LAKE LINERS

Donnington Valley Golf Club: 1998 Project

Oxfordshire Golf Club: 1991 Project London Golf Club: New Lake Liner

e We provide high performance undertaken nationally, are

polyethylene liners to fully covered by warranties

waterproof your proposed

reservoir, lake, pond or similar e If required, we can supply
fabricated liner panels for your

¢ For your assurance, our site own installation

installation works, which are

GEOSYNTHETIC TECHNOLOGY LIMITED

Nags Corner, Wiston Road, Nayland, Colchester, Essex CO6 4LT
Tel: 01206 262676 Fax: 01206 262998

e Our lining systems are used in
the refurbishment of existing
water features which leak

e We advise on all preparatory
and finishing earthworks
required
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Rain Bird
crack code

The new DC-200 central control
for Rain Bird’s Golf Division is
designed to deliver flexibility and
water savings for g()lf courses with
decoder-based irrigation systems.

A wall-mounted unit, DC-200
combines the reliability of two-wire
technology with the proven in-field
communication of buried field
decoders. It is compatible with rain
Bird FD-210 and FD-610 decoders
which can operate from one to six
valves without the use of a field satel-
lite.

In addition it can store five separate
irrigation programmes, plus one test
schedule, while the Water Budgu
button helps save water by increasing
or daumslng s the \\‘llulng times of .1ﬁ
decoders in a schedule.

For further information Tel:
800 984 2255

Millennium

status for
Doggy bins

00 1

Glasdon Retriever Dog Waste Bins

have been granted Millennium
Product status by the Design Council.

The bins are purpose-designed dog
foul containers with a secure metal
chute ensuring hygienic operation,a
pivot action for fast and effective
emptying and a completely remov-
able door.

For further information Tel: 01253
600400
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New products from Rigby Taylor

Amino-sorb is the latest addition to
the Mascot Specialties range from
Rigby Taylor.

It is an amino acid based supple-
ment that gives turf maximum
protection and recovery from stress.

The two products Amino-Sorb R
(root acting) and Amino-Sorb F
(foliar acting) are ideally applied as a
programme through ‘the year to
enhance recovery from stress, increase
photosynthesis and chlorophyll con-
tent as well as enhancing germination
and increasing root growth or stressed
turf.

With another product launch,
Rigby Taylor has also introduced
Integrate Soil Conditioner to the UK
market.

Applied to the turf as a convention-
al high volume spray the polymers in
Integrate unwind and move down
through the soil profile, penetrating
layers and solid soil structures. The
“fines’ that are clogging the pore
spaces are then solubilised by
Integrate which draws u)guhc the
clay and organic soil particles into soil
aggregates with the same and the silt.

Following a programme of treat-
ments the turf manager will see the
results in reduced soil compaction
and lower bulk density.

Integrate is a pmduu manufactured
by Milliken Chemical, the supplier of
Blazon Spray pattern indicator. It is

totally non ph\l(m)\u and has no
p(mmml for “burn”.

It is supplied in 10 litre packs and
costs between £75 and £150 per
hectare.

For further information Tel: 01245
999750.

Iseki launch new mid-size tractor

Iseki has launched a new addition
to its tractor range with the intro-
duction of the TR63.

The TR63 is a mid-sized tractor
offering power and versatility for
a range of turf care and agricul-
tural applications.

Powered by a new 66hp Iseki
designed Perkins, direct injection
4-cylinder diesel engine, it gives a
cleaner ‘burn’ and low exhaust
and noise emissions.

The bonnet with quick lift-off side

Safer surfaces

pave the way
at KSM

KSM Ltd has launched a selec-
tion of eco-friendly rubber slabs
which are soft on steel and other
rubber commonly used as spikes in
golf shoes.

The slabs are available in three
standard sizes and three colours -
charcoal, terracotta and emerald.
The can easily be laid on concrete,
hardcore, sand or wood using
cement, epoxy resin or other bond-
ing agents.

-or further
01376 515164.

information Tel:

panels gives easy access for rou-
tine maintenance.

Synchromesh transmission pro-
vides 25 forward and 25 reverse
speeds with a maximum road
speed of 24 mph (40 km/h).

To keep the TR 63 moving the
tractor has push button electro-
hydraulically engaged 4-wheel
drive and simultaneous locking of
front and rear differentials.

The hydraulic lift capacity is
2100kg making it capable of han-

dling most mounted or trailed
equipment with ease. Optional lift
arms are also available to boost
the capacity to a hefty 3400kg.
The Iseki TR 63 is ideally suited
to be fitted with the Ransomes
Hydraulic 5/7 using a specially
designed adaptor kit.

