tion, Last but not least our thanks
must go to Perranporth Golf Club for
allowing the Section use of their facil-
ities and all their staff who made our
day run so smoothly.

As usual January brought an exodus
of greenkeepers from our counties to
attend the BTME show held in the
lovely town of Harrogate. With the
BTME show seminars and conference
offering so much in education many
members decided to travel indepen-
dently. The Region’s coach departed
from Fingle Glen on the Monday with
videos on board to keep members
amused on the long trip North. Most
of the Region’s members were able to
stay in the same hotel, which created
an excellent atmosphere

The show it self just seems to get
better each year and is now one that
you can't afford to miss. Many mem-
bers attended  the  Amenity
Technology evening which was just
buzzing with greenkeepers from all
over the world.

Congratulations must go to our
Regional Administrator, Paula, and
Stuart  Ashworth, of Amenity
Technology, who had organised the
superb trip. Also, I would like to con-
gratulate all the staff at head office for
organising a superb BTME.

Our last meeting of the winter pro-
gramme will be the Aventis and
Supaturf meeting, which will be held
at Taunton & Pickeridge Golf Club on
Wednesday, March 20.

Richard Whyman

Scotland

Peter Boyd

Regional Administrator
Tel/Fax: 0141 616 3440

Email: biggascotland@aol.com

AYRSHIRE

Derek Wilson

Irvine Bogside GC
Club: 01294 276177
Mobile: 0370 734360

CENTRAL

John Crawford
Stirling GC

Club: 01786 464098
Mobile: 07979 988518

EAST

Stephen Dixon

Kings Knowe GC
Club: 0131 443 0235

NORTH

Douglas Duguid
Westhill GC

Club: 01224 740329

WEST

Alexander Bulloch
Fereneze GC

Club: 0141 881 1519

Northern
Douglas Bell

Regional Administrator
Tel/Fax: 0151 431 0433
Email: bigganorth@aol.com

N EAST

Jimmy Richardson
Hexham GC

Club: 01434 602057
Email: jfroud123@aol.com

N WEST

Bert Cross

(Retired)

Tel/Fax: 0151 724 5412

NORTHERN

Andy Smith

Howley Hall GC

Club: 01924 478417

Email: andy_smith21@hotmail.com

CLEVELAND
Barry Walker
Wearside GC
Mobile: 0589 658161

SHEFFIELD

Chris Astle
Wheatley GC

Club: 01302 831655

N WALES

Andy Campbell MG
Carden Park Golf Resort
Tel: 01829 782125

Midland

Peter Larter

Regional Administrator
Tel/Fax: 01476 550115
Mobile: 07866 366966

E MIDLAND

Antony Bindley

Kirby Muxloe GC

Tel: 0116 289 0301

Email: antony-bindley@beeb.net

MIDLAND

Philip Gates
Trentham GC

Club: 01782 658109

E ENGLAND
Graeme MacDonald
Newark GC

Tel: 01636 626564

BERKS/BUCKS/OX
Lindsay Anderson

Badgemore Park GC
Club: 01491 572206

MID ANGLIA

Gerald Bruce
Berkhamstead GC
Club: 01442 865832
Mobile: 0374 921606

South East

Derek Farrington

Tel/Fax: 01903 260956

Mobile: 07850 162401

Email: derek.farrington@tesco.net

SURREY

lan Sellers
Sheerwater

Mobile: 07855 251047

KENT

Duncan Kelso
Kings Hill GC

Tel: 01732 875040

SUSSEX

Stefan Antolik
Cooden Beach GC
Club: 01424 846130

LONDON

Paul Clark

Mill Hill GC

Tel: 0208 360 7533

E ANGLIA

lan Willett
Thorpeness GC
Club: 01728 452176

ESSEX

Martin Forrester
The Essex G+CC
Tel: 01245 603131

S West/S Wales
Paula Humphries

Tel/Fax: 01288 352194

Mobile: 07773 664563

Email: paula.bigga@eclipse.co.uk

S WEST

Kevin James
Weston-Super-Mare GC
Club: 01934 626968

S COAST

Fred Deamen
Alton GC

Club: 01420 82042

DEVON C/WALL

Richard Whyman

Bude & N C/Wall GC
Club: 01288 352006

Email: richwhy@cwcom.net

S WALES

Peter Lacey

Pennard GC

Tel: 01792 233923
Mobile: 07971 914121

N Ireland
Allison Sloan

Ballymena GC

Club: 02825 862757
Email: ajcsloan@aol.com

For a quality, precision cut, take a ride on one

of our: quality, precision-engineered machines.

durability and a high residual

e rde-on greens mowers

fortherssuperofmish, reliability,

it’s quality

alue. Now, a new

improved Greensmaster” is available - the 3250

with a larger, more powerful engine to give even
higher productivity. And if it’s a pedestrian

ower you require, our: classic Greensmaster

; ifor quality greens.
" Simply telephone on 01480 226800 and we’ll
arrange for a Jocal dealer to contact you.

greens mower is just one of a superb
e guaranteed to build your reputation

www.toro.com
Lely Ireland Limited, Kilboggin, Nurney, Co. Kildare. Tel: 00 353 (0)45 526170 Email: info@lely.ie
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THIS EXCLUSIVE JACKET

Don’t miss your chance to win
this fantastic jacket worth £60
in our exciting new Buyers’
Guide competition in
association with Allen Power —

‘THE TURFTIME TEASER’

allen

Mo,
Enoineg

allen

Pomertd senoorm it s i omis
www.allenpower.com

WHO ARE WE?

1. We offer cost effective solutions

2. Backwards, our telephone
number reads: 607218 58710

3. Our name is a clue to
where we are based
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HYDROJECT AERATION
AND CHEMICAL

INJECTION SERVICE mﬁ
(WITH NO SURFACE DISTURBANCE)

KEITH DRIVER %

(SPORTSTURF CONTRACTOR)
Tel:01273 564015 Mobile: 07958 532008

8 Morecambe Rd, Brighton, Sussex BN1 8TL

B Jamieson

Golf Advisors Ltd

Bruce Jamieson Golf Advisors Ltd, is an
established company offering expert advice on;

@ Golf Course maintenance

@ Tournament preparation & presentation

@ Machinery selection

@ Budgeting

@ Staff recruitment

@ Soil & turf analysis

@ Establishment of new golf courses
Contact: Bruce Jamieson
Browntop, 17 Haywarden Place, Hartley Wintney, Hants,
RG27 8UA  Telephone: 01252 844847 www.bjgolf.co.uk

Amenity Spraying

If your weeds look bad, and it don't look good,
you a call...

