
Golf Club, would like to offer some 
assurance to any greenkeeper who is 
having irrigation leaks in our latest dry 
spell, for every one you have someone 
somewhere will have two and that if 
left they will be completely unnotice-
able wnen the rain starts again in 
September. 

Due to a delayed deadline for the 
magazine I am able to include the 
results of the Cresta Cup played at the 
superbly presented North Hants Golf 
Club. Everyone agreed that this is one 
of our outstanding courses in the south 
and confirms that we are very lucky to 
be able to play golf in clubs that are 
presented to such a high standard. We 
thanks Nigel Stainer and his 
Greenkeepers for an extremely pleasant 
day 

The above average golfers were: 
Cresta Cup Winner John Mathis 
Sunningdale GC, 48pts. Runner up 
Andrew Dennis, Laleham GC, 35pts. 
Nearest the pin Craig Mills, Hindhead 
GC, Longest Drive Gary Ogilvie 
(Avoncrop) The day was sponsored by 
Vitax whom we thank most sincerely 
for the high quality prizes. 

Brian Wilmott 

South Coast 
The Spring Tournament has finally 

been played at Basingstoke GC. If you 
remember the original day had to be 
cancelled at The Army GC, so it was 
rescheduled to take place at 
Basingstoke on May 31. 

A total of 28 players eventually 
played on the day, including the Club 
Captain Mr D Newman, and Eddie 
Fox, from Huxleys. Seven entrants had 
to withdraw, some at very short notice. 
One day isn't not enough time for Chris 
to inform the caterers of changes. I 
mentioned before that at least seven 
days' notice is required to cancel, any 
less time than this and you will forfeit 
your entrance money 

So who were the winners on the day? 

Div 1 (Huxley's Trophy) 
1. Mark Hancock 52pts 
2. Matt Blake 48pts. 
Div 2 (Avoncrop Trophy) 
1. Kevin Glass 55pts 
2. Andy McDonald 54pts 
3. Alan Magee 53pts 
Div 3 (Roffeys Cup) 
1. Kevin Ratcliffe 55pts 
2. Adi Archer 45pts 
Longest Drive 
Stuart Hooker 
Nearest the Pin 
Brian Willmott 

Everyone enjoyed the wonderful hos-
pitality given by Basingstoke. The 
lunch and evening meal was very enjoy-
able. A special thanks must go to Julie 
Tribe, the Assistant Club Secretary, for 
all her hard work. 

And last but not least to Harvey Tribe 
and his team, for providing the course 
at such short notice. 

The next competition to take place is 
the The Secretaries V' BIGGA, to be 
held at Upavon GC on June 14. And 
then the Summer Tournament is to be 
held on July 12 at Broadstone GC. So 
look out for the results shortly. 

Well that's it for another month. 
Mike Cartwright. 

Devon and Cornwall 
What a month we were lucky to have 

the company of our Chairman Clive 
Osgood who attended the workshop on 
Health & Safety organised by our 
Regional Administrator, Paula 
Humphries. Unfortunately the excel-
lence of the workshop wasn't matched 
by the attendance. For the second time 
this year I have experienced the effects 
of an earthquake this time in my home 
town of Bude, although it only mea-
sured 3.6 it still made the bed shake, I 
thought my luck was in. 

The Section is delighted to announce 
that Phoenix Irrigation will be spon-
soring the fixture cards for the next two 
seasons. The new fixture cards will 
hopefully be with you during late 
August. 

Rrchard Whyman 

Section Event? 
www.bigga.org.uk/events.html 

South West 
The Greenkeeper/Amateur Fourball 

Betterball Competition took place on 
a sunny short-wearing day at 
Woodspring Golf Qub, Bristol. I was 
lucky enough to play with the Course 
Manager, Steve Chappel, Nigel and 
Chopper Harris (a very appropriate 
name!) from T. H. Whites. The course 
was in excellent condition, and the 
scores proved this. 

Superb prizes provided by sponsor of 
the day Bioseed Probotics. These were 
presented to 1. C. Tozer and D. Rendell 
42 pts. 2. M. Hawker and C. Ross 41 
pts. 3. J. Keenaghan and L. Cox, 38 pts. 
The longest drive went to C. Tozer and 
the Nearest the pin,). Keenaghan. 

We would like to thank everyone at 
Woodspring for a brilliant day in splen-
did surroundings. The next event for 
your diary is the Summer Tournament 
at the Kendelshire on July 24 please 
continue to support the Section and 
the events. 

The team will play the South Coast 
on August 16 Contact; J. Keenaghan if 
you are available for selection. 

Dave Bougen. 

the qualifying competition for the trip 
to Birkdale, must have played in two 
of the competitions held over the spring 
and summer period. 

The qualifying competition will be 
played on a links course around late 
August, probably on the north coast. 
The Secretary will be notifying all mem-
bers regarding the venue and date in 
due course. 

Our next Golf competition will be 

held at Royal Belfast GC on July 6. 
Graham Prosser from Tacit has kindly 
provided sponsorship for the July com-
petition. I would also like to remind 
members of the charity day golf com-
petition being played at Clandeboye 
GC on August 3. Once again 
Clandeboye's Course Manager, 'ferry 
Crawford, has organised the entire day. 
All the money raised will go to a char-
ity of Terry's choice. A four-figure sum 
has been raised on each Royal Victoria 
in Belfast. Greenkeepers, trade mem-
bers, and Secretary/Managers all come 
together for this competition, so places 
are limited. Please contact Terry 
Crawford to arrange a tee time on Tel 
91458380 and give your support for 
this event. 

I would like to welcome new mem-
bers Andrew Wray Castlerock CC and 
Gary Johnston City of Deny GC to the 
Section this month. 

Ken Henderson 

The result of our Golf competition at 
Galgorm GC on June 8 will be featured 
in our Section notes next month. The 
NI Section will be sending two repre-
sentatives to this year's National 
Championships, to be held at Royal 
Birkdale, Southport and Ainsdale Golf 
Qubs. Members who intend to play in 

See you all next month! 

YOU'VE 

GOT 
MAIL! 

If you've got an email account, and want to 
keep up to date with the latest news and 
events from the turfcare industry, drop us an 
email, and we'll add you to our ever 
increasing list of online subscribers. 
We'll then inform you of any forth-coming 
features and events via email. 

Simply send an email to: 

updates@bigga.co.uk 
quoting your name and your Membership 
number, and we'll do the rest - it's that easy! 

Golf Course Preparation Video 
£14.95 to BIGGA members 
£29.95 to non-members 

Golf Course Reconstruction Video 
£14.95 to BIGGA members 
£29.95 to non-members 

Ecology Book 
£3.00 to BIGGA members 
£7.00 to non-members 

Ecology Video 
£14.95 to BIGGA members 
£29.95 to non-members 

Raising the Standards of 
Mowing Management Video 
£14.95 to BIGGA members 
£29.95 to non-members 

Setting the Standard in 
Spraying Application Video 
£14.95 to BIGGA members 
£29.95 to non-members 

Irrigation Video 
£14.95 to BIGGA members 
£29.95 to non-members 

Education Dept, BIGGA HOUSE, Aldwark, Alne, York, Y061 1UF Tel: 01347 833800 Fax: 01347 833801 Email: education@bigga.co.uk 

http://www.bigga.org.uk/events.html
mailto:updates@bigga.co.uk
mailto:education@bigga.co.uk
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A BIGGA 
S P O R T S W A T C H 

Simply look th rough all the p roduc ts 
and serv ices in our guide and name 
the companies wh ich the fo l lowing 
te lephone numbers refer to; 

a . 0 1 6 1 7 6 3 7 0 6 0 
b . 0 1 7 7 1 6 3 3 7 7 7 
C. 0 1 2 6 0 2 8 1 8 0 1 
Wr i te d o w n your three answers on a 
pos tcard and send your ent r ies to:-

Know Your Numbers , Greenkeeper 
Internat ional , B IGGA HOUSE, 
A ldwark , A lne, York Y 0 6 1 1 UF 

Entr ies to reach us no later than 
Wednesday, Ju ly 18, 2001. The f i rs t 
cor rec t en t r y d rawn wi l l receive 
a s ty l ish B IGGA Spor t swa tch ! 

