St Mellion G&CC

LR L ey Wran

Cradoc

background but the picture is actually made by the golfers on the green,
who catch the eye,” said Eric.

Eric and Alan were extremely impressed by the overall standard but
had some advice for those whose pictures didn‘t make it to the winners’
rostrum.

“Light is very important and the best time to take a picture is either
very early in the morning as the sun rises or as the sun is beginning to set.
That way you get more depth to the picture and can capture some lovely
shadows,” explained Eric.

Harrogate
N week

Don’t be
stumped...

THE ESSENTIAL EVENT FOR DECISION
MAKERS & THEIR TEAMS

World Class Education Programme Including:
Working With People Who Cause You Stress!!!
Every Drop Counts - Use Water Wisely
R&A Sward Improvement Workshop
The Winter Sports Pitch Evolution
Integrated Management of What?
Keeping the Customer Satisfied
Environmental Management
Basic Agronomy
Media Skills
Drainage

...join the big hitters
at Harrogate

For more information and priority registration visit

www.harrogateweek.org.uk
FREE Park & Ride - FREE Admission to Exhibition

B'I'M) ‘ClubHouse (Continue

to learn
EDUCATION 21 - 25 January 2007

EXHIBITION 23 - 25 January 2007

MORE THAN JUST A GREENKEEPING SHOW!
Organised by BIGGA telephone 01347 833800
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"Also don't place the main focus
point of the photo in the middle of the
frame. Use the rule of thirds and keep
the main element of the picture a third
in from one of the corners. If you look
at some of the famous pictures
painted by the great masters you will
see them using the same technique.”

Several pictures which might have
made it to the final 12, and thus form
the 2007 BIGGA calendar, were ruled
out because they had been submitted
digitally and were either too small,
were not of a high enough resolution,
or both.

Stephen will receive a choice of
any framed picture from Eric
Hepworth’s Collection and Golf Park
Noulen will be profiled in the
magazine in the forthcoming months,
while Gary and lain can choose from
slightly smaller prints from Eric's
extensive collection.

FULL RESULTS

1st  Golf Park Noulen, Switzerland
by Steven Tierney

2nd Royal County Down
by Gary Crawford

3rd Largs GC by lain Barr

CALENDAR SHOTS

Keswick GC by Michael Branson

St Mellion G&CC by Laurence Pithie
Sunningdale GC by Will Bowden
Cradoc by Stuart Ross

Loch Lomond by Jordan Fairweather
Abergele GC by Darren Anderson
Wallasey GC by Lee Connell

Fulwell GC by Mark Walden

Royal County Down Fairhaven GC by Peter Simpson

24, 'Largs GC
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Fairhaven GC

Loch Lomond

lasey GC

Harrogate\
N\ week

Team work is
what makes it...

THE ESSENTIAL EVENT FOR DECISION
MAKERS & THEIR TEAMS

World Class Turf Management Education Programme
Exchange Ideas with Fellow Professionals
Personal & Career Development Seminars

Special Events & Product Launches
FREE Admission to Exhibition
Mingle with Industry Experts

Career Advice & Job Shop
FREE Park & Ride
Internet Café
BIGGA AGM
Banquet

..Network with other big
hitters at Harrogate

For more information and priority registration visit

www.harrogateweek.org.uk

( Continue

to /earn
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B'I'AD ‘ClubHouse

- 25 January 2007

EDUCATION 21

EXHIBITION 23 - 25 January 2007

SUPPORT YOUR ASSOCIATION REGISTER NOW!
Organised by BIGGA telephone 01347 833800
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Designed to make your job easier, Kubota's F80 Series high
performance, out front ride-on mowers deliver outstanding
durability and superior operator comfort for all professionall
mowing needs. Powered by Kubota's unique E-TVCS water-
cooled diesel engine, the F80 series offer exceptional
productivity and fuel economy whilst maximising power delivery
for demanding day-long commercial mowing operations.

Tel: 0800023 1111 Email: sales@kubota.co.uk Visit: www.kubota.co.uk
Kubota (UK) Ltd, Dormer Road, Thame, Oxfordshire. OX9 3UN


mailto:sales@kubota.co.uk
http://www.kubota.co.uk

Tractors: Don’t let choice get in
the way of the right decision

Match the correct combination of tyres, power, manoeuvrability and lift capacity correctly, and it is
possible to buy a tractor today that could well still be in use some ten or more years into the
future. Try doing that with any other item of equipment. James de Havilland discusses...

It is tempting to open any item on current ‘small’ tractors with something along the lines of ‘modern tractor designs pack more power and
manoeuvrability into increasingly compact packages’. On the face of it, this certainly seems the case. The reality is somewhat different. Small
tractors are harder to pigeon hole these days, the sub-compact, compact, small or even turf tags we used to hang on tractors having morphed

into groups that are far less structured.

