 

A few years ago a photographic competi-
tion was started in your BIGGA  Magazine. 
The competition has now developed annu-

ally and you the greenkeepers send in some 
extremely high quality photographs of your 
golf courses. 

This competition was to show the qual-
ity, beauty and presentation of your golf 
courses. Also to help greenkeepers to keep 
fine records of the work in maintaining your 
courses. 

Some of your photographs are now being 
used on club websites and in the advertise-
ments in various magazines, 

I am a retired 70 year old/young with a 
full time hobby, photographing golf courses  
I have many friends in greenkeeping. 

I thank them all for their friendships and 
allowing me the privilege of photographing 
and recording the golf courses they have 
and spend their working days at. 

The same thanks goes to the Managers/
Secretaries at these golf clubs. To all green-
keepers wherever they may be thank you 
for the pleasures and memories that I have 
both golfing and photographing your golf 
courses.

My view of greenkeeping over the 
past 30 years or so...

Alan C Birch – retired. Full time hobby is photographing and recording Golf Courses.

If you would like to view a few of my golf course photographs please e-mail me on: 
MrgrtBir@aol.com  
tel:+44(0)1704 897145

Alan C.Birch

*Offer valid for purchases made from 1st September 2010 to 31st December 2010 only.

Team up with

and receive this exclusive 
Regatta reversible jacket

with every 20L of Chipco  
Green purchased*.
See your local distributor or visit 
www.escience.bayercropscience.co.uk
for full details

Team up with

and receive this exclusive 
Regatta reversible jacket

with every 20L of Chipco  
Green purchased*.
See your local distributor or visit 
www.escience.bayercropscience.co.uk
for full details

Bayer Environmental Science, 230 Cambridge Science Park, 
Milton Road, Cambridge CB4 0WB
Tel: 00800 1214 9451 Fax: 01223 226635  
www.escience.bayercropscience.co.uk

ALWAYS READ THE LABEL : USE PESTICIDES SAFELY.  
CHIPCO® GREEN contains 255 g/l iprodione. (MAPP 13843) (PCS 02714). 
Chipco is a registered trademark of Bayer.
© Bayer Environmental Science 2010.

A Business Operation of Bayer CropScience

• Contact action - Rapid control

• Very reliable turf fungicide

• Rainfast in 1 hour

• Controls 6 turf diseases (Fusarium,
Red Thread, Dollar Spot, 
Anthracnose, Leaf Spot and Rust)

• FULL APPROVAL for use on Golf 
courses, lawns, bowling greens, 
cricket pitches, tennis courts and 
professional sports grounds/
stadiums*

.
*See label for full details.
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