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YOU'VE 
GOT MAIL! 

If you've got an email account, and want to 
keep up to date with the latest news and 
events from the turfcare industry, drop us 
an email, and we'll add you to our ever 
increasing list of online subscribers. 
We'll then inform you of any forthcoming 
features and events via email. 

Simply send an email to: 

updates@bigga.co.uk 
quoting your name and Membership number, 
and we'll do the rest - it's that easy! 

Your next issue of Greenkeeper Internat iona! 
wi l l be w i t h you by August 13, 2 0 0 1 

Regulars 

N e w s 
Pages 4,5,6 and 7 

7 Letters 

8 Education 
Educaton and Training Manager, Ken Richardson, keeps you 
updated on educational developments 

1 0 Membersh ip U p d a t e 

11 Web Watch 

38 -41 Around the Green 

4 8 Sign of the T imes 
Sandy McDivot takes his usual irreverent look at the world of signs 

5 0 Features Listing 
Helping you track down some of Greenkeeper International's 
previous articles 

5 0 As I see it... 
Don't Panic! National Chairman Clive Osgood, calls for cool heads 
when it comes to coping with the pressures brought about by the 
flooding and Foot and Mouth Outbreak 

Features 

( T ? ) A new man at the Helm 

( ^ 2 ? ) Grasses for Greens 

1 2 A new man at the He lm 
Scott MacCallum met up with Royal Lytham & St Annes 
Head Greenkeeper, Paul Smith, in the run up to his first 
Open Championship in charge 

17 T ime for Tees 
Roland Taylor takes a look at the the world of tees mowers 

22 G r a s s e s f o r G r e e n s 
Steve Gingell, of the STRI, reviews the 
options when it comes to grass for greens 

2 9 Ferti l i ty Rights (not wrongs) 
Mark Hunt gives some useful advice when it comes 
to planning a fertiliser regime for your greens 

3 4 Room to G r o w 
Scott MacCallum met up with new John Deere 
General Manager, Clay Sherrill 

Fert i l i ty Rights (not wrongs) 

( 4 ? ) Sandy McD ivo t 

Visit www«bissa*ors*uk and check out the 
latest chat from the greenkeeping industry 
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BIGGA survey: An excellent response 

The month of July is the highlight for many with 
The Open Championship acting as a magnet for 
golf lovers from all over the world. 

It is a marvellous event both on and off the course 
as it's the perfect opportunity to see the world's 
finest exponents of the game up close and also meet 
friends you perhaps haven't seen for the entire 12 
months. 

In this regard BIGGA is extremely fortunate. Not 
only does me hard working BIGGA Support Team 
have the chance to play a key role in one of the 
biggest events in the sporting calendar but the 
BIGGA marquee is a superb base for members to 
meet and enjoy a bit of refreshment between watch-
ing live golf. 

Having said that, with television sets in the mar-
quee some people do tend to settle in for an 
afternoon in front of the box and the delights of 
Peter Alliss and Alex Hay rather than seeing the 
action first hand. 

This year, Lytham St Annes plays host to the 
Championship, and the course has been prepared 
for a Open for the first time by Paul Smith and his 
team. 

Paul was First Assistant to Jimmy MacDonald 
MBE last time the Championship was played there 
in 1996, and that experience, coupled with that 
acquired since he started out in the profession as a 
16 year old apprentice at St Annes Old Links, will 
stand him in good stead when the media spotlight 
falls on the course. 

You can read about Paul's preparations for The 
Open elsewhere in this issue but you can be sure 
that the conditions which face the 156 competi-
tors, who tee it up on Thursday, July 19, to face 
Lytham's daunting opening par-3, will be as good 
as the weather in the run up to the Championships 
has allowed. 

My first experience of Royal Lytham came in 
1988 when Seve Ballesteros went head to head 
with Nick Price and produced some miraculous golf 
to win. We can all recall the wonderful chip he 
played from the side of the green which all but went 
in. 

In the midst of such heroics it was easy to forget 
that Seve held the Claret Jug aloft on the Monday 
afternoon and not the Sunday Horrendous rain 
caused Saturday's third round to be washed out 
and we all had to amend our diaries to allow for 
another day While this was inconvenient for many 
it was nothing compared to the work Jimmy 
Macdonald and his team, with the help of the 
BIGGA Greenkeeping Support Team had to do to 
make the course playable for the Sunday and the 
Monday In such occasions people can show their 

true qualities and it was not just 
Seve who deserved all the acco-

lades that year, behind the 
scenes there were a great 
many more. 

Hopefully Paul and his 
team will not have to pull the 

stops out to such an extent this 
year and will have a suc-

cessful, and quiet Open 
Championship. 

As this edition of Greenkeeper 
International goes to press, Mike 
Williamson of M W Associates is 
busy analysing the responses to 
the market research survey we 
reported on in March. 

"The response to the survey 
has been excellent," said Mike. 

"We have received completed 
questionnaires from 570 BIGGA 
members, and have conducted 
about 150 telephone interviews 
with companies and organisa-
tions in the golf industry, as well 

as representatives of golf clubs 
and greenkeepers who are not 
currently BIGGA members. A lot 
of people have applauded BIG-
GA for having the survey carried 
out - and are looking forward to 
hearing the outcome!" 

As a first step, Mike 
Williamson will be reporting key 
findings from the research to the 
BIGGA Board at their June meet-
ing. The Board will then decide 
on the best way of considering, 
and responding to, the detailed 

results that will be in the full 
report. 

In the meantime, Mike passes 
on his thanks to all those who 
took the time to respond, often 
very fully, to the questionnaires 
and interviews. And Mike's com-
miserations to the 569 members 
who did not win the £ 100 vouch-
er in the questionnaire prize 
draw. 
(The lucky winner was Stephen Curtis, 
Head Greenkeeper of Richmond Park 
GC in Norfolk. 

Scottish National Championship 

A superb round of 73 around 
the long and testing Drumoig 
Hotel Golf Resort in Fife by five 
handicapper Stuart Raeburn 
clinched the 2001 Scottish 
National Tournament. 

The 22 year-old First Assistant 
to current National Past 
Chairman Elliott Small, played 
near the back of the field and 
overhauled the scores of Stuart 
Taylor, from Glasgow Golf Club, 
and Richard Love, of Kilmacolm, 
who had been out earlier in the 

day and posted fine scores. 
Although windless, the home 

of the Scottish Golf Centre test-
ed everyone with its succession 
of long par fours and fives not 
to mention an array of par-3 s in 
excess of 200 yards. 

