Who to see during your day at Saltex
Exhibitor name Stand Notes

BIGGA GOl

AFT Trenchers A49

Hunter Grinders P22

MJT Contracts DABS5

Sovereign Turf 15

Wolf Garten FI2

Techneat DAVO06

Appin Woods V41/DAAGS

Bayer G03

Club Car Q07

Avanta Seeds Fl6

Rufford Soil H69

APPIN -WOCDS.
 MACHINERY LTD

Dealers required
throughout the
UK for this superb
range of toP
quality tractor
equipment

When only the best will do...

Turf Batwing Finishing Mower 12-171t.

See us at SALTEX
Stand DAUO6

. Tel: 08703 210256
Mobile: 07850 210256

SPPS 80 (Self Propelled Pedestrian Sprayer):

Key tool, in the groundsman's armoury of leading UK
championship grass court tennis venues, along with
golf and bowling complexes throughout the UK.

I 01353 862044

info@techneat.co.uk \ T e C h Qe a t

W: www.techneat.co.uk

STR Superturf Renovator/Grass
Seeder and all landscaping
equipment.

neering Itd
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relief, spin,
Orboth %

The unique Jupiter 2000 grinder has it all.

The Jupiter 2000 has the exceptional accuracy of
relief grinding and fully automatic spin. It grinds
cylinders ‘in and out of situ’ and sharpens both
edges of the bottom blades. Unlike other
machines, coolant is used on cylinders and
bottom blades.

Only the Jupiter 2000 is capable of returning
both cylinders and bottom blades to the
original manufacturers specification.

Save time, money and workshop space without
compromising on performance!

GRINDERS

CUTTING EDGE PIONEERS

Ask for a demonstration and see the results for yourself

T 01207 270316

Delta Works, Hobson Industrial Estate
Burnopfield, Newcastle upon Tyne NE16 6EA

Tel: +44 (0) 1207 270316 Fax: +44 (0) 1207 270312

www.huntergrinders.com
Email: admin@huntergrinders.com
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03348 MANY

XL is a brand new breed of top dressing from
Rufford. Instead of using soil or peat as an organic
amendment it utilises lignite, a unique dark-coloured
mineral formed over many millions of years. We
think it's been worth the wait.

The physical properties of lignite make it an
extremely valuable material for a number of
applications. Through extensive research and
development we've succeeded in harnessing these
properties in a top dressing - with some very
impressive results.

XL has all of the advantages associated with our
existing top dressings. It also offers a range of extra
benefits including:

improved wetting after a dry spell
excellent nutrient retention

enhanced soil conditioning

greater quality control and consistency

For further details please contact

Rigby Taylor Ltd
Freefone

0800 424 919



http://www.huntergrinders.com
mailto:admin@huntergrinders.com

THE 10G SALTEX LAYOUT

River Thames

Top RoaS
o ST ERNERRE
.

s
a
g

Yellow Area

Blue Area

Emranc N

s

Marina "\

[l security 4

LI Pedestrian &  Shuttle Bu
: / Vehicle Bridge
47

Windsor Lad Road g M! Ba'm ;
Entry ONLY on Exhibition Days | 1 & 585 tl - Meadow

for Exhibitors & Visitors —HE

< To Maidenhead Maidenhead Road |

SALTEX is held at Windsor Racecourse, which is set in 165 acres of Berkshire
countryside, on the banks of the River Thames. The Racecourse has easy access from
the M4, M25, M3 and M40 motorways. Heathrow Airport is just a 15 minute drive
and Gatwick and Luton are within an hour of the Racecourse.

By Road:

From the M25

Leave the motorway at Junction 15, where you'll join the M4, heading West.
From the M4

Westbound — leave the M4 at junction 6, follow the brown signs for Windsor
Racecourse or yellow AA signs for I0G SALTEX 2004.

From the M4

Eastbound — leave the M4 at junction 8/9, follow the brown signs for Windsor
Racecourse or yellow AA signs for I0G SALTEX 2004.

By Bus:

Windsor Express bus number 700 connects London with Windsor. They depart
from London Victoria Green Line Coach Station and you alight at Maidenhead
Road, which is a short walk from the Racecourse.

For more information call +44 (0)870 608 7261.

By Rail:

You can travel by rail to Slough station from Paddington or the South West, or
to Windsor Riverside & Eton station from London Waterloo. There will be a
shuttle bus running from near Windsor Riverside & Eton station to and from
the exhibition site every day.

