Have you booked your place on
the Region’s package to BTME
2002, which includes transport,
accommodation & entry to the
BTME show. This year the seminar
sessions are extra.

Richard Whyman

South Coast

Firstly, many apologies for the lack
of Section notes for the last couple
of months. The problem has now
been rectified and normal service
has been resumed. As you read this
many of you will have played in the
winter tournament at Barton-on-
Sea and been to the Section AGM.
[ know your committee work
extremely hard on your behalf try-
ing to make the Section a success,
so it would be nice to see more peo-
ple supporting the coming events.
We, as greenkeepers, are always busy
but we should put time aside to
attend Section events. As the New
Year approaches our minds turn to
BTME. For those who have not
made the journey to Harrogate then
I can thoroughly recommend it. It
truly is a week not to miss as the
learning experience continues. Paula
Humphries can be contacted for
those interested in the South West
coach trip, which is excellent value
for money.

As a Section we must congratulate
Adi Archer and his team at
Broadstone Golf Club for their suc-
cess in  winning the BIGGA
Environment competition this year.
We were fortunate to play Broadstone
this summer and were able to see how
much hard work they have put in to
their heathland restoration project
over the past years. They are indeed
a credit to our section and to all
greenkeepeers. Lastly, it just leaves me
to wish all our members a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year
from your committee.

Alex McCombie

South Wales

It is with great sadness that I have
to inform the members of the
recent sudden passing away of Paul
Robinson, former Head
Greenkeeper of the Pyle & Kenfig
Golf Club. Paul had been retired
from the club that he devoted his
entire working life to, for only 10
weeks.

Paul was a well respected father
figure of the greenkeeping frater-
nity in South Wales and was
renowned for his wit and sense of
humour. Just being in his compa-
ny was fun itself!

He was an ardent supporter of
BIGGA and was the treasurer of
theSection for over 14 years.

It is said that Paul took only one
holiday in his entire working life,
many ‘years ago, to Malta for a
week! From then on in he took his
holiday entitlement in half days as
he couldn’t bear to be away from
the course that he tended to and
cared for so very much,

Alovely gentleman, generous and
humorous, he will be sadly missed.

The final of the Rigby Taylor
Matchplay Doubles ('nn'\[n'lilinn
was held recently at the Roval
Porthcawl Golf Club, where Darvl
Bray and Steve Mills took on Jamie
and Herbie Probert.

I'he match was a tight affair with
the conditions making for an exiting
finale to the competition. The high
winds eventually overcame the dri-
ving rain and the sun shone for the
remainder of the match, which saw
Jamie and Herbie triumph on the
1 6th green,

The golf course was in excellent
condition and those who weren't
playing but who supported the match
were lucky enough to be treated to a
what’s what and what's happening to
the course in time for the British
Amateur Championships next year,
from Course Manager David Ward

Our sincere thanks to Roy Barker
and Dave Carvey, our Rigby Taylor
representatives, for organising the
day and for their splendid hospi-
tality. A truly enjoyable day was
had by all! '

Congratulations to Kerry Jones
of Garnant Park Golf Club. Kerry
who has been the Head
Greenkeeper of the club for fow
years was recently promoted to
Golf Manager at the course

Congratulations also to Huw
Morgan of the Wildernesse Golf
Club, near Sevenoaks in Kent
Welshman Huw recently won the
Toro sponsored Excellence in
Greenkeeping award to add to his
list of achievements

Don'’t forget to book your place
at the Winter Tournament/AGM
Christmas dinner, at the Pvle &
Kenfig Golf Club on Wednesday,
December 12. Teeing Off is from
10.00am, the AGM is 3pm and the
Christmas feast is served at
5.30pm. Numbers will be limited

Peter Lacey

Northern

Ireland

Northern Ireland

I'he AGM will have been held at
Rockmount  Golf Club on
November 29. The structure of the
new committee for 2002 will be
detailed in the January magazine
notes

[ would like to congratulate
Alan Strachan, Course Manager
at Royal Co Down Golf Club on
winning the Irish final of the
Excellence in  Greenkeeping
Award which is sponsored by

loro and Lely Ireland. Alan will
go forward to compete in the
Great Britain Finals later this
autumn

Our three members who travelled
over to the National ( hampionship
at Royal Birkdale at the beginning
of October enjoyed the experience
immensely and would like to thank
BIGGA for organising the event
Noel Crawford, Andrew Wrav and
Michael Feeney came in with rea-
difficult
conditions but didn't feature in the
prizes this year
College in Antrim moved their
annual prize day from June to
September because of the Foot &
Mouth crisis. This year, congratu-
lations go to Jane Beattie on
becoming the top student on the
NVQ Level Il course. Jane is the
first female greenkeeper to com-
[\|('l(' the NVQ
Greenmount College
Another training option, which is
now offered to greenkeepers in
Northern Ireland, is the fast track
Level 11 & Level 111 Greenkeeping
course, run by Myerscough College
in Preston

sonable scores in the

Greenmount

course al

The two courses are
currently taking place at Malone
Golf Club in Belfast. The advan-
tage of the fast track system is that
each level can be \nm[‘l(’(ul inl2
months with clasroom attendance
reduced to six to eight days. The
College Tutor presenting both
courses, is Owen Mullins from
Dublin. Owen is a final vear stu-
dent at Myerscough completing a
degree course in Turf Science. If
anyone would like further particu-
lars on the fast track NVQ's ring
Bernhard at Myerscough College
on 01995642205

Lastly, I would like to welcome
William Black from Tandragee
Golf Club to the Section this
month

Ken Henderson

YOU’VE GOT MAIL!

If you’ve got an email account, and want to keep up to date with the
latest news and events from the turfcare industry, drop us an email, and
we’ll add you to our ever increasing list of online subscribers.

We’ll then inform you of any forthcoming features and events via email.

Simply send an email to: updates@bigga.co.uk
quoting your name and Membership number, and we’ll do the rest!
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Simply look through all the products
and services in our guide and name
the companies which the following
telephone numbers refer to;

a. 01273 564015
h. 01797 252298
c. 01858 464346

Write down your three answers on a
postcard and send your entries to:-

Know Your Numbers, Greenkeeper
International, BIGGA HOUSE,
Aldwark, Alne, York YO61 1UF

Entries to reach us no later than
Friday, December 14, 2001. The
first correct entry drawn will receive
a stylish BIGGA Sportswatch!

