
Smith, Weston, for being selected to join the 
Greenkeepers' Support Team for The Open 
Championship. 

Don't forget G/A Greensomes at Orchardleigh 
GC Wednesday May 21 at 1pm. 

Countrywide have announced the 
appointment of Martin Townsend, formally of 
Scotts UK, as their new Turf and Amenity Sales 
Manager. So along with top quality seed and 
fertilisers you can also order half a cow and 
some pig feed. 

Right back to more irrigation repairs. 
Email: 
greenkeepers@bathgolfclub.fsworld.co.uk. 
Telephone: 01225 483486 
Mobile: 078123 80936 

Guy Woods 

South Coast 
As I sit and write these notes I am distracted 

by my television, and the sight of a statue of 
Saddam Hussain in central Baghdad being pulled 
down as American troops liberate the Iraqis. It is 
a very sobering vision and brings life very much 
back into perspective! My original opening was 
about the great difficulties that the weather is 
blessing us with once more. We are once more 
under drought conditions and with the 
temperature reaching 18 degrees our members 
are wondering why they are not playing on 
greens with summer characteristics. Well if your 
course is similar to ours then you will be 
struggling to get any sort of growth! But as I 
said, we should put things into perspective. 

Life in the Section is quiet at the moment. I 
have two pieces of news to pass on to you. 
Firstly we say a very fond farewell to a quite 
remarkable lady. Our Regional Administrator, 
Paula Humphries, is retiring at the end of April to 
enjoy life with her husband, Mike. I have had the 
privilege of knowing Paula for a number of years 
and she has worked relentlessly on behalf of the 
South West and South Wales Region, which our 
Section falls within. During that time Paula has 
not been in the best of health but has never let 
this affect her work or enthusiasm for it. 
Probably more importantly she has never let her 
illness dampen her spirits and I have never heard 
her complain about it once. We all wish Paula a 
long and happy retirement with Mike and she 
has assured me that she would like to attend 
some of our golf days so she can keep in touch. 
Thank you Paula ! 

We also say farewell to Kevan Glass, of 
Brokenhurst Manor Golf Club, as he ventures 
across the border and takes on fresh challenges 
at Loch Lomond Golf Club. It's a big move for 
Kevan and I know it is a challenge he is relishing 
and one he will rise to. Good luck Kevan and 
keep in touch. 

As I said before, its been a quiet month and I 
have promised Scott that after my version of War 
and Peace last month I would keep it short and 
sweet this month. Please contact me if you have 
any news you wish to include. 

Until next month 
Alex McCombie 

Surrey 
Although you are reading this in the May 

edition of our magazine I am sure that every 
member will remember what an excellent day 
we all had at Cuddington Golf Club on March 
13. Many thanks to Stuart Shoppard and his staff 
for presenting the course in such a magnificent 
way and arranging for such superb weather. 
Cuddington was bathed in glorious sunshine and 
the temperature was really warm. Michael 
Sawicki took full advantage of the conditions 
and scored 37 points taking first prize. Nigel 
Colly was second losing only on countback with 
Steve Holmes just pipping Greg Richardson into 
third position. Longest Drive was delivered by 
Anthony Freeman and Nearest the Pin was Gary 
Rowe's finest hour. Best par 3 score was 
accurately obtained by Mick McLaren at -1. Our 
next tournament is on May 29 at Old Thorns Golf 
Club so please send your application in on time 
with your payment to Ian Sellars. 

Congratulation paragraph informs us that Dan 
Wheeler, Roehampton GC, has been appointed 
Head Greenkeeper at Mottram Hall Golf Club and 
Gary Kenny takes over at Hampton Court 
following John Biermont's retirement due to ill 
health. Our best wishes to John and an early 
return to full health. David Andrews celebrates 
25 years at Purley Downs Golf Club and John 
Day takes control at Woking Golf Club. 

Brian Willmott 

What about yer. There's not much to write 
about this month. So far, a spell of fine weather 
and all you do is work, you're getting to be a 
boring lot (Joke). 

Friends in England often ask me where to go 
in Ireland as they are thinking of visiting for a 
few days, I say that's not long enough, but I also 
tell them pin a map up on the wall, throw a dart 
and go there. 

I have been blessed with having seen every 
square inch of the whole of our country, quite 
often in beautiful weather, I suggest they start at 

the Europa Hotel in Belfast. Go south, keep 
going and end up back in the same hotel. I tell 
them, though, to keep out of Northern Ireland. 
It's mine! However I have just got back from 
Donegal, windy, cold, sunny, beautiful. 

Loving Northern Ireland as I do, there is 
something special about Donegal. They say it's 
the last place God made. He practised on the 
rest of the world and when he got it right he 
built Donegal. Now I know when you receive my 
calling cards most of you leave the country. Well 
the best yet, Jim McKenna, at Doonbeg, had 
gone to get measured for his wedding suit! I 
mean would anyone go that far? 

I've just had my hair cut, I told the barber to 
cut a bit more off one side than the other leave 
the back and top a bit scraggy and cut the fringe 
on the slope. He said he couldn't send me out 
looking like that, I said you managed it last time. 

There have been two educational events both 
were very well attended and proved very 
beneficial. 

Many thanks to Bernard Findlay, and 
Portstewart Golf Club. Bernard gave a tour of his 
newly built golf course and talked of Links 
management. Thanks also to Ruth Mann, from 
STRI, who generously gave her time and a very 
good talk on Pests and Diseases. It was 
unanimously regarded as an excellent day. 

Greenmount held an event on reel sharpening 
and Soil Science, many thanks to Neil Mclaughlin 
and the college and to Ken Richardson and Sami 
Collins from BIGGA. Again another excellent day. 

The next golf outing will be at Lungan Golf 
Club, 1 pm on May 27. "I am not looking forward 
to it" sponsored by Tacit. 

Last month I wrote about the shows. There is 
something special for me about them. Not only 
do I meet my friends I see how well you all get 
on. There is something about your profession 
that brings you together, similar to other people 
who care for the land. Knowing everyone I can 
sometimes introduce greenkeepers, I remember 
once in Dublin introducing John Rouine, from 
Lahinch, to Andy Robertson, from Ballylifen. 
They became good friends in seconds so much 
that John visited Andy while on honeymoon in 
Donegal. I hope Mrs Rouine ironed Andy's shirts 
he certainly needed them doing. 

I've just had a cup of tea with Jimmy Jones at 
Kilkeel (a real gent). I am now going to write a 
best seller, titled "Irish World Tour of 
Greenkeepers' Canteens". I may give prizes. The 
best will take some finding, the worst even 
harder. 

