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Research has shown that by stimulating the microbes
in the soil, significant improvement in growth and vigour
of turf grass can be achieved

Activate has been specially developed to provﬂe the
vital carbohydrates needed to maximise soil m
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CFree 0800 424 919

Rigby Taylor House, Garside Street, Bolton, Lancashire BL1 4AE Telephone: (01204) 394888 Facsimile: (01204) 385276

Activate is a trade mark of Rigby Taylor Ltd.



Educatio

up

This month sees the deadlines for
entry to three of BIGGAs major
mmpcmmns The TORO Award
for Greenkeeping Excellence and
Student Greenkeeper of the Year
Competitions, which have an entry
deadline of May 28, and the
BIGGA Golf Environment
Competition, in association with
Amazone Ground Care and The
Grass Roots Trading Company,
which has an entry deadline of
May 3 ;

Make sure that your entry is sent
to BIGGA HQ by the closing date.

The TORO Award for
Greenkeeping Excellence

The search to find the 1999 win-
ner for the TORO Award for
Greenkeeping Excellence is hotting
up. You still ta\'c time to nominate
your choice, however, as entries
need to be at BIGGA HQ by May
28, you need to make sure that
your nomination is in the post
today.

Does your Head Greenkeeper
deserve to be recognised for his
efforts? Does your club want to win
a TORO 3000 series triplex
mower? Do you want to visit the
GCSAA show in New Orleans and
the TORO factories in Minneapolis
and California in February 2000
for free? If the answer to any of the
above is “yes” then fll in and
return an official entry form or tele-

hone Ken or Sami on 01347
833800. Remember, this competi-
tion is open to all Head
Greenkeepers/Course  Managers.
Initial judging, to select up to eight
finalists will take place during
June/July, by a panel of experi-
enced, retired Head Greenkeepers,
led by Walter Woods. The National
Final will be held at BIGGA
HOUSE on 24/25 October.
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Deadlines for three of BIGGA's major competitions are looming.
BIGGA's Education & Training Manager, Ken Richardson counts
them down, and also previews a new competition...

TORO Student of the Year
Entries for the TORO Student of
the Year competition need to be at
Aldwark Manor by May
Regional judging will take pl.uu
during the week commencing July
26 when a panel of three judges will
select up to eight national finalists.
The National Final will will be held
in Harrogate on October 24/25
alongside the The TORO Award for
Greenkeeping Excellence Final.
Make sure that your college or
training provider submits an entry
for this prestigious competition and
you could win l{u TORO
Scholarship for 1999, attending the
University of Massachusetts for a
six weeks turf management course
as well as visiting the TORO facto-
ries in Minneapolis and California.

The BIGGA Golf
Environment Competition
This year, 1999, sees, the Grass
Roots Trading Company, joining
Amazone Ground Care and BIGG/
in sponsoring the BIGGA Golf
Environment Competition. Golf
clubs throughout Great Britain are
beginning to see the benefits of
entering, which at the very least
can give your club a detailed envi-
ronmental survey and action plan,
However, if you win then your club
could receive the £5,000 hrst prize
and the added bonus of being
recognised as the top environmen-
tally managed golf course.
Complete your application form
today and send it to BIGGA HQ or
contact Ken or Sami for further
details.

The Learning Experience
2000

Planning is continuing for the
Learning Experience 2000, which
once again will be sponsored by

Textron Turf Care and Specialty
Products. With less than 270 days
to the Learning Experience week,
time is running short but there is
still chance for you to have an
input. Contact Sami or Ken at
BIGGA HOUSE with your ideas.

The Y2k Problem

What is it? Does it affect me?
What will it do? Watch out for
more details next month.

The BIGGA Essay
Competition 1999

Fhanks to a suggestion by our
Vice Chairman, Elliot Small, we are
reintroducing an essay competition
for greenkeepers. Full details ot the
competition will be published soon
but briefly:

The overall theme will be “The

Past, The Present and The Future”
ie to link with BTME 2000. The
original essays from a competition
run for Greenkeepers between
1912 and 1915 will enable us to
compare the past with the present
thoughts on greenkeeping issues
and to look to the future,

There will be three categories:
Head  Greenkeepers/  Course
Managers and deputies; Assistants
and Students aged 25 and over and
Assistants and Students aged under
25;

The entrants would be required to
write an essay of between 2000 and
2500 words long ie. five to six type
written pages. '

The Essay would be marked to an
agreed criteria by selected BIGGA
representatives,

'hw subject matter would be on
the lines of ‘Greenkeeping
Management Techniques for the
21st Century’.