The judges decision is final. No
correspondence will be entered into.

This competition is not open to
BIGGA staff or non-members.

Last month, Shaun McMillan, from
Kinghorn Municipal GC, certainly
knew his numbers when he correctly
identified all three telephone
numbers,

Our congratulations and a a fantastic
BIGGA sportswatch are on their way
to you!

Aeration Bunker Rakes Drainage
HYDROJECT AERATION
AND CHEMICAL m
'#"ES’SS?!& ?EEXI&E ——

KEITH DRIVER %/

(SPORTSTURF CONTRACTOR)
Tel:01273 564015 Mobile: 07958 532008

8 Morecambe Rd, Brighton, Sussex BN1 8TL

B Jamieson
Golf Advisors Ltd

Bruce Jamieson Golf Advisors Ltd, is an
established company offering expert advice on;

@ Golf Course maintenance

@ Tournament preparation & presentation

@ Machinery selection

@ Budgeting

@ Staff recruitment

@ Soil & turf analysis

@ Establishment of new golf courses
Contact: Bruce Jamieson
Browntop, 17 Haywarden Place, Hartley Wintney, Hants,
RG27 8UA  Telephone: 01252 844847 www.bjgolf.co.uk

Amenity Spraying

If your weeds look bad, and it don’t look good,
who you a call...

WEEDBUSTERS UK LTD

SPECIALIST WEED CONTROL CON
TEL/FAX: 01752 338000
MOBILE: 07970 894616

WWW.WEEDBUSTERS.CO.UK

Artificial Grass

VN e e

VERDE SPORTS

i

Tel: 01254 831666 Fax: 01254 831066
{M_w- i %
@® VERDE TEE FRAMI

Steel platform, woven grass top
® VERDE WINTER TEF

Generous size, self-install kit
@® VERDE DRIVING MATS

Top Quality - Long Life - Best Prices
@ ARTIFICIAL GRASSES
Comprehensive range for pathways,
winter tees and putting
@ DRIVING BAYS & NETS
For club and home use
Gabbotts Farm Barn, Bury Lane,
Withnell, Chorley, Lancashire PR6 BSW
veww.verdesports.com  email: niki@verdesports.com ‘J
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Please call for samples & information

S i . Tt e e A

TIME

ALl

Bio-Technology

Our 10" year supplying biotech solutions

Thinking about a
biological programme?

First ask a biologist

Thatch Reduction
Disease Prevention
Fine Grass Growth

Tel: 01372 456101

www.symbio.co.uk

" Lightweight Rake  raci:
Complete with wooden shaft & black pMypmp tlcad

" Deluxe Rake

With white Hexi-shalt, white polyprop head ] gnp
" Deluxe Rake i
With white fiexi-shaft, white polynwp head b ynp
All prices +VAT Camage at ex

mmmnmmmmmn
Tel: 01235 515400 rax: 01235 515401
Email: sales@allenpower.com

MEMBERS BUNKER RAKES
FROM ONLY £2.54 EACH

Strong construction complete with
replaceable threaded handle

12 for £2.99 each IR
50 for £2.69 each [ReelLY

AN OF GREgN>
100 for £2.54 each end for a FREE SAMPLE

REENKEEPER

Prices are for complete rakes, defivered free.
Rake support pegs - 70p each.

Made in the UK by MW Dyason Ltd,
6/10 Hitchmead Road,
Biggleswade, SG18 ONH

Tel: 01767 317011 Fax: 01767 317186

ol
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CONTOUR

GOLF e+ LIMITED

Construction of new golf development
and upgrading of existing courses
Tel: 01327 879464
Fax: 01327 705777

1 Jubilee Cottages, Norton Rd,
Daventry, Northants NN11

Irish Office no. 064 39965

Ry

@ Construction ® Remodelling
® Reservoir Works

Tel: 01604 468908
Fax: 01604 474853
www.deltagoif2000.co.uk

180 Ruskin Road, Kingsthorpe,
Northampton NN2 7TA

J&E ELY

GOLF COURSE
CONSTRUCTION
Reading, Berks
Tel/Fax: 0118 9722257
E-mail: ely@btinternet.com

.* 40" Anniversary
Biﬁ 1961 - 2001 @

www.elygolfconstruction.cém

TTON & DOl
CONTRACTORS

Sportsturf Trenching Machines
Gravel Banding
Full Drainage System Design

01986 798888

www.cottonanddownes.co.uk

D
i ,ans) Dyrainagé

Limited

SPORTSTURF DRAINAGE SPECIALISTS

* Latest Sportsturf trenching machinery

* Verti Draining - Sand Slitting % Overseeding
* Gravel Banding % Top dressing
Design, installation and maintainence service

Tel: 01257 255321 Fax: 01257 255327

Appley Bridge, Wigan, Lancs

Specialists in land drainage,
golf course construction and
maintenance

M J ABBOTT LIMITED

Bratch Lane, Dinton, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP3 5EB
Tel: 01722 716361 » Fax: 01722 716828

Revolutionary new
reconstruvtion of greens
Fraction of the cost of traditional drainage
Recent contracts include: Market Drayton, Trentham,
Chase and Sandfield Golf & Driving Range

DESIGN - INSTALLATION - SERVICE

NORTH STAFFS IRRIGATION LT

Consulting Watering/Drainage Specialists
E-mail: NorthStaffs.Irrig@btinternet.com

01785 812706

Drainage.
Sand Slitting.
Vertidraining.

