Hayter gang mowers
for oreater reliability, output and versatility

The evolution of the classic Hayter Trailed Gang Mowers

continues with a host of new features:

B Electro hydraulic lift control option

W Improved shock absorber systems

B Independent operation of outer cutting units
B Fully interchangeable cutterheads

M Built in Britain by British craftsmen. I I A\{ I ' I : R

Hayter gang mowers — the finest long term
| MAKERS OF THE FINEST MOWERS

investment you can make.
HAYTER LIMITED, Spellbrook, Bishop’s Stortford, Herts CM23 4BU, England
Tel: 01279 723444 Fax: 01279 600338 e-mail: sales@hayter.co.uk www.hayter.co.uk

06 #9H PY



mailto:sales@hayter.co.uk
http://www.hayter.co.uk

Ad Ref 655

Ad Ref 126

— 7% \

\\ Y &> /“‘
— B " $ 1
,.Hmn P e We import quality second hand John
search for that Deere fine turf machinery from the
’ specific second hand ~ . ¥
Q) fine turf machine ,ﬁ* largest dealers in the US"

you require, then
"
Ay ow Bt Phone through specific details and let us track down the second hand machine of

ﬂ\h your requirements. All machines have been fully reconditioned and are ready to go.

Other machines supplied include; RANSOMES, JACOBSEN & TORO
Just a few examples

Turf Gators 6x4 (diesel) rear hitch, electric I 2653A utililty mowers with 30" 5 reel
lift bed : blades, 80% wear remaining

from £7,800 ex VAT
2653A utililty mowers with 30" 8 reel
blades, 80% wear remaining

from £9,900 ex VAT

from £3,900 ex VAT

Turf Gators & 4x2 Gators (petrol) rear hitch,

electric lift bed S
1200A Bunker rakes with front blade and

from £3,200 ex VAT
rear rake

from £3,400 ex VAT

F1145 utility mowers with 72" out front ro- .
tary deck (S 4
from £8,250 ex VAT % "Unbeatable prices!

Let the strength of the

—— % o —
) pound work for you!
.

For details contact: Golf & Turf International R %
Northern office Tel: 01253 836726 Southern office Tel: 01769 550425

BANKING HAS NEVER BEEN S0 EASY

THAT’S THE BEAUTY OF A NATIONAL

When it comes to staying the course, you can bank on the Allen National
range keeping you on the straight and narrow.The Allen National range
of triple mowers - 68, 68DL & 84 - are the only real choice for the
professional on the tees and surrounds. And as for bunkers,
they’re no longer a hazard.
The 68DL has transport speed, electric start and full width
rollers. Banking has never been so easy.

ch\V\-

0845 60 10 815

FOR A FREE BROCHURE

OR COMPLETE THE COUPON BELOW

hone: 01235 515400 for details of your nearest"

POSTCODE:

Allen Power Equipment Ltd. The Broadway, Didcot, Oxon OX |1 8ES, England
Tel: (01235) 515400 Fax: (01235) 515401
Website: www.allenpower.com Email: sales@allenpower.com
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Scott MacCallum travels to England’s easterly most point
to meet a man who eats, drinks and breathes his golf

Through

and through

Slice John Beamish through the mid-
dle and the drinkers among you may
be alittle disappointed. Instead of find-
ing copious quantities of the black
liquid with which he shares a name you
are more likely to discover the words
Rookery Park Golf Club. Because John
Beamish is Rookery Park through and
through.

He has worked for the Lowestoft club
since 1964, been Head Greenkeeper
since 1984 and when the the course

relocated to its present site to make
way for a housing development John
bought one of the houses.

“I live on the 4th tee. | know that
because the tree that overlooked the
tee is still there,” laughed John, who is
very open about the place the golf club
holds in his life.

“I'm married to the golf course,” he
says and it is not said a boast, just as
a matter of fact statement.