The last day for entry would be
29 October 1999.

ate

The winners would be announced
in the January 2000 edition of
Greenkeeper International.

Presentations and readings of
essay extracts would be made at
BTME2000.

Winners of each category would
receive £500 with two runners up
in each category receiving £100.

A brochure would be published in
2000 of all the winning essays,
together with a number of the
essays from 1912 to 1915.

Get thinking and get sharpening
your pencils ready to submit your
entry in the Autumn.

Refund of Fees Scheme

The maximum refund that can be
claimed in any one year has been
increased to £250 from 29 March
1999. To be eligible, you must:

a. Be a member of BIGGA and
have been a member for at least
two years

b. Have paid your own fees and
be able to provide proof of pay-
ment,

c. Have completed a course or
component part of a course and
be able to provide proof of com-
pletion.

d. Not have had the course sub-
sidised by BIGGA.

e. Attend a relevant course to
your job as a greenkeeper.

If vou wish to claim then contact
BIGGA HQ for an application
form.

POATE UPDAT,




Successful Sheffield seminar

On the 16 March 1999 the Sheffield
Section of BIGGA held their first
Seminar for over 20 years. It was a big
success with over 100 people attend-
ing:

Our thanks go to our Trade
Members who sponsored the day,
namely, Aitkens, Cheshire Turf
Machinery, Course Care, Garbutts
International Ltd, Glenside Organics,
[rrigation Control, Mansfield Sand
Company Ltd, Multi Core Aerators
Ltd, Ocmis Irrigation UK Ltd, Purdy's
Grass Machinery, Rigby Taylor Ltd

'

and Sisis Equipment Ltd.
Also many thanks to our spe: kers

David Golding, GTC, Bob Taylor,
STRI, Ken Ruhml\un. BIGGA,
Iracey Maddison, BIGGA, John

Coleman, Course Manager, Abbeydale
Golf Club and lan McPherson, Golf
Course Construction.

Finally, our grateful thanks to
Rotherham Golf Club for allowing us
to use their Club for the day.

Ron Ullathrone
Sheffield Section Secretary

Keep smiling, Sandy

T'his is just a short note to reassure
Sandy McDivot that not all greenkeep-
ers have lost their sense of humour. It is
blatantly obvious that the McDivot
series of articles are somewhat tongue
in cheek and therefore should be
enjoyed as a piece of light relief.

Carry on the good work, Sandy. As
for your critics, maybe a sense of
humour bypass would be an option.

Michael Poole,
Assistant Head Greenkeeper
Nevill GC, Kent. (Via e-mail)

LlMlTED SUPPLIES AVAILABLE

Lindum have very good quality

Greens Turf available with a 70% Bent
30% Fescue composition. . , :

Available as BAyrRoot ol
Washed Turf in
standard and
large rolls for rapid
rooting and compatibility.
Tel 01904 448675

1
o

o
LEVS

West Grange,

Thorganby. York YO4 6DJ Tel 01904 448675 Fax 01904 448713

Environment action for Golf Courses

Golf clubs across Europe can now
demonstrate their concern for the
environment by signing up to par-
ticipate in “"Committed to Green” a
campaign initiated by the European
Golf Association Ecology Unit.

Following a meeting of Ecology
Officers representing over 10
national golf federations, held at
Vilamoura, Portugal, in February,
details of the “Committed to
Green” certification process have
been finalised, and a common regis-
tration format agreed

“Committed to Green” is a volun-
tary Environmental Management
Programme, through which any
European golf club is eligible to seek
public recognition for demonstrat-
ing good environmental practice.
I'he recognition process involves
three stages of certification:
Registration; Intermediate Recog-
nition and Full Recognition

I'he three levels of certification
offer clubs an incentive to partici-
patec and then to follow the
successive \!(']\\ of the ]\rngx;unnu:

[o register — clubs need to com-
plete a registration form which gives
a profile of the club and its environ-
mental situation, and to provide a
copy of the club’s environmental
policy statement and a list of the
members of the club’s “Committed
to Green” Team

As clubs progress to subsequent
they will address different
environmental topics, including
nature conservation, water resource

stages,

management, integrated turfgrass
management and aspects dealing
with waste, energy efficiency, educa-
tion and communications.