The judges decis ion is f inal. No 
cor respondence wi l l be en te red into. 

This compet i t i on is not open to 
B IGGA s ta f f or non-members. 

Last month , Nei l Oliver, f rom Nor th 
Manches te r GC, cer ta in ly knew his 
numbers when he cor rec t ly ident i f ied 
all th ree te lephone numbers. 

Our congra tu la t ions and a a fantas t ic 
B IGGA spor t swa tch are on the i r w a y 
to you! 

Aerat ion 

H Y D R O J E C T A E R A T I O N 
A N D C H E M I C A L 
I N J E C T I O N S E R V I C E 

ITH NO SURFACE DISTURBANCE! (WITH NO SURFACE DISTURBANCE' m.ta^T 

KEITH DRIVER 
(SPORTSTURF CONTRACTOR) 
Tel 01273 564015 Mobile: 07958 532008 

8 Morecambe Rd, Brighton. Sussex BN1 8TL 

mum •COM 
Genuine Parts It Tines 

MULTICDRE TM 1000/TM 1 5 0 0 
MULTICORE GREENKEEPER 

Cantad Contact 
Woodlands Brigstock Ltd The Double A Trading Co 

Tel: (01536] 373 238 Tel: (01334) 65/ 602 

Agronomy 

B Jamieson 
Golf Advisors Ltd 

Bruce Jamieson Golf Advisors Ltd, is an 
established company offering expert advice on; 

# Golf Course maintenance 
# Tournament preparation & presentation 
# Machinery selection 
# Budgeting 
# Staff recruitment 
# Soil & turf analysis 
# Establishment of new golf courses 

Contact: Bruce Jamieson 
Browntop, 17 Haywarden Place, Hartley Wintney, Hants, 
RG27 8UA Telephone: 01252 844847 www.bjgolf.co.uk 

Ameni ty Spraying 

A & B COWELL 
AMENITY SPRAYING 
C o n t r a c t s p r a y i n g for a m e n i t y turf, 
g o l f c o u r s e s , s p o r t s f i e l d s a n d 
s c h o o l p lay ing f ie lds . 

Telephone: 01584 711207 
Fax: 01584 711962 
Mobile: 07785 342443 
Email: cowelll@supanet.com 

If your Weeds look bad, and it don't look good, 
Who you gonna call... 

WEE 
SPECIALIST WEED CONTROL CONTRACTORS 

TEL/FAX: 0 1 7 5 2 3 3 6 0 6 0 
MOBILE: 0 7 9 7 0 8 9 4 6 1 6 

WWW.WEEDBIJSTERS.CO.UK 

Art i f ic ia l Grass 

V T» 

VERDE SPORTS ! 
LIMITED 

Tefc 01254 831666 Fax: 01254 831066 

• VERDE T E E FRAME 
Steel platform, woven grass top 

• VERDE WINTER TEE 
Generous size, self-install kit 

• VERDE DRIVING MATS 
Top Quality - Long Life - Best Prices 

• ARTIFICIAL GRASSES 
Comprehensive range for pathways, 
winter tees and putting 

• DRIVING BAYS & NETS 
For club and home use 

Gabbotts Farm Barn, Bury Lane, 
Withnell, Chorley, Lancashire PR6 8SW 

www.verdesports.com email: niki@verdesports.com 
Please call for samples & information ' 

Bio-Technology 

Our 10th year supplying biotech solutions 

Thinking about a 
biological programme? 

First ask a biologist 
Contact Louisa Farthing BSc 

or Stella Inglethorpe BSc 
Tel: 01372 456101 

Email: fineturf@symbio.co.uk 

Bunker Rakes 

BUNKER RAKES 
from ALLEN POWER EQUIPMENT LTD 

14" Lightweight Rake Packed¡nios 
Complete with wooden shaft & black polyprop head 

14" Deluxe Rake packed in m 

With white flexi-shaft, white polyprop head & grip 
21" Deluxe Rake Packedinios 

With white flexi-shaft, white polyprop head & grip 
All prices + VAT Carnage at extra cost, FREE for orders of £250 plus ALIEN POWER IQIPMENT LID. The Broadway. Didcot. Oxon 0X118ES 
Tel: 01235 515400 Fa* 01235 515401 

Email: sales@allenpower.com 

M E M B E R S B U N K E R R A K E S 
F R O M O N L Y £ 2 . 5 4 E A C H 

Strong construction complete with 
replaceable threaded handle 

12 for £2.99 each 
50 for £2.69 each 

100 for £2.54 each 
Prices are for complete rakes, delivered free. 
Rake support pegs - 70p each. 

Made in the UK by MW Dyason Ltd, 
6/10 Hitchmead Road, 

Biggleswade, S G 1 8 ONH 

Tel: 01767 317011 Fax: 01767 317186 

Construction 

Art ngton 
GOLF LTD 

S p e c i a l i s t 
G o l f C o u r s e C o n s t r u c t o r s 

CONSTRUCTOR T e l : ( 0 2 3 ) 9 2 5 9 2 3 9 0 
F a x : ( 0 2 3 ) 9 2 5 7 0 2 1 8 
M o b i l e : 0 7 7 1 0 4 5 0 4 5 4 
www.art ington-golf .co.uk 

Email: ted.awcock@artington-golf.co.uk 

< 3 
MEMBER 

C O N T O U R 
G O L F • L I M I T E D 

Construction of new golf development 
and upgrading of existing courses 

Tel: 01327 879464 
Fax: 01327 705777 
1 Jubilee Cottages, Norton Rd, 
Daventry, Northants NN11 5LS 

Irish Office no. 064 39965 

2000 Limited 

• Construction • Remodelling 
• Reservoir Works 

T e l : 0 1 6 0 4 4 6 8 9 0 8 
F a x : 0 1 6 0 4 4 7 4 8 5 3 

www.deltagolf2000.co.uk 
180 Ruskin Road, Kingsthorpe, 

Northampton NN2 7TA 

J & E E L Y 
GOLF COURSE 

CONSTRUCTION 
Reading, Berks 

Tel/Fax: 0118 9722257 
E-mail: ely@btinternet.com 

SA&lX 
40th Anniversary ^ 

1961 -2001 V \ V oBAQEC 

www.elygolfconstruction.com 

J f i j f 
S p e c i a l i s t s 

in Golf 
C o u r s e 

C o n s t r u c t i o n 

JOHN GREASLEY LIMITED 
"Ashfield House" «1154 Melton Road 

Syston • Leicester • LE7 2HB 

S T \ Tel: 0116 269 6766 
Mobile: 0836 553899 
Fax: 0116 269 6866 

/ T > 
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Course Equipment 

FAIRWAY 
Quality Course Equipment 
F l a g s 9 8 p H o l e C u p s £ 3 . 9 0 
S i g n s £ 4 . 9 0 Tee M a r k e r s £ 2 . 5 0 

G l a s s f i b r e F l a g P ins £ 4 . 9 0 etc etc 
PHONE OR FAX 

0161 763 7060 
T R A D E E N Q U I R I E S W E L C O M E 

Drainage 

Duncan Ross ^ ^ 

SPORTSTURF DRAINAGE SPECIALISTS 
* Latest Sportsturf trenching machinery 

* Verti Draining * Sand Slitting * Overseeding 
* Gravel Banding * Top dressing 

Design, installation and malntainence service 
Tel: 01257 255321 Fax: 01257 255327 