Without really trying, it is possible to come up with a list of well know
tractor brands that, between them, should contain a model to suit most
needs. In fact it is tempting to suggest the dealer who sold the Deere,
Jacobsen or Toro kit used on the course could probably come up with a
choice of Deere, Iseki, Mitsubishi or Kubota tractor for 90% of users
without having to look any further.

But it is worth digging a bit deeper. Tractors from the agricultural sector
'big boys' also make a range of interesting smaller models. Massey
Ferguson brand owners AGCO includes small Fendt models, for example.
CNH, which has Case IH, New Holland and Steyr in its stables, also has
some interesting kit on offer. Then there is McCormick, a company that, like
Landini, can draw upon Italian flair to come up with some genuinely
interesting tractors.

Then there are the smaller, specialist importers with some tempting kit.
Goldoni, Carrarro, BCS Volcan, Riko, TYM et al are a few examples. There

really is a long list of available models, but not all are suited to work on a
golf course.

To help establish what machines are worth having out on
demonstration, set out the basic ground rules. A call to a couple of tyre
specialists early on can also help. It is surprising how the tyre options they
have specified for end users can help. A specialist who can specify a
different wheel and tyre package can really start to open up the choices.
Want to run a 75hp monster on your greens? With the right tyres and
wheels, why not?

As an initial guide, remember the basics. Modern tractors should have
fewer compromises, greater choice - making it less stressful to select a
design that will do all the jobs asked of it. Put the intended tasks at the
head of the selection process, and the right make and model will probably
choose itself.
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Tractors: Don't let choice get in the way of the right decision

* Transmission. This is where matters can get complex if you let them! In
outline it has been established that hydrostatic drive is the way to go for
variable speed applications such as mowing, but mechanical drive ‘mid-
range, gear 2 at 1,800rpm’ is still the route most prefer for certain often
repeated precision jobs such as spraying or top dressing. Where it gets
complex is when semi-powershift, shuttle and creep speeds are added
into the mechanical transmission mix. The key is having the right gear
speed choices within the critical 0.5 to 10kph working range.

2WD or 4WD. Few courses will ‘need’ the extra traction afforded by
4WD. The key issue, however, is not the drive to the axle itself but the
influence a driven front axle will have on standard tyre equipment
offered, the ballast effect of a heavier front axle and its influence upon
turn radius. A 4WD tractor in 2WD can have a perfectly acceptable lock,
but does the inertia within the axle influence how the front tyres scuff
during a turn?

PTO. Most tractors will come with a single 540rpm PTO, but a more
powerful model may benefit from a 750rpm ‘economy’ 750 rpm PTO
speed choice. This allows 540 rpm to be delivered at the PTO at greatly
reduced engine speeds. Tractors of 55hp plus may offer this. Ground

Mechanical transmissions with some form of powershift make swapping ratios a doddle. speed PTO is another option. How the PTO is engaged is also a

This can be a useful feature to consider. A power shuttle is useful too, with an increasing consideration. A simple lever and live PTO system is a good starting
point, electronic selection not being the gimmick it was once seen to be;
modern designs should modulate power uptake to the PTO, avoiding the
harsh engagement associated with some early designs.

number of ‘small’ tractors benefiting from 'big’ tractor features

A FEW BUYING CONSIDERATIONS:

* Rear linkage capacity. How much can be raised on
the rear linkage is important, but lift capacity on its
own is only part of the story. A critical factor is how
much can be raised without having to add front ballast
to exploit what it can potentially lift. A physically larger
tractor with a longer wheelbase may end up as a
‘lighter’ package, on the right tyres, than a smaller
tractor with ballast.

Engine power. Manufactures will offer a range of
essentially the same tractor with a choice of power
outputs. It is always tempting and easy to suggest going
for as much power from a given package as possible. This
buys enough ‘surplus’ power to cope should larger

equipment be purchased in the future. But think before P : o aiadh i :

3 s - . e, = £ S AN Skl ot iy o 2 i SRS b4
g.omg down Fhls rou.te, pamCUI.a”y Whe.n going up a class A 92hp ‘ag’ tractor on turf tyres does not suddenly become ideally suited to the demands of golf, but it
size to benefit from increased lift capacity. shows what can be achieved. All this good work will be undone by those rock hard trailer tyres!

* Cab, ROPS, Straddle or platform. The choice
between a cab and ROPS tractor is pretty obvious, an
air conditioned and heated cab having obvious
attractions. Risk assessment needs taking into
account in this decision, particularly on tractors that
may be used for spraying. Some tractors may even
have sealed cabs that, when fitted with active carbon
filters, influencing the safety equipment that needs to
be worn when applying certain materials. Traditional
straddle tractors, with the transmission tunnel
running between the operator’s legs, and typically
the gear levers too, are rivalled by platform designs
with a flat floor and side mounted levers.