Textron can now offer one-stop
shopping for a high output mow-
ing combination.

For further information Tel: 01473
270000
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Velvet Bent:
Not the answer

I would like to take issue with the
article in the April issue of
Greenkeeper International in which
we were told that velvet bent is the
‘in’ grass. In my view it makes
extravagant claims and displays lit-
tle knm\kdg(‘ of greenkeeping.

Can I also point out that A. capil-
laris is the (){d specific name for A.
tenuis bmwntop (the new name was
substituted in 1918! ref. Beard).

A. canina is indeed a lover of
(very) wet soils. It was rejected
many years ago, before New
Zealand and Oregon browntops
formed a reliable seed source for a
better grass. If you think this is an
opinion and not a fact, let me quote
Professor Vargas (not unknown to
some of your readers) on the sub-
ject, relating to Kingstown velvet
bent, of which Avalon is only an
improved strain.

“Velvet bent (Kingstown) lacks
the disease resistance and competi-
tive ability necessary to make it a

desirable turf grass species. It is
even more susceptible to disease
than Penncross; is not very tolerant
of high temperatures and has a ten-
dency to lie flat in summer time
thus making an undesirable putting
surface. It simply will not compete
with Poa annua, which eventually
will take over”.

Advice to feed velvet bent more
and especially to LIME(!) greens
will be regarded by all greenkeepers
as very dubious.

In short velvet bent is emphdmal
ly not the answer. A. canina has
been tried and found \\'amm;, for at
least 65 years. A comparison could
be made with Penncross which was
considered to be the answer to all
our prayers, more than a decade
ago. It certainly is not now, nor
indeed its successors.

J.H. Arthur,
Budleigh, Salterton

Welsh Open at
Celtic Manor

Celtic Manor, in Newport, South
Wales is to host the Welsh Open for
at least three years from next year,
as the first step towards its new
7,450 yard Wentwood Hills course
becoming a contender to host the
2009 Ryder Cup.

The new course was opened by
Wales’ new First Minister Alun
Michaels following an exhibition
match between lan Woosnam and
this year’s Ryder Cup Captain Mark
James.

Director of Golf at the Resort is
Jim McKenzie who was recently
promoted to the post having previ-
ously been Course Manager.

New features
for Pattisson’s
aluminium
hole cup

H. Pattisson & Co, which has
recently become a distributor for he
Standard Golf range, has launched
a new aluminium hole cup.

Sporting a new and improved
design the new hole cup is a copy of
the polymer bogey hole cup with
anti mud features, while a new and
|mpm\ul hole club is available is
available in plain and white lined.

For further information Tel:
01494 79 46 46.

Re-election for

Howard Swan has been re-elected
as President of the British Institute
of Golf Course Architects for the
forthcoming year with Jeremy Pern
as Vice President.

“I look forward to a second year
as President and, with our
Committee, the progress that we
shall be striving to make to
advance the profession and the

Howard Swan

Institute throughout Europe and
elsewhere in the year to come,”
said Howard.

The most important issue facing
the Institute in the year ahead is
the ]mssllnllt\ of a merger with the
European Society and the French
Architects’ (-mup and the debate
will continue towards a coming
together in the Millennium,

Another example of
perfect spacing

01460 241939
0131 220 2102

HEAD OFFICE
SCOTLAND OFFICE
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Strength, creative thinking
and teamwork

When William Webb Ellis first picked up the ball and ran with it at Rugby
School all those years ago, the game of rugby was created.

The game now relies on a careful blend of strength, creative thinking and
teamwork, played on an international stage and followed by millions of
informed individuals.

Textron apply the same formula to their business and have created

a world ranking Turf Care and Specialty Product group, which comprises
the product muscle of Ransomes, Jacobsen, Cushman, Ryan, E-Z-GO

and Iseki.

Our goal is to make it easy for you to do business with us and offer you
the best and most comprehensive range of products on the market.
Good for the industry, good for business and good for you.

For more information on products please phone 0500 026208.

/
r é ‘
L TURF CARE AND SPECIALTY PRODUCTS
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RANSOMES *« JACOBSEN * CUSHMAN +* RYAN -+« E-Z-GO * ISEKI

Ransomes Way, Ipswich, England IP3 9QG Telephone: (01473) 270000 Fax: (01473) 276300




As a life-time student of Homo
Sapiens or even that aberrant strain, H.
Viridis, or ‘Greens’, [ am always fasci-
nated by reading between the lines of
articles or speeches and to identify the
obvious breaches of the first law of
logic, ie correct observation must be fol-
lowed by correct deduction.