¢ ¢ S

Established 45 years
ONGAR, ESSEX
01277 890274

PEARL)

Specialists
in Golf
Course

Construction

JOHN GREASLEY LIMITED

“Ashfield House"” * 1154 Melton Road
Syston Leicester « LE7 2HB

e . Tel: 0116 269 6766
BACGKC ; Mobile: 0836 553899
g Fax: 0116 269 6866

(Turfdry ey
Golf Course Drainage
Specialist

For fast and friendly UK
service call:

Melvyn Taylor
on 01283 551417

or 07836 259133
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White Horse Contractors
Limited

/ 7 r ;
SPECIALIST SPORTS TURF CONTRACTORS

* DRAINAGE
+ CONSTRUCTION
* RENOVATION
* LAKES & RESERVOIRS
+ DESIGN & BUILD
+ CONSULTANCY

Tel: 01865 736 272
Fax: 01865 326 176
www.whitehorsecontractors.co.uk

Lodge Hill, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 21D

SPEEDCUT CONTRACTORS
SPORTSTURF

Construction Drainage

Sandslitting ~ Renovation

British Turf & Landscape
Irrigation Association

”Quality by Association”

Our aim is to ensure
you have the best possi
ble irrigation

system so we constantly
monitor, maintain and
raise the standards

of our members

For a full list of members
contact David Halford

Tel/Fax: 07041 363130
Website: www.btlia.org.uk

Cameron

Suppliers of Irrigation Equipment to Golf Courses
Bowling Greens, Landscapes, Horticulture
Manufacturers of Irrigation Equipment

Existing systems renovated and upgraded

DESIGN « INSTALLATION « SERVICE

IRRIGATION

KEVIN SMITH
Oxford 01865 331479

Golf Course Supplies

1\{@ M.C. & M.A.
I\I_A STEWART
g™ (HAULAGE) LTD

A family business established 1969
BS EN IS0 9002: 1992 Registered Company

GRAVEL, SAND, SOIL,
ROOT ZONE, TOP DRESSING,
WOOD BARK, TRACK MATERIAL

Contact Rachel Stewart

Tel: 01257 792536/792692
Mobile: 07973 426890

Woodlands, 31 Preston Road, Coppull, Chorley, Lancashire PR7 SHS

Exclusive Leisure Ltd,
28 Cannock Street, Leicester, LE4 9HR
Tel: 0116 233 2255

Fax: 0116 246 1561

", ‘TIGER T GOLF MATS’

Quality mats for winter tees,
practice areas and driving ranges.
Any size up to 3m x 3m.

AN
AutoFlow Systems Ltd
NN NN N N

CALL NOW FOR ALL YOUR
WATER REQUIREMENTS ON

SPORTS GROUNDS, GOLF COURSES,
BOWLING GREENS, COMMERCIAL

LANDSCAPING, PRIVATE GARDENS

TEL: 01603 759701 FAX: 01603 758200

AUTO HOUSE, ASHTREE WORKS, MILL ROAD,
BARNHAM BROOM, NORFOLK NR9 4DE

YOUR COMPLETE INDEPENDANT IRRIGATION SPECIALIST

Telephone: +44 (0) 1425 474614
Fax: +44 (0) 1425 471296
hitp:// www.misc.irrig.co.uk
e mail: enqumes@mlsc irrig.co.uk

Evenproducts
Water for Life

IRRIGATION
by HUNTER

EVENPROBUCTS LTD
Tel: 01386 41212 Fax: 01386 423769

for Information and Advice

' Rain 3 B1rD.
IRRIGATION SYSTEMS

Designed, Supplied and installed
throughout the UK and Europe

IRRIGATION
control

“THE PROFFESIONALS CHOICE”
Tel: 01606 558 927
Fax: 01606 862 882

E-mail: mail@irrigationcontrol.co.uk

Website: irrigationcontrol.co.uk
BTLIA Year 2000 Certificate of merit award

Irrigation Technical Services

Design * Supply * Installation + Service
Pumps and tanks supplied
Moleplough & trencher hire

M J ABBOTT LIMITED

Design, supply and installation of

Ran I BIrD.

Irrigation Systems

Tel: 01722 716361

DESIGN
MANUFACTURE
SUPPLY
INSTALLATION

Irrigation Systems
for

Golf Courses
Sportsgrounds
Recreational &
Landscape Areas

Head Office 01460 241939
Scottish Office 0131 2202102
http://www.Ocmis.com

Independent Professional Irri rrigation

h mum
'no‘n PC Systems

Tolephone
01765 602175

B
S 'F—:
Emait:admin@pard.co.uk ][

www.pard.co.uk :

IRRIGATION PRODUCTS

Design. Supply.
Installation.
Service.

ARENR2

Established 45 years
ONGAR, ESSEX
01277 890274

[PEARL)

Lake Construction/Liners

@; Liners for lakes, ponds and

storage lagoons from the
UK’s leading contractor

@; Comprehensive advice
mgardmg.dwgnud
construction of water arcas

Tel: 01206 262676 Fax: 01206 262998

E-mail: sales@geosynthetic.co.uk

www.geosynthetic.co.uk

WATERPROOFING

SERVICES

POND & LAKE
LINING SPECIALISTS
CONTACT US ON
TEL/FAX: 01249 655539
MOBILE: 07768 836316

EMAIL: info@waterproofingservices.com

SportsCourts

UK Limited
Suppliers of oll line morking moterials -
B Ready to use line marking paint
B Transfer wheel applicators
B 750mi Aerosols with a selection of colours

W Acrosol Applicators
B Prices on request

Tel: 01327 340333

Fax: 01327 341053
Email: info@sportscourts.co.uk

QUALITY
AASSURED

Used groundcare equipment
Wide selection available

DOUBLE A

* Cost effective solutions
to your irrigation problems
* Independant professional advice

DESIGN - INSTALLATION - SERVICE

NORTH STAFFS IRRIGATION LTC

Consulting Watering/Drainage Specialists
E-mail: NorthStaffs.Irrig@btinternet.com

01785 812706

g

&
IRRIGATION

Golf Course and Sports Turf
Irrigation since 1984

oakdale.uk.com
info@oakdale.uk.com
Phone: 01427 874200
Fax: 01427 875333
Design, installation and maintenance

York «
Martin

GOLF \RRIGATION CONSULTANTS

hall Industrial Estate, Cupar, Fife

Tel: 01334 657602

www.doublea.co.uk

GRASS
MACHINERY

Large selection of new and
second hand Turf Maintenance
Machinery in stock

FREE DELIVERY IN UK.

