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South Coast Section

First of all a big thank you to Chris Bitten our Secretary for completing 
February’s Around The Green article. Unfortunately I was one of the many 
who fell to the dreadful bug that was going around at the turn of the year, 
but glad to say now I’m fighting fit.

I now have the dates for this year’s Golf Days. Our first outing is the Spring 
Tournament which will be held at Arlesford GC on Thursday, May 1. This is 
always a very special occasion as we always remember Colin White. So 
please come along and support what I know will be a very enjoyable day.

The Summer Tournament will be at Burley GC on Thursday, July 10; Autumn 
Tournament at Salisbury & South Wilts GC on Thursday, October 9 and the 
Turkey Trot once again at Barton-On-Sea GC on Wednesday, December 
10.

Other important dates are: The Match with the Secretaries at Brockenhurst 
GC on Wednesday, June 4 and the Annual Match between the South West 
Section which will be a fantastic occasion as it will be held at Remedy Oak 
GC on August 27. All of these above fixtures will be on the fixture card which 
you should all receive soon, if you have not already received. 

The Pairs Competition is continuing this year with Alan Magee organising 
the draw and the running of this event. Please support it as it is an excellent 
opportunity to get to know fellow greenkeepers and play different courses. 
To register please contact Alan on: 01202 606668 or send him a cheque 
made out to “BIGGA South Coast” with details of you and your playing 
partner. Cheques to be sent to Alan at 12 Sutton Close, Poole, Dorset, 
BH17 8SS. The cost is £12 per pair. Standard FBBB rules apply with a 
nominated home course before the closing date of March 31, 2008. Any 
questions please feel free to call Alan on 01202 606668.

As a reminder, the new Tournament Organiser is Kevan Glass. Please contact 
Kevan from now on for booking and payment of Golf Days at the following 
address: Apartment 1, Forge Side Court, Lepe Road, Langley, Southampton 
SO45 1SS or on: 07859 053054 or on email: glassy2003@hotmail.com.

And finally, remember to keep me up to date with all the news in the area. 
Please contact me on the number below.

Joe Crawley      07721 389200     

Devon & Cornwall
 
Our first meeting of 2008 took place on a reasonably pleasant day (for 
January) at the beautiful links of West Cornwall and was sponsored by 
Barenburg UK Ltd and Cornwall Farmers, our thanks to them. 

Attendance was in the low 60’s with approximately half of who tackled the 
course, myself included, I had the pleasure of the company of Andy Dunstan, 
Head Greenkeeper from Newquay GC, and Tim Ellis, First Assistant from 
Mullion, for the round-all of us a bit rusty I’m afraid-but we had fun!    
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the week – like I arrived at the Cairn Hotel on the Sunday afternoon with a 
virtually empty car park to choose from. So naturally, I parked at the end of 
a row, not too far from the door, but well out of the way of delivery trucks 
etc, and promptly woke up on Monday morning with my car up to its axles 
in a dirty great flood. “Oi Worster - your poncy new car’s sinking out there” 
laughed a couple of hung-over greenkeepers over breakfast – I said “BMW 
can expect a pretty bl**dy strong letter of complaint if it does”! Mind you, 
I got my own back the following morning as they had strayed into a club 
during the late evening, and the barman recommended a B-52 house cocktail. 
On the second visit to the bar he suggested they try a B-53 cocktail. The 
next thing they knew, they were up to B-58, and no one was quite sure 
what they were doing, where they were staying, or even who they were any 
more. Will some people never learn? Dave Rosselli and Adam Matthews 
were still reeling from two days cooped up with Frank Newberry (no offence 
Frank!) Worryingly, they’ve picked up some disturbingly clever management 
techniques – I never win an argument these days. The Disturbance Theory 
was both interesting, controversial, and, well, disturbing really, but if the 
attendance was anything to go by, of importance to a lot of people. Henry 
Bechelet and the team were just so enthusiastic, and gave a pretty well 
balanced picture. 

The Conference Keynote speaker – “Spike” Jetsum, recently of the Red 
Arrows, was simply phenomenal. He brought home the importance of the 
team ethic – of everyone buying into the team and working together. A video 
of that for a rainy day in the shed, would be a superb motivational tool.
Thanks to all who visited, exhibited, and put so much in.

The Section Spring Tournament will be at Clevedon Golf Club on April 24, the 
haunt of my old friend Barry Reeves. Barry has been at Clevedon in excess 
of 30 years, having been a Pro for a while, and has overseen the complete 
reconstruction of all the greens and an extension to the course. One of our 
most experienced members, and looking so well on it! There will be golf, 
and a short educational presentation by Peter Hampton, and Steve Nixon, of 
Bernhards. Details of our Section Education Programme will have been posted 
on the website using the Education Bulletin Board. Please check regularly for 
updates. We would welcome any suggestions, and members requests can 
be delivered using sponsorship from both our Patronage Scheme, and the 
Education Support Fund. So if there’s something you’ve always wanted to 
learn about, but never dared to ask (within reason!) please get in touch.

Hot on the heels of the Spring Tournament will be the popular Greenkeeper/
Amateur event at Minchinhampton Old Course on May 13. Timed just before 
“ Brown Friday” (when the cows come out), this should be the best time of 
year to play this historic course. Look forward to seeing you there.