Beautifully maintained by Ian 
Menzies and his team the 10 
year-old course, just a few miles 
inland of St Andrews, required 
proficiency with every club in 
the bag to achieve a score any-
where close to handicap. 

Results 

Scottish Champion. SGGA 
Challenge Cup, Scratch, 
Stuart Raeburn, Tulliallan, 73. 

Friendship Trophy, Best Net, 
Stephen Brown, Newmachar, 68. 

Category One, Ransomes Trophy 
1. George Thompson, Goswick, 72; 
2. James McCormack, Kirriemuir, 73BIH; 
3. Archie Dunn, Auchterarder, 73. 

Category Two. Pattisson Trophy. 
1 .Craig Pennycuick, Winterfield, 72-, 
2. Colin Irvine, Muirfield, 74; 
3. Alan Russell, Torphin Hill, 76 BIH. 

Category 3 STRI Trophy. 
1. Andy Wilson, Brechin, 73; 
2. Albert Arnott, Lochore Meadows, 76; 
3. Colin Scott, Glasgow, 80. 

Best Head GK, Dick Aitken Trophy, 
Stuart Taylor, Glasgow, 73. 

Best Assistant, M&M Trophy, 
Kenneth Mitchell, St Andrews, 74. 

Best Apprentice, Souter Trophy, 
Richard Love, Kilmacolm, 74. 

Best Veteran, SIGGA Trophy, 
Duncan Gray, Pines, 75. 

Team Trophy (Best four net scores) 
St Mungo Cup, North - Stephen Brown, 
James McCormack, Andy Wilson and 
John Urquhart. 

Trade: Pat Allan, Stewarts. 

Guest; Scott MacCallum, BIGGA. 

Stephen 
boxes clever 
at John 
O'Gaunt 

Stephen Thompson, of John 
O'Gaunt Golf Club who has pre-
viously reported on the success 
of the bird boxes installed on the 
course has further good news to 
report. 

"So far 11 our of 14 tit boxes 
have been accepted and we have 
84 young blue tits ranging in age 
from half a day to 14 days. 31 
blue tits were ringed and we also 
had a nest containing three 
young great tits," said Stephen. 

The majority of the boxes were 
put up in February and March 
this year to give the birds time 
to get used to them and possi-
bly to roost in them. 

"Out of six open fronted box-
es one was used and a complete 
nest found, presumably used by 
a wren," said Stephen. 

"This was the first year for 
these boxes and it was very suc-

cessful," said Stephen who 
works closely with Peter 
Wilkinson of Bird life 
International, who was able to 
ring some of the birds. 
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You may have heard their 
names mentioned in 

conversation, or even seen 
them in print, but have you ever 
wondered who the individuals 
are who help BIGGA to run so 

smoothly as the leading 
Association in the fine turf 

industry? Read on... 

PGA team: A real credit to their Association 

BIGGA Board Member 
for Scotland 
Name: Jim Paton 

Golf Club: West Kilbride GC 

Association Position: 
Board Member for Scotland 

How long have you been a 
member of BIGGA? 
Since its inception in 1987. 

Where do you hope the 
Association will be in 
10 years time? 
Having a greater regional identity 
with full time Regional Administrators 
and their own regional offices. 

For what would you most 
like to be remembered? 
Being on the board at a very 
important time in the Association's 
development - moving into our own 
offices and taking giant leaps forward 
generally. 

For what would you least 
like to be remembered? 
Some of the pictures Scott has taken 
of me for the magazine. 

Why did you take on a more 
involved role in the running 
of the Association? 
Being more involved has enabled me 
to assist in bettering the lot of the 
greenkeeper. 

Name one thing which would 
improve the Association? 
If every greenkeeper joined the 
Association. 

What is your claim to fame 
(None, not acceptable)? 
Former Open Champion Mark 
Calcavecchia giving me his clubs 
after a round in the '91 Open at Royal 
Birkdale. Any offers? 

Describe BIGGA in 15 words. 
(15ish!) Better greenkeepers 
through education, Improved golf 
courses, Gains for members, Great 
social opportunities, Advances in 
standards throughout. 

Greenkeepers came from Denmark, 
Scotland, Wales and England to vol-
unteer their services for the Volvo 
PGA Championship held at The 
Wentworth Club at the end of May. 
Their work are much appreciated by 
the European Tour as by relieving 
caddies of the bunker raking consid-
erable time is saved on a round, 
speeding up play to the advantage of 
all concerned. 

They are also a great comfort to 
Course Manager, Chris Kennedy, who 
apart from all the worries that he has 
during a Championship such as this 
knows that in the event of heavy rain 
he can call on tremendous support 
from this team to get the squeegees 
out and keep play moving by keep-
ing the greens playable. 

The Championship in the past has 
been plagued by such weather and 
was one of the reasons that the Tour 
asked the Association if Greenkeeper 
Support could be made available for 
all four days this year. Thankfully 
that was not the case this year and 
the event was blessed with four days 
of almost continual sunshine. More 
volunteers would have been useful 
over the first two days as there were 
52 matches to provide for and it was 
a great effort by those Greenkeepers 
who covered two rounds in tempera-
tures around the eighties. 

There was a great atmosphere in our 
little office, nobody being unkind to 
the Regional Administrator when he 
gave exhibitions of controlled panic 
and an even better one, especially on 
the last day in the hospitality suite 
overlooking the 18th green gener-
ously provided for our use by the 
Tour, for apart from the Support 
Team we seemed to 'pick up' lots of 
Greenkeepers there just for the golf 
(including Jack and Rita McMillan!) 
and who managed to talk their way 
past security 

On a serious side eventual winner 
Andrew Oldcorn must feel eternally 
grateful to Rob Boyce, Newmarket, 
who was the only person to see his 
ball catch a brancn while he was play-
ing out of trees and land near him, 
still in the trees and finishing up cov-
ered in leaves. As Andrew and his 
caddie walked towards the green Rob 
called out "Where are you going? The 
balls here." 

Oldcorn then played a great shot 
on to the green and holed the putt. 
At least the caddie bought him a 

Above: The 2001 Volvo PGA Championship Support Team relaxes with Nick Faldo 

Below: The team poses with new Volvo PGA Champion Andrew Oldcorn 

drink afterwards but I reckon the two 
shots that he would have incurred 
without Rob's help were worth thou-
sands. 

