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around The Green
self-deprecating to name them, 
did not.

The semi-finalists in the 
Surrey Bowl are Gareth Roberts 
and Paul Bacon v Ron Christie 
and Roger Tydeman and Gary 
Ogilvie and Neil Gilham v David 
Worsfold and Jamie McEnroy.

I had thought that this last 
paragraph ought to contain a 
list of my birthday presents and 
friends and family who sent 
cards, but so much excitement 
in one edition could be too much 
for our more senior members 
to take, so I’ll just say goodbye 
until next month.

Brian Willmott

essex

It’s 10 years since we last 
played at Burnham-on-Crouch 
Golf Club and what a difference 
it was. Last time we experienced 
every weather condition that 
could be thrown at us and this 
time the Gods were kind. The 
sun shone and the winds stayed 
moderate, which was lucky as 
Burnham is on the banks of the 
River Crouch with open plains 
to the west and south so when it 
blows, it BLOWS. 

The Course was in fantastic 
condition, the 36 plus starters 
enjoyed a great day’s golf. No 
hold-ups and around in just 
over the four hours. Praise must 
go to Course Manager, Robert 
Coughlan, and his team for the 
condition, consistent pace on 
the greens and a well-manicured 
course, trouble if you were wild 
and forgiving if you weren’t.

Scores were interesting but 
the best didn’t disgrace them-
selves.  

Overall winner of the Summer 
Trophy. Plus entrance to the 
BIGGA National Championship 
was Sam Cook, Colchester Golf 
Club; he joins Adam Millward 
and Mark Stopps on the Essex 
Team with one more to join 
them from the “Essex Trophy” 
this month.

Div 1. 1. Antony Kirwan, 
Lexden Wood GC, 37 pts. 2. 
Tom Smith, Colne Valley GC, 33 
pts. Div 2. 1. Martin Forrester, 
The Essex G&CC, 41 pts; 2. 
Ian Wood, Romford GC 32, pts. 
Guest Prize, Paul Holloway, 39 
pts. Trade Prize, Andy Turbin, 
39 pts. Nearest the Pin. Simon 

Cairns. Longest Drive: Antony 
Kirwan.

Thanks must go the members 
of Burnham-on-Crouch Golf 
Club for allowing us to play their 
course, to the catering staff for 
feeding us so well and to Andy 
Turbin (committee member at 
Burnham and trade sponsor of 
our section) for presenting the 
prizes. I would like to thank all 
those trade members who sup-
plied the prizes for the raffle table 
and to all those members that 
joined us on the day, helping to 
make it one of the best events 
we’ve had for a long time.

The Essex Captains v Green-
keepers match at Romford Golf 
Club, July 7 was badly affected 
by rain and thunder, most 
managed nine holes but that 
was about it. Ian Wood, Course 
Manager at Romford, reports 
that the weather conditions only 
allowed a certain amount of play 
over the day. The results are as 
follows:-

Holes 1-9 Captains: Alan Levet 
& Phil Wilson, Bentley Golf Club, 
25 pts. Holes 1-9 Greenkeep-
ers: Andy Cracknell & Michael 
Bartlett, Orsett Golf Club, 21 pts. 
Holes 10-18 Captains: James 
Robinson & Sam Smith, Gosfield 
Lake GC, 24 pts. Holes 10-18 
Greenkeepers: Richard Dunmow 
& Malcolm Smith, Channels GC, 
20 pts. Nearest the Pin: 6th Hole, 
Richard Hare, GK, Abridge Golf 
Club. Nearest the Pin: 17th Hole, 
John Wheelhouse, Captain, 
Channels Golf Club.

John Smith, Essex Captain’s 
Captain welcomed all the play-
ers and presented the prizes, 
he thanked the club and staff 
for their hard work and which 
regrettably was slightly spoilt by 
the weather. The Captains won 
13-7 on the day.  

I will not be able to give an 
account of the “Essex Trophy” 
which is to be held at Canons 
Brook Golf Club, Wednesday, 
August 19 until September’s 
edition of this magazine. If you 
have not yet entered there is still 
just time to get in, I hope to see 
you there. As I stated last month 
we have re-named this event.

That’s all for this time. Holi-
days and work are keeping us 
all busy and not much news is 
coming my way.

If you do have any news for 
the website or for GK Interna-
tional please contact me on 
07764-862.337 or via e-mail 
essexbigga@talktalk.net 

Arnold Phipps-Jones
Press Officer

John  
pemberton 
Chief  
Executive

It’s hard to believe that we are into September already 
and planning for Harrogate week is starting to dominate 
time in the office. The education programme goes to 
print this month and will be available both in hard copy 
and on-line in a couple of weeks time. 