Appley Bridge, Wigan, Lanes 

S p e c i a l i s t s i n l a n d d r a i n a g e , 
g o l f c o u r s e c o n s t r u c t i o n a n d 

m a i n t e n a n c e 

M J ABBOTT LIMITED 
Bratch Lane, Dinton, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP3 5EB 
Tel: 01722 716361 • Fax: 01722 716828 

Keep your greens 
I0PEN ALL 

YEAR! 
t I h 

^ _ j M k • Revolutionary new 
n w p r ^ p f ^ reconstruvtion of greens 

• Fraction of the cost of traditional drainage 
Recent contracts include: Market Drayton, Trentham, 

Chase and Sandfield Golf & Driving Range 

DESIGN - INSTALLATION - S E R V I C E L I 

NORTH STAFFS IRRIGATION L T D 1 
Consulting Watering/Drainage Specialists ^ 

E-mail: NorthStaffs.lrrig@btinternet.com Ì 

0 1 7 8 5 8 1 2 7 0 6 1 

http://www.bjgolf.co.uk
mailto:cowelll@supanet.com
http://www.weedbijsters.co.uk
http://www.verdesports.com
mailto:niki@verdesports.com
mailto:fineturf@symbio.co.uk
mailto:sales@allenpower.com
http://www.artington-golf.co.uk
mailto:ted.awcock@artington-golf.co.uk
http://www.deltagolf2000.co.uk
mailto:ely@btinternet.com
http://www.elygolfconstruction.com
mailto:NorthStaffs.lrrig@btinternet.com


M J ABBOTT L IMITED 
D e s i g n , s u p p l y a n d i n s t a l l a t i o n o f 

R a î n ^ B I R D 
I r r i g a t i o n S y s t e m s 

Tel: 01722 716361 
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DESIGN 
MANUFACTURE 
SUPPLY 
INSTALLATION 

I r r i g a t i o n S y s t e m s 
for 
G o l f C o u r s e s 
S p o r t s g r o u n d s 
R e c r e a t i o n a l & 
L a n d s c a p e A r e a s 

H e a d O f f i c e 0 1 4 6 0 2 4 1 9 3 9 
S c o t t i s h O f f i c e 0 1 3 1 2 2 0 2 1 0 2 

h t t p : / / w w w . O c m i s . c o m 

Drainage. 
P Sand Slitting. 

I Vertidraining. 

Established 42 years 

ONGAR, ESSEX 
01277 890274 

SPEEDCUT CONTRACTORS 
S P O R T S T U R F 

C o n s t r u c t i o n D r a i n a g e 

S a n d s l i t t i n g R e n o v a t i o n 

K E V I N S M I T H 
O x f o r d 0 1 8 6 5 3 3 1 4 7 9 

Turfdry 
Golf Course Drainage 

Specialist 
F o r f a s t a n d f r i e n d l y U K 

s e r v i c e c a l l : 

M e l v y n T a y l o r 

o n 0 1 2 8 3 5 5 1 4 1 7 

o r 0 7 8 3 6 2 5 9 1 3 3 

W h i t e H o r s e C o n t r a c t o r s 

L i m i t e d 

SPECIALIST SPORTS TURF CONTRACTORS 

• D R A I N A G E 
• C O N S T R U C T I O N 

. R E N O V A T I O N 
• L A K E S & R E S E R V O I R S 

• D E S I G N & B U I L D 
• C O N S U L T A N C Y 

Tel: 0 1 8 6 5 7 3 6 2 7 2 
Fax: 0 1 8 6 5 3 2 6 176 

w w w . w h i t e h o r s e c o n t r a c t o r s . c o . u k 

Lodge Hill, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 2JD 

TO 
w w w . b i g g a . o r g ^ é 

Golf Mats 

Irrigation 

flutoFloui S y s t e m s L t d 

C A L L N O W F O R A L L Y O U R 
W A T E R R E Q U I R E M E N T S O N 

SPORTS GROUNDS, GOLF COURSES, 
BOWLING GREENS, COMMERCIAL 

LANDSCAPING, PRIVATE GARDENS 

TEL: 01603 759701 FAX: 01603 758200 

AUTO HOUSE, ASHTREE WORKS, MILL ROAD, 
BARNHAM BROOM, NORFOLK NR9 4DE 

YOUR COMPLETE INDEPENDANT IRRIGATION SPECIALIST 

British Turf & Landscape 
Irrigation Association 

"Quality by Association" 

I 

Our aim is to ensure 
you have the best 
possible irrigation 
system so we 
constantly monitor, 
maintain and raise 
the standards of our 
members. 
For a full list of 
members contact 
David Halford 

Tel/Fax: 07041 363130 

I R R I G A T I « D N 
Suppliers of Irrigation Equipment to Golf Courses 

Bowling Greens, Landscapes, Horticulture. 
Manufacturers of Irrigation Equipment 

Existing systems renovated and upgraded 
DESIGN • INSTALLATION • SERVICE 

Telephone: +44 (0) 1425 474614 
Fax: +44 (0) 1425 471296 
http:// www.misc.irrig.co.uk 
e mail: enquiries@misc.irrig.co.uk ! PI 

Evenproducts 
'jfrfr Water for Life 

IRRIGATION 
by HUNTER 

from 
EVENPRODUCTS LTD 

Tel: 0138641212 Fax: 01386 423769 
for Information and Advice 

Irr igation Technical Serv ices 

Design • Supply • Installation • Serv ice 
Pumps and tanks supplied 
Moleplough & trencher hire • • B M P 
All leading manufacturers equipment sen/iced AREA DEALER 
Tel: 01202 87.42.16 Mobile: 07831 24.22.05 

Irrigation 
I^Systems 
wBk For Golf Courses 

Sports 
Grounds 
Bowling 
Greens 

etc 
th'iwmm 

• Cost effective solutions 
to your irrigation problems ^ B ! 

• Indépendant professional advice ^ 
DESIGN - INSTALLATION - SERVICE \ 

NORTH STAFFS IRRIGATION LTlx 
Consulting Watering/Drainage Specialists 

E-mail: NorthStaffs.lrrig@btinternet.com 

0 1 7 8 5 8 • 2 7 Q 6 

I n d e p e n d e n t P r o f e s s i o n a l I r r i g a t i o n 

Golf Courses,Bowling Greens,Sports,Racecourses,Gardens + + + 

Design/Advice X.JFJ Servicing 

New Installations 

Supply & Sales ^ T i b 

Service Contracts 

System Upgrades 

W PC Systems 

Area c 

Cameron ^ 
Telephone 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 01765 602175 
01765 690598 

Fax 01765 603488 
Email:admin@par4.co.uk 

Area Dealer www.par4.co.uk i 

Installation. 
Service. 
Established 42 years 
ONGAR, ESSEX 
01277 890274 

äzal 

T&G _ 
I R R I G A T I O N 

Golf Course and Sports Turf 

Irrigation since 1984 

o a k d a l e . u k . c o m 

i n f o @ o a k d a l e . u k . c o m 

Phone : 0 1 4 2 7 8 7 4 2 0 0 

Fax: 0 1 4 2 7 8 7 5 3 3 3 
Design, installation and maintenance 

One of the most professional Design, Supply 
and installation services in the North. 

Trained in Golf Course management, with real 
knowledge of irrigation and Golf Course needs. 

Effortless irrigation with minimum inconvenience. 

C a l l n o w o n : 0 1 4 0 5 8 1 4 8 8 9 
Mobi le : 0 7 9 6 7 5 0 4 3 1 3 

www.watersideirrigation.co.uk 
Email: watersideirrigation@yahoo.com 

¿fon U be amazeb where we up! 

• 4 é 

WARDLE 
Consulting Engineers Ltd 
INDEPENDENT IRRIGATION CONSULTANTS 

& PROJECT MANAGERS 

Head Office: Tel/Fax: 01283 711864 
Scottish Office: 01259 742447 

E-mail: info® wardleconsulting.com 
www.wardleconsulting.com 

Speak to Europe's most experienced, 
independent consultants for objective, 

unbiased advice, before deciding 

Y O R K & M A R T I N 
P O B O X 1192 F O R D I N G B R I D G E 

H A N T S , S P 6 1 Y P , U . K . 