The week seemed to run rather 
smoothly especially with Andrew 
Oldcorn and Nick Faldo posing for 
the cameras with the Team. I'm sure 
that all of the Greenkeepers, includ-
ing Willy Harder who had made the 
trip from Denmark to work all four 
days, will want to return next year, 
hopefully with a few more volunteers 
to make those first two days a little 
easier. A great effort by all concerned. 

Finally, the following conversation 
was overheard between a greenkeep-
er inside the ropes, who was 
accompanying the Lady Official mark-
er during one of the days play ... 

GK: What Club are you from? 
Lady Official: Wentworth 
GK: Do you live on the Estate 
Lady Official: Yes 
GK: You don't live in one of these £3 
million houses do you? 
Lady Official: No darling. I live in one of 
these £10 million pound houses! 

Derek Farrington 

R o y a l I r i v e r d i v o t G C * t * StripCartoonistoftheYear www.tonyhusband.co.uk 

http://www.tonyhusband.co.uk
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JULY 1991 
Award for Walter Woods. 
It was reported with great pleasure 
that the Association had learnt of the 
award of the British Empire Medal to 
Walter Woods in the Queen's Birthday 
Honours List. The award had been 
made to recognise his services both as 
Links Supervisor at St Andrews and to 
the greenkeeping profession. Walter 
had played a leading part in the 
establishment of BIGGA in 1987 and 
had been the first Chairman of the 
Association. The magazine commented 
on his forthright views, warmth of 
personality and his determination to 
enhance the greenkeeping profession 
and the well-being of greenkeepers. It 
was hoped that the Association would 
continue to enjoy his practical support 
and be able to call on his technical 
expertise for many years to come. 
Although 'retired', Walter remains very 
active today both in a consultancy role 
and as one of BIGGAs Guardians on the 
Board of Management. 

The Open Championship. 
Greenkeeper International previewed 
the Open Championship to be held at 
Royal Birkdale with the golf course in 
the excellent hands of Tom O'Brien 
B.E.M. It is interesting to note 'Royal 
Birkdale's Working Calendar' at the 
time. 
Aeration: Throughout the year Tom aerates 
the greens weekly, stepped up at the back 
end of the year to 2/3 times a week. 
Top dressing: He dresses the greens once a 
month before The Open with a Buxton Sand 
of a consistent grade and particle size, 
specified by the STRI. 
Verticuts: Every two weeks until two weeks 
before the tournament. 
Turf grooming: He uses Turf Groomers all 
the time. The height is adjusted according 
to grass growth. 
Grass growth: Greens are cut every day. In 
January, February and March there isn't 
much growth because the turf is links grass 
and east winds retard development. It is 
more a case of trimming than cutting - he 
calls it 'topping'. 
Grass cuts: He cuts in two directions at 90 
degrees. During The Open weeks he cuts 
the greens three times a day - once early 
morning, twice at night. 
Length of cut: Before The Open - three-
sixteenths, during The Open - one-eighth of 
an inch. 
Watering: Yes, he uses water, but only if 
absolutely necessary. 

Gleneagles to host new 
Turf Care Conference 

The first ever Turf Care Conference 
will be held at The Gleneagles Hotel 
this November 

The Conference, the brainchild of 
Jimmy Kidd, Director of Turfgrass 
Management at Gleneagles, is 
designed to appeal to and address 
issues facing both the business entre-
preneur who wishes to build a golf 
course as well as those already involved 
in the industry who can turn the devel-
oper's ambition into reality. 

"There are a lot of different individ-
uals required to build and maintain a 
golf course each with their own area of 
expertise and all with an important role 
to play in the development process," 
said Jimmy. 

"The Conference is the ideal spring-
board for representatives from each 
part of that process to meet and expand 
their knowledge and understanding of 
one another's role. 

"Experts in the field of golf course 
design, construction, turf care and golf 
management will provide professional 
advice on each aspect of the develop-
ment process, taking them from the 
initial idea to the first tee shot," he 
explained. 

Among the speakers confirmed are 
Fred Green, Developer of Queenwood 
Golf Club, England, Nantucket Golf 
Club, USA; David McLay Kidd, 
Designer of Queenwood GC and 
Bandon Dunes GC in the USA; 
Project Manager/Membership 
Structures, Melvin Thomas, of 
Barrelfield GC; Dr Albert Kausch, 
Rhode Island University; George 
Shiels, Consultant Agronomist; 
Melodee Fraser, Director of Research 
- Pure Seed Testing Inc; Paul Latshaw, 
US Open and Masters Course pre-
sentation and Jan Beukema, Rain Bird 
Irrigation Design and Operation. 

The main sponsor of the Conference 
is Textron Golf, Turf and Specialty 
Products. 

"I am delighted on behalf of Textron 
to offer our full support for the 
Conference. It's a phenomenal idea. 
I am confident that the speakers from 
the UK and USA will inspire dele-
gates and undoubtedly nurture 
examples of good practice from day 
one which will benefit their golf 
course venture and the industry in 
the long term," said Peter Bell, 
Marketing Director. 

New man for Eammon Wall 
Eamonn Wall and Co has appoint-

ed Antony Strawson to its new 
English office in the Midlands, where 
the company has now concentrated 
its English based consultants. 

The company now has two offices, 
at Dollar in Scotland and Retford in 
Nottinghamshire. 

Antony, 30, is an experienced wood-
land design and management 
consultant having worked for anoth-
er company in the East Midlands for 
the last five years. He is a graduate 
of Reading and Oxford Universities 
and is a native of Lincolnshire. He is 
a keen mountaineer and a member 
of the Institute of Chartered 
Foresters. 

Rolawn website is a real hit 
Rolawn opened its web site just over 

a year ago and has steadily built up 
awareness of the site to the extent 
that in recent months their site has 
received record numbers of visits ris-
ing to 16000 page requests in May 
alone. 

Recent developments have includ-
ed using the site as a means of 
recruiting stockists for both turf and 
the recently launched loam products, 
which are sold in to the topsoil mar-
ket. Potential stockists register their 
interest via e-mail. 

