the Greenkeeper and Guest Day
meeting at Boughton Golf Club on
the 13th of September and I'm sure
Gary Debenham will have the place
looking good for our visit.

Jason Bean.

Surrey

Our summer tournament was held
on July 27 in warm and sunny weath-
er at Farnham Golf Club. Many
thanks to Peter McMorran and his
team for presenting the course in such
fine condition and to Farnham Golf
Club for allowing us courtesy.

Top of the points were;

Greg Richards, Hankley Common, 42pts
Douglas Stewart Fernie, Royal Epsom,
with an amazing 41 pts and

two ricochets; Mike Gould, Copthorne, 40
pts a very welcome visltor from Sussex
Section. Nearest the pin; Anthony Rudolf
Bremer, Dorking. Longest Drive; Dave
Guy.

Finally the Booby Prlze for most golf
K/lluyed we congratulate Dan Wheeler.

any thanks to Sheerwater for spon-
soring the day and supplying such good
quality prizes.

Anthony Freeman our Surrey Section
Chairman has arranged a visit to the
All  England Tennis Club at
Wimbledon. This promises to be a most
interesting excursion that will take place
on October 17 from 2pm until about
4.30pm. Please contact Anthony before
October 10 as all visitors must be reg-
istered prior to the day Now other
items of news from your roving reporter
from around Surrey. Garry and Nicola
Bishop at Tandridge Golf Club have cel-
ebrated the birth of a son, Ethan James,
8 Ibs 13 ozs on July 11 and from
Hindhead Golf Club Steve and Kerry
Holmes happily announce that thelr
daughter Jessica Michelle 8 Ibs was
born on Sunday; July 29. Local moves
from club to club include Gordon Bell

one from Woodcote Park to take up
ﬁis new position at Copthorne Hotel
Effingham  Park as  Estate
Manager/Head Greenkeeper and the
new %)eputv Head Greenkeeper at
Bramley Golf Club is Barry Smlth from
Shillinglee.

By the time this is in print we will
have played the McMillan Tankard at
Sunningdale. Results in October’s edi-
tion. The autumn Tournament is at
Croham Hurst on October 4 and the
Turkey Trot and AGM take place at
Malden on November 30.

Please remember to contact Anthony
Freeman about the All England Tennis
Club visit at Wimbledon and we thank
Eddie Seaward in advance for an oppor-
tunity to see the inner workings of one
of England’s greatest sporting attrac-
tions.

Brian Willmott.

South West

This year's summer tournament was
held at the Dendelshire Golf Club. It
was a very hot and sunny day with
about 30 people and myseif sitting on
the patio sipping my Pimms. A very bi§
thank you must go to Craig Fudge an
his team who had the course in a tru-
ly excelent condition, with the greens
like velvet and magnificent to putt on
Craig also put the boys off the white
tee’s just to make it more interesting,

also the catering staff for an excellent
meal.

A big thank you to Roger Davey and
Ocmis Irrigation for sponsoring the day
and supplying the trophy and prizes.
In first place with a score of 40 points
and winner of not only the Ocmis tro-
phy but also the Assistants’ Trophy was

ohn Bachelor, second was Craig Fudge

with 39 points and third was Jon Jarvis
with 35 points. The nearest the pin was
won by Ceri Richards but seeming he
was a rep, we decided to award it to
Don Southey, and the longest drive
went to Gary Cook. We raised £52 in
the rafffe and many thanks go to those
who supplied the prizes. Again many
thanks go to Craig and all the staff at
the Kendelshire Golf Club.

The next dates to look out for the
Sept 12 match versus South Wales at
St Peirre. Anyone wishing to play in
this match should contact K James who
will pass your name onto the team
Captain. The other date to look out for
is 16th Oct the autumn tournament
and AGM which will be held at
Cumberwell Park Golf Club anyone
wishing to play can contact K. James
on 01934 627 143/07788 427 677 if
you do not recieve any notification
through the post.

K. James

East Anglia

Firstly may I congratulate Paul Smith
and his team at Royal Lytham & St.
Annes for putting on a great venue for
the 130th Open Championship. The
course looked in splenc[i)d shape and
certainly caused some problems for the
professionals, and well done to the BIG-
GA team for their sterling performance
of bunker raking during the
Championship. Matthew Gill, from
Stowmarket Golf Club, represented
Otley College as their candidate in the
Toro Student Greenkeeper of the year
and got through to the interview stage,
Well done Matthew.

Many Head Greenkeepers/Course
Managers take pride in looking after
their golf courses from year to yearwith-
out any recognition, these are the
backbone of the Association and I think
that it is time to bring their names for-
ward to the Section and others so they
may feel that their hard work over the
years gets the appreciation that it
deserves.

This month there are three individu-
als that have accrued over 100 years of
working experience between them,
they are George Newson, Head
Greenkeeper at Felixstowe Ferry Golf
Club, with 39 years at the club; Roger
Plummer, Head Greenkeeper at Royal
Cromer Golf Club, with 36 years at the
club and Roger Eade, Head
Greenkeeper at Stowmarket Golf Club,
with 35 years at the club. I hope you
have enjoyed looking after your cours-
es as much as your members and
visitors have enjoyed playing on them,
I know that it is one of the most diffi-
cult jobs to do because there is always
someone there to criticise. My con-
gratulations go out to you, you are an
example to us all.

My little granddaughter is now ten
weeks old and Christine and 1 were
asked to baby-sit over the weekend on
a Saturday night with my daughter
picking Sky up on Sunday lunchtime.

After several bottles, Sky decides that
she preferred to sleep being held, and
would kick up a fuss if sl%c was put
down. Well granddad ended up carry-
ing her around for the first five hours
until 3:30am in the morning before
Christine took her turn and I managed
to get three hours sleep until Sky decid-
ed to wake the whole household. Then
she decided it was time for another feed
(Oh Joy). I thought that I had finished
with all that 17 years ago. One thin

she has her grandmother’s temper an§
takes after me with a good set of lungs.

I did manage to watch Castaway and
The Secret of My Success on video
while walking around the room with
her in my arms.

On our ramblings through East
Anglia this year, we found ourselves at
Eaton Golf Club near Norwich on
August 1. The weather was perfect,
warm and sunny with a slight breeze.
Mick Lathorpe and his team had
worked hard to produce an excellent
course, Mick was advised to take a fort-
nights holiday as the course looked
better than it did on Captain’s Day and
that there would be pleanty of flack
from the members, (Ha Ha)

All the staff at the golf club made us
most welcome and coupled with an
excellent meal it rounded the day off
perfectly. Jim Cook the club captain
welcomed us to the Eaton Experience
and everyone agreed it was well worth-
while.