WEEDBUSTERS UK LTD
TELFAX: 01752 336060
MOBILE: 07970 894616

Arti

ial Grass

N e - T s e 3

! /VERDE SPORTS !
LIMITED |

Tel: 01254 831666 Fax: 01254 wouQ

i e e N e e ) B
@ VERDE TEE FRAME

3 Steel platform, woven grass top

y @ VERDE WINTER TEE

1 Generous size, self-install kit

i @® VERDE DRIVING MATS

A Top Quality - Long Life - Best Prices

{ @ ARTIFICIAL GRASSES

] Comprehensive range for pathways,

1 winter tees and putting

! @ DRIVING BAYS & NETS

i For club and home use

' Gabbotts Farm Barn, Bury Lane,

H Withnell, Chorley, Lancashire PR6 BSW

! www.verdesports,com email: nikk@verdesports.com J

- s A A ——— 4 2

Please call for samples & information
AP v i Ot et s A

-fechnology

Our 10" year supplying biotech solutions

Thinking about a
biological programme?

First ask a biologist

Thatch Reduction
Disease Prevention
Fine Grass Growth

Tel: 01372 456101

www.symbio.co.uk

BUNKER RAKES

MEMBERS STRONG TRADITIONAL SHAPE
1t024-£295EACH 251049 - £2.75 EACH
50 to 100 - £2.50 EACH (15" WIDE COMPLETE)

) | ‘ﬁ |
om ALLEN POWER EQUIPMENT ITI

14" Lightweight Rake  racreqin 105
Complete with wooden shaft & black puhpmp head

@ 14" Deluxe Rake
With white flexi-shaft, white panmu head h gny

@ 21" Deluxe Rake Packed in 10¢
With white flexi-shaft, white pnlvump head & gnp

All prices + VAT Camage at extra cost, FREE for orders of £2:

m 0 Didcot, Gxon OX11 BES
pl: 400 rax: U 40

@allenpower.co

MEMBERS BUNKER RAKES
FROM ONLY £2.54 EACH
Strong construction complete with
replaceable threaded handle
12 for £2.99 each

50 for £2.69 each
100 for £2.54 each

Prices are for complete rakes, delivered free
Rake support pegs - 70p each

Made in the UK by MW Dyason Ltd,
6/10 Hitchmead Road,
Biggleswade, SG18 ONH

Tel: 01767 317011
Fax: 01767 317186

g

Q_QNTOQR
GOLF = LIMITED

Construction of new golf developments
and upgrading of existing courses
UK OFFICE: DAVENTRY, NORTHANTS

Tel: 01327 879464

IRISH OFFICE

Tel: 064 39965

Email: enquiries@contour-golf.com

DGQ‘;/‘

2000 Limited

@ Construction ® Remodelling
® Reservoir Works

Tel: 01604 468908

Fax: 01604 474853

www.deltagolf2000.co.uk

180 Ruskin Road, Kingsthorpe,
Northampton NN2 7TA

J&E ELY

GOLF COURSE
CONSTRUCTION
Reading, Berks
Tel/Fax: 0118 9722257
»E-mail: ely@btinternet.com

40" Anniversary
1961 - 2001

www.elygolfconstruction.com

Email press releases
about new products to;

scott@bigga.co.uk

Specialists
in Golf
Course

Construction

JOHN GREASLEY LIMITED
“Ashfield House” * 1154 Melton Road

Fags 95p Hole cups £2.90 Fag pins from 98p etc
Greenkeepers/Distributors - FREE SAMPLE
FAIRWAY PRODUCTS
Unit 8, Peel Industrial Estate, Bury, Lancs. BL9 OLU
Telfac 0161 763 7060

Syston « Leicester * LE7 2HB

Tel: 0116 269 6766
JBAGCC Mobile: 0836 553899
&V Fax: 0116 269 6866

e

: POWERED by

Honda
Engines

ﬂﬁ“ & DOW,/‘,

CONTRACTORS

Sportsturf Trenching Machines
Gravel Banding
Full Drainage System Design

01986 798888

www.cottonanddownes.co.uk

Duncan Ross
L.and Drainag®

Limited

SPORTSTURF DRAINAGE SPECIALISTS

* Latest Sportsturf trenching machinery
* Verti Draining * Sand Slitting * Overseeding
* Gravel Banding  Top dressing

Design, Installation and maintainence service

Tel: 01257 255321 Fax: 01257 255327
Appley Bridge, Wigan, Lancs

MJABBOTT

LIMITED

SAND SLITTING

GRAVEL BANDING

Dinton « Salisbury « Wiltshire SP3 5EB
Tel: 01722 716361 » Fax: 01722 716828
www.mjabbott.co.uk

- Revolutionary new
? reconstruvtion of greens

Fraction of the cost of traditional drainage
Recent contracts include: Market Drayton, Trentham,
Chase and Sandfield Golf & Driving Range

DESIGN - INSTALLATION - SERVICE

NORTH STAFFS IRRIGATION LTL

Consulting Watering/Drainage Specialists
E-mail: NorthStaffs.Irrig@btinternet.com

01785 812706

4

A Drainage.
Sand Slitting.

. Vertidraining.

Established 45 years
ONGAR, ESSEX
01277 890274
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(Turfdry
Golf Course Drainage
Specialist

For fast and friendly UK
service call:

Melvyn Taylor
on 01283 551417
or 07836 259133

White Horse Contractors
Limited

SPECIALIST SPORTS TURF CONTRACTORS

* DRAINAGE
+ CONSTRUCTION
+ RENOVATION
* LAKES & RESERVOIRS
* DE! & BUILD
«C ULTANCY

Tel: 01865 736 272
Fax: 01865 326 176
www.whitehorsecontractors.co.uk

Lodge Hill, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 2JD

SPEEDCUT

SPORTSTURF
CONSTRUCTION
DRAINAGE
RENOVATION
SANDSLITTING

CONTACT: KEVIN SMITH
OXFORD 01865 331479

Finance & Leasing

GOLF

FINANCE LTD

: POWERED by

Honda
Engines

NN NN
AutoFlow Systems Ltd
NN NN

CALL NOW FOR ALL YOUR
WATER REQUIREMENTS ON

SPORTS GROUNDS, GOLF COURSES,
BOWLING GREENS, COMMERCIAL

LANDSCAPING, PRIVATE GARDENS

TEL: 01603 759701 FAX: 01603 758200

AUTO HOUSE, ASHTREE WORKS, MILL ROAD,
BARNHAM BROOM, NORFOLK NR9 4DE

YOUR COMPLETE INDEPENDANT IRRIGATION SPECIALIST

British Turf & Landscape
Irrigation Association

u“ . . o gs
Qualtty by Association

Our aim is to ensure
you have the best
possible irrigation
system so we constantly
monitor, maintain and
raise the standards

of our members

For a full list of members
contact David Halford

Tel/Fax: 07041 363130
Website: www.btlia.org.uk

Cameron

IRRIGATION

Suppliers of Iirigation Equipment to Golf Courses
Bowling Greens, Landscapes, Horticulture
Manufacturers of Irrigation Equipment
Existing systems renovated and upgraded

