
Articulated Rotary 
Mowers from Lastec 
Lastec will be showing he world's only 
practical articulator rotary mowers at 
BTME 2002 
The articulator technique offers a cost 
effective answer to a worldwide need 
for a fine finish to turf, cut from 25mm 
to 150mm over flat, undulating or even 
steeply banking terrain. 
Lastec's market researches led to the 
articulator's development. Also seen as 
a solution to many practical lawn 
maintenance problems, it avoids the 
need to pick up or vacuum leaves by 
mulching them away. The system works 
in long or short, wet or dry grass. 
The range includes front, rear mounted 
and self-propelled articulators with a 
width cut of from 1.80 to 3.35 metres. 
A patented belt drive allows decks to 
articulate independently, without messy 
power detracting from hydraulic deck 
drives. This permits a smaller, less 
expensive tractor. Self-propelled, zero 
turn models powered by 38hp Kubota 
diesel engines are available with 208cm 
or 244cm cutting width decks. 

For further information 
Tel: 0162P 812103 

Netlon pave the way 
with plastic paving 

Improve your irrigation water 

Powerful backpack blower from Kawasaki 
With air velocity of up to 180 mph, 

the forced air-cooled 2-stroke engine 
in the Kawasaki's powerful KRB400-
B backpack blower, ensures the job 
of dealing with the perennial prob-
lem of scattered leaves is done 
efficiently and reliably 

"This has been our most successful 
year so far with the blower. The fact 
that it has been a long autumn has 
made customers realise how much they 
need a product like the KRB400-B to 
help them," said Robert Rees, National 
Field Sales Manager, Kawasaki 
Commercial Products Division. 

The powerful engine ensures that 
the Japanese manufacturer's blower 
has high air volume at the blower out-
let, reaching up to a maximum 180 
mph. A joystick has been added to 
the blower arm enabling the fully 
adjustable throttle lock control to be 
operated at the push of a button. 

As with all of Kawasaki's power 
products, the KRB400-B has been 
designed with user comfort in mind. 
A large volume air cleaner and sound 
deadening material has been applied 
to the fan rotor to reduce noise levels. 

For further information 
Tel: 01285 654777 

A recently introduced clip-together 
plastic paving system, designed for 
installation on top of existing grass 
surfaces, has been launched by Netlon 
Turf Systems. Netpave 25 provides a 
solution for pathways and access 
routes over existing grassed surfaces 
and for the creation of overspill car 
parks on turfed areas. 

Fast and easy to lay, the 500 x 500 mm 
payers require no substructure or 
excavation prior to installation and, at 
only 25 mm deep, virtually disappear 
into the grass within a two to three 
month period to provide an 
aesthetically pleasant but very durable 
surface. The rapid-fastening system 
reduces installation time to a minimum 
and the inherent flexibility of the design 
means that Netpave 25 can be 
installed on uneven and sloping ground. 
Although designed for permanent use, 
the Netpave can also be used in 
temporary situations. 
At golf courses, Netpave 25 can be 
used on walkways between tees, as 
buggy access routes and for general 
pathways. Where overspill parking may 
be required for tournament visitors, it 
can be used to protect verges and 
other turfed areas. It joins a stable of 
Netlon turf protection products which, 
between them, provide the total 
solution to managing traffic on turf All 
products will be on show at BTME. 

For further information 
Tel: 01254 262431 

For the greenkeepers whose cours-
es are built on alkaline soil and who 
have to irrigate turf with water which 
has a measurable alkaline content, 
the yearly battle to keep outbreak of 
poa annua, broad leaved weeds and 
fungal diseased - not to mention sur-
face earthworm castings in check, is 
inevitable. 

According to Peter Roberts, 
Managing Director of the 
Hydroscape Group, who is launching 
the Sweetwater Solution Generator, 
at this year's BTME, this is not nec-
essarily the case. 

The .SSG, an add-on' to existing 
water resources - storage tanks, 
ponds, lakes or reservoirs - negates 
problems caused by alkalinity and 
related high pH levels, by the addi-
tion of soluble sulphur into water 
used for irrigation purposes, and sub-
sequently absorbed into the soil. 

The SSG achieves this by burning 
sulphur granules in the generator's 
oxidising chamber. As combustion 
takes place, sulphur dioxide gas is 
produced and mixed with water 
forming a diluted sulphurous acid. 

The process is completely safe. 
Unlike acid injection, which involves 
health and safety issues, the SSG is 
simple to operate. Once sulphur gran-
ules are fed into the hopper, the 
process takes place automatically," 
said Peter. 

Pumped back into the holding 
source - storage tank, lakes or reser-
voir, the treated water is applied to 

the turf and soil through the irriga-
tion system during normal watering 
cycles. Depending on the type of sys-
tem use, application can be made on 
a selective basis or right across the 
golf course. 

Water treated in this manner offers 
many benefits: it destroys surface 
algae on ponds, lakes and reservoirs, 
reduces alkaline content - in the water 
- and when absorbed into the soil, 
breaks down calcium carbonates, 
salts and other growth impairing ele-
ments. 

In addition to controlling pH lev-
els in water and soil, the sulphurous 
acid also prevents the build up of 
algae in irrigation pump filters, valves 
and sprinklers heads which, if you 
have ever been unlucky enough to 
experience blocked filters and the 
like, you will know that clearing them 
can be frustrating, time consuming 
and expensive exercise. 

Full season field tests, carried out 
on the golf course in the United 
States, have shown that water treated 
by an SSG not only controls soil pH 
at favorable levels, it helps to break 
down soil structured into porous aggre-
gates. 

By opening up the soil, improving 
water penetration, consumption 
through irrigation systems has been 
reduced by 15%. Furthermore, because 
treated water has improved ground 
condition to a degree where grasses use 
nutrients and micronutrients more 
effectively - and the fact that sulphur 

provides a fourth major nutrient - the 
need to apply fertilisers was reduced 
by 33%. 

Other benefits identified by the use 
of treated water produced by the SSG 
included the relief of top soil com-
paction and notable reduction in the 
need to use wetting agents. 

Available in manual or automatic ver-
sions, the SSG - Sweetwater Solution 
Generator - is easy to install and can 
be added to existing irrigation system 
water sources simply and quickly 

For further information 
Tel: 0142? 476261 

Please send your latest product release notes or press releases to; The Editor, Greenkeeper International, BIGGA HOUSE, Aldwark, Alne, York Y061 1UF 
The right is reserved to edit submissions before publication. Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Association. No responsibility is accepted for such content, advertising or product information which may appear 



Annual Conference, 
Business Learning Centre, 
Lauder College, 
Dunfermline. 

On March 5, 2002 BIGGA 
Scottish Region will be once again 
present their Annual Conference at 
the Business Learning Centre, 
Lauder College, Dunfermline. In pre-
vious years we have had an 
interesting and varied group of 
speakers, this year is no exception. 
We are delighted that they have 
offered their services to us. A good 
representation from across the indus-
try 

The speakers include Jimmy Kidd, 
Golf Courses & Estates Director, 
Gleneagles Hotel; Dr Ruth Mann, 
Department of Turfgrass Protection, 
STRI; from Elmwooa College we have 
Dr Paul Millar; the 'Director of Golf 
from Meldrum House, John Caven; 
Phil Langdon, Projects Director, 
Wardle Consulting Engineers Ltd; 
Agronomist, Richard Millar, from 
Biotal Industrial Products Ltd, and 
finally a joint presentation from 
David Withers Textron and Brian 
Goudie Scottish Grass Machinery. 

All of these speakers will present a 
talk that is both relevant ana of inter-
est to all in the greenkeeping industry. 

The Conference has always been 
well supported, with first class facil-
ities on offer and easy access from all 
parts of Scotland this is a first class 
venue and hopefully will attract 
greenkeepers, greens convenors and 
secretaries and indeed everyone asso-
ciated with the golf industry to 
attend. 

Application forms will be available 
in the early part of January 2002 and 
will be posted to all members in the 
Scottish Region. 

Peter Boyd 

East 
First of all welcome to 2002 so a 

Happy New Year to you all. I hope 
this year is an improvement on the 
last one? Here's hoping. Well the 
Section held its annual dinner dance 
at the Kilspindie House Hotel in 
Aberlady on the December 1 and a 
great night was had by all. After hav-
ing to cancel the event the year 
before at short notice it was good to 
get back to business and the atmos-
phere was superb. If you weren't 
there you missed a good night, 
because the 64 of us that were there 
did ... I think! So come on if you 
want a good night out and a week-
end away join us this year. Details 
will be out in the next few months. 
PS. The Full Monty cabaret was good 
as well, and if anybody knows who 
they were, answers on a postcard 
please. 

I attended the Patrons' Award last 
month to represent the Section along 

with Jimmy Neilson and an enjoy-
able day it was. The East Section 
winners were Ian Aitchison, Duns 
GC, and Alan Campbell, Eyemouth 
GC. Well done to them ana we look 
forward to seeing them at BTME at 
Harrogate, any of you making the 
annual pilgrimage at the end of this 
month. 

Ian and Alan on your return could 
you please put pen to paper and give 
us a brief view into your Patrons' 
Award trip to BTME 2002 which will 
be in a future copy of Greenkeeper 
International. 

Remember the Patrons' Awards 
2002, it could be you so come on 
let's see you at all Section events this 
year. 