Cheers Everybody 
Graham Prosser 

www*bigga*org*uk 
check out the latest chat from 

the greenkeeping industry 
FOR GREENKEEPERS • BY GREENKEEPERS • CHAT GREENKEEPERS 

mailto:greenkeepers@bathgolfclub.fsworld.co.uk


Buyers 
GUIDE 

The most cost effective way of reaching 
over 9,000 readers of Greenkeeper 
International every month. 

Just call Cheryl Broomhead on 
01347 833800 and ask about an 
alphabetical category listing. 
The cost starts from as little 
as £29.50 per month 

ONE OF TWO 
CUTTER & BUCK POLO SHIRTS! 
Summer ' s on the w a y and you can 

real ly stand out from the crowd 
wi th a Cutter & Buck designer polo 
shirt. You could be a winner in this 
month's Buyers Guide competit ion 

sponsored by Greenl ink 
Internat ional in support of their 
range of Nutri-Rational foliars. 

Entry could not be simpler! Listed below 
are a series of clues relating to ONE 
company featured in the ever popular 
Buyers' Guide. Take care to look through 
all the products and services shown and 
write down the name of the company 
which you think the following clues 
refer to: 

WHO ARE WE? 

1. W e Have 5 Number 7's in our 
Phone Number 

2. W e are Based in Northern 
Scotland 

3. W e supply to Golf Courses, 
playing fields and sports pitches 

Write down your name, size, address and 
answer on a postcard and send your entries to: 

Turftime Teaser, Greenkeeper International, 
BIGGA HOUSE, Aldwark, Alne, York Y061 1UF. 
Entries to reach us no later than Monday 12th 
May 2003. The first correct 2 entries drawn will 
receive a Cutter & Buck Polo Shirt each. 

This competition is not open to BIGGA Staff or 
non-members. The solution to the April 
'Turftime Teaser' was Shirley Aldred & Co Ltd. 
The 5 lucky winners are: Stephen Whitwell of 
Gog Magog Golf Club, Mr S Pickering of 
Roterham Golf Club, Jeremy Smith of Rushden 
Golf Club and Malcolm Jervis of Chelmsford, 
Chris Tozer of Bridport & West Dorset Golf Club 

Our congratulations and an attractive desk 
clock is on its way to you! 

A E R A T I O N 

H Y D R O J E C T A E R A T I O N 
A N D C H E M I C A L 
I N J E C T I O N S E R V I C E 
(WITH NO SURFACE DISTURBANCE) (WITH NO SURFACE DISTURBANCE) ^ a w j p i i j j m , , , 

KEITH D R I V I R ^ ^ 
(SPORTSTURF CONTRACTOR) 
Tel: 01273 564015 Mobile: 07958 532008 

8 Morecambe Rd, Brighton, Sussex BN1 8TL 

SAVE £7500 
AEROKING 

VERTIDRAINERS 
3 YEARS WARRANTY 

FULL INSTALLATION & OPERATION INSTRUCTION 
AFTER SALES SERVICE AND BACKUP 

FOR DEMONSTRATION: 01604 770065 

T a l l w i n S e r v i c e s L t d 
3 Priestwell Court, East Haddon, Northampton NN6 8BT 

Tel/Fax: 01604 770065 Mobile: 07850 398800 
email: sales@tallwinservices.com 

A G R O N O M Y 

B Jamieson 
Golf Advisors Ltd 

Bruce Jamieson Golf Advisors Ltd, is an 
established company offering expert advice on; 

• Golf Course maintenance 
• Tournament preparation & presentation 
• Machinery selection 
• Budgeting 
• Staff recruitment 
• Soil & turf analysis 
• Establishment of new golf courses 

Contact: Bruce Jamieson 
Browntop, 17 Haywarden Place, Hartley Wintney, Hants, 
RG27 8UA Telephone: 01252 844847 www.bjgolf.co.uk 

A M E N I T Y S P R A Y I N G 

WEED FREE 
'Home of The 

Spraying Mantis' 
T: 07000 481011 
F: 07000 481022 
E: spraying@weedfree.co.uk 
W: www.weedfree.co.uk 

A R T I F I C I A L G R A S S 

v: VERDE SPORTS 
LIMITED 

254 831066 Tel: 01254 831666 Fax: 01254 831066 

• VERDE TEE FRAME 
Steel platform, woven grass top 

• VERDE WINTER TEE 
Generous size, self-install kit 

• VERDE DRIVING MATS 
Top Quality - Long Life - Best Prices 
Replacement inserts for ALL 
Tee-Mats any size - made to measure 

• ARTIFICIAL GRASSES 
Comprehensive range for pathways, 
winter tees and putting 

Gabbotts Farm Barn, Bury Lane, 
Withnell, Chorley, Lancashire PR6 8SW 

www.verdesports.comwww.artificialgrass.org.uk 
email: niki@verdesports.com 

Please call for samples & information 

riciaigrass.org.UK » 
¡.com 

nformation 4 

B I O - T E C H N O L O G Y 

Our 12th year supplying biotech solutions 

Reduce Chemical Use 
Improve Fine Grass Growth 
Disease Management 
Thatch Reduction 

Tel: 01372 456101 
www.symbio.co.uk 

B U N K E R R A K E S 

B U N K E R R A K E S f r o m o n l y 
£ 2 . 4 9 e a c h D E L I V E R E D F R E E 
Strong construction with replaceable threaded 
wooden handle. 
Fewer than 50 £2.90 
each DELIVERED FREE 
50 or more £2.49 each 
DELIVERED FREE 

Prices are for complete rakes. Free delivery UK 
mainland. Rake support pegs 80 pence each. 

Made in the UK by MW Dyason Ltd, 
The Old Church, Brentingby, 
Melton Mowbray LE14 4RX 

Tel: 01664 411911 Fax: 01664 569546 
Email: MikeDyason@aol.com 

BUNKER RAKES 
from f ^ each 

MEMBERS STRONG 
TRADITIONAL SHAPE 

15" WIDE BLACK PLASTIC HEAD 
COMPLETE WITH 48" WOODEN SHAFT 

1 to 39 - £2.95 EACH 40 PLUS - £2.50 EACH 

HOLE CUPS £2.90 FLAGS £0.98p 
FLAG PINS £1.80 TEE MARKERS £1.90 

Greenkeepers/Distributors - FREE SAMPLE 

FAIRWAY PRODUCTS 
Unit 8, Peel Industrial Eslate, Bury, Lanes. BL9 OLU 

Tel/Fax: 0161 763 7060 

C O N S T R U C T I O N 

MJ ABBOTT 

S P E C I A L I S T S IN : 

I GOLF COURSE CONSTRUCTION 

l REMODELLING & RENOVATION 

• SPORTSGROUNDS 

MAINTENANCE 

Dinton • Salisbury • Wiltshire SP3 5EB 
Tel: 01722 716361 »Fax: 01722 716828 

www. m j a bbott. co. u k 

For all recruitment needs 

CONTOUR 
GOLF • LIMITED 

I N T E R N A T I O N A L G O L F 
C O U R S E C O N T R A C T O R S 

& C O N S U L T A N T S 

UK OFFICI. : 00 44 (0)1327 879464 
IRISH OFFICI: 00 353 (0)64 39965 
e - m a i l enquiries@contour-golf.com 