DESIGN « INSTALLATION = SERVICE

MJABBOTT

LIMITED

Dinton « Salisbury » Wiltshire SP3 5EB
Tel: 01722 716361 « Fax: 01722 716828
www.mjabbott.co.uk

Irrlgatlon
: Systems

* Cost effective solutions
to your irrigation problems
* Independant professional advice

DESIGN ~ INSTALLATION - SERVICE

NORTH STAFFS IRRIGATION LTD

Consulting Watering/Drainage Specialists
E-mail: NorthStaffs. lrrlg@btlnternet com

01785 812706

DESIGN
MANUFACTURE
SUPPLY
INSTALLATION

IRRIGATION

Irrigation Systems
for

Golf Courses
Sportsgrounds
Recreational &
Landscape Areas

Head Office 01460 241939
Scottish Office 0131 2202102
http://lwww.Ocmis.com

Independent Professional Irrigation
Golf Courses Bowling Greens, Sports,Racecourses, Gardens + + +

DEDICATED FINANCE
FOR THE

GOLF COURSE &
GROUNDSCARE
INDUSTRY

=: 01620 890200
=x 01620 895895

sales@golffinance.co.uk

Golf Course Supplies

A family business established 1969
BS EN ISO 9002: 1992 Registered Company

GRAVEL, SAND, SOIL,
ROOT ZONE, TOP DRESSING,
WOOD BARK, TRACK MATERIAL

Contact Rachel Stewart
Tel: 01257 792536/792692
Mobile: 07973 426890

Woodlands, 31 Preston Road, Coppull, Chorley, Lancashire PR7 SHS

+44 (0) 1425 474614
Fax: +44 (0) 1425 471296 \ /
http:// www.misc.irrig.co.uk \ 4
e mail: enquiries@misc.irrig.co.uk \/
NI BIRD.
IRRIGATION SYSTEMS
Designed, Supplied and installed
throughout the UK and Europe
IRRIGATION
control

“THE PROFFESIONALS CHOICE”
Tel: 01606 558 927
Fax: 01606 862 882

E-mail: mail@irrigationcontrol.co.uk
Website: www.irrigationcontrol.co.uk
BTLIA Year 2000 Certificate of merit award

aI
&
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Honda
Engines

Advi QhR Servicing

New Installations

0|765 602175

m bl

l| 7
Area Dealer Emall:admin@pard.co.uk

Fax 01765 603488
www.pard.co.uk
BTLIA 2001 CERTIFICATE OF MERIT AWARD

Email press releases
about new products to;
scott@bigga.co.uk

IRRIGATION PRODUCTS

Design. Supply.
Installation.
Service.

Established 45 years
ONGAR, ESSEX
01277 890274

E

R T R

T&G
IRRIGATION
Golf Course and Sports Turf
Irrigation since 1984

oakdale.uk.com
info@oakdale.uk.com
Phone: 01427 874200
Fax: 01427 875333

Design, installation and maintenance

YOrk «
Martin

GOLF IRRIGATION CONSULTANTS

Speak to Europe’s most experienced,
independent consultants for objective,
unbiased advice, before deciding

YORK & MARTIN
PO BOX 1192 FORDINGBRIDGE
HANTS, SP6 1YD, UK.

Tel. 01425 652087 Fax. 01425 652476

Lake Construction/Liners

UK’s leading contractor
Comprehensive advice
regarding design and
construction of water areas

@; Liners for lakes, ponds and
storage lagoons from the

Tel: 01206 262676 Fax: 01206 262998
E-mail: sales@geosynthetic.co.uk

www.geosynthetic.co.uk

WATERPROOFING

SERVICES

POND & LAKE
LINING SPECIALISTS
CONTACY US ON
TEL/FAX: 01249 655539
MOBILE: 07768 836316

EMAIL: info@waterproofingservices.com

QUALITY
AASSURED

Used groundcare equipment
Wide selection available

DOUBLE A

Prestonhall Industrial Estate, Cupar, Fife

Tel: 01334 657602

www.doublea.co.uk

GRASS
MACHINERY

Large selection of new and
second hand Turf Maintenance
Machinery in stock.

FREE DELIVERY IN UK.

Warranty given. Also interested in
purchasing surplus machines.

Tel/Fax: 01829 733432
Mobile: 07778 063418
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HIRE THE BEST

Tractors, Trailers, Power Harmows,
Discs, Shakaerators, Stone Buriers

FOR TURF, LANDSCAPING
& GOLF CONSTRUCTION

ANDREW DEPTFORD
TEL: 01529 421000

Fax: 01529 421111 www.aadhire.co.uk

MOLE CONTROL

TRADITIONAL METHODS USED
North of England covered
Call Arrest-A-Pest
Tel: 01484 684844

LOCHWINNOCH

NEAR GLASGOW

TEL: 01505 843095
OR 01505 842979

MOBILE: 0777 553 6610

&. | STRANCO
~ | PRODUCTS

pH control and dosing systems for
your irrigation water, for improved
turf quality.

For nationwide installation,
commissioning, service or advice,
please contact us at:-
STRANCO PRODUCTS
Priory Works, Tonbridge, Kent TN11 0QL
Tp— o
Fax: 0173

LANDSCAPING
GRADE SLEEPERS
SELECTED HARDWOOD

B E s QUALITY

PRICES

B ALSO I
COCKLESHELL PATH MEDIA

FINETURF PRODUCTS
Tel: 01375 361606

RAILWAY SLEEPERS

FULL RANGE OF NEW, USED, TREATED
UNTREATED, HARDWOOD OR SOFTWOOD
SLEEPERS AND CROSSING TIMBERS
TELEGRAPH POLES ALSO AVAILABLE

DELIVERY ANY AREA
BEST PRICES ON ALL GRADES & SIZES

Tel:01302 888676 Fax:01302 880547

Website: Www.sleeper-supplies.co.uk
Email: sales@sleeper-supplies.co.uk

RAILWAY SLEEPERS

B WOODEN AND CONCRETE SLEEPERS

B BEST PRICES ON ALL GRADES AND SIZES
B CROSSING TIMBERS, TELEGRAPH POLES
B NEW AND SECONDHAND

B A QUALITY ASSURED COMPANY

B NATIONWIDE DELIVERY

THOUSANDS IN STOCK
Tel: 01302 365222
Fax: 01302 341691

TRACKWORK LTD

www.trackwork.co.uk & www.railwaysleopers.uk.com
Email: sales@trackwork.co.uk

BANKS AMENITY PRODUCTS LTD
SUPPLIERS OF
FENDRESS™ RO?%;E TO USGA
ECONOMY 'ONE
DIVOT ES

FOR A COMPETITIVE QUOTATION CALL
01858 464346 / 433003

TILDENET

THE PROFESSIONAL’S CHOICE

* TARGET GREENS

* ANTI-BALL PLUGGING NETS

* PADDED & NET BAY DIVIDERS

* BUNKER MEMBRANE

* PERIMETER FENCING

* BALL-STOP NET

* ANTI-DAZZLE NETTING

[ ONET]