When it is not, problems remain
unsolved, vast sums of money are spent
(or advised to be spent) quite ineffec-
tively because the true cause has not
been properly identified.

We are informed that rainwater is
acid, so golf greens will naturally
become more acidic. Quite apart from
the fact that we would need to live in
monsoon conditions for much of the
year for there to be significant acidifica-
tion, no account is taken of the fact that
today’s bought-in top dressings are
1110\{[\' on the alkaline side (the best
around pH 6.8) so very little top dress-
ing would soon neutralise any
acidification by rain,

In passing, the whole argument is aca-
demic Ixuum‘ “the ideal pH is the one
you have” - so don't try to waste time
and money altering it - certainly never,
ever lime fine turf; tlu result is not just
lush grass and earthworms but Take-All

Through the platform of the Learning Experience
Jim Arthur talks about the need to be sensible
when it comes to watering...

atch for which only time is a cure.

Similarly with irrigation, quite unsus-
tainable claims are made and an
enormous pseudo-science has arisen to
complicate an essentially simple opera-
tion.

I have been wrongly accused of saying
that pop-ups have ruined more greens
than any other single factor. It is the
misuse of pop-ups which is the true
problem - and the fact that they make
it 50 easy to over-water at the turn of a
dial.

The temptation is greater because too
many of today’s g()llus equate qu.lhl\
xunpl\ on the basis of colour - “if it isn't
green it must be dead”.

In truth “beautifully lush” is a contra-
diction in terms and anyone who
prefers the viridian green so often seen
on televised golf to the terre verte of
natural courses (which are rarely uni-
formly green save when over watered,
by rain as well as pop-ups!) needs coun-
selling.

All we are aiming at in irrigation is
simplicity itself. We need water merely
to keep the grass alive, not to make it
green, not to make it grow and certain-
ly never to make greens soft and
holding.

“The Learning Experience”

There are a few simple rules which are
s0 logical as to defy contradiction. The
first law is to start late and finish early.
April is a winter month and if one falls
for the temptation to water in an early
dry spell - the usual false spring - then
sure enough the weather will deterio-
rate, as we saw in this and many other
springs.

Cold wet greens take far longer to
warm up when the weather improves
then cold dry ones, so gmmh is
delayed. [qu.\ll\ at the other end, it is
sound practice to stop all irrigation
after the end of August, whatever
September brings.

}hx aim is to go into winter with dry
greens and a weeks watering in early
September absolutely guarantees the
next weeks are torrentiz i, just as clean-
ing one’s car invites rain. Early May is
not too late in most years, and only
optimists go on watgring after the end
of August.

If you really feel that greens are being
over-stressed in avery early spring, then
water (sparingly) in the day, not at
night when the effects of late frosts and
irrigation can be very unhappy.

So much for timing - what about
quantity. A huge industry has arisen,
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It never o

All we are aiming at in
irrigation is simplicity
itself. We need water

merely to keep the
grass alive, not to
make it green, not to
make it grow and
certainly never to
make greens soft

and holding.
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based on computer sci-
ence and nit-picking
measurements, calculating
the short-fall and reckon-
ing precipitation rates to
mini-seconds ~ duration.
Many greens on the same
course have different irri-
{;ation requirements,
inked to exposed versus
sheltered sites, the perme-
ability of the root zone
and related drainage.

Experienced  course
managers know these dif-
ferent requirements (and
less experienced ones can
learn) - and set the con-
trols accordingly: However
‘scientific’ systems may
be, there is no better way of checking
than going out and seeing for onescl%
How many course managers actually
check that five minutes on the dial
equate with five minutes actual delivery.

0 one suggests spending all night
with a stop watch. When I was helping
with the presentation for Open
Championships, I used to go out, alone
or with the head man, at night random-
ly picking say four greens.

We both got considerable surprises at
times - with old control systems failing
to deliver or to stop! Look especially for
the green which is starting to shine, or
conversely one which looks too wet -
but all set at the same control time.

Look also for missed areas indicating
multifunction heads, remembering that
each head waters the far side of the
green, so a dry area relates to the head
opposite.

I well remember going round a
neglected Irish Championship links,
where the pro was in charge, pointing
out to him at a distance of 100 or more
yards which heads were blocked. He
didn’t last long and the appointment of
an experienced links man revolutionised
not just the irrigation system but the
presentation of the whole course.