Warranty given. Also interested in
purchasing surplus machines

Tel/Fax: 01829 733432
Mobile: 07778 063418

Speak to Europe's most experienced,
independent consultants for objective,
unbiased advice, before deciding

YORK & MARTIN
PO BOX 1192 FORDINGBRIDGE
HANTS, SP6 1YD, UK.

Tel. 01425 652087 Fax. 01425 652476

MOLE CONTROL

TRADITIONAL METHODS USED
North of England covered
Call Arrest-A-Pest
Tel: 01484 684844
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L oH Control Turt Droseings

&. | STRANCO
~ | PRODUCTS

pH control and dosing systems for
your irrigation water, for improved
turf quality.

For nationwide installation,
commissioning, service or advice,
please contact us at:-
STRANCO PRODUCTS
Priory Works, Tonbridge, Kent TN11 0QL
Tel: 0173 4888
Fax: 01732 354222

Railway Sleepers

LANDSCAPING
GRADE SLEEPERS
SELECTED HARDWOOD

QUALITY

B Es PRICES

B ALSO I
COCKLESHELL PATH MEDIA

FINETURF PRODUCTS
Tel: 01375 361606

RAILWAY
SLEEPERS

TEL: 01302 888676 FAX: 01302 880547

“WE WILL BEAT «

« DELIVERY

NE Wi -
=%
QUOTE o

H www.sleeper-supplies.co.uk

Crossing Timbers, 4” x 4" Posts
and Telegraph Poles

RAILWAY SLEEPERS

W WOODEN AND CONCRETE SLEEPERS
W BEST PRICES ON ALL GRADES AND SIZES
W CROSSING TIMBERS, TELEGRAPH POLES
B NEW AND SECONDHAND &1
W A QUALITY ASSURED COMPANY ® v
W NATIONWIDE DELIVERY =

THOUSANDS IN STOCK
Tei: 01302 365222
rax: 01302 341691

TRACKWORK LTD

www.trackwork.co.uk & www.railwaysleepers.uk.com
Email: sales@trackwork.co.uk

TILDENE[T

THE PROFESSIONAL'S CHOICE

* TARGET GREENS

* ANTI-BALL PLUGGING NETS

* PADDED & NET BAY DIVIDERS
* BUNKER MEMBRANE

* PERIMETER FENCING

* BALL-STOP NET

* ANTI-DAZZLE NETTING

TEACHING GOLF NET & FRAME

Ny ERSR<ATE |

GRASS GERMINATION

| For further information please contact

+44 (0)117 966 9684
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BANKS AMENITY PRODUCTS LTD

SUPPLIERS OF
FENDRESS™ ROOTZONE TO USGA
ECONOMY ROOTZONE
DIVOT MIXES
FOR A COMPETITIVE QUOTATION CALL
01858 464346 / 433003

Rolawn
Topsoil you can trust

* Two SAFE quality loams — screened
or blended

* Available all year at short notice
* Blended loam supplied in cubic
metre bags
Screened loam in bulk direct to site
* Back up of Rolawn

For prices and samples,

call: 01904 757314

or email: ian.elwick@rolawn.co.uk

BANKS A

NITY PRODUCTS LTD

EXCLUSIVE MANUFACTURERS OF

FENDRESS GREENTOP™ &
FENDRESS™ TOP DRESSINGS

SUPERIOR, CONSISTENT TOP DRESSINGS AT

AFFORDABLE PRICES
TEL: 01858 464346 / 433003

E=——=BOURNE ——

AMENTTY

»rs of quality dressings, including
iic, fensoil & loams, for fairways,
s & tees, in loads of all sizes
Serving the South of England.

Tel: (01797) 252298 Fax: (01797) 253115

LOVIELTD

QUARRY & CONCRETE PRODUCTS

Producers of all types of quality

peci ds and top dr ing
for Golf Courses, Playing Fields
and Sports Pitches

Cowbog, New Pitsligo, Fraserburgh,
Aberdeenshire, AB43 6PR

Tel: 01771 653777
Fax: 01771 653527

RUFFORD

Top Dressings « Rootzones
Sands - Gravels - Divot Mixes
Soils « Pathway Materials

www.rufford.com

Shirley Aldred & Co. Ltd

Suppliers of high quality
granular charcoal for over 200 years

[l Use one of the oldest
products known {0
man to treat black layer Ml Large stock levels

of all grades

W 16tally organic product

[l Prevent thatch build uy

5 W Delivery anywhere in
maintand UK within
3-4 days

W Improve drainage
and rootzong

Tel: 01433 620003 ‘ﬁf v
Fax: 01433 620388 | %%

FAST-GROWING
TREES

Growth of 6-8 feet per year

For rapid improvement to new
and developing Golf Courses
Hybrid Poplars used for specimen and group plantings
to make handsome trees and perimeter windbreaks.
Hybrid Willows used for screens, hedges, wind
breaks, and dense cover on course,

Both are tolerant of poor soils and sites
and require little post-planting care.

All sizes available from 12 inch slips to
8 foot well-rooted trees.

Prices including delivery from £42 per 100,

or £380 per 1000

Free information pack and advice without
obligation Phone Gordon Hill on
01404 812229 or Fax on 01404 815800

Bowhayes Farm, Venn Ottery, Devon, EX11 1RX
or visit www.bowhayesfarm.co.uk

TREES TREES TREES

For everything to do with trees in the
golfing landscape, planning to planting,
felling and grant applications, long term
management plans and maintenance
programmes. Nationwide service.