Finally, with the advent of improved club and ball technology, our greensheds 
are well in range of sliced balls from a nearby par 5 tee. Even the seniors 
are quite capable of carrying a ball into the compound with monotonous 
regularity. Imagine then my Mechanics concern when he read an advert 
in a golf magazine explaining how a heated golf ball will travel yet further 
- and purchasing a carry-case with an electric element inside will keep 
the balls at the “Optimum Temperature” for maximum distance. “Blimey” 
he muttered – “they’ll be dropping like fiery meteors from the sky next” – 
“better check-out the fire drill, just in case”!

Let’s have some feedback on Spring Renovation etc. on your courses.

Paul Worster   paulw@mgcnew.co.uk   01453 837355
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Peter Boyd
SCOtland & Northern 
ireland
Tel/Fax: 0141 616 3440

Peter Larter
northern & midland
Tel: 01476 550115

BIGGA’s Regional Administrators

Clive Osgood
south east
Tel: 01737 819343 
Mob: 07841 948410

Jane Jones
south west & wales
Tel: 01454 270850

Section Notes - Can all notes be emailed to: melissa@bigga.co.uk by the 5th of 
the month prior to publication please. Suggested word guide: 500

The course was in excellent condition and our thanks go to Course Manager, 
Keith Kemp, and his team for the use of the course for the day. The format 
for the day was an individual stableford 3/4 handicap for the Barenburg 
Trophy. The results were 1. Nick Olds,  W.Cornwall,  37pts. 2. Steve Elliot, 
W.Cornwall, 36pts. 3. Roger Neale, Taunton & Pickeridge, 34pts. There was 
also Nearest the Pin on the par 3 15th won by Chris Ralph from Hele Park 
Golf Centre, and Longest Drive on the 18th won by Tony (Jacko) James, Head 
Greenkeeper from Killiow Park.

The non-golfers course walk was attended by the rest and proved to be of 
great interest as Andy Cole along with Steve Gingell, from STRI, gave a talk 
on practical sustainable golf course management.

After an excellent lunch, our thanks to the catering staff, the talk was on course 
policy, forward planning with you and your members, and a very interesting 
presentation by Steve Gingell on global warming and its affects, during which 
we were shown average temperatures in the UK over the passed ten years or 
so and how they have risen-certainly something for us all to think about.

On a lighter note just a reminder of the spring workshop on Wednesday, March 
5 at Fingle Glen Golf Club, nr Exeter, on subjects such as sustainability, water 
and nutrient management, grass breeding and selection. Guest speakers for 
the day are Andy Cole STRI, Dr Neil Baldwin Amega Sciences, Brian Robinson, 
Director of Seed Research, and Stephen Denton, Grass Seed  Development 
Manager, both from Rigby Taylor. Non-members such as Greens Chairman, 
Captains etc and non-affiliated turf grass professionals are also welcome.  

A few changes to note Steve Evans, Course Manager for the last seven 
years at Yelverton, is starting full time work at Duchy College early February 
as “Greenkeeper Tutor and Assesor” Steve replaces Bill Pile who has done 
so much for Greenkeeping in Devon & Cornwall. George Pitts, we all know 
from Cannington College, is taking over the reins at Yelverton. I’m sure 
you’ll join me in wishing all three of them best wishes for the future.

Finally our next meeting will be on Wednesday, March 12 at Royal North 
Devon. Here’s wishing for some drier weather!

Well done to all greenkeepers who made it too Harrogate and our thank 
you’s to; Colin Webber for the free use of his mini bus; Symbio, for sponsoring 
the fuel; Graeme and Tim for collecting and returning the bus, and thanks 
to Keith Kemp for driving both ways.
 
It was a really good show with some excellent seminars. It sounded like 
everybody enjoyed themselves.

A big thank you must go out to the Duchy College and our Section for sponsoring 
three students who had a great time and found it a valuable experience. We 
plan to provide a bus up and back again next year, and we will be providing 
a free trip for one person as a raffle prize at this year’s AGM. 

Jerry Cole     07764 224582

South Wales
 
Hi everybody, apologies for my absence over the last couple of months, 
but if you have not heard, my dear wife, Norma, lost her three year battle 

with cancer. I would like to thank everyone for his or her support and 
kindness through our difficult time, thank you all.

As if that’s not enough, more bad news, Ceri and Donna Richards lost their 
son, Evan, on the December, 20,  2007. Evan was born prematurely and 
suffered from serious complications. I am sure I speak for everybody when 
I say our thoughts are with you and your family at this sad time.

On to some good news now and its congrats to Paul and Mandy Johnson, 
Paul is Head Greenkeeper at Pyle & Kenfig GC and Mandy gave birth to 
a 7lb 1oz bouncing baby boy his name is Luke. Well done you two must 
be this Welsh air!

I know it’s late but on December 7, 39 greenkeepers took to the links 
at P&K GC for our Christmas bash, our thanks to P&k GC for once again 
allowing us the use of their excellent course and facilities, to Paul and the 
team for all their hard work to present the course in such a fine condition, 
all the bar and catering staff for the excellent meal and service. Our 
sponsors for the day were Vitax and Celtic Mowers who were represented 
by Mr John Mullins and Mr. Kim Davies respectfully. Thank your for your 
continued support, which enables us events like today.