Tel. 01425 652087 Fax. 01425 652476 

Lake Construction/Liners 

AQUALiNE / 
r Liner Specialists 
• Ponds • Lakes • Reservoirs 

• Water features 
F r e e s u r v e y a n d a d v i s o r y s e r v i c e 

a v a i l a b l e . F o r f u r t h e r a s s i s t a n c e 

c o n t a c t R i c h a r d T h o m a s 
V 

Tel 0 1 2 9 1 - 6 2 5 1 8 6 Fax 0 1 2 9 1 - 6 2 5 1 8 5 

L i n e r s f o r l akes , p o n d s a n d 
s t o r a g e l a g o o n s f r o m t h e 
U K ' s l e a d i n g c o n t r a c t o r 

C o m p r e h e n s i v e adv i ce 
r e g a r d i n g d e s i g n a n d 
c o n s t r u c t i o n of w a t e r a r e a s 

Tel: 0 1 2 0 6 2 6 2 6 7 6 Fax: 0 1 2 0 6 262998 

E - m a i l : s a l e s @ g e o s y n t h e t i c . c o . u k 

w w w . g e o s y n t h e t i c . c o . u k 

WATERPROOFING 

SERVICES 
POND & LAKE 
LINING SPECIALISTS 

CONTACT US ON 

TEL: 01249 655539 
FAX: 01525 261103 

EMAIL: info@waterproofinsservices.com 

Line Marking 

SportsCourts 
1 UK Limited 

Suppliers of all line marking materials:-
• Ready to use line marking paint 
• Transfer wheel applicators 
• 750ml Aerosols with a selection of colours 
• Aerosol Applicators 
• Prices on request 

Tel: 01 327 340333 
Fax: 01 327 341053 
Email: info@sportscourts.co.uk 

Exclusive Leisure Ltd, 
^t'ff . 28 Cannock Street, Leicester; LE4 S 

L - M Tel: 0 I I6 233 2255 
Fax: 0 I I6 246 I56I rriGER T GOLF MATS' 
Quality mats for winter tees, 
practice areas and driving ranges. 
Any size up to 3m x 3m. 

http://www.Ocmis.com
http://www.whitehorsecontractors.co.uk
http://www.bigga.org
http://www.misc.irrig.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@misc.irrig.co.uk
mailto:NorthStaffs.lrrig@btinternet.com
mailto:admin@par4.co.uk
http://www.par4.co.uk
mailto:info@oakdale.uk.com
http://www.watersideirrigation.co.uk
mailto:watersideirrigation@yahoo.com
http://www.wardleconsulting.com
mailto:sales@geosynthetic.co.uk
http://www.geosynthetic.co.uk
mailto:info@waterproofinsservices.com
mailto:info@sportscourts.co.uk


M a c h i n e r y RAILWAY S L E E P E R S 

QUALITY 
AASSURED 
Used groundcare equipment 

Wide selection available 

DOUBLE A 
P r e s t o n h a l l Indust r ia l Es ta te , 

C u p a r , F i fe 

Tel: 01334 657602 
www.doublea.co.uk 

\ GRASS 
MACHINERY 

L a r g e s e l e c t i o n o i n e w a n d 
s e c o n d h a n d Turi M a i n t e n a n c e 

M a c h i n e r y in s t o c k . 

F R E E D E L I V E R Y I N U K . 
W a r r a n t y g i v e n . A l s o i n t e r e s t e d i n 

p u r c h a s i n g s u r p l u s m a c h i n e s . 

Tel/Fax: 01829 720280 
Mobile: 0378 063418 

M o l e C o n t r o l 

M O L E C O N T R O L 
T R A D I T I O N A L M E T H O D S U S E D 

N o r t h o f E n g l a n d c o v e r e d 

C a l l A r r e s t - A - P e s t 

T e l : 0 1 4 8 4 6 8 4 8 4 4 

p H C o n t r o l 

STRANCO 
PRODUCTS 

p H control a n d dosing systems for 
your i rr igat ion water , for i m p r o v e d 
turf quality. 

For na t ionwide instal lat ion, 
commiss ion ing , service or advice , 
p lease contact us at: -

S T R A N C O P R O D U C T S 
Priory Works, Tonbridge, Kent TNI 1 0QL 

Tel: 01732 354888 
Fax: 01732 354222 

R a i l w a y S l e e p e r s 

L A N D S C A P I N G 
GRADE S L E E P E R S 
S E L E C T E D H A R D W O O D 

Q F Q V Q U A L I T Y 
D C w I P R I C E S 

w a m m a l s o w m ^ m 

C O C K L E S H E L L P A T H M E D I A 
BULK LOADS - DISCOUNTED PRICES 

FINETURF PRODUCTS 
Tel : 0 1 3 7 5 3 6 1 6 0 6 

R A I L W A Y 

TEL: 01302 888676 FAX: 01302 880547 

•WE MILL BEAT* 
ANY 

GENUINE 
QUOTE 

I WOODEN AND CONCRETE SLEEPERS 
I BEST PRICES ON ALL GRADES AND SIZES 
I CROSSING TIMBERS, TELEGRAPH POLES 
I NEW AND SECONDHAND 
I A QUALITY ASSURED COMPANY 
I NATIONWIDE DELIVERY 

T H O U S A N D S I N S T O C K 

T e l : 0 1 3 0 2 3 6 5 2 2 2 
Fax: 0 1 3 0 2 341691 

TRACKWORK LTD 
w.tr»ckwork.co.uk & www.railwaysleepers.uk.com 

Email: sales@trackworkxo.uk 

R o o t Z o n e 

B A N K S A M E N I T Y P R O D U C T S L T D 
SUPPLIERS OF 

F E N D R E S S ™ R O O T Z O N E T O U S G A 
E C O N O M Y R O O T Z O N E 

P I V O T M I X E S 
FOR A COMPETITIVE QUOTATION CALL 

O I 8 5 8 4 6 4 3 4 6 / 4 3 3 0 0 3 

S p o r t s N e t t i n g 

» TARGET GREENS 

» ANTI-BALL PLUGGING NETS 

» PADDED & NET BAY DIVIDERS 

• BUNKER MEMBRANE 

» PERIMETER FENCING 

• BALL-STOP NET 

• ANTI-DAZZLE NETTING 

. FR<e2B3 
TEACHING GOLF NET & FRAME 

GRASS GERMINATION 

For further information please contact 

+44 (0)117 966 9684 

T o p s o i l 

R o l a w r f 

Topsoil you can t rus t 
• T w o S A F E q u a l i t y l o a m s — s c r e e n e d 

o r b l e n d e d 

• A v a i l a b l e all y e a r a t s h o r t n o t i c e 

• B l e n d e d l o a m s u p p l i e d i n c u b i c 
m e t r e b a g s 

• S c r e e n e d l o a m in b u l k d i r e c t t o s i te 

• B a c k u p o f R o l a w n 
For p r i ces a n d s a m p l e s , 
cal l : 0 1 9 0 4 7 5 7 3 1 4 

or emai l : i a n . e l w i c k @ r o l a w n . c o . u k 

T o p D r e s s i n g s 

B A N K S A M E N I T Y P R O D U C T S L T D 
EXCLUSIVE MANUFACTURERS OF 

F E N D R E S S G R E E N T O P ™ & 
F E N D R E S S ™ T O P D R E S S I N G S 

SUPERIOR, CONSISTENT TOP DRESSINGS AT 
A F F O R D A B L E P R I C E S 

T E L : 0 1 8 5 8 4 6 4 3 4 6 / 4 3 3 0 0 3 

! B O U R N E i 

Manufacturers of quality dressings, including 
green organic, fensoil & loams, for fairways, 

greens & tees, in loads of all sizes 

Serving the South of England. 