* Front linkage. A growing number of small tractors
can be specified from new with an integral front

s S S o Ko o e
A simple tractor and loader combination is fantastically useful, but there is no reason why this same tractor, fitted Ilnkage or retrofitted with one at a later date.' The
with the right tyres and without its loader, cannot be used to top dress or spray the greens actual number of uses on a course for front linkages
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are limited, but they do have advantages. The most obvious is enabling
ballast to be easily fitted and removed. Also consider applications such
as sweeping, a front mounted mower, extra spray tank or even a
transport box.

« Front loader. Even if a loader is not at the top of the wish list, it can pay
to buy a tractor with a loader ready specification. A tractor that can be
specified with mid-mount remote valves with a joystick control have a
head start if a loader is purchased at a later date. A specification that
can include a shuttle transmission for fast changes between forward and
reverse, with or without the clutch, is also worth considering. There are
also models that are offered with a choice of loader designs from the
factory. These may come at a favourable ‘package’ price.

« Tyres. It is really important to think laterally on the tyre issue. Turf
pattern tyres are not necessarily low ground bearing pressure tyres. The
standard tractor wheel rims are also not the only ones that can be fitted,
offset rims allow far fatter and softer rubber to be fitted. Of equal
importance there is no reason why a tractor should be shod with just
one set of wheels and tyres. Around 20 minutes with a jack and air
wrench should be enough to swap between standard tyres for trailer,
loader and hard surface duties and soft turf friendly rubber for top
dressing, spraying or coring.

Modern tractors can look pretty stylish but it is the bits you cannot see that really matter.
Good ergonomics, the right range of gears and enough lift without too much ballast up
front are more important

* Operator comfort. There is more to comfort than just choosing between
a cab and ROPS model. The way the controls are laid out, levels of noise
and vibration plus the type of seat fitted are all critical. On paper
specifications are one thing, but actually jumping on a range of different
tractors really can highlight just how they vary. In an ideal world, the
trick is to draw up a shortlist of models and then try them side by
side. A modern looking tractor may be hiding ancient ‘oily bits'. The
obvious first choice is not always the best choice.

A modern tractor should is far less likely to leak oil, but accidents can happen. It is well
worth using biodegradable oil in the hydraulics. This will not prevent hot spilt oil
scorching the turf, but it will allow the damaged area to recover much faster

A good place to start when thinking about a new tractor is with a tyre specialist. Fitted
with the right wheel rim and tyre combination, larger and heavier tractors need not be

restricted to just the fairways

A tractor with 4WD can be extremely manoeuvrable. A flat tread at full lock is a point to
look at as it will help reduce turf damage during a really tight turn. A simple test is to do
a few 'doughnuts’ with a demo tractor
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Trilo vacuum, sweep, scari
cut, spread and blow!

The world’s No 1 in Vacuum Sweepers

With 35 years’ experience and a range of
quality machinery, it's easy to see why Trilo
is the world-leader in vacuum sweepers.
Built to an extremely high standard, the
wide choice of models and numerous
options available ensures you can trust Trilo
to make your job casier and more efficient.
Trilo have a range of quality high
specification groundcare equipment which
offers the complete solution for scarifying,

cutting, spreading, mowing and blowing. bl960

HIRE, SALES, PARTS & SERVICE Call us today for a demo

Trilo UK Ltd TRILO

Wadebridge Farm, Landwade Exning, Newmarket, Suffolk CB8 7NE

Tel: (01638) 720123 Fax: (01638) 720128 www.trilo.co.uk UK LTD g

Insurance
as individual as you

Unique offers a range of personal insurance products
designed to meet your needs.

Products include:

*  Travel

» Life assurance

* Home buildings and contents
*  Motor

* Pets

For a free, no obligation quote on any of these products,
please call:

01603 828255 .. voscuns

and see how much you could save!

unigque

Insurance as individual Il as
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Horne Park Wins
Through to the USA

Horne Park GC from Surrey, has won the Great
Britain National Final of the 2006 John Deere
Team Championship, held for the first time at

o
East Sussex National GC, Uckfield, in September. mcHAg"

Steve Mitchell reports...

The winning team from Horne Park - made up of Club Owner Neil
Burke, Secretary Elaine Purton, Head Greenkeeper Danny O'Rourke
and John Deere Dealer Salesman Andy Page of Palmer's Turfcare at
Hailsham, East Sussex - will be travelling to America in November to
play in the 20th John Deere World Team Championship Final. This is
being held at Reynolds Plantation Resort in Georgia, with the winners
from Great Britain and Ireland playing against teams from Asia,
Australia, Canada, Germany, Norway, Sweden and the USA.