• Construction • Remodelling 
• Reservoir Works 

Tel: 01604 468908 
Fax: 01604 474853 

w w w . d e l t a g o l f 2 0 0 0 . c o . u k 
180 Ruskin Road, Kingsthorpe, 

Northampton NN2 7TA 

fiPfltttflPM 
Green Tee and Bunker Construction 

Driving Ranges, Seeding and Preparation 

Turfing, Buggy Paths and Tracks 

FOR QUOTES / ADVICE OR ENQUIRIES 
Grassform Ltd 

Dunsteads Farm, Trueloves Lane 
Ingatstone, Essex CM4 ONJ 

Tel: 01277 355500 Fax: 01277 355504 
email: grassform@tinyworld.co.uk 

J & E ELY 
GOLF COURSE 

CONSTRUCTION 
R e a d i n g , B e r k s 

T e l / F a x : 0 1 1 8 9 7 2 2 2 5 7 

E-mai l : e ly@btinternet .com 
f̂JSSOCi,. 

f I f \ 40th Ann iversary 
1961 - 2 0 0 1 U l y ; 

vYy 
www.elygol fconstruct ion.com 

Specialists 
in Golf 
Course 

Construction 

J O H N G R E A S L E Y L I M I T E D 
"Ashfield House" • 1154 Melton Road 

Syston • Leicester • LE7 2HB 

ST\ m Tel: 0116 269 6766 
Mobile: 0836 553899 
Fax: 0116 269 6866 

URGENT 
D O N ' T R I S K L O S I N G O U T 
T O Y O U R C O M P E T I T O R 

Book your entry NOW 
i n t h e 2003-2004 B I G G A Go l f 
D i r e c t o r y b e f o r e i t ' s t o o l a t e ! 

F o r a n e n t r y f o r m p l e a s e 
c o n t a c t C h e r y l B r o o m h e a d 

N O W o n 0 1 3 4 7 8 3 3 8 0 0 
o r e m a i l c h e r y l @ b i g g a . c o . u k 

Nutri Rational Ca 
6 - 0 - 4 w i t h 6 % C a + B o r o n 

I d e a l r a t i o s t o e n h a n c e 

s t r e s s t o l e r a n c e . B o r o n 

a s s i s t c a l c i u m u t i l i s a t i o n f o r 

s t r e n g t h e n i n g c e l l w a l l s 

mailto:sales@tallwinservices.com
http://www.bjgolf.co.uk
mailto:spraying@weedfree.co.uk
http://www.weedfree.co.uk
http://www.verdesports.comwww.artificialgrass.org.uk
mailto:niki@verdesports.com
http://www.symbio.co.uk
mailto:MikeDyason@aol.com
mailto:enquiries@contour-golf.com
http://www.deltagolf2000.co.uk
mailto:grassform@tinyworld.co.uk
mailto:ely@btinternet.com
http://www.elygolfconstruction.com
mailto:cheryl@bigga.co.uk


C O U R S E M A P S 

LANDMAPS 
© GPS Golf course mapping 

Accurate area measurements 
for chemicals and fertiliser 
application. 
Environmental management 
and wildlife habitat maps. 

Cliftonhill, Kelso, Roxburghshire, 
Scotland, TD5 7QE 
T e l - 0 1 5 7 3 225028 
F a x - 0 1 5 7 3 226416 

e-mail archie@landmaps.sol.co.uk 

URGENT 
D O N ' T R I S K L O S I N G O U T 
T O Y O U R C O M P E T I T O R 

B o o k y o u r e n t r y N O W 
i n t h e 2 0 0 3 - 2 0 0 4 B I G G A G o l f 

D i r e c t o r y b e f o r e i t ' s t o o f a t e ! 

Call Cheryl B r o o m h e a d : 0 1 3 4 7 8 3 3 8 0 0 

D R A I N A G E 

COOPER 
DRAINAGE 

Land Drainage to guaranteed standards 
Modern Equipment • Experienced staff 

Established 30 years 
Fo r a p r o m p t , re l iab le se rv i ce 
c o n t a c t R o b C o o p e r on 01572 
717624 o r fax 01572 718783 

Cooper Drainage, Wilson's Arms Farm, Stockerston 
Road, Allexton, Oakham, Leicestershire LE15 9AD 

Duncan Ross Ltd 
S P O B T S I U R F D R A I N A G E S P I C I A I I S I S 
Design, installation and maintenance service 

• Latest Sportsturf trenching machinery 
* Sand Slitting • Verti Draining • Overseeding 

• Gravel Banding • Top dressing 

Tel:01257 2 5 5 3 2 1 Fax:01257 2 5 5 3 2 7 
Appley Bridge, Wigan, WN6 9DT Lancashire 

G j K K E Û i M 

Land Drainage Systems 

Gravel Banding, Sand Slitting 

Sand Spreading / Top Dressing 

Drainage. 

Mm Sand Slitting. 
Vertidraining. 

Established 45 years 

O N G A R , E S S E X 

01277 890274 

\IJ*9:tA I 
Advertise today in... 

Greenkeeper ^ j i j 
RNATIONAL ( 

PHILIP DIXON 
LAND DRAINAGE 

Golf Course • Sportsfield 
Drainage • Construction 

Renovation • Maintenance 
Sand Slitting • Gravel Banding 

Vertidraining • Overseeding 
Top Dressing • Spraying 

Water Supplies 

Tel 01772 877289 
Fax: 01772 877479 

P r e s t o n , L a n e s 

T u r f d r y 

G o l f C o u r s e D r a i n a g e 

S p e c i a l i s t 

For fast and friendly UK 
service call: 

M e l v y n Tay lo r 
on 01283 551417 
or 07836 259133 

SPEEDCUT 
C O N T R A C T O R S L T D 

S P O R T S T U R F 
C o n s t r u c t i o n 

D r a i n a g e 
R e n o v a t i o n 

S a n d s l i t t i n g 

C o n t a c t : K e v i n S m i t h 
O X F O R D 01865 331479 

Nutri Rational P 
6 - 1 2 - 6 w i t h M i c r o n u t r i e n t s 

B y p a s s e s t h e r o o t s y s t e m 

a n d r e l i e v e s t h e 

r o o t s f r o m t h e s t r e s s o f 

e x p e l l i n g v i t a l e n e r g y 

F E R T I L I S E R S 

H E A L T H & S A F E T Y 

unitedagriproducts 

UK DELIVERY ON A RANGE WHICH INCLUDES: 
Fertilisers/Fungicides/Herbicides/lnsecticides/ 

