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Specialists 
in Golf
Course

Construction

JOHN GREASLEY LIMITED
“Ashfield House” • 1154 Melton Road

Syston • Leicester • LE7 2HB

Tel: 0116 269 6766
Mobile: 07836 553899

Fax: 0116 269 6866

Construction  Remodelling
Water Features

Tel: 01604 468908
Fax: 01604 474853
www.deltagolf2000.co.uk

180 Ruskin Road, Kingsthorpe,
Northampton NN2 7TA

SPEEDCUT
CONTRACTORS LTD

SPORTSTURF
Construction 

Drainage 
Renovation

Sandslitting
Contact: Kevin Smith

OXFORD 01865 331479

Traditional
drainage and

Lytag banding
of greens and fairways

Tel: 01785 812706
E: NSIrrigation@aol.com

www.northstaffsirrigation.co.uk

Golf Course Drainage
Specialist

For fast and friendly UK 
service call:

Melvyn Taylor
on 01283 551417
or 07836 259133

www.turfdry.com

Golf Course Drainage 
Survey / Design / Installation / Greens / 
Fairways / Bunkers / Complete Courses
Plastic Pipe / Turfdry Drainage System

For fast and friendly Nationwide Service

Contact Melvyn Taylor: 01283 551417
07836 259133 / melvyn@turfdry.com

www.turfdry.com

DRAINAGE

Tel 01772 877289 (Preston, Lancs) 
Email: info@dixondrainage.co.uk 

www.dixondrainage.co.uk

Established 1978
Sportsturf Drainage Specialist

Slitting • Banding • Maintenance

Drainage • Construction • Renovation

Philip Dixon Contractors Ltd

DRAINAGE DRAINAGE

Scotland Based

Meiklem Drainage 
Contractors Ltd

Sportsturf Drainage  
Specialists

Golf Courses - Sportsfields
Drainage  * Construction  

* Slitting/Banding
Contact Meiklem Drainage on: 

T: 01383 830217
M: 07808 897 300

E: Meiklem@btopenworld.com

CONSTRUCTION

CLOTHING / FOOTWEAR

AFT Trenchers Ltd

AFT45
For compact tractors from

20hp
With chain or slitting wheel, augers

or conveyor to quickly install
drainage systems, pipes or cables

as and when needed.
Tel: +44(0)1787 311811

Email: info@trenchers.co.uk
www.trenchers.co.uk

AFT ad> Bigga 40x40mm:.  6/5/

If it’s drainage, it has to be Duncan Ross!

DESIGN : INSTALLATION : MAINTENANCE
Pitch Construction : Piped Drainage Systems : Sand Slitting

Blec Vibro Sand Banding : Koro Surfacing : Vertidraining : Topdressing : Overseeding

Appley Bridge, Wigan, Lancashire WN6 9DT
t 01257 255321 f 01257 255327 e office@duncanrosslanddrainage.co.uk

www.duncanrosslanddrainage.co.uk

Pitch Construction : Piped Drainage Systems
Sand Slitting : Blec Vibro Sand Banding

Koro Surfacing : Vertidraining : Topdressing : Overseeding

If it’s drainage, it has to be Duncan Ross!

Appley Bridge, Wigan, Lancashire WN6 9DT
t 01257 255321 

e office@duncanrosslanddrainage.co.uk
www.duncanrosslanddrainage.co.uk

www.gkwear.co.uk

Greenkeeper
Wear

FOR FREE CATALOGUE
Phone 01334 653733

Shop Online
25% Discount for

BIGGA Members - Register Now
 

Golf Course Construction
Remodelling & Alterations 

Water Engineering
info@lakelandearthworks.com
www.lakelandearthworks.com

01400 251605
07900693705

AGRONOMY

Visit www.bigga.org.uk
and check out the
latest chat 
from the
greenkeeping
industry 

Tel. 01722 716361
www.mjabbott.co.uk

GOLF COURSE & SPORTSGROUND
CONSTRUCTION

RENOVATION & MAINTENANCE

IRRIGATION SYSTEMS

LAND DRAINAGE SCHEMES

WATER MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS

To advertise within 
Greenkeeper International 

please contact Kirstin on 
01347 833 832

or email 
kirstin@bigga.co.uk 
 Advertising rates:

1/4 page - £570
1/2 page_ £790

Full page - £1500
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BUYERS’ GUIDE

Design & installation of irrigation 
systems for all sportsturf & 

landscaping projects.