Keep an eye on www.harrogateweek.org.uk for full details 
or follow the link at the top of the BIGGA web site Home Page. 
While bookings from exhibitors are reasonably good for this 
time of the year there is no doubt that the downturn in the 
economy has taken its toll. It is noticeable that there are a 
number of regular exhibitors that have not rebooked due to 
cash flow problems and that have opted to wait and see how 
things go this summer before committing. This is, of course, of 
concern, however, traditionally we have always had a flurry of 
bookings after SALTEX and through into December. The sales 
team is working hard to try to ensure that this happens again 
this year as well as exploring new avenues.

There is no doubt that exhibitions generally are under threat 
and I have heard of several around the country that have been 
cancelled this year, I’m sure that members will be aware of 
some of these. 

Harrogate Week is not only a vital source of revenue for the 
Association but also the best opportunity, arguably in Europe, 
for members and their peers to meet suppliers, access bespoke 
education and to network within the sports turf industry. 
More and more companies are having their budgets either 
cut or frozen and so are therefore looking closely at how they 
spend their money. There are a number of publications within 
the industry, all competing, and some often almost giving 
advertising away to fill pages. BIGGA’s advertising revenue 
in Greenkeeper International and on the web has suffered 
in no small way and as I have reported previously we have 
reduced staffing levels at Headquarters by three as a direct 
consequence. All I ask is that you support your association 
that is there to support you.

With that in mind we are rapidly approaching the time of 
year when Sections hold their AGM’s and often elect new 
committee members. I know that it is very difficult to balance 
work, home and outside interests but please try to give some 
of your time to your Section, even if it is not on a regular basis. 
A small amount of help will ease the burden that all too often 
in some Sections rests with one or two people. The age-old 
adage of ‘a job shared is a job halved’ has never been more 
appropriate. Headquarters staff are on hand to back up the 
Sections and this can be called upon direct or through the 
Regional Administrators. 

I believe that BIGGA has achieved a great deal since 1987 
and has a lot to look forward to, but its ongoing success rests in 
the hands of its members, who are its best ambassadors and 
its best recruitment officers. Please do your best to keep BIGGA 
at the forefront of the sports turf industry.

John pemberton
Chief executive
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Contact details
Tracey Maddison
traceymaddison@bigga.co.uk

Brad Anderson
brad@bigga.co.uk

tel: 01347 833800  
(option 1 for Membership)

Tracey maddison, Head of membership, 
provides a departmental update

membership

oTHer  
USeFUL 
nUmberS  
(Full Members only)

Personal Accident Helpline  
02075 603013  
Greenkeepers Legal 
Assistance  
0800 177 7891   
Greenkeepers Support 
Services  
0800 174 319
Debt Counselling Helpline
0800 174319

Peter Boyd
Scotland & Northern Ireland
tel: 0141 616 3440
Mobile: 07776 242120
pj.boyd@btinternet.com

Peter Larter
Northern & Midland
tel: 01476 550115
Mobile: 07866 366966
petelarter972@aol.com

Clive osgood
South East
tel: 01737 819343
Mobile: 07841 948410
cliveosgood@yahoo.co.uk

Jane Jones
South West & Wales
tel: 01454 270850
Mobile: 07841 948110
janejones1@btconnect.com

Peter Boyd

Clive osgood

Peter Larter

Jane Jones

regional 
administrators

bIGGa 
welcomes the 
following new 
members

Scottish region
Craig MacEachen, Ayrshire

northern region 
Matthew Eastwood, Northern
Brendan Hardman, North West 
Stuart Murphy, North Wales 
Neil Myatt, North West
Barry Parsons, North East 
Alexander Vaughan, North West
Rob Wells, North West 

midland region
Paul Allen, Berks/Bucks & Oxon
Philip Bennett, Midland
Joe Drummond, Berks/Bucks & Oxon
Dayl Foley, Berks/Bucks & Oxon
Stuart Job, Berks/Bucks & Oxon
Lee Knight, Berks/Bucks & Oxon
Edward Lewis, Berks/Bucks & Oxon
Ben Rees, Mid Anglia
James Royle, Mid Anglia
Christopher Slimm, Berks/Bucks & Oxon 
Maks Wyard, Midland 

 

South east region
Clifford Anderson, Kent
Craig Betts, Surrey
Adam Constable, Surrey
Paul Curtis, East Anglia 
Stan Harrison, London 
Paul Holloway, Essex 
Nicholas Kikkides, Essex 
Mark Logan, Surrey 
Fabien Maisonny, Surrey 
Ryan Marangoni, Surrey
Philip Mayes, Surrey 
James Morton, Essex
Neil Pereira, London
Mark Severn, Essex 
Chris Smith, Surrey

South west
/ South wales region
Christopher Allen, South West
Gerald Clements, South West 
Laurence Davis, South West 
Matt Hubball, South West
Matthew James, South West 
Ryan Marshall, South West 

northern Ireland
Jonathan Hutchinson, Northern Ireland 

overseas
Tom Stephen, Canada
Graham Johns, Sweden

bIGGa policy on Courtesy Golf

Over the last few months the mem-
bership department have received 
telephone calls from members and 
golf clubs enquiring about the use 
of courtesy golf. 