I've had a few moans and groans 
about handicaps so this year as I said 
at the AGM last November, if you 
can get a handicap certificate from 
your club or the club you play at and 
you have got an official handicap 
your handicaps will be adjusted 
accordingly. It has to be an official 
handicap certificate not verbally or 
you will play off your present BIG-
GA handicap and this is a committee 
decision. Send them to me at 
Westwyn, West Linton Golf Club, 
West Linton, Peeblesshire, EH46 
7HN or fax, 01968 661721 asap. 
The usual nos are: Home 01968 
661313 Work/fax 01968 661721, 
Mobile 07719 580449 or you can e-
mail me on chriscjy26@aol.com. 
Come on let's hear from you. 

Chris Yeaman 

North 
Well, fellow North members, this 

is my first attempt at the magazine 
report, so please forgive any errors. 

I would like to start off by thank-
ing Iain Macleod, from Tain Golf 
Club, for all his efforts in writing for 
the North Section in the maga-
zine,and also for all his considerable 
efforts in helping the North Section 
develop in the way it has, by way 
of his committee work. I am sure all 
members appreciate the work Iain 
has done and wish him all the very 
best. I hope to see him at future out-
ings as he still owes me a fiver for 
that tremendous score at Keith. 

There are no new members to 
report this month, but no doubt this 
will pick in the coming months of 
2002. 

As Iain said in his last report I will 
name the committee members who 
were elected to represent the North 
at the last AGM. 

They are as follows: Chairman, 
Stuart McBain, 01224 733347; 
Vice Chairman <Sl Raffles, John 
Geddes, 01358 723034; Secretary, 
Dougal Duguid, 01224740329; 
Treasurer, Steve Sullivan, 07760 
191208; Education, Dave 
Marnoch; Trophies & Prizes, Hugh 
Maclatchie, 01779 470173 
Outings, Handicaps and Magazine 
report, Iain Gunn, 01997 420155 
Outings, Handicaps & 200 Club, 
Robert Hardie, 01224 783201. 

Please feel free to phone any of 
the named people at any time, if 

The Ecosol 
Aero-fil System... 

Providing state-of-the-art aeration and drainage 

The Deep Drill 60/18 and Drill 'nf Fill aerators bring dramatic 
improvements to turfgrass quality, with unrivalled performance: 

• Drill, extract and backfill all in one action! 

• Inject fresh rootzone, sand or amendments into waterlogged, 
stressed or clay laden greens* pitches, courts, outfields, etc. 

• Break through black layer, thatch, etc. into free draining soil. 

• Relieve and by-pass compaction and impermeable zones. 

• Improve infiltration percolation and gas exchange up to 18M deep. 

All this can be obtained throughout the year, even mid-seasor\ with 
NO DISRUPTION TO PLAY! 

For contract work, sales or a no obligation drat, 
call the UK & Europe's sole importers today, 

31 Castle Road Mythe Kent CT21 5HB Tel: 01303 267636 or OxfonJ 01367 870185 
vvw,ecosofve.öXtlk email: kJcosoive.freeserve.co.uk 

Merrist Wood 
C O L L E G E 

Make Training 
one of your 

New Year's Resolutions 
At Merrist Wood College we are offering: 

Part-time HNC in Turfgrass 
Science & Management 

and 

Part-time NVQ Level 2 Greenkeeping 
and Sports Turf 

Starting in January 2002 
We offer financial help where appropriate. 

For further information please contact Merrist Wood College, 
Worplesdon, Guildford, Surrey GU3 3PE. 
Telephone 01483 884040 or e-mail: info@merristwood.ac.uk 

All the information is on our web site: 
www.merristwood.ac.uk 

Please quote reference GKI/2 

mailto:chriscjy26@aol.com
mailto:info@merristwood.ac.uk
http://www.merristwood.ac.uk


there is a point that you would like 
raised at committee or you have any 
ideas to further develop the section. 

The Patrons' Award this year, 
where Robert Hardie & Kenny 
Kinnaird will be representing the 
Section, will be reported on in next 
month's report. 

Ingliston has come and gone again 
for another year, and seemed to be 
busy when I visited on the Thursday, 
it is good to see an event which has 
been going for many years now still 
thriving. Anyone travelling on the 
Thursday would have experienced 
the terrible driving conditions, 
caused by the snow, and I hope 
everyone who made the journey to 
Ingliston, got home safely 

Well Harrogate is coming up again 
this month, and I hope to be visit-
ing for the first time this year. I must 
be one of the few who have not actu-
ally been, and judging by some of 
the stories I have heard., it is an 
event not to be missed. I will give a 
report on the event in a later mag-
azine. 

As I write this report the winter 
weather is beginning to kick in, and 
the temperatures at night are drop-
ping well below zero,and if last 
winter is anything to go by, then a 
lot of patience is going to be 
required to get through the winter. 
I hope the weather is kind to every-
one this time round and the New 
Year brings a successful season to all 
our members. 

Iain Gunn 

Central Section 
Well. That's another year come and 

gone, hopefully everyone has recov-
ered from the festive period and are 
easing back into work, with a bit of 
luck 2002 will start a bit drier than 
2001 ended. We can live in hope! 

Congratulations go to the Section's 
Past Chairman, Archie Dunn, on his 
election as Scottish Chairman no 
doubt Archie will carry out the busi-
ness of the Scottish Board in the same 
professional manner in which he con-
ducted Section matters. Enjoy your 
term of office, Archie! 

The Turkey Trot, scheduled for 
December 1 last year, proved to be a 
huge success ... for the turkeys that 
is, as no one returned a form to play 
in it, so the turkeys are still trotting 
away happily Can we deduce from 
your reaction to this competition that 
no one is interested in golf in 
December? Don't say that we don't 
try! As a matter of interest where does 
the Turkey Trot competition origi-
nate from and how did it get its 
name? Answers on a postcard please! 

The December winners in "Club 
2000" were D. Sutherland and D. 
Scott, both winning £50 each. I hate 
to keep on about it (honestly!) but if 
you still have not bought your tick-
ets for the next 12 draws you will get 
personal reminder in next montn's 
magazine. 

The first golf competition of this 
year will be the Spring Tournament 
at Kingsbarns in Fife, details have yet 
to be finalised, as this is sure to be a 

very popular venue, if you intend to 
participate please return your entry 
forms ASAP! 

Your committee are in the process 
of coming up with a revised format 
for the now famous "Inter - Club 
Tournament", so if you have any 
ideas how it should be run, please get 
in touch with any committee mem-
ber (Keep them clean please!). 

Would all holders of Section tro-
phies please arrange to have them 
returned to me by the end of March 
(this year) in order that I can have 
the engraving brought up to date and 
have them valued for insurance pur-
poses. 

Things are a bit quiet on the news 
front at the moment, so if you have 
anything you think other members 
might be interested in, just drop me 
a line and I will try to include it in 
future Section news. 

John Crawford. 

West 
Well, let me start this newsletter by 

wishing you all a happy new year. 
Where did the last one go? 

Football news first. Congratulations 
are to be extended to Brian Hillan 
and his team from Drumpellier GC 
who took part in the Central 
Section's football tourney. Brian's 
team were narrowly beaten into sec-
ond place but playing away from 
home this was a very respectable fin-
ish. On November 19 a seven-a-side 
match was organised between a team 
from our Section and the grounds 

staff at Ibrox. The team comprised 
myself, A. Taylor, S. Taylor, G. Bruen, 
K. Collins, B. Hillen & L. Smith. 
Some good team work and slick pass-
ing movements resulted in the 
greenkeepers coming out on top win-
ning by nine goals to one. Our thanks 
to A. Taylor of Rigby Taylor for organ-
ising the event. Isn't it strange that 
the winning team all come from the 
East end of the town! 

On November 30 our annual din-
ner was held in Victoria's nightclub. 
The event was very well attended this 
year and everyone seemed to enjoy 
the night if my memory which was 
somewhat dulled on the evening 
serves me right. I have certainly not 
heard any rumours to the contrary, 
yet! Once again young Gary caught 
the eye of Billy Porter. He's such a 
flirt! Hopefully we can have even 
more greenkeepers attend next year. 

On a more serious note our AGM 
was held in Lenzie GC on November 
15. Once again the attendance was 
abysmal for a Section of our size. The 
committee will be looking into alter-
native types of venue to try and 
encourage more of you to attend in 
the future however we do still require 
a little effort from our members to 
make such meetings a success. On the 
night Kenny Hunter was the only 
new member to come onto commit-
tee as a trade representative and we 
the committee would like to welcome 
him on board and look forward to 
seeing him at future meetings. Our 
thanks must also be extended to the 

Come and visit 
us at BTME 

on Stand 

Building the Future of Golf 
Barrelfield Golf Limited has probably developed more golf clubs on behalf of clients and landowners than any other 
company in the last ten years. We pride ourselves on developing golf courses to time, to budget and which are the 
right product for the right marketplace. 

Barrelfield Golf Limited assembles the right team of experts for each project and manages all planning aspects, 
design, construction and growing-in. We can be appointed as project managers, contractors or consultants. 

Barrelfield Golf Limited has wide experience of the latest design, construction, drainage and irrigation methods. 
We can offer expert advice and service for new built projects, clubhouse construction, alterations and course improvements. 

Management & Maintenance 
Design & Construction 
Marketing & Membership Sales 
Finance & Feasibility 

Barrelfield Golf Limited 
302 Ewell Road, Surbiton, Surrey KT6 7AQ 
Telephone: 
Facsimile: 

020 8390 6566 
020 8390 8830 

Internet: www.barrelfieldgolf.co.uk 
Email: meIvin@barrelfield.co.uk 

http://www.barrelfieldgolf.co.uk
mailto:meIvin@barrelfield.co.uk


committee and members of Lenzie 
GC for the use of their facilities. 