Phone: 01427 874200
Fax: 01427 875333

Specialising in:-
● Existing system evaluation 
● System design & upgrade
● Project management

Contact Roger Davey on:

01823 690216
www.irritechlimited.co.uk

Independent Irrigation Consultants

irritech limited

IRRIGATION 
CONSULTANTS

IRRIGATION

Call Lely: 01480 226848 or 
email: irrigation.uk@lely.com

www.toro.comwww.toro.com

Call Lely: 01480 226848 or 
email: irrigation.uk@lely.com

IrrigationIrrigation

LIQUID ASSET
MANAGEMENT
LIQUID ASSET
MANAGEMENT

The use of RUBBER CRUMB on
grass as top dressing has been

granted a PATENT in the UK and
Ireland under Number EP0788301BI

TEBBUTT ASSO.
ARE THE LICENSEES
with CROWN III rubber crumb Turf
Reinforcement, the licensed product

Contact Tebbutt Asso.
on 01253 342003 or Fax 01253 346644
e-mail: tebbuttassociates@tiscali.co.uk

www.tebbuttassociates.co.uk

RUBBER CRUMB

PLANT

LAKE CONSTRUCTION LINERS

MACHINERY FOR SALE

Comprehensive advice 
regarding design and 
construction of water areas

Tel: 01206 262676  
www.geosynthetic.co.uk

Looking to buy or sell 
Second Hand  
Machinery?

Advertise on the BIGGA website 

FREE this month
www.bigga.org.uk/classifieds

Or call Kirstin on  
01347 833800

GRINDERS

HEALTH & SAFETY



BIGGA GCMA SMS 
Registered as a user and      
using the system? 
 

Xact can act as your              
External Competent Person 
providing: 

• Onsite Support 
• Risk Assessments & Control   

Measures 
• Action Plans 
• Ongoing Audit Service 
 
Contact Xact on 0845 665 3006 

www.xactgroup.co.uk 

AGRONOMY

Visit www.bigga.org.uk
and check out the
latest chat 
from the
greenkeeping
industry 

Advertise here
from as little as £250  

for a FULL 6 MONTHS,  
full colour, please call 

Kirstin on 01347 833 832 
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kirstin@bigga.co.uk

FOR SALE.
New Turfmech SQRL 600.
Self-propelled debris 
collector for greens, tees 
and sports surfaces.

* Includes full manufacturer’s warranty.

REDUCED 
TO 

CLEAR*

Lely Ireland Limited, Kilboggin, 
Nurney, Co. Kildare 
Tel: 00 353 (0)45 526170  
Email: turfcaresales.ie@lely.com   

www.lely.com 

FOR SALE.
New Turfmech SQRL 600.
Self-propelled debris 
collector for greens, tees 
and sports surfaces.

* Includes full manufacturer’s warranty.

RETAIL £10,695+VAT

NOW £6,000+VAT

Contact Dermot on 00 353 87 6820183

12471A Lely Ireland SQRL classified 4         

AGRONOMY

Visit www.bigga.org.uk
and check out the
latest chat 
from the
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industry 
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Greenkeeper International 
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kirstin@bigga.co.uk 
 Advertising rates:

1/4 page - £570
1/2 page_ £790

Full page - £1500

FINANCE & LEASING

 *New and used equipment*
 Call today for a quote

01620 890200
Golf Finance Ltd 
4 Church Road 
North Berwick 

EH39 5NP
All finance subject to status licensed credit bokers

Written detail on request.

2010 Machinery Finance
No Deposit

Payments from April 2010

62  GI  MAY 2010



FOR ALL YOUR BULK SUPPLIES
NATIONWIDE DELIVERIES
01858 464346 / 433003

www.banksamenity.co.uk

Specialist Growers of 
Turf for Golf Courses

Rootzone Turf for Greens
Grown on USGA rootzone, 

top-dressed throughout the year, 
and mown at 6mm. 

Predominantly bent sward

Turf for Tees, Surrounds, 
Approaches and Fairways

Various mixtures including 
ryegrass/fescue, 100% fescue, 

and bent/fescue grown 
on sandy loam topsoil.

NEW for 2007
RTF turf for pathways 

and bunker banks.
Tees supplied and laid, with 

optional precision laser grading.

Tel: 01652 678 000
www.tillersturf.co.uk

NEW for 2010
Turf for bunker revetting  

and bunker lining.
Tees supplied and laid, with 

optional laser grading.