The guidelines below are to clear 
up any confusion among BIGGA 
members and golf clubs. We are 
aware the majority of members 
do behave sensibly when seeking 
courtesy golf.

Guidelines

•  Only those with full member-
ship should seek courtesy golf.

•  Courtesy golf is only given at the 
discretion of the individual golf 
club and is not an automatic 
benefit of membership.

•  Members wishing to seek 
courtesy golf at a club should 
contact the club at least 24 
hours in advance of wishing to 
play.

•  On arrival at the club, members 
should report to the Secretary/
Pro Shop and follow normal 
procedures for playing golf.

•  Members should always pro-
duce a valid membership card 
as proof of status to the club.

•  Members should make a point 
of thanking the club for their 
courtesy on completion of their 
round of golf.

•  Members should not seek cour-
tesy golf at any one golf club 
more than twice per year.

Golf Clubs wishing to verify 
membership or requiring further 
details should contact the Member-
ship Department directly.

All suspected abuses of the card 
should be reported immediately to 
BIGGA headquarters where such 
complaints will be investigated and 
appropriate action taken.

open Support Team

Well done to all those who were 
part of the Open Support Team at 
Turnberry in July. As always, the 
team assisted the home greenkeep-
ing staff in their usual professional 
supportive way.

Being part of the Open Support 
Team is one of the great benefits 
of being a full member of BIGGA, 
as Richard Saunders, Course 
Manager at Mowsbury Golf Club, 
Huntingdon found out:

“To be a member of the Open 
Support Team is an honour and 
a privilege…..as a member of the 
team we get to see behind the 
scenes as it were – with the staff out 
on the course early in the morn-
ing and late at night – the side the 
public doesn’t see…..I just hope I 
am lucky enough to be selected to 
be a member of the team in future 
years”.

BIGGA Membership Benefit of 
the month - Telephone debt 
advice Helpline

Managing money well is some-
times overlooked in the pressures 
of our daily lives.

Full Members of BIGGA can now 
talk about any financial concerns 
or worries through the Arc Legal 
24/7 Debt Advice Helpline.

Expert confidential help is at 
hand through their trained inde-
pendent counsellors ready to assist 
with counselling, support, advice 
and help.

If your debt is complicated the 
counsellor can also direct your 
call to specialist debt experts who 
will talk through the stages of 
prioritising the debts and steps to 
resolution.

Importantly once you are manag-
ing your money concerns the sup-
port of the counsellors is available 
24/7 to help you find better ways 
to control future spending and deal 
with money related issues.

Call the Debt Advice Helpline on 
0800 174 319 24 hours a day 7 days 
a week 365 days of the year, have 
your membership number to hand.
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what’s  
your number?

what is your position 
within the company? 
Nomow Golf - National 
Sales Manager

How long have you 
been in the industry? 
I’ve been involved with 
golf for over 20 years, 
but Nomow has only 
just jumped into the 
market, we’re Europe’s 
largest installer of artificial grass. 

How did you get into it? 
I’ve been a specialist short game teacher for a few
years, but wanted to get back into a business 
environment. 

what other jobs have you done? 
Golf Professional, Housemaster, Youth & Drugs worker for 
The Princes Trust, Business Development Manager.

what do you like about your current job? 
Working with genuine people and so far the industry 
seems full of them. 
 
what changes have you seen during your time in the 
industry? 
In golf it has been the big headed drivers and development 
of the golf ball which “should” have made it easier for 
everybody

what do you like to do in your spare time? 
All sports, but my main enjoyment now comes from 
raising money for cancer charities through running. I’m 
currently training to run three marathons in three days in 
three countries!

where do you see yourself in 10 years time? 
Coaching Scotland to Rugby Union success or getting 
ready to caddie for my son when he turns pro at 15.

who do you consider to be your best friends in the 
industry? 
Difficult to say because everybody so far has been 
extremely helpful, but obviously Scott and Kirstin of 
BIGGA.

what do you consider to be your lucky number? 
3. It’s a magic number

Duncan has chosen Richard Fry, of Greenlink.

duncan bagshaw of 
nomow Golf comes 
under the spotlight

Our regular and random profile of an industry figure 
continues with this month’s lucky number...

assistant 
Profile
Each month we take a light hearted look 
into the life of an assistant greenkeeper...

name: Michael McLerie
age: 27
Golf Club: Haggs Castle 
position: First Assistant
nickname: Mick

How long have you been greenkeeping? 
10 years.

what was it about the career that attracted you? 
My uncle was a greenkeeper and that gave me my 
first taste of greenkeeping. I play golf and enjoy the 
outdoors.