Horne Park’s net score of 57 (15 under par) in the modified scramble
event, was 1.7 shots ahead of Welwyn Garden City from Hertfordshire, and
2.1 ahead of the third place team from Tydd St Giles Golf and Leisure
Centre in Cambridgeshire - whose greenkeeper Kevin Goude, won the
prize for Longest Drive at the East Course’s 446 yard 9th hole. Nearest the
Pin on the 137 yard 8th hole was won by Jim Fergusson, Secretary at
Douglas Park GC in Glasgow.

“Going to the USA will be the experience of a lifetime for all of us,” said
Horne Park GC Club Secretary, Elaine Purton. “The way we played in both
the regional and national finals, we thought we had a pretty good chance
of winning. Over 36 holes we really couldn’t have done any more; the final
was enormous fun, everyone played their part and it really was a team
effort, right the way through.

“In a scramble format things have to happen for you, and they did - we
chipped in three times, holed a wedge from 80 yards... about the only
thing we didn’t manage was a hole in one, so we knew we'd take some
beating on the day. We were all very impressed with East Sussex National,
the course and the facilities were excellent all round, and now we're really
looking forward to representing Great Britain in the World Final in
November.”

Altogether 21 John Deere dealerships organised Regional Qualifiers for
this year's tournament, the fourth held in Great Britain and Ireland, with a
total of 362 teams competing across both countries. Adare Manor Hotel
and Golf Resort from Co Limerick won the Irish National Final, also held in
September for the first time at the PGA National Ireland and Palmerstown
House golf resort near Dublin.

o

The winning team from Horne Park GC

BIGGA Chief Executive, John Pemberton

Donations are traditionally made to greenkeeping associations in all the
countries which take part in the Team Championship, and this year John
Deere Limited has contributed a total of £9050 to support the educational
activities of BIGGA and GCSAI (Golf Course Superintendents’ Association of
Ireland). Donations to BIGGA now total £34,475 since the Team
Championship started in Great Britain and Ireland in 2002.
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CROSSWORD - Compiled by Anax
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ACROSS

Lover, inamorato (8)

Thingy, whatsit (6)

Irrigate (5)

Idyllic location (name taken from 1947 musical) (9)
Dangerously deceitful person (5,2,3,5)

Strength (7)

Shaggy-haired US bison (7)

Military music for bagpipes (7)

Small pickled cucumber (7)

UK soccer team whose name appears in the Bible (Luke) (5,2,3,5)
State of being (9)

Lopsided (5)

Of a female cat, to produce young (6)

Burial ground (8)

DOWN

Largest county of Wales (5)

Take back (something said) (7)

Queen of France who reputedly said “Let them eat cake” (5,10)
Amusing social anecdote, often partly true (5,4)

Former South African republic, capital Bloemfontein (6,4,5)
Series of continuous pictures (7)

Easily (5,4)

Hankering (4)

Small, insignificant person (9)

Head honcho (3,6)

French aviator, first to fly across the English Channel (7)
Finger joint (7)

Provide money (4)

Greetings from Texas! (5)

Greenkeeper International brings you ‘In the Shed’, a
puzzle page to keep you entertained when the weather
forces you in or for when times are slow.

ANAGRAM

This Turkish football team gave Liverpool FC a run for their money in this year's Champions League.

A SAGA LAY ART

QUICK ‘NINE HOLE' QUIZ

1. Who scored Scotland’s only goal during Euro 96?
2. Who did Manchester Utd beat during the 2001/02 season 5-3 after being 0-3 down at half time?
3. What is Dom Perignon famous for producing?

4, Name the German born player who won three Wimbledon and four US Open titles and captained
his county in the Davis Cup.

5. Newcastle failed to qualify for next season’s Champions League after a 3-3 draw with
Southampton. Who scored Newcastle's last minute equaliser?

6. Which sport is hoping to become an Olympic event in 2008?
7. Who in 1999 became the first teenager to take part in the Ryder Cup?
8. Which member of England’s Rugby World Cup winning team became the latest player to retire?

9. Which boxer said Audrey Harrison had a ‘powder-puff punch”?

SUDOKU AW K. 3 gl
Fill in the grid so that every row, 1 716
every column and every 3x3 box 613 7/
contains the numbers 1 to 9.
709 2|5
3|2 4|8
9 4|7
j o [l 8
Supplied by www.dailysudoku.com 1 i 9 4

ANSWERS TO ALL THE PUZZLES ARE SHOWN ON PAGE 58
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SPOT THE DIFFERENCE

Look closely at the pictures below and try and spot the difference between them.
You should be able to spot six!
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