Onto the prize winners, and 3. Daryl Bray, 37pts; in 2. Jamie Probit, 37pts 
on count back; 1. Peter Lacey, with 38pts was our out going Secretary. 
Longest drive on the 9th was won by, guess who! Andy Roach. Nearest 
the pin on 12th was won by Mr Daryl Jones. The Silver Salver for best 
combined score over four tournaments went to Andy Hatcher, (Coed y 
Mwstwr ). 

Our thanks to Mr Jeff Vincent, Vice Captain of P& K GC, for presenting the 
prizes. Last of all, thank you all for turning out, 44 of us sat down for dinner 
and it would be nice to see more of you at our golf days in the future. 

That’s it from me for now except to wish David Ward all the best in his 
retirement after 20 odd years’ of loyal service at Royal Porthcawl Good 
luck! Dave, you will be sadly missed within the industry, up and down 
the country. 

You should have all had your letters by now on the fixtures, don’t forget 
the Spring Seminar at Royal Porthcawl on April 24.

I would like to wish Steven Chapel (Neath GC), all the best in his new roll 
as Section Secretary.  I am sure you will all give him your support. 

Henry Stead      07889792190
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BUYERS’ GUIDE
AERATION

KEITH DRIVER
(SPORTSTURF CONTRACTOR)

124 Warren Road, Woodingdean, Brighton BN2 6DB

(WITH NO SURFACE DISTURBANCE)

Tel:01273 679994  Mobile:07958 532008

HYDROJECT
AERATION AND CHEMICAL
INJECTION SERVICE

F Woodward & Sons. Turf Care

Sisis Aer Aid System, Vertidraining,
Hollow Coring & Collecting. Herbicide,

Pesticide, Fungicide & Fertiliser
Application. Top Dressing, Overseeding,

Stoneburying, Laser Levelling

Tel Phil or David on:
01455 220767 or 07747 864677
Wolvey, Nr Hinckley, Leicestershire

Email: enquiries@woodwardturfcare.co.uk

AGRONOMY

Bruce Jamieson Golf Advisors Ltd, is an 
established company offering expert advice on;

Contact: Bruce Jamieson
Forth House, Bracknell Lane, Hartley Wintney, Hants, RG27 8QP
Telephone: 01252 844847

Golf Course maintenance
Tournament preparation & presentation
Machinery selection
Budgeting
Staff recruitment
Soil & turf analysis
Establishment of new golf courses

B Jamieson
Golf Advisors LtdARTIFICIAL GRASS

Chorley,Lancashire,PR6 8SW
www.verdesports.com    www.artificialgrass.org.uk

email: sales@verdesports.com

Tel: 01254 831666  Fax: 01254 831066

VERDE TEE TURF
Sand & Rubber Filled Artificial Grass
- Allows you to tee up from any position

PATHWAYS
Spike Resistant Verdeturf & Super Verdegrass

TEES
Driving Mats & Various Options

PUTTING
Adventure Golf, Mini Golf & Putting Greens

Please call for samples & information

Supatee Tee-Line Turf

01780 781249 07932 037733
info@supateeturf.com

No sand in-�ll No compaction
No maintenance Accepts a tee

It plays just like real turf!
The BEST solution for:

Practice ground tee-line
Par 3 tees
Winter tees

CLOTHING / FOOTWEAR

In the

Shed
ANSWERS

CROSSWORD

MONSTER SUDOKU

SQUIGGLY SUDOKU

Quick nine hole quiz

1.	 Inigo Imago
2.	 6 (Uruguay 1930, Italy 1934, England 1966, West 
Germany 1974, Argentina 1978, France 1998)
3.	 The North Pole
4.	 Edinburgh
5.	 Sweden
6.	 The river Ness
7.	 Robert Zemeckis
8.	 Dr Black’s
9.	 It is the most visible colour in fog

Use Airforce
Advanced Terralift technology

Relief of
compaction and

waterlogging
Aeration to one

metre depth

As recently used on 
the Waterloo Green and
recommended by Bowls

Manager Jim Parker

TERRAIN AERATION
T: 01449 673783  F: 01449 614564

email: terrainaeration@aol.com
www.terrainaeration.co.uk

TerrainClassified08.qxd  20/11/2007  12:38  Page 1
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CLEARANCE SALE

All types of artificial grass
From £7.00 a sq metre

 
IDEAL FOR

 
(UK delivery service)

0845 22 11 345
www.grasstrader.co.uk
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Specialists 
in Golf
Course

Construction

JOHN GREASLEY LIMITED
“Ashfield House” • 1154 Melton Road

Syston • Leicester • LE7 2HB

Tel: 0116 269 6766
Mobile: 07836 553899

Fax: 0116 269 6866

DRAINAGE

PHILIP DIXON
Contractors Ltd Est. 1978
Sportsturf Drainage Specialists

Golf Course • Sportsfield
Drainage • Construction • Renovation

Slitting/Banding • Vertidraining
Groundbreaker • Sand Master

Topdressing • Overseeding
Spraying • Cultivation

Tel: 01772 877289
Fax: 01772 877479 (Preston, Lancs)
www.philipdixoncontractor.co.uk

