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BTME2002 will be upon us all too soon, and here at BIGGA 
we're aiming to provide the most up-to-date information to both 
visitors and exhibitors with a brand new BTME microsite ... 

btme.org.uk: What a site for an exhibition! 
Each January in Harrogate, BIGGA 

hold their annual Turf Management 
Exhibition (BTME). 

With an extremely diverse range of 
visitor, ranging from the fine turf pro-
fessional right through to the golf 
shop pro, we must always ensure that 
the information produced for such an 
all-encompassing event can encapsu-
late every aspect of the show, whilst 
holding the attentions of each spe-
cialised visitor group. 

With that in mind, we are current-
ly developing a brand new BTME 
'microsite' within the already famil-
iar BIGGA website. Accessible for 
both exhibitors and visitors alike, the 
new microsite will contain specific 
information for both categories of 
website visitor, which will make for 
an informative and enriching web 
experience, containing updated exhi-
bition news 24 hours a day. 

Organising the largest and most 
successul fine turf exhibition and 
education conference in Europe, has 
galvanised our commitment to pro-
viding both visitors and exhibitors 
with the most up-to-date information 
possible, and the new BTME 
microsite will be a breeding ground 
of information about next year's 
event, and with the power of the 
internet, can, and will be updated as 
soon as news becomes available. 

Already a succesful feature on the 
microsite's parent site, a customisable 
email request form will be available 
for all BTME web-visitors to fill in. 

By using this facility, visitors can ask 
to be kept informed of the very lat-
est exhibition news and event 
information via email. An extremely 
useful feature if you don't have the 
spare time to surf the microsite every-
day, and would rather just have a look 
when specific information is available. 

Another feature planned for the 
BTME site is a mini-exhibition direc-
tory which will contain; 

• Company names 

• Contact names 

• Contact numbers 

• Email links 

• Web hyperlinks 

• Hall location 

• Stand location 

• Company profile and product 
details for each exhibitor 

The brand new site is set to be 
launched later this month, and will 
be accessible from the familiar hyper-
link on the BIGGA parent website 
(www.bigga.org.uk), but will now also 
have its' own website address of 
www.btme.org.uk 

This will enable faster access of spe-
cific BTME information for both 
visitors and exhibitors alike, but will 
help maintain the inherent links 
under the umbrella of the BIGGA 
parent website. 

Every year, we are continually 
encouraged by the positive feedback 

and comments we receive from 
BTME delegates, visitors and 
exhibitors, ana firmly believe that the 
spread of information by traditional 
print methods can continue to be 
enhanced by digital means through 
the internet and email. 

If you are interested in receiving details 
when the new BTME microsite launches, 
please send an email to: 
btme@bigga.co.uk and include 
the word 'update1 in the subject field. 
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ROUNDUP 

Got a question to ask or 
have some information or 
comments to pass on? 
Contact us via email at the 
relevant address below. 

Membership Services 
membership@bigga.co.uk 

Education & Training 
education@bigga.co.uk 

Editor ia l /PR 
scott@bigga.co.uk 

Sales & Market ing 
sales@bigga.co.uk 

Finance/Accounts 
admin@bigga.co.uk 

Media Services 
david@bigga.co.uk 

Website 
webmaster@bigga.co.uk 

General enquiries 
reception@bigga.co.uk 

jLYJi yyy 
cl 
on Jirs 

Visit www*bissa+ors*iik and check out the 
latest chat from the greenkeeping industry 

to green 

Rolawn® 
B R I T A I N ' S F I N E S T T U R F 

www.rolawn.co.uk 

The finest turf from tee 
Medallion turf for golf tees is typically sown as Aberelf (Perennial Ryegrass) 25%, 

Bargreen (Chewings Fescue) 20%, Barcrown (Slender Creeping Red Fescue) 35%, 
Limousine (Smooth Stalked Meadow Grass) 20%. 

For a quote, sample and peace of mind 
call Rolawn on Tel: 01904 608661 

All the cultivars we use are highly ranked in independent testing by the STRI 
(see "Turfgrass Seed 2001" published by STRI). 

