20+YEARS
EXPERIENCE

YOURS FOR THE ASKING...

Irrigation systems, lakes and
reservoirs, plus specialist
contracting services for golf
and golf courses
aQuaAturf g
Unit 18, Downton Industrial Estate, Batten Road,

YL0){#)] Downton, salisbury, Wiltshire SP5 3HU
§ TEL: 01725513880 FAX: 01725 513003

FREE

NATIONWIDE SEMINARS

Field Irrigation recognise that a well maintained reliable
irrigation system is a necessity for growing fine turf.

All Field Irrigation systems have a comprehensive warran-
ty to provide you peace of mind.

However, not all clubs can be so lucky.

That is why we are running a series of FREE nationwide
seminars on irrigation system maintenance, to let you
take control of your own system.

For further details on the range of seminars and for infor-
mation on the range of Field Irrigation systems, please
contact;

Richard Owen, Field Irrigation Ltd, Asparagus Farm,
Court Lodge Road, Appledore, Kent TN26 2DH

FREEPHONE 0800 214447
Fax: 01233 758790

FIELD
—

)
IRRIGATION

WATER IS OUR ELEMENT

When it comes to staying the course, you can bank on
the Allen National range keeping you on the straight and
narrow, The Allen National range of triple mowers — 68,

wLie 0845 60 10 815
e | I I e n e 12500 ot d o et 7

)R A FREE BROCHURE CAL

68DL & 84 — are the only real choice for the
professional on the tees and surrounds. And as for
bunkers, they're no longer a hazard

The 68DL has transport speed, electric start and full
width rollers. Banking has never been so easy.

Allen Power Equipment Ltd.
The Broadway, Didcot, Oxon OX11 8ES
Tel: (01235) 515400 Fax: (01235) 515401
Website: www.allenpower.com —
Email: sales@allenpower.com — POSTCODE
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Roland Taylor gives a complete guide to crime prevention and

what to do to minimise the damage if the burglars do call.

TWOC

(TAKEN WITHOUT OWNER’S CONSENT)

With police forces throughout the
UK severely stretched, the chances of
break-ins “and theft are greatly
increased, especially where there is
insufficient protection of property and
equipment. Many golf courses are sit-
uated in isolated areas with their
machinery sheds sited a long way from
the main complex. In addition to bur-
glaries, those courses close to a
conurbation are also likely to be tar-
gets for vandalism. .

It is a fact that police resources have
been badly eroded in rural areas and
due to lack of manpower and the dis-
tances involved, response to a crime
can give the criminal a head start in
getting away. One answer to this prob-
lem is the formal or informal self-help
crime prevention schemes. Courses
located in rural areas might like to con-
sider setting one of these up.

Insurance companies, when assessing
a club and the level of premiums will
expect an individual within the organ-
isation to be responsible for the
security. Part of this person’s brief
should be to make members aware of
the importance of reporting any unusu-
al activity both in the complex and out
on the course. By making everyone vig-
ilant, the risks of a crime being
committed can  be  reduced.
Neighbourhood Watch has proved this
in the domestic sector. Your own “Club
Watch” could be a good idea.

As far as course maintenance equip-
ment is concerned, the question is how
much and what type of security is
required to be effective? '

A theft prevention plan needs to be
drawn up and should be reviewed on
a regular basis. In preparing this it is
necessary to take into account the fol-
lowing ;(spccls:

B Stopping thieves gaining entry

W Make removal as difficult as possible

M If stolen goods are recovered you will
have to be able to prove they were your
property.
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Gaining entry

There are three things that should be
borne in mind at this stage - time, noise
and lights. Thieves are going to think
twice if a break-in is going to be a long
process, plus the possibility of alarms
and warning lights going off.

Fencing around the machinery com-
pound is the first line of defence. This
can be of the heavy chain-link type,
close boarded or a special high securi-
ty fence. All these should be securely
attached to posts set in concrete. Barb
or razor wire can be used on the top,
but only where members of the public
are not likely to come into contact with

. The gates need to be strongly con-
xtm(tcd and mounted so that they
cannot be removed from their hinges.