Appley Bridge, Wigan, Lancs WN6 9DT
t 01257 255321  f 01257 255327

e office@duncanrosslanddrainage.co.uk
www.duncanrosslanddrainage.co.uk

DESIGN : INSTALLATION : MAINTENANCE
Pitch Construction : Piped Drainage Systems

Sand Slitting : Blec Vibro Sand Banding
Koro Surfacing : Vertidraining : Topdressing : Overseeding

DRAdvert_40x40mm:DRAdvert_40x

SPEEDCUT
CONTRACTORS LTD

SPORTSTURF
Construction 

Drainage 
Renovation

Sandslitting
Contact: Kevin Smith

OXFORD 01865 331479

Traditional
drainage and

Lytag banding
of greens and fairways

Tel: 01785 812706
E: NSIrrigation@aol.com

www.northstaffsirrigation.co.uk

DRIVING RANGE EQUIPMENT

GOLF DRIVING RANGE EQUIPMENT

• Unique Behind Wall & Integrated Ball 
Dispensing Systems

• Golf Ball Cleaners & Elevators
• Golf Ball Collectors
• Utility Vehicles & Mowers
• Edel “Green” Range Mats
• Fiberbuilt Range Mats
• Range Balls

Plus a full range of Accessories
Approved stockist for

STANDARD GOLF course products

Bucklesham, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP10 0DN
Tel: 44 (0) 1473 659815
Fax: 44 (0) 1473 659045
Email: rangeball@tiscali.co.uk

GOLF COURSE ACCESSORIES

APPROVED U.K. STOCKISTS
Fast Nationwide Delivery

For all your
Golf Course &
Range Supplies

Bucklesham, Ipswich, IP10 0DN
Tel: 44 (0) 1473 659815
Fax: 44 (0) 1473 659045

www.rangeball.co.uk
Email: info@rangeball.co.uk

Our Lowest Ever Prices for 2007

GOLF MATS

HONEYCOMB MATS

Fieldguard Ltd

Norley Farm, Horsham Road, Cranleigh, Surrey, GU6 8EH
Tel: 01483 275182          Fax: 01483 275341

E-mail: info@fieldguard.com
.

COURSE MARKERS

GK int 43x60  1/11/07  2:26 pm  Page 1

AGRONOMY

Visit www.bigga.org.uk
and check out the
latest chat 
from the
greenkeeping
industry 

Construction  Remodelling
Water Features

Tel: 01604 468908
Fax: 01604 474853
www.deltagolf2000.co.uk

180 Ruskin Road, Kingsthorpe,
Northampton NN2 7TA

Tel. 01722 716361
www.mjabbott.co.uk

GOLF COURSE & SPORTSGROUND
CONSTRUCTION

RENO VATION & MAINTENANCE

IRRIGATION SYSTEMS

LAND DRAINAGE SCHEMES

WATER MANA GEMENT SY STEMS

Golf Course Drainage
Specialist

For fast and friendly UK 
service call:

Melvyn Taylor
on 01283 551417
or 07836 259133

www.turfdry.com

Golf Course Drainage 
Survey / Design / Installation / Greens / 
Fairways / Bunkers / Complete Courses
Plastic Pipe / Turfdry Drainage System

For fast and friendly Nationwide Service

Contact Melvyn Taylor: 01283 551417
07836 259133 / melvyn@turfdry.com

www.turfdry.com

LAND UNIT
CONSTRUCTION LIMITED

Sportsground and Golf
Course Construction

Hanslope, Milton Keynes, MK19 7BX
Telephone: (01908) 510414

Fax: (01908) 511056
web: www.landunitconstruction.co.uk

e-mail: sales@landunitconstruction.co.uk

CONSTRUCTION
DRAINAGE

DRAINAGE
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Phone: 01427 874200
Fax: 01427 875333

OAKDALE

PEST CONTROL

SCRAPEAWAY
A New Organic Rabbit Deterrent

10 years in the making
Non-toxic

Biodegradable

AVAILABLE NOW
For further details, brochure & sample

Email: enquires@swigley.freeserve.co.uk
Website: www.scrapeaway.co.uk

Mobile 07881 782975

Specialising in:-
Existing system evaluation 
System design & upgrade
Project management

Contact Roger Davey on:

01823 690216
www.irritechlimited.co.uk

Independent Irrigation Consultants

irritech limited

IRRIGATION 
CONSULTANTS

LAKE CONSTRUCTION LINERS

Irrigation Systems
Professional Design, Supply, 
Installation and Maintenance 

Ocmis Limited
T  0870 600 5131  F  0870 600 5132 

E  Sales@Ocmis.com   W  www.Ocmis.com

Visit our new online store 
at  ocmisonline.com

IRRIGATION 
SOLUTIONS
Call Lely: 01480 226858 or 
email: toro.info@lely.co.uk

www.toro.comwww.toro.com

IRRIGATION 
SOLUTIONS
Call Lely: 01480 226858 or 
email: toro.info@lely.co.uk

IRRIGATION
Suppliers of Irrigation Equipment to Golf Courses

Bowling Greens, Landscapes, Horticulture.
Existing systems renovated and upgraded