If rapid establishment, high wear tolerance and slow regrowth after mowing 
are important to you - specify Rolawn Medallion for your tees. 
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Above: Paul Smith prepares to welcome Tiger and his colleagues 
Left: The familiar Royal Lytham Clubhouse taken by Philip Medcalf 
Right: A commemorative plaque in honour Bobby Jones 
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Royal Lytham and S t Annes has a Championship history which is second to none, 
but for this year the course will have been prepared by a man in charge for his 
first major Championship ... 

A NEW MAN AT THE 

Royal Lytham and St Annes Golf 
Club is a Rolls Royce among 
Championship venues. There is bare-
ly a significant event in golf which 
hasn't visited the north west coast 
course and it can always be guaran-
teed to produce a worthy winner ... 
Tony Jacklin, Gary Player and Seve 
Ballesteros spring readily to mind. 

So when the Open Championship 
returns later this month we can expect 
more of the same. Nothing much 
changes at Royal Lytham, certainly 
not for the worse. 

There is one difference this year, 
however. A significant one, but one 
which to many may only become 
apparent when they see a young man 
standing a few yards from the soon-
to-be-crowned Open Champion at the 
presentation table on the 18th green 
around 6pm on Open Sunday...no 
play-off permitting. 

For the Open Champion it will be a 
thrilling moment, the culmination of 
a lifetime's endeavour ... or perhaps 
even the sixth consecutive Major 
Championship and the third leg of the 
mythical Grand Slam, while for new 
Head Greenkeeper, Paul Smith, it will 
signal the end of months of prepara-
tion and hard work and confirmation 
that he is the worthy successor to one 
of greenkeeping's own legendary fig-
ures. 

Paul's predecessor Jimmy 
MacDonald MBE, had been there and 
done that in greenkeeping over the 26 
years he was Head Greenkeeper. Not 
only had he prepared Lytham for some 
of its biggest Championships - four 
Opens, a Ryder Cup, a Curtis Cup, 
four British Senior Opens, a Women's 

British Open and both British 
Amateur ladies' and men's 
Championships - but he had presided 
over a finishing school whose Old Boys 
are now Head Greenkeepers at some 
of the biggest and best clubs in the 
area. 

Paul was one of these, being Jimmy's 
First Assistant when the Open was last 
played at Lytham in '96, before he left 
to add management to his greenkeep-
ing credentials with a spell as Course 
Manager at Furness Golf Club. 

Incidentally, many of those Old Boys 
return during Open week to add their 
considerable expertise and experience 
to Lytham's own team. 

"They will be rolling, cutting and 
cutting and I'm certainly looking for-
ward to having them with me for the 
week," said Paul. 

So what thoughts will be going 
through his head when he walks out 
onto the 18th green with the new 
Open Champion? 

"Ideally I'd like all my staff to be 
with me but I know that's not possi-
ble. I know I shall be very proud of 
my own achievements and very proud 
ot the staff's achievements," mused 
Paul, as we talked in his office, some 
six weeks before Open week. 

"It will be a tremendous highlight 
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Above: Paul (centre) with the rest of the Royal Lytham greenkeeping team 

and I'm sure I'll feel quite emotional 
when it happens. I'll definitely have to 
pinch myself. 

"I always set myself high, but achiev-
able, targets so I always thought that 
one day I might be in the position." 

The pride will also, no doubt, be 
tinged with relief after preparations for 
the Championship were complicated 
by a couple of nerve testing episodes 
of near Biblical proportions - flooding 
which would have had Noah's ances-
tors dusting off their work tools and 
the Foot and Mouth Epidemic, which 
would have had Paul seriously ques-
tioning what he'd done to deserve 
such a headache, but which ultimate-
ly remained a safe distance away. 

The flooding caused the course to 
be closed for a total of 40 days because 
of it - in addition to the 16 davs for 

which it was closed because of frost 
and snow. 

"The Fylde plane is relatively flat 
anyway and typically the water table 
comes close to the surface but this win-
ter it was quite literally at the surface. 
We were continually pumping water, 
in vain really, but we felt we had to 
make the effort," explained Paul, who 
added that he was also aware of the 
need for a "tread sofdy" approach to 
using machinery on the course when 
it was closed. 

"To have the course closed for such 
a long time is unheard of and this was 
just mv second winter here," he added 
ruefulfy 

The complications this introduced 
to The Open planning meant Paul had 
to be adaptable, a skill he honed while 
at Furness when he had to learn how 
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Above: Spectators won't miss a putt, thanks to the high vantage point the seating affords 

Below: Lowering in the specialised seating units is a precise business 

Right: A green surrounded by some of Royal Lytham's formidable bunkers 
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best to maximise his resources, both 
human and financial. 