And it is obviously a happy union
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because John is held is such high regard
that the Club Manager, David Kelly,
nominated him for last vear’s Toro
Award for Excellence in Greenkeeping
and a Highly Recommended plaque
now hangs in the clubhouse lounge.
“Mr Kelly kept it quite that he was
nominating me and I only found out
about it \\?]’wn he presented me with
the forms. To tell you the truth I was
apprehensive about the thought of
being judged but I was really delight-
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“The team is good because of
everybody in it not because of
any one person”

“At the moment | don’t know
whether it is a bit like the King's
clothes and we're being sold
something we can’'t see...
although I'm sure eventually it
will be the way we've got to go.”

24 Greer
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ed, particularly that I was also backed
by the committee.”

Eric James conducted the course vis-
it and once he’d completed the form
filling revealed to John just how
impressed he had been with the set-up
at Rookery Park.

“It is a real feather in my cap and |
certainly didn’t expect it,” said John,
as he sat in the clubhouse overlooking
the course.

John started work as an 18 year-old
in 1964 having attended horticultural
college in Leatherhead, Surrey and it
fulfilled his desire to work outside.

“Basically I heard about the job, went
to see the Captain and was lucky
enough to get it. In those days it was-
n't much more than a grass cutting job.
If we saw 40 people on the course a
day, 20 even through the week we were
doing well. Now we've got 1000 mem-
bers and most days the course is full.”

John worked under four or five Head
Greenkeepers before landing the top
job himself.

“T'd applied a couple of times but, you
know how it is, you're told that you
already work here so we've got the val-
ue of you anyway. But in 1984 I got
the chance and I've never looked back.”

John, and his team of five soon to be
six, have their work cut out because as
well as the 6,700 plus yard course
spread out over 360 acres ‘there is also
a nine hole par-3 course.

“We have a very stable team. The
last man in arrived three years ago and
some have been with me for ten years.
The team is good because of every! b()dv
in it, not because of any one pers()n
said John who possesses a nice line in
self deprecating humour.

“We try amf keep the par-3 to the
same standard as the main course but
obviously the main course will always
come first.

“We really are a grass factory because
in the summer every part of the course
has to be cut wer\ week - and that's
without throwing fertiliser about.”

John has a voracious thirst for knowl-
edge and he is a regular attender of
Harrogate - BTME 2000 was his
eighth - and he will travel far to attend
seminars he thinks will help him
improve.

“I love Harrogate. I love the idea of
it and it has helped me through my
career through \\Lat ['ve learned.

“Sometimes, over breakfast, you
learn more than you do in any semi-
narbut I do sign up for all the seminars,

cially the ones about health and

Fey [ also do a lot of reading, That's
the only way to pick up knowledge.
You can't stick your head in the sand
as when the Health and Safety man

comes around you might have a prol
lem,” said John.

“I'll do anything to cover up we.
nesses or better still to turn weaknes
into strengths. I often phone up t
health and safety executive and a
advice. If you have a problem you 4
as well going to the people who m:
the decisions as anyone else. Thcv v
help you to develop what you've g¢
rather than walk in afterwards :
change everything. That’s the theo!
and [ believe it works,” said John, w
speaks as a man who has two Heal
and Safety Officers who regularly pl
the course.

The golf course is a tough test,
haps suited to the longer ﬁilters wﬁf

Jecisi(m was taken recently to redu
the height of the rough to help spe
up play.

“We are also heavily involved in
bunker and fairway dmlmgc programn
The course is built on clay and we lle
for about three months of the year.”

The on-going work has been lai
down in a five year policy docume;
to ensure that a continuity of dev
opment is maintained.

“We can add to it but it is very mu
a framework which can’t be ghangc
A copy of this is given to new col
mittee members so they don’t come i
blind and know t‘XdCll\' where we ai
heading.

“This is a professional business no:
it’s one of the main changes I've se
since [ started. Everything we do h
got to be done properly and to the ul
mate standard.”

The examination of that standa
was thorough when Rookery Pa
played host to an East Anglia Sectiof
event last year and 60 greenkeepe
converged on the course.



“I was a bit apprehensive but it was
agood day for greenkeepers and a good
day for our course. In fact they want
to come back again this year. I do
believe if you are pleased with your
course in the season you should be
pleased to show it off.”

John is currently trying to get away
from the use of fungicides and he is
looking at the biological methods.

‘At the moment I don’t know
whetheritis a bit like the King's clothes
and we're being sold something we
can’t see... although I'm sure eventu-
ally it will be the way we've got to go.