VERTIDRAINING HIRE

WASTE/WASHWATER 
TREATMENT

Hydrotech Solutions
• Golf Machinery Wash Water Treatment
• Positive Filtration – Non-Biological
• 200 + Systems Installed Worldwide
• Simple, Low Cost Installation
• Low Running Costs

Tel: 01925 758099
Fax: 01925 757519

www.grassgrabber.com
Email: info@hydrotechsolutionsltd.co.uk

TURFTOP DRESSINGS
VERTIDRAINING 

HIRE
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Look at the latest... 
Second Hand Machinery 

...for sale
www.bigga.org.uk/classifieds

Looking to buy or sell 
Second Hand  
Machinery?

Advertise on the BIGGA website 

FREE this month
www.bigga.org.uk/classifieds

Or call Kirstin on  
01347 833800

■Use one of the oldest
products known to man
to treat black layer

■Prevent thatch build up

■ Improve drainage 
and rootzone

■Totally organic product

■ Large stock levels 
of all grades

■Delivery anywhere in
mainland UK within 
3-4 days

Shirley Aldred & Co. Ltd
Suppliers of high quality 

granular charcoal for over 200 years

Tel: 01433 620003
Fax: 01433 620388
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Recruitment

Head-Greenkeeper required to maintain a par 3, 6 hole golf course on a 
private home.

It is located between Solihull and the N.E.C. in the West-Midlands.
The course is in need of improvement and is expected to reach the stan-

dards that of most private clubs require.
It will also entail maintaining  the grounds of the property, there is also 

one other full time employee. 
This is an ideal opportunity for someone looking for early retirement as 
once the condition is achieved the hours worked may be cut to what you 

deem necessary for the season, and the winter months.
 

Please send a full C.V to
The Trees, Eastcote Lane, Hampton in Arden, West-Midlands  B62 OAS

Head-Greenkeeper

WOKING GOLF CLUB

Woking Golf Club is a private members club founded in 1893 
and is the oldest of Surrey’s heathland courses.  

COURSE MECHANIC/GREENKEEPER

The Club is looking to recruit a highly motivated individual who is 
skilled and experienced in professional groundcare machinery.   

Applicants must be self supervising and well organized with the 
ability to work on a wide range of turfcare equipment.
 
Hours of work :- 40 per week on a rota system 
(which will involve weekend working).

Benefits include: - Competitive salary, 20 days holiday, uniform, 
company pension scheme and bonus scheme

Please apply in writing enclosing a c.v. to  
The Head Greenkeeper, Woking Golf Club, 
Pond Road, Hook Heath, Woking, Surrey GU22 0JZ.

Closing date for applications is 31st May 2010.

Applications are invited for the position of Head Greenkeeper / Course Manager

Brough Golf Club is a long established members’ club founded in 1891. We are a park-
land course, based on well drained light soil, situated in East Yorkshire, approximately 
12 miles west of Hull.
The vacancy arises due to the planned retirement in 2012 of our long serving Course 
Manager. Although this is two years away, we are conscious of the time required to find 
the right person to fill the role and are prepared to appoint well in advance of the due 
date, even if this results in a significant overlap.
The successful candidate will be capable of organising, motivating and managing the 
green-keeping team and will work closely with the Committee and Director of Golf to 
bring a high standard of presentation and quality to the course. Candidates will ideally 
possess all relevant green keeping qualifications, including NVQ level 3, or equivalent, 
have spraying certificates (PA1, PA2 and PA6), will have a history of success in a 
similar environment and will:

• Be able to implement Health and Safety and other relevant legislation
• Understand and assist in the preparation of an annual budget and manage the agreed 
budget
• Motivate, manage and supervise the green-keeping team
• Be able to demonstrate high levels of initiative, be motivated and enthusiastic with 
sound administrative ability, have excellent communication skills and be IT literate. 
• Have a modern and realistic approach to green-keeping.
• Prepare and implement training plans to meet the needs of the present staff
• Manage and maintain the course machinery including the automated irrigation system

The salary for this position is negotiable.
Closing date for applications is Friday 11th June 2010

Applications in writing including a full CV to:
Director of Golf, Brough Golf Club, Cave Road, Brough East Yorkshire, HU15 1HB

e-mail: gt@brough-golfclub.co.uk   Website: www.brough-golfclub.co.uk

Irrigation Service Engineer 
required for expanding Service/
Maintenance Company.

Applicants will need a clean driving 
license & must be self motivating, 
hard working & prepared to work long 
hours.

A good knowledge of Hunter, Toro 
& Rainbird Irrigation Products is a 
necessity.

The accepted applicant can expect a 
good hourly rate of pay with additional 
benefits.