Our main sponsor of the day was Toro
(Lely UK) and Larry Pearman and lan
Willett worked tirelessly throughout
the day to ensure nearly everything run
as smooth as possible and Roger
Plummer and R()Lcn Whiting sat and
patiently worked out the score cards
and calculated the results. Resuts as fol-
lows:

0-10 Handicap Section

1. Robert Whiting, 34 pts

2. Peter Howard, 33 pts

3. Mark Keysell, 28 pts.

11-17 Handicap Section

1. Lawrence Wright, 38 pts

2. Paul Gould, 37 pts

3. Steve Millard, 33 pts.

18-28 Handicap Section

1, Steve Crabb, 40 pts (Overall Winner),
2. Robin Baker, 38 pts

3. lan Richie, 38 pts
Longest Drive - Mark Day
Nearest the Pin - Mark Turner
Captain & Club Official Shield

1. Glen Rayfield & Chris Pearsons 66 pts 2.
lan Willett & Robin Baker - 65 pts

For the first time in ten years one of

-our band got a hole-in-one. Keith

Titshall holed out on the 9th hole - 194
yards with a 3 iron, one bounce and in.
(Well done Keith.) The toilet seat was
won by Pat Swinn from Rushmere Golf
Club, only Pat could wear large light
blue check shorts with matching shirt
in attempt to put off every other golfer
on the course.

The section sends its thanks to Jim,
the Captain and all at Eaton Golf Club
for a great day out.

I would like to thank all the other
ix)nsom for their contributions to the

ay. Aventis, Rushbrooks, Prime, Turf
Care, SISIS, Tacit, Atterton & Ellis,
John Deere, Ben Burgess, Tomlinson
Groundcare, K.B. Leach, Stalham
Engineering.

I have confirmed all bookings for
2002 and Colin is working hard on the

venues for 2003. Our next meeting will
be held at Purdis Heath on October
10th, see you there.

Tan Willett

Northern

Ireland

I would like to first of all pass on my
congratulations to Alan Strachan and
his greenkeeping team at Royal Co
Down Golf Club, for another success-
ful British Seniors Open. After the
installation of a completely new irriga-
tion system at Royal Co Down last
winter, it is nice to see all their hard
work come to fruition with the excel-
lent presentation of the course. This
vear's British Seniors Open was anoth-
er resounding success boosted by the

resence of Nicklaus, Palmer and

layer.

The latest Section golf competition
was held at Royal Belfast on July 6. This
is a quite magnificent parkland golf
course between Holywood and Bangor
overlooking Belfast Lough. The after-
noon c0m|pctilion was played in bright
sunshine, light wind, with temperatures
into the seventies. Head greenkeeper
Jim Eager and his staff hm?tthe course
in outstanding condition. Many thanks
to Royal Belfast Golf Club for allowing
us the courtesy of the course. The com-
petition was écncmuslv supported by
our sponsor Graham Prosser of Tacit.
The top four prizes went to

1. Andrew Wray, Castlerock Golf Club, 37 pts.
2. Gary Murphy, Silverwood Golf Club, 37 pts.
3. Noel Crawford, Royal County Down GC, 34 pts.
4, James Eager, Royal Belfast Golf Club, 34 pts.

Vistors prize went to Peter Smith,
Royal County Down Golf Club, 34 pts.
I would also like to thank all the mem-
bers who attended, many travelling a
considerable distance from City of
Derry, Castlerock, and Portstewart.

Our Section qualifying competition
for the National Championship will
have been played at Royal Portrush on
August 28 on the Valley course. The
result will be in next month’s maga-
zine.

Past chairman Graham Whylie has
just returned from The Open
Championship at Royal Lytham and
St Annes. GruLum was part of the BIG-
GA support team at this year's
Championship, and was feature on
BBC television during the Saturday
afternoon session talking to the Duke
of York. He has informed me that the
trip was a brilliant experience and
would like to thank everyone at BIG-
GA for giving him the opportunity to
be part of this year’s Support team.

Well that's all my new f}or this month
but I would like to welcome new mem-
bers Rodney McKay, Galgorm Golf
Club; Jim Eager Head Greenkeeper,
Royal Belfast Golf Club, and Harry
Greighton, Deputy Head Royal Belfasf
Golt Club, to the Section this month.

I will feature the charity golf day at
Clandeboye  Golf  Club  and
Championship qualifier on the Valley
course in next month’s notes.

Ken Henderson
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LAKE LINERS

Hanbury Manor Golf Club: Reservoir Liner

B B4

-4

Donnington Grove Golf Club: Pond Liner

Frilford Golf Club: Irrigation Reservoir Liner | Aroeira Golf Club, Portugal: Lake Liner

¢ We provide high performance  undertaken nationally, are e Our lining systems are used in
polyethylene liners to fully covered by warranties the refurbishment of existing
waterproof your proposed water features which leak

reservoir, lake, pond or similar e If required, we can supply

fabricated liner panels for your e We advise on all preparatory
e For your assurance, our site own installation and finishing earthworks
required

installation works, which are

GEOSYNTHETIC TECHNOLOGY LIMITED

5
< &6%% Nags Corner, Wiston Road, Nayland, Colchester, Essex CO6 4LT
’ ot Tel: 01206 262676 Fax: 01206 262998

Email: sales@geosynthetic.co.uk Website: www.geosynthetic.co.uk
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Bunker Rakes

HYDROJECT AERATION

AND CHEMICAL

INJECTION SERVICE m
(WITH NO SURFACE DISTURBANCE)

KEITH DRIVER

(SPORTSTURF CONTRACTOR)
Tel: 01273 564015 Mobile: 07958 532008

8 Morecambe Rd, Brighton, Sussex BN1 8TL

TULTI-CORE

Genuine Parts & Tines

MULTIGORE TM 1000/TM 1500
MULTICORE GREENKEEPER

Contact
The Double A Trading Co
Tel: [01334) 657 602

Contact
Woodlands Brigstock Ltd
Tel: (01538 373 238

" Lightweight Rake :
Complete with wooden shaft & black polyprop head

" Deluxe Rake

With white flexi-shaft, white polyprop heaﬂ E: grip

" Deluxe Rake
With white flexi-shaft, mhne pulyumg Iwad & gy
All prices + VAT |

ALLEN POWER EQIPWENT ITD. The Bruasway, Didcol. Oxon OKT1 BES
Tel: 01235 515400 rax. 01235 515401

B Jamieson

Golf Advisors Ltd

Bruce Jamieson Golf Advisors Ltd, is an
established company offering expert advice on;

@ Golf Course maintenance

@ Tournament preparation & presentation

@ Machinery selection

@ Budgeting

@ Staff recruitment

@ Soil & turf analysis

@ Establishment of new golf courses
Contact: Bruce Jamieson
Browntop, 17 Haywarden Place, Hartley Wintney, Hants
RG27 8UA Telephone: 01252 844847 www.bjgolf.co.uk

MEMBERS BUNKER RAKES

FROM ONLY £2.54 EACH
Strong construction complete with
replaceable threaded handle

12 for £2.99 each NN

NK

50 for £2.69 each P ATl

100 for £2.54 each d for a FREE Sappye

Prices are for complete rakes, delivered free.
Rake support pegs - 70p each.