Full “Committed to Green” recog-
nition will be based on a
comprehensive Environmental
Management Programme, in which
the candidate clubs clearly demon-
strate significant environmental
achievements.

[his is a long-term process, nor-
mally taking at least three years to
complete. Successful clubs will also
be expected to sustain their com-
mitment.

“The award of the ‘Committed to
Green' label will be a valuable form
or recognition, both for golf clubs
and eventually for other sport and
recreation facilities,” said David
Stubbs, Executive Director of the
EGA Ecology Unit.

“All fields of activity are these days
having to address environmental
questions, and it is good that golf is
taking a positive lead on this sub-
ject. The example set by golf should
have wide applications throughout
the Sport sector.

Since its launch in late 1997, the
“Committed to Green” programme
has attracted widespread interest
throughout the golf community,
and from leading environmental
organisations. The initiative has
been welcomed by the European
Commission, United Nations
Environment Programme and the
World Wide Fund for Nature.

advancing turf technology

To place an advertisement in the Recruitment Section,

1

call Cheryl or Jenny now on 01347 83
Greenkeeper
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Whatever the job, Iseki has
the Power of the Team

Iseki have a comprehensive range of compact tractors with the muscle

and manoeuvrability to take on any task.

From greenhouse to golf course, nurseries, stables, parks and gardens,
Iseki products offer economy, efficiency and long life, plus a variety of
accessory options designed for the job in hand.

Iseki products are available from the Textron UK dealer network
offering; the Power of the Team for sales, demonstrations, service

and spares.

For more information on ISEKI products phone 0500 026208

& [l [ |
TURF CARE AND SPECIALTY PRODUCTS

Ad Ref 9
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RANSOMES * JACOBSEN * CUSHMAN +* RYAN ¢« E-Z-GO ¢+ ISEKI

Ransomes Way, Ipswich, England IP3 9QG Telephone: (01473) 270000 Fax: (01473) 276300



Jim Arthur looks back to when he started
his career and shows that the advice he

gave then is just as relevant now...

o [Ke€ping it

S

Throughout more than 50 years of
olf course advisory work [ have stead-
E]stl_\' followed  the  principles
impressed on me at the start of my
advisory career by three remarkable
people, of whom more anon. They
taught me the time-proven and indis-
putable facts on which the basic
principles of greenkeeping have
depended since time immemorial.
These principles have not altered sim-
ply because they are based on the
needs of the fine textured ‘turf” grass-
es - fine fescues and bent (Agrostis) -
and these needs like the grasses have
never changed. One sees so
many passing fashions, hailed
as the newest and best ideas,
and none last more than a
decade, and when they do
conspicuously fail, their advo-
cates have already
shamelessly switched to the
latest gimmick. The most
important basis of my advice
is and always has been - keep
it simple and understandable.
Greenkeeping is more of an
art than a science.

Soil chemists, physicists, mycolo-
gists, soil analysts (particularly them!)
and all the other ists" are there to sup-
port, not to promote unproven
policies. Their worst crime is correct
observation, wrong deduction. The
work of the commercial element of

sports turf management is not to be
J:nigralcd provic in§ it is confined to
real improvements. Sadly, especially in
the case of fertilisers, at times the
motivation seems to be to try to create
new markets by overselling. I have
maintained for more years than I care
to remember, that golf clubs should
buy very little fertiliser (and then
nitrogen-only). Furthermore, clubs
shnu&i order only what they need and
should resist being pressurised into
excessive purchasing.

Yet we still see case after case of gross
over-feeding with inorganic fertilisers -

If you are presented with
techno-babble, demand
that the perpetrator

explains in simple terms - The
nine out of ten cannot.

one case this year relates to a new
course where no less than three mas-
sive complete fertiliser applications
had been given by mid March!,
because the first two “didn’t work”.
This chase after colour cannot be too
highly condemned. We play golf on

TEXTRON

TURF CARE AND SPECIALTY PRODUCTS

“The Learning Experience”

le

fine turf not colour and traditional
greenkeeping as well as %iving better
playing surfaces is so much cheaper!
0 return to my mentors, my intro-
duction to grasses was in 1938 when
my professor, a doughty Scot and a
golfer of course, while concentrating
on agricultural grasses, explained that
all the rest were still worth studying, as
quite apart from being valued con-
stituents of golf course turf, they were
very useful indicators of soil fertility, or
the reverse, — even if farmers did
regard them as weeds! He started my
enthusiasm for grasses, which is still
with me. Then came five
years in the Army and
my close contact with
turf on occasions had
nothing to do with study-
ing  botany  but
everything to do with
survival!
philosophies
taught me by two
remarkable men when 1
joined ‘the Research
Station” at Bingley just
after the war are simple,
indisputable and unchanging. I do not
understand why I am regarded as
“invariably controversial”, though Sir
Michael Bonallack kindly qualifies
this comment in his prct]acc to
Practical Greenkeeping adding “but
infuriatingly nearly always right”.
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o Keeping it