Please apply by sending your C.V. to:
                                     
Topturf Irrigation (Service) Limited
Units E4 & E5 
Rudford Industrial Estate
Ford
Nr. Arundel
West Sussex
BN18 0BD

Gerrards Cross Golf Club
Requires an Assistant Greenkeeper

Founded in 1922, Gerrards Cross Golf Club is an 18 hole private member’s Club 
situated in the South Buckinghamshire countryside. The Club would like to recruit 
an enthusiastic, reliable and experienced Assistant Greenkeeper to join the existing 
team in maintaining the course to the highest standards. Candidates should ideally 

have at least 2 years experience and be qualified at NVQ 2 or above. Salary is 
negotiable depending on experience.

Applications should be made in writing with an up to date CV to:

 Lee Robinson, Head Greenkeeper, Gerrards Cross Golf Club, Chalfont Park, 
Gerrards Cross, Buckinghamshire, SL9 0QA

Or by e-mail to: secretary@gxgolf.co.uk

Closing date 30th May 2010

Online jobs go to

www.bigga.org.uk
For instant online advertising please contact

Kirstin on 01347 833 832

Part month £300

Full month £500

The website is updated regularly with new vacancies

Get online now!
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intheshed answers

QUICK ‘NINE HOLE’ 
QUIZ ANSWERS:
1.	 Bob May
2.	 Fiona May
3.	 Floyd Mayweather
4.	 Blackburn Rovers
5.	 Surrey
6.	 David Beckham
7.	 Derbyshire
8.	 Wentworth
9.	 Beach Volleyball

 

CROSSWORD MONSTER SUDOKO SQUIGGLY SUDOKO

The Royal County Down Golf Club
requires a

Links Manager
The Links Manager will be responsible for the management of a Championship Course ranked one of the greatest courses in the world and a second 
18 hole course, both in a magnificent setting overlooked by the Mountains of Mourne and on the shore of Dundrum Bay.

The successful candidate will have practical experience of links course maintenance and all aspects of course management with proven ability to lead 
and motivate staff.  As well as possessing the necessary qualifications and being fully conversant with health and safety and environmental legislation, 
candidates should demonstrate:

• Ability to prepare and manage annual maintenance budgets and capital projects
• Recognition of the importance of course presentation and standards
• Thorough understanding of current greenkeeping legislation, regulations and best practice
• Excellent interpersonal, written, verbal and presentational skills
• An appreciation of the game of golf and its traditions
• Experience as a links manager or deputy links manager
• Good IT skills
  
Salary is negotiable depending on qualifications and experience.

Please apply in writing with full CV, by 28th May 2010, to:

The Secretary
The Royal County Down Golf Club

36 Golf Links Road
Newcastle
Co Down

BT33 0AN
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The views expressed within On The Soapbox are not 
necessarily those of Greenkeeper International

Soapbox
On the

A new vehicle for people within the 
industry to express their viewpoint

Soapbox
On the

A vehicle for letting people within the industry express their 
point of view, this month with golf enthusiast, Lorne Smith

It is only natural that club golfers are 
influenced by golf as depicted on the 
television, where the emphasis is on 
long driving, slow play and fast putting 
surfaces for professional players. 

The problems arise when they want the 
‘Augusta syndrome’, or similar, at their 
home course.

Fine Golf is a campaign that seeks to raise 
the profile of the ‘traditional classic game’ in 
golf course design and upkeep in compari-
son with ‘lush, target golf’ and encourages 
club members to support their local green-
keepers in following sustainable principles 
of the kind advocated by Jim Arthur.

How we came to launch the website.
Some 45 years ago, Frank Pennink’s 

Golfer’s Companion helped me choose 
which golf courses to play in the Dublin 
area while planning a week’s golf holiday. 
Being a champion golfer and renowned 
Course Architect, Pennink knew what he 
was talking about. It subsequently took me 
40 more years to play all 128 of the finest 
courses across the British Isles and Ireland 
recommended in his book.

As an ordinary golfer, I was also lucky to 
come across Jim Arthur’s book Practical 
Greenkeeping which provided the key to 
what these courses, by the sea, on heath-
land, moorland and downland, had that 
made them the finest and most enjoyable. I 
realised it is the firm, dry, fine turf on these 
courses.

I run an Executive Search consultancy to 
earn my crust but in 2008 the market fell off 
a cliff. In the spare time I now had, I decided 
to launch the website as an update to Pen-
nink’s book and to promote Jim Arthur’s 
sustainable methods.

