Letters

LIFE MEMBER
Dear BIGGA,

It is with great sadness that | write to inform BIGGA staff and members of
the passing of Richard ‘Dick’ Dugan at the beginning of April.

Following a long term iliness Dick passed away on Saturday, April 4.
A well respected and fully committed greenkeeper and member of BIGGA
he will be particularly missed by all at Glencorse Golf Club. Dick remained
active at Glencorse for many years after his retirement, combining his
Course Ranger duties with helping myself and the greenkeeping staff on
the course. He will be remembered most for his larger than life personality
and his enthusiasm for all that he did. I'm sure | speak for all that knew
him in saying that he will be greatly missed and our thoughts are with his
wife Helen and his family.

Kind regards

lan Bell

Head Greenkeeper
Glencorse Golf Club

Please email your letters to Scott MacCallum, scott@bigga.co.uk
or Melissa Jones, melissa@bigga.co.uk

SITESAFE

For Golf...

Garage - Workshop - Storage

Housing - Welfare Units - Pavilion - Toilets
Modular er Self-contained

Chemicals &
Flammables

Staff Welfare

Groundsman's
Building

Irrigation Pump Housing Club House

For further inlormation or 1o &scuss your requinements please contach:
IRVINE WESTOM on Tel: 01427 752058 / Fax: 01427 754337 or

Cleveland Sitesafe Ltd. Riverside Works, Dockside Road, Middiesbrough,
T53 BAT. Ted: 01642 244863 | Fax: 01642 244664
Email; sales@cleveland-sitesale Nd.uk Websile: www.cleveland-sitesate Bd.uk
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QUIZ ANSWERS

1.Maureen O’Sullivan in Tarzan

The Ape Man
2.Jimmy Wales

3.CQD - CQ was a general call

to all ships and D signalled

Distress

MONSTER SUDOKO

4. Basset hound

5. Poet’s Corner

6.20/20

7.To pawn (weasel was a
shoemakers tool)

8. Red

9. Seven (one represents
Scotland)

(c) Daily Sudoku Ltd 2009. Al rights reserved.
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BUYERS’ GUIDE

Dealing with
grass wear
problems

Improvements in seed and fertiliser have reduced grass
wear on golf courses and other active grassed play areas,
but there are still problem areas that require assistance,
particularly pathways, standing areas, goal mouths and
tees.

A recognised treatment for pathways is Crown lll, a patent particulate
rubber crumb, that is either tined into the sward using a verti-drain
or mixed into the root zone prior to seeding or turfing. This improves
the grass life by at least three times providing that at least 6 kilo s/
sq/m is employed. At a cost of £2 per square metre the compaction is
reduced and the aeration and drainage is improved giving the increase
in grass life.

Where there are wet areas that take time to dry out leading to
muddy conditions, or a high degree of erosion due to a stony substrate
or excessive foot traffic a more robust system is required. Other methods
of mesh, grids and cells made from plastic all have failings for one
reason or another.

The most satisfactory system for a golf course or other heavy foot
traffic areas, that fall into this category, is the Rubber Grass Mat. These
large rubber Mats 1m x 1.5m and 1 inch thick are full of hole through
which the grass can grow. They are inset into the surface and the grass
grows through the hole. The crown of the plant is protected by the collar
of rubber. Hence after a few weeks they disappear from view.

Artificial turf is often the last resort, but is useful for pathways,
steps and Tees. The Pathturf is a 24mm fibre in a rubber backing that
is filled with a mix of sand and rubber crumb. For sleepers and other
wooden areas Top Turf No 4 can be used, straight onto the steps with
an adhesive

The Tee Turf F is a 60mm fibre which is filled with rubber crumb
and sand, it will hold a tee, or allow play directly from the surface. It
does require some maintenance to keep its condition. No maintenance
is require on the Tee Turf NF, which is a dense pile in which tees can be
used or you play from the surface.