The committee would also like to 
congratulate Ronnie Bunting on 
winning a trip to the Golf 
Superintendents Show in Canada. I 
am sure BIGGA will be promoted in 
the best possible light by Ronnie as 
he has a great pride in everything the 
Association has achieved and is a 
great advocate of our CPD and fur-
ther education programmes. 

The committee would also like to 
wish John Scott Snr a long and enjoy-
able retirement. John has been a great 
supporter of our section and the 
Association for many years and we 
hope he will still come along to some 
of our section events to say hello and 
lend a hand if he so feels. 

A couple of dates for your diary: 
The 22-24 January BTME 

Harrogate and March 5 Scottish 
Conference at Lauder College, 
Dunfermline. 

Well that's all folks, again if you 
would like anything added to the col-
umn please do not hesitate to call on 
01355266862. 

Brian Bolland 

Gleneagles Chapter 
Here are the names, nationalities 

and a brief intro to the Second BIG-
GA Gleneagles Chapter, sponsored 
by Textron. 

Ingmar Wolbert, Netherlands, 
worked on the tvZelle Golf Course, 
Holland for six years; Koert Donkers, 
Netherlands, worked at the Prise 

dveau Tilbury Course Holland for 
two years; Agust Jensson, Iceland, 
Nine years as greenkeeper, five of 
which were at the Reykjavik Golf 
Club; Rosalia (Rosa) Garcia, Spain, 
worked the last two summers at the 
Atalaya Golf Course and the 
Almenara Golf Course; Pablo 
Morain, Spain, six months at the 
Almenara Golf Course; Thomas B. 
Corrigan and Fearghal Carolan, both 
from Southern Ireland, and both 
industrial year students studying 
HND Sports Turf and Golf Course 
Management at Writtle College; Jesse 
Kaan, Finland, eight years green-
keeping experience, five at Pictala 
Golf Club, Helsinki. 

The Students are intending to take 
turns in keeping you up to date with 
their progress. 

You can contact Fearghal Carolan 
e-mail fearghalcarolan@notmail.com 
for any further information. 

Keith Walton 

North West 
Once again not much information 

coming in so I will waffle on as usu-
al. As you have probably noticed in 
the magazine Steve Oultram Head 
Greenkeeper at Wilmslow GC won 
the Regional final of the Environment 

competition, but unfortunately lost 
out on the grand final. Well done 
Steve, I am sure it will come your way 
soon. 

Andrew Bennett has moved from 
Wilmslow GC to Styal GC as Head 
Greenkeeper. Knowing Andy I am 
sure he will cope well with the posi-
tion, and we wish him well. The 
N/Wales Section is running two 
coaches to the BTME in January, 
and they have kindly offered to pick 
up anybody from the N/West 
Section en-route for a small fee. If 
you are interested contact Trevor 
Johnston on 0151 336 6675 or 
Mobile 07866 126723. 
Arrangements can also be made, if 
you are staying overnight to get a 
return coacn the following day 

Can I remind you once again that 
one and two day seminars can be 
arranged in the Region, and these 
are regularly advertised in the edu-
cation pages of the magazine. There 
has been suggestions from other 
Sections for Spring courses and 
these cover many subjects but if you 
feel the need for any courses please 
let me know as soon as possible. All 
education is subsidised by gold and 
silver key sponsors which helps to 
keep the costs down. Finally, con-
gratulations to David Leach on 
receiving his certificate for Master 
Greenkeeper. 

That's it for now, but any news or 
requests contact me on 0151 724 5412 
or 0776 1583387. Happy New Year. 

Bert Cross 

Northern 
The Seminar at Howley Hall GC 

was again well attended with 39 
greenkeepers making an appearance. 
Thes peakers were Jim Croxton, PGA; 
Bob Taylor, STRI; Sam McLean 
Bernhard's and Martyn Jones, 
Myerscough College. 

Many thanks to the speakers and 
the following sponsors who made it 
all possible; Amenity Technology; 
Bob Wild Machinery; Scotts UK. 
There will be another seminar once 
again at Howley Hall GC on 
Wednesday, February 27 which will 
once again be free and include food. 

Unfortunately I was unable to 
attend the Annual Dinner Dance at 
Bradford GC. although I understand 
an excellent time was had by all. 

The winter golf as just taken place 
at Headingley GC despite the hor-
rendous weather as winter hit us in 
style. Many thanks to Head 
Greenkeeper, Andy Fowler, and his 
team for getting 12 holes open for us, 
when many courses were closed. The 
format was teams of four with the 
results as follows:-

1. Paul Wood, Clayton GC; Richard 
Harris, Elland GC; Mel Guy, 
Farmura; Ed Carter, Alpha Amenity, 
49pts; 2. Ken Christie, Northclifte 
GC; Alan Baxter, Bingley St. Ives; 
Bob Turner, Halifax GC; Mike Brear, 
Rigby Taylor, 48pts; 3. Tony Gerrard, 
Halifax GC; Joe Baxter, Bingley 
St.Ives; Robin Smith, Leeds City 
Council, 47pts 

Longest Drive on the 18th Richard 

COURSE MANAGERS (GREENKEEPERS | STUDENTS |PROFESSIONALS | GOLF CLUB SECRETARIES | GOLF CLUB MANAGERS |GOLF CLUB OWNERS [ NEW 3-DAY FORMAT | OVER 200 EXHIBITORS | 8 EXHIBIT 

The BIGGA Turf Management Exhibition has been held 
in Harrogate, each year, since 1989 and is the biggest 
indoor show of its kind in Europe. More than 7,800 
visitors were present at the Show in 2001 and this 
figure is set to increase in 2002, due to extended 
exhibition space in Hall B accommodating an even 
greater number of exhibitors, and the addition of the 
Golf Club Show running alongside BTME. 

The Golf Club Show, will take place for 
¿ L the first time in 2002. Whilst BTME will 

I? continue as an exhibition with the 
whole range of products and services 
for the Golf Course on display, The Golf 
Club Show will aim to succeed as an 
exhibition wherein Secretaries, 
Managers and Club Owners will find 
that all their additional equipment, 
furnishing and service needs for their 
golf clubs can be fulfilled. 

the most comprehensive 
Golf Club exhibition in Europe 
Continue to Learn 
Continue to Learn with BIGGA at Harrogate, in January 2002, when the National Education 
Conference and Workshop Programme runs alongside the extended BTME Exhibition. The formal 
conference is presented in a new format to allow delegates maximum flexibility to gain the most 
from their visit. The BIGGA Turf Management Exhibition Seminars provide an opportunity to mix 
the Exhibition with a range of Seminars allowing all delegates the opportunity to Continue to 
Learn. New for 2002 will be the Golf Club Show Education and Training programme which is 
aimed primarily at Golf Club Owners, Golf Club Secretaries and Chairmen of Green. 
This programme incorporates the very successful Running Golf Courses in the 21st Century, run 
jointly with STRI, with a range of seminars. Both programmes are open to all delegates, although 
members of BIGGA receive preferential rates. The Key Note speaker is Roger Black and this 
Session is free to all delegates. Finally, the very successful Careers Clinic will run alongside BTME. 

mailto:fearghalcarolan@notmail.com


Harris, Elland GC. Nearest the Pin 
on 13th Dave Collins, Temple 
Newsome GC. Trade Prize (for the 
year) Mike Brear, Rigby Taylor. 

Thanks to Graham Greenwood and 
Liam Galway, from Amenity 
Technology and Greenkeeping 
Supply respectively for supplying the 
excellent prizes and ensuring every-
body had a good day. Many thanks 
also to Andy Fowler and his team for 
the course and also to all the staff at 
Headingley GC for their hospitality 
and food. 

That's all for now, if anybody as any 
news or ideas then let me know. My 
address is 67 Asquith Avenue, 
Morley, Leeds, LS27 9QS; Tel: 0113 
2383188: mobile 07790 678572, 
Email: andy@northernsection.co.uk 

Andy Smith 

N o r t h Wales 
Welcome to new members 

Jonathan Gamble, Welshpool Golf 
Club and Gary Parker, Prenton Golf 
Club. A belated congratulations to 
Ethan Moses, Maesau Golf Club, 
whose wife Krissy had a baby boy 
named, Eligh, on October 16, weigh-
ing in at 81b 4oz. 

Best wishes to Allen Lewis and 
everyone at Llanymynech Golf Club 
after the mindless vandalism that 
occurred there, it's your worst pro-
fessional nightmare, all the years of 
care and attention wiped out by an 
idiot, I believe two greens have been 
rebuilt already. What a waste of valu-
able time. 

The seminar given by Hardi at the 
college was attended by 26 delegates, 
we all learnt about LERAP and 
watched demonstrations a very good 
afternoon. Thanks go to the college 
for having us. 

Our Christmas competition and 
AGM was held at Conwy Golf Club, 
74 played and an excellent day was 
had. Our thanks go to the club for 
having us. The course was superb and 
was made for one of the most enjoy-
able rounds of golf I have had in years 
(I was still rubbish). Thanks to Dave 
and the team for the preparation and 
you said the greens were soft? 

It was good to see Bert Cross play-
ing from the North West Section as 
a guest, I think that we will see more 
of him in the future because he only 
went and holed-in-one on the 2nd 
and pushed up half the balls in the 
sweep,. Nice one Bert. 