Grass Seed/Line Marking/Knapsack Sprayers/Wetting Agents 
For a product guide, information or a quote 

please call Craig Brisley on: 
Phone: 01227 753728 Fax: 01227 753730 

E-mail: cbrisley@uap-europe.com 

F I N A N C E & L E A S I N G 

WÌjjffljkhliM 
DEDICATED FINANCE 

FOR T H E 

G O L F C O U R S E , 
S P O R T S C L U B S & 

G R O U N D S C A R E 
I N D U S T R Y 

T E L : 0 1 6 2 0 8 9 0 2 0 0 

f a x 0 1 6 2 0 8 9 5 8 9 5 
s a l e s @ g o l f f f i n a n c e . c o . u k 

G O L F C O U R S E S U P P L I E S 

M.C. & M.A. 
STEWART 

W i » - ( H A U L A G E ) L T D 

A family business established 1969 
BS EN ISO 9002:1992 Registered Company 

GRAVEL, S A N D , SOIL, 
R O O T Z O N E , T O P D R E S S I N G , 

W O O D BARK, TRACK MATERIAL 

C o n t a c t R a c h e l S t e w a r t 

Tel: 01257 792536/792692 
Mobile: 07973 426890 

Woodlands, 31 Preston Road, Coppull, Chorley, Lancashire PR7 5HS 

Need answers about 
Health & Safety issues? 

F ind t h e s o l u t i o n w i t h 

www.safegolf.co.uk 
Ask questions, request literature and link up 

to many useful Health and Safety sources. 
SPECIALIST HEALTH AND SAFETY ADVISORS TO GOLF CLUBS 

H A Z T E K I N T E R N A T I O N A L 
Tel: 020 8905 7552 Fax: 020 8930 1015 

I R R I G A T I O N 

MJ ABBOTT 

I R R I G A T I O N S P E C I A L I S T S 

DESIGN • SUPPLY 

INSTALLATION • MAINTENANCE 
sIRp 

British Turf & Landscape 
Irrigation Association 

"Quality by Association" s Our aim is to ensure 
you have the best 
possible irrigation 
system so we constantly 
monitor, maintain and 
raise the standards 
of our members. 

For a full list of members 
contact David Halford 

Tel/Fax: 07041 363130 
Website: www.btlia.org.uk 

Cameron 
I R R I G A T I « O N 

Suppliers of Irrigation Equipment to Golf Courses 
Bowling Greens, Landscapes, Horticulture. 
Existing systems renovated and upgraded 

DESIGN • INSTALLATION • SERV ICE 
B S EN ISO 9001 Registered Company 

Telephone: +44 (0) 1425 474614 ! 
Fax: +44 (0) 1425 471296 
http:// www.misc.irrig.co.uk 
e mail: enquiries@misc.irrig.co.uk | m 
GlenFarröw 

IRRIGATION 

Design, Supply and Installation 
Golf Courses 

Bowling Greens 
Racecourses 

Recreational and Landscape Gardens 

Service Contracts 

Established 30 years 

Glen Farrow UK Ltd 
Spalding, Lincolnshire 

Tel: 01775 722327 Fax: 01775 725444 
email: info@glenfarrow.co.uk 

FOR QUOTES / ADVICE OR ENQUIRIES 
Grassform Ltd 

Dunsteads Farm, Trueloves Lane 
Ingatstone, Essex CM4 ONJ 

Tel: 01277 355500 Fax: 01277 355504 
email: grassform@tinyworId.co.uk White Horse 

Contractors Limited GRASS CUTTING MACHINERY 

01622 8 1 2 1 0 3 

DRAINAGE 
SYSTEMS 
'Lytag' Banding of 
greens & fairways 

plus traditional drainage 

North Staffs 
Irrigation Ltd 

Tel : 0 1 7 8 5 812706 
E-mail: NSIrr igat ion@aoLcom 

S P O R T S T U R F C O N T R A C T O R S 

C O N S T R U C T I O N 
D R A I N A G E 

L A K E S & R E S E R V O I R S 
D E S I G N & B U I L D 

Tel: 01865 736 272 
Fax: 01865 326176 

www.whitehorsecontractors .co.uk 

mailto:archie@landmaps.sol.co.uk
mailto:cbrisley@uap-europe.com
mailto:sales@golfffinance.co.uk
http://www.safegolf.co.uk
http://www.btlia.org.uk
http://www.misc.irrig.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@misc.irrig.co.uk
mailto:info@glenfarrow.co.uk
mailto:grassform@tinyworId.co.uk
http://www.whitehorsecontractors.co.uk


Nutri Rational Si 
2 - 0 - 1 6 with Soluble Silica 

Contains silica for increased 
leaf turgidity resulting 

in a more erect leaf blade 
and quality of cut 

IRRIGATION CONTINUED 

IRRIGATION SYSTEMS 
Designed, Supplied and installed 
throughout the UK and Europe 

"THE PROFFESIONALS CHOICE" 

Tel: 0 1 6 0 6 558 9 2 7 
Fax: 0 1 6 0 6 8 6 2 8 8 2 

E-mail: mail@irrigationcontrol.co.uk 
Website: www.irrigationcontrol.co.uk 

BTLIA Year 2000 Certificate of merit award 

Nutri Rational N 
19 - 1 -6 with Micronutrients 

Allows nutrients to 
directly enter the leaf 
tissue and translocate 

throughout the whole plant 

irritech limited 
Independent Irrigation Consultants 

Specialising in 
• Existing system evaluation 
• System design & upgrade 
• Project management 

Contact Roger Davey on: 
01823 6902Í6 

www.irritechlimited.co.uk 

20+YEARs 
EXPERIENCE 

YOUBSFOR 
THE ASKING.. 
Irrigation systems, lakes a n d 
reservoirs, plus servicing, 
repairs, system updates a n d 
extensions a speciality. 

Hunter 
IRRIGATION & SYSTEMS SERVICE 
Unit 18, Downton Industrial Estate, 

Batten Road, Downton, 
Salisbury, Wilts SPS 3HU 

TEL: 01725 513880 FAX: 01725 513003 

IRRIGATION 
SYSTEMS 
PROFESSIONALLY DESIGNED, 

INSTALLED AND SERVICED 

N o r t h S t a f f s 
I r r i g a t i o n L t d 

Tel: 01785 812706 
E-mail: NSIrrigatiori@aol.com 

OCMIS 
ng water ptàiIff© 

IRRIGATION SYSTEMS 

Design, Manufacture, Supply, 
Installation & Service 

Throughout the UK and Europe 

Golf Courses - Sportsgrounds 
Recreational - Landscape Areas 

Tel: 0 8 7 0 6005131 
Fax: 0 8 7 0 6 0 0 5 1 3 2 

E-mail; info@ocmis.com 
Website: www.ocmis.com 

Independent Professional Irrigation 
Golf Courses,Bowling Greens,Sports,Racecourses,Gardens +++ 
Design/Advice iw JK> Servicing 

New Installations 

Contracting : 

Supply & Sales 

Service Contracts 

J P System Upgrades 

^ Ì t T o ^ PC Systems 

Telephone 
flPPJB 01765 602175 

01765 690598 
V É H H V Fax 01765 603488 
Area Dealer Email:admin@par4.co.uk 

www.par4.co.uk 
BTLIA 2 0 0 1 C E R T I F I C A T E OF M E R I T AWARD 

B * B 

i 
IRRIGATION PRODUCTS 

Design. Supply. 
i l Installation. 