TGA Quality Turf For all locations * Grown on Sandy Loam

~ —~
ﬁ REGAL rye mix
ELITE non rye
NEW CENTURY greens
A Also available as 20sq mt Jumbo Rolls
SOVEREIGN Visit us on Stand I5 - “All year round Quality Turf”

T u R F SOVEREIGN TURF LTD, WOODBRIDGE, SUFFOLK
Tel 01728 688984 Fax 01728 688949

www.sovereignturf.com Email: sales@sovereignturf .co.uk
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ﬁw/ﬁ ) UTILITY VEHICLE

...Drive it once and you’ll know.

Intellitrak automatic all wheel drive

Up to 635kg Vehicle Load Capacity

20 HP Kubota diesel or Honda petrol engines
25 mph top speed

Available in fully road legal form ex-factory
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Letters"'

Questions are the Answer

Greenkeeping is not a job, its a vo;atn:r;.
If their salary was pased on the num err‘a 5
hours and the amount of effort the, favle ' s_q
greenkeeper puts in, then n_mst golf clu
would have to increase their membe;cs’
subscription by an amqunt that_ ’:vo: e
probably lead to riots in the spi c.:j aflthe
accompanied by cries for the lyea o
Chairman of the Green .Commlttee.’ "

Sadly, the vast majority of golf z u ™
members don't have the faln'test idea o 1)
how much work is involved in keeping 2
course in good order. And sa.dly, the’:'Ie a
also quite a number who quite frankly

't even care. .
doZrtvs ‘;s they don't have a flue what.H;( 2
takes to keep a golf course In gooddmc s
understand that this is a year-roun
process, they are always the first to e
complain when they find the greens a

Recycle and sape Lives

It occurred to me r.
ecently that many of
your readers will have an old mobile pyhone
Or printer cartridge tucked away in a
drawer at home or at work.

What they Mmay not realise is that theijr

unwanted items can benef;
it the R
Lung Cancer Foundation. oy Castle

Old mobiles and empt i 1
can be recycled and e e

llow tinned.
been top dressed or ho

They are also the same peop!e whoﬁn e
pelieve that it's the greenkeeping st::’ s jo
to clean up footmarks in bunkers an .
replace divots - after all, that what they ge

id for!
pa; strongly believe that every golf club
should have at least oné ev-enmg a year
when the members are invited a!ong toa
'question and answer session' with the
head greenkeeper or course

rintendent.
su;;_’ew vast majority of golfers want to have
ide in their golf course. ;

; p1"’l,1erefore, if they were better informed
of the few simple things they coulc{ ¢.10 to
help keep the coursé in good congl'tlon,
then they would be more than willing to
complyh bertson
Bill Robe ) )
Editor Golf Links magazine

the proceeds will b
: e
:seld to helg fund vital research into the
arly detection, diagnosis and treatment of
lung cancer as we "

Il as providing s
for sufferers and their families.g gehie

" .Wlth.38, 000 new cases of lung cancer
: helng d{agnosed each year and 80% of
120se diagnosed not surviving longer than

months, lung cancer js the biggest
cancer killer in the UK.

But that's not all. Recycling :
' . ycling is
environmentally friendly too (mobile
phones and printer cartridges take
hu;:dreds of years to biodegrade)

O you can help the Earth and :
very worthwhile cause too! il s

.P’:ease help us continue our vital work
with lung cancer sufferers and their

families ] ]
A by donating old printer cartridges

nd mobile phones from h
For details just call o il

website 8712 50 50 50, visit our

:l./wwl.recyclingappeal. com/roycastle or
imply drop your Unwanted items in the
post to: Roy Castle Rec

cli
31-37 Etna Road, FALK gl o i

;Flanine by IRK FK2 9EG
undraising Manage
Roy Castle Shie,

Lung C
Foundation oy

YOUR LETTERS ARE REQUESTED!

Send to: Scott MacCallum, Editor, Greenkeeper International, BIGGA HOUSE, Aldwark, Alne, York YO61 1UF, or email them to: scott@bigga.co.uk
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GTC Executive Director, David
Golding - visits the Marquee.
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Ivor with his
picture along side
John Pemberton,
Chief Executive
(left) and Andy
Campbell,
National
Chairman, (right)
just after Ivor had

sent Todd -
Hamilton and i
Ernie Els off on i
their dramatic final L\
Grant Moir of the R&A explains some of the rules issues the team round. =

might face on the eve of the Championship.