Simp

Jim Arthur

After all I am merely echoing the
tenets of sound traditional green-
keeping which were old fashioned
when I was first taught them 53 years
ago. My mentor was Richard Libbey,
the senior advisor, who was a botanist
of international renown. When [ was
first appointed, their Director gave
me three pieces of advice. First, my

re-war agricultural degree was use-
ess and I had to reverse everything |
had been taught on the principle of
“ask a farmer what to do and go and
do the opposite”. Secondly, I was told
to stick to grass and avoid architec-
ture as “1 would never be a good
enough golfer to rank with the best
and my agronomic advice could be
compromised”, Thirdly, (and even on
a short acquaintance he realised it
would be a severe hardship), “T was to
go round for the first year being
trained by Richard and I was to keep
my mouth shut and my ears open.”

ng advisory tours with Richard
gave me a wonderful education -
peering, probing and digging into turf

| have maintained for more
years than | care to remember,

that golf clubs should buy
very little fertiliser
(and then nitrogen-only)
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by day and listening and discussing
what we had seen in small, inexpen-
sive (but licensed!) hostelries in the
evenings. It was an unrivalled way of
learning about grasses - and weeds,
pests and diseases - as well as people
- based on botany not chemistry. It
was Richard who taught me, with
proof, that golfing turf never needs
phosphates in fertiliser form and
roved it, though we had many dif-
erences of opmion with Bingley's
Director and its soil chemist.

Our courses also have to
stand up to heavy play and
picture-postcard Augusta is

probably the most under-
played course in the world

The other person, also a Scot,
was Frank Smith - Superintendent
of the Bingley plots, previously
Head Greenkeeper at Cruden Bay,
which was bc}ore the war the
Gleneagles of North Scotland. His

uiet advice and helpful practical
tips were invaluable to me - and to
many Bingley advisers who came
after me - and stopped me from
many beginner’s mistakes. It was
he who said, “Listen to the head
man, but if he isn't talking, find
out why, for without him on your
side you and the Club are wasting
your time and their money.” '

| have always tried to make a per-
sonal friend of my ‘oppo’ in the
team, not just for politic reasons
but for shared enthusiasms and
many of the friendships of those
days have survived ‘retirement’
and many is the welcome call I still
receive from such elder statesmen.

However, | found that even the
most died-in-the-wool, ‘feed and
water' enthusiasts have nearly
always special interests in which |
could share - botanical or ornitho-
logical in many cases - and once
that mutual interest was shared we
could develop amicable discussions
and then agreement on greenkeep-

inF principles.

have always tried never to act as
a surrogate Head Greenkeeper,
although in the run-up to
Turnberry's first Open and in the
absence of trained staff, 1 had to
uide on the basis of monthly vis-
its for three years a dear old friend,
Jim McCubbin, We made a good
team and the results iusliﬁe(f the
means, backed generously by both

cash and faith on the part of
British [ransport otels’
Directors.

I have not got the space to cover
these time-honoured basic princi-
ples in detail, but if anyone is
anxious to learn then | suggest get-
ting hold of a copy of Practical
Greenkeeping - commissioned by
the R&A and representing the

knowledge of many acknowledged
experts in their specialised work.

Xlelematively send for a 28-page
folder of relevant articles and refer-
ences which can be obtained (as
can the book) from BIGGA
HOUSE, for the princely sum of
£2.50 to cover postage.

The basic principles of tradi-
tional greenkeeping hinge on
copying the conditions in those
areas where bents and fescues
naturally dominate the turf.

Such areas are so diverse and
seem to have nothing in common,
yet there must be common factors.
Clearly it is nothing to do with
acidity or alkalinity as the same
grasses thrive equally on acid
moors and heathland as on alka-
line dunes and downland. It is
nothing to do with soil types
which range from extremely sandy
links and heaths, to heavy clays of
old parkland and neglected pas-
tures. It is nothing to do with soil
moisture; there can hardly be a
reater contrast between tidally

ooded meadows and arid sandy
links, yet the same species occur
on both.