These solutions are available from Tebbutt Associates on 01253
342003, Fax 01253 346644 or E mail tebbuttasso@btconnect.com

BUYERS
GUIDE
CATEGORIES

* AERATION

* AGRONOMY

e ALL WEATHER SURFACES

* ANTI-SLIP

¢ CLOTHING/FOOTWEAR

* CONSTRUCTION

* DE SILTING

* DRAINAGE

* GRINDERS

* IRRIGATION

* IRRIGATION CONSULTANTS

* LAKE CONSTRUCTION LINERS

* PUMPS

* RUBBER CRUMB

* SLEEPERS

* SOIL FOOD WEB

* TOP DRESSING

* TREE MOVING

* TREE CLEARANCE

* TURF

* VERTIDRAINING HIRE

* WASTE/WASHWATER
TREATMENT

ADVERTISE HERE

from as little as £250
for a FULL 6 MONTHS,

full colour, please call
Kirstin on 01347 833 832
or email
kirstin@bigga.co.uk

AERATION

AERATION

HYDROJECT.

AERATION AND CHEMICAL % ..
INJECTION SERVICE SNk
(WITH NO SURFACE DISTURBANCE) h a 5
KEITH DRIVER \a'
(SPORTSTURF CONTRACTOR)

Tel: 01273 679994 Mobile: 07958 532008
124 Warren Road, Woodingdean, Brighton BN2 6DB
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TOPTURF IRRIGATION
IS THE LEADING DEALER
INSTALLER & SERVICING AGENT

FOR OTTERBINE BAREBO
AERATION EQUIPMENT
2006, 2007 & 2008

Advertise all your machines
For only £30 per month

Or call Kirstin on
01347 833800
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For better penetration

TINES ‘R’ US

Tel: 0114 2513344

Use Airforce

Advanced Terralift technology

L 1 L -— ny

TERRAIN AERATION
T: 01449 673783 F: 01449 614564
email: terrainaeration@aol.com
www.terrainaeration.com

AGRONOMY

B Jamieson

Golf Advisors Ltd

Bruce Jamieson Golf Advisors Ltd, is an
established company offering expert advice on;

@ Golf Course maintenance

@ Tournament preparation & presentation

@ Machinery selection

@ Budgeting

@ Staff recruitment

@ Soil & turf analysis

@ Establishment of new golf courses
Contact: Bruce Jamieson
Forth House, Bracknell Lane, Hartley Wintney, Hants, RG27 8QP
Telephone: 01252 844847
Email: bruce.jamieson@btconnect.com  www.bjgolf.co.uk




ALL WEATHER SURFACES

Fluxley Cjolh

PREMIER ALL-WEATHER SURFACES FOR GOLF

Huxley Practice Tee at St Andrews Links

Top quality practice tees, golf course tees, putting
& pitching greens, pathways, patios, cart tracks
and lawns professionally designed and installed.

Official Supplier

Tel: 01962 733222
sales@huxleygolf.co.uk
www.huxleygolf.com

Visit www.bigga.org.uk

latest chat
from the
greenkeeping
industry

GRP Anti-Slip Panels

www.gripclad.co.uk
Email: enquiries@gripclad.co.uk
Tel: 023 8040 4952
Fax: 023 8040 2563

CLOTHING / FOOTWEAR

e

Hogqs. of Fife

FAMQUS SCOTTISH GREENKEEPER WEAR

Europe’s Leading Suppliers of
Clothing & Footwear for
Professional Greenkeepers

CONTACT US FOR FREE CATALOGUE
Tel. 01334 653733 Fax. 01334 653553
sales@hogys.co.uk

Online Store www.gkwear.co.uk

CONSTRUCTION

MJABBOTT

LIMITED

GOLF COURSE & SPORTSGROUND
CONSTRUCTION

RENOVATION & MAINTENANCE
IRRIGATION SYSTEMS

LAND DRAINAGE SCHEMES
WATER MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS

Tel. 01722 716361
www.mjabbott.co.uk

Delia y I."I
» I
2000 Limited

Construction  Remodelling
Water Features

180 Ruskin Road, Kingsthorpe,
Northampton NN2 7TA

Specialists
in Golf
Course

Construction

JOHN GREASLEY LIMITED

“Ashfield House” * 1154 Melton Road
Syston ° Leicester * LE7 2HB

Tel: 0116 269 6766
Mobile: 07836 553899
Fax: 0116 269 6866

DE-SILTING

Why dredge it!
We will pump it.
¢ Ponds
o Water Courses
e Lakes

Your project problem is my challenge!
Tel: JEX PLANT UK LTD 01945 420404
MOB:07768 234336
WEBSITE: www.jexplantukltd.co.uk