Made in the UK by MW Dyason Ltd,
6/10 Hitchmead Road,
Biggleswade, SG18 ONH

Tel: 01767 317011 Fax: 01767 317186

Amenity Spraying

GOLF LTD

>
Artngton

If your weeds look bad, and it don't look good,
who you a call...

WEEDBUSTERS UK LTD

SPECIALIST WEED CONTROL CONTRACTORS
TEL/FAX: 01752 336060
MOBILE: 07970 894616
WWW.WEEDBUSTERS.CO.UK

Artificial Grass

L N e e g

et b

VERDE SPORTS !
LIMITED |

Tek: 01254 831666 Fax: 01254 831066
B et N_&)%
® VERDE TEE FRAME
Steel platform, woven grass top
@ VERDE WINTER TEF
Generous size, self-install kit
@® VERDE DRIVING MATS
Top Quality - Long Life - Best Prices
@ ARTIFICIAL GRASSES
Comprehensive range for pathways,
winter tees and putting
@ DRIVING BAYS & NETS
For club and home use
Gabbotts Farm Bam, Bury Lane,
Withnell, Chorley, Lancashire PR6 8SW
www.verdesports.com  email: niki@verdesports.com —}

o ———g . <3 g P

e et e ) ) o

Please call for samples & information
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Bio-Technology

Specialist
Golf Course Constructors

Tel: (023) 9259 2390
- Fax: (023) 9257 0218
’ Mobile: 07710 450454
www.artington-golf.co.uk
Email: ted. k@artil

if.co.uk

g

CONTOUR
Construction of new golf development
and upgrading of existing courses

Tel: 01327 879464
Fax. 01327 705777

@ Construction ® Remodelling
® Reservoir Works

Tel: 01604 468908
Fax: b

01604 47
www.deltagolf2000.co.uk
180 Ruskin Road, Kingsthorpe,
Northampton NN2 7TA

Our 10" year supplying biotech solutions

Thinking about a
biological programme?

First ask a biologist

Thatch Reduction
Disease Prevention
Fine Grass Growth

Tel: 01372 456101

www.symbio.co.uk

J&E ELY

GOLF COURSE
CONSTRUCTION
Reading, Berks
Tel/Fax: 0118 9722257
E-mail: ely@btinternet.com

4 4\ 40" Anniversary
g 1961 - 2001

www.elygolfconstruction.com

Specialists
in Golf
Course

Construction

“Ashfield House” * 1154 Melton Road
Syslon * Leicester * LE7 2HB

Tel: 0116 269 6766

XC, Mobile: 0836 553899
. Fax: 0116 269 6866

JOHN GREASLEY LIMITED |

Pa— ,}:‘snsa Drainagl

Limited

SPORTSTURF DRAINAGE SPECIALISTS

* Latest Sportsturf trenching mac
* Verti Draining # Sand Slitting * &
* Gravel Banding # Top dressing

Design, installation

Tel: 01257 255321 Fax: 01257 255327

Appley Bridge, Wigan, Lancs

and maintainence service

Specialists in land drainage,
golf course construction and
maintenance

M J ABBOTT LIMITED

Bratch Lane, Dinton, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP3 SEB
Tel: 01722 716361 » Fax: 01722 716828

Revolutionary new
£ reconstruvtion of greens
Fraction of the cost of traditional drainage
Recent contracts include: Market Drayton, Trentham,
Chase and Sandfield Golf & Driving Range

,Q_?;h

T e |

DESIGN - INSTALLATION - SERVICE

NORTH STAFFS IRRIGATION LT

Consulting Watering/Drainage Specialists
E-mail: NorthStaﬂs Irrig@btlnternehcom

Keep your greens

01785 812706

Drainage.
Sand Slitting.
Vertidraining.

Established 45 years
ONGAR, ESSEX
01277 890274

—-IIIJ

Buyers

Guide

Simply look through all the products
and services in our guide and name
the companies which the following
telephone numbers refer to;

a. 01302 365222
bh. 01722 716361
c. 01273 564015

Write down your three answers on a
postcard and send your entries to:-

Know Your Numbers, Greenkeeper
International, BIGGA HOUSE,
Aldwark, Alne, York YO61 1UF

Entries to reach us no later than
Friday, September 14, 2001. The
first correct entry drawn will receive
a stylish BIGGA Sportswatch!

The judges decision is final. No
correspondence will be entered into.

This competition is not open to
BIGGA staff or non-members.

Last month, Robin Evans, from
Whitby Golf Club, certainly knew his
numbers when he correctly identified
all three telephone numbers.

Our congratulations and a a fantastic
BIGGA sportswatch are on their way
to you!

YOUR

N"MBER;
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SPEEDCUT CONTRACTORS

SPORTSTURF
Drainage

Construction

Sandslitting  Renovation

KEVIN SMITH
Oxford 01865 331479

(Turfdry sm—ry
Golf Course Drainage
Specialist

For fast and friendly UK
service call:

Melvyn Taylor
on 01283 551417
or 07836 259133

White Horse Contractors
Limited

SPECIALIST SPORTS TURF CONTRACTORS

+ DRAINAGE
+ CONSTRUCTION
* RENOVATION
+ LAKES & RESERVOIRS
* DESIGN & BUILD
« CONSULTANCY

Tel: 01865 736 272
Fax: 01865 326 176
www.whitehorsecontractors.co.uk

Lodge Hill, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 2JD

Exclusive Leisure Ltd,
28 Cannock Street, Leicester, LE4 9HR
Tel: 0116 233 2255

Fax: 0116 246 1561

Quality mats for winter tees,
practice areas and driving ranges.
Any size up to 3m x 3m.

British Turf & Landscape
Irrigation Association

Our aim is to ensure

“Quality by Association”
you have the best
possible irrigation

Il system so we constantly

I monitor, maintain and
raise the standards
of our members.
For a full list of members
contact David Halford
Tel/Fax: 07041 363130
Website: www.btlia.org.uk

. Evenproducts
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IRRIGATION
vy HUNTER

EVENPRODUCTS LTD
Tel: 01386 41212 Fax: 01386 423769

for Information and Advice

Irrigation Technical Services

Design * Supply * Installation * Service
Pumps and tanks supplied
Moleplough & trencher hire
Allleaing manufacturers equipment serviced  xnea peaLen
Tel: 01202 87.42.16 Mobile: 07831 24.22.05

gation
i, Systems
A Golf Courses
Sports

Grounds

Bowling

Cost effective solutions reens
to your irrigation problems et(
» Independant professional advice

DESIGN - INSTALLATION - SERVICE

NORTH STAFFS IRRIGATION LTD

Consulting Watering/Drainage Specialists
E-mail: NorthStaffs.Irrig@btinternet.com