If you weren’t a greenkeeper what would you be? 
College lecturer in greenkeeping.

which task do you enjoy and why? 
Preparing the course for a tournament, because it 
gives you a lift to see the course at it’s best.

which task do you least enjoy doing and why? 
Although necessary, I hate the mess of greasing 
machinery.

what one thing other than a pay rise would 
improve the greenkeepers lot? 
That greenkeeping technology continues to improve, 
leading to better machinery for the greenstaff and 
playing conditions for the golfer.

Hobbies? 
Golf, online gaming, reading, music. 

Favourite band? 
The Beatles

which team do you support? 
Celtic and AC Milan

what is your claim to fame? 
Meeting and shaking Billy McNeil’s hand.

Michael McLerie, 
follower of both AC 
Milan and Celtic 
football teams, 
is the subject 
of this month’s 
interrogation...



puzzle 
answers 

on 
page 61

intheshed
Our monthly puzzle page to keep you 
entertained when you’re forced indoors..

monSTer 
SUdoKU
Fill in the grid so 
that every row, every 
column and every 
4x4 box contains the 
numbers 0 to 9 and 
the letters A to E.

aCroSS

1 International yachting 
regatta last held in 2003 (8,3)
7 Prevent from speaking (3)
9 US comic actor who 
played Coach Calhoun in the 
Grease films (3,6)
10 From that time (5)
11 Snow sport transport 
(3-4)
13 Greek letter, equivalent of 
O (7)
14 Composition by George 
Gershwin - anagram of 
PRUDISH BALONEY (8,2,4)
16 Fictional detective whose 
brother is called Mycroft (8,6)
20 Put into practice (7)
21 Star Trek craft captained 
by Kathryn Janeway (7)
22 Diacritical mark used to 
indicate short vowel sound 
(5)
23 Strips of timber typically 
used in N American house 
construction (9)
25 The band famous for 
“There She Goes” (3)
26 US national park located 
primarily in Wyoming (11)

down

1 Help, be of service (6)
2 1978 Alan Parker film 
whose title is prison slang for 
an attempted escape (8,7)
3 Traditional Scandinavian 
rug (3)
4 Kingdom surrounded 
entirely by the Republic of 
South Africa (7)
5 Hasty, perfunctory (7)
6 Traditional Lent 
performance (7,4)
7 Argentine battleship 
sunk during the Falklands 
conflict (7,8)
8 Channel Island whose 
capital is St Peter Port (8)
12 Without caution (11)
15 City whose soccer teams 
include Galatasaray and 
Fenerbahce (8)
17 Supplement to a will (7)
18 Willing to try (often, 
to prevent a crime as it is 
committed) (4-1-2)
19 Upper part of the nose (6)
24 Form of public transport 
(3)

CroSSword

SUdoKU
Fill in the grid so 
that every row, every 
column and every 9 
box shape contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

1. Tiger Wood’s won the Bridgestone Invitational to bring up a significant 

number of wins on the PGA Tour. Was it 50, 60 or 70?

2. In the days of the old football stadia – who played at Roker Park, 

Highfield Road and Muirton Park?

3. Which World Heavyweight Champion had an unbeaten record of 49 

wins?

4. Which was the last club Fabio Capello managed before joining 

England?

5. Who holds the record for the most successful consecutive kicks in 

international rugby union?

6. Which two sports have been recommended to become Olympic Sports 

in 2016?

7. Which of these courses has not hosted an Open Golf Championship – 

Musselburgh; Royal Portrush; Royal Dornoch or Prestwick?

8. Who are England’s leading Test Cricket run scorer and wicket taker?

9.  Name Britain’s last five Formula 1 World Champions.

QUICK ‘nIne HoLe’ QUIZ
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PREMIER ALL-WEATHER SURFACES FOR GOLF

Top quality practice tees, golf course tees, putting 
& pitching greens, pathways, patios, cart tracks 
and lawns professionally designed and installed.