* TEACHING GOLF NET & FRAME

. GRASS GERMINATION
For further information please contact

BANKS AMENITY PRODUC’ D
EXCLUSIVE MANUFACTURERS OF

FENDRESS GREENTOP™ &
FENDRESS™ TOP DRESSINGS

SUPERIOR, CONSISTENT TOP DRESSINGS AT

___ AFFORDABLE PRICES
TEL: 01858 464346 / 433003

E———BOlLR\[ ——

AMENTYY

Manufacturers of quality dressings, including

green organic, fensoil & loams, for fairways,
greens & tees, in loads of all sizes

Serving the South of England.
Tel: (01797) 252298 Fax: (01797) 253115

LOVIELTD

QUARRY & CONCRETE PRODUCTS

Producers of all types of quality
specialist sands and top dressing
for Golf Courses, Playing Fields
and Sports Pitches

Cowbog, New Pitsligo, Fraserburgh,
Aberdeenshire, AB43 6PR

Te: 01771 653777
Fax: 01771 653527

SOII. Y!CNNOLOOV

Top Dressings « Rootzones
Sands -+ Gravels - Divot Mixes
Soils - Pathway Materials

www.rufford.com

Shirley Aldred & Co. Ltd

Suppliers of high quality
granular charcoal for over 200 years

[ Use one of the oldest Il Totally organic product

products known to

man to treat black layer M Large stock levels

of all grades
[ Prevent thatch build up
B Delivery anywhere in

W Improve drainage mainkand UK within

and rootzone 3-4 days

Tel: 01433 620003 _3_—'3

Fax: 01433 620388]|||

ulu

FAST-GROWING
TREES

Growth of 6-8 feet per year

For rapid improvement to new
and developing Golf Courses
Hybrid Poplars
to make hands:
Hybrid Willows
breaks, and dense cover on

Both are tolerant of poor soils and sites

and require little post-planting care.
All sizes available from 12 inch slips to
8 foot well-rooted trees.
Prices including delivery from £42 per 100,
or £380 per 1000

Free information pack and advice without
obligation Phone Gordon Hill on
01404 812229 or Fax on 01404 815800
Bowhayes Farm, Venn Ottery, Devon, EX11 1RX

or visit www.bowhayesfarm.co.uk

INTURF

f Growers and Innovators
rfgrass Systems

The Chestnuts * Wilberfoss
York * YO41 5NT

Telephone: 01759 321000
Facsimile: 01759 380130
e-mail: info@inturf.co.uk
website: www.inturf.com

R, GROWERS
§i AND SUPPLIERS

OF QUALITY CULTIVATED
. TEES, GREENS AND AMENITY
T TURF COUNTRYWIDE

TEL: 01427 890797
FAX: 01427 891785

Email: info@proturf.co.uk

TT ProTurf Ltd

NORTH CARR FARM, WEST STOCKWITH, NR
DONCASTER, SOUTH YORKSHIRE DNI0 48D

CH GROUNDS
MAINTENANCE LTD

CONSTRUCTION + SEEDING

RENOVATION ¢ SPRAYING
VERTI-DRAINING * SANDING
CHESHAM

TEL: 01494 758208

WEB: www. s.com
EMAIL: mike@c! unds.com
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NATIONWIDE
VERTIDRAIN HIRE

SELF OPERATED
OR WITH OPERATOR

TRACTOR WITH 1.6m
£500 PER WEEK

TRACTOR WITH 2m
£700 PER WEEK

me: 01522 869100

www.countygrass.co.uk

NGO

VERTIDRAIN SERVICES

Tel: 01507 526800
Mobile: 07970 895857

SPECIALIST GREENS * TEES
FAIRWAYS * SPORTSGROUNDS

DISTANCE NO OBJECT

PETER MANNINGTON

Specialist Verti-Drain Contractor for the South
For greens, tees, fairways and sportsgrounds
Experienced operator, competitive prices and refiable service
Tel/Fax Peter on 01580 861211
or Mobile 07850 612061

1 White Horse Cottages, Silverhill, Hurst Green
Etchingham, East Sussex TN19 7QA

CONTACT THE

PROFESSIONALS
FOR ALL TYPES OF AERATION,
CULTIVATION AND SEEDING

CHOICE OF 5 VERTI DRAINS, SHATTERMASTER,
MULTICORE ROOTZONE INJECTOR <HYDROJECT>

SEWARD TURF MAINTENANCE

RING MICHAEL SEWARD NOW ON 24 HOUR FREEPHONE

0500 432120

Email: sewardturf@btconnect.com
Web: www.sewardturf.co.uk

WORTH
DRAINING

VERTIDRAINING and
HOLLOW CORING HIRE

Distance no object

Contact Peter Bloodworth
Cornbecks Farm, Irmham, Grantham, Lincs
Tel/Fax: 01476 550266 Mobile: 07855 431119

or Paul Simpson, Manager
Tel: 01476 585 549 Mobile: 07855 431120

Wildlife Management
{

WILDLIFE
MANAGEMENT

The specialists in all
aspects of UK wildlife

RABBIT PROBLEMS?
0870 757 2844

RABBITS FOXES DEER GEESE BADGERS
SQUIRRELS MINK MOLES BIRDS etc

www.wildlifemanagement.co.uk

Email press releases
about new products to;

scott@bigga.co.uk
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FOR SALE

4 x Ransomes GS 55 (no groomers)
2 years old- excellent condition:
used approximately 30 hours,

grass boxes, transport wheels
£1500 each

Tel 01278 782207

Scottish Greenkeeper, age 34,
with 15 years experience,
including 4 years as a Deputy
Head Greenkeeper, seeks exciting
and challenging position.
Currently employed in
construction and maintenance of
new links course. Fully conversant
in Greenkeeping methods,
construction, drainage, irrigation
and machinery. Qualified to SVQ
level 3, Spraying certificates PA1,
2A, 6A; JCB certificate;
supervisory and training skills.