Service. 
z Established 45 years 

O N G A R , ESSEX 

1 
01277 890274 

l l 

OAKDALE 

T&G 
I R R I G A T I O N 

Golf Course and Sports Turf Irrigation 

Design, installation and maintenance 

enquiries@oakdale.uk.com 
Phone: 01427 874200 

Fax: 01427 875333 

TORO 

Whatever your needs, 
I e have the solut ion. 

Cal l Lely: 01480 226800 or 
—ema i l : t o r o J n f o@u^ to . u k 

www.toro .com 

IRRIGATION 
UPGRADES 

*IC 
international 
irrigation consultants 

> Assessment of needs 
» Resolution of problems 
> Independent advice 
> Sensible cost 

T: +44 (0)1483 278416 E: bill@2ic.co.uk 
Website: www.2ic.co.uk 

LAKE CONSTRUCTION/LINERS 

Liners for lakes, ponds and 
storage lagoons from the 
UK's leading contractor 
Comprehensive advice 
regarding design and 
construction of water areas 

Tel: 01206 262676 Fax: 01206 262998 
E-mail: sales@geosynthetic.co.uk 
www.geosynthetic.co.uk 

WATERPROOFING 

SERVICES 
P O N D & LAKE 
LINING SPECIALISTS 

CONTACT US ON 

TEL/FAX: 01249 655539 
MOBILE: 07768 836316 

EMAIL: info@waterproofi ngservices.com 

LAKE RENOVATION 

contracts 

Lake Renovation Specialist 

Watercourse De-Silting ft 
Remodelling 

Bank Protection & Ground Works 
Long Reach Et Floating Excavators 

Low Ground Pressure Plant 

For further details & brochure; 
Tel: 01788 810854 Fax: 01788 817100 

E-Mail: enquiries@bbfcontracts.com 
v Web Site: www.bbfcontracts.com > 

MOLE CONTROL 

TOM CI 
MOLE CONTROL 

LOCHWINNOCH 
NEAR GLASGOW 

T E L : 0 1 5 0 5 8 4 3 0 9 5 
O R 0 1 5 0 5 8 4 2 9 7 9 

M O B I L E : 0 7 7 7 5 5 3 6 6 1 0 

pH CONTROL 

STRANCO 
PRODUCTS 

pH control and dosing systems for 
your irrigation water, for improved 
turf quality. 

For nationwide installation, 
commissioning, service or advice, 
please contact us at:-

STRANCO PRODUCTS 
Priory Works, Tonbridge, Kent TN11 OQL 

Tel: 01732 354888 
Fax: 01732 354222 

RAILWAY SLEEPERS 

Rai lway Sleepers £6.50 each 
N e w Untreated Oak £14 each 

Sandstone Paving £12/m 
Oak TGV Flooring 

Why Pay More? 

Tel/Fax: 01869 253176 
Mobile: 07976 955382 

LANDSCAPING 
GRADE SLEEPERS 
SELECTED H A R D W O O D 

p c c x quality 
D E O I PRICES 

• • • • ALSO • • • • 
C O C K L E S H E L L PATH MEDIA 

BULK LOADS - DISCOUNTED PRICES 

FINETURF PRODUCTS 
Tel: 01375 361606 

RAILWAY SLEEPERS 
FULL RANGE OF NEW, USED, TREATED 

UNTREATED, HARDWOOD OR SOFTWOOD 
SLEEPERS AND CROSSING TIMBERS 
TELEGRAPH POLES ALSO AVAILABLE 

DELIVERY ANY AREA 

BEST PRICES ON ALL GRADES & SIZES 

Tel:01302 888676 Fax:01302 880547 
website: www.sleeper-supplies.co.uk 

Email: sales@sleeper-supplies.co.uk 

mailto:mail@irrigationcontrol.co.uk
http://www.irrigationcontrol.co.uk
http://www.irritechlimited.co.uk
mailto:NSIrrigatiori@aol.com
mailto:info@ocmis.com
http://www.ocmis.com
mailto:admin@par4.co.uk
http://www.par4.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@oakdale.uk.com
http://www.toro.com
mailto:bill@2ic.co.uk
http://www.2ic.co.uk
mailto:sales@geosynthetic.co.uk
http://www.geosynthetic.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@bbfcontracts.com
http://www.bbfcontracts.com
http://www.sleeper-supplies.co.uk
mailto:sales@sleeper-supplies.co.uk


Nutri Rational K 
2-0-16 with Micronutrients 

Stress-free turf wil l be more 
able to resist attack 

from opportunistic diseases 
such as Anthracnose 

URGENT 
D O N ' T R I S K L O S I N G O U T 
T O Y O U R C O M P E T I T O R 

Book your entry 
NOW 

in the 2003-2004 
BIGGA Golf Directory 
before it's too late! 

F o r a n e n t r y f o r m p l e a s e 
c o n t a c t C h e r y l B r o o m h e a d 

N O W o n 0 1 3 4 7 8 3 3 8 0 0 
o r e m a i l 

c h e r y l @ b i g g a . c o . u k 

R E C R U I T M E N T W TOP DRESS INGS 

Total Golf Solutions Ltd 
Recru i tment consul tants special is ing 

in recrui tment for golf c lubs 

If you are recrui t ing or looking 
fo r a new chal lenge 

within the g reenkeep ing profess ion 

you need to contact us n o w 

Te l ephone and f a x . 0 1 6 0 4 7 0 9 6 9 6 
Web site: www.totalgolf-solutions.co.uk 
Email: mail @totalgolf-solutions .co.uk 