Results 1. Andy Peel, 35pts; 2. Ian 
Buckley, 34pts; 3. Steve Roberts, 
31pts Bill Lawson Shield went to 
Mark Brute, 32pts. Aggregate Cup 
for year went to Shaun Pritchard. 

Guests:-1. Berwyn Lewis, 37pts, 2. 
Peter Jones, 34pts, 3. Mike Brute, 
30pts Trade Cup, Malcolm Mitchell, 
Osmans, 26pts. Nearest the Pin 
member, Tom Fowles, Guest - Bert 
Cross (Hole-in-one) Thanks go to the 
sponsor, ALS, Acorn Golf, John 
Osman, Sportsworld and Walkers. 

Eight people didn't turn up and six 
hadn't paid, come on lads you can 
seriously mess up the day if you don't 
let the committee know, all entry 

sheets must be accompanied with a 
cheque or postal order, no cash. No 
pay no play. It's hard enough to 
organise as it is without being let 
down, it's called etiquette. 

We are always after venues to play 
so if any of you fancy holding one of 
our Golf Days, please contact your 
committee. 

This will be my final column for the 
magazine. I am handing over the pen 
to Andy Cornes or Andy Acorn as we 
all know him, I feel this will be a far 
better arrangement as he gets to see 
most of us so can pick up informa-
tion on his travels, you will all have 
his phone number as well so it 
shouldn't be hard to give him a ring. 
Here's to 2002 when the sun shines, 
it rains at night and the golfers nev-
er moan about anything, see I told 
you I needed a rest. 

Dave Goodridge 

M i d Ang l ia 
As the new Chairman of the Mid-

Anglia Section I would like to wish 
all members a Happy New Year and 
hope that your courses are coping 
with the vagaries of the British weath-
er. January is a turning point of the 
year with the daylight getting a little 
bit longer each day and many green-

keepers looking forward to renewing 
old friendships and learning at 
BTME. 

To take your minds off the winter 
your committee has arranged a series 
of events to continue your thirst for 
knowledge. 

January 17 - Course visit to 
Queenwood Golf Club, Surrey. 

Queenwood is a David Mclay Kidd 
designed course in a superb setting, 
only recently opened and managed 
by Ian McMillan. I'm sure those 
lucky enough to visit will find it a 
very special golf course. Numbers are 
limited to 25 

Early in February date to be advised 
- Soil science study. Venue: Ashridge 
Golf Club Max. 15 delegates. Cost: 
£30 

February 19 & 20 - Computer 
training. Venue: John O'Gaunt golf 
club. Max. six delegates. Cost: £30 

February 26 & 27 - Computer 
training. Venue: Berkhamsted Golf 
Club. Max. six delegates. Cost: £30 

February March - Chainsaw course 
(Five day). Venue: Ashridge Golf 
Club. Only four places available. 
Cost: £250 (half price) 

The above events have been heav-
ily subsidised by Headquarters and I 
do hope you will give your support, 
all places can be reserved through me 
by telephone on 01442 842627 Fax 
01442 843770 or E-mail jim.cas-
sidy@ashridgegolfclub.ltd.uk 

Remember, the more you learn the 
luckier you become. 

Jim Cassidy 
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National Education Conference 
Monday 21 January and Tuesday 22 January, 
The Majestic Hotel, Harrogate 

Causes and Prevention of Turfgrass Stresses 
Dr James Beard, President and Chief Scientist, 
International Turfgrass Institute 

Global Warming and the Golf Course 
Keith Weatherhead, Cranfield University, John Bradwell, 
Turf Seed UK and Augustino Gaude, Turf Seed UK Ltd, 
Ruth Mann, Turfgrass and Plant Pathologist, STRI 

Redesign and Reconstruction of Golf Course Features 
Jim Moore, USGA Green Section; Brian Pierson, Golf Course 
Constructor; Donald Steel Group, Golf Course Designers 

BTME Seminars 
Wednesday 23 January, Spa Royal Hall, 
Harrogate International Centre 

Keynote speaker: 
Roger Black M.B.E. 
represented Great 
Britain at the 
highest level in 
the world of 
athletics, both as 
an individual 400 
metres runner and as 
a member of 4 x 400 
metres relay team. 

Golf Club Show Seminars 
Wednesday 23 January, Majestic Hotel 

Programme includes: Health and Safety, 
Working Time Regulations, Minimum Pay, 
the Rules of Golf and Financial Aspects of 
Golf Course Management. 

Preparation for Winter Play 
Ed McCabe, Course Manager, Brokenhurst Manor GC; 
Arthur King, Brokenhurst Manor Golf Club; George Shiels, 
Consulting Agronomist 

Seminar topics are as follows; 

Bunker Renovation, Biological Disease 
Control, Higher Education in Sportsturf -
MSc, 24 Staff, 18 Holes and a 6 Month 
Season, A Career in Greenkeeping, Gizmos, 
Gadgets and Inventions, Sulphur Burner 
Technology, Is It Right for You?, Preparing 
for the Ryder Cup in 2005, Designing the 
Future with Strategic Planning, Turfgrass 
Management, Training and Professionalism 
go Hand in Hand. 

Two Exhibitions 
Running the Golf Club Show alongside the well 
established BIGGA Turf Management Exhibition 
is an exciting new concept which will enable golf 
club industry personnel of all disciplines to research 
and meet their product and service needs under 
one roof at the Harrogate International Centre. As 
such, visitors will be well rewarded for attending an 
event which enjoys a unique atmosphere and 
continues to be eagerly anticipated by 
exhibitors, delegates and visitors alike. 

Workshops 
Monday 21 January and Tuesday 22 January, 
The Majestic Hotel, Harrogate 

Golf Course Design 1; Environmental Management; 
Emergency First Aid; Running Golf Courses in the 21st 
Century. All workshops run concurrently with 
Conference Sessions 

Banquet 
The weeks events are rounded off on 
Thursday 24 January by the BTME/Golf Club 
Show Banquet, which is open to delegates of 
both shows. Returning to the Majestic Hotel, 
the Banquet stars the comedy duo Brahms 
and Liszt supported by the Nightjars. 

mailto:andy@northernsection.co.uk
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East M i d l a n d 
This year's AGM and golf tourna-

ment was held at Mapperley GC, on 
November 8. The day was extremely 
cold with sleet showers, which was a 
stark contrast to our previous visit 
there in 1989 when we suffered sun-
stroke. Unfortunately some members 
failed to arrive on the day, which 
resulted in letting their playing part-
ners down, and some teams had to 
play with only two players. However 
after some great golf the eventual win-
ners were, Jamie Bedford, Birstall; 
Andy McGreal, Lingdale, and Steve 
Coyne, Mapperley, with a nett score 
of 65.2. was Kevin Kinzer, 
E.T.Breakwells; Pete Fell, Aitkens, &. 
Chris Weir, Scraptoft, Nett 68. 3. 
Steve Levers, Ramsdale Park; Richard 
Barker, & Geoff Little, Rigby Taylor. 

Moving on to the serious business 
of the day. The AGM ran very 
smoothly, lasting only 23 minutes. I 
would like to take this opportunity to 
thank our retiring Chairman, Gavin 
Robson, for all his valuable work while 
in office, and welcome our new 
Chairman, Adi Porter. The rest of the 
committee is as follows Vice-
Chairman, Ian Needham; Secretary, 
Antony Bindley; Treasurer, Richard 
Barker. Seven members were pro-
posed for the remaining places on the 
committee, and the following were 
duly elected. Gavin Robson. Derek 
Mcjannet, Jamie Bedford, David 
James, Jeff Dickinson & Andy 
McGreal. I would also like to take this 
opportunity to thank Chris Weir who 
as now retired from the committee for 
all his hard work. 

I would like to thank Mapperley GC 
for courtesy of their fine course which 
was presented in pristine condition by 
John Goddard and his staff. Also 
thanks should go to the Stewardess 
for an excellent meal. Finally I would 
like to thank are very generous spon-
sors Vitax ltd. for the great prizes 
which were awarded to the winners. 
Also could I please remind all mem-
bers, if you wish to attend any section 
event please return your entry slip 
and payment, before the closing date. 

Last but not least I would like to 
wish on behalf of the Section a very 
happy retirement to John Goddard 
of Mapperley GC and it is hoped 
that we will see him as a regular at 
Section events. 

This year's fixture list is almost 
complete, Go-kart evening, The 
Wymeswold Id Est. 20-2-02; Spring 
Tournament, The Leicestershire GC.; 
2-5-02; Autumn Tournament 

17-9-02 at Horsley Lodge; AGM 
Tournament, Sherwood Forest GC 
14-11-02. Christmas Tournament, 
10-12-02 at Greetham Valley GC 
Please try to support your Section as 
often as possible by attending these 
days. 

Antony Bindley 

M i d l a n d 
Hello again and a very Happy New 

Year to all members. It's that time of 
year once more where we can start 
the countdown to Spring, and BTME 
is just around the corner. 

As ever this year's event promises 
to be as prosperous as ever with the 
new format for the trade show in 
place, and the continued education-
al opportunities available. I look 
forward to seeing many of you there. 

Other news from the Region sees 
our President, Alan Kite, stepping 
down. As I am sure you are aware, 
Alan has served the Midland Section 
for some 35 years at Committee lev-
el, a contribution for which we are all 
extremely grateful - thank you Alan. 