"We are delighted with progress and 
the variety of ways we are able to use 
the web site. It is such a flexible medi-
um and it is particularly interesting 
to use it to support the development 
of a product as basic as topsoil. We 
see the web as an invaluable aid in 

helping us to both recruit and pro-
vide ongoing support for stockists" 
said Terry Ryan. 

"It's all too easy to dismiss tech-
nology but we believe that in the 
future there will be only two kinds of 
business. Those that develop tech-
nology as their servant and those that 
are going out of business." 

WHO USES ROLAWN 1 

BMP 
TOPSOIL YOU Rolawn 

BRITAIN'S FINEST TU«F 
Look no further ...you've just 
found the world's finest turf 

Simon and Jim 
get expanded 
roles at Advanta 

Advanta Seeds has handed Simon 
Harrison and Jim Fulton expanded 
roles within the company. 

Based in Leeds Simon is now respon-
sible for after sales in the north as well 
as managing Advanta's advertising 
and PR spend, attendance at shows 
including BTME and SALTEX and all 
promotional activities. 

Jim, who lives near Grantham, will 
look after his customers in the east but 
also manage sales on a nationwide 
basis. 

Section Event? 
www.bigga.org.uk/events.html 

Apologies 
Last month we inadvertently 

described the AEA as the ABE. This 
was as a result of a scanning error not 
picked up at a later date and we apol-
ogise to the Association for any 
embarrassment caused. 

Latest news? 
www.bigga.org.uk/news.html 

Management buy 
out at AF Trenchers 

A.F. Trenchers has been the subject 
of a management take-over from its 
co-founders Bruce and Rodney 
Fulford. The 35 year old company 
will be continued to run by Harry 
Jurgens and will be renamed A.F.T. 
Trenchers and will continue to oper-
ate in both the domestic and exports 
markets. 

The company has also appointed 
Angus Macdonald, who will be 
responsible for marketing in UK and 
Ireland and to service the company's 
existing customer base and with 
developing the plant and agricultur-
al sectors for all A.F.T. Trenchers' 
attachments. 

http://www.bigga.org.uk/events.html
http://www.bigga.org.uk/news.html


Rothley trespasser turned medal winner MVfrlLBAG MAlLeAn 

A dog walk which took in land own-
ing to Rothley Park Golf Club resulted 
in the trespasser being offered a job at 
the club. Six years later that trespass-
er, Sue Antcliffe, now Deputy Course 
Manager at the club has been award-
ed a Medal of Excellence for her 
outstanding NVQ Level 3 work under-
taken through Brooksby College. 

The medal is not just for green-
keepers but is open to everyone 
undertaking NVQs to Level 3 in out-
door work with only a select few out 
of the 18,000 in the category being 
awarded medals. 

"I finished the course last year and 
the college entered me for the award. 
I didn't hear anything for quite a while 
and thought not more about it until 
the letter arrived," said Sue, 33. 

Her unusual entry in the green-
keeping profession- she had just been 
made redundant from a garden centre 
and was looking for work - says much 
for Course Manager Stav Woodings 
ability to spot potential. 

"We were stretched at the time and 
talking with Sue I thought she could 
do a good job for me. We gave her two 
days a week and then added another 
day and before we knew it she was 
working full time. 

"Sue then asked if she could attend 
college and she actually reached the 
regional finals of the Toro Student of 
the Year Award, then my Deputy left 

Happy Birthday 
Banks Amenity Products is 
celebrating 40 years in the golf 
course and landscape industries. 
Founded in 1961 by Reginald 
Banks, the company has been 
owned and managed by Tim Banks 
since 1981. 
"Banks Amenity Products has 
been providing high quality bulk 
materials for four decades," said 
Tim. 
Banks Amenity Products was one 
of the founder members of the 
BAGCC (British Association of 
Golf Course Constructors) and 
the newly formed BRTMA (British 
Rootzone & Top Dressing 
Manufacturers Association). 
Today the company enjoys the 
benefits of having an excellent 
reputation for supplying quality 
materials to some of the most 
prestigious golf courses 
throughout the UK. 

Left to right. The Rothley Team. Jordan Roman, David Holling Paul Falk, Stav Wooding, 
Sue Antcliffe, Dave Doherty and Nick Smith. 

and as Sue was doing so well, every 
good at ever task and very thorough, 
she became Deputy From trespasser 
to Deputy in three years," said Stav. 

"Now she is a key member of the 
team and I don't know how we would 
manage without her," he added. 

Stav works a rotation system at 
Rothley Park in which every one of 
the seven man team does every job. 

"I don't look on myself as a female. 
I'm must one of the lads and can lift 
as well as they can," said Sue, who also 

Pest and Disease Audit 
undertaken by the STRI 
The number of outbreaks and the severity of pest 
and diseases on sports turf throughout the UK is 
currently an unknown factor so the advisory team 
and research staff at the STRI have vowed to 
rectify the situation. 
Part of a surplus from the STRI's advisory work is 
being used to fund an internal research programme 
into the spread and severity of pests and diseases 
on sports turf throughout the UK and Ireland. The 
programme is being co-ordinated by Dr Ruth Mann, 
the STRI Turf Pathologist. 
Initially the research will centre on a 
comprehensive questionnaire which will determine 
the major pests and diseases across the country 
and any hot spots of certain problems. 
Questionnaires have been sent to all clubs in the 
UK and Ireland. 
Once the replies have been collated on a database the Research Staff 
will be able to determine if there are any correlations between disease 
occurrence and management practices or weather conditions. 
Initial results, showing the spread of pests and diseases will be 
published on the STRI's website www.stri.org.uk and in the Turfgrass 
Bulletin early next year. 

Runner-up showing for East Section 
Congratulations and well done to 

the BIGGA East Section team who 
were competing for only their second 
time in the Dispatch Trophy which is 
played over the Braid Hills Golf 
Course in Edinburgh for over 100 
years at the Braids. Last year, their first, 
they were beaten in the 1st round but 
put up a very good performance 
against one of the former winners so 
they did not disgrace themselves. This 
year they did even better, beating for-
mer winners and tournament 
favourites Silverknowes in the semi 

finals en route to the final where they 
were narrowly beaten 6 & 5 in the 
final by the Barnton Hotel who them-
selves were playing in only their 
second time in the competition. So 
well done to the team. 

The team consisted of four section 
members and they were Tom Murray, 
Ratho Park; David Drummond, 
Muirfield; Stevie Nicol, Winterfield, 
and Iain Laing, Kingsknowe. 