Email: bossjex@btinternet.com
NATURAL ENGLAND APPROVED CONTRACTOR

SPEEDCUT

CONTRACTORS LTD
SPORTSTURF

Construction
Drainage
Renovation
Sandslitting

Contact: Kevin Smith
OXFORD 01865 331479

Tur

h——
Golf Course Drainage

Survey / Design / Installation / Greens /
Fairways / Bunkers / Complete Courses
Plastic Pipe / Turfdry Drainage System

For fast and friendly Nationwide Service

Contact Melvyn Taylor: 01283 551417
07836 259133 / melvyn@turfdry.com

www.turfdry.com

DRAINAGE DRAINAGE

PHILIP DIXON
Contractors Ltd Est. 1978
Sportsturf Drainage Specialists

Golf Course ° Sportsfield
Drainage * Construction * Renovation
Slitting/Banding * Vertidraining
Groundbreaker ¢ Sand Master
Topdressing * Overseeding
Spraying ¢ Cultivation

Tel: 01772 877289
Fax: 01772 877479 (Preston, Lancs)
www.dixondrainage.co.uk

D/uncan Rossw

@ Sportsturf Drainage Specialists

MAINTENANCE
drainage Systems
Banc

Appley Bridge, Wigan, Lancs WN6 9DT
101257 255321 {01257 255327

e office@duncanrosslanddrainage.co.uk
www.duncanrosslanddrainage.co.uk

Traditional
drainage and
Lytag banding

of greens and fairways

Morth Staffs

IRRIGATION

Tel: 01785 812706
E: NSIrrigation@aol.com
www.northstaffsirrigation.co.uk

Scotland Based

Meiklem Drainage

Contractors Ltd
Sportsturf Drainage
Specialists
Golf Courses - Sportsfields
Drainage * Construction
* Slitting/Banding

Contact Meiklem Drainage on:

T: 01383 830217
M: 07808 897 300
E: Meiklem@btopenworid.com

—
I\ ' JHUNTER

GRINDERS

Tel: 01207 270 316

email: admin@huntergrinders.com

vaw.huntergrinders.corD

LISTERZWILDER

STAY SHARP IN 2009
FREE BACK LAPPING PASTE
WITH EVERY RE-GRI

Worth £40

4,5Kg
- 10lb tub
Ockham: 01483 286 837
Oxford: 01491 838 388
Reading: 01189 884 888

Ashford: 01233 619 290
Cirencester: 01285 652 272
Devizes: 01380 730003
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BUYERS’ GUIDE

IRRIGATION LAKE CONSTRUCTION LINERS

Key Sponsorship

Making a difference to
greenkeeper education

To find out more,
Call Rosie on 01347 833800

Hunfer

Topturf

¢P‘R Independent Professional

Irrigation, Golf Courses,
F X )2 Bowling Greens, Sports,
"LQ Racecourses, Gardens

« Design/Advice + Servicing

+New Installations  + Service Contracts

« Contracting
- Supply & Sales

« System Upgrades
« PC Systems

Tel. 01765 602175 or 01765 690598
Fax 01765 603488 |"| B
@ Email:sales@par4.co.uk i
www.par4.co.uk ] r !
Area Dealer A

T&G &

[RRIGATION

Design & installation of irrigation
systems for all sportsturf &
landscaping projects.

Phone: 01427 874200
Fax: 01427 875333

Please call 0870 8720081
| www.ttirrigation.co.uk

\ y

Advertise all your machines
For only £30 per month

Or call Kirstin on
01347 833800

Design
Installation
Service
Irrigation supplies

Morth Staffs

IRRIGATION

Tel: 01785 81270

E: N3Irmigation&aol con

P MDA TS LE “"' e L0 L

Toaa [

Hunter
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latest chat
from the
greenkeeping
industry

Heron
Specialist in the design and
manufacture of Irrigation
Controllers

Stand alone or PC operated

01903 724343
W B rom —alectric, coam

Hafrogate"

EDUCATION
17 - 21 January 2010

EXHIBITION
19 - 21 January 2010

.\'i.rxﬂ.".nr.harrugatr_‘week.urg.uk

A

ADVERTISE HERE
from as little as £250
for a FULL 6 MONTHS,
full colour, please call
Kirstin on 01347 833 832
or email
kirstin@bigga.co.uk