01785 812706

AutoFlow Systems Ltd
P o as o o o = 8
CALL NOW FOR ALL YOUR
WATER REQUIREMENTS ON

SPORTS GROUNDS, GOLF COURSES,
BOWLING GREENS, COMMERCIAL
LANDSCAPING, PRIVATE GARDENS

TEL: 01603 759701 FAX: 01603 758200

AUTO HOUSE, ASHTREE WORKS, MILL ROAD,
BARNHAM BROOM, NORFOLK NR9 4DE

YOUR COMPLETE INDEPENDANT IRRIGATION SPECIALIST

Cameron

IRRIGATION

Suppliers of Irrigation Equipment to Golf Courses
Bowling Greens, Landscapes, Horticulture
Manufacturers of Irrigation Equipment
Existing systems renovated and upgraded

DESIGN « INSTALLATION « SERVICE

Telephone: +44 (0) 1425 474614 |

Fax: +44 (0) 1425 471296

http:// www.misc.irrig.co.uk \
e mail: enquiries@misc.irrig.co.uk
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Irrigation Systems
for

Golf Courses
Sportsgrounds
Recreational &
Landscape Areas

Head Office 01460 241939
Scottish Office 0131 2202102
http://www.Ocmis.com

Independent Professional Irrigation
Golf Courses,Bowling Greens,Sports,Racecourses,Gardens +++
Design/Advice » R Servicing
New Installations

¥ Service Contracts

Supply & Sales  CASIBIO G Systems

Telephone
01765 602175

J Fax 01765 603488 l'
Emall:admin@pard.co.uk
Area Dealer www.pard.co.uk ] [

>P=r-wm

M J ABBOTT LIMITED

Design, supply and installation of

Ran I BIRD.

Irrigation Systems

Tel: 01722 716361

IRRIGATION PRODUCTS

Design. Supply.
Installation.
Service.

Established 45 years

ONGAR, ESSEX
01277 890274

PEARL
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*
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IRRIGATION

Golf Course and Sports Turf
Irrigation since 1984

oakdale.uk.com
info@oakdale.uk.com
Phone: 01427 874200
Fax: 01427 875333

Design, installation and maintenance

Wate> ‘4’4e

Irrigation ervices
One of the most professional Design, Supply
and installation services in the North

Trained in Golf Course management, with real
knowledge of irrigation and Golf Course needs.
Effortless irrigation with minimum inconvenience.

Call now on: 01405 814889
Mobile: 07967 504313
www.watersideirrigation.co.uk
Email: watersideirrigation@yahoo.com
Hou'll be amazed wheve we P"? up!

WARDLE

Consulting Engineers Ltd

INDEPENDENT IRRIGATION CONSULTANTS
& PROJECT MANAGERS

Head Office: Tel/Fax: 01283 711864
Scottish Office: 01259 742447
E-mail: info@wardleconsulting.com
www.wardleconsulting.com

YOrk «
Martin

GOLF IRRIGATION CONSULTANTS

Speak to Europe's most experienced,
unbiased advice, before deciding
YORK & MARTIN
PO BOX 1192 FORDINGBRIDGE
HANTS, SP6 1YD, U.K.

Tel. 01425 652087 Fax. 01425 652476

independent consultants for objective,

Lake Construction/Liners

Liners for lakes, ponds and
storage lagoons from the
UK’s leading contractor

Comprehensive advice
@; regarding design and
construction of water areas

Tel: 01206 262676 Fax: 01206 262998

E-mail: sales@geosynthetic.co.uk

www.geosynthetic.co.uk

WATERPROOFING

SERVICES

POND & LAKE
LINING SPECIALISTS
CONTACY US ON
TEL/FAX: 01249 655539
MOBILE: 07768 836316

EMAIL: info@waterproofingservices.com

SportsCourts
UK Limited
Suppliers of all line marking materials:-
W Ready to use line marking paint
B Transfer wheel applicators
W 750ml Aerosols with a selection of colours
W Aerosol Applicators
W Prices on request

Tel: 01327 340333
Fax: 01327 341053

,Email: info@sportscourts.co.uk

[ Wochiney

QUALITY
AASSURED

Used groundcare equipment
Wide selection available

DOUBLE A

Prestonhall Industrial Estate,
Cupar, Fife

Tel: 01334 657602

www.doublea.co.uk

GRASS
MACHINERY

Large selection of new and
second hand Turf Maintenance
Machinery in stock.

FREE DELIVERY IN UK.

Warranty given. Also interested in
purchasing surplus machines.

Tel/Fax: 01829 720280
Mobile: 0378 063418

[ Voo Conrol
MOLE CONTROL

TRADITIONAL METHODS USED
North of England covered
Call Arrest-A-Pest
Tel: 01484 684844
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(™ H Control Y Sports Neting

&. | STRANCO
~ | PRODUCTS

pH control and dosing systems for
your irrigation water, for improved
turf quality.

For nationwide installation,
commissioning, service or advice,
please contact us at:-

LANDSCAPING
GRADE SLEEPERS
SELECTED HARDWOOD

B Es PRICES

B ALSO I
COCKLESHELL PATH MEDIA

FINETURF PRODUCTS
Tel: 01375 361606

QUALITY

RAILWAY
SLEEPERS

TEL: 01302 888676 FAX: 01302 880547

*WE WILL BEAT »
ANY
GENUINE
QUOTE

www.sleeper-supplies.co.uk

Crossing Timbers, 4" x 4" Posts
and Telegraph Poles

RAILWAY SLEEPERS

B WOODEN AND CONCRETE SLEEPERS

W BEST PRICES ON ALL GRADES AND SIZES
B CROSSING TIMBERS, TELEGRAPH POLES
W NEW AND SECONDHAND

B A QUALITY ASSURED COMPANY

W NATIONWIDE DELIVERY

02 365222
Fax: 01302 341691

TRACKWORK LTD

www.trackwork.co.uk & www.railwaysieepers.uk.com
Email: sales@trackwork.co.uk

ITY PRODUCTS LT
SUPPLIERS OF
FENDRESS™ ROOTZONE TO USGA
ECONOMY ROOTZONE
DIVOT MIXES
FOR A COMPETITIVE QUOTATION CALL
01858 464346 / 433003