Well done lads and we hope you 
can go one better and lift the trophy 
next year. Chris Yeaman 

National Championship 
October 1-2, 2001 
Royal Birkdale and 
Southport and Ainsdale G C s 

All greenkeepers should have received 
the brochure including application form 
for the National Championship with 
the May copy of Greenkeeper 
International magazine. If any member 
has mislaid the brochure please 
contact Sarah at BIGGA HOUSE for 
an additional one. The response to 
date is such that early booking is 
essential to guarantee a place in the 
Championship. 

Tel: 01347 833800 
Email: sarah@bigga.co.uk 

Letters 

sails at a national level. 
"I like the variety of this job, no two 

days are ever the same. Each day is a 
challenge and you never stop learning. 
I also like the environmental side of 
the job and I write articles on this in 
the club magazine." 

In future Sue would like to contin-
ue her education perhaps undertaking 
more specialist courses covering irri-
gation. 

She will be presented with her medal 
later this summer. 

Address your letters to The Editor, 
Greenkeeper International, BIGGA 
HOUSE, Aldwark, Alne, York Y061 
1UF, or email them to 
reception@bigga.co.uk 

Safety in the sun 
If anybody else has suffered the 

problems of trying to keep a fair skin, 
or any other skin, protected on a long 
summer day outdoors, then check 
out an excellent product which only 
needs to be applied once and is effec-
tive for the whole day. 

Despite covering up with hats, it 
takes the worry out of all that out-
door exposure to dangerous rays. An 
added bonus is that it isn't sticky and 
all that lovely bunker sand stuck to 
your skin with normal sun products 
won't be a problem! It's a Danish sun 
filter called P20 and it works! ... 
although it needs to be applied well 
before exposure to allow it to bond 
with your skin. 

James Hall, currently on student 
placement in a very hot Italy. 

PGA thanks 
I was privileged to be part of the 

Support Team at Wentworth for the 
PGA Championship and I would like 
to congratulate Derek Farrington for 
his efforts in making the team work 
for the entire four days of the 
Championship as opposed to the 
final two for which it had operated 
in previous years. He was ably assist-
ed by all and sundry who couldn't do 
enough for the cause. 

I personally had a great day and feel 
certain that everyone else did so as 
well. A few more volunteers next year 
I'm sure would be greatly appreciat-
ed. 

Thanks also to our standby pho-
tographer in the shape of Mrs 
Farrington. 

Peter Biscoe, Kent 

BIGGA keep up 
the good work 

I want to take time to congratulate 
all of the staff at BIGGA for excel-
lent service, prompt action to my 
membership enquiry and for putting 
together a magazine that is informa-
tive, up-to-date and has retained its 
English feel over the 12 years I have 
enjoyed it. 

The fact that I'm in Hong Kong and 
can still find out what is happening 
in the UK in this industry and keep 
a little finger on the pulse makes 
England feel at little closer. 

I take my hat off to you all. 

Ian Bruton, Skek O Country Club, 
Hong Kong 

http://www.stri.org.uk
mailto:sarah@bigga.co.uk
mailto:reception@bigga.co.uk


This month, BIGGA's Education and Training Manager, Ken 
Richardson, congratulates the first group of successful C P D 
delegates, and invites entries for the forthcoming C P D year. 

-^Qdn 3±VOdn ^ 

Continuing Professional Development 
Congratulations to all of the green-

keepers who successfully achieved the 
standard required for the BIGGA 
Continuing Professional Development 
(CPD) Certificate. The second year of 
the BIGGA CPD scheme commences 
on 1 July 2001 and ends on 30 June 
2002. 

The BIGGA CPD Scheme is designed 
to encourage greenkeepers to: 

Adapt outdated skills. 

Keep in touch with changes in legislation. 

Show employers that greenkeepers are 
professionals. 

Accumulate credits towards further 
National Qualifications eg. N/SVQ, 
HNC, HND etc. 

Cope with change. 

Attract higher salaries. 

Certificates are awarded to all those 
BIGGA greenkeepers who accumu-
late a minimum of 10 CPD credits 
annually. BIGGA greenkeeper mem-
bers who have been awarded 5 

successive BIGGA Certificates of CPD 
will be awarded a BIGGA Diploma of 
Continuous Professional Development. 

The Scheme 
1. Greenkeepers must be members of 

BIGGA. 

2. Applications must be on a CPD 
Registration Form. 

3. Applicants must hold a minimum 
qualification of N/SVQ Level 2 or 
equivalent. 

4. CPD credits are awarded for a wide 
range of education and training courses, 
eg. an approved 1 day course attracts 3 
credits, a two day course 5 credits. 
Attend the full week of education and 
training at Harrogate inJanuary 2002 
and you would receive your 10 credit 
requirement. 

5. Each greenkeeper must accumulate at 
least 10 credits per year. 

6. All training must be related to National 
Standards. 

Thanks to the contributors to the 
BIGGA Education and Development 
Fund, (details in the panel on the right) 
the Scheme is free to all members. 

C P D Cert i f icates Points 

Jonathan Hamlet 54 
Gordon Irvine MG 53 
Ian Willett 48 
Andy Campbell MG 29 
Stuart Hogg 23 
Michael Smith 21 
Nigel White 18 
John Quinn MG 17 
Alec Maclndoe 15 
Mark Broughton MG 13 
Nathan Marsh 13 
Seve Schmitz MG 13 
Lee Strutt 13 
Antony Bindley 12 
Chris Carpenter MG 11 
lain Macleod 11 
Nigel Potter 11 
John Wells MG 11 
David Winterton MG 11 
David Bougen 10 
Kevin Hodges 10 
Graeme MacDonald 10 
Ian MacMillan MG 10 
Andy Smith 10 
Denis Tweddell 10 

BTME2002 EDUCATION UPDATE 
BTME2002 outline education programme 

Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Seminar Session 1 
This Keynote session will be 
FREE to all wishing to attend. 

Seminar Session 2 
Jim Moore 
Content TBC 

Seminar Session 3 
Frank Ainsworth 
Alex Vickers 
Content TBC 

Seminar Session 4 
Paul Crowe 
Brin Bendon 
David Winterton MG 
Content TBC 

Seminar Session 5 
James Beard 
Content TBC 

Seminar Session 6 
This session will be FREE 
to all wishing to attend. 