IRRIGATION
CONSULTANTS

Liners for lakes, ponds and
storage lagoons from the
UK’s leading contractor

Comprehensive advice

@ regarding design and

construction Of water areas

Tel: 01206 262676

www.geosynthetic.co.uk

A

v
~ITT Lowara

Lowara Quality Pumps &
Variable Speed Drives.
T: 01297 630230
F: 01297 630270
E: lowaraukenquiries@itt.com
www.lowara.co.uk

Engineered for life
RUBBER CRUMB

The use of RUBBER CRUMB on
grass as top dressing has been
granted a PATENT in the UK and

Ireland under Number EP0788301BI

TEBBUTT ASSO.
ARE THE LICENSEES

with CROWN Il rubber crumb Turf
Reinforcement, the licensed product

Contact Tebbutt Asso.
on 01253 342003 or Fax 01253 346644
e-mail: tebbuttassociates@tiscali.co.uk
www.tebbuttassociates.co.uk

irritech limited

Independent Irrigation Consultants
Specialising in:-

@ Existing system evaluation

@ System design & upgrade

® Project management

Contact Roger Davey on:
01823 690216

www.irritechlimited.co.uk

Advertise all your machines
For only £30 per month

Or call Kirstin on
01347 833800




SLEEPERS TREE MOVING TURF VERTIDRAINING HIRE

Quality

RAILWAY
SLEEPERS

* New or used
- Hard or softwood
- Crossing timbers

Fineturf Products
TEL: 01702 338686

@i:ﬂ

Tel: 01428 685762
email: fineturf@symbio.co.uk

TOP DRESSINGS

FENDRESS™ TOP DRESSINGS & ROOTZONES.
DRESSINGS FOR FAIRWAYS AND TEES.
SCREENED FENSOIL, LOAM & TOPSOIL.
BUNKER SAND & PATHWAY MATERIALS.

01858 464346 / 433003

www.banksamenity.co.uk

ADVERTISE HERE

from as little as £250
for a FULL 6 MONTHS,

full colour, please call
Kirstin on 01347 833 832
or email
kirstin@bigga.co.uk

deovre:

Producers of guality Top dressings,
Specialist sands, Rootzone solls,
Grit, Gravel and Pathway materials
for Golf Courses, Playing Fields
and Sporls Pitches
Cowbog, New Pilsligo, Frasarbungh,
Aberdesnshire, AB43 GPR

Tei: 01771 B5377T7T

gl Enlo s cvie. oo,k

www. lovie.co.uk

Garstang Golf Club

TREE MOVING
SERVICES
Call John on:
07718 782146

TREE CLEARANCE

www.drewgraham.co.uk

ADVERTISE HERE

from as little as £250
for a FULL 6 MONTHS,
full colour, please call
Kirstin on 01347 833 832
or email
kirstin@bigga.co.uk

W Lindum

taking grais @ step further
20 years of golf turf experience
5 golf grades including high bent
Greens on USGA rootzone, RTF for
stabilisation/drought tolerance,
Wildflower Turf,
and new Low Maintenance turf

Tel: 01904 448675
www.turf.co.uk

\'i.rm'.r.harrugatr_‘week.urg.uk

E. Tillers Turf

Specialist Growers of
Turf for Golf Courses

Rootzone Turf for Greens
Grown on USGA rootzone,
top-dressed throughout the year,
and mown at 6mm.
Predominantly bent sward

Turf for Tees, Surrounds,
Approaches and Fairways
Various mixtures including
ryegrass/fescue, 100% fescue,
and bent/fescue grown
on sandy loam topsoil.

NEW for 2009
Turf for bunker revetting
and bunker lining.
Tees supplied and laid, with
optional laser grading.