DESIGN • INSTALLATION • SERVICE
BS EN ISO 9001 Registered Company

Telephone: +44 (0) 1425 474614   
Fax: +44 (0) 1425 471296
http:// www.misc-irrigation.com   
e mail: enquiries@misc-irrigation.com

Independent Professional Irrigation
Golf Courses,Bowling Greens,Sports,Racecourses,Gardens +++

Design/Advice

New Installations

Contracting

Supply & Sales

Telephone
01765 602175
01765 690598

Fax 01765 603488
Email:admin@par4.co.uk

www.par4.co.uk
Area Dealer
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Servicing

Service Contracts

System Upgrades

PC Systems

Tel: 01603 759701
sales@autoflowsystems.co.uk

The independent choice for irrigation:
DESIGN : SUPPLY : INSTALLATION

AUTOFLOW SYSTEMS LTDIRRIGATION

GRINDERS

Tel: 01207 270 316
email: admin@huntergrinders.com

www.huntergrinders.com

B&M SHARPENING ltd

Cylinder regrinds/replacement
Bearing replacement

Bedknife regrinds/replacement

Tel: 01280 840909  |  Mob: 07936 036146
Email: bmsharpening@yahoo.co.uk

cylinder grinding specialist

GOLF MATS

GOLF MATS UK
All weather mat in framework

Tel: 01580 892 002
Fax: 01580 891 918

sales@golfmatsuk.co.uk
www.golfmatsuk.co.uk

AGRONOMY

Visit www.bigga.org.uk
and check out the
latest chat 
from the
greenkeeping
industry 

Liners for lakes, ponds and
storage lagoons from the 
UK’s leading contractor

Comprehensive advice 
regarding design and 
construction of water areas

Tel: 01206 262676  Fax: 01206 262998
E-mail: sales@geosynthetic.co.uk
www.geosynthetic.co.uk
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The use of RUBBER CRUMB on
grass as top dressing has been

granted a PATENT in the UK and
Ireland under Number EP0788301BI

TEBBUTT ASSO.
ARE THE LICENSEES
with CROWN III rubber crumb Turf
Reinforcement, the licensed product

Contact Tebbutt Asso.
on 01253 342003 or Fax 01253 346644
e-mail: tebbuttassociates@tiscali.co.uk

www.tebbuttassociates.co.uk

RUBBER CRUMB

TOP DRESSINGS

STORM SHELTERS

FENDRESS™ TOP DRESSINGS & ROOTZONES.
DRESSINGS FOR FAIRWAYS AND TEES.
SCREENED FENSOIL, LOAM & TOPSOIL.
BUNKER SAND & PATHWAY MATERIALS.

01858 464346 / 433003
www.banksamenity.co.uk

TREE MOVING

TURF

Specialist Growers of 
Turf for Golf Courses

Rootzone Turf for Greens
Grown on USGA rootzone, 

top-dressed throughout the year, 
and mown at 6mm. 

Predominantly bent sward

Turf for Tees, Surrounds, 
Approaches and Fairways

Various mixtures including 
ryegrass/fescue, 100% fescue, 

and bent/fescue grown 
on sandy loam topsoil.

NEW for 2007
RTF turf for pathways 

and bunker banks.
Tees supplied and laid, with 

optional precision laser grading.

Tel: 01652 678 000
www.tillersturf.co.uk

VERTIDRAINING HIRE

WASTE/WASHWATER 
TREATMENT

Hydrotech Solutions
• Golf Machinery Wash Water Treatment
• Positive Filtration – Non-Biological
• 200 + Systems Installed Worldwide
• Simple, Low Cost Installation
• Low Running Costs

Tel: 01925 758099
Fax: 01925 757519

www.grassgrabber.com
Email: info@hydrotechsolutionsltd.co.uk

Grundfos Pumps Ltd
Grovebury Road, Leighton Buzzard, Beds LU7 4TL

Tel:  01525 775450
Fax: 01525 775224

Web: www.grundfos.co.uk
Grundfos offering a wide range 

of quality pump solutions 
for all applications

T

Rubber Crumb for Turf Reinforcement.
Dunweedin rubber crumb creates a wear resistant 

turf with excellent drainage properties.

The use of rubber crumb as a soil improver is 
protected by our UK patent: GB2244988.

 

Tel: 01928 735555
www.dunweedin.co.uk

PUMPS

BESPOKE STORM SHELTERS 
TREE SEATS & BRIDGES

“Looking for Quality Pre-owned or 
End of Lease Machinery?”

For quality, inspected and serviced machinery, 
tailor-made to your requirements, look no further 
than P.I Limited. From a one-off purchase to a full 
package of machinery, P.I Limited offers a complete 
buyers service with specialist impartial advice. 
Contact us today and see how we can help.

