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Ian Leary. 
Bill Lawson, ex Heswall GC, EGA/BGGA and 

BIGGA, reaches the grand age of 70 next month. We 
wish Bill all the best for then, still very active in his 
love for the profession and great friend of Derek 
Green, from Royal Liverpool GC. I think that Bill will 
be of active support come three years this July at 
Hoylake. 

And that's it folks see you next month. Any views, 
news or information, please contact me on: 
Home 01925 263394 Fax 01925 269622 
Mobile 07778 162162 
e-mail acorngolf@supanet.com 

Mesen Cymru 
Andrew Acorn 

North East 
Tyneside GC played host to our Spring competition 

on April 30. Our thanks to the Head Greenkeeper and 
his staff for the excellent conditition of the course 
considering the weather we have had. Not the 
perfect start to the season. 

Special thanks to the following sponsors: Turf Care 
Supplies; Border Services; Aitkens; Scotts; Aventis; 
Greenlay; Shorts. Thanks once again for your loyal 
support. 

Best nett. A. Doig, Tynemouth GC, 79-6-73; Best 
gross. A. Dalby, Warkworth GC, 79; Assistant's Cup. 
B. Wilson, Stocksfield GC, 83-9-74 ; J. Hood, Linden 
Hall, 80-5= 75; J. Richardson, Hexham 84-8-76; J. 
Storey, Alnmouth, 81-5- 76 

Qualifers for the Regional final will be notified in 
due course and, for once lads, you will have a short 
journey this year as I do believe it will be held at 
Middlesbrough sometime in August. 

The Autumn competition has been fixed up and for 
the first time it will be held at Bellingham GC. For 
those who have not played it before I suggest you 
give it a go and you will be pleasantly surprised at 
the layout of this track. 

One other thing springs to mind. Can anyone tell 
me why numbers are dropping at an alarming rate for 
the spring and autumn comps? We, the committee, 
are now getting worried. It was not so long ago we 
would have 35 people playing now it's down to 20 at 
the most. We have given it a thought ourselves, 
maybe we could change the tee off time to the 
afternoon so you don't need all day off. If you come 
up with any suggestions either give myself a ring or 
get in touch with either Steve Pope or Russ Black as 
we will listen to your ideas. One thing that causes a 
problem with the spring comp is when Easter is as we 
try to keep a full week clear either side. Hence why 
this year was later than usual. 

Jimmy Richardson 

North West 
Late April and at last we have some much needed 

rain. Strange as it may seem the April showers kept 
away, and the long dry spell with cold winds did not 
do anyone any good. It seems that hollow tining and 
top dressing seems to be the norm in modern 
greenkeeping during March, but this year we had 
hardly any growth during April due to the cold spell, 
so many greens suffered... and so did the 
greenkeepers. As usual the club members had 
watched The Masters, and then complained because 
their greens were not as good as Augusta. You can't 
win them all. 

I had a phone call from Alec Davies the other day. 
Alec and his family have emigrated to New Zealand 
and he tells me that they have had no rain for almost 

four months, but most courses have wall-to-wall 
irrigation systems so it's no worry to them. The family 
are enjoying the change I am sure, but he said 
greenkeeping is quite different out there with 
different growing conditions, and pests and diseases, 
but he said that golf committees are just the same as 
here. I wonder what he meant? 

There will be Regional courses available for the 
autumn of 2003 and spring of 2004. The cost of the 
one day courses are £30 + VAT, and two day courses 
are £60 + VAT. There will be a minimum number of 
delegates for each course. Eg. four for a chainsaw 
course and six for a management course. The cost of 
these courses include tea/coffee and lunch. There is a 
long list of courses available so if you feel your staff 
might be interested, please ring me or Ken 
Richardson at HQ and we will arrange the course for 
you. 

The match between the N/West Section and the 
N/Wales Section was played at Ringway Golf Club on 
Thursday, April 10.1 was not able to attend but I am 
told that Jim Grainger and his staff had the course in 
great condition and with many changes since we last 
played there. The N/Wales Section could not field a 
full team, so I understand a Stableford game was 
arranged. Many thanks once again to GEM 
Professional for sponsoring the day. 

The next golf will be the Summer Tournament at 
Deanwood Golf Club on Thursday, June 12. All 
applications to Bill Merritt, The Lodge, Beacon Park 
Golf Club, Beacon Lane, Dalton Up Holland, WN8 
7RU, including a cheque for £20. Soup and 
sandwiches will be served at 12:30pm, and an 
evening meal and prize presentation after the golf. 
Tee-off time is 1.45pm. 

That's it for now but give me a ring with any news 
on 01517 245412 or mobile 07761 583387. 

Bert Cross 

East of England 
You will be pleased to know that the East of 

England Section is still alive and kicking. There has 
been no news from the Section for some time now, 
but hopefully we will be putting pen to paper more 
often from now on. 

Throughout the winter we had two well-attended 
seminars by Frank Newberry and Dennis Mottram and 
a visit recently to Cannons Turf. 

Frank talked on the "New Supervisor" and Dennis 
enlightened us with his new talk about "Water and 
the Golf Course". 

Both seminars were well attended and already we 
are booking this coming autumn courses and 
seminars. 

In April we had an evening tour of Cannons Turf 
Farm and a talk by Ben Petitjean of Barenbrug. 
Thanks to Tim Cannon and staff for a well organised 
visit. About 20 members were well fed and watered 
and were delighted to see some quality turf growing 
in our area. 

Our first golf day was the best-attended start to 
the season for quite a few years. The Section played 
over a windswept Burghley Park GC which was in its 
usual excellent condition thanks to David Salisbury 
and his staff. 

Rigby Taylor sponsored the day and we express 
thanks to Stuart Jeffs for donating some great prizes. 

Prizewinners were: 1. Mike Smith nett 71; 2. Gary 
Salisbury 71 (on count back) 3. Daniel Wells 72. 
Longest drive went to G. Macdonald. Nearest the Pin 
went to David Wellberry. Trade prize went to Ian 
Mauwer. 

Welcome to our new members Gordon Cooke, of 
RAF Conningsby; Nathaniel Smith, of Belton Park; 
Jonathan Hubbard and Derek Beba, of Tydd St. Giles. 

Graeme Macdonald 

BB&O 
What a fantastic start to the summer with clear 

blue skies and plenty of sunshine. It is a shame the 
grass found this all too much for good growth but 
firm putting greens left golfers with good pace on the 
surface and a requirement of skill to keep the ball 
under control when going for the pin. Now we have 
sweet rain to ensure we all run around like headless 
chickens trying to control the rampant growth. There 
is no such thing as a seasonal pattern when it comes 
to predicting what weather is around the corner year 
on year. Interesting times I am sure you would agree. 

Recently I requested feedback on any Section 
members who wanted to take up any training in our 
area that could be of benefit to your personal 
circumstances or golf course. I have received no 
requests so far so I wish to raise this issue once more. 
A course will only run if there are enough members to 
make it viable but the list of courses is extensive. If 
you are interested in what these are then contact 
BIGGA HOUSE or me for more details. The costs are 
incredible, only £30 + VAT for a one-day course or 
£60 + VAT for a two-day course per person, 
including lunch. These courses only run if a certain 
number of candidates is reached but these numbers 
are often low, typically 4-6. Please give this some 
thought, as the deadline for applications for these 
courses is July 16. 

I see we continue to attract new members so I 
wish to add my own personal welcome to those 
joining this Section in our Association. I will send out 
the current list of golfing events to each new member 
but if anyone does not receive this then please call 
me and I will send a copy. 

Our next golf event is at Donnington Valley Golf 
Club on July 1 and is sponsored by Tacit. This event is 
an 18 hole Stableford with teams of four. Our start 
time is 1 pm so those attending please try to arrive in 
plenty of time to get booked in as we make up the 
teams to play on the day. This event will be followed 
by an evening meal in a wonderful old building 
overlooking the course so if your golf has been pitiful, 
there will certainly be a delightful end to the day. 
Cost is the usual £25 and cheques must be made 
payable to BB&O Section. These can be sent to me at 
Holly Lodge, Pond Lane, Hermitage, Thatcham, Berks, 
RG18 9RN. If you need to phone then call me on 
07778 765021. With no Section news coming my 
way I wish you all success in your respective clubs. At 
least with the passing of time we are left alone to 
grow grass and not vegetables! 

David Haskell-Craig MG 

Midland 
As some of you may be aware, in the past I have 

competed in the noble sport of Ballroom and Latin 
dancing. At the Vale's evening meal, M. Bryan must 
have mistakenly picked up his Latin outfit. All in black 
and looking rather Latino, I was unaware he also 
indulges in the prancing arts. Perhaps we may now 
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Around 
the Green 

call him Zorro or Enrique. Wish on, chap! 
The Spring Tournament was held at the Vale GC. 

Our thanks to M. Heath and his fine team for 
presenting the course in such wonderful condition, a 
great tribute to your skills. Also our thanks to the club's 
Captain, Mr.J. Eastoe for his kind welcoming 
hospitality. The results of the day: Best Gross, M. 
Hughes. Best Nett: N. Bird, D. Fellows, R. Carter, M. 
Bryan, N. Gilkes. Our thanks to M.Raynor, of Avoncrop, 
for sponsoring the main prize table. Also thanks to 
Ruffords for sponsoring; Longest Drive. M. Hughes, 
and Nearest the Pin. D. Fellows (with a hole in one). 
Cheers for the drink, Dave. 

It was also very nice to see four new faces: S. 
Raybould, A. Moss, J. Moverley, and R Rainford. 