"I had laid down schedules but those 
went out the window and it was a case 
of prioritising what I thought were the 
essential jobs to do ana undertake 
them when possible as well as target-
ing the drier areas of the course." 

Surprisingly, considering the amount 
of standing water on the course, there 
were no lasting problems, at least not 
on the main playing areas. 

"There are some areas which we had 
to turf late on in the spring which 
haven't quite recovered but these 
haven't been in play." 

The golf course will not be present-
ed markedly differently from the '96 
Open. 

"I don't have any particular style 
ideas for presentation and condition-
ing other than those based on sound 
links philosophy I'd like to think that 

the general condition of the golf course 
will be the mark that I leave on the 
2001 Open - although that's not to 
say there won't be room for improve-
ment. 

"I'm my own worst critic and there 
are a million and one things that I see 
every day that I'd like to act upon but 
it's a job of prioritising. There are only 
so many hours in the day." 

Indeed the golf course itself will also 
not be significantly different from the 
one which faced Tom Lehman five 
years ago although remarkably the 
course which boasts the most bunkers 
on the Open Championship rota has 
added to its armoury 

"We now have 197 bunkers and in 
my time here we have added one to 
the left hand side of the 15th. Stan 
Eby of European Golf Design, under-
takes course architectural alterations," 
explained Paul. The last Lytham Open 
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featured 185 of the blighters and they 
were found by a total of 1618 balls 
during the four days of the 
Championship, a record which kept 
the BIGGA Greenkeeping Support 
Team busy! 

'Apart from that there are very few 
changes to the course, although it may 
be a little more forgiving in places in 
terms of set-up." 

Following in the footsteps of some-
one like Jimmy MacDonald could 
have been a daunting experience but 
Paul takes nothing but positives for 
the fact that he has someone of 
Jimmy's experience to call upon. 

"We speak a lot on the phone and 
he says it will be a proud moment from 
him when he's sitting up in the stand 
watching the golf this time. 

"I know it was a massive wrench for 
Jimmy when he retired and I'm sure 
he must miss the place but he popped 

in for the Lytham Trophy when we 
were changing holes and he pointed 
out a few spots which I hadn't con-
sidered. I've always tried to switch on 
to his, and other, knowledge and way 
of thinking. I do selectively utilise oth-
er people's ideas and this, allied to my 
own academic achievements and expe-
rience, is the key to success." 

Jimmy told Paul that he was aware 
that whoever got the job would make 
changes and, while saying that the 
hand over was seamless, there are dif-
ferences in their approaches to the job. 

"Jimmy was very much a people's 
person and I'd like to think I am as 
well. I like to encourage active, con-
structive opinions from the people I 
work with. I think that's important 
because, in a positive way, it means 
that all potential angles are covered." 

While accepting that the pace of life 
in general and stresses in work have 

increased greatly, Paul is thankful that 
he has an innate ability to switch off 
when he gets home of a night. 

"I think I'm fortunate because it's a 
genetic thing. I also try to keep myself 
on the one level all the time not get-
ting too negative or too positive about 
things. I don't think you'd be too suc-
cessful in this profession if you were 
thin skinned." 

Having said that, he hasn't particu-
larly needed a thick skin during his 
recent spell at the Club. 

"The Chairman is the model 
Chairman and the Secretary has been 
very helpful to me, while the mem-
bers, in general, have been very 
appreciative of the course condition 
over the last few months." 

Unlike the last two Opens at 
Carnoustie and St Andrews Paul has-
n't introduced artificial aids to protect 
the fairways. 

"I think one of the benefits of the 
winter we have suffered is that we've 
not had the amount of play we'd nor-
mally have and we've come into spring 
with pretty good sward coverage." 

While in a bizarre way the weather 
helped in this regard, Paul is looking 
for help over the next few weeks to 
ensure the world's finest players face 
typical links conditions when they 
arrive at the course. 

"Firm to hard and hard in places," 
he says in a manner which suggests its 
a links land mantra that he has been 
hearing ever since his greenkeeping 
career began. 