Topsoil

Rolawn

Topsoil you can trust

* Two SAFE quality loams — screened
or blended

* Available all year at short notice
* Blended loam supplied in cubic
metre bags
* Screened loam in bulk direct to site
* Back up of Rolawn
For prices and samples,

cal: 01904 757314

or email: ian.elwick@rolawn.co.uk

TILDENET

THE PROFESSIONAL'S CHOICE

| + TARGET GREENS
* ANTI-BALL PLUGGING NETS
* PADDED & NET BAY DIVIDERS

* BUNKER MEMBRANE

* BALL-STOP NET
|

* ANTI-DAZZLE NETTING
‘ TEACHING GOLF NET & FRAME

- b sisnl

|
« PERIMETER FENCING
\
1
| GRASS GERMINATION |

For further information please contact

+44 (0)117 966 9684

BANKS AMENITY PRODUCTS LTD

EXCLUSIVE MANUFACTURERS OF

FENDRESS GREENTOP™ &
FENDRESS™ TOP DRESSINGS
SUPERIOR, CONSISTENT TOP DRESSINGS AT

AFFORDABLE PRICES
TEL: 01858 464346 / 433003

Corparst
GROWERS OF TREES
THE TREE CARRIAGE COMPANY
Court Gate Nursery, Eckington, Pershore, Wores WR10 388
Tel: 01386 750585 Fax: 01386 750197

willpoweruki@email.com  Web: www.willpowers.co.uk

AFT TRENCHERS LTD

Tel: 01787 311811 Fax: 01787 310888
E-mail: sales@trenchers.co.uk
Web site: www.trenchers.co.uk

[l Manufacturers of trenching machines
specifically designed for sports turf

M Digging chain and high performance
slitting wheel combinations available
for compact tractors

[l Larger trenching machines/slitting
wheels for tractors up to 120hp

W Various backfilling equipment

AMENITY

E=——=BOURNE 5

Manufacturers of quality dressings, including
green organic, fensoll & loams, for fairways
greens & tees, in loads of all sizes

Serving the South of England.
Tel: (01797) 252298 Fax: (01797) 253115

LOVIELTD

QUARRY & CONCRETE PRODUCTS

Producers of all types of quality

peciali ds and top dr ing
for Golf Courses, Playing Fields
and Sports Pitches

Cowbog, New Pitsligo, Fraserburgh,
Aberdeenshire, AB43 6PR

Tel: 01771 653777
Fax 01771 653527

SOIL TECHNOLOGY D

RUFFOR

Top Dressings * Rootzones
Sands - Gravels - Divot Mixes
Soils « Pathway Materials

www.rufford.com

INTURF

Turf Growers and Innovators

of Turferass Systems

The Chestnuts * Wilberfoss
York * YO41 5NT

Telephone: 01759 321000
Facsimile: 01759 380130
e-mail: info@inturf.co.uk
website: www.inturf.com

R, GROWERS

]

N\# AND SUPPLIERS
OF QUALITY CULTIVATED

/. TEES, GREENS AND AMENITY
“T6A¢ TURF COUNTRYWIDE

TEL: 01427 890797
FAX: 01427 891785

Email: info@proturf.co.uk

TT ProTurf Ltd

NORTH CARR FARM, WEST STOCKWITH, NR
DONCASTER, SOUTH YORKSHIRE DNI0 48D

Vertidraining Hire

Shirley Aldred &t Co. Ltd

Suppliers of high quality
granular chareoal for over 200 years

I Use one of the oldest B Totally organic product
products known o
man to'treat black layer Ml Large stock levels
of all grades
M Prevent thatch build up "
M Delivery anywhere in
W Improve drainage mainland UK within
and rootzong 3-4 days
Tel: 01433 620003 ||| v

Fax: 01433 620388 222 B4

A MOORE

TURF MANAGEMENT
CONTRACTORS
Specialist in vertidraining, direct seeding,
over seeding for all sports grounds and
golf courses, plus all cultivation work
and turf laying and spraying.

Tel: 01530 836893
Mobile: 07889 771341

PETER MANNINGTON

Specialist Verti-Drain Ci for the South

For greens, tees, fairways and sportsgrounds
Experienced oparator, competitive prices and reliable service
Tel/Fax Peter on 01580 861211
or Mobile 07850 612061

1 White Horse Cottages, Silverhill, Hurst Graen,
Etchingham, East Sussex TN19 70A

CONTACT THE
PROFESSIONALS

FREEPHONE 0500 432 120
or 0780 125 6767
DAY OR NIGHT
FOR ALL TYPES OF AERATION,
CULTIVATION AND SEEDING,
CONTACT MICHAEL SEWARD AT
SEWARD TURF MAINTENANCE
YORK

WORTH
DRAINING

VERTIDRAINING and
HOLLOW CORING HIRE
Distance no object
Contact Peter Bloodworth
Combecks Farm, Imham, Grantham
Lincolnshire. Tel/Fax: 01476 550266

or Paul Simpson, Manager
Tel: 01476 585 549 Mobile: 0797 450 4793

NATIONWIDE
VERTIDRAIN HIRE

SELF OPERATED
OR WITH OPERATOR

TRACTOR WITH 1.6m
£500 PER WEEK

TRACTOR WITH 2m
£700 PER WEEK

m: 01522 869100

www.countygrass.co.uk

Turf Dressings

BAILEY’S OF NORFOLK
GOLF TURF DRESSINGS - SAND

SCREENED TOP SOIL :: FEN SOIL
Deliveries Nationwide

BAILEY’'S OF NORFOLK
Tel: 01603 754607

Job Shop

Scottish Assistant Greenkeeper.
Seeks new challenging position.
With over 11 years on Links
courses, old and new including
growing in experience. High
standard of work, conscientious
and self motivated.

Experienced in all aspects of
Greenkeeping, construction,
maintenance, drainage and
irrigation. PA1.2.6 Spraying
Certificates and up to N.V.Q.
Level 3 Qualified.

Js/127/01
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FREE online Job Shop Ads!

Ifyou didn't already know, BIGGA upload all recruitment advertising from the pages of Greenkeeper
International to coincide with the launch of each issue. Many Greenkeeper members have found the online
recruitment section to be of great benefit, particularly if they have left their magazine at work! They can simply
log on at home, to the BIGGA website, and access all of the latest jobs available in the fine turf industry. Also, ifa
member is looking for employment, their advert will appear in this database for prospective employers to read.

Any member who has found themselves out of work as a direct result of the Foot and Mouth Outbreak may wish
to take advantage of the BIGGA websiite to help find another club. As a special service to members the
Association will allow you to post a Job Shop advert on the website, listing your experience and qualifications,
offering your services free of charge. Further information can be obtained from the Sales & Marketing
Department at BIGGA HOUSE Tel: 01347 833800 email: sales@bigga.co.uk

Please note: This offer only applies to website adverts and not those which you wish to appear in Greenkeeper International.

Name

Club/Company

Address

Send your completed order form to: Jennifer Whichello, Cheryl Broomhead or Meredith Foster,
Greenkeeper International, BIGGA HOUSE, Aldwark, Alne, York YO61 1UF, or fax the form to us
on 01347 833802. Alternatively, you can also email your copy to jennifer@bigga.co.uk

Marketing Directors

NN
AutoFlow Systems Ltd
PPN NN

Aot sl e

ystems is a progressive company specialising in the installation
and supply of irrigation equipment across the UK.

We are currently seeking an experienced engineer to join our busy team.

The ideal candidate will already be working in this field and be fully

familiar with all aspects of irrigation installation.