Anyway, let's get down to some educational 
possibilities. From letters of application and CV, dealing 
with peers, supervisors and trainees, through to 
presentation of reports and verbal communication with 
committee and members. At all levels, effective 
communication is perhaps the greatest tool at one's 
disposal. Andy Smith, yet again on your behalf, is 
organising an "Effective Communication" course to be 
run in the autumn. The course is a full day at a cost of 
approximately £40 per person. Cheap at half the price, 
and I personally look forward to attending. All 
interested please contact Andy on: 07977-145091. 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome seven new 
members: D.A. Hood, R.I. Stretton, A.T. Thompson, R.C. 
Walthew, R. Williams, G. Jarvis, and finally, S.T. 
Beveridge. What a great name, and yes I know! Should 
you or indeed existing members require a list of 
events, please have no hesitation in contacting me on: 
07816 410552, or visit the BIGGA website at: 
www.bigga.org.uk. 

Also could you all amend your records in regards to 
G.Cunningham's (Treasurer) post code, such should 
read: ST15 8FG. 

Now a tempter for all you who like dangling your 
worms. Is anybody interested in a Course Fishing 
Match at a private pool, with prizes and grub to boot? 
Allen Southam, of Hanson Aggregates, has kindly 
offered the Section the afore with full sponsorship, and 
after speaking with him, I get the feeling that the 
fishing is rather good. Opportunities like this don't 
come along every day. Let's take advantage. 
Interested? Then call myself or Allen on: 07976 
853777. 

And finally, good luck to I. Cureton, A. Quaterman, 
and R. Dimmock, in their new positions. Also, well 
done to T. Cheese in qualifying to play in The Open 
Championship qualifiers. We are all behind you Tony. 
Do us proud. What a great achievement, wishing you 
the best of success from the Midland Section. Looking 
forward to reporting the results of the Snooker and 
Darts evening next month (kindly sponsored by N.Tyler 
of Alpha Amenity). Anything you may like to share 
with the Section, please let me know. 

Cheers 
Sean McDade 

Mid Anglia 
It was decided at a recent committee meeting of 

the Section to contact all Course Managers or Head 
Greenkeepers. We are looking for your views on what 
type of training courses you would like held in our 
area. This is in response to the cancellation of two 
computer training courses due to lack of interest. We 
would be grateful for positive feedback as the cost of 
putting on courses is the lowest it has been for some 
time, due to subsidies from HQ. 

Onto other news. Sad to hear that Paul Lockett, of 

South Beds, is leaving greenkeeping to pursue a career 
in landscaping. Paul was very active in BIGGA for many 
years putting a lot of effort in for the benefit of others 
and we wish him every success and happiness in his 
new vocation. 

Sorry there's not much news, if you have anything 
you wish to pass on to your section comrades please 
contact me or any committee member. 

Have a good summer. 
Jim Cassidy 

East Anglia 
April 15 saw the first match of the season, when our 

merry band of 44 arrived at Waldringfield Heath Golf 
Club. Keith Titshall and his boys had made a splendid 
job of the course, despite not being able to water due 
to a punctured tank liner. The greens ran true and the 
weather was very pleasant, all in all a very good day 
was had by all. We wish to thank Matt Bartram, Tony 
Nelli, from Bartrum Mowers, and Ian Mitchell, from 
Textron, for being our main sponsors for the day also 
Ellis Cummins, from Sovereign Turf, for sponsoring 
Nearest the Pin and Longest Drive. I would also like to 
thank Derek Morella, the new owner of the course, for 
allowing us to play. Please pass on our thanks to all 
the staff for the excellent service we received on the 
day. 

So to the winners 0-10 H/cap 1. N. Brewster, 71 net; 
2. P Howard, 75 nett on countback; 3. A. Carter, 75 
nett. 11-18 H/cap 1. S. Thompson, 68 nett; 2. J. Timms, 
70 nett; 3. Ian Willett, 73 net. 19-28 1. G. Rayfield, 67 
nett; 2. R. Ransome, 68 nett; 3. K. Titshall, 75 nett. 
Trade and guest 1. N. Ashman; 2. E. Clarkson. Longest 
Drive R. Boyce, Nearest the Pin S. Thompson. 

The two representatives for the BIGGA National 
Championship are N. Brewster (best gross 76) and G. 
Rayfield (best nett 67). The coverted toilet seat went to 
Toni Nelli by popular request for forgetting to put 
down half his team members on the application form. 
The next meeting will be at Bury St. Edmunds Golf 
Club on June 17, this will include the 
Captain/Greenkeeper Shield. 

On behalf of the section may I thank the following 
sponsors for their support at this meeting -
Rushbrooks & Son, SISIS, Lely UK, DFL, Atterton & Ellis, 
Consultant Clarkson, Bayer, Tomlinson Groundcare, Ben 
Burgess and John Deere. Colin (El President) has been 
hard at work as usual and has managed provisionally 
to book all the courses for 2004 (see fixture list). On a 
more personal note my granddaughter, Sky, is nearly 2 
and has picked up the habit of nicking her mother's 
mobile phone and calling her nanny, Christine, from 
time to time. It's nice to know she is getting her 
priorities right. Ha Ha. 

See you all at Bury 
Ian Willett 

Sussex 
The Sussex Section can be incredibly lucky with the 

weather or incredibly unlucky. The Spring Meeting this 
year was a lucky one! Willingdon Golf Club provided 
not only a wonderful course under the care of Peter 
Negus, some wonderful hospitality in the Clubhouse, 
but also some wonderful weather. 

Now Mike Ring, of Rigby Taylor fame, has a 

reputation for being a really nice guy, an honest and 
trustworthy representative of his Company. He does 
not, however, have a reputation for being an average 
golfer. If the Section could give him more than his 28 
handicap they would gladly give it. He has won the 
"Longest Walk" prize more than most. He assures 
everyone that he has not been practicing or had 
lessons so you can imagine the surprise when Mike not 
only took the 'Trade Prize' with a nett 72 but tucked 
away a 5-iron on the 142yd 10th for A HOLE IN ONE! 
Willingdon Golf Club have a tradition of placing a 
bottle of scotch and glasses on the bar with an 
invitation to help yourself. In addition Mike treated all 
to copious quantities of wine with their evening meal. 
Well done Mike and well done Mike and Rose Gould 
for organising such a great day. 

Other prize winners on this John Shaw (Machinery) 
Ltd sponsored day were: 

Best Gross. 1. Lawrie Tremlett (Nationals Qualifier); 
2. Ray Day; 3. Mike Gould. Best Nett. 1. Jon Hill 
(Nationals Qualifier); 2. Rob Hudson; 3. Peter Negus 
Longest Drive: Matt Hutchinson. Nearest the Pin: 
Trevor French 

The next Sussex day is at Piltdown Golf Club on July 
2. We need more members there. 

Jon Budd 

Course Management Trophies 
The dates this year are: 
Wednesday 6 August Tredegar Park 
Thursday 7 August Bristol & Clifton 
Wednesday 13 August Moors Valley 
Invitations have been sent out. If you have not 
received an invitation and would like to play please 
contact Paula Humphries on: 01288 341418 

South Coast 
With The Masters behind us the golfing season is 

well and truly upon us. Who would have had money 
on Mike Weir winning? I had my money on the Tiger 
but what do I know? I tipped Arsenal for the 
Premiership and that just about sums up my skill in 
betting! 

The last month has been slightly busier on the 
Section and at last we have had some rain. I'm pretty 
sure that we can thank Ashley Wood's Head 
Greenkeeper, Tony Hyde, for the much needed rain. 
With no rain for weeks and the imminent arrival of the 
Section at Ashley Wood for the spring tournament I 
have it on good authority Tony was out twice a day 
with his prayer mat. Thankfully for him and the rest of 
us it worked! The 27 hole Spring Tournament was 
again sponsored by Vitax and Avoncrop and the 
weather stayed kind for us although the wind made for 
some very testing conditions. We played 18 holes in 
the morning then had a much needed lunch before 
playing a further 9 holes in the afternoon. The 
standard of golf was excellent considering the testing 
conditions and winners on the day were: 

1. Tony Gadd, 61 pts; 2. Alex McCombie, 58pts; 3. 
Alan Magee, 56pts; 4. Fred Deamen, 55pts; 5. Phil 
Wentworth, 54pts. Under 25's: Mark Gray Longest 
Drive. Rob Wills. Nearest the Pin. Paul Jackson. 

Many thanks on the day to Ashley Wood for their 
superb Hospitality; to the caterers for two excellent 
meals and special thanks to the Captain for his 
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generosity in supplying the wine for dinner. A huge 
vote of thanks to Tony Hyde and his hardworking team 
in producing first class conditions for us. i told you not 
to worry about it, Tony! We cannot thank enough our 
sponsors of the day, Vitax and Avoncrop. The prize 
table was superb and we must thank Colin White and 
Joe Crawley for all their time and effort! More on Joe 
later! Lastly, many thanks to Chris Sturgess. Your hard 
work is much appreciated! 

I was fortunate to attend an excellent two day 
course on presentation skills and public speaking last 
month along with five other greenkeepers. The course 
was run by the dynamic Frank Newberry who passed 
on some excellent skills to maximise presentations to 
committees, members etc. All of us left the course 
feeling more comfortable and confident about our 
future presentations. The course was much needed by 
me, particularly as I have been included on the list of 
speakers at the National Education Conference at 
Harrogate next year. 

We must congratulate Moors Valley's Ian Noble on 
his excellent run in the London marathon recently. Ian 
crossed the line in just under three hours raising over 
£600 for the RNLI at the same time. A superb all round 
effort, Ian. Well done! 

On Saturday night my wife and I attended the 
closing performance of Carousel at the Cricklade 
Theatre in Andover. So what you say! Well, the show 
was staged by the Andover musical and operatic 
society and the cast included our own Joe Crawley and 
his wife, Lisa. Joe was cast in the lead role of the bad 
apple Billy Bigelow and his wife played Julie Jordan 
who, needless to say, falls in love with Billy. I have to 
say I haven't enjoyed a show so much for a long time. 
Joe was superb and gave a faultless performance that I 
will remember for a long time. The whole cast led us 
superbly through this epic love story. I also learnt that 
night that the famous Anfield theme 'You'll Never Walk 
Alone' wasn't written by Gerry and the Pacemakers! 
Thank you Joe for an excellent night and I'm already 
looking forward to Oliver next year. 