Andy Campbell MG 
Mike Canaway 
Clive Osgood 
Content TBC 

Keep checking wwwjrfgg&ofgoik for the latest news on the 
various education and training options available at BTME2002 

YOU'VE GOT 

m@il! 
If you 've got an emai l account why 
not send an emai l t o the educat ion 
depar tment , where we can place 
you into our exclusive educat ion 
emai l address book. We can then 
keep you up- to-date w i t h educat ion 
news and events as they happen. 

S e n d a n e m a i l t o : 
educat ion@bigga.co.uk 
ken@bigga.co.uk 
sami@bigga.co.uk 

day learning options at BTME2002 

Monday Tuesday 

day learning options at BTME2002 

National Education Conference, 
Majestic Hotel, Harrogate 

Emergency First Aid 
Workshop 

Environmental Management 
Workshop 

National Education Conference, 
Majestic Hotel, Harrogate 

Emergency First Aid 
Workshop 

Environmental Management 
Workshop 

The National Education Conference includes four sessions over 
two days, including a Master Class from Dr James Beard, 
sessions on Global Warming and the Golf Course, Redesign and 
Reconstruction of Golf Course Features and Winter Preparation. 
Golf Course Design 1 will be presented, by Howard Swan and 
Simon Gidman. Bob Taylor, Jonathan Smith and Fiona Mclntyre 
have agreed to co-host the Environmental Management Workshop. 
Seminar speakers will include Frank Ainsworth, James Beard, Brin 
Bendon, Andy Campbell MG, Mike Canaway, Clive Osgood, Paul 
Crowe, Jim Moore, Alex Vickers and David Winterton MG 

Watch out in further editions of this magazine and on the B I G G A 
Website for more details of speakers and how to book your place 

Monday gj 2 2 January, 2 0 0 2 

National Education Conference, National Education Conference, 
Majestic Hotel, Harrogate Majestic Hotel, Harrogate 

Golf Course Design Golf Course Design 
and Construction 1 and Construction 1 

National Education Conference, Emergency First Aid 
Majestic Hotel, Harrogate Workshop 

National Education Conference, Environmental Management 
Majestic Hotel, Harrogate Workshop 

Emergency First Aid National Education Conference, 
Workshop Majestic Hotel, Harrogate 

Environmental Management National Education Conference, 
Workshop Majestic Hotel, Harrogate 

Emergency First Aid Environmental Management 
Workshop Workshop 

Environmental Management Emergency First Aid 
Workshop Workshop 

Greenkeeper 
Education and 

Development 
Fund BIGGA 

G O L D E N KEY 
and SILVER KEY 

CIRCLES 

The Fund provides the key to the 
future for greenkeeper, golf club and 
game. Individuals and companies can 
join the Golden Key Circle and Silver 
Key Circle. For details, please 
contact Neil Thomas, Executive 
Director on 01347 833800 or via 
admin@bigga.co.uk 

TEXTRON 
TURF CARE PRODUCTS K ' j b o f o 

HA ITER O 
Redexim • 

S3553H I 

Golden Key Circle Company Members 
Company Tel: Head Office 
Amazone Ground Care 01579 351155 
Bernhard and Company Ltd 01788 ß11600 
Charterhouse Turf Machinery Ltd 01428 661222 
Gem Professional 01254 356611 
John Deere Ltd 01949 860491 
Hayter Ltd 01279 723444 
Kubota UK Ltd 01844 214500 
Massey Ferguson (AGCO Ltd) 02476 851292 
PGA European Tour 01344 842881 
Rain Bird 01273 891326 
Rigby Taylor Ltd 01204 394888 
Scotts UK Professional 01473 830492 
Stoke Park Club 01753 717171 
Textron Turf Care 01473 270000 
The Toro Company/Lely UK 01202 319987 

Individual Members 
Mike Eastwood, J H Fry, J H Greasley, 
David S Robinson, Stuart Townsend 

ERNEST 

IOCMIS 
IRRIGATION 

SIS IS 

j) Heath Lambert Group 

Silver Key Circle Company Members 
Company Tel: Head Office 
Ernest Doe & Sons 01254 380311 
Heath Lambert Group 0113 246 1313 
Ocmis Irrigation 01460 241939 
Sisis Equipment Ltd 01625 503030 

Individual Members 
Clive A Archer, John Crawford, Bruce Cruickshank, 
Douglas G Duguid, Alan Holmes, Kenneth Jones, 
lain A MacLeod, Robert Maibusch MG, Richard S 
Mullen, Elliott R Small, Steven Tiemey, Raymond J 
Warrender, WJ Rogers, C J Yeaman 

mailto:education@bigga.co.uk
mailto:ken@bigga.co.uk
mailto:sami@bigga.co.uk
mailto:admin@bigga.co.uk


The 13th BTME, held in January this year, proved to be the best 
ever with record attendance figures over 7,800. In our series of 
countdown articles to BTME2002, Meredith Foster gives some 
vital information for exhibitors both new and old ... 

Dont miss 

Why exhibi t? 
The BIGGA Turf Management 

Exhibition (BTME) is the largest 
indoor show of its kind in Europe 
attracting thousands of key decision 
makers from the turfcare and golf 
course/club industry every year. 

Attendance figures increase dramat-
ically year on year with a record 25% 
increase achieved for the 2001 show. 

A comprehensive education pro-
gramme and series of interesting 
seminars is always in place to attract 
visitors in their droves, and with 
BIGGA membership always on the 
increase, the show is certainly set to 
grow year on year. 

Confirmed Exhibitors 
Details correct as of 18.06.01 

BTME is an essential event for all 
those connected to the turfcare and, 
in particular, the golf greenkeeping 
industry. 200 manufacturers and sup-
pliers of turfcare and golf course/club 
related products and services were pre-
sent at the 2001 show unveiling new 
products, services and techniques. 

Much more than a trade show, 
BTME incorporates extensive educa-
tional programmes and seminars 
which have a broad appeal for visitors 
to the show. The speakers are experts 
in their particular fields and include 
international academics and UK 
greenkeeping professionals with exten-
sive practical knowledge on many of 
the top golf courses. There are also 
workshops on a wide variety of sub-
jects from golf course design, plants 
and soil science to machinery main-
tenance and computing for 
greenkeepers. 