TEL: 01259 743212
FAX: 01259 743073
www.eamonnwall.co.uk

EAMONN WALL & CO

WOODLAND DESIGN AND MANAGEMENT

¥E CAR
\‘\ = \"'f/

L

COppa®
GROWERS OF TREES
THE TREE CARRIAGE COMPANY

Court Gate Nursery, Eckington, Pershore, Wores WR10 388

Tel: 01386 750585 Fax: 01386 750197

Email: willpoweruki email com  Web: www.willpowers.co.uk

Turf

INTURF

Turf Growers and Innovators

of Turfgrass Systems

The Chestnuts * Wilberfoss
York * YO41 5NT

Telephone: 01759 321000
Facsimile: 01759 380130
e-mail: info@inturf.co.uk
website: www.inturf.com

R, GROWERS

N# AND SUPPLIERS
OF QUALITY CULTIVATED

&, TEES, GREENS AND AMENITY

\76A/ TURF COUNTRYWIDE

TEL: 01427 890797

FAX: 01427 891785

Email: info@proturf.co.uk

TT ProTurf Ltd

NORTH CARR FARM, WEST STOCKWITH, NR
DONCASTER, SOUTH YORKSHIRE DN10 48D

BAILEY'S OF NORFOLK

GOLF TURF DRESSINGS '+ SAND
SCREENED TOP SOIL - FEN SOIL
Deliveries Nationwide

BAILEY’S OF NORFOLK
Tel: 01603 754607

Vertidraining Hire

NATIONWIDE
VERTIDRAIN HIRE

SELF OPERATED
OR WITH OPERATOR

TRACTOR WITH 1.6m
£500 PER WEEK

TRACTOR WITH 2m
£700 PER WEEK

: 01522 869100

www.countygrass.co.uk

PETER MANNINGTON

Specialist Verti-Drain C: for the South

For greens, tees, fairways and sportsgrounds
Expenenced operator, competitive prices and reliable service

Tel/Fax Peter on 01580 861211
or Mobile 07850 612061

1 White Horse Cottages, Silverhill, Hurst Green
Etchingham, East Sussex TN19 70A

CONTACT THE
PROFESSIONALS
FREEPHONE 0500 432 120

or 0780 125 6767
DAY OR NIGHT
FOR ALL TYPES OF AERATION,
CULTIVATION AND SEEDING,
CONTACT MICHAEL SEWARD AT

SEWARD TURF MAINTENANCE
YORK

WORTH
DRAINING

VERTIDRAINING and
HOLLOW CORING HIRE
Distance no object
Contact Peter Bloodworth
Cornbecks Farm, Imham, Grantham,
Lincolnshire. Tel/Fax: 01476 550266
or Paul Simpson, Manager
Tel: 01476 585 549 Mobile: 0797 450 4793

Wildlife Management

)

WILDLIFE
MANAGEMENT

The specialists in all
aspects of UK wildlife

RABBIT PROBLEMS?
0870 757 2844

RABBITS FOXES DEER GEESE BADGERS
SQUIRRELS MINK MOLES BIRDS etc

www.wildlifemanagement.co.uk
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Job Shop

Seeking a position at a golf course
design/construction company or
an Assistant/First Assistant position
preferably at a company/club in
Scotland-Glasgow or Fife area, but
will be open to all offers from UK.
Qualifications up to HND in Golf
Course Management and a PA1-
PAG certificate. Over 18 months
work experience on cool season
grasses and two years on warm
season grasses. Looking to start in
the new year (February-March).
JS/129/01.

JS/129/01

Enthusiastic and well motivated
Head Greenkeeper seeks new
challenge in the South East area.

Possible interest in working
abroad.

Relevant qualifications including
D32/33.

CV available on request.
JS/130/01

TREES FOR SALE

NURSERY SECONDS
FROM £3.50 EACH

TEL/FAX: 01925 821002

ODAY!

Visit www.bigga.org.uk and check out the
latest chat from the greenkeeping industry

FOR GREENKEEPERS BY GREENKEEPERS CHAT GREENKEEPERS

g’\ DUDDINGSTON
Y GOLF CLUB

LIMITED

DGC

require a

GREENKEEPER

The structure and management of the green staff at

Duddingston Golf Club has changed during 2001, and to sup-
port the ongoing development of the course we invite
applications for an experienced greenkeeper to join the green-
keeping team.

We seek a qualified greenkeeper, with experience in all aspects
of turf management, who is able to work on his own initiative.

An attractive renumeration package is available.

Applications with a brief career history and experience/qualifi-

cations should be sent to:

General Manager,
Duddingston Golf Club Ltd,
Duddingston Road West,
Edinburgh EH15 30D

L5 \rﬁ

Sﬁitabl)' qualified and experienced

DEPUTY HEAD

GREENKEEPER

required for 27 hole course,

30m miles north of Hamburg,
accommodation is available

reply to - Head Greenkeeper, Golf Club Schloss
Breitenburg e. V.,25524 Breitenburg, Germany
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Recruitment

TURF PRODUCTION
MANAGER

CampoSol, a privately owned farming company, based in south west

Portugal, are seeking a manager with ambition to assist in the expan-
sion of their turf (sod) growing enterprise supplying the amenity
markets of Portugal and Spain.

This is a demanding role and the successful applicant will need to
be a good team player and have the ability to be self-motivated.
You will need to live in Portugal and preferably speak either
Portuguese or Spanish as well as English. Knowledge or experience
of growing and establishing crops in a warm season climate is also
required. Having a mechanical aptitude is preferred as is knowledge
of turf (sod) related machinery although this is not essential.

A comprehensive award package is offered to the successful appli-
cant and assistance will be available for relocation and expenses. All
enquires should be addressed to Peter Knight in confidence using
the contact details below:

CampoSol LDA, Apartado 123, 7645-909 Vila Nova de
Milfontes, Portugal.

Tel: 00351 283 990 010  Fax: 00351 283 998.411
E-mail: camposol@mail.telepac.pt

ASSISTANT GREENKEEPER

Required at

HORNE PARK =
vy~ Golf Academy Limited

To work on its successful USGA constructed 9 hole Members/Play & Play
parkland course with 24 bay Driving Range. The successful applicant
must be self motivated with at least 3 years experience NVQ2, spraying
certificate, and a sound knowledge of machinery a definite advantage.

Salary negotiable in accordance with experience.

Applications in writing with C.V to:

Mr. J. McGuire,Head Greenkeeper
Horne Park Golf Academy Ltd. Croydonbam Lane,
South Godstone, Surrey RH9 8JP

Chobham Golf Club

ICqU”CMH

ASSISTANT GREENKEEPER

An opportunity has arisen for an enthusiastic individual to join our
Hard working team. Candidates must have at least NVQ Level 2
and preferably a current Spraying Certificate.