The draw has been made for the 2003 Jim Fry Pairs 
Knockout Competition. All of the entrants should know 
who they are playing by now. So let's make life easier 
for Phil Wentworth by completing the matches 
promptly and ensuring that we phone the results 
through to him immediately after the match. 

It was good to hear that a great friend of mine, Rob 
Crouch, has once again joined the rank and file of 
greenkeepers after taking a couple of years out of the 
profession. Greenkeeping has certainly missed you and 
I know you will be an excellent addition to the team at 
Canford Magna. Welcome back Rob! 

Our next meeting is the Invitation summer 
tournament on Thursday, July 17 at Stoneham Golf 
Club. The day will be sponsored by Huxleys and Rigby 
Taylor and the format is fourball better ball. Cost of the 
day is £18 per person and cheques made payable to 
BIGGA South Coast should be forwarded to Chris 
Sturgess at 40 Kinsbourne Way, Thornhill, 
Southampton, Hampshire S019 6HB. 

Until next month. 
Alex McCombie 

South West 
I shall start with the results from Thornbury. 1. S. 

Richards, D. Smith and A. Knight. Gross. 64, Nett. 61; 
2. R. Louisson, N. Turner and C. Sealey. Gross. 67. 
Nett. 63; 3. P Goodwin, M.Sage and J. Acton. Gross. 
68. Nett. 64. Nearest the Pin. M. Sage, Nearest the Pin 
in two, D. Smith. 

Our thanks to Steve and his team at Thornbury for 

the use of his course. It's a shame there weren't more 
in attendance to appreciate it. I ended up winning the 
book for attending the course walk by the simple fact I 
was the only one there (boo, hiss). The book will be 
presented at the Summer Tournament. I shall keep 
trying. 

Our accounts are looking very healthy again for 
which our thanks must go to our Patronage supporters 
MJ Abbots, BS Mowers, Amtec, Bioseed, ALS, Symbio, 
Avoncrop. 

Could we have the trophies back for the summer 
tournament please. 

See you at Orchardleigh Any news? 
Email greenkeepers@bathgolfdub.fsworld.co.uk 
Tel: 01225 483486 Mobile: 07812 380936 

Guy Woods 

Devon and Cornwall 
As I write this report, I am looking out of the 

window with a huge sense of relief as the rain has 
finally arrived. We have had 9mm of rain in the past 7 
weeks and with no irrigation at Yelverton, it has been 
a very difficult few months. Looking on the brighter 
side, no irrigation means no burst pipes, which usually 
occur on a Friday afternoon,. Don't they Richard. 

Our Summer meeting sponsored by Rigby Taylor, 
will be held at Trethorne Golf Club on Tuesday, June 
17. Tee off times will be between 1.30pm and 2.30pm 
with a course walk for non-golfers followed by an 
evening meal. Full details will be sent out to you 
shortly. 

Next season's meeting venues have almost been 
completed and I am looking forward to meeting up 
with many old friends and new faces. 

Alan Dommet, of Devon Garden Machinery, is 
recuperating after his recent operation and we all look 
forward to seeing him out and about in the near 
future. 

Please contact me if you have any news for next 
month's magazine on: 01822617671. 

Steve Evans 

South Wales 
Our first competition of the year was held at 

Langland Bay GC playing for the Amtech Shield. Not to 
be put off by the dreadful weather, some 40 members 
competed. In first place with 39pts was Daryl Bray; 
2nd on 38 was Peter Lacey and third with 35 pts was 
Alan Crichton. 

Thanks to Langland Bay for looking after us so well, 
especially Ian Harwood and the greenstaff for the 
preperation of the course. Thanks to Liam Galway, from 
the Greenkeper Supply Company, for donating some 
excellent prizes on the day, and for helping out with 
the prize giving. 

Our Section seminar held at Royal Porthcawl GC and 
sponsored by Symbio was another great success. Neil 
Carter got things going with a brief talk on course 
ecology, this was followed by part one of Martin 
Ward's presentation on microbial activity. At lunch local 
John Deere dealer, Frank Sutton, displayed some of the 
latest John Deere kit, and then it was back inside to 
listen to part 2 of Martin's talk. A big thanks to 
Symbio, Frank Sutton and Royal Porthcawl GC for 
making the day a good one. 

On a lighter note, Cardiff GC Course Manager, 
Russell Anderson, has just become the proud father to 
a baby girl. I spoke to Russell at Langland Bay and he 
told me mother and baby are fine and so far he has 
not had to many sleepless nights. 

Adrian Panks 

I begin this month by offering condolences to 
Michael Norman, from Malone, on the tragic loss of his 
brother. Our sympathies go to you from all of your 
colleagues and friends. 

Well, how's the form, Congratulations to Ian 
Harrison and Victoria on a baby girl, April. Ian says 
breast feeding is difficult while cutting the fairways, 
but he is getting the hang of it (cutting fairways that 
is). 

If you have any news for me regarding matches and 
hatches or anything else please call me N/l: 07774 
789111 or R.O.I: 0504 24777. 

We've just has a great day at Kirkistown Castle 
thanks to the club and Paul Lappin. I have seen how 
Paul has brought the course on since he has been there 
so it was great to play it at last. I got a bit wet over the 
last three holes but I was in good company. 

Results: 1. Noel Crawford, RCD, 39 pts; 2. Michael 
King, RCD, 33 pts; 3. Gary Crawford, RCD, 33 pts; 4. 
Terry Crawford, Clandeboye, 33 pts. (I think these 
Crawfords are all interbred). Longest Drive. Justin 
Waddel, Fortwilliam. Nearest the Pin. Gary Crawford, 
RCD 

Paul Lappin was presented with the Golfer of the 
Year Trophy 2002. Congratulations to him. 

I must say a word or two about Noel's performance, 
39 points off scratch, some going, a score we dream of 
off any handicap. Congratulations. I putted really well, 
if you got the line they held it. My partners told me the 
fairways were good, I told them when the rough 
grows it will be murder and that the newly raked 
bunkers were a pleasure to play from. 

Finally, a word of thanks to the sponsors for the day, 
Allister Wilson, of Drilling & Pumping, Newtownards. 
We hope you enjoyed your day and many thanks for 
your generous contribution. My prize was one of their 
business cards with the phone number of a good 
teaching professional on the back. 

On the way back on the M2 towards Antrim I was 
overtaken by a three legged chicken. It ran up the slip 
road at Templepatrick so, curious, I followed it into 
Frank Ainsworth's yard. I said, "Frank, I've just seen a 
three legged chicken run into your yard." "I'm breeding 
them," he said, "for the food industry". I asked, "What 
do they taste like." He said, "I don't know we haven't 
caught one yet." 

Well, like me, I'm sure you would have liked to have 
seen Darren Clarke win The Masters. I've just been 
with Godfrey (larger than life our Godfrey) he was in 
strict preparation shovelling cones on the 18th. I now 
know all about and look forward to a drop of the 
green label. 

News from the canteen. The current holders of the 
biggest consumers of food goes to Fortwilliam Golf 
Club. Well done boys. They might change their tractors 
every three years but at least they clean the cooker 
every two years. 

What poor Micky O'Neill has to put up with with 
Sam and the form of Leeds United, I dread to think. 
Come back Don Revie. All is forgiven. 

Well that's all from me. Be good. 
Graham Prosser 
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Buyers 
GUIDE 

The most cost effective way of reaching 
over 9,000 readers of Greenkeeper 
International every month. 

Just call Cheryl Broomhead on 
01347 833800 and ask about an 
alphabetical category listing. 
The cost starts from as little 
as £29.50 per month 

WIN 
A WICKER 

FOOD HAMPER! 
Laze away those summer days with 

this superb picnic hamper containing a 
set of china plates, mugs, cutlery and 
that all important bottle opener. The 

hamper is supplied with a selection of 
tasty picnic food items and even 

includes a bottle of Bubbly! You could 
be a winner in this month's Buyers 
Guide competition sponsored by 

Greenlink International in support of 
their range of Nutri-Rational foliars. 

Entry could not be simpler! Listed below 
are a series of clues relating to ONE 
company featured in the ever popular 
Buyers' Guide. Take care to look through 
all the products and services shown and 
write down the name of the company 
which you think the following clues 
refer to: 

W H O A R E W E ? 

1. We were established 
30 years ago 

2. We are based in Lincolnshire 

3. The number 7 appears 4 times 
in our telephone number 

Write down your name, address and answer 
on a postcard and send your entries to: 

Turftime Teaser, Greenkeeper International, 
BIGGA HOUSE, Aldwark, Alne, York Y061 1UF. 
Entries to reach us no later than Friday 13th 
June 2003. The first correct entry drawn will 
receive a fantastic picnic hamper. 

This competition is not open to BIGGA Staff or 
non-members. The solution to the May 
'Turftime Teaser' was LL Lovie Ltd. The 2 lucky 
winners are: Aaron Pears of Pewit Golf Club, 
Derbyshire and Wyndham Potter, retired 
member from Devon 

Congratulations! A superb Cutter & Buck 
designer polo shirt is on it's way to both of you. 