If that is achieved he will be a proud 
man indeed as he stands at that pre-
sentation table. 
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A Z T E C 
The Allett Aztec is a superb pedestrian 
cylinder mower ideal for maintaining 
golf greens. A range of fully floating 
hydraulic attatchments are available 
in both 20" and 24" widths 
• 6 or 10 bladed cylinders with or without Groomer 
• Scarifier, Verticut or Brush units available 
1 Changed in seconds, no tools required 
• In-built back-lapping facility 

Allett Mowers Limited 
Baden Powell Road, Kirkton Industrial Estate 
Arbroath, Scotland DD11 3LS 
Tel: 01241 873841 Fax 01241 877419 
Email: sales@allett.co.uk www.allett.co.uk 

The Groundsmajor RoI Iermower 

i a f o MAJOR EQUIPMENT LTD 
Phone: 01524 850 501 
Fax.: 01524 850 502 w w w . i n a j o r g r a s s c a r e . c o m 
e-mail: majortopp@aol.com 

c 

and win a chance for a free, expense-paid USA trip to the No Limit Racing School!* 

8 models offering 
5 \ 6 \ 8 \ 1 2 ' &17' 
cutting widths 
Cutting height 
ranges fix» m 
1/2" to 10" 
(10 to 260mm) 

From the top of the range 17000 
Groundsmajor RoIIermower to the 

versatile MR150 these machines 
cater for the needs of all 

groundsmen. 

Just call for a no-obligation demo at your golf course. 

We'll bring the L A S T E C articulating rotary mower 

of your choice, and cut the toughest sections 

on your course. You'll see rotary finish 

mowing at its best, A N D get a chance to 

test your driving skills on a banked oval! 

Demonstrations 
can be arranged 
by calling your 
local LASTEC 

distributor 

L A S T E C ® U K , LTD. 
a Division ofWood-Mizer Products, Inc. 

Court Lodge Farm, Kenward Road • Yalding, Maidstone Kent ME 18 6JP 
Tel: 01622 812103 . Fax: 01622 815534 

w w w . l a s t e c . c o m 

'Take The LASTEC Challenge 
ind I'll prove we have the best 
articulating rotary mowers 

in the world!" 

- Jeff Laskowski 
Founder, LASTEC 

The Allett Conqueror combines impressive work rate, 
total stability on banks and the ability 

to cut long grass cleanly, even in 
wet conditions 

• Hydrostatic transmission 
• Wide wheel base and ATV type 
rear tyres gives great traction and 

stability 
• 16HP twin cylinder engine 
•7" diameter, heavy duty 
cutting cylinders 

mailto:sales@allett.co.uk
http://www.allett.co.uk
http://www.inajor
mailto:majortopp@aol.com
http://www.lastec.com


Pound to a penny, a golfer will have some excuse relating to the tee's 
surface for a poorly played shot. The object of the exercise is to 
make sure that tee presentation is top rate. Roland Taylor takes a 
look at the many ways in which a greenkeeper can achieve this ... 

Time for 

Above: Preparation 
work goes on during 

the Benson and 
Hedges International 

at the De Vere Belfry 

The dictionary definition of a tee is -
a cleared spot from which the ball is 
struck at the beginning of each hole. It 
is the words cleared spot' that sound 
a discord when it comes to modern 
greenkeeping. However, this statement 
becomes clearer when taken in the con-
text of the history of the game. 
Originally there were no actual tees and 
the rules stated that the ball be struck 

from a given number of club lengths 
from the previous hole. Evidence indi-
cates that formal tees first appeared in 
the records in the last years of the 
1800s. 

On many of the older courses, tees 
were down the list when it came to pri-
orities and today this has resulted in a 
number of problems. They were not 
designed to accommodate today's 

increase in players and demand for all-
year-round facilities. Heavy traffic on a 
relatively small area plays havoc with 
compaction and this, combined with 
poor drainage, does not bode well for 
a resilient turf cover. It takes a lot of 
abuse. The design required a tee to be 
elevated and often no account was tak-
en of mowing the banking which results 
in labour-intensive methods having to 

Reason ¿Hedges 
i M E i i m n o m L Ojpejv 

TOBACCO SERIOUSLY 
DAMAGES HEALTH 

Chief Medical Officers* Warning 



.Time for tees 

Below: Various 
attachments can be 

added using the 
cassette method 

be used to keep them looking good. 
When it comes to mowing there are 

a number of choices, the most favoured 
system being cylinder mowing and col-
lecting the clippings. A mower with a 
fairly high rate of cuts per metre is ide-
al and there are plenty of different 
cutting widths available to suit specif-
ic requirements. 