JS/135/02

You can email your
classified advertising

and recruitment copy
requests to;
sales@bigga.co.uk

FPDsaVills

By Order of
Tyrone S Courtman and Shaun N Adams of Cooper-Parry
Joint Adminsitrative Receivers of Long Equipment Ltd

Auction
Tuesday 26 March 2002 at 10.30am

At Unit 1, Wood Street North,
Meadow Lane Industrial Estate, Alfreton, Derbyshire

New & Demo Groundcare Equipment
Machine Tools, Office Furniture, Computer Eqpt. Etc

Groundcare Eqpt Manufactured by Long Equipment Ltd & Others,
Tiger Line '45.4' Ride on Rotary Mower, 'TM2800 & TM3800' Roller
Rotary Mowers, ‘GR5230 & RM3700" Rotary Gang Mowers. ‘GF5000
Gang Flail Mower, ‘FM150 & FM200’ Flail Mowers, 1.6m & 1.8m Flail &
Rotary Mowers to fit Tiger Line Ride on, Side Arm Flail Units. ‘RL2004
Hi-Tip' Mower/ Scarifier/ Collectors, ‘LE1501 & LE1502’ Scarifier;
Collectors, 'LE2003 Grass Cutter/Scarifier/Collectors, ‘BTD2000

Top Dressers, Fairway Brushes, ‘LE180’ Finishing Mowers,

Brush & Spinner Cassette Attachments, ‘TSM120’ Flail Mower,
Greenrite ‘OS-165'Overseeder, Pedestrian Rotary Mowers, etc

Also Leyland ‘262 Synchro’ Tractor. Tri-Axle & Tandem Axle Machinery
Transporter Trailers, Nissan ‘Patrol GR SE TD-6' 3&5-Door Estates
(98/R,) Machine Tools, Office Furniture, Computer Equipment, etc

On View: Day Prior 9am - 4pm and Sale Day from 9am

Buyers Premium 10% Catalogues £2

4 St. Peter’'s Gate, Nottingham, NG1 2JG, UK
Tel: +44 (0) 115 934 8100

Fax: +44 (0) 115 934 8003

Email: plantsales@fpdsavills.co.uk

www.fpdsavills.co.uk/
plantsales

Recruitment

THE WISLEY GOLF CLUB

wish to recruit an

ASSISTANT
GREENKEEPER

The Wisley is one of Britain’s premier Private Courses.
An exclusive 27 hole members club designed by Trent-Jones Jr.,

and situated in delightful Surrey countryside,

T'he successful applicant will be self motivated with suitable experi-
ence and a sound knowledge of all turf maintenance practices. They
should be an enthusiastic and hard working person, reliable and capa-
ble of working happily within a large team environment.

Salary negotiable, commensurate with qualifications and experience.

Please apply in writing with full CV to:

The Course Manager, The Wisley Golf Club,
Church Farm, Wisley Lane, Wisley Surrey GU23 601

The
Wisley

LE AND KENFIG GOLF CLUB

require a

DEPUTY LINKS
SUPERINTENDENT

Pyle and Kenfig Golf Club is a championship links course situated on the Bristol

Channel with panoramic views across to Somerset and the Gower Peninsula
During 2002 the club will co-host the British Amateur Championship and
stage the Welsh Stroke Play and Welsh PGA Championships.

Applications are invited for the above position from dynamic professionals seek-
ing to advance their career by gaining championship links experience.
Applicants should already hold a supervisory position, although links

experience is not essential.

Strong man management skills and an enthusiastic positive nature are a prerequisite
for this position. Communication skills are also vitally important as you will be

required to make presentations to the golf club committee from time to time

Experience of modern machinery and PC operated irrigation systems are
required, plus NVQ Level 3 and PA1,PA2, and PAG6 spraying certificates

We offer excellent working conditions, plus a competitive salary package.

Applications in writing plus a curriculum vitae to:

Raymond Hunt, Links Superintendent, Pyle & Kenfig Golf Club,
Waun y Mer, Kenfig, Bridgend CF33 4PU

Closing date: 29 March 2002
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Recruitment

LITTLESTONE GOLF CLUB

ASSISTANT GREENKEEPER

We currently have a vacancy for an experienced Assistant Greenkeeper
to join the existing team on our established 36 hole links complex.

Salary according to age and experience

Applications in writing with CV by 10th March to:-

The Secretary, Littlestone Golf Club, St Andrews Road,
Littlestone, New Romney, Kent TN28 8RD

Tel: 01797 363355

WYRE FOREST GOLF CENTRE LTD

Requires a

HEAD GREENKEEPER

Applicants should have a good working knowledge of turf and
machinery maintenance, irrigation and personnel leadership.

Applications in writing with full c.v. to

Simon Price, General Manager, Wyre Forest Golf Club,
Zortech Avenue, Kiddermister, Worcestershire, DY11 7EX.
Telephone : 01299 822682

FREE online Job Shop Ads!

If you didn't already know, BIGGA upload all recruitment advertising from the pages of Greenkeeper
International to coincide with the launch of each issue. Many Greenkeeper members have found the
online recruitment section to be of great benefit, particularly if they have left their magazine at work!
They can simply log on at home, to the BIGGA website, and access all of the latest jobs available in the
fine turf industry. Also, if a member is looking for employment, their advert will appear in this database
for prospective employers to read.

Any member who has found themselves out of work as a direct result of the Foot and Mouth Outbreak
may wish to take advantage of the BIGGA websiite to help find another club. As a special service to
members the Association will allow you to post a Job Shop advert on the website, listing your experience
and qualifications, offering your services free of charge. Further information can be obtained from the
Sales & Marketing Department at BIGGA HOUSE Tel: 01347 833800 email: sales@bigga.co.uk

Please note: This offer only applies to website adverts and not those which you wish to appear in Greenkeeper international.

Name

Club/Company

Address

Tel:

Send your completed order form to: Jennifer Whichello, Greenkeeper International,
BIGGA HOUSE, Aldwark, Alne, York YO61 1UF, or fax the form to us on 01347 833802.
Alternatively, you can also email your copy to sales@bigga.co.uk

REDBOURN GOLF CLUB & DRIVING R/}NGE,
ALDWICKBURY PARK GOLF CLUB&
BROCKLEY HiLL GOLF PARK

have opportunities available for both

QUALIFIED GREENKEEPERS AND
ENTHUSIASTIC TRAINEE GREENKEEPERS

Ideal opportunities for qualified greenkeepers
looking for a career move into a forward
thinking group. Excellent opportunities also
exist for trainees with either partial training or
no training to obtain their professional qualifi-
cation financed by the company.

C.V. and letter of application by 25th March 2002 to:

Email: enquiries@redbourngolfclub.com
Fax: 01582 794362

Mrs L Flitton, PO. Box 376, Redbourn, Herts, AL3 7ZX.

OAKLAND PARK GOLF CLUB

require a

FIRST ASSISTANT
GREENKEEPER

Applicants should have a minimum of 3 years
experience and be currently working towards or
have NVQ Level 3. Also must have spraying certifi-
cates PA1, 2, & 6.

Must be hard working and a good team member.
No Accommodation.
Salary negotiable.

Applications in writing with full C.V. to:

Mr Perry Harvey, Course Manager,
Oakland Park Golf Club,
Threehouseholds, Chalfont,

St Giles, Bucks, HP8 41.W
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Recruitment

READING GOLF CLUB

Invite applications for the post of

ASSISTANT GREENKEEPERS

We are looking for two staff to join the team in maintaining this established,
well equipped 18 hole private members golf course. Experience and qualifica-
tions to NVQ Level 2 would be an advantage. Consideration would be given to

a part qualified applicant and further training would then be given.