A E R A T I O N 

HYDROJECT AERATION 
A N D CHEMICAL 
I N J E C T I O N SERVICE 
(WITH NO SURFACE DISTURBANCE) 

KEITH DRIVER 
(SPORTSTURF CONTRACTOR) 
Tel: 01273 564015 Mobile: 07958 532008 

8 Morecambe Rd, Brighton, Sussex BN1 8TL 

A G R O N O M Y 

B Jamieson Golf Advisors Ltd 
Bruce Jamieson Golf Advisors Ltd, is an 

established company offering expert advice on; 

• Golf Course maintenance 
• Tournament preparation & presentation 
• Machinery selection 
• Budgeting 
• Staff recruitment 
• Soil & turf analysis 
• Establishment of new golf courses 

Contact: Bruce Jamieson 
Browntop, 17 Haywarden Place, Hartley Wintney, Hants, 
RG27 8UA Telephone: 01252 844847 www.bjgolf.co.uk 

A M E N I T Y S P R A Y I N G 

WEED FREE 
'Home of The 

Spraying Mantis' 
T: 07000 481011 
F: 07000 481022 
E: spraying@weedfree.co.uk 
W: www.weedfree.co.uk 

A R T I F I C I A L G R A S S 

VÍ 
VERDE SPORTS 

LIMITED & Tel: 01254 831666 Fax: 01254 831066 

• V E R D E T E E F R A M E 
S t e e l p l a t f o r m , w o v e n g r a s s t o p 

• V E R D E W I N T E R T E E 
G e n e r o u s s i ze , s e l f - in s ta l l ki t 

• V E R D E D R I V I N G M A T S 
T o p Q u a l i t y - L o n g L i f e - B e s t P r i c e s 
R e p l a c e m e n t i n s e r t s f o r A L L 
T e e - M a t s a n y s i ze - m a d e t o m e a s u r e 

• A R T I F I C I A L G R A S S E S 
C o m p r e h e n s i v e r a n g e f o r p a t h w a y s , 
w i n t e r t e e s a n d p u t t i n g 

Gabbotts Farm Barn, Bury Lane, 
Withnell.Chorley, Lancashire PR6 8SW 

www.verdesports.comwww.artificialgrass.org.uk 
email: niki@verdesports.com 

Please call for samples & information 

F o r a l l r e c r u i t m e n t n e e d s 

B I O - T E C H N O L O G Y 

Our 12th year supplying biotech solutions 

Reduce Chemica l Use 

Improve Fine Grass Growth 

Disease M a n a g e m e n t 

Thatch Reduct ion 

Tel: 01372 456101 
www.symbio.co.uk 

Advertise today in... 

Greenkeeper 
I N T E R N A T I O N A L ) 

J 

B U N K E R R A K E S 

B U N K E R R A K E S f r o m o n l y 
£ 2 . 4 9 e a c h D E L I V E R E D F R E E 
Strong construction with replaceable threaded 
wooden handle. 
Fewer than 50 £2.90 
each DELIVERED FREE 
50 or more £2.49 each 
DELIVERED FREE 

Prices are for complete rakes. Free delivery UK 
mainland. Rake support pegs 80 pence each. 

Made in the UK by MW Dyason Ltd, 
The Old Church, Brentingby, 
Melton Mowbray LE14 4RX 

Tel: 01664 411911 Fax: 01664 569546 
Email: MikeDyason@aol.com 

BUNKER RAKES 
from £ 2 . 5 0 e a c h 

MEMBERS STRONG 
TRADITIONAL SHAPE 

15" WIDE BLACK PLASTIC HEAD 
COMPLETE WITH 48" WOODEN SHAFT 

1 to 39 - £2.95 EACH 40 PLUS - £2.50 EACH 

HOLE CUPS £2.90 FLAGS £0.98p 
FLAG PINS £1.80 TEE MARKERS £1.90 
Greenkeepers/Distributors - FREE SAMPLE 

FAIRWAY PRODUCTS 
Unit 8, Peel Industrial Estate, Bury, Lanes. BL9 OLU 

Tel/Fax: 0 1 6 1 7 6 3 7 0 6 0 

C O N S T R U C T I O N 

GOLF • LIMITED 
INTERNATIONAL GOLF 

COURSE CONTRACTORS 
& CONSULTANTS 

UK OFFICE 00 44 (0)1327 879464 
IRISH OF : ICI 00 353 (0)64 39965 
e-mail : enquiries@contour-goIf.com 

2000 Limited 

• Construction • Remodelling 
• Reservoir Works 

T e l : 0 1 6 0 4 4 6 8 9 0 8 
F a x : 0 1 6 0 4 4 7 4 8 5 3 

w w w . d e l t a g o l f 2 0 0 0 . c o . u k 
180 Ruskin Road, Kingsthorpe, 

Northampton NN2 7TA 

I M f j - f i p M 
Green Tee and Bunker Construction 

Driving Ranges, Seeding and Preparation 
Turfing, Buggy Paths and Tracks 

F O R Q U O T E S / A D V I C E O R E N Q U I R I E S 
G r a s s f o r m L t d 

D u n s t e a d s F a r m , T r u e l o v e s L a n e 
I n g a t s t o n e , E s s e x C M 4 0 ^ 

T e l : 0 1 2 7 7 3 5 5 5 0 0 F a x : 0 1 2 7 7 3 5 5 5 0 4 
e m a i l : g r a s s f o r m @ t i n y w o r l d . c o . u k 

J & E ELY GOLF COURSE CONSTRUCTION 
Reading, Berks 

Tel/Fax: 0118 9722257 
E-mail: ely@btinternet.com 
X 

oBAGEC 
40th Anniversary 

www.elygolfconstruction.com 

S p e c i a l i s t s 
i n G o l f 
C o u r s e 

C o n s t r u c t i o n 

J O H N G R E A S L E Y L I M I T E D 
"Ashfield House" • 1154 Melton Road 

Syston • Leicester • LE7 2HB 

Tel: 0116 269 6766 
Mobile: 0836 553899 
Fax: 0116 269 6866 

URGENT 
DON'T RISK LOSING OUT 
TO YOUR COMPETITOR 

Book your entry NOW 
i l l t h e 2 0 0 3 - 2 0 0 4 B I G G A Gol f 

D i r e c t o r y b e f o r e i t ' s t o o late! 

Call Cheryl Broomhead: 01347 833800 

C O U R S E M A P S 

LANDMAPS 
G P S G o l f c o u r s e m a p p i n g 
A c c u r a t e a r e a m e a s u r e m e n t s 
f o r c h e m i c a l s a n d f e r t i l i s e r 
a p p l i c a t i o n . 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l m a n a g e m e n t 
a n d w i l d l i f e h a b i t a t m a p s . 

C l i f t o n h i l l , K e l s o , R o x b u r g h s h i r e , 
S c o t l a n d , T D 5 7 Q E 
T e l - 0 1 5 7 3 2 2 5 0 2 8 
F a x - 0 1 5 7 3 2 2 6 4 1 6 

e - m a i l a r c h i e @ l a n d m a p s . s o l . c o . u k 

Nutri-Rational Ca 
6 - 0 - 4 with 6 % C a + B o r o n 

I d e a l r a t i o s to e n h a n c e 

s t r e s s t o l e r a n c e . B o r o n 

a s s i s t c a l c i u m u t i l i s a t i o n for 

s t r e n g t h e n i n g c e l l w a l l s 

MJ ABBOTT 

" QUALITY LAND DRAINAQESY5TEMS 

DESIGN St INSTALLATION 

^PRIMARY SYSTEMS 

SAND SLITTING 

GRAVEL BANDING 

Dinton • Salisbury • Wiltshire SP3 5EB 
Tel: 01722 716361 • Fax: 01722 716828 

www.mjabbott.co.uk 

http://www.bjgolf.co.uk
mailto:spraying@weedfree.co.uk
http://www.weedfree.co.uk
http://www.verdesports.comwww.artificialgrass.org.uk
mailto:niki@verdesports.com
http://www.symbio.co.uk
mailto:MikeDyason@aol.com
mailto:enquiries@contour-goIf.com
http://www.deltagolf2000.co.uk
mailto:grassform@tinyworld.co.uk
mailto:ely@btinternet.com
http://www.elygolfconstruction.com
mailto:archie@landmaps.sol.co.uk
http://www.mjabbott.co.uk


COOPER DRAINAGE 
Land Drainage to guaranteed standards 
Modern Equipment • Experienced staff 

Established 30 years 

F o r a p r o m p t , r e l i a b l e s e r v i c e 
c o n t a c t R o b C o o p e r o n 0 1 5 7 2 
7 1 7 6 2 4 o r f a x 0 1 5 7 2 7 1 8 7 8 3 

Cooper Drainage, Wilson's Arms Farm, Stockerston 
Road,Allexton, Oakham, Leicestershire LEI5 9AD 

Duncan Ross Ltd 
SPORTSTURF DRAINAGE SPICIAIISTS 
Design, installation and ma in tenance service 

* Latest Sportsturf trenching machinery 
• Sand Slitting • Verti Draining • Overseeding 

* Gravel Banding • Top dressing 

Tel: 01257 255321 Fax: 01257 255327 
Appley Bridge, Wigan, WN6 9DT Lancashire 

L a n d D r a i n a g e S y s t e m s 

G r a v e l B a n d i n g , S a n d S l i t t i n g 

S a n d S p r e a d i n g / T o p D r e s s i n g 

F O R Q U O T E S / A D V I C E O R E N Q U I R I E S 
G r a s s f o r m L t d 

D u n s t e a d s F a r m , T r u e l o v e s L a n e 
I n g a t s t o n e , E s s e x C M 4 O N J 

T e l : 0 1 2 7 7 3 5 5 5 0 0 F a x : 0 1 2 7 7 3 5 5 5 0 4 
e m a i l : g r a s s f o r m @ t i n y w o r l d . c o . u k 

DRAINAGE 
SYSTEMS 

'Lytag' Banding of 

greens & fairways 

plus traditional drainage 

North Staffs 
Irrigation Ltd 

Tel: 01785 812706 
E-mail: NSIrrigation@aol,com 

J j Drainage. 
I Sand Slitting. 