BANKS AMENITY PRODUCTS LTD 
EXCLUSIVE MANUFACTURERS OF 

FENDRESS G R E E N T O P ™ & 
FEN D R E S S ™ T O P D R E S S I N G S 

SUPERIOR, CONSISTENT TOP DRESSINGS 
OI858 464346 / 433OO3 

www.banksamenity.co.uk 

=BOURNE=$B 
Manufacturers of quality dressings, including 
green compost, fensoil & loams, for fairways, 

greens & tees, in loads of all sizes 
Tel: (01797) 252298 Fax: (01797) 253115 

www.bourne.uk.com 

R O O T Z O N E 

BANKS AMENITY PRODUCTS LTD 
SUPPLIERS OF 

FENDRESS™ ROOTZONE TO USGA 
ECONOMY ROOTZONE 

DIVOT MIXES 
01858 464346 / 433003 

www.banksamenity.co.uk 

R U B B E R C R U M B 

The use of RUBBER CRUMB on 
grass as top dressing has been 

granted a PATENT in the UK and 
Ireland under Number EP078830IBI 

TEBBUTT ASSO. 
ARE THE LICENSEES 
with C R O W N III rubber crumb Turf 
Reinforcement, the licensed product 

Contact Tebbutt Asso. 
on 01253 342003 or Fax 01253 346644 

URGENT 
DON'T RISK LOSING OUT TO YOUR COMPETITOR 

B o o k y o u r e n t r y N O W 
in t h e 2 0 0 3 - 2 0 0 4 B I G G A G o l f 

D i r e c t o r y b e f o r e it 's t o o late! 

Call Cheryl Broomhead: 01347 833800 

S W E E P E R S 

Pedestrian 
Ride-on Sweeper / Collectors 

for rapid cleaning of; 
Car parks, Roads, Yards, Pathways 

& Grassed areas 

ConorcBa'rívh oí 01204 465 434 
www.powerbrush.co.uk 

T E M P O R A R Y R O A D W A Y 

LOVIELTD 
QUARRY & CONCRETE PRODUCTS 

Producers of quality Top dressings, 
Specialist sands, Rootzone soils, 

Grit, Gravel and Pathway materials 
for Golf Courses, Playing Fields 

and Sports Pitches 
Cowbog, New Pitsligo, Fraserburgh, 

Aberdeenshire, AB43 6PR 

Tel 01771 653777 
Fax: 01771 653527 

T o p D r e s s i n g s • R o o t z o n e s 
S a n d s • G r a v e l s • D i v o t M i x e s 

S o i l s • P a t h w a y Ma te r i a l s 

w w w . r u f f o r d . c o m 

Shirley Aldred ft Co. Ltd 
Suppl iers o f h igh qual ity 

granular charcoal for over 2 0 0 years 

I Totally organic product I Use one of the oldest 
products known to man 
to treat black layer 

I Prevent thatch build up 
I Improve drainage 

and rootzone 

I large stock levels 
Of all grades 

I Delivery anywhere in 
mainland UK within 
3-4 days 

Tel: 01433 620003 
Fax: 01433 620388 

Mil H El ISO 9002 El 

GROWERS OF TREES 
THE TREE CARRIAGE COMPANY 

Court Gate Nursery, Eckington, Bershore, Worcs WR10 3BB 

T e l : 0 1 3 8 6 750585 Fax : 0 1 3 8 6 7 5 0 1 9 7 
Email: willpoweruk@email.com Web: www.willpowers.co.uk 

FOR HIRE OR SALE - CALL 01908 505656 

LARCE 
TREES FOR SALE 
NURSERY SECONDS 
FROM £3.50 EACH 
TEL: 01925 821002 
FAX: 01925 821022 

TRENCHERS 

AFFORDABLE 
T R E N C H I N G 
S O L U T I O N S J A P I s O L U i 

A F T 
A.F.T. T R E N C H E R S LIMITED 

Edgworth Road * Sudbury • Suffolk • C010 2TG 
Tel: 01787 311811 Fa*: 01787 310888 

Email: info@trenchers.co.uk 
Web site: www.trenchers.co.uk 

CANNONS TURF LTD 
Quality Cultivated Turf 

TURF & SERVICE 
T O M E E T Y O U R N E E D S 

07768 915499 
TEL 01529 421210 FAX 01529 421591 

www,cannonsturf.co.uk e-mail: info@cannonsturf.co.uk 
CARDYKE FARM, SWATON, SLEAFORD, LINCS. NG34 OJW 

Wf.Let our grass grm 
I' under your feet. 

Turf Growers and Innovators 
of Turfgrass Systems 

T h e C h e s t n u t s • W i l b e r f o s s 
York • Y 0 4 1 5 N T 

Telephone: 01759 321000 
Facsimile: 01759 380130 

e-mail: info@inturf.co.uk 
website: www.inturf.com 

V E R T I D R A I N I N G H I R E 

NATIONWIDE 
VERTIDRAIN HIRE 

SELF OPERATED 
OR WITH OPERATOR 

TRACTOR WITH 1.6m 
£500 PER WEEK 

TRACTOR WITH 2m 
£700 PER WEEK 

TEL: 01522 869100 
www.countygrass.co.uk 

PETER MANNINGTON 

Specialist Verti-Drain Contractor for the South 
For greens, tees, fairways and sportsgrounds 
Experienced operator, competitive prices and reliable service 

Tel/Fax Peter on 01580 861211 
or Mobile 07850 612061 

1 White Horse Cottages, Silverhill, Hurst Green, 
Etchingham, East Sussex TN19 7QA 

( WORTH ] 
DRAINING V / 

VERTIDRAINING 
Distance no object 

Contact Peter Bloodworth 
Cornbecks Farm, Irnham, Grantham, Lines. 
Tel/Fax: 01476 550266 Mobile: 07855 431119 

or Paul Simpson, Manager 
Tel: 01476 585 549 Mobile: 07855 431120 

W I L D L I F E M A N A G E M E N T 

W* 
C a n a d a G o o s e p r o b l e m s ? 

0870 757 2844 
Rabbits, Deer, Foxes, Moles, Birds, 

Mink, Wild Boar, Badgers etc 

Nutri-Rational Foliars 
Available In the UK from: 

Avoncrop Amenity products 
Richard Aitken/Aitkens 

Sportsturf 
Sherriff Amenity Services 

TEMPORARY ROADWAY OR WALKWAY 

NON ABSORBENT 
LIGHT-SO EASY HANDLING 

VIRTUALLY INDESTRUCTIBLE 

mailto:cheryl@bigga.co.uk
http://www.totalgolf-solutions.co.uk
http://www.banksamenity.co.uk
http://www.bourne.uk.com
http://www.banksamenity.co.uk
http://www.powerbrush.co.uk
http://www.rufford.com
mailto:willpoweruk@email.com
http://www.willpowers.co.uk
mailto:info@trenchers.co.uk
http://www.trenchers.co.uk
mailto:info@cannonsturf.co.uk
mailto:info@inturf.co.uk
http://www.inturf.com
http://www.countygrass.co.uk


YOUR LETTERS ARE NEEDED! 
Send to: Scott MacCallum, Editor, Greenkeeper International, BIGGA HOUSE, 
Aldwark, Alne, York Y061 1UF, or email them to: scott@bigga.co.uk 

Recruitment 
FOYLE INTERNATIONAL 

GOLF CENTRE 
12 ALDER ROAD, LONDONDERRY BT48 8DB, NORTHERN IRELAND 

Invites applications for 

HEAD GREENKEEPER 
For 

18 HOLE PARKLAND COURSE & 9 HOLE PAR 3 

5 Years greenkeeping experience at senior level. 
The successful applicant must hold PA1, PA2 & PA6 Certificates. 

Telephone 02871 352222 for application form. 
Completed application forms with C.V. to be returned by Wednesday 14th May 2003 

Accommodation available if required. 
WE ARE AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES EMPLOYER 

CARHOLME GOLF CLUB 
Applications are required for the position of 

HEAD GREENKEEPER 
Founded in 1906 Carholme Golf Club is a parkland course 

situated close to the City of Lincoln. 