Exhibitor benef i ts a n d 
deta i ls of s tand bookings 

Once you have booked your stand, the 
extra benefits you will receive are: 

• Free 100 words entry into the BTME 
catalogue with optional company logo 

• Free 100 words entry on the BIGGA 
website with your contact details and a 
hyperlink to your website 

• Preferential advertising rates in 
Greenkeeper International and the 
BTME catalogue 

• Free Exhibitors manual and BTME 
catalogue 

• Free stand cleaning 

• All full shell scheme stands include the 
following: Facia Board, Carpet tiles, 
melamine wall panels. 

Why not send me an email, and 
I'll place you into our exclusive 
BTME address book. I can then 
keep you up-to-date with the very 
latest BTME news and events. 
Send your email to: 
meredith@bigga.co.uk 

Advanta Seeds UK Ltd 

Af Trenchers Ltd 

AGCO (Massey Ferguson) 

Aitkens Sportsturf Ltd 

Akham Bryan College 

Allen Power Eq Ltd 

Amenity Land Servs Ltd 

Amenity Technology 

Angus Horticulture 

Arden Lea Irrigation Ltd 

Aventis Environmental 
Science 

Avoncrop Amenity 
Products Ltd 

Aztec Chemicals Ltd 

Barenbrug UK Ltd 

Bathgate Silica Sand 

Bernhard & Company Ltd 

Better Methods Europe 

Better Methods Europe 
Ltd 

Lindum Seeded Turf Ltd 

Links Leisure Ltd 

Lloyds & Co Letchworth 
Ltd 

Logic Irrigation 

Long Equipment Ltd 

Major Equipment Ltd 

Merrist Wood College 

Mitchell Hire Ltd 

Nickerson UK Ltd 

North Staffs Irrig Ltd 

Ocmis Irrigation UK Ltd 

Pentagon Amenity 
Marketing Ltd 

Port Agric Ltd 

Prestige Sports Surfaces 
Ltd 

Psd Agronomy Ltd 

Rain Bird Europe S.A.R.L 

Reasheath College 

Richard Campey Ltd 

Rigby Taylor Ltd 
Blee Landscaping 
Equipment Co Ltd 

Boughton Loam Ltd 

Boyd Golf Course 
Accessories 

British Seed Houses 

Cannington College 

Capari Pumps (UK) Ltd Scotts UK 

Charterhouse Turf 
Machinery 

Cleveland Sitesafe Ltd 

Club Car - Ingersoll Rand 

Rolawn (Turfgrowers) Ltd 

Rousseau Equipment Ltd 

Rufford Soil Technology 

Same Deutz-Fahr UK Ltd 

Saxon Industries 

Sheppy Fertilisers Ltd 

Shirley Aldred & Co Ltd 

Simon Tullett Machinery 

Sisis Equipment 
(Macclesfield) Ltd 

Spaldings UK Ltd 

Speedcut Contractors Dgt-Volmatic A/S 

Distinct Manufacturing Sumi Agro (UK) Ltd 

Dlf Perryfields Supaturf Products Ltd 

Dw Tomlin Swan Golf Designs Ltd 

Swan Plant Services Ltd Eagle Promotions 

Elmwood College 

European Turf Technology 
Ltd 

European Turfgrass 
Laboratories 

Evenproducts Ltd 

Farm & Garden 
Machinery 

G P S Services Ltd 

Gambetti Barre UK Ltd 

Symbio 

Talbot Farm Landscapes 
Ltd 

Teg Environmental 

Textron Golf Turf And 
Specialty Products 

The Association of Golf 
Club Secretaries 

The Golf Sign Company 

Til Irrigatoin Ltd 

Til Irrigatoin Ltd (Hydro) 
Garfitts International Ltd Tildenet Ltd 

Gem Professional 

Geosynthetic Technology 
Tonick Watering Ltd 

Golf Car UK Ltd 

Greenlink International 

Groundsman Industries 

Hayter UK Ltd 

Headland Amenity 

Hunter Grinders Ltd 

Irrigation Control Ltd 

Toro Commercial 
Products 

Tower Sport (Europe) Ltd 

Trelleborg Wheel 
Systems 

Trimax Mowing Systems 
Ltd 

True-Surface Rollers 

Turf Seed UK Ltd 

Turfgrass Services 
International Ltd 

For the very latest BTME2002 news and event information visit: www.bigga.org.uk 

John Deere Turfmech Machinery Ltd 

John Greasley Ltd Tyre-Line Original 

John Hinton Associates Equipment Ltd 

Kawasaki Motors (UK) Verde Sports Ltd 

Ltd Vitax Ltd 

Ken White Signs Waste 2 Water 

Kestrel Golf White Horse Contractors 

Kubota (UK) Ltd Ltd 

L S Systems Whitemoss Amenities Ltd 

Lastec UK Ltd Wiedenman UK Ltd 

Lewis Equipment Ltd Wolf Garden 

Lincmaster Thief Yamaha 
Stoppers York & Martin 

mailto:meredith@bigga.co.uk
http://www.bigga.org.uk
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Membership 
^vodfi aivado ^ 

BIGGA's Membership Services Officer, 
Tracey Maddison, welcomes almost 80 new 
members to the Association and highlights 
some interesting facts regarding Direct Debit 

Do you do it by Direct Debit? 
BIGGA now operate a Direct Debit 

scheme, offering members the 
opportunity to spread their payments 
over 10 months rather than having to 
find their membership fee in one 
lump sum. This facility is available for 
all members, and extra application 
forms are alwavs available from the rays 
membership department, here at 
BIGGA HOUSE. 

D i d you know. . . 

• Usage of Direct Debit has grown 
fourfold over the last ten years. 

• Almost 32 million people in the UK now 
use Direct Debit. 

• People pay an average of six bills by 
Direct Debit. 

• To use the Direct Debit Scheme, a 
customer must usually hold a current 
account with one of the UK's Banks or 
Building Societies. 

W h a t is D i r e c t D e b i t ? 
Direct Debit is a simple, safe and 

speedy way to pay regular bills and 
subscriptions automatically from 
your bank account. 

H o w do I set up a D i r e c t 
D e b i t w i t h B I G G A to pay m y 
m e m b e r s h i p fees? 