Anti theft security posts can also be
used to secure the entry and exits from
the storage area and in front of the
entry doors. One manufacturer states
that their range has been tested to an
impact speed of 20mph. The posts
bent from vertical to uppr( ximately 15
degrees at an estimated impact weight
of 34 tonnes. These types of posts can
be quickly placed in position or
removed and are locked at the top.
Anyone considering using posts should
make sure they are buying anti-theft
and not for anti-parking ones.

Perimeter lighting and alarm systems
are another possibility. Clear an area of
undergrowth around the outside of the
compound so that any would-be
intruder has no cover in which to work
on gaining entry. It sounds like it is
being suggested you building Stalag 17,
but, unfortunately determined crimi-
nals will go to great lengths to gain
access.

Buildings

Often as not, use has to be made of
what already exists, but in situations
where there is a choice, purpose- -built
storage units should be the first con-
sideration. These come in a variety of
shapes and sizes and can be specially
manufactured to specific requirements.

A company specialising in these types
of structures should be consulted.
Heavy-duty steel container units with
security locks are a popular choice.

Where traditional brick or timber
buildings are used, they will require reg-
ular attention to ensure they are kept
in good repair. Replace any rotted tim-
ber especially around windows and
doors. Windows can be barred or cov-
ered internally with metal screening.
The doors should be fitted with heavy-
duty hinges and internal bolts and an
alarm system needs to be installed.

Any “locks (including padlocks)
should always be to the highest secu-
rity stands irds and que ality available.
Again, it is best to go to a company
specialising in these.

Surveillance cameras

There are some situations where the
cost of these is justified, or they could
be part of a much larger system that
monitors the hotel car parks and other
sites around a complex. If one of these
is being considered it is a good idea to
make sure the machinery compound is
included as this is where considerable
amount of capital is tied up.

Signage

This is a relatively cheap form of
deterrent. It may make the thief think
breaking-in is 00 risky. The signs
should tell a prospective intruder tftu
the building has alarms, surveillance
cameras and other security protection.
These signs must look pl()tusmml

Equipment

Letsassume that potential thieves have
gained entry to the building. For their
operation to be successful they now have
to remove the machinery. It is at this
point that they are faced with the next
line of defence - immobilisation.

A determined team of criminals will
come equipped with the means of mov-
ing what they are after This could
include a low loader lorry with lifting
gear and winches.

Pedestrian mowers and turfcare
machinery can be chained to larger units
or immovable objects such as wall or
ground locks.

Tools, brushcutters, chainsaws and
other small items are best stored in spe-
cially constructed units that are bolted
down or cemented into the floor. There
are units of this type also available for
vehicles so that equipment can be made
secure when being used out on the
course.

When it comes to larger machinery,
this can be immobilised using wheel
clamps. Remove all ignition keys, set
any alarms or manual electronic immo-
bilisers. Trailers and other towed
equipment can be chained in the same
way as pedestrian mowers.

It would have taken thieves a consid-
erable time and probably a lot of noise
to overcome the obstacles outlined
above - as a result there is every chance
they will think twice before staging the
mhl)cr):

Recovery

So, you discover an empty storage
area - it's at this point that the prob-
lems really start. Replacement
equipment is urgently needed; there
are the police and insurance compa-
nies to deal with - its hassle all the way
from here on. In addition, to this costs
start escalating and a lot of time is lost.

Detailed information on what has
been stolen will be required. Whilst
none of this can be avoided, there are
some things that can be done to speed
up the recovery.

Trackers

These systems are largely used on
cars and large plant machinery. It may
be worth considering installing one on
the more expensive equipment. An
electronic tracking device is fitted and
once the item is moved a signal is emit-
ted showing its location. This is picked
up by a monitoring station and relayed
to the police.



DON’T LET
IT HAPPEN

TO YOU

ID Tagging

Over the last few vears this form of
identification has become popular and
today many manufacturers fit tags
before the equipment leaves the facto-
ry. These consist of microchips that
contain a code that relates to the prod-
uct. The code together with make,
model and serial numbers are fed into
a mainframe computer. Once the
machine has been sold, information
regarding the new owner is added to
the database. In the event of it being
stolen the details of the police are who
are involved are also recorded.