Pay commensurate with experience

No accommodation available

Apply in writing with full CV to :-
Scott Reeves, Head Greenkeeper, Chobham Golf Club,
Chobham Road, Knaphill, Woking, Surrey GU21 2TZ

FREE online Job Shop Ads!

If you didn’t already know, BIGGA upload all recruitment advertising from the pages of Greenkeeper
International to coincide with the launch of each issue. Many Greenkeeper members have found the online
recruitment section to be of great benefit, particularly if they have left their magazine at work! They can simply
log on at home, to the BIGGA website, and access all of the latest jobs available in the fine turf industry. Also, if a
member is looking for employment, their advert will appear in this database for prospective employers to read.

Any member who has found themselves out of work as a direct result of the Foot and Mouth Outbreak may wish
to take advantage of the BIGGA websiite to help find another club. As a special service to members the
Association will allow you to post a Job Shop advert on the website, listing your experience and qualifications,
offering your services free of charge. Further information can be obtained from the Sales & Marketing
Department at BIGGA HOUSE Tel: 01347 833800 email: sales@bigga.co.uk

Please note: This offer only applies to website adverts and not those which you wish to appear in Greenkeeper International.

Name

Club/Company

Address

Tel:

Email:

Send your completed order form to: Jennifer Whichello, Cheryl Broomhead or Meredith Foster,
Greenkeeper International, BIGGA HOUSE, Aldwark, Alne, York YO61 1UF, or fax the form to us
on 01347 833802. Alternatively, you can also email your copy to jennifer@bigga.co.uk
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GREENKEEPING STAFF
FOR THE GROW-IN PERIOD

Aphrodite Hills Resort — IN CYPRUS

This exciting new development requires staff to assist in the pre-opening
maintenance of the course. Candidates should retain knowledge of course
maintenance, possess good machinery operating skills and have the drive and
enthusiasm required to work in a foreign environment.

Accommodation will be provided with the contract package.
Applications in writing with full C.V. to:

The Golf Course Superintendent. Lanitis Development Ltd
PO Box 50203, 3602 Limassol, CYPRUS.

EXPERIENCED AND
QUALIFIED GREENKEEPER

WYKE GREEN GOLF CLUB

For an 18 hole course situated west of London.

The successful candidate will be self-motivated, have a good working
knowledge of the maintenance of a parkland course together with expe-
rience of machine maintenance,

PA1 and PA2 certificate preferred.
No Accommodation provided. £14,000 plus overtime.

Please reply in writing with current C.V. to:
The Secretary/Manager Wyke Green Golf Club (1996) Ltd.
Syon Lane, Isleworth, Middx, TW7 5PT.
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Wearside Golf Club 2 Assistant Greenkeepers

require a

DEP' ] | 1 HEAD Betchworth Park Golf Club
GREENKEEPER 2 Assistant Greenkeepers required. Qualification up to NVQ2

or equivalent. Spraying Certificate an advantage. Salary based
Applications are invited for the position of Deputy Head Greenkeeper. on experience, salary scales based on the Standing Committee rec-
The suitable applicant will be experienced and qualified in all aspects of

greenkeeping. A practical knowledge of turf management, machinery main-

ommendations,

S : Minimum 3 years experience on Golf Courses.
tenance and irrigation systems are essential. =

Good man management skills and experience in course improvements
would be an advantage, Applications in writing please to:-

Please apply in writing enclosing a full CV by Friday, 28 December 2001. i )
The Secretary, Wearside Golf Club, Coxgreen, Sunderland SR4 9L1 Betchworth Park Golf Club, Reigate Road, Dorking, Surrey RH4 INZ

The Burdens Group Ltd DEPUTY HEAD GREENKEEPER

require a

PROFESSIONAL TURFCARE EQUIPMENT TECHNICIAN Worthing Golf Club
Main John Deere franchise requires Professional turfcare Equipment Applications are invited for the position of Deputy Head Greenkeeper
Technician. Must be conversant with all products in the industry in this fast The successful applicant will be responsible for the day to day
growing market. The position will complement our existing team at our North management of one of Worthing's two courses, reporting to the

Kyme Depot which serves major companies in the UK today. Course Manager/Head Greenkeeper

A company vehicle and other associated benefits are included in an The applicant must be qualified to at least NVQ3 or equivalent and

attractive package.
ttractive package hold spraying certificates PA1, PA2A and PA6

If you have the experience and enthusiasm to fulfil this position apply in writing The highest standards of presentation are required and experience
enclosing a C.V. to: of managing a team of Greenkeepers is essential

Bob Bulbrook, Service Manager, The Burdens Group Ltd, Spalding Road, Applications in writing with full CV should be addressed to

hitte . e PE) OET ; ;
Sutterton, Boston, Lincolnshire PE20 2ET Robert Short, Worthing Golf Club, Links Road, West Sussex BN14 907

www.burdens.com

SPORTSTURF LTD

Due to expansion of ours sales force we are looking for two people to promote and gain new and existing busi-
ness within the sports turf industry. With a portfolio of recognised brand names, we are requiring individuals with
a proven success in sales or relevant experience in the sports turf or local authority industry.

TECHNICAL SALES REPRESENTATIVE LOCAL AUTHORITY REPRESENTATIVE

(Nottinghamshire, Staffordshire & Leicestershire) ( North of England)

The responsibilities with the role include strengthening and We are seeking to recruit an individual to call on Local
developing the company’s customer base within the golf and Authorities throughout the North of England. This position
sports club market. Another key area is to help us market new would ideally require knowledge of the local authority market in

and innovative products to these customers. the area to promote and sell our portfolio of products

All applications will be treated in the strictest confidence.
Closing date for applications 19th December 2001.
Applications containing CV to:
Mr R M Aitken, Managing Director, Aitkens Sportsturf Ltd,
Aviation Road, Sherburn In Elmet, North Yorkshire, LS25 6NB Telephone 01977 681155
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Safein the
knowledge

Sandy McDivot
takes a positive
look at the current
economic climate

This month I would like, if I may,
to comment upon the long-term job
security outlook for we keepers of
fine turf. I believe this to be a time-
ly exercise seeing as the world
economy appears to be in nose-dive
mode at the present time. So mak-
ing the assumption that we have not
made any serious tactical errors
recently, such as head butting the
Lady Captain, or engaging in some-
thing other than social intercourse
with the Chairman of Green's wife
what is the likelihood of us being vot-
ed off as the weakest link. I would
say that there are only three poten-
tial reasons for such a predicament.
The first is incompetence, the sec-
ond, golf course change of use and
the third, a general public shift away
from golf to other activities.