Huxley Practice Tee at St Andrews Links

Tel: 01962 733222
 sales@huxleygolf.co.uk

www.huxleygolf.com

For better penetration

TINES‘R’US
Order on-line:

www.tines.co.uk
email:sales@tines.co.uk

Tel: 0114 2513344

Call us on 0044 (0) 870 8720081
www.ttirrigation.co.uk

TOPTURF IRRIGATION 
IS THE LEADING DEALER
INSTALLER & SERVICING AGENT 
FOR OTTERBINE BAREBO 
AERATION EQUIPMENT 
2006, 2007 & 2008

• AERATION
• AGRONOMY
•  ALL WEATHER 

SUrFaCeS
• BRIDGES
•  CLOTHING/FOOTWEAR
• CONSTRUCTION
• DE SILTING
• DRAINAGE
• GRINDERS
• IRRIGATION
•  IRRIGATION 

ConSUltantS
•  LAKE CONSTRUCTION 

lInerS
• PLANT
• PUMPS
• RUBBER CRUMB
• SLEEPERS
• SOIL FOOD WEB
• TOP DRESSING
• TREE MOVING
• TREE CLEARANCE
• TURF
• VERTIDRAINING HIRE
•  WASTE/WASHWATER 

treatMent

BUYerS 
GUIDe 
CateGorIeS

Want to sell 
Second Hand  
Machinery?

Advertise all your machines 
For only £30 per month

www.bigga.org.uk/classifieds
Or call Kirstin on  
01347 833800

aeratIon

KEITH DRIVER
(SPORTSTURF CONTRACTOR)

124 Warren Road, Woodingdean, Brighton BN2 6DB

(WITH NO SURFACE DISTURBANCE)

Tel:01273 679994  Mobile:07958 532008

HYDROJECT
AERATION AND CHEMICAL
INJECTION SERVICE

all WeatHer SUrFaCeS

Bruce Jamieson Golf Advisors Ltd, is an 
established company offering expert advice on;

Contact: Bruce Jamieson
Forth House, Bracknell Lane, Hartley Wintney, Hants, RG27 8QP
Telephone: 01252 844847

● Golf Course maintenance
● Tournament preparation & presentation
● Machinery selection
● Budgeting
● Staff recruitment
● Soil & turf analysis
● Establishment of new golf courses

B Jamieson
Golf Advisors Ltd

aGronoMY

aeratIon

Lovie Quarry & Concrete Products is a family owned com-
pany which started back in 1941, and over much of that 
time quarrying and manufacturing has been the mainstay of 
our business supplying the local construction industry with 
aggregates, Ready-mix concrete which is BSI accredited & 
Precast concrete, including concrete blocks.

For the past 15 years the company been involved in the 
production and supply of specialised materials utilised 
in the construction and maintenance of golf courses and 
sports playing fields.

These products are produced using aggregates, processed 
through modern plant. Extensive quarry deposits and con-
tinual capital investment in plant and machinery guarantee 
long term supply of the product.

The aggregates are washed pre-ceding and during the 
screening process, removing any impurities, including silt 
and clay. In house quality control ensures consistent prod-
uct, compliant with current specifications including USGA 
guidelines.

Lovie Quarry and Concrete Products operate within an 
ISO 9001 quality system, striving for continual improve-
ment and ultimately customer satisfaction. 

The company’s customer base reaches the length of 
Scotland from Musselburgh in the South to Dornoch in the 
north.

lovie Quarry 
& Concrete 
products
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Specialists 
in Golf
Course

Construction

JOHN GREASLEY LIMITED
“Ashfield House” • 1154 Melton Road

Syston • Leicester • LE7 2HB

Tel: 0116 269 6766
Mobile: 07836 553899

Fax: 0116 269 6866

Construction  Remodelling
Water Features

Tel: 01604 468908
Fax: 01604 474853
www.deltagolf2000.co.uk

180 Ruskin Road, Kingsthorpe,
Northampton NN2 7TA

De-SIltInG

SPEEDCUT
CONTRACTORS LTD

SPORTSTURF
Construction 

Drainage 
Renovation

Sandslitting
Contact: Kevin Smith

OXFORD 01865 331479

Traditional
drainage and

Lytag banding
of greens and fairways

Tel: 01785 812706
E: NSIrrigation@aol.com

www.northstaffsirrigation.co.uk

Golf Course Drainage
Specialist

For fast and friendly UK 
service call:

Melvyn Taylor
on 01283 551417
or 07836 259133

www.turfdry.com

Golf Course Drainage 
Survey / Design / Installation / Greens / 
Fairways / Bunkers / Complete Courses
Plastic Pipe / Turfdry Drainage System