Tel: (01797) 252298 Fax: (01797) 253115 

LOVÊE LTD 
QUARRY ft CONCRETE PRODUCTS 

P r o d u c e r s of a l l t ypes of qua l i t y 
spec ia l i s t s a n d s a n d top d r e s s i n g 
for Golf C o u r s e s , P lay ing F ie lds 
a n d Spor ts P i t c h e s 

Cowbog, New Pitsligo, Fraserburgh, 
Aberdeenshire, AB43 6PR 

Tel 0 1 7 7 1 6 5 3 7 7 7 

Fax: 0 1 7 7 1 6 5 3 5 2 7 

B R I T A I N ' S N O 1 F O R 
Q U A L I T Y A N D SERVICE 

T O P D R E S S I N G • C O N S T R U C T I O N 
ROOT Z O N E S 

S A N D S • G R A V E L S • G R A S S S E E D 
SOIL • PATHWAY M A T E R I A L S 
Eaton Hall Quarry, Manchester Rd, 

Congleton, Cheshire CW12 2LU 

T e l : 0 1 2 6 0 2 8 1 8 0 1 

T r e n c h e r s 

A F TRENCHERS LTD 
Tel: 01787 311811 Fax: 01787 310888 

E-mail: sales@trenchers.co.uk 
Web site: www.trenchers.co.uk 

• Manufacturers of trenching machines 
specifically designed for sports turf 

• Digging chain and high performance 
slitting wheel combinations available 
for compact tractors 

• Larger trenching machines/slitting 
wheels for tractors up to 120hp 

• Various backfilling equipment 

Turf Growers and Innovators 

of Turfgrass Systems 

T h e C h e s t n u t s • W i l b e r f o s s 

Y o r k • Y 0 4 1 5 N T 

T e l e p h o n e : 0 1 7 5 9 3 2 1 0 0 0 

F a c s i m i l e : 0 1 7 5 9 3 8 0 1 3 0 

e - m a i l : i n f o @ i n t u r f . c o . u k 

w e b s i t e : w w w . i n t u r f . c o m 

TT ProTurf 
GROWERS 

1 A N D SUPPLIERS 
OF QUALITY CULTIVATED 

vvfe, TEES, GREENS A N D AMENITY 
\?CA " TURF COUNTRYWIDE 

T E L : 0 1 4 2 7 8 9 0 7 9 7 

F A X : 0 1 4 2 7 8 9 1 7 8 5 

Emai l : i n f o @ p r o t u r f . c o . u k 

T T ProTurf Ltd 
w w w . s l e e p e r - s u p p l i e s . c o . u k 

Crossing Timbers, 4'x 4" Posts 
and Telegraph Pofes 

T u r f D r e s s i n g s 

B A I L E Y S O F N O R F O L K 

•fr GOLF TURF DRESSINGS SAND 
£ SCREENED TOP SOIL ti FEN SOIL 

Deliveries Nationwide 
B A I L E Y ' S O F N O R F O L K 

T e l : 01603 754607 

V e r t i d r a i n i n g H i r e 

A MOORE 
T U R F M A N A G E M E N T 

C O N T R A C T O R S 

Specialist in vertidraining, direct seeding, 

over seeding for all sports grounds and 

golf courses, plus all cultivation work 

and turf laying and spraying. 

T e l : 0 1 5 3 0 8 3 6 8 9 3 

M o b i l e : 0 7 8 8 9 7 7 1 3 4 1 

P E T E R M A N N I N G T O N 

Specialist Verti-Drain Contractor for the South 
For greens, tees, fairways and sportsgrounds 
Experienced operator, competitive prices and reliable service 

Tel/Fax Peter on 01580 861211 
or Mobi le 07850 612061 

1 White Horse Cottages, Silverhill, Hurst Green, 
Etchingham, East Sussex TN19 7QA 

CONTACT T H E 
P R O F E S S I O N A L S 
F R E E P H O N E 0 5 0 0 4 3 2 1 2 0 

O R 0 7 8 0 1 2 5 6 7 6 7 
DAY OR NIGHT 

F O R A L L T Y P E S O F A E R A T I O N , 

C U L T I V A T I O N A N D S E E D I N G , 

C O N T A C T M I C H A E L S E W A R D A T 

S E W A R D T U R F M A I N T E N A N C E 

YORK 

WORTH I 
DRAINING 

v / 

VERTIDRAINING and 
HOLLOW CORING HIRE 

Distance no object 
Contact Peter Bloodworth 

Cornbecks Farm, Irnham, Grantham, 
Lincolnshire. Tel/Fax: 01476 550266 

or Paul Simpson, Manager 
Tel: 01476 585 549 Mobile: 0797 450 4793 

nj-VJi, Jrju 
S i l l i l i i l CJjJ I H i 

V i s i t o u r w e b s i t e a t 

w w w + b i s s a « o r s » u k 

a n d c h e c k o u t t h e 

l a t e s t c h a t f r o m t h e 

g r e e n k e e p i n g i n d u s t r y 

http://www.doublea.co.uk
http://www.railwaysleepers.uk.com
mailto:sales@trackworkxo.uk
mailto:ian.elwick@rolawn.co.uk
mailto:sales@trenchers.co.uk
http://www.trenchers.co.uk
mailto:info@inturf.co.uk
http://www.inturf.com
mailto:info@proturf.co.uk
http://www.sleeper-supplies.co.uk


Classified 

Job Shop 

31 year old Head Greenkeeper 
with 12 years experience in 
greenkeeping. Qualified to NVQ 
level 4 Management, including 
Spraying, Chainsaw and First Aid 
certificate. Excellent motivation, 
supervisory skills and computer 
literate. Experience in formulating 
& working to agreed budget, 
managing staff, resources and 
presentation to highest standards. 
Seeks challenging new position 
all locations considered. 

JS/126/01 

Scottish Golf Course Manager 
seeks new challenge either 
home or abroad. 
Experienced in growing-in, as 
well as all other aspects of 
greenkeeping, including 
construction, drainage, irrigation 
and machinery maintenance. 
Qualified to HNC level 

JS/125/01 

FREE online Job Shop Ads! 
If you didnt already know, BIGGA upload all recruitment advertising from the pages of Greenkeeper 
International to coincide with the launch of each issue. Many Greenkeeper members have found the online 
recruitment section to be of great benefit particularly if they have left their magazine at work! They can simply 
log on at home, to the BIGGA website, and access all of the latest jobs available in the fine turf industry. Also, if a 
member is looking for employment, their advert will appear in this database for prospective employers to read. 

Any member who has found themselves out of work as a direct result of the Foot and Mouth Outbreak may wish 
to take advantage of the BIGGA websiite to help find another club. As a special service to members the 
Association will allow you to post a Job Shop advert on the website, listing your experience and qualifications, 
offering your services free of charge. Further information can be obtained from the Sales & Marketing 
Department at BIGGA HOUSE Tel: 01347 833800 email: sales@bigga.co.uk 

Please note: This offer onty applies to website adverts and not those which you wish to appear in Greenkeeper International. 

Please print clearly, and keep your entry to under 100 words. 

ONLINE RECRUITMENT 

. »Check out, 
www.bigga.org.uk 

Mfor the latest. 
vacancies 

From the fineturf industry 

OFFICE USE ONLY 

JSW 

Name 

Club/Company * 

Address — 

Tel: Fax: 

Email: 

Send your completed order form to: Jennifer Whichello, Cheryl Broomhead or Meredith Foster, 
Greenkeeper International, BIGGA HOUSE, Aldwark, Alne, York Y O 6 1 lUF, or fax the form to us 

on 0 1 3 4 7 8 3 3 8 0 2 . Alternatively, you can also email your copy to sales@bigga.co.uk 

Recruitment 
KNOLE PARK GOLF CLUB 

Require an 

ASSISTANT 
GREENKEEPER 

Applicants should be qualified to minimum NVQ2 with 
Spraying Certificates PA1A, PA2 & PA6. 