“As it stands you've got to commit a
certain amount of money to a pro-
gramme which you must stick to,
whereas with fungicide you only use
what you feel you need. Having said
that, I do think it’s the way to go and
['will keep track of it.”

It is a pragmatic approach borne out
of experience.

“Years ago I'd look at the latest
machine, think it's wonderful, go for it
and sometimes catch a cold so my phi-
losophyis now to be a year to 16 months
behind Pl let others be the trail blazers.”

On the construction front the team
is curently working on a tee replace-
ment programme - three per year.

“With so much play we need wider
tees sothat is what we are doing, All work
is donein-house unless we need special-
ist skill§ or equipment,” he explained.

Speaking with John Beamish it is easy
to forget that he has 35 years in the
industiyas his enthusiasm and genuine
love forwhat he is doing, and where he
is going, shines through.
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1 Cut in Style with the
Mistral (37-a7HP) 2wD & awD
Excellent Specification Tractors at Sensible Prices

* Roll Over Protection « Ergonomic Operating Controls

* 4WD Fitted with Twin Differential » Various Tyre Options
Locking Facility «  Full Parts and Labour Warranty
* 540/750 Groundspeed *  Full Technical Support Provided
Live PTO by Established UK Dealer
* Powered by YANMAR Diesel Network
* 16F / 16 R Speeds 250 Metre * Options Include: Front Loaders,

Per Hour - 30kph
= Front PTO/Linkage Option

Prices from £9,900 (Ag Tyres) Ex VAT
Interest Free Finance, Details on Request
Many other Z=z=m7 Models Available including Equal Wheeled Units
Demonstrations Arranged without Obligation
For Your Nearest Z=za=2x% Dealer and Full Specification Brochure
Please Fax or Phone
MOTOKOV UK Ltd, Bergen Way, Kings Lynn, Norfolk PE30 2JH
Tel 01553 817700 Fax 01553 691201

Back Hoes, Mowers, Rotary
Tillers, Yard Brushes, Trailers Etc

restige
Spn risurfaces

5
SIMPLY THE BEST

Quality pitch
construction and
maintenance
materials for all your
grassed areas and
sports surfaces

with the benefit of

n extensive distributi st

Tel: 01298 213 740
Fax: 01298 213 677

Prestige Sports Surfaces Ltd |—|

[Pro-8 O'ﬂ

-
Tops;ng

Sterilised
TOP DRESSINGS

BUNKER SANDS

including

MONEYSTONE OMR

PATHWAY
AGGREGATES

LOKSAND™
SANDS
ROOTZONES
& DIVOT MIX

—~

DRAINAGE
GRAVELS

Prestige Sports Surfaces Ltd

Mooreroft,
Lismore Road,
Buxton,
Derbyshire
SKI17 9AP

L 11

These rugged mid-size machines are built for the

rigors of commercial operation.

® Compact size allows mowing in tight arcas.

@ “Natural” control placement with front mounted
deck allowing full view of mowing area.

® 36" to 52” mower decks follow contours with
flexible suspension and spring counterweighting.

@ 20.9hp Kubota diesel engine.

® A range of interchange al)lc mower decks.

@ With or without Walker ‘world leading’ grass
collection facility.

&/
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[ A mvmu OF ALLEN POWER zqunman e
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The Br(:ad\\'a’v, Didcot, OXON OX11 8ES
Tel: (01235) 515400 Fax: (01235) 515401
Website: www.bob-andrews.com

Email: sales@bob-andrews.com

0845 60 10 815

CALL FOR A FREE BROCHURE
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It is hard to imagine running a modern golf course without the
internal combustion engine, yet it is less than fifty years ago
since the first greensmowers were introduced and even less
time for the ride-on triples. Roland Taylor investigates...