A couple of dates to pen in your 
diaries are the Spring and Summer 
Tournaments to be held at Gav Hill 
on 22nd May and Bloxwich GC on 
11th July respectively. See you there. 

Phil Gates 

Kent 
Welcome to another year and yes 

I'm still writing this column. I hope 
you all had a great Christmas and a 
great New Year so far. I'm please to 
say I have actually got a response 
from my months of pleading with 
you for some feed back. One in par-
ticular grabbed my attention from 
Nick Knight down at Chestfield GC 
who sent a rather interesting picture 
of a youngish lady on their 7th tee. 
If you would like to see the picture 
I will e-mail to anyone who is feel-

ing rather desperate or lonely. Still it 
must keep the rabbit damage to a 
minimum. 

No reports of any Christmas booze 
ups yet but I hope to report on any 
interesting items you might like to 
send me next month along with the 
news from the Turkey Trot at 
Darenth Valley and the AGM. 

I did get some feed back from a 
couple of guys on why they were not 
coming to the golf days. It seems 
from their point of views anyway 
that it was the Head Greenkeeper 
stopping them from going and get-
ting no good reason for their 
exclusion, but the Head Greenkeeper 
was going anyway without his staff. 
There might be more to these stories 
than I have heard but I hope this 
year more people will be able to 
attend our meetings and golf days or 
get given a reason why they can't 
support our Section. 

I'm sorry for any delay in passing 
on any news but I do have to send 
articles in before the 5th of every 
month so this article is being writing 
on the 3rd December for the January 
issue. So please bear with me and I 
will get all the news to you as soon 
as possible. Once you start sending 
me loads of it that is. 

I did hear a very disturbing piece 
of news at the end of November that 
a certain Head Greenkeeper has been 
writing to golf clubs offering his ser-
vices as a Head Greenkeeper when 
the golf clubs concerned already have 
and are quite happy with their Head 
Greenkeepers. I think this is very 
unprofessional and down right out 
of order. So if the culprit would like 
to have his say on the matter or 
indeed make an apology to anyone 
affected by his actions then feel free 
to drop me a line and I will print it 
next month. 

So if you have any news, good or 
bad, that you would like to share with 
the rest of the county let me know 
on the usual lines of communication-
e-mail jbatkhgolf@aol.com or my 
office number on 01732 875020. 

Once again I hope and look forward 
to a great year for everyone in the 
Kent Section and hope for a better 
response to my pleas for news and 
your views. I can't rely on the reps for 
my news and gossip, now can I? 

Jason Bean 

London 
Our Annual Turkey Trot was held on 

Wednesday, November 21 at 
Hampstead Golf Club. Mercifully we 
enjoyed clement weather on the day 
and also an excellent Golf Course and 
after match hospitality Our thanks go 
to the Club for looking after us so well 
and especially Course Manager, Alan 
Lewis, for his presentation of the 
course and his help in getting the event 
off the ground. For next season if there 
are any Course Managers out there 
who are prepared to put their club for-
ward to host an event please let me 
know as soon as possible. 

The competition was won on the day 
by Mark Stidwell, from Rigby Taylor, 
with 37 points. The Christmas Turkey, 
once again generously supplied by 
Rigby Taylor, was won by the highest 
scoring greenkeeper on the day, this 
being James "the raffle" Lomas, from 
Mill Hill Golf Club, with 36 points. 
James has been a consistent performer 
all season on the London Section cir-
cuit, so he'll be the man to beat next 
year. No pressure fames! 

Our AGM followed the pleasantries 
and after many years of unstinting ser-
vice Ian Semple has decided to step 
down as Secretary of the London 
Section. I'm sure I speak for everyone 
when I say thanks for all your hard 
work over the past few years. Certainly 
our Section would never have moved 
forward without you. Stepping into 
the chasm left by Ian is Paul Clark, 
from Mill Hill Golf Club. Our thanks 
to Paul for making himself available 
for what can sometimes be a thank-
less task, though I'm sure we'll all give 
him our full support in the coming 
year. Craig Handyside was re-elected 
as Treasurer with Tony Dunstan, Ian 
Semple and myself making up the rest 
and better looking side of the com-
mittee. 

Keep an eye out for confirmation of 
venues for next season. We already 
have a provisional date of August 21 
at Porter's Park Golf Club for our 
Autumn Meeting. 

Slow off the mark as I am this report 
will probably not make it into the 
December issue, but if it does then can 
I wish all our members a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. If 
it doesn't then I hope you had a mer-
ry one and a happy one ! 

Robert Phillips 
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S u r r e y 
On November 30 Surrey Section 

held its annual Turkey Trot and 
AGM at Maiden Golf Club. Alec 
Bradshaw and his greenkeepers must 
have really workeahard this year, for 
to get their course in a condition able 
to take the amount of rain we have 
received over the past weeks and still 
be able to present Maiden in such a 
playable way they deserve all our 
heartfelt congratulations. We also 
thank Maiden Golf Club for the 
courtesy of their course and the 
catering staff for an excellent 
Christmas feast. 

The Stableford competition ended 
with the following results: 

1. Billy McMillan, sponsored by 
Nike and Mannings Heath Sporran 
Repairers, 38pts; 2. James Partridge, 
Footjoy and Sunningdale Knitting 
Circle, 37pts; 3. Ted Holland, Boots 
and Ockley Nude Ornithologists, 37 
pts; 4. Peter Craig, Stringfellows and 
Sunningdale Mormons, 36pts. 
Guest Prize. Jon Hill, Birch Grove 
Members and Artisans, Gary and 
Chris. 

Front 9 Andy Gatland, River Mole 
Angling and Line Dancing Society, 

Back 9 Darren Lee, Sunningdale 
All Male Lap Dancers and his Auntie 
Mable. 

Nearest Pin Peter Craig, See above. 
Longest Drive Dave Goddard, No 

reportable information available. 
The AGM was conducted in a con-

cise and correct manner and minutes 
will be available soon. David 
Murdoch was elected to replace John 
Mathis as Handicap Secretary. 

Rob George, from Silvermere Golf 
Club, and his wife Jill have recently 
celebrated the birth of their daugh-
ter Libby and we all wish them a 
happy and prosperous future. 

Jack Street, after 34 years at Tyrells 
Wood Golf Club, is retiring shortly 
and is to be presented with a 12' sail-
ing dingy by the club. I am also 
informed that Jack is taking driving 
lessons and this I assume will enable 
him to get the aforementioned boat 
to the water. The camper van he 
intends to buy, on passing his test, 
will be the haven he will return to 
after the sun sets over the yardarm. 

I hope you all have had a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year 

Brian Willmott 

Devon and C o r n w a l l 
A happy new year to you all, I hope 

you have had an enjoyable festive sea-
son. 

Congratulations to Mark Evans 
who has become the Captain of 
Devon County Golf Union. 

The Section's first meeting of the 
new year will be held at Perranporth 
Golf Club on Wednesday, January 
16, the day will once again be spon-
sored by Barenbrug Seeds and start 
with a Singles Stableford golf com-
petition with start times from 
8.30am. For non golfers the course 
walk will leave the clubhouse at 
approximately 10.30am. After lunch 
our educational talk will be present-
ed by Dave Brewster on golf course 
construction. 

The Devon Garden Machinery-
sponsored November meeting was 
held at Tavistock Golf Club on 
Wednesday, November 7. This meet-
ing was also the Section's AGM. 

The day started with Rob Guntrip, 
of DGM, starting our golfing mem-
bers for the Toro Trophy, which was 
played in a foursome format. After 
an excellent lunch Rob Guntrip from 
Devon Garden Machinery presented 
the prizes on behalf or Toro and 
DGM to treated our non-golfing 
members to an excellent tour of the 
course. 

1. Alan Gawman & Simon Clark, 
St Mellion, 37pts; 2. Tony Gooch, 
Torrington, & D. Hunt, 34pts; 3. 
Terry Clark & Richard Daly, 
Crediton, 33pts. 

The Section would like to express 
its gratitude to the day's sponsor, 
Devon Garden Machinery, for their 
support, and to Tavistock Golf Club 
for allowing the Section use of their 
excellent facilities and to all of 
Tavistock GC staff for making the 
Section so welcome. Special thanks 
must go Shaun Getson and his crew 
who had the course in excellent con-
dition. 

The Section's AGM followed the 
golf presentation and was opened by 
the Chairman Cary Rawlings 

The Administrator started his 
report with the balance sheet for the 
year ending September 30, 2001. 

The balance for the year end was 
£1642.44 showing a profit of 
£179.42 compared with last year. As 
with last year this does not included 
the sum of £289 outstanding to be 
paid on the fixture cards, so in real 
terms the Section made a loss of 
around £110 for the year. 

This amount is the identical 
amount paid out extra this year to 
cover the travelling costs of our 
Chairman to attend the Aldwark 
Manor meeting. The Section com-
mittee have decided only to send a 
representative if all the expenses are 
cover by Head Office in future. 

Once again the Section remains 
indebted to all the trade companies 
who have sponsored our section 
meetings over the last year. 

The Administrator went on to 
thank all the companies who have 
generously sponsored our Section 
meetings namely: Aventis, Avoncrop, 
Barenbrug, Devon Garden 
Machinery, PJ Flegg, Roffeys and 
Supaturf. 

The Administrator thanked Rigby 
Taylor for their sponsorship of the fix-
ture cards over the last two years and 
was please to announce that Rigby 
Taylor would be sponsoring the new 
summer meeting at Trethorne GC. 