Knowledge of pumps and some electrical experience would be a distinct
advantage. Predominantly based in East Anglia our work takes us across the
UK so the willingness to travel and work away is an important part of the job.
We offer an attractive basic salary plus the opportunity to earn overtime.

For the right candidate a relocation package may be available.

For details please call

David Wakelin Autoflow Systems Ltd, Auto House, Ashtree Works,
Mill Road, Barnham Broom, Norfolk NR9 4DE Telephone: 01603 759701

Mower Technician

s a specialist in sh:

nst

To work

and setting cylinder mowers in a mobile

service/

eam most
of the time with an impressive rig

course mower sharpening technol
o] sionally you might
2're a bright, energetic gang

We manufacture grinders &
travel abroad to

1

Ip and advise at s -
who like to involve all the team in decision making. It's a fun jo
You'll 0 be experienced, ind e initiative — and being a bit clairvoyant will
help t you'll be part of a grea 1. There's plenty of scope to grow, get training and
develop within the company
If you fancy being at the ge of the industry, can represent the company will and
like to be independent, the t us. Look at our web site too for more information
www.bernhard.co.uk
e send a letter and CV to the iress below
all Geraldine Bilclough on 01788 811600.

BERNHARD AND COMPANY LIMITED
Bilton Road - Rugby - Warwickshire - CV22 7DT

BERNHARD

£ Attractive
+ benefits

Could you maximise your company’s online

presence for your primary target audience?

BIGGA's online statistics have revealed the most viewed area on our website to be the recruitment section.
Regularly receiving an average of 1,355 individual user session visits every month, this area of the BIGGA
website has, in fact, received over 12,220 individual user session visits since its’ relaunch just 9 months ago. e ——

Opportunities now exist for creative, forward thinking professionals to utilise their knowledge and skills

to implement a strong marketing presence within this rapidly expanding commercial area. We are looking for .
candidates who can see the long-term potential of building strong links with the Association, and understand
the importance of targetted marketing. Previous experience of handling advertising budgets is desirable.

Attractive financial packages will be dependent on experience, but monthly sponsorship rates for

successful candidates will start at £400 per single month sponsorship, rising to £1,000 following a

successful 3 month sponsorship period.

Benefits will include: Your ‘brand’ being associated with a proven market-leader; The ability to entice

more than 1,355 potential online customers to your site every month; Increased traffic to your site.

For further information please visit: www.bigga.org.uk/opportunities.html

For an application form, please contact Jennifer Whichello

on 01347 833800 or email jennifer@bigga.co.uk

All applications will be treated in the strictest confidence. Closing date for applications: October 12, 2001
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TRENTHAM PARK GOLF CLUB

require a

HEAD
GREENKEEPER

Trentham Park Golf Club is an 18 hole Parkland Course situated to
the south of Stoke on Trent.

Applicants should be technically qualified in Greenkeeping and have
the necessary man management skills to lead a small team in all
aspects of maintenance and course development.

The successful candidate must posses the following qualifications;

® A proven ability to prepare and monitor budgets, inventories,
expenditure and work schedules. A sound knowledge of Health and
Safety regulations

@ A strong working knowledge of all modern golf course management
practices, with the ability to train motivate and direct staftf.

Please apply in writing, including a full C.V. and the names of two
suitable referees to;

The Secretary/Manager, Trentham Park Golf Club,
Trentham, Stoke on Trent, Staffs ST4 SAE

COOMBE HILL GOLF CLUB

Require a

ASSISTANT
GREENKEEPER

Applicants should be qualified to a minimum NVQ2
with Spraying Certificates PA1, PA2 and PA6

Salary negotiable in accordance with experience

Applicants in writing with CV to;

Murray Long, Head Greenkeeper, Coombe Hill Golf Club,
Golf Club Drive, Off Coombe Lane West,
Kingston upon Thames, Surrey KT2 7DF

GERRARDS CROSS GOLF CLUB

Requires an

ASSISTANT
GREENKEEPER

To join our enthusiastic team.
Experience required - Excellent training provision

Applications in writing with CV to

The Secretary, Gerrards Cross Golf Club,
Chalfont Park, Gerrards Cross, Bucks SL9 0QA
The closing date for applications is 22nd September 2001

CHIPPING SODBURY GOLF CLUB

Require a

MECHANIC/GREENKEEPER

NVQ I & 2 qualified, Spraying certificate an advantage.
At least 3 years experience in a similar position.

The successful candidate will be well motivated, conscientious and
able to work as part of a team. Mechanical experience will be a major
consideration in the selection for this appointment.

Apply in writing with full CV to;

The Secretary/Manager, Chipping Sodbury Golf Club,
Chipping Sodbury, Bristol, BS37 6PU

o

(landopRegis

VACANCY

Clandon Regis Golf Club Ltd require
an experienced Greens Assistant

Due to the continued success being enjoyed at Clandon Regis Golf Club
Ltd, we are in the position of employing an additional Greens Assistant.

The successful applicant should be experienced in all aspects of greens
maintenance and operation of grounds maintenance machinery and
preferably a computerised sprinkler system. The ideal applicant should
hold the appropriate PA2 and PA6 certificates or equivalent. Also
preferably enrolled for or holding an NVQ1 or NVQ2.

we offer ongoing training, four weeks paid annual holiday and all
appropriate outdoor clothing. The successful candidate will enjoy a
salary commensurate within the Standing Committee rates.

In first instance please contact in writing (enclosing your current CV).

Mr SR Swanson, Course Manager, Clandon Regis Golf Club Ltd,
Espom Road, West Clandon Surrey GU4 7TT.
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Sandy McDivot gets a few things off his chest ...

S

Housin

Associations

As Basil Fawlty might say, satellite
television is an avenue of pleasure
that has been closed off to me. I have
attempted to persuade Mrs McDivot
of its necessity by pointing out that
amongst other little treats, it would
make available to her a channel
entirely devoted to shopping, but she
nnnmlulcl\ makes the assumption
that this is a pathetic ploy to spend
my evenings in unatheletic pose while
watching sport with beer can perched
on rapidly expanding abdominal
region. Her objection to televised
sport centres around her argument
that there is little point in watching
someone kick or hit a ball around
when you can enjoy real life drama
unfold in the form of \().IP operas.