For fast and friendly Nationwide Service

Contact Melvyn Taylor: 01283 551417
07836 259133 / melvyn@turfdry.com

www.turfdry.com

DraInaGe

GrInDerS
PHILIP DIXON

Contractors Ltd Est. 1978
Sportsturf Drainage Specialists

Golf Course • Sportsfield
Drainage • Construction • Renovation

Slitting/Banding • Vertidraining
Groundbreaker • Sand Master

Topdressing • Overseeding
Spraying • Cultivation

Tel: 01772 877289
Fax: 01772 877479 (Preston, Lancs)

www.dixondrainage.co.uk

DraInaGeDraInaGe

Scotland Based

Meiklem Drainage 
Contractors Ltd

Sportsturf Drainage  
Specialists

Golf Courses - Sportsfields
Drainage  * Construction  

* Slitting/Banding
Contact Meiklem Drainage on: 

T: 01383 830217
M: 07808 897 300

E: Meiklem@btopenworld.com

AGRONOMY

Visit www.bigga.org.uk
and check out the
latest chat 
from the
greenkeeping
industry 

Reading: 01189  884 888
Guildford: 01483 286 837

The Ultimate 
Driving Range

Cirencester: 01285 652 272
Devizes: 01380  730 003

Ashford: 01233 619 290
Bristol: 01454  415 428

www.listerwilder.co.uk

Why dredge it!  
We will pump it.

• Ponds 

• Water Courses 

• Lakes
Your project problem is my challenge!

Tel: JEX PLANT UK LTD  01945 420404

MOB:07768 234336

WEBSITE: www.jexplantukltd.co.uk

Email: bossjex@btinternet.com  
NATURAL ENGLAND APPROVED CONTRACTOR

ConStrUCtIon

Advertise here
from as little as £250  

for a FULL 6 MONTHS,  
full colour, please call 

Kirstin on 01347 833 832 
or email 

kirstin@bigga.co.uk

Tel. 01722 716361
www.mjabbott.co.uk

GOLF COURSE & SPORTSGROUND
CONSTRUCTION

RENOVATION & MAINTENANCE

IRRIGATION SYSTEMS

LAND DRAINAGE SCHEMES

WATER MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS

BrIDGeS

CLOTHING / FOOTWEAR

AFT Trenchers Ltd

AFT45
For compact tractors from

20hp
With chain or slitting wheel, augers

or conveyor to quickly install
drainage systems, pipes or cables

as and when needed.
Tel: +44(0)1787 311811

Email: info@trenchers.co.uk
www.trenchers.co.uk

AFT ad> Bigga 40x40mm:.  6/5/

LOVELL.D.K.    
MAKING IT EASY

42 Admers Crescent, Gunns Farm, Liphook Hants, GU30 7HP
The all new PORTABLE DITCH CROSSING

No more wear or damage 
No more repair before and after ditch 

Your fairways stay the same
Call David on 01428 727 685 

or email: david@lovelldk.fsnet.co.uk
OTHER BRIDGES AVAILABLE

DRAIN TODAY - PLAY TOMORROW

Phone: 01507 578288
Fax: 01507 578790

info@sheltonsdrainage.com 
www.sheltonsdrainage.com

Machine sales
Hire and contracting services

SPORTS TURF DRAINAGE
AND CONSTRUCTION
NATIONWIDE SERVICE

www.turfdry.com
Contact: Melvyn Taylor

Office: 01283 551417 Mobile: 07836 259133
Email: melvyn@turfdry.com

Classifieds
To advertise in this section contact 

Peter Britton on 01747 855335
email: peter@pitchcare.com

125

DRAINAGE

Miles Drainage Limited
Quality Land Drainage Systems for Sports
Pitches, Golf Courses and other Amenity

Areas
•Advice, design and installation
•Piped systems •Sand Slitting

•Gravel Banding
Tel: 01359 259424 Fax: 01359 258073

Web: www.milesdrainage.co.uk
Email: trenchers@milesdrainage.co.uk

Traditional

drainage and

Lytag banding
of greens and fairways

Tel: 01785 812706
E: NSIrrigation@aol.com

www.northstaffsirrigation.co.uk

Cost effective drainage
quick and neat trenching work with

minimal disruption to play.

AFT Trenchers  
Tel: 01787 311811

info@trenchers.co.uk www.trenchers.co.uk
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PHILIP DIXON
Contractors Ltd Est. 1978
Sportsturf Drainage Specialists

Golf Course • Sportsfield
Drainage • Construction • Renovation

Slitting/Banding • Vertidraining
Groundbreaker • Sand Master

Topdressing • Overseeding
Spraying • Cultivation

Tel: 01772 877289
Fax: 01772 877479 (Preston, Lancs)
www.dixondrainage.co.uk

To subscribe to pitchcare
magazine log on to
www.pitchcare.com 
or telephone 01902 440 252

where a
surface has
been poorly
maintained
and has got to
the point
where it
requires
specialist
treatment.  