Established 45 years 
ONGAR, ESSEX 
0 1 2 7 7 8 9 0 2 7 4 

PHILIP DIXON 
LAND DRAINAGE 

Golf Course • Sportsfield 
Drainage • Construction 

Renovation • Maintenance 
Sand Slitting • Gravel Banding 

Vertidraining • Overseeding 
Top Dressing • Spraying 

Water Supplies 

Tel: 0 1 7 7 2 8 7 7 2 8 9 

Fax: 0 1 7 7 2 8 7 7 4 7 9 
P r e s t o n , L a n e s 

F I N A N C E & L E A S I N G 

r 
T u r f d r y 

G o l f C o u r s e D r a i n a g e 

S p e c i a l i s t 

F o r f a s t a n d f r i e n d l y U K 
s e r v i c e c a l l : 

M e l v y n T a y l o r 

o n 0 1 2 8 3 5 5 1 4 1 7 
o r 0 7 8 3 6 2 5 9 1 3 3 

SPEEDCUT 
C O N T R A C T O R S L T D 

S P O R T S T U R F 
Construction 

Drainage 
Renovation 

Sandslitting 

Contact: Kevin Smith 
O X F O R D 0 1 8 6 5 3 3 1 4 7 9 

White Horse 
Contractors Limited 

S P O R T S T U R F C O N T R A C T O R S 

C O N S T R U C T I O N 

D R A I N A G E 

L A K E S & R E S E R V O I R S 

D E S I G N & B U I L D 

Te l : 0 1 8 6 5 7 3 6 2 7 2 

F a x : 0 1 8 6 5 3 2 6 1 7 6 

w w w . w h i t e h o r s e c o n t r a c t o r s . c o . u k 

F E R T I L I S E R S 

u n i t e d a g r i p r o d u c t s 

UK DELIVERY ON A RANGE WHICH INCLUDES: 
Fertilisers/Fungicides/Herbicides/lnsecticides/ 

Grass Seed/Line Marking/Knapsack Sprayers/Wetting Agents 
For a product guide, information or a quote 

please call Craig Brisley on: 
Phone: 01227 753728 Fax: 01227 753730 

E-mail: cbrisley@uap-europe.com 

Nutri Rational P 
6 - 1 2 - 6 w i t h M i c r o n u t r i e n t s 

B y p a s s e s t h e r o o t s y s t e m 

a n d r e l i e v e s t h e 

r o o t s f r o m t h e s t r e s s o f 

e x p e l l i n g v i t a l e n e r g y 

D E D I C A T E D F I N A N C E 

F O R T H E 

GOLF COURSE, 
SPORTS CLUBS & 
GROUNDSCARE 

INDUSTRY 
t e l = 0 1 6 2 0 8 9 0 2 0 0 

f a x = 0 1 6 2 0 8 9 5 8 9 5 

s a l e s @ g o l f f i n a n c e . c o . u k 

Nutrì Rational K 
2 - 0 - 1 6 w i t h M i c r o n u t r i e n t s 

S t r e s s - f r e e t u r f w i l l b e m o r e 

a b l e t o r e s i s t a t t a c k 

f r o m o p p o r t u n i s t i c d i s e a s e s 

s u c h a s A n t h r a c n o s e 

G O L F C O U R S E S U P P L I E S 

M.C. & M.A. STEWART 
W * (HAULAGE) LTD 
A f a m i l y business established 1969 

BS EN ISO 9002:1992 Registered Company 

G R A V E L , S A N D , S O I L , 
R O O T Z O N E , T O P D R E S S I N G , 

W O O D B A R K , T R A C K M A T E R I A L 

Contact Rachel Stewart 
Tel: 01257 792536 /792692 

Mobile: 0 7 9 7 3 4 2 6 8 9 0 
Woodlands, 31 Preston Road, Coppull, Chorley, Lancashire PR7 5HS 

H E A L T H & S A F E T Y 

N e e d a n s w e r s a b o u t 

H e a l t h & S a f e t y i s s u e s ? 

F i n d t h e s o l u t i o n w i t h 

www.safegolf.co.uk 
Ask questions, request literature and link up 
to many useful Health and Safety sources. 

SPECIALIST HEALTH AND SAFETY ADVISORS TO GOLF CLUBS 

H A Z T E K I N T E R N A T I O N A L 
T e l : 0 2 0 8 9 0 5 7 5 5 2 F a x : 0 2 0 8 9 3 0 1 0 1 5 

I R R I G A T I O N 

MJ ABBOTT 

I R R I G A T I O N S P E C I A L I S T S 

DES IGN • S U P P L Y 

INSTALLATION « MAINTENANCE 
I • .... S i 

VRD 
D i n t o n • Sal isbury • W i l t s h i r e SP3 5EB 

T e l : 0 1 7 2 2 7 1 6 3 6 1 - F a x : 0 1 7 2 2 7 1 6 8 2 8 
w w w . m j a b b o t t . c o . u k 

British Turf & Landscape Irrigation Association 
"Quality by Association" 

Our aim is to ensure 
you have the best 
possible irrigation 
system so we constantly 
monitor, maintain and 
raise the standards 
of our members. 

For a full list of members 
contact David Halford 

Tel/Fax: 07041 363130 
Website: www.btlia.org.uk 

Cameron 
IRRIGATION 

Suppliers of Irrigation Equipment to Golf Courses 
Bowling Greens, Landscapes, Horticulture. 
Existing systems renovated and upgraded 

D E S I G N • I N S T A L L A T I O N • S E R V I C E 
BS EN ISO 9001 Registered Company 

Telephone: +44 (0) 1425 474614 
Fax: +44 (0) 1425 471296 
http:// www.misc.irrig.co.uk 
e mail: enquiries@misc.irrig.co.uk 

IRRIGATION 
D e s i g n , S u p p l y a n d I n s t a l l a t i o n 

G o l f C o u r s e s 
B o w l i n g G r e e n s 

R a c e c o u r s e s 
R e c r e a t i o n a l a n d L a n d s c a p e G a r d e n s 

S e r v i c e C o n t r a c t s 

E s t a b l i s h e d 3 0 y e a r s 

G l e n F a r r o w U K L t d 
S p a l d i n g , L i n c o l n s h i r e 

T e l : 0 1 7 7 5 7 2 2 3 2 7 F a x : 0 1 7 7 5 7 2 5 4 4 4 
e m a i l : i n f o @ g l e n f a r r o w . c o . u k 

I R R I G A T I O N S Y S T E M S 
Designed, Supplied and installed 
throughout the UK and Europe 

"THE PROFFESIONALS CHOICE" 

Tel: 0 1 6 0 6 558 9 2 7 
Fax: 0 1 6 0 6 8 6 2 882 

E-mail: mail@irrigationcontrol.co.uk 
Website: www.irrigationcontrol.co.uk 

BTLIA Year 2000 Certificate of merit award 

irritech limited 
independent Irrigation Consultants 

Specialising in:-
• Existing system evaluation 
• System design & upgrade 
• Project management 

Contact Roger Davey on: 
0 1 8 2 3 6 9 0 2 1 6 www.irritechlimited.co.uk 

mailto:grassform@tinyworld.co.uk
http://www.whitehorsecontractors.co.uk
mailto:cbrisley@uap-europe.com
mailto:sales@golffinance.co.uk
http://www.safegolf.co.uk
http://www.btlia.org.uk
http://www.misc.irrig.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@misc.irrig.co.uk
mailto:info@glenfarrow.co.uk
mailto:mail@irrigationcontrol.co.uk
http://www.irrigationcontrol.co.uk
http://www.irritechlimited.co.uk


IRRIGATION CONTINUED 

20+YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 

YOURS FOR 
THE ASKING.. 
Irrigation systems, lakes and 
reservoirs, plus servicing, 
repairs, system updates and 
extensions a speciality. 

b e Hunter 
I R R I G A T I O N & S Y S T E M S S E R V I C E 
Unit 18, Downton Industrial Estate, 

Batten Road, Downton, 
Salisbury, Wilts SP5 3HU 

TEL: 01725513880 FAX: 01725 513003 

IRRIGATION 
SYSTEMS 

PROFESSIONALLY DESIGNED, 

INSTALLED AND SERVICED 

North Staffs 
Irrigation Ltd 
Tel: 01785 812706 

E-mail: NSIrrigation@aol.com 

•CMIS 
I R R I G A T I O N S Y S T E M S 

Design, M a n u f a c t u r e , Supply, 
Insta l lat ion & Serv ice ' 

T h r o u g h o u t t h e U K and Europe 

Golf C o u r s e s - S p o r t s g r o u n d s 
Recrea t iona l - Landscape A r e a s 

Tel: 0 8 7 0 6 0 0 5 1 3 1 
Fax: 0 8 7 0 6 0 0 5 1 3 2 

E-mail: i n fo@ocmis .com 
W e b s i t e : w w w . o c m i s . c o m 

Independent Professional Irrigation 
Golf Courses,Bowling Greens,Sports,Racecourses,Gardens +++ 

Design/Advice Servicing 

New Installations 

Contracting 

Supply & Sales ^ " o ' 

Service Contracts 

f£ System Upgrades 

it^ PC Systems 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ Telephone 
fl^Q^B 01765 602175 

01765 690598 
W W Fax 01765 603488 
Area Dealer Email:admin@par4.co.uk 

www.par4.co.uk 
BTLIA 2 0 0 1 C E R T I F I C A T E OF M E R I T AWARD 

m 

URGENT 
DON'T RISK LOSING OUT TO YOUR COMPETITOR 

Book your entry NOW 
i n t h e 2 0 0 3 - 2 0 0 4 B I G G A G o l f 

D i r e c t o r y b e f o r e i t ' s t o o l a t e ! 