That is not to say that I am total-
ly alien to the pleasures of the dish
receiver. | have to admit to straying
into the habit along with my work
colleagues of partaking of the odd
beverage or two on a Friday afternoon
in the clubhouse. This we do as a
team building exercise, a boost to
morale and a celebration at the
accomplishment of yet another
weeks work. While engaged in this
highly civilised accoutrement to the
working week we often watch golf on
Sky Sports. This is of the highest
quality and a pleasure to watch but
[ must state my objection to two fre-
quently shown adverts that are
totally derogatory to our noble pro-
fession. In fact tfu\ put us into the
same bracket as estate agents and tax
inspectors; a minority group that it is
perfectly acceptable to be prejudiced
towards. The first advert depicts one
of our brethren as an unkempt, drug
crazed psychopath, hell bent on hold-
ing up poor Freddy Couples while he
moves the hole to a small promon-
tory of the green that juts out into a
lake. The other shows a greenkeeper
spending hours rolling golf balls up
to the hole making sure the position
he has just chosen is as crowned as

possible. In both cases, the message
is given that the manufacturer’s
equipment can more than cope with
our evil intentions. Unfortunately for
us, the additional message is that we
are all Charles Manson clones whose
sole raison d'étre is to irritate golfers.
This is a viscous and totally unnec-
essary aspersion to the good name of
our profession. Everyone knows that
only a small proportion of our time
is devoted to irritating golfers and in
my experience golf clubs rarely
employ more the n one drug-crazed
psychopath on the greenkeeping
team.

But sometimes on Sky Sports, they
show those films of old golf matches
featuring the likes of Sam Snead,
Roberto DeVincenzo and Peter Alliss
in the days when he had a backswing.
At other times there is live golf of the
latest US tournament and it is fasci-
nating to see the difference in the
two. Certainly the golf seemed a great
deal less complicated in the old
matches. None of your lining up
putts from 20 different directions or
consulting the yardage manual on
chip shots. They just seemed to walk
up and whack it in those days. But
the thing that stands out most of all
between the golf of the past and
nowadays is the courses and their
associated standard of presentation.
Despite visiting some of the Worlds
finest layouts, in the old days they all
seemed to be presented in uniformly
abysmal condition. Large areas of
brown or dead turf, bare pdthL\
untidy tufts of coarse grass and that's
just the greens. In contrast, the mod-
ern day alternative is utterly
immaculate. Perfect striped fairways
where the sight of a weed would
invoke a public inquest, manicured
rough -if that’s not a contradiction in
terms- and bunkers and water haz-
ards so perfectly edged and trimmed
that the place seems to look more like
some 'kind of surreal teletubbies set

rather than a golf course. I have to
say to me the modern day champi-
onship courses can start to look a tad
artificial, which is probably due to the
fact that they are

designed, built and maintained in
a totally artificial manner. In fact in
a straight contest between these
courses and Mother Nature, even
playing from the ladies tees and
receiving a shot a hole, Mother
Nature would be well and truly
thrashed by about the twelfth.
Personally as I look out through the
clubhouse windows, beyond the
incessant downpour called 'spring and
onto the more natural look of
Sludgecombe, I opine that these
courses are amongst other things,
severely lacking in large areas of mud.
However that’s just a personal opin-
ion and unfortunately one that
doesn’t always coincide with that of
my members.

But what then has been the driving
force behind these changes over the
vears? Golf courses change with
vogue just like everything else in life.
Take house architecture for instance.
There is a surprising similarity
between the fashion in house slylb
and that of golf courses. Back in the
early part of the last century, the sim-
phut\ of the arts and crafts and art
deco movements came out of a rejec-
tion of the ornate stuffiness of the
Victorian age. This was followed up
with the 1930’s urban sprawl which
symbolised a need to return to the
more simple life of the country albeit
as a more sanitised version. Hence
the main roads that reach out from
the cities into the tranquillity of the
countryside are lined with neat
1930°s style housing, often with
Tudor style beams and each sur-
rounded by its own piece of
countryside in the form of a garden
on at least three sides. Golf course
architecture was in its infancy at the
time but Colt, McKenzie and Ross et



al, all produced courses that would
be in similar compatibility with
nature as much as was possible. The
land on which they were laid out was
never altered to any degree and
intrinsic features were utilised in the
design. Water hazards were rarely
employed unless they were naturally
present and bunkers were made to
look indistinguishable from their
links counterparts.

But often it is a rejection of the past
that is the inspiration for future fash-
ion. So in the old immediate post war
days we had courses that were under-
standably lacking in colour and
definition and though the 70’s and

80’s we experienced a rejection of

such blandness with the resultant
bright stripy green hues, brilliant
white sand and that revolting blue
dye in the lakes. Look at the amount
of grass that was seen on the greens
in the old film footage of the 50 ‘s
and 60's. A 50 foot putt required a
backswing  that some of
Sludgcombe’s  regular members
would struggle to achieve with a dri-
ver. Was the crude lushness of these
decades a rebellion against the aus-
terity of the pre and post war years.

The fact is, in those days average golf

clubs were not in the summer at least
always able to afford the luxury of
dense grass coverage and with just a
couple of greenkeepers that had to
mow the greens using push mowers,
who would want it. Maybe the trend
setting courses we observe in those
old films had gone out of their way
to create grass so as they were set
apart from the ux'(lir\;tl"\"gnlt club.
They could afford grass and so they
made damn sure they would get it.
It would become a measure of wealth.
Onlookers would say to themselves
“Look at that. They’ve got real grass
on their greens that stops the ball
from continually running 30-foot
passed the hole. I wish we had that
0N Our course

The need to forget the war
vears also heavily influenced
the building boom of the
50's, 60’s and 70’s. The
housing at that time was
cheap and modern and
no one seemed to
bother too much
about visual
appeal. If it was
old, knock it
down and stick
up a few mil-
lion tons of
brick  and

concrete.
Hence we
had the

seemingly

ludicrous building schemes of those
times such as the Old Course Hotel
on the 17th at St Andrews. Similarly
the thankfully few golf courses that
were built at this time, were often
appallingly bad in both their con-
struction and their design. Bunkering
would generally consist of large
saucer shaped monstrosities, often
shallow and boring which was pre-
sumably an attempt to match the
design philosophies of the day.

Then in the late 80s, housing devel-
opments ;Illcmplcd to rvprmhl\'('
country village like architectural
diversity and we were inundated with
features such as clock towers that
were stuck practically everywhere,
even on top of office blocks. At about
this time we started to observe an
almost mirror image traditional golf
course fashion revival in the form of
the odd double green a’ la St Andrews
and Pete Dye’s bunker faces lined
with railway sleepers. Even we green-
keepers indulged in a bit of
ruralisation, as | seem to remember
a severe outbreak of revetted bunkers
at the time. It did not matter if the
course was a hundred or so miles
inland we all started to cut out acres
of turf ready to pile up the faces of
our bunkers.

And so to

today. The key word in house fash-
ion is authenticity. Houses are sold as
having original features. The coveing,
panelled doors and fireplaces that
were ripped out in the 50’s are now
being replaced with a vengeance. It
does not matter whether it is
Victorian Gothic, Georgian or even
70 kitsch; it must be reproduced
and conserved at all costs. It has even
got to the stage where ghastly 60’s
tower blocks are listed as being archi-
tecturally significant. And so it is with
golf courses. People are regressing to
their roots and reproducing the orig-
inal design features of old. Bunkers
are remodelled with creative shapes
and mounds and their edges allowed
to grow wild. Large areas of rough
grassland are recreated and in
some cases even the

dreadful lines of

leylandii and poplars are being
replaced with the indigenous alter-
native.