Some
surfaces
encountered
are so bad, due
to neglect or
ignorance, that you can’t actually
see the playing surface. It never
ceases to amaze me that what
looks like a basket case, can be
transformed into a first class
playing surface, with playing
characteristics as good as natural
turf. As the nature of this kind of
work is very specialist the
company travels far and wide, up,
down, and across the country,
literally to all points of the
compass, both in the UK and
overseas.  

I have also been surprised at
the broad spectrum of the
company’s client base, ranging
from a privately owned tennis
court in someone’s back garden,
through to Premier League
training facilities.

Artificial surfaces are usually
constructed for year round play,
and can be
located in areas
where they
receive lots of
wear, which a
natural turf
surface could not
sustain, such as a
local authority
pitch in a built up
area. And, when I
say a built up
area, they can be
exactly that, built
up, to the point
where we have to
employ a crane to
be able to access
the pitch with the machinery.  

In cases like this, it is not
viewed as a problem, but as a
challenge. As with any playing
surface, natural or artificial, the
timing and speed at which the
maintenance operations are
carried out are very important, as
the surfaces are usually fully
booked up, whether they are a
local authority pitch, private tennis
club or school.

There are lots of pros and cons
in the natural verses artificial
debate, and that is a discussion

that could go on and on. Which
one provides the best playing
surface, I could not say, as it
depends on more than the skill of
the groundsman. The finished
surfaces are dependant on the
initial performance characteristics
specified for them, the design and
build quality, the budget allocated
for their maintenance, the
environment in which they will be
located, and how much wear they
will be subjected to.  

What is apparent is that no two
surfaces are the same, and the
nature of the problems
encountered is dependant on the
type of surface and the
maintenance it has or hasn’t
received. Research into the
optimum construction method and
the ideal maintenance regime is
ongoing for both natural turf and
artificial surfaces.  

The development of new
technologies for the maintenance
of artificials is where I step in at
Sweepfast but,
due to
commercial
sensitivity, I
can’t explain
the new
technology we
are
developing,
but watch this
space!

If it’s drainage, it has to be Duncan Ross!

DESIGN : INSTALLATION : MAINTENANCE
Pitch Construction : Piped Drainage Systems : Sand Slitting

Blec Vibro Sand Banding : Koro Surfacing : Vertidraining : Topdressing : Overseeding

Appley Bridge, Wigan, Lancashire WN6 9DT
t 01257 255321 f 01257 255327 e office@duncanrosslanddrainage.co.uk

www.duncanrosslanddrainage.co.uk

Pitch Construction : Piped Drainage Systems
Sand Slitting : Blec Vibro Sand Banding

Koro Surfacing : Vertidraining : Topdressing : Overseeding

If it’s drainage, it has to be Duncan Ross!

Pitch Construction : Piped Drainage Systems
Sand Slitting : Blec Vibro Sand Banding

Koro Surfacing : Vertidraining : Topdressing : Overseeding

If it’s drainage, it has to be Duncan Ross!
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www.gkwear.co.uk

Greenkeeper
Wear

FOR FREE CATALOGUE
Phone 01334 653733

Shop Online
25% Discount for

BIGGA Members - Register Now
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Design & installation of irrigation 
systems for all sportsturf & 

landscaping projects.

Phone: 01427 874200
Fax: 01427 875333

Specialising in:-
● Existing system evaluation 
● System design & upgrade
● Project management

Contact Roger Davey on:

01823 690216
www.irritechlimited.co.uk

Independent Irrigation Consultants

irritech limited

IrrIGatIon 
ConSUltantS

IrrIGatIon

Call Lely: 01480 226848 or 
email: irrigation.uk@lely.com

www.toro.comwww.toro.com

Call Lely: 01480 226848 or 
email: irrigation.uk@lely.com

IrrigationIrrigation

LIQUID ASSET
MANAGEMENT
LIQUID ASSET
MANAGEMENT

The use of RUBBER CRUMB on
grass as top dressing has been

granted a PATENT in the UK and
Ireland under Number EP0788301BI

TEBBUTT ASSO.
ARE THE LICENSEES
with CROWN III rubber crumb Turf
Reinforcement, the licensed product

Contact Tebbutt Asso.
on 01253 342003 or Fax 01253 346644
e-mail: tebbuttassociates@tiscali.co.uk

www.tebbuttassociates.co.uk

rUBBer CrUMB

pUMpS

plant

lake ConStrUCtIon lInerS

Liners for lakes, ponds and
storage lagoons from the 
UK’s leading contractor

Comprehensive advice 
regarding design and 
construction of water areas

Tel: 01206 262676  
www.geosynthetic.co.uk

To advertise within 
Greenkeeper International 

please contact Kirstin on 
01347 833 832

or email 
kirstin@bigga.co.uk 
 Advertising rates:

1/4 page - £570
1/2 page_ £790

Full page - £1500

Want to sell 
Second Hand  
Machinery?