C a l l C h e r y l B r o o m h e a d : 0 1 3 4 7 8 3 3 8 0 0 

LAKE CONSTRUCTION/LINERS pH CONTROL 

IRRIGATION P R O D U C T S 

Design. Supply. 
Installation. 
Service. 
Established 45 years 
ONGAR, ESSEX 
01277 890274 

OAKDALE 
T&G IRRIGATION 

Golf Course and Sports Turf Irrigation 

Design, installation and maintenance 

e n q u i r i e s @ o a k d a l e . u k . c o m 

Phone: 0 1 4 2 7 8 7 4 2 0 0 

Fax: 0 1 4 2 7 8 7 5 3 3 3 

Ttm 
I R R I G A T I O N S Y S T E M S 

JSp̂ yÄ h a t e v e r y o u r n e e d s , 

e h a v e t h e s o l u t i o n ^ 

C a l l t e l y : 0 1 4 8 0 2 2 6 B 0 0 o r 

e m a i l : t o r o . i n f o @ l e l y r c o . u k 

www.toro.com 

IRRIGATION 
UPGRADES 

ÌC 
international 
irrigation 
consultants 

1 Assessment of needs 

• Resolution of problems 

Independent advice 

' Sensible cost 

T: + 4 4 ( 0 ) 1 4 8 3 2 7 8 4 1 6 E: b i l l@2ic.co.uk 

W e b s i t e : w w w . 2 i c . c o . u k 

Nutrí Rational N 
19-1-6 w i t h M i c r o n u t r i e n t s 

A l l o w s n u t r i e n t s t o 
d i r e c t l y e n t e r t h e l e a f 
t i s s u e a n d t r a n s l o c a t e 

t h r o u g h o u t t h e w h o l e p l a n t 

¿ g ^ j Liners for lakes, ponds and 
storage lagoons from the 
UK's leading contractor 
Comprehensive advice 
regarding design and 
construction of water areas 

Tel: 01206 262676 Fax: 01206 262998 
E-mail: sales@geosynthetic.co.uk 
www.geosynthetic.co.uk 

WATERPROOFING 
SERVICES 
POND & LAKE 
LINING SPECIALISTS 

CONTACT US O N 

TEL/FAX: 01249 655539 
MOBILE: 07768 836316 

EMAIL: info@waterproofin3services.com 

LAKE RENOVATION 

contracts 
Lake Renovation Specialist 

Watercourse De-Silting £t 
Remodelling 

Bank Protection Ground Works 
Long Reach £t Floating Excavators 

Low Ground Pressure Plant 
For further details a brochure: 

Tel: 01788 810854 Fax: 01788 817100 
E-Mail : enquiries@bbfcontracts.com 

v W e b Site: www.bbfcontracts.com > 

WEBSITE ADVERTISING 
OPPORTUNITIES 
NOW AVAILABLE! 

In t h e f o l l o w i n g a r e a s : 

• BIGGA Home Page 
• Exhibition Page 
• News 
• Membership 
• Education/Development 
• Greenkeeper International 

- • The annual BIGGA Golf Directory 

For further information 
contact the BIGGA Sales 
team NOW... 
Tel: 01347 833800 
Fax: 01347 833802 
Email: sales@bigga.co.uk 

STRANCO 
PRODUCTS 

p H c o n t r o l a n d d o s i n g s y s t e m s f o r 
y o u r i r r i g a t i o n w a t e r , f o r i m p r o v e d 
t u r f q u a l i t y . 

F o r n a t i o n w i d e i n s t a l l a t i o n , 
c o m m i s s i o n i n g , s e r v i c e o r a d v i c e , 
p l e a s e c o n t a c t u s a t : -

S T R A N C O P R O D U C T S 
Priory Works, Tonbridge, Kent TN11 OQL 

Tel: 0 1 7 3 2 3 5 4 8 8 8 
Fax: 0 1 7 3 2 3 5 4 2 2 2 

Gi ÍBS5SB er 
For all recruitment needs 

RAILWAY SLEEPERS 

Railway Sleepers £6.50 each 
New Untreated Oak £14 each 

Sandstone Paving £12/m 
Oak TGV Flooring 

Why Pay More? 
Tel/Fax: 01869 253176 
Mobile: 07976 955382 

LANDSCAPING 
GRADE SLEEPERS 
S E L E C T E D H A R D W O O D q f ^T quality DEw I PRICES 
• • • • A L S O • • • • 

C O C K L E S H E L L P A T H M E D I A 
BULK LOADS - DISCOUNTED PRICES 

FINETURF PRODUCTS 
Tel: 0 1 3 7 5 3 6 1 6 0 6 

RAILWAY SLEEPERS 
FULL RANGE OF NEW, USED, TREATED 

UNTREATED, HARDWOOD OR SOFTWOOD 
SLEEPERS AND CROSSING TIMBERS 

TELEGRAPH POLES ALSO AVAILABLE 

DELIVERY ANY AREA 

BEST PRICES ON ALL GRADES & SIZES 

T e l : 0 1 3 0 2 8 8 8 6 7 6 F a x : 0 1 3 0 2 8 8 0 5 4 7 

website: www . s leeper -suppl ies .co .uk 
Email: sales@sleeper-supplies.co.uk 

RECRUITMENT 

Total Golf Solutions Ltd 
Recruitment consultants specialising 

in recruitment for golf clubs 
If you are recruiting or looking 

for a new challenge 
within the greenkeeping profession 

you need to contact us now 
Telephone and fax. 01604 709696 

Web site: www.totalgolf-solutions.co.uk 
Email: mail@totalgolf-solutions .co .uk 

mailto:NSIrrigation@aol.com
mailto:info@ocmis.com
http://www.ocmis.com
mailto:admin@par4.co.uk
http://www.par4.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@oakdale.uk.com
mailto:toro.info@lelyrco.uk
http://www.toro.com
mailto:bill@2ic.co.uk
http://www.2ic.co.uk
mailto:sales@geosynthetic.co.uk
http://www.geosynthetic.co.uk
mailto:info@waterproofin3services.com
mailto:enquiries@bbfcontracts.com
http://www.bbfcontracts.com
mailto:sales@bigga.co.uk
http://www.sleeper-supplies.co.uk
mailto:sales@sleeper-supplies.co.uk
http://www.totalgolf-solutions.co.uk


R O O T Z O N E 

BANKS AMENITY PRODUCTS LTD 
SUPPLIERS OF 

FENDRESS™ ROOTZONETO USGA 
ECONOMY ROOTZONE 

DIVOT M I X E S 
01858 464346 / 433003 

w w w . b a n k s a m e n i t y . c o . u k 

Nutri Rational Si 
2 - 0 - 1 6 w i t h S o l u b l e S i l i c a 

C o n t a i n s s i l i c a f o r i n c r e a s e d 

l e a f t u r g i d i t y r e s u l t i n g 

i n a m o r e e r e c t l e a f b l a d e 

a n d q u a l i t y o f c u t 

R U B B E R C R U M B 

The use of R U B B E R C R U M B on 
grass as top dressing has been 

granted a PATENT in the U K and 
Ireland under Number EP078830IBI 

TEBBUTT ASSO. 
ARE THE LICENSEES 
with C R O W N III rubber crumb Turf 
Reinforcement, the licensed product 

Contact Tebbutt Asso. 
on 01253 342003 or Fax 01253 346644 

T E M P O R A R Y R O A D W A Y 

T O P D R E S S I N G S 

BANKS AMENITY PRODUCTS LTD 
EXCLUSIVE MANUFACTURERS OF 

F E N D R E S S G R E E N T O P ™ & 
F E N D R E S S ™ T O P D R E S S I N G S 

SUPERIOR, CONSISTENT TOP DRESSINGS 
OI858 464346 / 433OO3 

w w w . b a n k s a m e n i t y . c o . u k 

the South 
of England —BOURNE= 

M a n u f a c t u r e r s o f q u a l i t y d r e s s i n g s , i n c l u d i n g 
g r e e n c o m p o s t , f e n s o i l & l o a m s , f o r f a i r w a y s , 

g r e e n s & t e e s , i n l o a d s o f a l l s i z e s 
Tel: (01797) 252298 Fax: (01797) 253115 www.bourne.uk.com 

LOVIE LTD 
QUARRY & CONCRETE PRODUCTS 

Producers of quality Top dressings, 
Specialist sands, Rootzone soils, 

Grit, Gravel and Pathway materials 
for Golf Courses, Playing Fields 

and Sports Pitches 

Cowbog, New Pitsligo, Fraserburgh, 
Aberdeenshire, AB43 6PR 

Tel 01771 653777 
Fax: 01771 6 5 3 5 2 7 

T o p D r e s s i n g s • R o o t z o n e s 
S a n d s • G r a v e l s • D i v o t M i x e s 

S o i l s • P a t h w a y M a t e r i a l s 

w w w . r u f f o r d . c o m 
mm 

Shirley Aldred ft Co. Ltd 
Suppliers of high quality 

granular charcoal for over 200 years 

I Use one of the oldest 
products known to man 
to treat black layer 

I Prevent thatch build up 
I Improve drainage 

and rootzone 

I Totally organic product 
I large stock levels 

of all grades 
I Delivery anywhere in 

mainland UK within 
3-4 days 

Tel: 0 1 4 3 3 6 2 0 0 0 3 
Fax : 0 1 4 3 3 6 2 0 3 8 8 

U H 
ISO 9002 Bl 

GROWERS OF TREES 
THE TREE CARRIAGE COMPANY 

Court Gate Nursery, Eckington, Pershore, Worcs WR10 3BB 
Tel: 01386 750585 Fax: 01386 750197 

Email: willpoweruk@email.com Web: www.willpowers.co.uk 

T R E N C H E R S 

A F F O R D A B L E 
T R E N C H I N G 
S O L U T I O N S J A • S O L U ' aft 

A.F.T. T R E N C H E R S L I M I T E D 
Edgworth Road • Sudbury • Suffolk • C010 2TG 
Tel: 01787 311811 Fax: 01787 310888 

Email: info@trenchers.co.uk 
Web site: www.trenchers.co.uk 

CANNONS TURF LTD 
Q u a l i t y C u l t i v a t e d T u r f 

TURF & SERVICE 
TO MEET YOUR NEEDS 

07768 915499 
TEL 01529 421210 FAX 01529 421591 

www.eannonsturf.co.uk e-mail: info@cannonsturf.co.uk 
CARDYKE FARM, SWATON, SLEAFORD, LINCS. NG34 OJW 

To* m U t our grass gr< 
j i l t under your feet 

Turf Growers and Innovators 
of Turfgrass Systems 

The Chestnuts • Wilberfoss 
York • Y041 5NT 

Telephone: 01759 321000 
Facsimile: 01759 380130 

e-mail: info@inturf.co.uk 
website: www.inturf.com 

V E R T I D R A I N I N G H I R E 

NATIONWIDE 
VERTIDRAIN HIRE 

SELF OPERATED 
OR WITH OPERATOR 

TRACTOR WITH 1.6m 
£500 PER WEEK 

TRACTOR WITH 2m 
£700 PER WEEK 

TEL: 01522 869100 
www.countygrass.co.uk 

PETER MANNINGTON 

Specialist Verti-Drain Contractor for the South 
For greens, tees, fairways and sportsgrounds 
Experienced operator, competitive prices and reliable service 

Tel/Fax Peter on 01580 861211 
or Mobile 07850 612061 

1 White Horse Cottages, Silverhill, Hurst Green, 
Etchingham, East Sussex TN19 7QA 

WORTH 
DRAINING 
V E R T I - D R A I N H I R E 

2 . 5 & 1 . 6 M S A N D S P R E A D I N G 
& O V E R S E E D I N G 

Distance no object 

Tel/Fax: 0 1 4 7 6 5 5 0 2 6 6 
Mobi le : 0 7 8 5 5 4 3 1 1 2 0 

Email : b loodwor th@onete l .ne t .uk 

W I L D L I F E M A N A G E M E N T 

C a n a d a G o o s e p r o b l e m s ? 