Royal Troon boasts one of the most famous par-3s in the world in the
8th, known the world over as The Postage Stamp. This year the hole
again grabbed the headlines when Ernie Els holed-in-one in the opening
round, but when it comes to the Championship as a whole it was the
BIGGA Greenkeeping Support Team which had the week well and truly
licked.

The team boasted a true international flavour with members from America,
Canada, Spain and Sweden, joined by an Antipodean touch provided by an
Australian and New Zealander both working at clubs in the UK, added to this a
couple of Englishmen currently working in Germany. Everyone combined to make
it a genuinely successful week with everyone representing the Association well
and presenting their profession in a very good light.

Over the week they assisted Royal Troon Course Manager, Billy McLachlan, and
his own squad, by preparing the 93 bunkers for play at the beginning of each day
while a member of the Team walked with each match ensuring that any bunker
visited was raked in a consistent and professional manner.

In all, over the four days 1097 bunkers were raked, 238 more than when the
Championship was last played at Troon in 1997, and it brings the total number of
bunkers raked by the BIGGA Greenkeeping Support Team since records began in
1995 to 11,223. That's a lot of sand!

BIGGA RECOGNISES AN UNSUNG HERO
BIGGA honoured Ivor Robson, Official Starter for the Open Championship, as well
as a huge number of European Tour events to commemorate his 30th consecutive
Open.

Ivor has welcomed many of the legends of the game onto the 15t tee, as well

as coped superbly with the pronunciation intricacies, which have inevitably
followed as the game of golf and The Open Championship have grown over the
last three decades. In recognition of his unstinting service he was presented with
Associate Membership of BIGGA by Association Chairman, Andy Campbell, on the
15t tee once Ernie Els and Todd Hamilton had begun their final round.

“As an Association, BIGGA represents a body of professionals who are often
described as ‘Unsung Heroes' and we felt it was fitting to recognise a man who for
the last three decades has also fitted the description of unsung hero,” said Andy.

As well as his Associate Membership card, Ivor was presented with a limited
edition Graeme Baxter print of Carnoustie, where in 1975 he officiated at his first
Open Championship. The print was signed and personalised by the artist once he
had announced the final match.

MOTIVATIONAL EXCELLENCE
The Sven Goran Eriksson Award for Motivational Excellence goes to Skip Kendall's
caddie who complimented his player on a fine shot to the 11th by telling him that
it was the first time he'd hit off the middle of the club all day. He was four under at
the time - Information supplied by BIGGA Greenkeeping Support Team
member lan Semple, of Old Folds Manor Golf Club.

FRED KARNO'S CIRCUS

Colin Montgomerie had to put up with a lot during his first round. Not only did he
have to carry the weight of expectation of the local man and be followed by a
posse of photographers and writers, he also had to cope with a group of irate
pensioners demonstrating on the beach as he was playing the 274 Information
supplied by BIGGA Greenkeeping Support Team member, Mike Gash, of
Moseley Golf Club.

Brian Aitken, left, of Tumberry Hotel, leaves the
14th green and Gary Brown, right, of West Herts
GC, enjoying the final round.




Deputy Course Manager, Gordon Ross, explains how Royal Troon
rake their bunkers to the team.

PICCADILLY CIRCUS
“Quiet Please!" Padrai%Harrington had to call on his powers of concentration to
the full playing the 17t during the opening round. Just as he was about to tee off
some children began shouting to each other.

He stopped and readied himself again only for the intercom on the gate of the
house adjacent to the tee spark into action to the sound of someone saying
“Hello? Hello? Hello?”. Third attempt and this time someone dropped a bottle in
the grandstand — Information supplied by BIGGA Greenkeeping Support Team
member, Kevin Hodges, of Weston Park Golf Club.

OTHER GREENKEEPER SUPPORT
Amateur Champion, Stuart Wilson had some greenkeeper support during his fine
opening round but not just in the shape of the BIGGA Greenkeeping Support
Team. Stuart had a greenkeeper on his bag from his home course of Forfar who
was caddying for the first time in a major event - Information supplied by
BIGGA Greenkeeping Support Team member, Adam Champion, of Olds
College, Canada.

TRAIN DRIVER WITH A SENSE OF HUMOUR
US Open Champion Retief Goosen, Robert Allenby and Jay Haas were the victims
of a train driver who doubled up as a comedian when they were playing the gth
on the first day. As they walked up the fairway the train’s horn played out the tune
“What a load of rubbish — Information supplied by BIGGA Greenkeeping
Support Team member, Graham Blum, Aussie from Moor Park Golf Club.