One defining aspect of Fine Golf is its ‘Joy 
to be Alive’ feeling.  

The British Isles is lucky to have a heri-
tage of the finest golf courses in the world, 
because our climate allows fine grasses to 
flourish on areas of poor soil that were not 
wanted for agriculture.

There are about 2,800 golf courses in the 
UK and Ireland and some 200 of them can 
be defined as ‘fine’. These are identified by 
geographical area on finegolf and I have 
played 175 of them so far.

It is simply not possible to rank courses 
scientifically and so we have developed the 
concept of a ‘joy to be alive’ Fine Golf factor to 
indicate the level of delight they give. 

The costly ‘lush, target’ game is under 
pressure

‘Lush, target golf ‘ was initially promoted 

in the UK by the likes of the quadruple Open 
Champion, Bobby Locke, from South Africa, 
in the 1960s/70s (although he was pretty 
good at the scuttle stuff on firm ground, and 
was clever enough to adapt his own game 
to lush American conditions) he suggested 
that British professional golfers needed to 
learn how to shoot for the pin, not just the 
green, in order to beat the Americans. As 
a result, over-watered greens became the 
fashion.

However, the real growth era for ‘lush, 
target golf ‘ was in the 1980s/90s during 
the golf course construction boom when the 
big, bulldozered, internationally designed 
courses appeared on ground chosen pri-
marily for commercial reasons near large 
conurbations rather than for its grasses and 
natural drainage.

Many tour professionals prefer to play on 
‘lush target’ courses with their predictability 
of bounce, while commercial television loves 
the drama of ‘signature’ holes over water. 
But as Jim Arthur said “Since when did golf 
become a water sport?”

The characteristic features of these 
courses, with their ‘pudding’ greens in the 
colder months, are the excessive use of 
fertilisers and pesticides with consequent 
pollution, the overuse of water and their 
enormous maintenance budgets. They do 
not fit these recessionary times nor the 
best future for our fine game when the vast 
majority of ordinary golfers would prefer to 
play on the likes of courses as listed on the 
site  if given the chance.

www.finegolf.co.uk is part of the re-
emergence of the Fine Golf trend.

Today there is a discernible trend back 
towards Fine Golf 

Examples of this are: 
1. Everywhere golf clubs are looking 

to reduce costs and develop sustainable 
practices.

2. The R&A has invested heavily in the 
website www.bestcourseforgolf.org  

3. The USGA has created a new tool to 
measure turf firmness; 

4. The traditional greenkeeping Ginger-
bread movement is expanding; 

5. New course developments, like Castle 
Stuart, The Renaissance and Menei (Trump), 
all elected to put down fine grasses, as does 
the new hotel-owned Spey Valley;

6. New regulations on clubhead grooves, 
promotes the fine game.

Greenkeepers are a vital element in the 
trend back to fine golf.  

Greenkeepers have to satisfy their 

customers and we all know that among a 
membership Club of 500 there can be 500 
expert “agronomists”! The ability of Course 
Managers to communicate coherently 
through the mediums of newsletters, a page 
on the Club website and in front of a meeting 
of members is crucial.  

Fine Golf looks to give support and build 
the confidence of course managers in 
standing up and fighting for what they know 
is best long term, which is not necessarily 
the same as that promoted by television 
golf, due to those courses being prepared 
exclusively for that event with little expense 
spared and should be described as such to 
avoid misunderstandings.

The site  is entirely independent and sup-
ported by all progressive golf people and 
organisations that want to see traditional, 
classic golf regain its historical importance.

What can you do?
Become a friend of Fine Golf, register on 

the home page of www.finegolf.co.uk to 
receive our free newsletter to let you know 
when new reviews and articles are published 
and pass on the news to your friends.

Lorne Smith is a golf enthusiast who has set up his own website promoting Fine Golf

Lorne Smith

The campaign 
for Fine Golf 

welcomes your 
support



Penketh Place, West Pimbo
Skelmersdale, Lancashire, WN8 9QX
T: 01695 556222  E: info@revaho.co.uk
www.revaho.co.uk

For Too Long The Big
Names In Golf Irrigation 
Have Had It Too Easy!

Ask your approved consultant or contractor 
to specify Revaho golf irrigation products 
and be assured of more cost effective 
solutions that actually perform better! 

Our sprinklers, controllers, pipes and fittings all 

come with international quality standards and 

guarantees to give you  peace of mind 

and allow you to get on with your job.

Please contact us today for a 
FREE  technical booklet and 
we’ll also send you a 
FREE gift from Hunter 