The Administrator continued by 
thanking Phoenix Irrigation for kind-
ly taking over the sponsorship of the 
fixture cards for the next two years. 

The Administrator informed mem-
bers that over the last ten months the 
Region had proposed that each 
Section within the Region should join 
the patronage scheme they wished to 
set up. This would have meant that 
all the present sponsorship deals 
would have to end. After talks with 
our current sponsors your Section 
committee have decided not to join 
the Regional patronage scheme and 
continue as present. This can only 
continue with the active support the 
Section's members. 

On closing the Administrator 
thanked all the active members of the 
Section for their support over the last 
year, he also thanked the Committee 
for all their efforts over the year, espe-
cially to Shaun Getson for organising 
the educational talks and Bill 

Mitchell and the Chairman, Cary 
Rawlings, for their help during meet-
ings. 

The Chairman started his report on 
a sad note as he informed members 
present that Jack Moore who was 
formally Head Greenkeeper at 
Teignmouth GC had passed away 
The Chairman moved on to the dif-
ficult year many clubs had faced with 
Foot &l Mouth and record rain levels 
which as usual we all have just got to 
grin and bare it. Also the year saw the 
cancellation of Westurf. 

On a brighter note the Chairman 
congratulated Jeff Mills on reaching 
the English final of the Toro Award 
and for also being selected to repre-
sent the Association on the USA trip 
sponsored by Bernhard & Co. 

The Chairman thanked Richard 
Wisdom for all his time and effort 
put into representing the Section on 
the regional board for the last four 
years, Richard has decided to step 
down this year. The Chairman 
thanked Shaun Getson on the excel-
lent way he had to cancel the 
February meeting at short notice due 
to Foot & Month, also for his efforts 
in finding speakers for our meetings. 

The Chairman continued by thank-
ing all the trade for their help and 
support of the Section and he wel-
comed the new summer meeting, 
which he feels, will become a good 
annual fixture and with the proposal 
of a new match play competition he 
felt that there is something for all 
members to participate in. 

On closing the Chairman thanked 
Richard Whyman for his continued 
hard work in administrating the 
Section. 

Terry Farkins open his report 
regional report by thanking Richard 
Wisdom for his excellent contribu-
tion over the last four years as our 
representative on the regional board. 

The Region started the year with a 
change in Chairman as Robin 
Greaves stood down due to a change 
in his career. He was replaced with 
Chris Sealey from the South West 
Section. He reported on the difficult 
year the Region has had financially 
due to the cancellation of Westurf 
show because of Foot & Mouth. 
Westurf could be a thing of the past 
with the Region looking at other 
events to raise money to fund the 
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Region. During the Foot & Mouth 
Outbreak the Region put on a two day 
Health & Safety Course at Bude. This 
was to provide greenkeepers whose 
courses were closed to meet up with 
other members. The National 
Chairman, Clive Osgood, attended 
the course. 

Terry informed members that from 
February 1, 2002 the new two-tiered 
membership scheme would come into 
effect, this will not affect any current 
member but any new member will be 
put into one or two categories. Terry 
also informed members that Bill Pile 
has been nominated for life member-
ship, which will be approved at the 
AGM. 

On closing Terry outlined the main 
aims of the Association is to educate 
its members and hoped all present 
would attend the regional seminar and 
BTME. 

Election of officers: C. Rawlings, 
Chairman; S. Getson, Vice Chairman, 
R. Wisdom; J. Mills, Regional Board, 
B. Mitchell, R. Shapland, T. Farkins, 
Regional Board; R. Whyman, Section 
Administrator; J. Palfrey, President; C. 
Ralph, Trade, D. Hunt. 

Richard Whyman. 

South Coast 
As we start a new year only time will 

tell what the elements will challenge 
us with this year. Last year will be a 
year many will wish to forget as it 
severely tested our skills and patience 
as greenkeepers. To start with we had 
to endure record rainfalls followed by 
long dry spells that then lead to an 
unusually long warm autumn with its 
associated disease problems. Who'd 
be a greenekeeper? Lets hope for an 
easier year then. 

Firstly we have several results to 
catch up with. 

June saw our annual match against 
the Secretaries take place at Upaven 
Golf Club kindly sponsored by Course 
Care. The course was beautirully pre-
pared for the matches, which were 
keenly contested. After some excellent 
golf we managed to edge out the sec-
retaries beating them 3-2. Many 
thanks to Upaven GC for making us 
all so welcome; to Bob Burkin and his 
team for all their hard work in prepar-
ing the course and a huge thanks for 
Course Care for their support. Next 
year's match will be played at Romsey 

Golf Club. 
August saw our annual match 

against the South West take place at 
Andover Golf Club, sponsored by T.H. 
White and Weedfree. Again the course 
was beautifully prepared by Chris 
Sturgess and his team. There was some 
excellent golf played on the day and 
we managed to win 3-2. Our thanks 
go to Andover GC for their excellent 
hospitality; to Chris and his team for 
all their hard work in preparing the 
course and of course to T.H.White and 
Weedfree for their valued support. 
Petersfield Golf Club was the venue 
for our Autumn tournament in 
October sponsored by Gem. It was a 
glorious day and a joy to play the 
course, which had been prepared so 
well for us. Paula Humpheries was pre-
sent to start us and was treated to a 
variety of opening tee shots. The over-
all winners were: 

1. Phil Wentworth, The Army Golf 
Club, 39 points (on count back); 2. 
Alan Magee Parkstone Golf Club, 
39 points; 3. Tony Gadd, Barton-on-
Sea Golf Club, 38 points 

Once again many thanks to Phillip 
Bennett and his team for their hard 
work in preparing the course for us, to 
Petersfield for their excellent hospital-
ity and to Gem who produced an 
excellent prize table. 

December saw our Turkey Trot 
played at Barton-on-Sea, sponsored 
by New Forest Farm Machinery and 
Sheerwater. They say the sun shines 
on the righteous, and how right they 
were on this day The weather was glo-
rious and we were able to enjoy the 
spectacular views across to the nee-
dles and beyond. Bees were buzzing 
around the course and there was not 
a breath of wind. The course as ever 
was in superb condition and was a 
credit to Tony Gadd and his team. 
Under such good conditions it was no 
surprise that the standard of golf was 
excellent and the scoring reflected 
this. 

It would be remiss of me not to men-
tion the longest drive, which was won 
by Matt Smith. I recall standing on 
the tee and being told this was the 
longest drive hole only to reach for 
my binoculars to see where his ball 
had finished. At 320 yards it truly was 
a great golf shot. Let's hope he made 
birdie! Following an excellent meal we 
held our Section AGM which ran 

smoothly I will report about that next 
month. Many thanks to Barton-on-
Sea for their superb hospitality, to 
Tony Gadd and his team for their hard 
work in preparing the course and to 
our valuable sponsorship from New 
Forest Farm Machinery and 
Sheerwater. Winners on the day were 

Div 1. Phil Mason 41pts; Div 2. 
Chris Bitton 40 pts; Div 3. Paul 
Cooper 40 pts 

The South Coast Seminar, spon-
sored by Banks Amenity Products, 
will be held at Salisbury and South 
Wilts Golf Club on Wednesday, 
February 13. Our excellent line up of 
speakers is yet to be confirmed but 
will include Dave Roberts, Head 
Groundsman from Southampton 
Football Club. Adrian Archer will also 
talk about the continuing work that 
enabled Broadstone Golf Club to win 
this year's environment competition. 
Full details will be in next month's 
issue and will also be posted to you 
all. To those of you venturing to 
Harrogate I look forward to seeing 
you at what I'm sure will be a great 
week. 

Alex McCombie 

South West 
This year's AGM was held at 

Cumberwell Park GC. After a very 
good day's eolf which was played on 
an outstanding course. Many thanks 
must go to Marc Haring and his team 
for preparing the course and the club-
house staff for their hospitality and 
fantastic meal. 

There was no change in the com-
mittee apart from Dave Bougen 
standing down as Section reporter. 
Until we can persuade someone else 
to do it I will carry on doing the 
reports. 

As some of you know I am no longer 
working at Weston GC I would like 
to take this opportunity to thank 
everyone for their support over the 
past four and a half years I have been 
in this Section. I will still continue as 
Secretary for the foreseeable future 
and loolc forward to seeing most of 
you at our events. The next one by 
the way is at Cotswald Hills GC on 
December 12 so I will see you there. 
If I don't see you there have a good 
Christmas and I will be in touch in the 
New Year 

Kevin James 

YouVe 
got 

m@il! 
If you've got an email 
account, and want to keep 
up to date with the latest 
news and events from the 
turfcare industry, drop us 
an email, and we'll add you 
to our ever increasing list 
of online subscribers. 
We'll then inform you of 
any forth-coming features 
and events via email. 

Simply send an email to: 

updates@bigga.co.uk 

quoting your name and 
Membership number, 
and we'll do the rest! 