TEMPER, TEMPER

Past Royal Troon winner Mark Calcavecchia showed no mercy to the scene of his
1989 triumph when, in danger of missing the cut on the 16t he pushed his tee

Vijay Singh and John Mair, of Bellshill GC, stride out on the 5th. He was later presented
with a couple of Vijay's golf balls for all his hard work.

shot and smashed the tee marker to pieces in anger. He then had to clear up the
mess before he moved on - Information supplied by BIGGA Greenkeeping
Support Team member, lain Barr, of Largs Golf Club.

OFF HIS HEAD
Rorg Sabbatini had more than just the bunkers and the rough to cope with on the
12N, The head of his 2-iron flew off as he played his tee shot. He still made par
though - Information supplied by BIGGA Greenkeeping Support Team
member, Richard Barker.

WHAT ARE THE CHANCES OF THAT?
Paul Broadhurst and Ignacio Garrido provided the walking referee with an unusual
problem on the 14t on the second day when they both hit their tee shots to the
same square centimetre of land. Touching each other, one of the balls had to be
marked - Information supplied by BIGGA Greenkeeping Support Team
member Richard Matteson CGSA, of Pendleton Country Club, Oregan, USA.

DID HE WALK UNDER A LADDER?
Brian Davies rued his luck on The Postage Stamp. He hit the green with his tee
shot but it spun into a bunker. He then played a lovely bunker shot which hit the
pin and bounced back into the same bunker. He finished with a five - Information
supplied by BIGGA Greenkeeping Support Team member, lain McLeod, of
Tain Golf Club.

ROYAL APPOINTMENT
Richard Matteson, of Pendleton Country Club, in Oregon, USA, turned to chat to
someone standing beside him on the fairway only to discover he was in
conversation with the Duke of York. A great tale to take back with him to the

The history of the bigger bunker data

‘95St. As ‘96 Ly'm  '97 Troon*
Bunkers 112 185 84
Rd 1 214 501 344
, Rd2 201 577 272
. Rd 3 130 269 107
Rd 4 156 2N 136
5 Total 701 1618 859
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98 B'dale '99 C'stie ‘00StAs ‘01lym ‘02 M'field ‘03 St. G's '04Troon
117 115 112 197 148 106 93

355 539 148 557 359 388 393

406 468 164 547 372 405 in

226 202 65 224 175 149 148

153 265 n 257 169 181 185
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Peter Lacey, centre, would have kicked the black cat, had there been one, after the week he had. The search for the
stolen bunker rake was singularly unsuccessful.

States. Rob Boyce, of Links (Newmarket) GC had the same experience just beside
the 12th tee when he found himself passing the time of day with the Prince, who
is the current Captain of the R&A.

BAD DAY OF THE WEEK 1
Wednesday. Peter Lacey, of Pennard GC, missed his flight to Glasgow Airport
because he had to go home to collect his passport... even though he was flying
from Wales. His airline of choice has a strict identification policy and his driving
licence wasn't sufficient to satisfy everyone at check-in.

SANTA CLAUS AWARD FOR GENEROSITY
This goes to Justin Austin, of Wind Whistle G&CC, who gave up one of the prime
matches on the Sunday. Justin had been given the match featuring Colin
Montgomerie and Canadian former Masters Champion Mike Weir but knew that
Adam Champion, the Canadian member of the Support Team, was a big fan of
Weir but had been unlucky in the ballot and did not have a game on the Sunday.

“| felt that Adam had come all the way from Canada to be on the team and it
was a shame that he didn’t have a match on the Sunday. I'd only come from
England and | knew how much it would mean to him to get the Mike Weir
match,” said Justin.

Adam was thrilled and promised Justin a drink. .. well quite a few drinks
actually. “I was hoping just to follow Mike Weir’s match round on Sunday but to

Adam Champion enjoying that final round with his hero, Mike Weir,
thanks to Justin Austin.

Gareth Abernethy, Balmoral GC,
Northern Ireland, poses in his Open
Championship uniform.

actually be given the match was amazing. | can’t thank Justin enough,” said
Adam, who was later seen out of the course, thoroughly enjoying himself and
punching the air whenever his hero produced a birdie.

BAD DAY OF THE WEEK 2
Sunday. Peter Lacey, of Pennard GC again. This time he'd reached the 7t hole of
the final round when nature called. He nipped off to the nearest loo carefully
leaving his rake in the long grass just inside the ropes. When he returned the rake
was gone. It had been stolen.