Finance & Lease Arranged
Part Exchange Considered
European-Wide Delivery

01635 551665
sales@pilimited.co.uk

www.pilimited.co.uk

USED MACHINERY

AGRONOMY

Visit www.bigga.org.uk
and check out the
latest chat 
from the
greenkeeping
industry 

AGRONOMY

Visit www.bigga.org.uk
and check out the
latest chat 
from the
greenkeeping
industry 
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1st Assistant Greenkeeper

We are looking to fill the above position and become 
part of an expanding team in one of Hampshire’s 

premier golf courses

The successful candidate will be required to 
assist the Head Greenkeeper and supervise 

in their absence.

The applicant should be qualified to NVQ level 2 
preferably with spraying certificates.

Salary negotiable according to experience.  
Live in accommodation available.

Please apply in writing with full cv to:

Gregory Knights, Company Secretary, Old Thorns Golf & 
Country Estate, Griggs Green, Liphook, Hampshire, GU30 7PE 

or by email to sales@oldthorns.com

Please send your CV, in confidence, by mail to: Julie Whitelaw, Barenbrug UK Ltd., 33 Perkins Road, Rougham Industrial Estate,
Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk IP30 9ND or email: JWhitelaw@baruk.co.uk

REGIONAL MANAGER AMENITY  
Northern England and North Wales

with other amenity merchants in the area. The provision of 
technical backup is a major part of the Barenbrug offering and
an important part of this position. We are seeking applicants 
who have an academic qualification from either the amenity, 
horticultural or agricultural sectors, ideally with knowledge of
the amenity market or the capability to acquire it. Training will
be provided in areas where needed. 

The successful candidate will need to become part of our 
dedicated team, working closely with colleagues, Barenbrug
Holland and other subsidiaries on technical, sales and marketing
matters. If you believe you are capable of operating in the 
amenity market, are confident and capable of communicating
with all levels of management, committed, self motivated and
looking for a challenging and financially rewarding career, 
we want to hear from you.

Barenbrug UK, a subsidiary of the international Royal
Barenbrug Group, leads the way in breeding innovative 
cultivars and varieties to meet the ever increasing challenges
faced by groundsmen and greenkeepers. This innovation, 
technical expertise and enthusiasm for the natural turf 
surface has helped the company rightly claim its position 
as the leading grass seed breeder in the business.

We are looking to appoint a Regional Manager for Northern
England and North Wales to promote and support our customers
and grow our market share for our branded amenity mixtures.
We have invested heavily in the region, including a dedicated
production facility in Falkirk. 

The successful candidate will need to develop close working 
relationships with existing distributors and forge new partnerships
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Assistant / 1st Assistant Greenkeeper with relevant experience required to 
work on this 18 Hole downland Golf Course.

NVQ or Relevant Experience essential, Mechanical knowledge an 
advantage, Spraying Certificates advantageous, Computer skills desirable.

Applicants must be qualified to NVQ level 2 in Green keeping with equivalent 
qualifications as a Mechanic

We can offer a competitive salary to the right person.

For further information about the position please contact the Club 
Secretary/Manager on 01253 737390 Option 4

Applications with a detailed CV should be sent to:
Secretary/Manager, Lytham Green Drive GC, Lytham St Annes FY8 4LE

The closing date for applications is Friday 28 March

LYTHAM GREEN DRIVE GOLF CLUB
require a

MECHANIC/GREENKEEPER

The Club is working towards a full programme of in house repair 
and maintenance of its fleet of machines

FOREST OF GALTRES 
GOLF CLUB

Skelton, York

We require an
 ASSISTANT GREENKEEPER 

who is keen, reliable, hardworking, interested in the 
job and prepared to work flexible hours. 
NVQ Level 1 & 2 would be an advantage.

Applications in writing to:
The Secretary, Forest of Galtres Golf Club, Skelton 

Lane, Wigginton, York YO32 2RF

Wimbledon Park Golf Club is seeking an experienced and appropriately 
qualified COURSE MANAGER to join our Club team. 

Set in a picturesque parkland environment, the Club has a well developed, 
mature 18 hole course that provides members and guests with the 
opportunity to enjoy the game of golf. 

Applicants must have a proven track record with a minimum of 3 years 
experience as a Course Manager/Head Greenkeeper, and a minimum 
qualification to NVQ Level 3 in Sports Turf Management. The ability to lead 
and work with an established greenkeeping team is essential, along with a 
determined, hands on approach to the work. The successful applicant will 
have a range of modern course machinery and an appropriate budget to help 
develop and improve the course and should possess relevant technical and 
management skills.

A competitive salary is available to the successful candidate and 
accommodation may also be available on a temporary basis. If you would 
like to be part of our team, please send your CV with a covering letter to:

Patrick Shanahan
General Manager
Wimbledon Park Golf Club
Home Park Road
Wimbledon Park SW19 7HR

or alternatively
e-mail your CV and letter to patrick@wpgc.co.uk

CLOSING DATE: 31st March 2008

COURSE MANAGER
COMPETITIVE SALARY PACKAGE

MECHANIC
We are seeking a mature, qualified person to fill this prominent role. Working 

alongside the Course Manager and his team you will need to display and in depth 
knowledge of course machinery. You will be responsible for maintaining our fleet 

of maintenance machinery to the highest standards. The position is a key one 
within the team. A competitive package is available for the successful candidate.