Salary negotiable according to experience. 

Applications in writing with CV to: 

The Secretary, Knole Park Golf Club, 
Seal Hollow Road, Sevenoaks, Kent, TN15 OHJ 

LANGDON HILLS GOLF CENTRE 
Requires a 

DEPUTY HEAD GREENKEEPER 
Applicants should have appropriate qualifications 

inclusive of spraying certificate. Knowledge of machinery 
and irrigation systems would be an advantage. 

Apply with C.V.to; 

Head Greenkeeper, Langdon Hills Golf Centre, 
Lower Dunton Road, Bulphan, Essex RM14 3TY 

Sutton Green Golf Club 
Require an 

Assistant Greenkeeper 
We are looking for an enthusiastic and hard working greenkeeper 

to join our existing team. 

N V Q Level 2 with PAI, 2 and 6 qualifications preferred. 

Salary in line with BIGGA rates 

N o accommodation 

Apply in writing with full CV to: 

Nathan Kimsing, Head Greenkeeper 
Sutton Green Golf Club, N e w Lane, Guildford, Surrey GU4 7QF 

TOWER GOLF CLUB, GDANSK, POLAND 
Tower Golf Club, Gdansk, Poland are seeking a Head Greenkeeper or Assistant 
Greenkeeper (willing to take on the responsibilities of a Head Greenkeeper). 
BIGGA qualified individuals are preferred and should send a CV to the 
following address; Attn. Al Brasseaux, Tower Golf Club, ul. Wladyslawa IV 
13C, 80-547 Gdansk, Poland or via e-mail, mark@tti.com.pl 

The individual selected will be responsible for the co-ordination and 
construction of the golf course (presently under construction) and the 
training of local nationals. A willingness to learn the Polish language and 
communicate with management is a must. 

A competitive salary, accommodation and transport will be provided. 
The deadline for entries is 15 July 2001. 

mailto:sales@bigga.co.uk
http://www.bigga.org.uk
mailto:sales@bigga.co.uk
mailto:mark@tti.com.pl


Recruitment 
SCOTSCRAIG GOLF CLUB 

E S T 1817 

Invites applications for the position of 

COURSE 
MANAGER 

Scotscraig Golf Club is one of the oldest golf clubs in the country, and is currently 
on The Royal & Ancient list of Final Qualifying courses for "The Open". 

This is a new appointment and offers an exciting and challenging position. 
The successful candidate will be a fully qualified greenkeeper who can 

demonstrate ability in forward planning, budgeting, organisation, 
man management, interpersonal and communications skills. 

The Club have recently installed a full irrigation system with computer 
control and a skill in this area is also essential. 

An attractive remuneration package will be available to the right candidate. 

Applications which will be treated in strictest confidence, should include a detailed 
career history to date, current salary, and references, and sent to: 

Barrie D. Liddle, Managing Secretary, Scotscraig Golf Club, 

Golf Road, Tayport, Fife DD6 9DZ 

Closing date for applications - 6th August 2001 

A full job description is available upon request. 

ROYAL B L A C K H E A T H G O L F C L U B 
IS A PRIVATE MEMBERS CLUB, INSTITUTED IN 1608 

WE CURRENTLY REQUIRE A 

HEAD 
GREENKEEPER 
F O R O U R 1 8 - H O L E P A R K L A N D C O U R S E 

T h e successful applicant will possess the appropriate qualifications 
and be experienced in all aspects of golf course management , 

wi th skills to supervise an established greenkeeping team. 
Excellent salary and condit ions available to right applicant. 

Applications in writing, together wi th your C.V 

should be addressed to: 

T h e Secretary, Royal Blackheath G o l f C l u b , 
C o u r t Road, L o n d o n SE95 5AP 

Marketing Directors £ Attractive 
+ benefits 

Could you maximise your company's online 
presence for your primary target audience? 
BIGGA's online statistics have revealed the most viewed area on our website to be the recruitment section. 
Regularly receiving an average of 1,355 individual user session visits every month, this area of the BIGGA 
website has, in fact, received over 12,220 individual user session visits since its' relaunch just 9 months ago. 

Opportunities now exist for creative, forward thinking professionals to utilise their knowledge and skills 
to implement a strong marketing presence within this rapidly expanding commercial area. We are looking for 
candidates who can see the long-term potential of building strong links with the Association, and understand 
the importance of targetted marketing. Previous experience of handling advertising budgets is desirable. 

Attractive financial packages will be dependent on experience, but monthly sponsorship rates for 
successful candidates will start at £400 per single month sponsorship, rising to £1,000 following a 
successful 3 month sponsorship period. 

Benefits will include: Your 'brand' being associated with a proven market-leader; The ability to entice 
more than 1,355 potential online customers to your site every month; Increased traffic to your site. 

For further information please surf to: www.bigga.org.uk/opportunities.html 

For an application form, please contact Jennifer Whichello 
on 01347 833800 or email jennifer@biggaxo.uk 
All applications will be treated in the strictest confidence. Closing date for applications: August 14,2001 

j r r 

m 
— B I G G A 

http://www.bigga.org.uk/opportunities.html
mailto:jennifer@biggaxo.uk


Recruitment 

THE 

LOIS 
GOL 

DON 
CLUB 

ASSISTANT 
GREENKEEPER 

The London Golf Club is one of the premier complexes in Europe, 
with two championship courses designed by Jack Nicklaus and his 
company Golden Bear. Set in 650 acres of the Kent countryside, the 
club is situated 25 miles south of London. 
Equipped with the latest machinery and one of the most modern 
maintenance facilities in the industry, the successful applicant will 
experience high standards of greenkeeping, with excellent training 
provision. The position presents great opportunities for the right 
person to progress, in our 30 man team. 
We are looking for an enthusiastic, conscientious and self motivated 
greenkeeper with experience. 

Applicants should hold, or be looking to gain relevant qualifications. 
Remuneration will be commensurate with qualifications and experience. 

Please apply in writing by 6th August enclosing a full C.V to; 

Mr Peter Todd, Golf Courses Manager, The London Golf Club PLC, 
South Ash Manor Estate, Ash, Sevenoaks, Kent TN15 7EN 

ABRIDGE GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB 
Require an 

ASSISTANT 
GREENKEEPER 

For their mature 18 hole parkland course. 

Applicants should have a minimum of two years 
experience and have NVQ Level 2 or equivalent. 

Spraying certificates an advantage. 

Salary in line with the Standing Committee 
minimum recommendations. 

Apply with full CV to 

The Manager, Abridge Golf & Country Club, 
Epping Lane, Stapleford Tawney, Essex, RM4 1ST 

SOUTH HEREFORDSHIRE GOLF CLUB 

Requires a 

HEAD GREENKEEPER 
To work on 18 hole course with an attached 9 hole Par 3 and 16 bay 
Driving Range. The ideal applicant should possess NVQ Level 3 and 
have experience at a supervisory level in their current/past position. 

Salary to be discussed. Accommodation available. 

Please send your CV to; 

Roger Lee, South Herefordshire Golf Club, Twin Lakes, Upton Bishop, 
Nr. Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire HR9 7UA 

PENRITH 

G - f i f e 

\ 1 8 9 0 7 

Requires a 

HEAD 
GREENKEEPER 

Penrith Golf Club which was founded in 1890 is a private members 
club and is situated in a splendid location between the delights of 
the Eden Valley in Cumbria and the majesty of the Lakeland hills 

which provide a magnificent backdrop to this par 69 course. 