JOHN GREASLEY LIMITED 
1154 MELTON ROAD • "ASHFIELD HOUSE" • SYSTON • LEICESTER • LE7 2HB 

f COURSE . 
ki •
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Telephone: 0116 269 6766 / " ° \ 
Mobile: 0836 553899 lBAGCCf 
Fax: 0116 269 6866 ° w 

mailto:updates@bigga.co.uk


Aerat ion 
HYDROJECT AERATION 
A N D CHEMICAL 
INJECTION SERVICE 
(WITH NO SURFACE DISTURBANCE) 

KEITH DRIVER 
(SPORTSTURF CONTRACTOR) 
Tel: 01273 564015 Mobile: 07958 532008 

8 Morecambe Rd, Brighton, Sussex BN1 8TL 

Agronomy 

B Jamieson 
Golf Advisors Ltd 

Bruce Jamieson Golf Advisors Ltd, is an 
established company offering expert advice on; 

# Golf Course maintenance 
# Tournament preparation & presentation 
# Machinery selection 
# Budgeting 
# Staff recruitment 
# Soil & turf analysis 
# Establishment of new golf courses 

Contact: Bruce Jamieson 
Browntop, 17 Haywarden Place, Hartley Wintney, Hants, 
RG27 8UA Telephone: 01252 844847 www.bjgolf.co.uk 

Amenity Spraying 

If your Weeds look bad, and it don't took good, 
vOho uou qottna ca((... 

W E E D B I J S T E R S U K L T D 
SPECIALIST WEED CONTROL CONTRACTORS 

TEL/FAX: 0 1 7 5 2 3 3 6 0 6 0 
MOBILE: 0 7 9 7 0 8 9 4 6 1 6 

WWW.WIÜEDIHJSTERS.CO.IJK 

Artif icial Grass 
«i fytbir 

VÍ VERDE SPORTS 
LIMITED 

& Tel: 01254 831666 Fax: 01254 831066 , 

# V E R D E T E E F R A M E 
Steel platform, woven grass top 

# V E R D E W I N T E R T E E 
Generous size, self-install kit 

# V E R D E DRIVING MATS 
Top Quality - Long Life - Best Prices 

# ARTIFICIAL GRASSES 
Comprehensive range for pathways, 
winter tees and putting 

# DRIVING BAYS & NETS 
For club and home use 

Gabbotts Farm Barn, Bury Lane, 
Wrthnell, Chorley, Lancashire PR6 8SW 

www.verdesports.com email: niki@verdesports.com 
Please call for samples & information 

sports.com j 

îation J 
-»»«••«r1 

alien 
Powerful solutions for your g r o w i n g needs 

www.allenpower.com 

Bio-lechnology 
Our io,h year supplying biotech solutions 

» ^ ^ 
T h i n k i n g a b o u t a 

b i o l o g i c a l p r o g r a m m e ? 

First ask a biologist 
Thatch Reduction 

Disease Prevention 
fine Grass Growth 

Tel: 01372 456101 
www.symbio.co.uk 

Bunker Rakes 

• i i H i ' i ^ n - i n * 
from ALLEN P O W E R E Q U I P M E N T LTD 

14" Lightweight Rake Packed in ws 
Complete with wooden shaft & black polyprop head 

14" Deluxe Rake Packed in m 

With white flexi-shaft, white polyprop head & grip 
21" Deluxe Rake PackedinlOs 

With white flexi-shaft, white polyprop head & grip 
All prices + VAT Carriage at extra cost, FREE for orders of £250 plus 

ALLEN POWER EQIPMENT LTD, The Broadway, Didcot, Oxon 0X11 8ES 

Tel: 0 1 2 3 5 5 1 5 4 0 0 Fax: 0 1 2 3 5 5 1 5 4 0 1 
Email: sales@allenpower.com 

M E M B E R S B U N K E R R A K E S 
F R O M O N L Y £2.54 E A C H 

Strong construction complete with 
replaceable threaded handle 

12 for £2.99 each 
50 for £2.69 each 

100 for £2.54 each 
Prices are for complete rakes, delivered free. 
Rake support pegs - 70p each. 

Made in the UK by MW Dyason Ltd, 
6 /10 Hi tchmead Road, 

Biggleswade, SG18 ONH 

Tel: 01767 317011 Fax: 01767 317186 

BUNKER RAKES 
M E M B E R S S T R O N G T R A D I T I O N A L S H A P E 

1 to 24 - £2.95 EACH 25 to 49 - £2.75 EACH 

50 to 100 - £2.50 EACH (15" WIDE COMPLETE) 

Flags 95p Hole cups £2.90 Flag pins from 98p etc. 
Greenkeepers/Distributors - FREE SAMPLE 

FAIRWAY P R O D U C T S 
Unit 8, Peel Industrial Estate, Bury, Lanes. BL9 OLU 

Tel/Fax: 0 1 6 1 7 6 3 7 0 6 0 

Construction 

CONTOUR 
G O L F • L I M I T E D 

C o n s t r u c t i o n o f n e w g o l f d e v e l o p m e n t s 

a n d u p g r a d i n g o f e x i s t i n g c o u r s e s 

U K OFF ICE : DAVENTRY, N O R T H A N T S 

T e l : 0 1 3 2 7 8 7 9 4 6 4 
IR ISH OFFICE 

T e l i 0 6 4 3 9 9 6 5 

Email: enquiries@contour-golf .com 

2000 Limited 

• Construction • Remodel l ing 
• Reservoir Works 

Tel: 01604 468908 
Fax: 01604 474853 

w w w . d e l t a g o l f 2 0 0 0 . c o . u k 
180 Ruskin Road, Kingsthorpe, 

Northampton NN2 7TA 

J & E ELY 
GOLF COURSE 

CONSTRUCTION 
R e a d i n g , B e r k s 

T e l / F a x : 0 1 1 8 9 7 2 2 2 5 7 

E-mail: ely@btinternet.com 

Vcow^ V 
www.elygolfconstruction.com 

¡ B A m r i 
40th Anniversary 

1961 - 2001 

S p e c i a l i s t s 
i n G o l f 
C o u r s e 

C o n s t r u c t i o n 

J O H N G R E A S L E Y L I M I T E D 
"Ashfield House" »1154 Melton Road 

Syston • Leicester • LE7 2HB 

Tel: 0116 269 6766 
Mobile: 0836 553899 
Fax: 0116 269 6866 

Drainage 

p-flON&DtWty 
' CONTRACTORS 0 

S p o r t s t u r f T r e n c h i n g M a c h i n e s 

G r a v e l B a n d i n g 

F u l l D r a i n a g e S y s t e m D e s i g n 

01986 798888 
www.cottonanddownes.co.uk 
Duncan Ross _ 

S P O R T S T U R F D R A I N A G E S P E C I A L I S T S 
* Latest Sportsturf trenching machinery 

* Verti Draining * Sand Slitting * Overseeding 
* Gravel Banding * Top dressing 

Design, installation and maintainence service 
Tel: 01257 255321 Fax: 01257 255327 

Appley Bridge, Wigan, Lanes 

Md 
Spec ia l i s ts i n l a n d d r a i n a g e , 
g o l f cou rse c o n s t r u c t i o n a n d 

m a i n t e n a n c e 

M J ABBOTT LIMITED 
Bratch Lane, Dinton, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP3 5EB 
Tel: 01722 716361 • Fax: 01722 716828 

Keep your greens 
iQPEN ALL 

YEAR! 
• R e v o l u t i o n a r y n e w 

r e c o n s t r u v t i o n o f g r e e n s 

• Fract ion o f t h e c o s t o f t rad i t ional dra inage 

R e c e n t c o n t r a c t s inc lude: Market D r a y t o n , T r e n t h a m , 

C h a s e a n d Sandf ie ld G o l f & D r i v i n g R a n g e 

DESIGN - INSTALLATION - SERVICE 

N O R T H S T A F F S I R R I G A T I O N LTD 
Consulting Watering/Drainage Specialists 

E-mail: NorthStaffs.lrrig@btinternet.coi 

0 1 7 8 5 8 1 2 7 0 6 1 

L T D ! 
lists 1 
ît.com 

0 6 1 

J j Drainage. 

Nm Sand Slitting. 
Vertidraining. 

Established 45 years 

O N G A R , E S S E X 

01277 890274 

Buyers 
Guide 

a a i n o 

T h e m o s t c o s t e f f e c t i v e w a y 
o f r e a c h i n g r e a d e r s o f 
G r e e n k e e p e r I n t e r n a t i o n a l . 

J u s t c a l l J e n n i f e r W h i c h e l l o , 
C h e r y l B r o o m h e a d o n 0 1 3 4 7 
8 3 3 8 0 0 a n d a s k a b o u t a n 
a l p h a b e t i c a l c a t e g o r y l i s t i n g ; 
t h e c o s t s t a r t s f r o m a s l i t t l e 
a s £ 2 9 . 5 0 p e r m o n t h . 

WIN! 
THIS EXCLUSIVE JACKET 
D o n ' t m i s s y o u r c h a n c e t o w i n 

t h i s f a n t a s t i c j a c k e t w o r t h £ 6 o 

i n o u r e x c i t i n g n e w B u y e r s ' 

G u i d e c o m p e t i t i o n i n 

a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h A l l e n P o w e r -

'THE TURFTIME TEASER9 

Entry could not be simpler ! Listed 
below are a series of clues relating to 
ONE company featured in the ever 
popular Buyers' Guide. Take care to 
look through all the products and 
services shown and write down the 
name of the company which you think 
the following clues refer to. 

1. l a m b a s e d in W e s t 
S t o c k w i t h , D o n c a s t e r 

2 . I have t h r e e T ' s in m y n a m e 

3 . I have t h r e e *7's in m y 
t e l e p h o n e n u m b e r 

Write down your answer on a 
postcard and send your entries to: 

Turftime Teaser, Greenkeeper 
International, BIGGA HOUSE, 
Aldwark, Alne, York Y061 1UF 

Entries to reach us no later than 
Monday 28th January 2002. The first 
correct entry drawn will receive an 
exclusive 

This competition is not open to 
BIGGA Staff or non-members. 