Advertise all your machines 
For only £30 per month

www.bigga.org.uk/classifieds
Or call Kirstin on  
01347 833800

AGRONOMY

Visit www.bigga.org.uk
and check out the
latest chat 
from the
greenkeeping
industry 

Area Dealer

B
T
L
I
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• Servicing
• Service Contracts
• System Upgrades

• PC Systems

• Design/Advice
• New Installations

• Contracting
• Supply & Sales

Tel. 01765 602175 or 01765 690598
Fax 01765 603488

Email:sales@par4.co.uk
www.par4.co.uk

Independent Professional 
Irrigation, Golf Courses, 
Bowling Greens, Sports, 

Racecourses, Gardens

Please call 0870 8720081
www.ttirrigation.co.uk

LEADING THE WAY IN IRRIGATION
• DESIGN
• INSTALLATION
• SERVICING

FOR GOLF COURSES, STADIA,
RACECOURSES, BOWLING GREENS,
PRIVATE GARDENS & LAKES.

Advertise here
from as little as £250  

for a FULL 6 MONTHS,  
full colour, please call 

Kirstin on 01347 833 832 
or email 

kirstin@bigga.co.uk

sales@johnwoodsnurseries.co.uk 
www.johnwoodsnurseries.co.uk

Main Rd, Pettistree, Woodbridge, Suffolk IP13 OHH

Sales hotline: 01728 745145

Proven growers of hardy  
nursery stock, call for advice on  

your next grounds planting / 
landscaping project.

Advertise here
from as little as £250  

for a FULL 6 MONTHS,  
full colour, please call 

Kirstin on 01347 833 832 
or email 

kirstin@bigga.co.uk
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SleeperS

FOR ALL YOUR BULK SUPPLIES
NATIONWIDE DELIVERIES
01858 464346 / 433003

www.banksamenity.co.uk

tree MoVInG

Specialist Growers of 
Turf for Golf Courses

Rootzone Turf for Greens
Grown on USGA rootzone, 

top-dressed throughout the year, 
and mown at 6mm. 

Predominantly bent sward

Turf for Tees, Surrounds, 
Approaches and Fairways

Various mixtures including 
ryegrass/fescue, 100% fescue, 

and bent/fescue grown 
on sandy loam topsoil.

NEW for 2007
RTF turf for pathways 

and bunker banks.
Tees supplied and laid, with 

optional precision laser grading.

Tel: 01652 678 000
www.tillersturf.co.uk

NEW for 2009
Turf for bunker revetting  

and bunker lining.
Tees supplied and laid, with 

optional laser grading.

VertIDraInInG HIre

WASTE/WASHWATER 
treatMent

Hydrotech Solutions
• Golf Machinery Wash Water Treatment
• Positive Filtration – Non-Biological
• 200 + Systems Installed Worldwide
• Simple, Low Cost Installation
• Low Running Costs

Tel: 01925 758099
Fax: 01925 757519

www.grassgrabber.com
Email: info@hydrotechsolutionsltd.co.uk

20 years of golf turf experience 
5 golf grades including high bent 
Greens on USGA rootzone, RTF for 
stabilisation/drought tolerance, 

Wildflower Turf,
and new Low Maintenance turf

Tel: 01904 448675
www.turf.co.uk

tUrF

top DreSSInGS

tUrF

RAILWAY 
SLEEPERS

Quality 
Guaranteed

• New or used 
• Hard or softwood 
• Crossing timbers

Fineturf Products 
TEL: 01702 338686

VertIDraInInG 
HIre

To advertise within 
Greenkeeper International 
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Full page - £1500

Advertise here
from as little as £250  

for a FULL 6 MONTHS,  
full colour, please call 

Kirstin on 01347 833 832 
or email 

kirstin@bigga.co.uk

Advertise here
from as little as £250  

for a FULL 6 MONTHS,  
full colour, please call 
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kirstin@bigga.co.uk
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Look at the latest... 
Second Hand Machinery 

...for sale
www.bigga.org.uk/classifieds

Want to sell 
Second Hand  
Machinery?

Advertise all your machines 
For only £30 per month

www.bigga.org.uk/classifieds
Or call Kirstin on  
01347 833800