0870 757 2844 
Rabbits, Deer, Foxes, Moles, Birds, 

Mink, Wild Boar, Badgers etc 

Nutri-Rational Foliars 
A v a i l a b l e In t h e U K f r o m : 

A v o n c r o p A m e n i t y p r o d u c t s 

R i c h a r d A i t k e n / A i t k e n s 

S p o r t s t u r f 

S h e r r i f f A m e n i t y S e r v i c e s 

C L A S S I F I E D 

M A C H I N E R Y F O R S A L E 

H a y t e r G r e e n s Tr iple M o w e r 
g r e e n s cond i t ioner , 
Kubo t a D iese l 
330 hours 
Exce l l en t cond i t i on 

T e l e p h o n e : 0 1 3 3 2 6 6 1 1 4 4 

M o b i l e : 0 7 9 4 6 7 0 2 0 8 6 

J O B S H O P 

SEEKING A NEW 
CHALLENGING 

POSITION 
An extremely enthusiastic person 

seeking Head Greenkeeper position. 
9 years golf course experience. 

Higher National Diploma in Golf course 
management. Certificate in horticulture. 

Pesticide Application PA. 1, 2, 6 
Certificate, currently undertaking 

Safety Management course. 
All areas considered 

JS/144/03 

HEAD GREENKEEPER 
SEEKING 

CHALLENGING POSITION 
33 year old Head Greenkeeper seeks 

new challenging position. 
14 years experience, 5 years as 

Head Greenkeeper. Fully qualified to 
NVQ Level 4 including spraying, 

chainsaw and First aid certificates. 
Excellent Man-management, 

communication and computer skills. 
All locations considered. 

JS/145/03 

28 YEAR OLD 
HEAD GREENKEEPER 
SEEKS CHALLENGING 

POSITION ABROAD 
11 years experience in all aspects of golf 

course management. Construction, 
irrigation, preparation and control of 

budgets,strong leadership skills,attention to 
detail,very reliable ,hardworking to the 
highest standards,also speaks German. 

Excellent references,qualified to NVQ Level 3 
and all relevant spraying certificates. 

All locations considered. 
JS/146/03 

nsLjaaite 
TEMPORARY ROADWAY OR WALKWAY 

Events : 
Parks 

NON ABSORBENT 
LIGHT-SO EASY HANDLING 

VIRTUALLY INDESTRUCTIBLE 
MADE FROM RECYCLED POLYETHYLENE 

FOR HIRE OR SALE - CALL 01908 505656 

http://www.banksamenity.co.uk
http://www.banksamenity.co.uk
http://www.bourne.uk.com
http://www.rufford.com
mailto:willpoweruk@email.com
http://www.willpowers.co.uk
mailto:info@trenchers.co.uk
http://www.trenchers.co.uk
http://www.eannonsturf.co.uk
mailto:info@cannonsturf.co.uk
mailto:info@inturf.co.uk
http://www.inturf.com
http://www.countygrass.co.uk
mailto:bloodworth@onetel.net.uk


Recruitment 

Seacroft Golf Club 
F O U N D E D 1 9 5 

Head Greenkeeper 
Seacroft Golf Club is a prestigious Links course in Skegness, 

Lincolnshire. The course plays host to many county 
competit ions. This private members club invites applications 

for the position of Head Greenkeeper. The successful applicant 
will be responsible for carrying out course policy and present 

the course to the highest standard expected by members . 
He/She will possess the following key attributes and skills: 

• Ability to lead, motivate and manage an established team 
• Proven track record in modern course management & maintenance 
• Experience of current Health and Safety regulations 
• HNC or NVQ 3 with PA1 and 2 Spraying Certificates 
• Budgetary Control techniques ^ 
• Enthusiasm and self motivation 
The salary is negotiable. 

Please apply in wr i t ing enc los ing ful l CV to: 
The Secretary, Seacroft Golf Club, D r u m m o n d Road, 

Seacroft, Skegness, Lincolnshi re PE25 3AU 
Te lephone 01754 763020 

Web site www.seacrof t -golfc lub.co.uk 

KingsHill 
O GOLF CLUB 

Invites applications for a 

GOLF COURSE MECHANIC/TECHNICIAN 
to join the golf course maintenance team. 

Applicants will require relevant knowledge and experience 
of both Toro and John Deere equipment, be able to use 

Bernhard cylinder grinders and be familiar with the 
additional mechanical/repair aspects of the position. 

The applicant should have the ability to organise an up 
to date, fully fitted workshop maintain a parts inventory 

and manage service records accordingly. 
Good communication skills and self motivation are essential. 

Salary £20,000-£25,000. 
Applications in writing enclosing up to date cv to: 

Duncan Kelso, Golf Course Manager, Kings Hill Golf Club 
Fortune Way, Kings Hill, West Mailing, Kent ME19 4AG 

GOLF CLUB WIEN 
HEAD GREENKEEPER/ 

ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT 
required 

This is an outstanding opportunity for an ambitious top quality individual 
to be involved in the rejuvenation and development of one of Austrias 

oldest and most prestigious golf courses. The club and course are 
currently undergoing a significant phase of overhaul, upgrade and 

improvement which will continue over the next 5 years and beyond. 
Requirements 
• NVQ level 3 (or Level 2 at least working towards 3). PA 1,2 and 6. 
• An enthusiastic passion for greenkeeping, 

both modern and traditional. 
• A natural flare for leadership and team building. 
• 5 years experience, preferably in an environment 

demanding of the highest standards. 
• A sound knowledge of German is a distinct advantage, 

but a keen commitment to learn is more important. 
We offer an attractive package and assistance with accommodation. 

Please apply in writing with CV before 21 June 2003 to: 

J.Robinson, Course Superintendent, GC Wien-Freudenau, 
Freudenau 65 a, Vienna 1020, Austria 

THE LAMBOURNE CLUB 
Require a GREENKEEPER 

Applicants must be qualified to NVQ Level 2 
Spraying Certificate would be an advantage 

Applications/CVs to: 

Jim Howard, Head Greenkeeper, The Lambourne Club, 
Dropmore Road, Burnham, Bucks SL1 8NF 

MID-HERTS GOLF CLUB 
Require a 

QUALIFIED ASSISTANT 
GREENKEEPER 
NVQ Level 2, PA1 & PA2 an advantage. 

And a 
TRAINEE GREENKEEPER 

Excellent pay and conditions. 
Apply in first instance in writing with CV tor-

Richard Jourdan, Club Secretary, Mid-Herts Golf Club, 
Lamer Lane, Wheathampstead, Herts AL4 8RS 

http://www.seacroft-golfclub.co.uk


Recruitment 

THE BIOLOGICAL APPROACH TO SPORTS TURF, PLANT AND WATER MANAGEMENT 
Now in our 12th year of developing innovative products for amenity turf, 
plant and water managers, we recently launched a new range of biotech 
solutions for the amenity turf market and have doubled sales this year. 

To maintain this momentum we seek three new regional sales managers. 
1) For north west England and north Wales based around Manchester. 
2) For the Ml corridor based between Leicester and south Yorkshire. 
3) For south east England to work from our office in Bookham Surrey. 

Positions 1 & 2 will require you to work from home. You will be a self 
starter, highly motivated to provide the best technical advice and support 

for our customers. You will be computer literate, confident in your 
presentation skills and ability to meet sales targets and want to learn 
about new technologies for improving soil fertility. This is a hands on 

technical role, not catalogue selling, and full training will be given. 

We offer an excellent salary, commission, pension, 
health insurance and car or car allowance. 

Write with your C.V. to Martin Ward, Symbio, 
38 Bookham Industrial Park, Bookham, Surrey KT23 3EU 
Tel: 01372 456 101 email: martin@symbio.co.uk www.symbio.co.uk 

NORTH MIDDLESEX GOLF CLUB 
Requires a 

HEAD GREENKEEPER 
The successful applicant will be responsible to the Greens Committee to carry out course 

policy and present the course in the high standard expected by the members. 
He should have the following qualifications and attributes: 

• Ability to lead, motivate and manage an extablished team 
• HNC or NVQ Level 3 with PA1 & PA2 Spraying Certificates 
• Experience of current Health & Safety Regulations 
• Budgetary control techniques 
• Some knowledge in machinery and irrigation maintenance 

Salary by negotiation. Please apply in writing with full CV including current salary to: 
The General Manager, North Middlesex Golf Club, 

The Manor House, Friern Barnet Lane, London, N20 ONL 

M a n a g e m e n t 

SALES REPRESENTATIVE 
Required by 

TURF MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS 
a trading division of Boughton Loam Ltd 
Based at our Iver Heath Depot, Nr Uxbridge 

Area: North and West London, Middlesex, Berkshire, 
Sth Oxon, Sth Bucks, Sth Herts 

Selling our unique range of Ibrfcare and Landscape Products 
and Contracting Services to the Amenity market, Landscapers, 

Local Authorities and Sports clubs. 
A competitive package will be offered to the successful applicant. 