You will need to obtain from 
BIGGA, and then complete, a Direct 
Debit Instruction and return it to 
BIGGA together with your 
membership form. BIGGA currently 
works with a company called 
Premium Credit and will send your 
completed Direct Debit Instruction 
to them to forward onto your bank 
authorising them to make payments 
from your account to BIGGA. Your 
payments will be spread over a 10 
month period and will commence on 
the 1st of the following month from 
your membership start date e.g. 
Membership expiry date 31st May, 
therefore membership start date is 
1st June, Direct Debit will commence 
1st July 

BIGGA welcomes ... 

STOP PRESS 
BIGGA now have a brand new supply 
of waterproof suits in stock. Sizes 
available are Medium, Large, Extra Large 
and Extra Extra Large and they are in 
navy and consist of a jacket with matching 
trousers with a drawstring waistband. 
Contact the Membership Department 
for more details or to make an order. 

Tel: 01347 833800 Email: membership@bigga.co.uk 

ASSISTANT GREEA/jq^ 

Profile 
^ i m s i s s v 

Usually the spotlight falls on 
the Course Manager or Head 

Greenkeeper at a Club. 
Now it is the turn of those 

whose work often goes 
unheralded to star. 

The Direct Debit mandate form is 
very easy to complete, as you can see 
from the example below: 

W h a t do I do if I a l ready 
pay by D i rec t D e b i t ? 

Your payments will continue. 
However, BIGGA will send 
out a renewal pack with a 
renewal form approximately 
one month prior to your 
expiry date. Your renewal 
form will be stamped as an 
"Existing D/D Account" and 
you will need to check all your 
details are correct and make 
any changes necessary, 
complete the reverse part of 
the form regarding payment, 
ticking the box indicating that 
you wish to continue with this 
method of payment, obtain a 
Golf Club stamp or some 
other form of authorisation 
that you are a working 
greenkeeper at the Club, sign 
and return to BIGGA. 

C a n I cance l a 
D i rec t D e b i t ? 

If you need to cancel the 
Direct Debit, simply write to 

your Bank or Building Society, but 
don't forget to send BIGGA a copy so 
they can update their files. However, 
if you do cancel your membership 
halfway through your membership 
year please contact BIGGA to advise 
them of this. 

MONTHLY INSTALMENT PLAN 

J u n e ' s M o n t h l y M e m b e r s h i p D r a w W i n n e r 

Just introduce one or more new greenkeeping members to 
BIGGA and your name will be placed into a draw to win a 
fantastic BIGGA sportswatch. Our congratulations go to 
June's winner, Alexander Donaghy of Erskine GC. 

mmà 
r. 

Scottish Region 

Ian Flint, North 
William C Hudson, East 
Michael A Mann, North 
Robert McCulloch, Ayrshire 
Christopher Pryde, West 
Martin R Smith, North 
David Sterricks, East 

Northern Region 

Philip T Bowler, N Wales 
Chris Bryan, N Wales 
Phil R Collister, N West 
Mark Dineley, N West 
Philip J I'Anson, N Wales 
Peredur A Jones, N Wales 
Andrew W Jones, N Wales 
Ian Leversuch, Cleveland 
Douglas W Neilson, N Wales 
Gavin J Parr, Northern 
Jamie Poole, N Wales 
Stephen Reed, Cleveland 

Bryn Roberts, N Wales 
Mark Smith, Sheffield 
Martin Thompson, N Wales 
Stan Todd, N West 
Andrew Turner, N Wales 
Paul S Wood, Northern 
Matthew J Young, N Wales 

Midland Region 

Ian A Brown, E Midland 
Leon J Dalton, E Midland 
Craig K Hallam, E Midland 
Daniel Hashie, BB&0 
James E Hearn, BB&0 
Andrew J Hill, BB&0 
Lionel Jewkes, E Midland 
Graham Partridge, E Midland 
David B Pritchard, BB&0 
Peter D Stokes, E Midland 

South East Region 

Ronald K Ansall, Sussex 

Kenneth A Bagnall, Surrey 
• Tony Brace, Surrey 
Richard A Constable, Surrey 
Alan Elliott, Surrey 
Kenneth A Herbert, Surrey 
Simon P Lambert, S 
Jon Linscer, Í 
Mark Logan, S 
Gary A Rowe, Surrey 
Jamie Stewart, Surrey 
Graham R Thatcher, Surrey 
Luke Thompson, Surrey 
Darren Wales, Surrey 

S West & S Wales Region 

John Batchelor, S West 
David Baugh, S Coast 
Martin Frost, S West 
Robert W Hughes, S Wales 
Richard M Newton, S Wales 
William Owen, Dev & C'wall 
Derek A Ross, S Coast 
Wyn Selby, S Wales 

Northern Ireland 

Gary Johnston 
Andrew Wray 

Republic of Ireland 

Trevor Norris 

International Members 

Willy Harder, Denmark 

Golden Key Members 

Tim Lawrence, AGC0 Ltd 
Phil Evans, AGCO Ltd 

Associate Members 

Dr Mike Canaway, N West 
Phil Greenway, Midland 
David H Bates, Midland 
Philip Newcombe, BB&0 

Phil Sharp, BB&0 
Charles E Worsfold, Kent 

Student Members 

Christopher Griffiths, N West 
James Liversidge, Sheffield 
David McCaffrey, N Wales 
Ross J Sullivan, Northern 
Daniel Sullivan, Sheffield 
Ben Bouchier, Midland 
Andrew J Turner, Midland 
Matthew N Chatterton, Dev & C'wall 
Christopher Moran, N Ireland 

Greenkeeper 

Name: Richard Love 

Club: Kilmacolm GC 

Position: Apprentice 

Age: 21 

1. How long have you been a 
greenkeeper? 
Two and a half years 

2. What education are you 
currently undertaking? 
Finished Level 2 and 3 at GOSTA 
over the winter 

3. Which one task do you 
most enjoy doing? 
Cutt ing approaches 

4. Which one task do you 
most dislike doing? 
D¡voting fairways 

5. What job other than 
greenkeeping might you have 
ended up doing? 
Professional golfer 

6. Who has been the biggest 
influence on your career? 
Ronnie Bunting 

7. What would you do to 
improve the life of a 
greenkeeper? 
Beter working conditions, pay and 
education 

8. What are your hobbies? 
Golf and socialising 

9. What do you get out of 
BIGGA? 
Interesting magazine and golf days 

10. What do you hope to be 
doing in 10 years time? 
Working abroad, maybe on a golf 

mailto:membership@bigga.co.uk