The successful applicant must be self-motivated with suitable 
experience and sound knowledge of all turf maintenance practices. 
They will have overall responsibility for the course and should be 

equipped to develop budgets, work schedules, course and 
machinery maintenance plans and have strong man management 

and motivation skills to manage a small team of five. 

Free golf membership will be available and remuneration will 
be commensurate with qualifications and experience. 

No accommodation available. 

Please apply in writing including CV to; 

The Secretary, Penrith Golf Club, 
Salkeld Road, Penrith, Cumbria CA11 8SG 

PENRITH 
[GOLF CLUB] 



Signs are here to stay and Sandy McDivot 
has made full use of an array of such 
notices at Sludgecombe Pay and Play. 

of the times 

I suppose if I was to be brutally frank 
with myself and using management 
consultant's parlance, 1 would nave to 
be classified as a resistor to change. 
But as I enter the realms of dodder-
ing senility, even I have to occasionally 
make way for the unstoppable 
momentum of change. 

For example, it was not many years 
ago that I was totally convinced that 
computers had little place in the lives 
of we greenkeepers. Today however I 
have come to the conclusion that 
greenkeeping life without them would 
be all but impossible. 

Another item that I have in the past 
had little regard for is the sign. I have 
always possessed the deeply held 
belief that being artificial they detract 
greatly from the aesthetic appeal of 
the golf courses that we so painstak-
ingly help to create. I also believe that 
they have little actual value as a means 
of passing on information to the golf-
ing public. For example, a venerable 
former Captain once suggested to me 

that a carefully worded sign placed in 
a certain position would help ensure 
the prevention of the odd accident or 
two. He was apparendy oblivious to 
the fact that just such a sign had been 
in the very place he mentioned for 
the previous 12 months. 

You see the fact is, golfers notice 
only a very few things when playing 
golf. They see the golf ball, they form 
in their minds eye a straight line to 
that golf ball ana if that line crosses 
a directive in the form of a white line, 
sign or rope that suggests they take a 
detour from that line, they fail to 
make visual contact with it. Often 
they notice such things as the noisy 
machine that a greenkeeper is work-
ing with on an adjacent fairway but 
rarely have any awareness of the near-
by busy roaa or the jet aeroplanes 
overhead. 

Often on a ladies' day I have been 
instructed that no greenkeeper will be 
allowed within a nve-mile radius of 
the golf course, but to my knowledge 
they have not yet rang up our coun-
ty's international airports to inform 
them that due to their Summer 
Invitational the days flights will have 
to be suspended. 

So you see the purpose of the sign 
had always seemed to me to be some-
what superfluous. But I write in the 
past tense as like the computer I have 
now arrived at the conclusion that 
signs can play a very important role 
in the lives of we greenkeepers. The 
reason for my about turn, is the trend 
in more recent years towards litiga-
tion. The fear of prosecution and 
associated public humiliation has 

meant the sign has become to me 
what the shoe is to Imelda Marcos. 

My course has become flooded with 
them. If we are spraying, signs are put 
out that not only warn of the perils 
of the murderous chemicals that we 
are applying, but also advise that 
those that suspect themselves of being 
susceptible to the effects of these evil 
toxins should effectively go home and 
never return. I have learnt that there 
are many who have convinced them-
selves that within the spray tank we 
have concocted a cocktail of dioxin 
and botulin in a plutonium carrier 
and so I err on the side of caution. 

I have not as yet felt the need to 
post those gory skin disease pho-
tographs that can be found within the 
pages of "The Lancet" as evidence of 
the consequences of straying within 
the two mile total exclusion zone that 
surrounds the sprayer, but who knows 
what the future will bring. 

But other areas come in for the sign 
treatment. Slopes, adjacent fairways, 
blind shots, bridges, you name it, at 
Sludgecombe Pay and Play there's a 
warning sign for just about every-
thing. In snort, I have come to treat 
the sign as something of an insurance 
policy against legal action. The way I 
see it is, if McDonalds can be suc-
cessfully prosecuted for a million 
dollars or so because their coffee was 
too hot, then I am sure we green-
keepers are vulnerable to similar legal 
pursuance. 

Now I have to confess I have not 
lost too much sleep over Mr 
McDonalds' misfortune but when 
you hear cases of children suing their 

parents because they are too ugly and 
should therefore of been aware of the 
likelihood of their offspring suffering 
the same fate, then I do get a little 
anxious. 

Of course such obsessive pursuit of 
damages can have its uses. A finan-
cial advisor friend recently informed 
me that anyone requiring instant 
wealth should break his or her leg in 
an American airport. Apparently such 
accidents result in an immediate, no 
quibble, out of court settlement of 
about a million pounds sterling these 
days. This one seemed to get Mrs 
McDivot somewhat excited, although 
I was not altogether sure whom sne 
thought would meet with this unfor-
tunate accident. 

But the mere act of putting a sign 
up does not necessarily mean immu-
nity from prosecution. In fact I do not 
discount the probability of the day 
arriving when we are sued for the 
entire wealth of ourselves and the next 
20 generations of our families, 
because a golf ball has rebounded off 
one such warning sign and caused per-
manent disfigurement to someone in 
the form of a slight bruise. 

There are other ways our signage 
could result in a visit to court. For 
example there is the question of the 
call through hole. This is a great 
favourite among committee men and 
women and involves a sign request-
ing that people call the following 
group through when reaching a par 
three green. The theory behind this 
one is that they are in some way 
speeding up play. This may or may 
not be the case but what the sign is 



really saying is when you get near to 
the green you are required to invite 
the next group of golfers to hit golf 
balls at you. Now I don't know about 
you but in my humble opinion that 
is just asking for trouble. 

A golf course near to me has an array 
of signs just about everywhere. As you 
drive into the car park, the first one 
you see states visitors must only park 
in the rear car park. This immediate-
ly gives the impression that visitors 
are an unwelcome parasite that are 
not worthy of the car park adjacent 
to the clubhouse but instead have to 
hide their beaten up old bangers 
around the back so as not to offend 
the members. The next one you see 
tells you that mobile phones are not 
allowed in the car park, clubhouse, 
golf course or any of the vertical air-
space above the same. 

This requirement was confirmed to 
me when someone I was with, acci-
dentally had his go off while in the 
pro shop. He was immediately 
pounced upon by irate members and 
thoroughly admonished for bringing 
these symbols of Lucifer into their 
temple. But the thing about this 
course, was that it was located in a 
retirement area and had a steep slope 
at its furthest reaches affectionately 
known as "Cardiac Hill" due to the 
number of elderly members who while 
climbing up it had finally succeeded 
in conquering their habit of living. 

The membership was to put it mild-
ly, getting on a bit. In fact the worry 
was, an especially harsh winter could 
wipe half of them out in one go. Now 
the Head Greenkeeper had personal-

ly witnessed nine of them exit this 
world, so what would happen at this 
club, if while at the far end of the 
course someone suffered a heart 
attack and required urgent medical 
attention. If due to the prohibition of 
mobiles that person dies while their 
partner risks his or her own life in 
running back to the clubhouse to 
fetch help, then what is the clubs legal 
position. 

Surely they were aware of the poten-
tial threat to life that they could be 
posing by the implementation of this 
ban. Would they then be open to pros-
ecution? 

Of course signs on golf courses are 
not only used to warn of potential 
danger. They are also needed as a 
means of direction. I am sure I am not 
alone in witnessing golfers walking 
onto a tee adjacent to the preceding 
green and not quite being able to work 
out how according to the card, the 
hole they face should be a short par 
three when all they can see is a green 

some five hundred yards distant. 
To such golfers the concept of 

numerical order is often a difficult one 
to grasp and so they require signage 
to direct them to the correct part of 
the course. I remember the story of 
how two visiting Americans once 
played golf at Royal St George's only 
to stray mid round onto the neigh-
bouring Princes Golf Club. Amazingly 
they finished the round, had lunch in 
the wrong clubhouse and only realised 
something was wrong when they 
could not find their car in the car park. 
Then there was the unfortunate case 
of the poorly directed newly appoint-
ed greenkeeper at Sunningdale 
Ladies' Golf Club who was asked to 
rake bunkers. 