A little ‘research’ shows that the
common factors are very low
‘chemical® fertility coupled with
free drainage and related absence of
compaction, encouraging deep
rooting species which are also our
finest textured grasses.

Alter these conditions, deliberate-
Iy or accidentally, by compaction or
fertiliser treatment, and the grasses
we want are penalised and in come
our old enemy, Poa annua. In brief,
the two main causes of its invasion
and dominance are inadequate or
too shallow aeration and ;Lm" all
phosphatic fertilisers. There is no
possible argument against this
tenet - with research references
oing back to 1913. Some fertiliser
%rms have accepted this for many
decades and sell an  8:0:0
organic/inorganic nitrogen-only mix
which is used by virtually all our
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best traditional courses - very spar-
ingly!

Even before the 1914-18 war, Poa
annua was synonymous with poorer
turf in the eyes of greenkeepers and
research scientists alike (Dr. Murray
1913). Today, however, there are too
many voices which excuse or even
praise this enemy Number One -
either claiming it is inevitable, or
because, as with Tour Professionals,
they never play in this country when
Poa is at its worst - and get present-
ed with tarted-up putting surfaces
for their big day - and never see or
care what happens to those greens a
few months (or weeks) later.

Let there be no question - annual
meadow grass is the source of 90% of
all greenkeeping problems and is an
extremely expensive grass o main-
tain, and is tolerable only in the peak
growing periods when its rapid
recovery from damage and in
response to fertilisers and water
make it possible to produce good if
slow putting conditions - for six to
seven months a year

I'he grasses which produce (on
much smaller budgets) good condi-
tions all year round for golf are the
bents and fescues. Therefore we need
to know how to encourage them,
Many greenkeepers over the years
have succeeded. It is therefore
depressing to hear speakers at semi-
nars either extolling its virtues or
saying Poa dominance is inevitable.
It is reprehensible because this
unquestionably is confusing to
younger greenkeepers, plagued as
they are by unqualified salesmen
some of whom, if told the truth,
would conveniently forget it to make
4 sale.

Equally depressing is the number of
greenkeepers at all levels who main-
tain that however wrong they may
be, their members (new golfers) have
to be given the nice and green lush
turf that attracted them to golf in the
first place the Augusta syndrome.
Such heretics forget that golf is an all
year round game (Augusta is open

perhaps four and a half months a
year). Our courses also have to stand
up to heavy play and rimnc-}mxl-
card Augusta is probably the most
underplayed course in the world.
Finally, the budget to produce such
visual ‘delights’" is enormous, with
money, manpower, machinery and
materials wildly beyond the means of
99.9% of U.K. courses.

Once you start on the \lip;x*l'y
slope, one cost leads to another.
Excessive fertilisers lead to increasing-
ly ineffective and hugely expensive
fungicidal treatments.  Our best
courses use minuscule amounts of
nitrogenous fertiliser and virtually no
fungicides. '

Above all else, we must combat the
insidious dual evils of mi\pl:u ed com-
mercialism and apathy. Those who
care for traditional standards tight
lies; plenty of run on the ball; firm,
fast greens - and abhor target golf,
must put their heads above the para-
pet. Do not be afraid of being
criticised; your reward will come,
though perhaps not in this world.

Stand up and be counted and join
the swelling ranks - both side of the
Atlantic - for the ‘bump and run
game’ and counter the ranks of mis-
placed commercialism - even those
most eloquent in favour of feeding
have not the slightest idea that they
are completely wrong. [

Do not let dodgy speakers get away
with misrepresentation, whether
caused by ignorance or cupidity.
Stand up and argue your case.
Demand more audience participation
time in seminars. Good speakers on
sound ground welcome such inter-
ventions - at least it shows that their
audiences have not been put to sleep.
Remember the speakers” adage;
“Repartee needs to be rehearsed”!

Fight for our traditions and rout the
target golf, summer-only school.

If you are presented with techno-
babble, demand that the perpetrator
explains in simple terms - nine out
of ten cannot. Do not spare the
miscreants!