In recent years there have been a 
number of units introduced that use 
a basic power source to which either 
cassettes or attachments can be 
added. They're usually a choice of 
cylinder mower units with various 
numbers of blades plus the advantage 
of being able to fit other turfcare 
equipment such as verticutters, scar-
ifiers and aerators. These machines 



are ideal for tee maintenance as they 
can be easily transported with a range 
of attachments by trailer or utility 
vehicle. When considering this type 
of system, the important feature to 
look out for is the time taken and 
tools required changing from one 
piece of kit to another. Some only 
take less than a minute. 

Dare one suggest that the roller pro-
pelled rotary mowers that are now 
available could be considered for use 
as an alternative mower for some 
tees? These have the added advan-
tage that they also pick up any leaves1 

or other debris. It should be pointed 
out that if this cutting system is used 
the blade needs to be kept very sharp. 
The rotary principle is suitable for 

banking, either in the form of a hov-
er mower or wheeled model. For very 
awkward areas it may be necessary to 
use a hand-held strimmer and the 
backpack versions are especially 
worth considering for these types of 
locations. 

On large tees the fairway style of 
unit can be used, especially if they 
have collection facilities. There are a 
number of smaller triple ride-on 
mowers now available using either 
cylinder or rotary cutting units and 
some of these have been specifically 
designed with tees in mind, especial-
ly where banking is involved. 

If new tees are being considered, 
how they are going to be cost effec-
tively mown needs to be addressed at 

BEAGLE PROMOTIONS 
Scorecards • Course Measurement • Yardage Books • Tee Signs 

Event Boards • Leaderboards • Not ice Boards • Bag Tags • Green Fee Tickets 
Call Philip Mclnley on : 01883 344244 

emai l us: eag lepromot ions@compuserve .com 

visit our website @ www.eaglepromotions.co.uk 
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.Time for 

Give your tees a clean edge with a variety of products on offer 

the point of planning. This will avoid 
a lot of problems tnat could occur 
after they have become established. 

Cutting heights on tees is impor-
tant, bearing in mind the volume and 
concentration of traffic using them. 

The leaf cover needs to be kept 
high so the plants can gain as much 
nutrient as possible through photo-
synthesis. Somewhere between 
6-13mm is the suggested scale. 

Bunker surrounds are another area 
that will need special aiiention when 
it comes to mowing. Rotaries have 
already been mentioned in respect of 
any banking but often there is a lip 
or edge that will need to be kept 
trimmed. This could be done with a 
•air of edging shears but this is like-

ly to be a long labour-intensive 
operation if there are a several bunker 
surrounds to be trimmed. 

A number of edging machines are 
now available that would be ideal for 
this job. These generally use a verti-
cal-mounted blade that operates in 
conjunction with an edging guide, 
either the wheels or rollers set to the 
depth of cut. As they are not self-pro-
pelled the operator can gauge his 
walking speed to obtain the best fin-

S 

ish. This method of edging certainly 
speeds up the operation considerably. 

It is easy to dismiss the role of tees. 
Generally they are the first sight the 

Sers have of a course, so their up-
A) and general appearance are 

important as they say a lot about the 
rest of the course and how it is main-
tained. 

From a golfer's point-of-view, the 
tee is the starting point of a trip into 
the unknown, certainly mentally and 
often physically. It is his introduction 

to a particular hole, one that he hopes 
he will not fall into - his action can 
make or break what follows out on 
the course. Certainly on the first tee 
there can be an element of fear and 
trepidation plus there is often an 
audience of other players waiting to 
tee off. The tee is the one point where 
golfers cannot blame the results of 
their play on the condition of the 
playing surface. Why? Because the 
ball is on top of a plastic or wooden 
peg a few centimetres above the turf 
and the only time in the game when 
it is not in direct contact with the 
turf. Pound to a penny there will be 
some excuse relating to the tee's sur-
face for a poorly played shot, so the 
object of the exercise is to make sure 
the presentation is top rate. There is 
plenty of equipment on the market 
to help achieve this, plus save time. 