I remember a greenkeeper telling me
that he started in the profession work-
ing with his three brothers for their
father on a course in Scotland. Each
of the sons had a push Certes and was
expected to cut six greens before he
had breakfast. Anyone who has expe-
rienced pushing a multi-bladed mower
will know just how hard this is, and |
am sure that the introduction of pow-
er was a great relief for many. The
introduction of petrol and diesel
engines not only made the task easi-
er, it also saved considerable time and
money. Certainly petrol engines had
been on mowers since the beginning

of the century, but these were often
heavy cumbersome beasts so one sus-
P('L"\' there was a reluctance to putany
of them on those hallowed greens. In
all probability, no manufacturer con-
sidered it a viable proposition to
include a powered multi-bladed greens

mower in their range. Even in the
1920's, records show that in general
there was very little engine-powered
equipment being used on courses. The
capital outlay involved may have been
a major contributing factor in these
cases.

One problem was the size and
weight of an engine in relationship to

its output. The advent of new mate-
rials such as aluminium and
advancements in engine technology
saw the introduction of lightweight
units. These were easier to start and
more reliable at punching out greater
horsepower for their size. Designers of
grass cutting and turf care equipment
welcomed them and they were soon
included in their new introductions.
Diesel engines took longer to reach the
stage of diminished dimensions and
the ability to recover quickly when
placed under load. Technology soon
found the answers and the small diesel
unit was born. This type of unit is now
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common place on most courses.
Unfortunately storm clouds were on
the horizon for engine manufacturers
and users, as scientists started talking
about greenhouse affects and ozone
layers. Legislators took up the theme
especially in the United States. It was
back to the drawing board for engine
manufacturers as stringent reduction
levels of pollutants especially carbon
monoxide (CO,) from the combustion
engine were scheduled for introduc-
tion. Whilst very little legislation on
this subject has occurred here in the
UK to-date, it is only a matter of time
before we will see some something on
the statutery books. However, the new
engines we find on equipment today

are compliant with USA regulations
on air pollution as well as meeting
noise level constraints.

['he engine is such a vital compo-
nent, its performance, as well as being
environmental friendly, is critical to
the efficiency of any piece of equip-
ment. For this reason it needs to be
carefully monitored. A engine never
lasts forever and whilst it may start
well over time, wear and tear will take
its toll - output levels drop, more fuel
and oil is consumed and emission and
noise levels increase. In addition the
chances of breakdowns are escalated.

Where an engine is showing signs
of deterioration or becoming prob-
lematic there are three choices
available; a repair, short engine block
Or a new engine,

Repair

This is usually the first course of

action. The fault may be easily recti-
fied, but it may be the first symptoms
of trouble ahead so it should be tak-
en seriously and obviously the repairer
should be able to advise. In the case
of serious overhaul being required

there are two alternatives available. If

the machine is showing signs of other
problems relating to drives or cutting
svstems this would be the time to con-
sider a complete replacement.

Short engine (Short block)
This is available from some manu-

facturers and can be a less expensive

way of acquiring what amounts to a

new engine. The unit consists of a new
cylinder block including valves, head
and pistons. In fact it is taken off the
assembly line before all the compo-
nents such as flywheels carburettor
and electrics are fitted. Not only will
it have warranty cover, it will also be
the latest version. The only drawback
to this choice is the labour rate a ser-
vice engineer will charge as this could
escalate the price bringing it into the
new engine category. If the work is
done in-house, this could be a cost
effective alternative and is certainly an
avenue worth investigating. -

New engine

The advantage here is that the unit
should be bang up-to-date and carry
a full warranty period. This replace-
ment situation also offers another
course of action and that is to fit an
alternative power source i.e. diesel
instead of petrol. Before going down
this route the rest of the machine
needs checking out to ensure all the
other components are in good work-
ing order. Where a change in the make
of engine is being considered then it
is important to check what, if any,
modifications to mountings or drives
will need to be made to accommodate
the new power unit. The engine sup-
plier will be able to advise, generally
there are kits available.

Whatever course of action is taken
any engine needs to be regularly and
well maintained. In the prcs\\'u'im d
world we live in it is easy to forget the




little things that through neglect sud-
denly and unexpectedly turn into a
“large problem. These can often be
avoid by what amounts to a quick and
simple routine such a checking the oil
level every time the engine is used, or
cleaning dried grass and accumulated
dirt from cooling areas such as fins and
radiators.