Salary negotiable, depending on experience (pay review pending on Commmittee
on Greenkeepers Salaries and Conditions of Employment recommendations)

Accommodation may be available for the right candidate

Please apply in writing, including full CV to:

The Head Greenkeeper, Jim Sutherland, Reading Golf Club,
17 Kidmore End Road, Emmer Green, Reading, RG4 8SG.

HEATON MOOR GOLF CLUB LTD

STOCKPORT

ASSISTANT COURSE MANAGER

Must have minimum 5 years experience. Qualified to NVQ Level 2/3 along with
PAL, 2 and 6 spraying certificates. Applicants must be enthusiastic and hard work-
ing. Salary negotiable according to experience

TRAINEE GREENKEEPER

Full training will be given to NVQ Level 1, 2 etc
Salary negotiable according to age and experience

For both these posts apply in writing with full CV to

Ian Somerville, Course Manager, Heaton Moor Golf Club,
Mauldeth Road, Heaton Mersey, Stockport. SK4 3NX

Hastings
Golf & Country Club

Invite applications for the posts of

HEAD GREENKEEPER &
FIRST ASSISTANT

Candidates should have a minimum of 3 years experience, be qualified to NVQ Level 2 and
hold spraying certificates, PAI, PA2, PA6, in addition a sound awareness of Health & Safety
and COSHH regulations is required. Both positions of a unique opportunity to build a team
and new machinery base. Possible relocation assistance to Hastings for the right candidates

All applications in writing together with current CV to:

Mr S. Lally, Hastings Golf & Country Club, Beauport Park,
Battle Road, St Leonards on Sea, East Sussex, TN37 7BP

THE NOrRTHWOOD GOLF CLuB LTD

Invites applications for the post of

FIRST ASSISTANT

The successful candidate must have a proven track record in Golf Course Management with a
minimum of 5 years experience. You must have a high level of self-motivation with the ability
to lead a varied but committed team in absence of the Course Manager
Minimum qualification of NVQ Level 3 or working towards the equivalent, with experience
in the use of all sports turf machinery, PA1, PA2 & 6 Spraying Certificate is essential
Experience in the use of modern computerised Irrigation Systems would be advantageous

This private I8 hole parkland course which is over 100 years old 1 good, cha
working environment with the possibility of accommodation and a g muneration | 2
Applications in writing, including full CV and salary expectation to

The Secretary, Northwood Golf Club, Rickmansworth Road, Northwood, Middlesex HA6 2QW
Closing date 31st March 2002

Swindon Services

GREENKEEPER -
Highworth Golf Course

Rate of pay: £5.47 per hour plus 33% Bonus Ref: SS143
37 hours per week to include weekend working

The successful applicant will require experience in all
aspects of greens maintenance and operation of grounds
machinery associated with greenkeeping.

Knowledge of Golf Course etiquette is preferred however,
not essential. A full driving licence will be required for
this post.

Closing date: 21.3.02.

For an application form and further details please contact
Swindon Services Personnel on (01793) 464517 (24 hour
answering service). Minicom for deaf users (01793) 436659.
Please note that we cannot accept CVs.

We are actively working towards equality of opportunity and welcome
applications from any individual.

Swinbon

BOROUGH COUNCIL

STOKE BY NAYLAND GOLF & LEISURE

require d

~AD
GREENKEEPER

Stoke by Nayland Golf club is a 36 hole complex situated on the Essex
Suffolk borders between Colchester and Sudbury. Built in 1972, the club

has over 1200 members plus a busy Hotel and Society green fee usage.
A vacancy exists for a head greenkeeper to have full responsibility for
the maintenance of one of the two courses. Whilst experience and at
least NVQ Level 3 is expected an aspiring first assistant who is looking
for promotion could well be considered. Candidates would also require
the following skills.

@ Have experience in all aspects of course management
@ Have a practical knowledge of the latest equipment
@ Experience in the construction of Tees and Greens
@ The ability to prepare and control a course budget

@ Possess good man management skills

Salary will be negotiable and limited accommodation is available.
Applicants should apply in writing with full CV to:

Derek Howe M Inst. GCM, Stoke by Nayland Golf & Leisure,
Keepers Lane, Leavenheath, Colchester, Essex CO6 4PZ
Tel: 01206-262836 Fax: 01206-263356
E-mail: info@golf-club.co.uk Web site: www.stokebynaylandclub.co.uk
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{MOUGHTS OF A gy

%  Sandy McDivot takes puts his own inimitable

slant on the Golf Club Committee

Committeed
FOR LIFE

Intelligence is a hard commodity to
measure. They say that Einstein for
all his wisdom did not possess the
mental faculties necessary to boil an
egg, or change his clothes. This is
quite understandable when you come
to think of it. How often have we
come across people with an abun-
dance of brainpower but no actual
ability to think? Why only today 1
was listening to our venerable Home
Secretary on the radio comment on
the nations latest crime figures.
“They are lower” he stated, “but not
low enough”. Brilliant, and at what
stage are the crime figures deemed to
be “low enough”. Then there was that
unfortunate  contestant on
Mastermind who could cope with
Magnus Magnesson’s first question
as to what his name was but when
asked to divulge his occupation, was
totally stumped.

The measurement of intelligence, it
is said, can be used to categorise the
hierarchy of life forms, while intelli-
gence itself, can be described
degrees of consciousness. Let me
explain. The more conscious one is,
the more intelligent one becomes. So
at the lower end of the scale of life,
we have single celled organisms and

surroundings but are unable to expe-
rience the process of thought and
simply utilise the limited information
gathered about their environment, as
a survival means. Some of those old
golf club secretaries, would be the

uivalent in our particular world.
'H\m we come to the slightly higher
forms of life to be founé'm the ani-
mal kingdom. These have all the
senses intact and are able to gather
information on their surroundings
and carry out a degree of conscious
thought, although often lack the fac-
ulties for emotional response. They
are also remarkably adept at learning
patterns of behaviour and of coming
to intelligent conclusions based on
incoming information. Therefore a
cow will sit in the shade on a hot day,
or a cat will hide itself in the under-
growth ready to pounce on its
unsuspecting prey.

Unfortunately, experience has
taught me that ‘the average golf club
committee does not always attain
such levels of consciousness. Correct
conclusion based on gathered data, is
not something that is automatically
arrived at. Now I know this is a hor-
ribly condescending statement to
make and I do recognise that some

son for crowned holes is that when
the turf is wet and soft in the winter,
golfers will all step approximately six
inches away from the L()lc to retrieve
their ball and the subsequent com-
pression of several such golfers,
causes the hole to stand proud above
the adjacent area. We can reach this
conclusion by using such things as
our eyes. I have on many occasions
explained the correct cause of the
crowned hole malady but each win-
ter the complaint goes up that we
never use a board to change the holes.