Applications should be in writing to Gary Gornall, Wildwood Country Club Ltd, 
Horsham Road, Alfold, Surrey GU6 8JE or by email to info@wildwoodgolf.co.uk

WILDWOOD GOLF &
COUNTRY CLUB

Wildwood, a 27 hole Championship golf course is situated between Guildford 
& Horsham on the Surrey/Sussex borders.

The course has USGA spec greens and covers approx 400 acres. We are under 
new ownership and are currently looking to recruit an experienced Mechanic.

68   Greenkeeper International



R
ecruitment









Boyce Hill Golf 
And Country Club

Founded 1922

has a vacancy for an

ASSISTANT GREENKEEPER

The successful candidate will 
have a minimum of 2 years 
experience on a recognised golf 
course  and will be required to 
work a basic 37 hour week, in 
addition weekend overtime work 
will be required an a rota basis. 

NVQ level 2 qualifications and 
spraying certificates PA2 and 
PA6 would be an advantage. We 
are looking for a highly motivated 
individual with potential 
to progress to 1st Assistant 
Greenkeeper and beyond.

Please apply in writing or by 
e-mail, with CV to: 
The Secretary Manager, Boyce 
Hill Golf Club, 125 Vicarage 
Hill, Benfleet, Essex SS7 1PD. 
E-mail 
secretary@boycehillgolfclub.co.uk

We are a private members club, approaching our 
centenary in 2013, and situated on the south coast, on the 
outskirts of Christchurch, Dorset. Our little gem of a 
course has a local reputation for the excellent condition of 
its 18 holes of parkland and traditionally built greens. The 
position has become vacant because our Head greenkeeper 
is retiring after 30 successful years.

The successful applicant will be a self motivated, hands on 
professional with:

team of assistants to achieve their full potential.

to maintain the course to the highest level of presentation 
within strict budgetary controls.

and a commitment to promoting safe working practices at 
all times. 

Please apply to:

Closing date for applications 31st March 2008 

HIGHCLIFFE CASTLE 
GOLF CLUB

 
HEAD GREENKEEPER

Could you sell Professional Groundcare Machinery?
For over 60 years we have been supplying and supporting sales of very 
high quality groundcare machinery to schools, councils, contractors, golf 
courses and private estates, and we are now looking for a new Area Sales 
Manager to work from our Surrey branch.  
This sales role isn’t about having the gift of the gab, its about having a great 
working knowledge of machines, the ability to listen and advise customers 
during site visits, conduct successful demonstrations, and most importantly, 
to back up anything you promise with actions.
Training is provided but you must already be highly motivated, a good or-
ganiser, practical and bright.  If you would like more details of this exciting 
sales opportunity then please contact Jason Scott tel. 07836 37 66 44 
                      
 

Long Reach, Ockham, Surrey. GU23 6PF

MECHANIC
Based either Hildenborough, Kent or East 
Grinstead, West Sussex. The right 
candidate must possess skills and 
experience in mechanics. An agricultural 
or horticultural background would be 
desirable but not essential. You will be 
responsible for working on the 
maintenance of the golf course 

equipment across two sites and general 
health and safety of the workshops.

GREENKEEPERS
Opportunities at Hildenborough, Kent 
and East Grinstead, West Sussex 
Reporting to the Course Manager you'll 
possess strong abilities to complete the 
day to day tasks within the team. You 
must have a background in Greenkeeping, 
a recognised certificate in turf 
management (NVQ Level 2 or equivalent). 
You will also have an eye for detail and 
ensure that quality standards are 
maintained at all times.

Applicants are requested to apply in writing or by email, enclosing their CV to: 
Matt Turner, General Manager at the above address or email m.turner@theclubcompany.com
www.theclubcompany.com      The Club Company (UK) Ltd is an equal opportunities employer

CHARTHAM PARK GOLF 
AND COUNTRY CLUB

Felcourt Road, Felcourt, East 
Grinstead,West Sussex, RH19 2JT

EXCELLENT PACKAGING BENEFITS

Sales Manager For Hampshire Area  

As one of the largest suppliers of turf and amenity products we are seeking a 
Regional Sales Manager for Hampshire and the surrounding area.

We are looking for a highly motivated individual to call on golf courses, sports 
grounds, local authorities, schools etc advising on and selling our portfolio of leading 

amenity brands.

Applicants should have experience in the turf & amenity business with or without a 
proven sales background. Have good communication skills and require a challenging 

career in sales.

The successful candidate will be given full ongoing training, an attractive salary 
depending on experience, a company car & pension.

Please apply in writing with your current C.V to:
R E Feltham, Managing Director, Avoncrop Amenity Products Ltd, Northfield, Station 
Road, Winscombe, North Somerset. BS25 5NX

Hosts of the 2008 World Corporate Games

Moor Allerton Golf Club, a prestigious 27 hole 
Championship Course designed by Robert Trent Jones 

on the outskirts of Leeds, invites applications for a highly 
motivated, experienced Greenkeeper to join a modern, 
forward thinking team of ten who pride themselves on 
the quality, presentation and continuous improvement 
of the course. Spraying and other certification would be 

an advantage but not essential.