Practical Golf Course Maintenance

THE MAGIC

of Greenkeeping

By Gordon Witteveen and Michael Bavier

Golf Lourse
Mainltenance

The Magic of Greenkeeping
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I was very fortunate to
attend a one day semi-
nar in 1997 called “The
Magic Of Greenkeeping”
Gordon & Michael gave.
An insightful & candid
portrayal of what ingre-
dients make a successful
superintendent,  deliv-
ered with great verve &
panache in a Morcombe
& Wise style of humour
ensuring those attending
did not nod off in the
process.

I can think of no
greater achievement for
any person who has ded-
icated their life to one
profession than to com-
municate their wealth of
experience through the
ublishing of a book.
k\'hm is a surprise is the
fact that they dedicate
this book to their Green
Chairmen. This in itself
speaks volumes of where
(]u‘ir personal  success
lies, not just in sound agronomy but in
communication with those g g()lhr\ on
the front line.

Through careful nurturing of their
contact with club members they
gained genuine xuprurl trust &
respect for their knowledge in the art
of greenkeeping. We all thrive in our
Yositions \\Lnn we are a valued mem-
lwr of the team which Gordon and
Michael certainly achieved. This book
goes into detail about all aspects of
turf management which, professional-
ly integrated, will lead to success in
this business of golf.

Its general aim is to give renewed
vigour and enthusiasm for a profession
which has countless pitfalls for those
who do not tread carefully. After the
last two winters we have endured we
can all do with an intellectual “pick
me up”. They cover the rudimentary
clements of greenkeeping, making this
book a sort of Lonely Planet guide for
greenkeepers, espousing what budding
or experienced greenkeepers really
need to know.

The emphasis on practical matters
in turf management is excellent. Any
greenkeeper will find something useful
within these pages. Practical experi-
ence is only gained through hard,
dedicated work. It takes several years
to accrue such skills, The best of these
is the “sixth sense” which prods the
mind into seeing some form of action
is required for the greenkeeping matter
at hand. This book goes a ng way to
exposing the important facets which
over time help to form this sixth sense.
The many common sense ideas will be
most interesting to those greenkeepers
or students with limited experience.

Items covered are clear, concise & of

great benefit to younger greenkeepers
studying for their N.V.Q Levels 2 & 3.
They often quote maintenance or
management techniques used by asso-
ciate Superintendents so a cross
reference of experience is succinctly
highlighted for your attention. Those
Course Managers with many years
experience will revel in the accuracy of
problem solving & more import antly -
prevention of the pitfalls & will no
doubt evaluate these against your own
pr.unul methodology. ~ Another
important area covered in detail
throughout the various sections of the

book is the restoration of turf from a
poor to healthy state with years of
good practical husbandry coming to
the fore.

In case you are concerned that this
book, written by two American/
Canadian Superintendents, will only
be wuseful to American sx\k
Greenkeeping - forget it! This is a
foray into ,Jnlml greenkeeping skills
and there is plenty here for the
European glrancqwn I'his book is a
fine addition to any turf managers
library. It should be read by all those
secking new ideas or to support &
salute other superintendents achieve-
ments on ways in which this
increasingly complex and competitive
world of golf can be nurtured with
stress-free success

Sleeping Bear Press, Michigan,
1998, ISBN: 1-57504-047-6.
254pp - b/w Photos, Hardback.

Book reviewed by David
Winterton. O.N.D, C.M.S. M.G
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Keeping turf in good condition can be more demanding than the Slow and controlled release nutrition is available from the Sierra range.

toughest course. Scotts is here to help, with one of the widest range of Sierraform® slow release fertilizer comes in six different analyses and is particularly

turf care products on the market. For regular feeding of fine turf
look no further than Greenmaster®, With ten granular and five

liquid formulations to choose from you can exactly match your

sward's requirement whether it be for a balanced feed, a

high K product, added trace elements or a special tonic.

suitable for sand-based greens whilst Sierrablen® controlled release
fertilizer is the ideal choice to save you time and work as one application
will feed your turf all season. For more information about
these fertilizers or any other Scotts products talk to your local Area

The Scolts D{ﬂ’erence’ Sales Manager or call 01473 830492.

The Scotts Company is the leader in research, manufacturing and marketing of products for professional turf care,
ornamental horticulture, field and vegetable production and domestic use. From bases in the U.S.A. and Europe,
Scotts sells its products in more than 50 countries worldwide.

Always read the label. Use pest

s safely. Daconil Turf contains chlorothalonil. Greenshield contains chlorothalonil and carbendazim.