I even remember one committee
man, umgmlul‘umf’ me on finally
learning how to change the holés
properly, when he followed me
around straight after I had moved
them. Even after explaining it to him
yet again, he appeared not to grasp
the fact that the cause of the holes
being flat on that occasion, was that
he was the first person to play on
them. I have now resolved the issue
in true traditional greenkeeping fash-
ion, by the deployment of many years
of near zero fertiliser input. This has
had the effect of eliminating all
thatch from the soil surface and firm-
ing up the greens considerably. I now
get a flood of complaints each sum-

Anotberfelanic that committees have managed to wind me up with on

s, is that of holding important events on a Monday. Is it just

'mpolf or have we all looked in the club fixture list only to find a pro-am, or
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such like, that have no actual con-
sciousness or awareness but are
simply programmed to search for
food and engage in reproduction.
Replace food with alcohol and it's a
bit like myself as an apprentice green-
keeper. Of course the consumption of
alcohol was necessary because of its
ability to make unwelcome sights
considerably more pleasing to the eye
and thus aid the Alutlus search for
the reproductive division of my men-
tallvrmgramming.

oving up the scale, we have oth-
er simple creatures such as insects.
These {:avc avague awareness of their

committees are highly proficient, but
[ will endeavour to back this state-
ment with some of my own evidence
gathered in a lifetime of working
among them.

Take the crowned hole syndrome so
popular among committee men as an
excuse for their missed three foot
putts, even though their puttmf,
strokes often involve a twitch of such
horrific violence that divot replace-
ment is required. The crowned hole
phenomenon is, they assure us, due
to our inability to use a board to
change the holes.

Now we all know that the real rea-

a l.adies' Imtitational. or a Seniors’ Open starting on a Monday morning?

mer that the greens are like “bleedin’
concrete” but rarely about our inabil-
ity to change the holes correctly.

“You're following us around on pur-
pose aren’t you?” is another cry that
goes up when we unf()nundlul\' meet
up with the same group of golfers, on
more than one occasion, when
engaged in the execution of our
duties. Now the logic behind this
accusation is somewhat bewildering
to us, but a colleague of mine once
enlightened me on how his lady
golfers became convinced that all
greenkeepers were guilty of making
this their sole objective in life.



Amazingly they passed a resolution
at their /\(.M that on ladies’ d: s,
the greenkeepers had to mow the
greens by starting at the 18th hole
and then work their way back to the

Ist. This, they concluded, would
result in ground staff never inter-
rupting their game. With the full
backing of the secretary, I am delight-
ed to say that my ‘colleague did
indeed carry out the ladies’ \\1\]1&\ to
the letter of their law. Predictably
enough, the result was utter chaos
and apparently the embarrassment of
the ladies was something to be trea-
sured. Needless to say the lessons in
communication have been well and
truly learnt.

Actually the aforementioned col-
league of mine, told me of another
classic example of golfing lack of con-
sciousness. He was one morning
checking the irrigation system, lw\
putting the full greens pop-ups on a
two-minute cycle and then racing
around the course, taking note of any
faults in the system. He got to one
green just before the sprinklers were
due up, only to find that a two ball
was putting out. He rushed onto
the green and politely
informed them that they
needed to vacate the area
immediately, or they
would get” very wet
indeed. They “com-
pletely and utterly
ignored him. He
repeated the warning
but one particular
golfer simply looked
up at him with alook
of contempt and
then proceeded to
stand back over his
putt. At this point the
sprinklers came on
with one of them
aimed directly at the
golfer. With true British
stiff upper lip, he stood
up, stared at my col-
league and slowly walked
over to him, only for the
sprinkler to follow his
every move. He eventually

arrived at his destination in
a condition of complete sat-

uration at which point the
sprinkler  shut down.
“What's your name?” asked

VoLLLAN

the sodden golfer through clenched
teeth. My friend found it difficult to
reply due to the fact that he was
focusing all of his attention in the
avoidance of wetting his own under-

pants, albeit via uncontrolled
laughter.
Another classic that committees

have managed to wind me up with on
several occasions, is that of holding
important events on a Monday:. Is it
just myself, or have we all looked in
the club fixture list only to find a pro-
am, or a Ladies’ Invitational, or a
Seniors’ Open starting on a Monday
morning. Have they stopped for one
second and asked themselves how we
are supposed to get everything dou-
ble cut, raked and changed in the
couple of hours of daylight available.
I have even come across them mak-
ing the brilliant decision of bringing
onboard the full shotgun start, just to
make things doubly impossible for us.
Finally, lu me relay to you, a story
that came from a Course Manager
friend of mine, who has plied his “.Idl
in a particular coastal resort that will
remain nameless for reasons of
possible litigation. Now sev-
eral of the golf clubs in this
place, let me tell you, have
the absolute worst com-
mittees and members the
world has ever known. If
they had been working for
the Spanish inquisition,
half of them would have
been thrown out for
unreasonable behaviour.
In fact if you accused
them of being a bunch
of Hitlers, they would
take it as a comple-
ment. One of these
clubs - and this is
entirely true - once
placed an advert for a
club secretary/manager
that stated” that the
applicant “must have
the ability to manage
800 members, all of
whom are experts in
golf cluh man-
age ment”.
This

day

particular Course Manager, was work-
ing away with the rest of his team on
a hole,” when he noticed someone
observing them from upin the woods.
He thought nothing of it but the next
day, the same person was once more
gazing down upon them. This con-
tinued for a week or so, before
curiosity finally got the better of the
Course Manager and he made his way
up the hill to confront this strange
hum in being,

Can [ help you" he asked. The
reply, when it came was somewhat dis-
concerting.

“I'm the new Green Chairman. ['ve
been watching you and there are going
to be a few (h.uu‘u around here”.
With this thought in his mind, my
friend made his way back down to the
rest of his staff to inform them of the
distressing  news. The Green
Chairman continued to observe them
for quite a few days
after this, until
finally the

arrived when he made his way down
the hill to make his pronouncement
to the Course Manager.

What awful observations had he
made, thought my friend, as he saw
him marching towards him. Would
this be cards on the table time, had
he made a fiendish discovery that
would prove incompetence, would
there be some impossible demand
made, would he harass them all with
the results of this despicable time and
motion study. No, instead the Green
Chairman asked, “How do you cut
the greens?” “What do you mean?”
asked the Course M: ll]‘l"( . “Well,
when you cut them, doyou goup: and
down, or around and around?”

Sandy McDivot.
Head Greenkeeper:
Sludgecombe Pay and Play.




Feature listing
from March 2000

March 2000; Cleobury Mortimer GC;
Course Furniture; R&A Conference Report;
Cutting heights; Avoncrop profile; Valderrama
report; Westurf preview

April 2000; Fortrose & Rosemarkie GC;
Utility Vehicles; Imgation; Seed breeding;
Gem Professional profile.