The first of these is somewhat irrel-
evant and should be highly unlikely

iven that nearly all greenkeepers of
glubious abilities have thankfully
vanished to other industries, such as
the health service or politics. Many
moons ago [ once worLed for a Head
Greenkeeper who knew nothing
about turtl or indeed any other sub-
ject and who would only sporadically
turn up to work in order to hurl some
foul mouthed abuse at we long suf-
fering assistants before falling into a
nearby bunker in a drunken stupor.

He was to greenkeeping what
Prince Philip is to foreign relations,
yet remarkably he remained in the
same position for some six years
before all the greens started to take
on the characteristics of evil smelling
brown porridge and the committee
had to reluctantly dispense with his
services. Even to this day, one hears
comments from old members of that
far off committee stating that this
moron was the finest greenkeeper the
club had ever known, but I disregard
such declarations as sad hazy roman-
tic yearnings for the past, combined
with acute senile dementia.

So what of the second cause for job
loss, that of golf course change of use.
Well given the current profit margins
available in agriculture, I think the
chances of courses reverting back to
farmland are somewhat unlikely. But
as more and more courses are pro-
prietary owned and the industry

ecomes Emp()nionally more com-

etitive, then courses could start to
[;c developed into other potentially
more lucrative schemes, such as hous-
ing construction or equestrian sports
facilities. In fact I have recently heard
of a course undergoing such change
of use. This [ understand was brought
about by negative marker forces, cash
flow uncertainties, questionable loca-
tion and the fact that the course in
question was c**p. This I hasten to
add, was no fault of the Course
Manager but a result of chronic
under funding together with employ-
ment of a course designer that looked
like he had gained his qualifications
at catering college.

An unfortunate case, but one that
is by no means exceptional.

But what of the other potential
threat to our livelihood. What are the
chances of the game simply going out
of fashion and thereby necessitating
golf course closure on the grounds
that no one would be seen dead play-
ing the game? Preposterous you may
think but wait, years ago the game
of billiards was all the rage. &reat
halls housing dozens of tables were
to be found in every town but who
on earth plays the game now. More
recently J\e sport <§ squash appears
to be on a life support mechanism.

Even as we speak, sports centres
across the land are knocking down
the intervening squash court walls
and filling the resultant void with
trendy new exercise machines.

However, it is my humble opinion
that on this front we have little to
fear. The game of golf seems assured
to grow in popularity for the fore-
seeable future and as a result we
greenkeepers will be in ever-increas-
ing demand with resultant
theoretical wage increases to boot.
The main threat to the growth of the
game is expense but as skilled Course

Managers are able to maintain their
courses to a high standard within
tight budgetary controls, 1 see no
problem here. Yes there are courses
that cost ludicrous sums to maintain,
but because they are in the minority
and usually of championship stan-
dard, even they have a steady stream
of affluent masochists ready to cough
up the folding stuff in anticipation of
five hours of ball searching torture.
And if they don't, then the course
simply reverts back to the more prof-
itable pay and play option.

So how can I be so sure that more
and more people will take up the
game? Well with so many new cours-
es on the scene, waiting lists have all
but disappeared and anyone can
obtain membership without having
to spend several years in obsequious
grovelling mode in an effort to get
the drea(,?cd interview. Then there is
the fact that the game is starting to
come to terms with its elitist image
problems of the past. The social and
dare I say it, ethnic barriers, have
quite correctly departed from the
game.

Tiger Woods may have complained
of experiencing prejudice towards
him in his formative years but that
was far away. [ remember recently lis-
tening to a radio interview of a youn
black professional golfer who ha§
spent his junior golfing days playing
at that well-known course near
Reading, Calcot Park. The inter-
viewer repeatedly brought up Tiger’s
past troubles in an effort to get the
young golfer to dish the dirt on golf
clubs in this country, but eventually
this line of questioning was abruptly
brought to a halt when the golfer stat-
ed that it may have happened to
Tiger but he personally H\ad never
ever received anything other than
total encouragement from the golfers
of the Berkshire club, or indeed any
other golfing venue.

Then there is the subject of role
models that have taken to the game.
What a huge benefit they haveicen.
Certainly 'l%ger is one of the very best
recruitment vehicles we could ever
have asked for. Then there is Prince
Andrew, he likes nothing better than



to play a round. The fact is the sport
is appealing to people from the most
unlikely walks of life. Alice Cooper
for instance, the boa constrictor lov-
ing 70's rock icon of domestic fowl
oral decapitation notoriety, has so
devoted his life to the game that he
has managed to get down to 4 hand-
icap. Smokey Robinson, former soul
singer has created his own miracle by
replacing his drug addiction with golf
addiction.

Robbie Williams the womanising,
beer drinking rock star rebel that the
youth of the day so admire for his
moral standards, plays to a 14 hand-
icap. Likewise that other figurehead
of high ethics and gentlemanly
behaviour; Chris Evans. Then what
about the England football squad.
Rumour has it that half of them play
golf to single figure handicaps and
seeing as they thrashed Germany 5:1,

we have living proof that mastery in
the art of golf, brings with it the total
co-ordination so requisite in the less-
er sport of football.

With even the communist republic
of Cuba embarking on a golf course

construction programme, we can
assume that the great game has
received  full social acceptance
throughout the world. But will the
public keep playing once they have
taken it up?

Well here we have another couple
of tricks up our sleeve. For one thing
golfis a game that can be played right
up to the moment of death of mind
and body. Indeed many of the mem-
bers at the great  links  of
Sludgecombe appear already to have
progressed to at least stage one of this
condition, if not both. The other
weapon in our armoury is that for
some reason the game is highly addic-

tive. I do not know the time expla-
nation for this phenomenon but once
people get going they simply canhot
stop. | have a friend who has been
playing once every two weeks for sev-
eral years and has yet to score lower
than 50 over par. He hates the game
with a passion. It destroys him both
dhysically and mentally every time
e plays. Yet can he give it up? No
he cannot.