Your opportunity to join a progressive company, 
at the forefront of the industry. 

Apply in writing with your C.V. in the first instance tor-

Managing Director, Boughton Loam Ltd, 
Telford Way, Kettering, Northants NN16 8UN 

Tel: 01536 510515 Fax: 01536 510691 
Email: enquiries@boughton-loam.co.uk 

GREENKEEPER 
Full time position available on 

a new 9 hole short course near Darlington. 
Applicant must be qualified, ideally with experience, 

and will have responsibility for entire course. 
Please apply in writing to: 

Simon Robinson, Headlam Farms, 
Headlam, Darlington, Co. Durham DL2 3HA 

ROYAL PORTHCAWL GOLF CLUB 
Requires a MECHANIC/GREENKEEPER 

We are seeking an enthusiastic, self motivated individual with a sound 
knowledge and experience of course machinery maintenance. 

Please apply in writing with full CV to: 
Mr D Ward, Royal Porthcawl Golf Club, Rest Bay, Porthcawl, Mid Glamorgan CF36 3UW 

ALDWICKBURY PARK GOLF CLUB 
This proprietary club has recently obtained planning permission to construct a new 

maintenance facility and invites applications for 

HEAD GREENKEEPER 
Candidates require: 

Experience of Course Management • Strong team leadership skills 
The ability to control greenkeeping budgets 

A sound knowledge of greenkeeping including PA1 and PA2 spraying certificates 
HND or HNC preferable • Ability to manage Health & Safety on site 

Salary negotiable. Closing Date 18 June 2003 
Applicants should apply in writing with full CV and current salary to:-

Mr A Clarke, PO Box 376. Redbourn, St Albans, Herts AL3 7ZX 
Fax No: 01582 794208 Email: enquiries@badixproperties.com 

RECRUITMENT CONTINUED ON INSIDE BACK COVER. Greenkeeper International 49 

mailto:martin@symbio.co.uk
http://www.symbio.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@boughton-loam.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@badixproperties.com


Feature listing 
from June 2001 

Chairman 
As I see it... 

June 2001; Stoke Park Club profile; 
Stuart Cagle MG; Tractors; Leaf Spot Disease; 
Take All Patch; Construction 

July 2001; Royal Lytham profile; Tees 
Mowers; Fertilisers; Green Grasses; John Deere 
profile; Sandy McDivot; College Listings 

August 2001; Aeration Survey; Machrie GC 
profile; Rough Mowers; Saltex Preview; Dr 
Alan Gange - environmental research; Hayter 
Profile; Ponds; Open Championship review; 
Toro Student of the Year profile; 

September 2001; Ryder Cup preview; Chafer 
Grubs; Drainage; BIGGA National 
Championship preview; Sandy McDivot; 
Machinery Maintenance; Soil Analysis; 
Wild Flowers 

October 2001; Major Award for Walter 
Woods; Royal Portrush GC; Portstewart GC; 
Irrigation; Soil biodiversity; Leaf collection 
systems; Scotsturf preview' Saltex review 

November 2001; BIGGA National 
Championship review; Environment 
Competition winner; Spraying; Toro Awards 
Preview; Cutting regimes; Dyke GC 

December 2001; Toro Award Winners; 
Southern Gailes GC; BTME preview; Specialty 
equipment; Thatch removal 

January 2002; Walton Heath profile; 
Greenkeeping in Denmark; Moving materials; 
A first for Andy Campbell; New products 

February 2002; Harrogate 2002 Review; 
Drainage; Castlerock GC; Trees; Recycling; 
TurfTrax profile; Barn Owl special report 

March 2002; Donnington Valley profile; Utility 
vehicles; Essay competition winner; Irrigation; 
Seeds; Sandy McDivot 

April 2002; Heyrose GC profile; Bernhard's 
Scholarship; De-stress your greens; COSHH 
assessments; Rootzones and topdressing; 
Maintenance facilities; Essay competition 

May 2002; BIGGA Report; Nematodes; Caldy 
GC profile; Multi-tasking machinery; Bunker 
Sand; Essay competition; Fijian GC profile; 
BIGGA Minimum qualification 

June 2002; Finding Fungi; Greetham Valley 
GC profile; Tyres; Calabria GC profile; Lakes 
and Ponds; Poa Annua - Jim Arthur 

July 2002; Open preview; Turf; Steve Isaccs; 
Emissions; Grinding; Rotary Mowers; 
BTME preview; Sandy McDivot 

August 2002; BIGGA Golf Day; Open review; 
Talking Heads - Education & training; Trees; 
Dr Kate Entwistle; Pwllheli GC; Weather; 
Compact Tractors; Saltex preview 

September 2002; National Championship 
Preview; Irrigation; Non Grass Cutters; 
Hawkstone Park; Careers in Greenkeeping 

October 2002; Saltex Review; Golden and 
Silver Key Supporters; Environment Awards; 
Health & Safety; Sustainable Use of Pesticides 

November 2002; Toro Student of the Year; 
National Championship; Drainage; St 
Andrew's Bay; Autumn Problems 

December 2002; BTME & ClubHouse Preview; 
R&A Golf Course committee; Dr Kate Entwistle; 
Pennard GC 

January 2003; Beedles Lake Profile; 
Talking Heads - Chemical Application; 
Rebuilding Golf Greens; Constructive Advice 

February 2003; BTME/ClubHouse Review; 
Royal Liverpool Profile; Irrigation; Nematodes 

March 2003; The Berkshire Profile; 
Meloidogyne; Overseeding Golf Greens; 
Talking Heads - Health & Safety 

April 2003; Oakmere Park GC; Spraying; 
Golf Course Security; Bernhards Delegation; 
Ransomes Jacobsen Profile 

May 2003; Cardrona Golf & Counrty Club; 
Poa Annua; Rough Mowers; Mole Control; 
Rootzone; Green Construction 

A Frustrating 
Start to the 
Season 
At long last there's been some sort of normality about the weather. Cold, windy and rainy. 
Yes, that's more like we are used to and# unlike the golfers who are playing the course 
but like my fellow greenkeepers, I'm pleased. 

At the time of writing it has been the most difficult and 
frustrating start to a season that I can ever remember. The 
grass is going almost backwards and one doesn't 
normally experience this heading towards the end of May. 
But no doubt by the time you read this page I expect we 
will have grass around our ears and will be struggling to 
keep up with everything. 

Unfortunately I have attended three funerals within the 
past two weeks with one of them being a staunch BIGGA 
member, Alex Robertson, Head Greenkeeper at 
Grangemouth Golf Club. The number of people who 
attended the service, many of them from the 
greenkeeping world, speaks volumes for how popular 
and genuine he was. Alex's passing is a tragedy and a 
great loss to our profession and our sincere thoughts go 
out to his family. 

I have also just learnt today of the death of Mark 
McCormack, probably the greatest innovator in sports 
management and a man who was rightfully known as the 
most powerful man in sport. As a young lawyer he 
offered to manage Arnold Palmer's career and so founded 
the International Management Group (IMG). Arnold 
Palmer went on to became the greatest name in sport in 
the 60s and Mark McCormack went on to manage 
virtually every top name in sport, not just golf. In golf, 
however, that list included Jack Nicklaus, Greg Norman 
and Tiger Woods. IMG were also responsible for the 
introduction and running of many tournaments including 
the long running World Matchplay at Wentworth. 

I had the pleasure of meeting Mr McCormack at 
Turnberry on a number of occasions. There is no doubt 
that his work contributed immensely to raising the 
standard of golf and gave the game a global focus that in 
turn gave Greenkeeping Management a higher profile. 
Those of us who earn our livings in golf owe Mark 
McCormack a great deal. 

That also reminds me that I attended a management 
meeting last week with IMG, the PGA and the R&A when 
it was announced that the British Seniors, being played 
over our own Ailsa Course at Turnberry, is now to be 
classed as a Senior Major with a purse of £1 million. 

Most of the top stars such as Tom Kite, Hale Irwin, Ray 

Floyd, Gary Player and Arnold Palmer are competing but 
for many the appearance of Jack Nicklaus and Tom 
Watson will provide the excitement. Their epic Dual in the 
Sun classic in The Open of 1977 produced, some say, the 
most exciting Open in history. Just the appearance of 
Nicklaus and Watson together at Turnberry will create a 
buzz in the galleries and although it may be too much to 
expect them to reproduce the quality of golf they did 
during that Open, just a small taste of it will send people 
home happy. 

It will be a busy week for our staff preparing two 
courses for the Tournament as the qualifying is being 
played over our second course, the Kintyre. With Barrassie 
further up the coast also being used as another qualifying 
course I am sure Brian Finlayson and his crew will 
produce a first class test. 

As I write this report Derek Wilson and his crew are 
busy preparing Irvine Bogside for the qualifying of The 
British Amateur Championship, as is Billy McLaughlin, 
from Royal Troon, over which famous Links the finals are 
being played. We wish them well for a successful week. 

As well as the Seniors in July, this month we also have 
the Scottish Amateur Strokeplay Championship, closely 
followed by the Scottish Greenkeepers Championship 
which are both being played on the Kintyre Course. Plus 
we have our own Club Championship on the Ailsa 
Course. So we are in for a busy time, over the next couple 
of months. 

I suppose by now most folks' diaries are filling up, I 
know mine is. I know I could be accused of being away 
from my workplace too often, yet if I do not attend 
certain functions that would also be wrong in some eyes. 

I do know one thing. With a busy and important 
schedule ahead my priorities must lie at Turnberry until 
the Tournaments are over. 

George Brown 
Chairman 

7 1 3 05,04 1 1 2 
3 5 9 4 9 