[he future? Well could we take
things a logical step further and start
to appreciate the more subtle shades
of green that are to be found on our
older more unaffected courses. A
need for change and a rejection of the
past has inspired us before. So now
that the past is the multicoloured
world of artificial courses, perhaps the
future is to reject these synthetic
abhorations and to embrace not only
the design concepts of bygone ages
but also their colours and textures as
well.

Sandy McDivot. Head Greenkeeper,
Sludgcombe Pay and Play
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Feature listing from
September '99

September '99; Slaley Hall; Tyres
Spotlight on Thatch; Eimwood College
Awards; National Championship preview

October '99; The Manor House, Castle
Combe; Aeration; Saltex review;
Mycorrhizas; Toro Award

preview

November '99; Sir Michael Bonallack
interview; The Pines GC; Oil; Bunkers;
National Championship review

December '99; Agronomy: Security;
Environment Competition Winner; Toro
Award Winners

January 2000; Greens Construction;
Awkward Jobs; Sandy McDivot; Agronomy;
Toro Award review

February 2000; BTME2000 review;
Committed to Green interview; Rookery Park
GC; Engines; Chairman's profile;
Environmental Management

Report;
Cutting heights; Avoncrop profile; Valderrama
report; Westurf preview

April 2000; Fortrose & Rosemarkie GC;
Utility Vehicles; Iimigation; Seed breeding;
Gem Professional profile.

May 2000; Ross-on‘Wye GC; Top Dressing;
Course Mapping; Compact Tractors

June 2000; National Championship pre-
view; Spraying; World Education Conference
review; Environmental Management; Mowers

July 206‘“; Open Championship
Control; Aventis profile; Course Condmonmg

August 2000; Open Championship review;
Water Features; Saltex preview; Charcoal;
Malone GC; Royal County Down; Grand Tour
Scholarship

September 2000; Blowers and Sweepers;
Berkshire College Academy; National
Championship roundup; Gordon McKillop
interview; Winter health checks

October 2000; Toro Awards Preview;
Ronald Fream; Imigation; Saltex Review; Pest
Control; Wobum GC

November 2000; Grass Cutting
Machinery; Clandeboye GC; Drainage;
National Championship review; Leatherjacket
management

December 2000; Toro Awards;

Making the most of your Dealer; Budget
Boosters; BTME2001 preview: BIGGA/
Bemhards CGSA delegation preview

January 2001; Communication; Tyres; Turf
diseases; Kingsbams Golf Links; Environment
Competition Winner - Dyke GC; Talking
Heads - Pest Control

February 2001; BTME2001 review; Winter
Mowing; Imigation; Broadstone GC; Hedges;
Security

March 2001; York GC; Greens
Maintenance; Meland GC, Norway; Greens
Mowers; BIGGA Essay Winner; Grass
Science profile

April 2001; Lightning detection; Brockett
Hall GC; CGSA report; Fairway Mowers;
Irigation; Sward renovation; BIGGA Essay
winner; Turf Disease

May 2001; Foot and Mouth Disease
Special Report; Maintenance Facility report;
Bunker Sand; ATVs; RainBird Profile; Fineturf
Genetics; BTME2002 countdown; Electric-
powered machines

June 2001; Stoke Park Club profile; Stuart
Cagle MG; Tractors; Leaf Spot Disease; Take
All Patch; Construction

Mm;ﬁayalLytham profile; Tees

Green Grasses; John
Deevepmﬁle SandyMchvot College
Listings

August 2001; Aeration Survey; Machrie
GC profile; Rough Mowers; Saltex Preview;
Dr Alan Gange - environmental research;
Hayter Profile; Ponds; Open Championship
review; Toro Student of the Year profile;
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Immediately after finishing this col-
umn [ have the great pleasure of
travelling up to Stoke Park to present
the lllll) with its Golden Key plaque.
As we have said before we're all delight-

ed that Stoke Park has shown the
foresight in being the first golf club to
contribute so generously to the
Education and Development Fund
through the Golden Key programme.
We do hope that more clubs become
involved because, after all, it is the golf
clubs which ultimately benefit from all
the good work that is carried out as a
direct result of the existence of
BIGGA's Education and Development
Fund.

I'm also pleased to be making the vis-
it because | haven't been to Stoke Park
for many years and I'm looking for-
ward to having a good look at the golf
course.

Talking about presentations, I can't
go on without congratulating Walter
Woods on becoming the next recipient
of the prestigious Old Tom Morris
Award, made annually by the GCSAA.
We're all very proud of Walter who was
the Association’s first Chairman in
1987 when he combined the role with
his demanding “day job” of maintain-

at the St Andrews
Links courses. He

has done huge
amounts to
advance  green-

keeping as a career
in general as well as
given so many
young greenkeep-
ers a boost in their
own career development.

Past winners of the Award include
Arnold Palmer, President Gerald Ford,
Bob Hope and Jaime Ortiz-Patino,
while the last winner was Tim
Finchem, Commissioner of the US
Tour.So you can see the exalted com-
pany Walter is keeping. It is a great
honour for Walter, particularly as it is
in the name of a fellow St Andrews
man, and a great honour for our
Association.

I'd like to thank all the members who
took part in the recent R&A funded
survey  conducted by Mike
Williamson. The Board are currently
looking at the responses and we shall
report back at a later date on the find-
ings. While in Yorkshire for the Board
meeting to discuss the report I took
the opportunity to call in on Simon
Haynes, at Skipton Golf Club. Simon
used to work for me and has been made
welcome by the locals on his move
north.

His golf course was surrounded by
sheep but the course was still open. In
contrast we've just returned from a
short break in the South West - a bit
like Tony and Cherie Blair - and there
is still a’great deal of evidence of the

ing high standards,

h

Foot and Mouth outbreak. It seems
there are different rules in place for dif-
ferent parts of the country.

I'd like to take this uppmtuml\ to
wish Dave Sammels and his team at
The De Vere Belfry all the very best
for the Ryder (up later this month.
Having been in the same position
myself in 1981 I know the pressures
involved in preparing a course for a
Ryder Cup. With the way the Cup has
grown over the last 20 years they are
even greater now, so I hope that Dave
and the team get the weather to show
the course off to its best advantage and
none of the problems adverse weather
can bring,

Saltex is just around the corner and
I look forward to seeing many of you
in Windsor. You know you are all wel-
come at the BIGGA stand for a chat,
information or just to say hello.

Just before I finish I'd just like to say
that working on a heathland golf
course | particularly enjoy this time of
year when the heather is in full bloom
and everything is looking very nice. It
makes you forget the problems of ear-
lier in the year... or very nearly does
at any rate! P

Clive Osgood, Chairman