The successful applicant should possess the following. 
• Appropriate qualifications and certificates 
• Communication and leadership skills 
• A comprehensive Knowledge of course maintenance machinery 
• Sound knowledge of Health and Safety regulations 
• Man-manager who can motivate and lead from the front 
• Able to manage resource through good time management skills 

Applications with full CV salary will be negotiable. Closing date 23 May 2003 

Applications to: The Secretary, Carholme Golf Club, Carholme Road, Lincoln LN11SE 

mailto:scott@bigga.co.uk


Recruitment 
SOUTH BEDS 
GOLF CLUB 

Luton, Bedfordshire 

Established 1892 

Invites applications for the post of 

COURSE MANAGER 
South Beds is a busy Private Members Golf Club seeking to replace the 

present Course Manager who is leaving after 28 years of service. 

Intrinsically a downland course, South Beds comprises 27 holes laid-out 
on chalk sub-soil which provides ideal playing conditions all year. 

Plans are in-hand to enhance the challenge provided for the better 
golfer, whilst retaining the enjoyment experienced by others. 
The successful candidate will play a major part in this project. 

To be considered for this post you should hold appropriate qualifications, 
be well versed in all modern practices and be able to demonstrate a 

commitment to continual professional development. In addition, it is expected 
that you would be conversant with current Health & Safety 

aspects of greenkeeping and be capable of planning and budgeting for 
the maintenance of the course. Most importantly, you should be able to 

demonstrate management and motivational qualities, together with 
the ability to lead and develop the existing team. 

Salary by negotiation 
Closing date: 26th May 2003 

To apply, please write, enclosing a full CV to: 

Secretary/Manager, South Beds Golf Club, 
Warden Hill Road, Luton, LU2 7AE 

BURNLEY 
BOROUGH 
COUNCIL 

Parks Services Unit 

Head Greenkeeper 
(Towneley Park Golf Courses) 

Scale 6 - SOI (£19,185 - £22,689) 

We are recruiting a working Head Greenkeeper to 
supervise maintenance of 3 golf courses located 
in the attractive setting of Towneley Park in the rural outskirts of 
Burnley. 
Towneley Park covers 180 hectares of parkland and woodland 
surrounding Towneley Hall. The Park contains a mature 18-hole 
course (opened in 1932), a popular 9-hole course (opened in 1979) 
and a challenging 18-hole pitch and putt course (opened in 1930's). 
There is an active golf club and good clubhouse facilities and three 
golf shops operated as a concession. 
You will be responsible for the maintenance of the courses, supervision 
of up to 8 permanent and seasonal green-keeping staff and have 
responsibility for materials and equipment budgets. You will also be 
responsible for supervising contractors, planning and implementing 
improvements to the courses and liasing with the Towneley Park Golf 
Club. 
You must have fine turf and golf course and supervisory experience, 
together with a recognised qualification to NVQ 2/3 in fine turf or an 
equivalentqualification. Good interpersonal skills, the ability to manage 
and develop staff and control financial resources are also essential 
We offer a 36.25 hour working week, generous holidays and an 
excellent pension scheme. Rented accommodation in a park lodge 
house may also be available if required. 
For an application form and further details please contact: 
Christine Crossley, Support and Member Serv ices Unit, 
20 Nicholas Street, Burnley, BB11 2AP Tel: 01282 425011 
ext 2644 
Minicom (uniphone) Tel: 01282 425011 
For applications outside normal office hours - 01282 428235 
CLOSING DATE: Monday 26th May 2003. 
This post is suitable for Job Share 
This Council operates a No Smoking Policy 
An Equal Opportunity Employer 

Burnley - Where Everyone Counts 

BLACKMOOR GOLF CLUB 
Established 1913 

Applicants are invited for the position of 

HEAD GREENKEEPER 
at one of Hampshire's finest courses, home of the Selborne 

Salver and an Open Regional Qualifying course. 

Candidates for this important position will be enthusiastic, 
appropriately qualified and experienced, have skills in 
preparing and managing budgets, be aware of current 

Health and Safety requirements and possess the ability to 
motivate, manage and work with a young team. 

The successful candidate will report to the 
Secretary/Manager and salary will be negotiable. 

Written applications, including full CV, should be sent to: 

Mr A N Harris, Secretary/Manager, Blackmoor Golf Club, 
Firgrove Road, Whitehill, Bordon, Hampshire GU35 9EH 

SWEETWOODS 
PARK GOLF CLUB 
Nr East Grinstead, Sussex 

Established 1994 

Require a 

HEAD GREENKEEPER 
Sweetwoods Park is a stunningly beautiful 

busy Membership and PAYP course 
in the High Weald Area of Outstanding 

Natural Beauty, hosting televised events. 

The successful applicant will have a minimum of 
NVQ3 and be a good communicator and motivator. 
No existing accommodation is available, but arrangements may be possible. 

Salary negotiable based on experience. 

Contact: Peter Strand on: 01342 850087 
or Cowden, Edenbridge, Kent, TN8 7JN. 