Tel: 01652 678 000
www.tillersturf.co.uk

Harrogate®

EDUCATION
17 - 21 January 2010

EXHIBITION
19 - 21 January 2010

VERTIDRAINING HIRE

WORTH
DRAINING

VERTI-DRAIN HIRE 2.5 & 1.6M
2M & 1.5M GROUNDEREAKER FOR HIRE
SAND SPREADING & OVERSEEDING
TOP DRESSING « SPRAYING
Distance no object
TelFax: 01476 550266
Mobile: 07855 431120
Email: werthdraining@talktalk.net
www.warth-draining.com

WASTE/WASHWATER
TREATMENT

Hydrotech Solutions

www.grassgrabber.com
Email: info@hydrotechsolutionsitd.co.uk

Advertise all your machines
For only £30 per month

Or call Kirstin on
01347 833800

WnﬁhtZ\#’afnr

BIOLOGICAL VEHICLE &
EQUIPMENT WASH-0OFF SYSTEMS

ESD Waste2Water Europe Lid.
Tel: 01782 373 878
Fax: 01782 373 763

E-mail; infoi@waste2water.com
Web:www, waste2water.com
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BIGGA MEMBERSHIP

BIGGA MEMBERSHIP

Greenkeeping can offer you a career for life

and a lifetime of learning

Student Membership of BIGGA
(for those studying full-time)

Greenkeeping is a rewarding and challenging career choice for all
ages and abilities from school leavers to those considering a career
change, let BIGGA help you develop your career as a greenkeeper by
becoming a Student Member.

Membership of BIGGA will provide you with: -
Greenkeeper International

The Association’s much read magazine packed with up to the minute
information and features providing you with valuable research and
perhaps even helping you with your assignments. Delivered FREE to
you door monthly.

Membership Handbook

Providing you with an extensive guide to the products and services
relating to the fine turf industry and the contact deails of the major
companies supplying those products and services. The Handbook also
includes a comprehensive greenkeeper membership section.

P

Harrogate Week BI|G Gé

- _--—|...||‘~ Entry to a world class trade event. The Trade Exhibition

rrﬂﬂl?ttf has over 200 exhibitors and 8,500 visitors. There

can be no better place to ‘Continue to Learn’ than

taking part in the education programme. Students will find much that

will demand their attention including seminars of specific interest.

On production of your Student membership card you can attend the

seminars FREE of charge. Not to mention the fantastic networking

opportunities available throughout the whole of this week, another
valuable way of learning...from those already in the industry.

On Course Field Guides

To aid with your study further, Student members are entitled to receive a
FREE copy of each of the field guides available in the series. Produced in
a handy to use and read format. Thanks to the contributors to the BIGGA
Education and Development Fund there are five in the series: -

Golf Course Grasses;

Identification and uses of the main grasses found in golf
course rough;

Identification of trees and shrubs on the golf course;
Identification of damage caused by mammals and birds;

The major diseases and pests of fine turf.

BIGGA Lending Library

Can't find the book you require in your local library or College Resource

Centre? Why not check our library listing to see if the BIGGA lending

library stocks the title for which you are looking? The lending library

is available to all BIGGA members, allowing them to borrow up to two
books for up six weeks, the only cost is return postage.

BIGGA Website
Check out the latest Jobs online by visiting www.bigga.org.uk

Application Form - for an application form either download a form
from the BIGGA website at www.bigga.org.uk/join/membership-
forms/ or contact the membership team on 01347 833800 option
1 for membership.

e eew—— -
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seca  Safety Management System

RJ International Golf Course

The BIGGA/GCMA Safety Management System, The Safety Management System contains
sponsored by Ransomes Jacobsen, has been help and guidance to enable golf clubs to:
developed to:

Set a Health & Safety Policy

List hazards and assess risks

Plan for the future

Introduce audit and review procedures

Make golf clubs safer

Introduce best practice

Standardise Health & Safety throughout golf
Reduce costs for golf clubs

The Safety Management System is accessed
through the Members area of the BIGGA
Why do you need a Safety Management System? website (www.bigga.org.uk) and the GCMA
website (www.gcma.org.uk)
Because:

¢ ltincorporates all your legal requirements to sponsored by
comply with Health & Safety Legislation

¢ Clubs have responsibilities f—yf
¢ There are penalties for not complying — up to RANSDM—_S
£20,000 fine and/or course closure LJAGQBS:N

¢ Golf clubs are hazardous places to work lA Textron Company



Chairman’s Column

DRIP DRIP DROP LITTLE APRIL
SHOWER?