T'he tags size makes them virtually
impossible to detect with the naked
eye and a number can be applied to
different parts of a unit. They can only
be read using specialist equipment,
which a large number of police forces
throughout the country now have.

Multi-technology readers are now
available that can read and write to a
whole range of tags and this combined
with a considerable reduction in costs
will see increasing use of these identi-
fication systems in the future.

Your own ID

This can be stamped into metal parts
of the machine, which are normally out
of sight. It could be a series of num-
bers or letters. A record of what has
been done and where, needs to be kept.

Computer records

Modern computer systems are ideal
for keeping up-to-date information on
equipment. This should include,

Suppliers details

All serial numbers including engine

Any modifications that have been made
Purchase price

Depreciation

Photographs can also be easily stored.

All this information can be accessed
quickly with as little delay as possible.
Where a machine is stolen, it is a
good idea to inform the supplier or
manufacturer. This is because there is

an outside chance the new owner
might contact them or one of their
dealers regarding parts or manuals.

Some publications also run a column
listing stolen equipment in case one of
their readers is approached with a bar-
gain offer.

Staff

Theft can occur any time and any-
where and staff should be always
vigilant, not just with their employer’s
equipment but also their own belong-
ings, whether out on the course or in
the staff room. It is a hot day; so a jack-
et containing a wallet is left on the grass
or money is left in a lunch bag in the
staff area. The majority of these types

of theft are carried out on the spur of

the moment. An opportunity presents
itself and is taken. This kind of situa-
tion not only causes the victim loss and
upset it can also lead to suspicion and
lower staff moral.

Responsibility

Throughout this article we have

talked about the different forms of

security. You can have the best anti-
theft Iimm‘liun available, but if doors
are left open all day and machinery left
out on the course unattended for long
periods - then it is all worthless.

Each security system requires human
input, either to switch it on or to lock
something up. One member of the
greenkeeping team should be respon-
sible for carrying out the security
procedures, otherwise there is the pos-
sibility that one person will think
another has done it.

Sods Law is that the break-in will
occur that night.

No security procedures or systems
provide 100% protection. Determined
thieves will find a way of getting what
they want. At lw\t"\'nu can secure
premises and property to the degree at
which they realise it is going to be a
difficult operation and decide to give
it a miss.

NOW YOU SEE IT
8AM

NOW YOU SEE IT!

LINCMASTER ‘THIEF STOPPERS’

YOUR PROBLEM’S SOLVED

LINCMASTER
THIEF STOPPERS

Tel: 01522 529444
Fax: 01522 510868

Email: stopthief@btinternet.com www.lincmaster.co.uk

KEEP THIS SCUM
OUT OF WORK

This man makes a living out of stealing other people’s property. If it will fit in his van
he'll have it.

But there is one thing that really spoils his day. And that is when he sees anything with
a Datatag warning sticker. Because he immediately knows that the owner has covertly
attached high-tech transponders to their property.

Which means that it can be traced back to its lowful owner in seconds.

And although this scum may be a common thief, he is cer-
tainly no fool. So he’ll go looking for an easier target.

d=isi=Eg

Datatag ID Ltd,, Sopwith Drive, Brooklands, Weybridge, Sumey KT13 0UZ
Tel: 01932 358100 www.datatog.co.uk emoil: info@datatag.co.uk

Datatag. Makes your property just too hot to handle!
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ATTENTION

ALL

GREENKEEPERS

We recognise your need for high quality
products at an affordable price. That is why
the “Turf Rise” range has been developed
as a programmed approach to efficient turf
management.

Applying the best of plant nutrients, (mini-
granular or liquid), this all-in-one treatment
provides effective, economical results.

CONTACT
YOUR LOCAL

Greentech Scotland

Turfcare NE England 01207 505837

Strike Topturf NW England 01614 567109

To join Greenpride Linesorks/Notts 01522 703772
the ever GrassRoots Home Counties 01189 736600
increasing Coburns Ireland (N+S) 028406 62207
number of Unichem Ireland 0035 318351499
greenkeepers Best Green Prods Denmark 0045 98236330

Wi e uilog Di Crivellaro  ltaly 0039 0457101966
this proven method DISTRIBUTOR

of management, or for

further information, contact

head office and speak to Alistair Ballantyne
on 01674 678388 or go directly to your local
distributor.