Because hidden within the depths
of shanks, duffs, twitches and air
shots, there is always an effortless
stroke that sends the ball soaring
towards the target. It is this shot that
transports him briefly to his own per-
sonal Nirvana and this shot that
brings him back a fortnight later for
further punishment.  Desmond
Morris would probably have put the
brief exultation of this experience
down to our hunter instinct that

yvearmns o see |\!u|n‘(||(' sent to target,
as it was when our very survival
depended on a well executed launch
of the spear towards quadruped
Sigmund Fraud would probably have
us believe it is all down to childhood
sexual repression and back this pecu-
liar theory up with references to our
utilisation of equipment such as balls,
shafts and holes etc

Either way, of all sports, few can
match golf in getting the participant
to those levels of emotion that
explore the boundaries of inconti-
nence. | remember the birth of my
son, Dexter, the heir to the McDivot
estate (an Austin Montego estate to
be precise). Complications set in and
towards the end of the 12-hour
ordeal there were four doctors and
two midwives, each with worried
looks on their faces, engaged in a tug
of war exercise in an attempt to get
the little blighter out. Now that was
worrying, but [ have to say the ten-
sion levels for me did not quite match
that experienced when faced with a
tricky down hill four foot left to
righter for the 20 pence greener. Still
[ have to say, the elation of actually
seeing the little lad pop out was at
least equal to that of slotting a 12
tooter, for a birdie on the last

Of course | play little golf these
days, due to Mrs McDivot's grave
concern that it could lead to me expe-
riencing temporary enjoyment, but |
still fully understand the levels of
emotion that the game can inflict on
the innocent

So there vou have it. onscientious,
learned professionals that we are, we
have little to fear as regards us
swelling the Job Centre queues. Just
study hard, engage in friendly banter
with the members, blame the odd
brown patch on a mutant nematode
and never take a fortnight’s holiday
in June

Sandy McDivot

Head Greenkeeper, Sludgecombe
Pay and Play
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Another much travelled month tak-
ing in Germany and Scotland and
many p(nnl\ in le\\(cn

The German trip was to Dortmund

as the guest of the German
Greenkeepers Association at their
annual Conference and Exhibition. As
you would expect it was a superbly
organised event with top quality speak-
ers and instantaneous translation of
the papers. Among those speakers was
Bruce Williams, a Past President of the
GCSAA who was there with another
GCSAA Past President, Gerry Faubel.

We also had the ()pp()nunll) 1o Vis-
it a local golf club and the Borussia
Dortmund and Schalke 04 football
grounds. The Schalke Stadium was
particularly impressive because, like
the Millennium Stadium in Cardiff it
has a retractable roof, but in this case
the turf is wheeled out on pallets
between matches.

One point that was made was that
they were still having problems with it
because it is being stored too close to
the stadium and shading was still a
problem. We were actually asked not
to go on the pitch because they didn'’t
think the turf was up to it. Another
point made was that the Bundeslega
insist that the pitch is in place five days
before a match. Having said all that it
didn’t seem to bother Schalke as they
beat Arsenal a couple of days after our
visit in the first plnm of the

...and so to

Sutton Uni

Champions’ League.

The real reason for my
visit was to speak on the
occasion of Claus Detlef
Ratjen’s retirement as
President of the German
Greenkeepers Association.
Claus is a wonderful fellow
and a man who nurtured a
vision of uniting green-
keepers throughout
Europe. He  worked
unceasingly in this regard
and was rewarded when
FEGGA was formed in ‘96.
He was a guiding light
behind the Federation and
went on to become its Chairman.
Greenkeepers throughout — Europe
have a lot to thank him for.

It was a real pleasure to pay tribute
to him as I always feel that with Claus
he is so friendly that he makes me feel
welcome even in my own country:

My next trip was to Scotland for
Scotsturf which was very much a fly-
ing visit but a very m;o\ahk one.

Although not a’BIGGA Show it is
very much a greenkeepers” occasion
with a great deal of relevance to our
members. In fact I, although along way
from home, did a little bit of business
during the day: It was a successful Show
from BIGGA' perspective. The new
location for the stand meant everyone
had to walk past and Cheryl and

Jauline were extremely busy m‘lklm,
contacts for Greenkeeper Inter n.mnml
and BTME, while Peter Boyd, :
always, was at the helm.

While I've talked about two trips |
did make I must mention one I was
unable to undertake. Circumstances
dictated that I was unable to travel
north for the final of the Toro Award
for Excellence in Greenkeeping and the
Toro Student of the Year Awards but |
was absolutely delighted to learn that
the two winners came from the South
East. Huw Morgan and Andrew
Pledger are two worthy winners and
I'm sure they will be supcth ambas-
sadors for the Association during the

next year.

Nearer to home, those of you who
know me well must be amazed that
I've reached December before men-
tioning my beloved Sutton United, but
one look at the Ryman’s League table
will show you why: We're not too good
in the lmgm and we're out of both the
FA Cup and the FA Trophy: As a Vice
President of the Club I haven't been
able to get there as often as I should
have been as BIGGA business has tak-
en priority but perhaps with the season
we are having that is just as well.

Even nearer to home, I thought I'd
got away with it when the Gentleman’s
Dinnerwas cancelled earlier in the year
but it came round again. We were lucky
with the weather, as ever there was a
good turnout and it seemed everyone
seemed to enjoyed themselves. I must
confess that I'd been away on my tray-
els and Mick Haynes and the rest of
the team had m‘p.nul the course and
[ was delighted that Mick and the team
were given due acknowledgement and
appreciation for the great work they
had done.

Still on the course it seems that the
season just gets longer and longer as,
as | write, we are still cutting fairways
as least once a week and we've only
just got underway on our winter pro-
gramme.

It just leaves me to wish all BIGGA
members and their families a Happy
Christmas and a wonderful and pros-
perous New Year.

Clive Osgpod, Chairman