It is not often | look forward to April showers
but this year they followed a dry end to March and
the rain arrived just when it was needed to kick off
some consistent grass growth. Spring renovation
of greens and tees on The International Course in
early April benefited from the improved conditions
with core holes growing over completely in two
weeks. Golfers are out playing on the firmer
surfaces unaware of the disruptive work that
has recently been done and the turf is in better
condition to withstand this season’s play.

time highlights the work done by the workshop
technicians when they are flat out re-grinding
cylinders and preparing every piece of cutting
equipment.

The work involved in maintaining golf course
equipment properly, demands the skills and
experience of trained staff together with an
adequately equipped workshop. Many clubs rely on
dealers and outside help whist some see in house
facilities as essential to the smooth running of
their operation. Whatever is appropriate, workshop
facilities need to be clean, well organized working
environments to attract the right staff and allow
them to do a good job. Unlike the car industry

There are just five weeks left to prepare The
Heritage Course before The European Open at the
end of May and making the most of the growing
conditions as early as possible now becomes really
important. Verti-cutting too early can easily set
the greens back but with limited time available
to apply light topdressings every opportunity to
get this done in the dry has to be utilised.

Lowering winter heights of cut on fairways
and approaches is timed well in advance of the
event with a further drop nearer the tournament.
Bottom blades on the fairway mowers will need
to be changed to allow greater flexibility on
cutting height in varying conditions. Tournament

58 Greenkeeper International

where the service bays these days look more
like the showrooms with not a drop of oil to be
seen, golf course workshops remain a less clinical
environment but that doesn’t stop us making the
best of what we have to offer.

There is a need to continue to interest young
people in this side of the business, as well as
greenkeeping, to ensure we have the skills and
experience to maintain all the equipment that we
all rely on so much. Salary levels reflect the demand
for those with good skills and experience to fill
these positions and when compared against the
values of the equipment fleets being maintained
represent a very worthwhile investment.

Turning to Association matters, the board has
discussed improving the way the sub committees
operate and to include non board members
in the Membership, Learning & Development,
Communications and Environment meetings. This
change will allow more BIGGA members up and
down the country the opportunity to contribute
their suggestions and ideas to the running of the
Association.

The current financial climate is causing most
of us, both at work and at home, to review finances
and see where economies can be made. The same
belt tightening process has been well underway
at BIGGA and wherever efficiency savings can be
made they will be.

The previous recession in the 1990’s affected
many clubs and caused them to take a long hard
look at their operations and strip out the ‘nice
to haves’ and pare down to just the essentials.
As course managers we only directly control the
expenditure side of the balance sheet however
clubs also had to refocus on what they needed to
do to create more income. It was an experience
and exercise that left those involved in a much
better position this time around to make the right
decisions at their clubs.

Strong competition has been the result of
the rapid expansion in the number of courses
built during the 1980’s and 1990’s. This coupled
now with a downturn in the economy and the
disappearance of most membership waiting lists
means the market for golfers is likely to remain
highly competitive. Unlike the last recession when
the new proprietary clubs bore the brunt of its
effects, members clubs are now feeling the pinch
to a much greater extent.

What does this mean for all of us in the
industry?

It provides a challenge for us to produce courses
that attract golfers to play at a price they are willing
to pay for. It also means that more will be asked
of us at a time when there will not necessarily be
any more resources. Deciding on priorities and
making choices is a skill we all have to learn and
put into practice and those that can grasp this
and help steer their clubs through the downturn
successfully will emerge better for it.

e
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Peter Todd
National Chairman



Quality on Demand

Baroness mowers have been produced with a golf course focus for
more than 50 years.

Our reel and bedknife technology has been the bedrock of our fine
turf reelmowers since the very first prototype 50 years ago.

Today we have a rapidly developing range designed to meet our
customer’s needs, our company’s primary goal. Our latest addition
to the range is the outstanding Baroness GM2800A rotary mower.

Baroness mowers — Quality on Demand!

RADANEGS

Distributed throughout the U.K. & Europe by:
KYOEISHA U.K. Ltd.

A subsidiary company of Kyoeisha Co. Ltd. of Japan,
manufacturers of quality machinery since 1910.

Kyoeisha U.K. Ltd., Unit 5 Hatch Industrial Park, Greywell Road,
Basingstoke, Hampshire RG24 7NG

tel: 01256 461591 ¢ email: sales@baronessuk.com ¢ www.baronessuk.com

Kyoeisha Co. Ltd of Japan, & ,‘ﬂ
alSO 9001 company =