01786 480020

\.\ORT‘CULTURAL

PRopucTS
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WAIT R
TIL YOU<

Don't sign a finance deal &8
until you've calledus &2

a JOHN DEERE CREDIT

JOHN DEERE CREDIT, TRADING NAME OF JOHN DEERE BANK SA.
REGISTERED OFFICE IN ENGLAND AND WALES: JDC HOUSE. BARNETT WAY, BARNWOOD, GLOUCESTER GL4 3RT

27752

MAKING IT EASIER
TO WORK HARDER

engine with pedal start

Operator-selected differentigl lock = 4-wheel hydraulic braking
* Purchase & Rental /* Flexible Finance Packages

e The Most Comprehénsive Warranty in the Industry

Featuring - 11 HP, 351

Call the SaleS Hotline: 01235 537575

Your Golfing Partner
Golf Car UK Dunmgie Court, Wootton Road, Abingdon Oxfordshire OX13 6BH



It was all happening at Broadstone Golf Club when Scott MacCallum
met up with Course Manager Adrian Archer just before Christmas...

Above: The old railway
cutting which runs
through the course

The staff were in the process of mov-
ing into a brand new maintenance
facility and the painful task of finding
suitable homes for the contents of large
cardboard boxes was well under way.
While this would ensure better condi-
tions for the team, out on the golf course
the quality of the conditions have nev-
er been in doubt. A point that was
brought home with the club’s contin-
ued success in the prestigious BIGGA
Golf Environment Competition in
which last year Broadstone was a
Regional winner.

“Monday was moving day, but today,

with the course being closed due to the
flooding, we are making a serious effort
to get things sorted out,” explained
Adrian, as we sat in the bare room, but
for a desk, two chairs and a bookcase,
which was to be his office.

Although the sheds have been in their
ideal location for some time now the
nature of the course is that “getting
about” has always been a problem.

“From here the course is three quar-
ters of amile that way and three quarters
of amile that way,” he says, while point-
ing in two opposite directions.

The course covers 360 acres of which

100 acres in the middle is common
ground. No hole run along side anoth-
er and you only ever see other golfers
ﬂeeting?)’r. This means that as every hole
is separate it takes us longer to cut
greens, tees etc than the average golf
course. There is no green where you can
just jump from one to the next - you
almost have to go in order and we just
waste 10% of our time just in travelling,
There is no short cut. We have some
walks of 200 metres from green to tee.”

The course was originally designed by
Dunn and consisted of nine heathland
holes and nine parkland but the park-
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land nine were ploughed up in the war
effort. After the war Colt was called on
to design the back nine. Both architects
must have been delighted with the
undulating heathland that they were
given to work with - it really is a dream
site. The success of the design has led
to many top amateur competitions
being hosted at Broadstone.

The Poole/Bournemouth area is not
one which would be near the top of
many holidaying golfers lists but
Broadstone enjoys a reputation of being
at the forefront of a remarkably strong
sroup of quality courses, including
%’arkst(mc, Isle of Purbeck ané
Brockenhurst.

“Very good golfers tend to know about
us but we're not really in golfing coun-
try. When Jack McMillan visited he was

T
>

Above: Members enjoy the winter practice of chipping into a circle
Right: Broadstone's unique snake pit... well away from the playing
areas stresses Adi (left)

staggered by the beauty of the course’s
design and the fact that it wasn't well
known. He saw the place as
Sunningdale’s southern twin,” revealed
Adi.

Adi is an advocate of traditional green-
keeping methods and the team is
looking to increase the average of 50%
bent on his greens.

“We are getting there but it is hard
work. A lot of aeration goes on because
we've got problems with drainage on
greens. They are traditional style and
are built on what was here, either dug
into a hill and into the clay or gm\'gl'
subsoil.