Intrepid contains dicamba, dichlorprop and MCPA. Maraud contains chlorpyrifos, Shortcut contains trinexapac-ethyl. Tritox contains MCPA, mecoprop-P and dicamba. Turfclear contains carbendazim

Scotts UK Professional, Paper Mill Lane,

Bramford, Ipswich, Suffolk IP8 4BZ. Tel: 01473 830492 Fax: 01473 830386

" Trade Marks of The Scotts Company or its affiliates
“The Scotts Company (UK) Ltd. 01-99
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More bite
from new
Harley

Glenmac's Harley Power Box
Rakes now feature a new roller
tooth tipped with pure carbide.
This tooth has five times the life of
the vanadium roller tooth which
greatly reduces down time and any
extended maintenance procedures.

Designed for use on all Harley
Power Rake models, the solid car-
bide teeth will take a bite out of the
toughest jobs for years to come.

For those already using a Harley
rake, an upgrade can be obtained,
and a new roller fitted with the new
teeth.

For further information Tel: 001
800/437-9779

Rainbird raise
performance

of EagleTM

RainBird has made new enhance-
ments to the EAGLETM Series of
closed-case, gear drive rotors. The
enhancements are designed to
boost the rotors’ performance, ser-
viceability and durability:

I'he 'Ii) \~Svl‘\'ix't‘;ll)|c R¢ »\'l\
ScreenTM ('IINR.\) and Replaceable
Valve Seat further enhances the ser-
viceability of the EAGLE Series of
rotors. This newly patented feature
offers the ability to remove the rock
screen and valve seat from the top
of the rotor, thus allowing for the
removal of debris during installa-
tion or due to build-up over time.

Additionally, since the valve seat
is integrated into the rock screen
design, it can be easily removed - if
it gets nicked or damaged - without
digging up the entire rotor case.

For further information Tel 001
800 984 2255.
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Stihl launch new
backpack brushcutter

Specially designed for ground
maintenance in inaccessible areas,
the new FR85 backpack brushcut-
ter from Andreas Stihl is ideal for
work on steep embankments, over-
grown slopes, in narrow ditches and
in confined areas.

Its low weight and reduced vibra-
tion levels, a newly developed
carrying frame and the flexible con-
nection between the power unit
and the shaft allow the operator to
work uphill without tiring. It can
be fitted with a variety of cutting
tools from nylon mowing heads to
brush knives, making it easy to cut

and clear grass, scrub, bushes and
saplings. Extra flexibility is offered
by the in that it can also be con-
verted into a telescopic pruner or
hedgetrimmer using one of several
new attachments now available.

All engine functions can be con-
trolled via the right-hand
multi-function handle, ensuring
that they are firmly under control
at all times.

The Stihl FR85 backpack brush-
cutter will retail at £395 ex VAT.

Further information or a free
brochure can be obtained by calling
Freephone 0800 137574, ~

Dynamax Inc, of Texas, USA, has
launched the TH20 Theta Moisture
Meter, to measure volumetric soil
moisture content. It combines ease
of use and accuracy with low cost,
to give access to precise soil mois-

ture data.

The probe is reliable, even in
saline soils, and its compact size
ance,

The sensor sends microwave sig-
nals and amplifies a reflected signal
dependent on the dielectric con-
stant (theta), a precise electronic

arameter for the volume of water
in soil (plus or minus 2% accuracy).

TH20 is simple to use: the probe
is inserted into the soil and when
pushing the button then the LCD
shows the volume of water in soil

means minimal soil distu

as a decimal value.

The palm-sized, battery powered,
display device provides instanta-
neous readings for mineral or
organic soils, which may be select-
ed by a slide switch on the front

panel.

For further information Tel: 001

281 564 5100

Greens
Groomer
sweeps up

The new Greensward
Engineering 6 wide Greens
Groomer attachment quickly fits
behind almost any power unit
and will handle a wide range of
greens maintenance tasks.

It can be used for regular brush-
ing and grooming to stand up the
grass before mowing and to con-
trol grain, and is also
exceptionally effective for rub-
bing in topdressing due to its
patented multi brush design
which moves the sand three ways
to gently rub it in and fill aera-
tion holes without scuffing or
bruising the turf.

It can even be fitted directly
behind a truckster mounted top-
dresser to apply and rub in
topdressing in a single pass.

/k 17" wide triple gang version is
ideal for brushing fairways to
remove worm casts and dew for
improved early morning play.

For further information Tel:
0113 267 6000.