Combustion pollution is very much
an issue at present maintenance plays
an important part in keeping emission
levels low. A worn unit will burn oil
whilst a badly adjusted carburettor will
drastically increase the amounts of
poisonous gases being pumped into
the atmosphere. It will also increase
the running costs, not just in the fuel
and oil it consumes, but also in the
time a particular job takes to be car-
ried out. We have all had the
experience of using a new piece of
equipment and discovered how much
easier and faster it is.

Engine technology has come a long
way over the last two decades with the
introduction of:

@ virtually trouble-free electronic
ignition

@ increased output from smaller
more compact units

@ reductions in fuel and oil
consumption
lower emissions and reduced
noise and levels

The race is on to find alternative
sources of fuel and already we have

seen the use of electric power on golf
course equipment. Green diesel made
from natural products is also available,
although there is not very much evi-
dence of it being taken up here in the
UK. On a lighter note, cooking oil is
being used in diesels in the USA - the
only drawback is that a trail of fumes
smelling like “french fries” is left in the
vehicle’s wake!

Engines are also now becoming
available that have been specifically
designed to run on Liquid Propane
Gas or natural gas. At present these
are mainly being fitted on stationary
standby units such as generators, but
it will not be long before there will be
models suitable for mobile equipment.
These should not be confused with the
petrol engine Calor gas conversion kits
that have been on the market for many
years.

From time to time, we see in the
press details of power cells and this is
an area that is being explored espe-
cially by automobile manufacturers.
There is plenty going on behind the
scenes in the quest for environmen-
tally friendly fuels.

However, regardless of what manu-
facturer incorporate into their engines,
at the end of the day it is the user who
has the ultimate responsibility to
ensure they are maintained correctly.
It also makes sense that by looking
after an engine it will give the opti-
mum performance and is less likely to
break down.

British Seed Houses Ltd

MEMBEN OF THE GEAMINAL GROUP

. Staying ahead
of the field...

A seed mixture is as good as its blend of

ass varieties, But we believe in

the nght mix ot exper
With scientists

on our IGER
breeding

varieties all the

time - and our direct-to-market fieldforce

u need

can rely on British Seed Hou:

Make sure you pick the right mixture.

SSS

SERVICE=SOLUTIONS

Warrington Lincoln _ Bristol
01925 654411 01522 868714 0117 982 3691

o \
- L
PRACTICE NETS ‘

DRIVING FORCE LEISURE EUROPE LTD.
BADCOCK HOUSE, DOLPHIN PARK, EUROLINK IND. CENTRE
SITTINGBOURNE, KENT ME10 3RL

TEL: 01795 427333 FAX: 01795 425222
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DRIVING RANGE EQUIPMENT -

.. BALL COLLECTORS ~

BALL DISPENSERS

] DRIVING RANGE MATS‘
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EVERGREENS UK

Tel: 01572 768208
www.evergreensuk.com

ours will still be there 88
3yr guarantee to 6 yr life expectancy

Winter Tee Mats and Frames available
in assorted sizes and surfaces.
Call now for samples, brochure and price list.
Orders now being taken for the coming win-
ter season.

No 2 Extons Units, Market Overton
Industrial Estate, Market Overton,
Nr Oakham LE15 7PP

Fax: 01572 768261

Available from any leading Golf Course Suppplier

45 MULTI-PURPOSE
AFT TRENCHER

FOR COMPACT TRACTORS FROM 20HP.
Specifically designed for use on sportsturf,
it can be fitted with various digging chains
or a high performance slitting wheel.

The optional soil clear-up
system folds up for easy
transport.

Affordable, perfect drainage, cable laying etc.
A.F. TRENCHERS LIMITED

Tel: 01787 311811 Fax: 01787 310888

E-mail: info@trenchers.co.uk * Web site: www.trenchers.co.uk

Hunfer

Golf

From The

Irrigation Innovators

Setting The Standards

UK Distributor - Evenproducts Limited
Evesham Worcestershire

WR 4TS

www.evenproducts.com Tel: 01386 41212 Fax: 01386 423769  £veENPRODUCTS

30 Greenkeeper International February 2000



http://www.evergreensuk.com
mailto:nfo@trenchers.co.uk
http://www.trenchers.co.uk
http://www.evenproducts.com