Last month, Mr EA Riddell, from 
Royal Dornoch GC, certainly knew 
his numbers when he correctly 
identified all three telephone numbers 
in our previous Buyers' Guide 
competition. Our congratulations and 
a a fantastic BIGGA sportswatch are 
on their way to you! 

http://www.bjgolf.co.uk
http://www.verdesports.com
mailto:niki@verdesports.com
http://www.allenpower.com
http://www.symbio.co.uk
mailto:sales@allenpower.com
mailto:enquiries@contour-golf.com
http://www.deltagolf2000.co.uk
mailto:ely@btinternet.com
http://www.elygolfconstruction.com
http://www.cottonanddownes.co.uk
mailto:NorthStaffs.lrrig@btinternet.coi


Turfdry 
G o l f C o u r s e D r a i n a g e 

S p e c i a l i s t 

For fast and friendly UK 
service call: 

M e l v y n Tay lor 

on 01283 551417 
or 07836 259133 

W h i t e H o r s e C o n t r a c t o r s 
L i m i t e d 

SPECIALIST SPORTS TURF CONTRACTORS 

. DRAINAGE 
. CONSTRUCTION 

• RENOVATION 
. LAKES & RESERVOIRS 

. DESIGN & BUILD 
. CONSULTANCY 

Tel: 01865 736 272 
Fax: 01865 326 176 

www.whitehorsecontractors.co.uk 

Lodge Hill, Abingdon, Oxon 0X14 2JD 

S P E E D C U T C O N T R A C T O R S 

S P O R T S T U R F 

Construct ion Dra inage 

Sandsli t t ing Renovat ion 

K E V I N S M I T H 
O x f o r d 0 1 8 6 5 3 3 1 4 7 9 

F i n a n c e & L e a s i n g 

GOLF 
FINANCE LTD 
D E D I C A T E D F I N A N C E 

F O R T H E 

GOLF COURSE & 
GROUNDSCARE 

INDUSTRY 
t e l : 0 1 6 2 0 8 9 0 2 0 0 

p a x : 0 1 6 2 0 8 9 5 8 9 5 

s a l e s @ g o l f f i n a n c e . c o . u k 

G o l f C o u r s e S u p p l i e s 

M . C . & M . A . 
S T E W A R T 

W * - ( H A U L A G E ) L T D 

A family business established 1969 
BS EN ISO 9002:1992 Registered Company 

GRAVEL, SAND, SOIL , 
R O O T ZONE, T O P D R E S S I N G , 

W O O D BARK, T R A C K MATERIAL 

C o n t a c t R a c h e l S t e w a r t 

Tel: 0 1 2 5 7 7 9 2 5 3 6 / 7 9 2 6 9 2 

Mobile: 0 7 9 7 3 4 2 6 8 9 0 

Woodlands, 31 Preston Road, Coppull, Chorley, Lancashire PR7 5HS 

alien 
Powerful solutions for your growing needs 

www.allenpower.com 
m m Ê Ê m m Ê m m m m m m m m m m m m m m m ^ 

G o l f M a t s 

I r r i g a t i o n 

f l u t o i l o u i S y s t e m s L t d 

CALL N O W FOR ALL Y O U R 
WATER REQUIREMENTS O N 

SPORTS G R O U N D S , G O L F COURSES, 
B O W L I N G GREENS, COMMERCIAL 

L A N D S C A P I N G , PRIVATE G A R D E N S 

TEL: 0 1 6 0 3 7 5 9 7 0 1 FAX: 0 1 6 0 3 7 5 8 2 0 0 

AUTO HOUSE, ASHTREE WORKS, MILL ROAD, 
BARNHAM BROOM, NORFOLK NR9 4DE 

YOUR COMPLETE INDEPENDANT IRRIGATION SPECIALIST 

B r i t i s h T u r f & L a n d s c a p e 
I r r i g a t i o n A s s o c i a t i o n 

"Quality by Association" « Our aim is to ensure 
you have the best 
possible irrigation 
system so we constantly 
monitor, maintain and 
raise the standards 
of our members. 

For a full list of members 
contact David .Halford 

Tel/Fax: 07041 363130 
Website: www.btlia.org.uk 

Cameron 
IRRIGATION 

Suppliers of Irrigation Equipment to Golf Courses 
Bowling Greens, Landscapes, Horticulture. 

Manufacturers of Irrigation Equipment 
Existing systems renovated and upgraded 

DESIGN • INSTALLATION • SERVICE 

Telephone: + 4 4 (0) 1 4 2 5 4 7 4 6 1 4 
Fax: + 4 4 (0) 1 4 2 5 4 7 1 2 9 6 
http:// www.misc.irrig.co.uk J » ö 
e m a i l : enquiries@misc.irrig.co.uk % 

Evenproducts 
w Water for Life 

IRRIGATION 
b y H U N T E R 

from 

E V E N P R O D U C T S LTD 

Tel: 01386 41212 Fax: 01386 423769 
for Information and Advice 

IRRIGATION SYSTEMS 
Designed, Supplied and installed 

throughout the UK and Europe 

"THE PROFFESIONALS CHOICE" 

T e l : 0 1 6 0 6 5 5 8 9 2 7 

F a x : 0 1 6 0 6 8 6 2 8 8 2 

E-mail: mail@irrigationcontrol.co.uk 
Website: www.irrigationcontroLco.uk 

BTLIA Year 2000 Certificate of merit award 

Irrigation Technical Services 

Design • Supply • Installation • Service 
Pumps and tanks supplied 
Moleplough & trencher hire ( • • H I 
All leading manufacturers equipment serviced AREADEALER 

Tel: 01202 87.42.16 Mobile: 07831 24^2.05 

M J A B B O T T L I M I T E D 
Design, supply and installation of 

RA/N^Bîrd 
Irrigation Sys tems 

T e l : 0 1 7 2 2 7 1 6 3 6 1 

Irrigation 
KI Systems 

w 

For 
Golf Courses 

Sports 
Grounds 
Bowling 
Greens 

etc • Cost effective solutions 
to your irrigation problems 

• Indépendant professional advice -
DESIGN - INSTALLATION - SERVICE 

NORTH STAFFS IRRIGATION LTU 
Consulting Watering/Drainage Specialists 

E-mail: NorthStaffs.lrrig@btmternet.com 

0 1 7 8 5 8 1 2 7 0 6 

s e s 
I D E S I G N 

1 X O M A N U F A C T U R E 

B S U P P L Y 

I N S T A L L A T I O N 

m ^ r — Irrigation Systems 
for 

^ Golf Courses 
Sportsgrounds 
Recreational & 
Landscape Areas 

Head Off ice 01460 241939 
Scottish Office 0131 2202102 

http: / /www.Ocmis.com 

IRRIGATION PRODUCTS 

Independent Professional Irrigation 
Golf Courses,Bowling Greens.Sports,Racecourses,Gardens +++ 

Design. Supply. 
Installation. 
Service. 
Established 45 years 

ONGAR, ESSEX 
0 1 2 7 7 8 9 0 2 7 4 

\ 9 J * f : > A l 

Design/Advice 

New Installations 

Contracting 1 

Supply & Sales 

Servicing 

Service Contracts 

/ £ System Upgrades 
v 

"Wt T o^ PC Systems 
Telephone 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 01765 602175 
flHHHQ 01765 690598 

Fax 01765 603488 
Email:admin@par4.co.uk 

Area Dealer www.par4.co.uk I 

T&G _ 
I R R I G A T I O N 

Golf Course and Sports Turf 

Irrigation since 1984 
oakdale.uk.com 

info@oakdale.uk.com 
Phone: 0 1 4 2 7 8 7 4 2 0 0 

Fax: 0 1 4 2 7 8 7 5 3 3 3 
Design, installation and maintenance 

G O L F I R R I G A T I O N C O N S U L T A N T S 

Speak to Europe's most experienced, 
independent consultants for objective, 

unbiased advice, before deciding 

- Y O R K & M A R T I N 
PO BOX 1192 FORDINCBRIDGE 

HANTS, SP6 1YP, U.K. 
Tel. 01425 652087 Fax. 01425 652476 

L a k e C o n s t r u c t i o n / L i n e r s 

Liners for lakes, ponds and 
storage lagoons from the 
UK's leading contractor 

Comprehensive advice 
regarding design and 
construction of water areas 

Tel: 01206 262676 Fax: 01206 262998 

E-mail: sales@geosynthetic.co.uk 

www.geosynthetic.co.uk 

WATERPROOFING 

SERVICES 
POND & LAKE 
L I N I N G S P E C I A L I S T S 

CONTACT US ON 

T E L / F A X : 0 1 2 4 9 6 5 5 5 3 9 

M O B I L E : 0 7 7 6 8 8 3 6 3 1 6 
EMAIL: info@waterproofinsservices.com 

http://www.whitehorsecontractors.co.uk
mailto:sales@golffinance.co.uk
http://www.allenpower.com
http://www.btlia.org.uk
http://www.misc.irrig.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@misc.irrig.co.uk
mailto:mail@irrigationcontrol.co.uk
http://www.irrigationcontroLco.uk
mailto:NorthStaffs.lrrig@btmternet.com
http://www.Ocmis.com
mailto:admin@par4.co.uk
http://www.par4.co.uk
mailto:info@oakdale.uk.com
mailto:sales@geosynthetic.co.uk
http://www.geosynthetic.co.uk
mailto:info@waterproofinsservices.com