May 2000; Ross-on-Wye GC; Top Dressing;
Course Mapping; Compact Tractors

June 2000; National Championship pre-
view; Spraying; World Education Conference
review; Environmental Management; Mowers

July 2000; Open Championship Preview;
Duguid Court Case Report; Pest
Control; Aventis profile; Course Conditioning

August 2000; Open Championship review;
Water Features; Saltex preview; Charcoal;
Malone GC:; Royal County Down; Grand Tour
Scholarship

September 2000; Blowers and
Berkshire College Academy; National
Championship roundup; Gordon McKillop
interview; Winter health checks

October 2000; Toro Awards Preview;
Ronald Fream; Irrigation; Saltex Review; Pest
Control; Wobum GC
November 2000; Grass Cutting

inery; Clandeboye GC; Drainage;
National Championship review; Leatherjacket
management
December 2000; Toro Awards;
Making the most of your Dealer; Budget
B BTME2001 preview; BIGGA/
Bemhards CGSA delegation preview

Jamurym;Comnmmtm Tyres; Turf

diseases; Kingsbams Golf Links; Environment
CompetmonWmnef Dyke GC; Talking
Heads - Pest Control

February 2001; BTME2001 review; Winter
Mowing Imgation; Broadstone GC; Hedges:

MM:MGC:G'm
Maintenance; Meland GC, Norway; Greens
Mowers; BIGGA Essay Winner; Grass
Science profile

April 2001; Lightning detection; Brockett
Hall GC; CGSA report; Mowers;
Imigation; Swa'drenova!ion Essay
winner; Turf Disease

May 2001; Foot and Mouth Disease
Special Report; Maintenance Facility report;
Bunker Sand; ATVs; RainBird Profile; Fineturf
Genetics; BTME2002 countdown; Electric-
powered machines

June 2001; Stoke Park Club profile; Stuart
Cagle MG; Tractors; Leaf Spot Disease; Take
All Patch; Construction

mmswwﬂnp«oﬂbkes
Deevepvoﬁle SmdyMcDrvot.Cdlege
Listings

October 2001; Major Award for Walter
Woods; Royal Portrush GC; Portstewart GC;
Iigation; Soil biodiversity; Leaf collection

MM;B!GGAN&M

Cawummsuw'hom
Preview; Cutting regimes; Dyke GC
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IT...
pSISEET.ASIsey

Having just unpacked my bags after
BTME it was time to pack them again
and off to the States for the Golf Course

Superintendents  Association  of
America show in Orlando.

Early on Sunday morning (February
3rd) I'met with Neil and Trau\, as well
as Andy White from Oatlands College

- Andy was on the trip as lecturer of

Andrew Pledger, winner of the Toro
Student Greenkeeper of the Year
Award; Huw Morgan, winner of the
Toro Greenkeeper of the Year Award,
and Graham Taylor, top student at
Elmwood College. I also met the 10
lucky delegates on the Bernhards
Scholarship, but more on that later.

Some 11 hours later we had arrived
and how nice it was to see and feel some
warm sunshine and also meet up with
many other Brits who had made the
journey under their own steam.

Each year BIGGA have a reciprocal
arrangement with the GCSAA on'stand
space and I was quite surprised at the
number of American Superintendents
who we have as members. Throughout
the show there were plenty of mem-
bership renewals as well as signing up
new members, plus a great deal of inter-
est in the magazine for American
Companies wishing to advertise. What
was extremely pleasing was the interest
in our Master Greenkeeper Scheme.
The Americans rate this very highly in
pursuing their education and next year

Richard Barker enjoys a roller
coaster experience at the GCSAA
Conference and Show in Orlando

Stateside

many have said they will visit
BTME. In fact, someone tried to
book 15 people into the Majestic
Hotel there and then!
For those of you who have not
been to the States, cvunhmg is
vast and their show is no differ-
ent. The majority of products that
you view are pretty similar to what
vou will see at BTME but you can
also pick up plenty of new ideas.
I personally enjoyed meeting
and talking to Superintendents
and listening to their stories. On
talking to one he told me he had
54 staff of which five worked on
clubhouse surrounds. He also had
staff dedicated to machinery main-
tenance and irrigation. Although he
had 36 holes 14 staff worked on the
short course and 30 on the main course.
This was helped along with a budget
well in excess of $3 million. Another
Superintendent, who had a similar
amount of staff, told me he hand raked
bunkers twice a day. Now that I think
is a bit over the top. But before you get
depressed the message came over loud
and clear that these guys despite the
staff and large budgets (not in all cas-
es) are under tremendous pressure.
Now earlier [ mentioned the
Bernhards (IL]L&,‘IU()H This is the sec-
ond mp that Stephen has sponsored
and it is fair to say this is no holiday as
the guys were kept extremely busy
attending seminars, organised trips to
golf courses, the show and also social
functions. On speaking to them each
and every one had a marvellous time,
learning” plenty and making new
acquaintances. But their work is not
over as they will be making presenta-
tions back home. Please try and
support these if there is one in your
area, | can assure you of a good evenin
On behalf of all the delegates | \\()llﬁj
like to thank Bernhards for their con-
tinued support and encourage you all
to apply next year. It is open to every-
one - young, old, experienced or
inexperienced as the lottery says — It
could be you!
Throughout our stay we did have two

experiences

free days to do as we pleased and a few
of us took the opportunity to visit two
of the theme parks. lu\t]\ we visited
Islands of Adventure the new Universal
park. This is a must if you like roller
coasters and having your insides turned
upside down, ‘md secondly, Universal
Studios which was equally good. If any-
one tells you these palkx are for kids
they're right... but for BIG Kids. If you
ever have a chance — GO!

But the highlight of our week had to
be at the banquet on the Friday evening
l() see our former Chairman, Walter

Woods, being presented with the old
Tom Morris award by Tommy Witt, the
GCSAA's President.

This is the most prestigious award
that an Association can make, and in
Walter's case was presented for a life-
time of dedicated service and
enthusiasm to the industry. It was made
all the more special for Walter with his
family being present and also his fellow
Scotsman that made the trip wearing
their national uniforms — Quite a sight!

Congratulations Walter you should
be very proud — we certainly are. So
with the week nearly over we could
reflect on what was a successful week
for BIGGA and all that attended and
start to prepare ourselves for the long
trip home, while Andrew Pledger and
Huw Morgan continued their adven-
tures in the States.

Upon reaching our own shores there
were no surprises, it was still cold and
damp. My golf course is certainly very
wet as | am sure yours are, but looking
ahead Spring s not a million miles away
so we all have a few more weeks to com-
lete those winter programmes and
Lx;k forward to some better weather
and a good season.

TR\

Richard Barker