“People think that as some are on
gravel they will drain well but if you get
on heathland gravel that has capped
over with silt it becomes like concrete

and nothing can go 1hmu’§h it. This

makes drainage aeration difficult.”

As a more drastic approach to solvin;?
the problem they have already drainec
one green, the 7th, and it has become
the driest on the course.

The project was not without its com-
plications

“We did in in the winter and used a
herringbone drainage system and we'd
planned to lift the turf with a turf cut-
ter and do it by hand leaving an edge
alongside the the drains so that when
we put the soil back in we'd have a nice
solid edge, a tip we got from Ed
McCabe, at Brockenhurst.

“On paper and to begin with it did-
n't look to long a job. 'h‘ne front of the
green wasn't too bad but when we
reached the back even with pick axes



we could hardly break it down,” he
recalled..

A club member, a builder, provided
the answer, or so it was thought, when
he brought in a mini digger but such
was the nature of the subsoil the digger
was pulled forwards, off the boards and
on to the green itself so that approach
had to be abandoned.

“It actually vindicated our decision to
do the green in the first place and the
members, having played on a tempo-
rary green for a time while it knitted in,
have welcomed it.”

A programme of draining further

ns will now be implemented fol-
ﬁ:‘\:ng the success of the 7th green.

“We also have an on-going pro-
rramme of draining around the greens.
J{Ne aim to prevent surface water reach-

ing the greens from the surrounding hills
by remodelling where possible. Water
still flows across some of the greens from
off the hills for up to an hour after it
has stopped raining,

“Secondly we are installing a horse-
shoe drain a metre deep around the
greens set into the hills to prevent sub-
surface water reaching the greens. If that
is not successful then we will drain the
greens still causing a problem.”

“We started two years ago and now
the club accepts that this is the way to
€0, said Adi, who trained as a horti-
culturist and worked for Bournemouth
Parks Department, latterly on a munic-
ipal golf course before taking on the job
at Broadstone.

The move to the well appointed and
equipped facility with all the modern
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conveniences is the culmination of
many years up-grading of Broadstone’s
sheds.

Having originally been down close to
the clubhouse, the two sheds were by a
lake and every time it rained heavily the
area flooded the sheds. Everything was
stored there but for the rootzone, sand
etc which was in the middle of the
course.

“It was a logistical nightmare,” said
Adi.

The sheds were eventually moved to
the present site in the middle of the
course in 1978 and these have now been
replaced by a modern facility.

When they were originally moved
there was no electricity, water or tele-
phone.

Fresh water was added when Adi dis-

covered an old irrigation pipe still intact
running across the course passing close
tothe si‘;cds. We brought in mains water
from the road and then connected to
the old irrigation pipe and then ran a
spur to the sheds.”

“Before that there had been a water
tank around the back which froze in the
winter and the boys used it to wash their
hands as well as washing the machines
with buckets from it,” recalled Adi, who
also expressed how fortunate he was to
have such talented and hardworking
group of staff and that many of them
showed great loyalty to the club.

Mains electric arrived in the early 90s,
courtesy of the irrigation system when
the pump station was being wired

Before the telephone was installed -
Adi took advantage of a standard charge
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This page: Some of the wonderful flora and
fauna to be found on Broadstone with the 7th
hole, much improved after the drainage work
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for installation which meant £75
instead of over £1000 as the cable had
to come from a quarter of a mile away
- he had to make his way down to the
clubhouse every time I)lle wanted to
order something or get someone to take
alook at a maéiﬁne.

“It was a mile round trip and when
someone wasn't in you had to do it
again," he explained.

The new facility marks the tri-
umphant conclusion to a history,
pmgably mirrored by many other clubs,
which could also be said to reflect the
development of the greenkeeping pro-
fession.

“We now have an office, a mess room,
drying room, toilets and shower.
Everything we could possibly need,” he
said.

Their recognition as Regional Winners
in the recent BIGGA Golf Environment
Competition, in association with
Amazone, is not the first time they have
achieved success in the competition and
this is borne out of an environmental
programme which has been developed
since 1982.