Feature listing 
from May 2001 
May 2001; Foot and Mouth Disease Special 
Report; Maintenance Facility report; Bunker 
Sand; ATVs; RainBird Profile; Fineturf Genetics; 
BTME2002 countdown; Electric-powered 
machines 

June 2001; Stoke Park Club profile; 
Stuart Cagle MG; Tractors; Leaf Spot Disease; 
Take All Patch; Construction 

July 2001; Royal Lytham profile; Tees 
Mowers; Fertilisers; Green Grasses; John Deere 
profile; Sandy McDivot; College Listings 

August 2001; Aeration Survey; Machrie GC 
profile; Rough Mowers; Saltex Preview; Dr 
Alan Gange - environmental research; Hayter 
Profile; Ponds; Open Championship review; 
Toro Student of the Year profile; 

September 2001; Ryder Cup preview; Chafer 
Grubs; Drainage; BIGGA National 
Championship preview; Sandy McDivot; 
Machinery Maintenance; Soil Analysis; 
Wild Flowers 

October 2001; Major Award for Walter 
Woods; Royal Portrush GC; Portstewart GC; 
Irrigation; Soil biodiversity; Leaf collection 
systems; Scotsturf preview' Saltex review 

November 2001; BIGGA National 
Championship review; Environment 
Competition winner; Spraying; Toro Awards 
Preview; Cutting regimes; Dyke GC 

December 2001; Toro Award Winners; 
Southern Gailes GC; BTME preview; Specialty 
equipment; Thatch removal 

January 2002; Walton Heath profile; 
Greenkeeping in Denmark; Moving materials; 
A first for Andy Campbell; New products 

February 2002; Harrogate 2002 Review; 
Drainage; Castlerock GC; Trees; Recycling; 
TurfTrax profile; Barn Owl special report 

March 2002; Donnington Valley profile; Utility 
vehicles; Essay competition winner; Irrigation; 
Seeds; Sandy McDivot 

April 2002; Heyrose GC profile; Bernhard's 
Scholarship; De-stress your greens; COSHH 
assessments; Rootzones and topdressing; 
Maintenance facilities; Essay competition 

May 2002; BIGGA Report; Nematodes; Caldy 
GC profile; Multi-tasking machinery; Bunker 
Sand; Essay competition; Fijian GC profile; 
BIGGA Minimum qualification 

June 2002; Finding Fungi; Greetham Valley 
GC profile; Tyres; Calabria GC profile; Lakes 
and Ponds; Poa Annua - Jim Arthur 

July 2002; Open preview; Turf; Steve Isaccs; 
Emissions; Grinding; Rotary Mowers; 
BTME preview; Sandy McDivot 

August 2002; BIGGA Golf Day; Open review; 
Talking Heads - Education & training; Trees; 
Dr Kate Entwistle; Pwllheli GC; Weather; 
Compact Tractors; Saltex preview 

September 2002; National Championship 
Preview; Irrigation; Non Grass Cutters; 
Hawkstone Park; Careers in Greenkeeping 

October 2002; Saltex Review; Golden and 
Silver Key Supporters; Environment Awards; 
Health & Safety; Sustainable Use of Pesticides 

November 2002; Toro Student of the Year; 
National Championship; Drainage; St 
Andrew's Bay; Autumn Problems 

December 2002; BTME & ClubHouse Preview; 
R&A Golf Course committee; Dr Kate Entwistle; 
Pennard GC 

January 2003; Beedles Lake Profile; 
Talking Heads - Chemical Application; 
Rebuilding Golf Greens; Constructive Advice 

February 2003; BTME/ClubHouse Review; 
Royal Liverpool Profile; Irrigation; Nematodes 

March 2003; The Berkshire Profile; 
Meloidogyne; Overseeding Golf Greens; 
Talking Heads - Health & Safety 

April 2003; Oakmere Park GC; Spraying; 
Golf Course Security; Bernhards Delegation; 
Ransomes Jacobsen Profile 

Chairman \ 

Patience is 
the Game 

What goes around comes around. Having endured some of the wettest weather 
any of us can remember over the past couple of years, we are in the middle of 
the driest and warmest March/April people up here in Scotland can remember. 
Temperatures are what we would hope for in the height of the summer, while at 
the moment rain seems like a distant memory. 

People will accuse us of never being happy and 
always having something to gripe about but we all 
know that while excessively wet weather is not what 
we look for, neither is what we have at the moment. 

In the daytime short shirt sleeves are the order of 
the day which is very pleasant but night time frosts 
are still keeping soil temperatures down. In fact, we 
are so dry here at Turnberry that we have had grass 
fires on our course and there have been several fires 
on roadside areas. Now you might expect grass fires in 
the height of a good summer but certainly not at this 
time of year. 

It is ironic that this year it was Augusta National 
which had to put up with torrential rain, which made 
the course unplayable for the start of The Masters, 
while we were having to water our curled up winter 
turfing just to keep it alive. Who would have believed 
that? 

The extended mild spell has meant that we have 
had so much play throughout the winter months, 
which has been followed by almost 4,000 rounds of 
golf on the Ailsa course during the month of March 
alone. This has led to some walkways becoming so 
dry and worn that they are breaking up already and 
we are having to turn our attention to them much 
earlier than we would normally have to. 

Our second course, the new Kintyre, has also been 
very busy, with almost 3,000 rounds of golf in the 
month of March alone. 

Talking of Augusta National. Yes, here we are in that 
time of year when committees expect our courses to 
be in better shape than they are! Unfortunately many 
of them do not realise that despite the recent 

sunshine, as I write, it is still only the middle of April 
and with the ever increasing amount of winter play on 
semi dormant golf courses and the crazy demand for 
fast greens, courses have to pay the penalty with 
UNDESIRABLE grasses or, in some cases, little grass at 
all on their greens. 

But the saddest thing of all is that the resultant 
problems are invariably blamed on the poor 
greenkeeper. What is more alarming is that many 
good, hard working greenkeepers are facing dismissal 
for carrying out these ill advised practices that are 
imposed upon them. BIGGA offers as much support as 
is possible in these situations with the panel of 
experienced greenkeepers available to offer advice 
and mediation on greenkeeping and agronomic issues. 
The opinion of a respected greenkeeper from outwith 
a golf club might just carry enough weight to change 
ill informed views from within. If it does everyone will 
benefit, including the beleaguered greenkeeper and 
the club itself. 

The month of May will soon be upon us and most of 
our courses will be in better shape. Nothing every 
changes. 

Patience is the game. 

George Brown 
Chairman 



URGENT 
DO NT RISK LOSING OUT TO YOUR COMPETITOR 

Book your entry 
NOW 

in the 2003-2004 BIGGA Golf 
Directory before it's too late! 

Features 

0 Will be launched at the beginning 
of September 2003 

£ Will include a NEW section to the 
Directory - In the Clubhouse' 

0 NEW listing enhancement 
opportunities available 

Will be distributed free of charge to 

# All BIGGA Members 

£ All Head Green keepers 

£ All Secretaries/Chairmen of Green 

H Selected personnel within 
the Turfcare industry 

Will be distributed free of charge at 

# Saltex 2003 

i i Scotsturf 2003 

m BTME & ClubHouse 2004 

Comprehensive Members Listing 
section 

Comprehensive Trade 
Listing section 

All companies who enter in the 
directory will receive a FREE 
listing in the online BIGGA Golf 
Directory 

FREE reciprical link to your 
designated website 

FREE direct email link to your 
designated email address 

Exclusive online advertising 
opportunities for specfic category 
heading sponsorship 

For an entry form please contact 
Cheryl Broomhead NOW on 

01347 833800 or email cheryl@bigga.co.uk 

mailto:cheryl@bigga.co.uk