He would of benefited greatly from 
a direction sign as somehow after rak-
ing the bunkers on the Ladies course 
he managed to end up on the Old 
course at Sunningdale. 

This is a course that apart from bor-
dering the Ladies Club was otherwise 
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entirely unrelated. The poor appren-
tice then worked his way through the 
bunkers on the Old and then onto 
those of the New Course. It appeared 
the actual Sunningdale greenkeepers 
who witnessed this, did not inform 
the hapless apprentice of his errors. 

They reasoned that he was doing 
such a fine job of raking their bunkers 
why would they want to stop him. 

But no matter how many signs we 
ut out, we can never cover ourselves 
•or every eventuality. A quick glance 
through the pages of Golfers 
Handbook reveals that two women 
once died on the course when an aero-
plane hit them. In another three 
separate cases, golfers have died when 
their golf shafts have broken mid 
swing, rebounded off inanimate 
objects and plunged into their bodies. 

Now try doing a risk assessment on 
those! 

Sandy McDivot, Head Greenkeeper, 
Sludgecombe Pay and Play 
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July '99; Carnoustie. Golf Course 
Furniture, Spike Research, Toro 
profile, BIGGA Silent Auction 

August '99; Viscount Whitelaw 
tribute; Open review; Merrist Wood; 
Saltex preview; Turf; Trees; Grass 
Cutting; BIGGA Golf Day review; 
Redexim profile 

September '99; Slaley Hall; Tyres; 
Spotlight on Thatch; Elmwood 
College Awards; National 
Championship preview 

October '99; The Manor House, 
Castle Combe; Aeration; Saltex 
review; Mycorrhizas; Toro Award 
preview 

November '99; Sir Michael 
Bonallack interview; The Pines GC; 
Oil; Bunkers; National Championship 

December '99; Agronomy; Security; 
Environment Competition Winner; 
Toro Award Winners 

January 2000; Greens Construction; 
Awkward Jobs; Sandy McDivot; 
Agronomy; Toro Award review 

February 2000; BTME2000 review; 
Committed to Green interview; Rookery 
Park GC; Engines; Chairman's profile; 
Environmental Management 

March 2000; Cleobury Mortimer GC; 
Course Furniture; R8A Conference 
Report; Cutting heights; Avoncrop pro-
file; Valderrama report; Westurf preview 

April 2000; Fortrose & Rosemarkie GC; 
Utility Vehicles; Irrigation; Seed breeding; 
Gem Professional profile. 

May 2000; Ross-on-Wye GC; Top 
Dressing; Course Mapping; Compact 
Tractors 

June 2000; National Championship 
preview; Spraying; World Education 
Conference review; Environmental 
Management; Mowers 

July 2000; Open Championship 
Preview; Dougal Duguid Court Case 
Report; Pest Control; Aventis profile; 
Course Conditioning 

August 2000; Open Championship 
review; Water Features; Saltex preview; 
Charcoal; Malone GC; Royal County 
Down; Grand Tour Scholarship 

September 2000; Blowers and 
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National Championship roundup; Gordon 
McKillop interview; Winter health checks 

October 2000; Toro Awards Preview; 
Ronald Fream; Irrigation; Saltex Review; 
Pest Control; Wobum GC 

November 2000; Grass Cutting 
Machinery; Clandeboye GC; Drainage; 
National Championship review; 
Leatherjacket management 

December 2000; Toro Awards; 
Making the most of your Dealer; Budget 
Boosters; BTME2001 preview; BIGGA/ 
Bemhards CGSA delegation preview 

January 2001 ; Communication; Tyres; 
Turf diseases; Kingsbarns Golf Links; 
Environment Competition Winner - Dyke 
GC; Talking Heads - Pest Control 

February 2001; BTME2001 review; 
Winter Mowing; Irrigation; Broadstone 
GC; Hedges; Security 

March 2001 ; York GC; Greens 
Maintenance; Meland GC, Norway; 
Greens Mowers; BIGGA Essay Winner; 
Grass Science profile 

April 2001 ; Lightning detection; 
Brockett Hall GC; CGSA report; Fairway 
Mowers; Irrigation; Sward renovation; 
BIGGA Essay winner; Turf Disease 

May 2001 ; Foot and Mouth Disease 
Special Report; Maintenance Facility 
report; Bunker Sand; ATVs; RainBird 
Profile; Fineturf Genetics; BTME2002 
countdown; Electric-powered machines 

June 2001 ; Stoke Park Club profile; 
Stuart Cagle MG; Tractors; Leaf Spot 
~ e; Take All Patch; Construction 
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Don't. 

I firmly believe that nature 
will sort itself out and I 
would urge everyone within 
our industry to remain calm. 
A good summer season from 
now on will help to put 
everyone in a positive mood. 

We are now well into the golfing sea-
son, we've already had the Volvo PGA 
Championship at Wentworth and we 
are looking forward to The Open at 
Royal Lytham and St Annes. 

The Support Team at Wentworth, 
operating for the first time over all four 
days, was a huge success and everyone, 
particularly Regional Administrator 
Derek Farrington, should be warmly 
congratulated of their efforts. His 
Midland colleague, Peter Larter, also 
turned up to help out and we were all 
grateful for his support as well. 

Fortunately their work was confined 
to raking bunkers and not squeegeeing 
but I know that Chris Kennedy appre-
ciated the fart that the team was there 
for such work if it were needed. 

I was most impressed by the salu-
brious hospitality facility that the Tour 
gave the team as its base. Overlooking 
the 18th green and air conditioned we 
could not have wished for better. 

But I can't overstate the thanks due 
to the members who gave four days 
out of their lives, particularly over a 
bank holiday, to work on the team. 

Hopefully you 
all enjoyed it and 
can earn enough 
Brownie points at 
home between 
now and next year 
to be able to do the 
same in 2002. 

On my own 
patch we held a 

Surrey Section event at North Hants 
Golf Club. I know it sounds as though 
it shouldn't belong to the Surrey 
Section but it is only just over the coun-
ty border. The greens were in fantastic 
condition and a real credit to Nigel 
Stainer and his team who had done a 
great job. It was also good to see Doug 
Fernie, of Epsom Downs Golf Club, 
enjoying himself during the day It is a 
tough time for him this time every year 
as his course is taken over for the run-
ning of The Derby with cars parked all 
over the course. 

My next port of call was Drumoig 
Hotel and Golf Club, which is also 
home to the Scottish Golf Centre. It 
was great to meet up with old friends 
and meet so many new faces. 

I stayed overnight in the hotel which 
overlooks the course which meant I 
had a grand stand seat when all the 
morning preparation work got under-
way It started when I was woken by 
the sound of the sprinklers starting up 
at 3am and before long, I could watch 
all the normal tasks being carried out 
- hole changing, cutting the surrounds, 

double cutting the greens. So much 
activity, all before a golfer set foot on 
the place. I was also able to enjoy some 
of the wildlife with a heron flying over 
the course. I loved being able to watch 
the goings on wearing a different hat, 
so to speak. 

Talking about last month's magazine 
I was interested in the Stoke Park Club 
article and delighted to see a golf club 
becoming a member of the Golden Key 
Supporter of the Association. 

Hopefully this will start a new trend 
and we as an Association and the game 
in general can only benefit from that. 
I believe that Stoke Park Club has 
shown real foresight. 

On a more general note it is disap-
pointing to see that Foot and Mouth 
has not gone away yet with more cas-
es being discovered in Yorkshire. I 
firmly believe that nature will sort itself 
out and I would urge everyone within 
our industry to remain calm. A good 
summer season from now on will help 
to put everyone in a positive mood. 

Clive Osgood, Chairman 