“Back then we were talking about
bracken overwhelming heather which
was close to the edge of the fairway.
When we cut this bact the heather start-
ed to flourish and this continued when,
not unlike Hankley Common, we start-
ed felling trees as the next stage in
rregenerating the heather. this is now
part of the on-going maintenance regime
in returning the course to heathland and
is proving very successful. To date over
15 hectares have been clear felled.




“Now we have dragon fly ponds, we
go bat watching with the members,
we've got deer, badgers and we've even
got a snake pit.

“That started by accident in an area
where we tipped our rubbish well away
from the clubhouse, flower borders and

laying areas. We tipped in a load of

ranches and then pampas grass and
this attracted snakes. We got six foot
grass snakes, adders and smooth snakes,
all the British varieties basking in one
place at the same time.”

One of the staff, Terry Elborn, is an
avid bird watcher often travelling
around the world to watch unusual birds
and he, along with Broadstone Deputy,
Martin Coward, hit the national press
a few years ago when a Great Bustard
was .\|1|mn-nll) spotted flying over the

course attracting “twitchers” from all
over the country and national press cov-
erage.

Whether the sighting was genuine or
not it takes nothing away from the
wealth of wildlife at the Club which it
nurtures through a strong and healthy
relationship with English Nature.

Talking to Adi you become swept up
in his enthusiasm for his job and his
place of work.

“People ask why I haven’t moved on
but I love Bournemouth and the area
so much. We have the New Forest, the
beach and the weather. And, of course,
this course. There is so much to do on
it.”

You get the feeling that Broadstone
and Adrian Archer are a pretty good
match.

B Kawasaki

NUY OF
GREEN]S

Immaculate greens are the product of sheer hard work, which is why the new
Mule Diesel 2510 is the envy of the fairways. Built for the toughest terrain, the
Mule gives you more power, performance, load capacity and fuel efficiency
and, with its low-ground pressure qualities, you won't leave any divots.

B 23 hp, 3 cylinder, 4-stroke, liquid cooled, diesel engine
Automatic variable speed transmission
Dual mode differential for rear axle
Dual range gear box with selectable 4-wheel drive
12-months warranty

CALL FREE ON 0800 316 4448 now

to put the power to work for you
(Outside the UK, call +44 1666 511356) www.kawasaki.co.uk

QUARRIES & LANDFILL

® Building Sand

® Concrete Aggregates
® Shingles

® Roadstone

® Root Zones

® Top Dressings

® Path Materials

® Lorry Hire

® Bulk Excavation

® Muck Away Services

We are proud to supply Wareham White
Bunker Sand to Broadstone Golf Club

Tel: 01202 744333
Fax: 01202 737920
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The new Kubota STo-30 and STw-35

Two great all-rounders join the No 1 team

The STa-30 and STa-35 tractors are the
latest two all-rounders to join Kubota's

all-star line-up.

Packing a deft punch, the newcomers
will bring greater economy, reliability and
versatility to your grounds maintenance
operations... with more than a touch of

added refinement.

Bi-Speed Turn remains a Kubota exclusive
for smoother, tighter turns, but is now
engaged electronically at the touch of

a button.

You thought that the ST-30 was comfortable!
Now you'll be in clover with tilt steering, a wide flat
deck, reduced sound and vibration levels, colour-coded

levers, full hydraulic power steering and cruise control.

Performance was great. Now it's even better thanks to

the smoother, quieter 30 hp and 35 hp three-cylinder E-TVCS

engines, the enhanced three-range hydrostatic transmission giving

higher speeds and greater climbing ability, the 55° front wheel
turning angle and the 1,150 kg lift capacity at the link arm ends.

With their contemporary styling and great all-round versatility, the Kubota

STa-30 and STa-35 make a winning combination for the new millennium.

Whichever way you look at them, it will be difficult to find two better

all-rounders. Talk to your Kubota dealer today.

Designed to lead.

Kubota (UK) Ltd,
Dormer Road, Thame,
Oxon., OX9 3UN.
Telephone: 01844 214500
Fax: 01844 216685

CALL THE HOTLINE: 01844 268111

www.kubota.co.uk e-mail: tomb@kubota.co.uk
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