A competitive package is available, dependent on 
qualifications with further training opportunities.

Please apply in writing including CV by 17th March 
2008 to:

Marcus Oakey
Head Greenkeeper

Moor Allerton Golf Club
Coal Road

Leeds
LS17 9NH

www.magc.co.uk
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Early Breakfasts and 
Heavy Rain

On the back of Harrogate it was a quick change, 
iron some shirts, see the kids for Saturday and 
Sunday then head off to the GIS show in Orlando. 
I knew I had a very busy schedule of classes, 
seminars and meetings ahead of me. With 
attendance from other Associations as well it was 
to be a big week.  There were lots of highlights 
throughout the week and a big British and Irish 
contingent over at the show this year.

Classes started on Monday/Tuesday and there 
were plenty to choose from technical turf issues 
to management courses.

wednesday

Set up the stand on the show.
John, Sami and I attended the President’s 
Reception and Main Show Reception. I met 
some old friends and made some new ones, 
from Canada and the States.

Thursday

I attended the Superintendents’ Breakfast 
Seminar. I attended this session last year and 
again was amazed at the number of people 
bearing in mind that the start time was a 6am 
breakfast, then from 6.30am, two hours of 20 
minute presentations. There were at least 300 
in the audience for the opening seminar ‘FIve 
things you can do with your stimpmeter’. Some 
very funny slides and a good presentation from 
Mike Morris.  More about that later.  Also, Dean 
Pillar, an old friend, gave a presentation on 
managing physical properties on greens.  

I then moved on to the opening session of the GIS 
to see Greg Norman collect his Old Tom Morris 
Award. Greg gave a fantastic insight into his work 
within the golf industry and his support of the Golf 
Course Superintendents and greenkeepers, where 
he works for the GCSAA as Chairman of the Board 
of the Environmental Institution.

I was coming to realise that my very early start 
could have been a mistake later that day as I 
attended more meetings, with Rainbird Syngenta 
and then on to a dinner, hosted by Bernhard’s. I 
was fortunate enough to be seated next to Mike 
Morris who had given his presentation earlier, 
so a very good evening followed, covering that, 
and many subjects.  

Back at the course

A very wet start to the week in which I returned. 
It began to dry out but had already given us 
some problems with our construction project 
on our 11th hole. with only three or four days 
completed construction in January. We are now 
four weeks behind schedule. With the course 
starting to dry out we can progress with the 
project once again. I was very impressed with 
how quickly the course did manage to dry out, 
although the delay gave us time to focus on our 
tree planting and thinning projects.

We then had our annual Supplier’s Golf Day at 
the Belfry. We entertained our suppliers from 
within our golf departments, as they enjoyed a 
round on the Brabazon. Some good golf among 
the trade but some tough holes, for which I 
believe I was blamed….

Weather conditions

I know we had a terrible January with average 
rainfall across the UK at 225mm - 9inches in 
old money. It was the third wettest January on 
record.  This varied from region to region with 
Scotland and N Ireland worst hit.This has put our 
industry on the back foot in terms of revenue 
streams and incomes. I am sure it will have a 
long term effect bearing in mind the horrendous 
summer of 2007. It is an impact we could do 
without and hopefully February will be kinder 
with more favourable weather forecasts.

When planning winter projects, I know that the 
norm in recent years within the industry is to 
do a lot more construction and disruptive work 
in the winter months than in the summer, so us 
greenkeepers are in need of some good weather 
in February and March if we are to push these 
plans on, otherwise the season will be on us. In 
addition we have to consider an early Easter in 
mid-March increasing the possibility of higher golf 
attendance and therefore expectation. There will 
be significant pressure to finish winter projects 
when really our golf season is May to October. This 
could cost us two valuable months of completion 
and again give us another back-log of work to 
carry through into next winter.

I hope you are all getting through your workloads 
and managing expectations in a difficult year 
already.

Kenny MacKay

Chairman’s Column

Your next issue of GI will be with you by April 7th 
Visit our website for a full archive of BIGGA magazine issues at www.bigga.co.uk
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The BIGGA Delegation, sponsored by Bernhards,  
was also  in attendance.  

An entertaining evening following what amounted 
to being a very long day for me, which had me 
struggling by 11pm.

Friday

Another early start to the Superintendents’ 
Breakfast, very well attended again. Some more 
superb presentations. We were then on the move 
again to a meeting with the Mechanics Association 
to discuss how they could link in with our new 
category for mechanics memberships. Lots of 
education workshops and broadcasts through 
the internet with the possibility of linking through 
webcasts for education programmes

On the stand at the show I was amazed at 
how much interest there was in our Master 
Greenkeeper Certificate from the American 
Superintendents.

Also, some interest from exhibitors looking at 
stand space for Harrogate next year.

Saturday

A much quieter day at the show which finished 
around lunchtime. A good time to get round and 
pick up some literature. Sami and I spent some 
time talking about future ideas going forward 
into 2009 for Harrogate with speeches and 
education.  A leisurely afternoon followed with 
colleagues from the industry.

Sunday

A day of rest before returning home, but not 
before work first thing Monday morning, turning 
my thoughts back to the real job.

70   Greenkeeper International70   Greenkeeper International