A frantic search proved unsuccessful so Peter approached the referee with his
match and explained his problem. The official laughed and told the players. The
players, Brad Faxon and Adam Scott, also laughed and promised not to go into
any bunkers until a replacement rake was brought out. The referee passed a
message to the BBC who contacted the BIGGA HQ for the week and a rake was
rushed out to Peter who by this time had got round to the 10t rakeless.
Fortunately his players had been true to their word and hadn't found any sand in
that time but Peter had a hard time facing his colleagues when he got in off the
course.

A notice subsequently went up seeking information on the stolen rake and
announcing the court martial that Peter would be facing as a result of losing his
weapon in the heat of battle.

UNLUCKY PRESIDENT
BIGGA President, Sir Michael Bonallack OBE decided to watch Ernie Els on the first
morning and walked the first seven holes with the eventual runner-up. At that
stage he walked back to the tented village and popped into the BIGGA Marquee
to say hello. It was then during a chat about the golf that he learned that Ernie
had aced The Postage Stamp — the 8t He'd missed the hole-in-one by one hole.

,_,.-,{ 24K '[l‘r V'uu -1-‘!-.

Bert Cross carrying out some work
in the BIGGA cabin




Be the best with

the R&A

Steve Isaac, Assistant Director of Golf Course Management, discusses
the important work of The R&A towards Best Practice.

Hopefully, you are all aware of our best practice guidelines website and, if
you have not done so already, you will join the 500 or so clubs who have

registered to www.bestcourseforgolf.org within three months of its launch.

Best practice is one of those phrases that gets into circulation without
anyone really being able to define what it means. The same could be said
of sustainability.

As The R&A website has the first in its title and the second as a regular
theme throughout the guidance, it is necessary to explain what we mean
when using these terms.

As far as we are concerned, the two terms have to be considered
together. Both refer to economic and environmental attributes but these
have to be put into the context of course management whose priority it is
to produce quality playing surfaces.

We could get into a chicken and egg situation here. The
implementation of best practice should ensure that golf clubs can be
managed sustainably both in economic and environmental terms, whilst
producing quality playing surfaces which golfers will want to return to
time and again. Conversely, sustainable courses in economic and
environmental terms will have to be managed to best practice.

There is a sliding scale to be considered. What can be afforded, and
therefore economically sustainable, at one club may be considered
unaffordable elsewhere. However, throwing money at a golf course will
tend to go against best practice, especially when you apply the
environmental criteria.

The R&A are not advocating course management on the cheap. We are
not suggesting programmes of austerity if they cannot produce quality
playing surfaces. However, we believe there are some basic universal
principles of best practice which apply across the globe.

() Species selection and promotion. What grass species are most
appropriate for the climate zone you are working in?

We are fortunate in the UK that our climate favours fine bent and
fescue grasses which produce top quality playing surfaces in the most
economically and environmentally sustainable manner.

Why have many courses lost these grasses from their greens over the
last 30 years or so? The expectations of the golfer is clearly a major
influence, with the demand for colour and speed resulting in the
implementation of maintenance practices, such as very close mowing and
increased fertiliser and water inputs, which favour Poa annua. But, we
would argue, this response to golfer pressure cannot be considered
sustainable, nor best practice.

(Q The use of the least amount of chemicals on the golf course.

Chemicals pollute and if we as an industry can work to minimise
applications of fertiliser, pesticide and other chemical materials on the golf
course we will be considered a sustainable user of land, which can only be
for the good of the development of the game.

This may not be a great concern to clubs in the UK where golf is part of
the social fabric, but in countries where golf is not an established game it
can be critical to the chances of construction projects being approved.
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Q0 The use of the least amount of water.

Even in the UK this is becoming an issue, particularly in the southeast of
England. Again, look further afield and water use is a serious
consideration for planners in Mediterranean countries where water is
scarce. Species selection is a key element in this regard as there are some
warm-season grasses which use far less water than others, and other
species that can take recycled or even saline water.

0 Maintaining turf health through a management regime based
on sound cultural practices.

If you put excessive stress on green turf through over close mowing or
severe verticutting, which demands extra fertiliser and water to achieve
recovery, which then requires extra top dressings to check thatch, then you
are into unsustainable territory.

A Fine fescue dominated swards, clockwise from top left, in
Slovakia, Denmark, the Netherlands and Scotland.
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