Frankly - and do not dismiss my views
as those of an old fogey - I have little
time for such precision, even if it is real-
ly achieved in practice. What we are
aiming at is the effect of a good shower
once a night every night in drought, not
a thunderstorm every three to six days.
In practice a good guide is about 4-6
minutes with standard heads delivering
30-40gpm for a 600 m2 green - but this
is only a guide.

If in doubt, don’t water, or use less
water. “Over-watering is the cardinal sin
of greenkeeping” is a remark made,
believe it or not, by revered American Al
Radko, late National Director of the
USGA Green Section.

There are of course other aspects of
irrigation such as syringing to cool
greens in day time in summer heat, and
watering in dressings. To do this effi-

ciently, it is highly desirable for the irri-
gation system to be so designed that all
the heads com~ on simultaneously on
one green.

To save money by falsely economisin
in pipe sizes, some systems are designe§
to use limited flow, by one head coming
on at a time in say four different zones
of the course. This makes visual control
impossible - and many other snags con-
nected with weather and play mean
such systems should be outlawed or
modified.

Similarly all heads should be easily
and quickly adjustable, to cover say sur-
rounds  periodically  but  not
permanently - and if you have to wear a
wet suit just to adjust a head with the
system operating, it simply does not get

one.

On this topic, the old idea of watering
approaches with greens has long been
condemned.

Inherently poorer drainage on
approaches and the need to retain firm-
ness while maintaining grass cover
means they need far less - usually only
three times a week, even if other areas
e.g. tees, demand attention.

is brings us to fairway watering - a
vexed question. I suppose, where money
is no object and proper controls
ensured, wall-to-wall fairway watering is
not such a criminal waste of money as it
would be where budgets are more strait-
ened.

Itis all linked to this mis-
taken chase after colour. If
fairways do go brown in a
long summer drought,
does it really matter, when
a few days rain will soon
turn them green again?

Watering does not really
improve wear resistance,
but it may speed up recov-
ery. Fairways which thin
out badly in a normal dry
summer are likely to be
dominated by Poa annua - indicative of
insufficient aeration and inadequate
top-dressing with moisture retaining
materials such as fen peat or green
waste.

Fairway watering is not an absolute
essential unless outside factors prevail
e.g. the need to tart a course up for a
televised tournament. If it is installed,
clearly one must be sure of adequate
water supplies.

Water authorities in almost all areas,
including those like the South West,
with a chronic history of hose-pipe
bans, have guaranteed their golf course
customers supplies save only perhaps
for restrictions over at almost 2 weeks of
extreme drought in one year out of 5 or
6.

There are serious objections however
to mid-seasonal extraction - most
authorities allow water to be held back
in storage reservoirs only during winter.

The cost of constructing such features is
very considerable, quite apart from sit-
ting them.

Maintaining them is not cheap either.
Do not be tempted into making them a
feature of the course, as when they are
partly exhausted at the end of a dry
summer they have all the appeal of an
African watering hole at the end of the
dry season.

y advice is to thoroughly investigate
and cost ‘mains water’ %)efore wasting
money on a reservoir. It always pays “to
ask the expert” but do see he is truly
independent and not a camouflaged
representative of an irrigation company
- who, however competent, is liable to
offer biased advice.

Finally we come to water quality. In
this country there are few causes for
concern - all that water needs to be is
wet. In some mining areas there may be
toxicity problems -si)ut a quick test for
toxic and saline contamination is not
expensive. In the states, it is often a dif-
ferent question.

Using water derived from what they
call sodic soils, one sees pH figures
greater than 9, hiigh salinity and nice lit-
tle surprises such as high aluminium
and copper.

Desalinisation plants are essential -
but luckily we do not have this problem
here. I never cease to stress that green-
keeping is simple common-sense and

If fairways do go brown
in a long summer
drought, does it really
matter, when a few days
rain will soon turn them

green again?

those who strive to make mysteries
where none exist, do neither the game
not themselves a service.

Defenders of mystiques try to explain
that it is all the extra traffic that makes
it necessary to apply magic mixtures or
apply everything to the level of several
decimal points.

They (H() not fool well trained green-
keepers, brought up on the need to keep
courses of the poor side; use water sen-
sibly; aerate like mad (never mind the
golfers, they will forgive you when the
courses are open when others are shut in
winter) and generally follow tried and
tested methods proven by a century of
research and practice.

Much is liﬁkftl of thatch and black
layer! Water less and make sure it goes
deep by aeration and both will disap-
pear - especially if you cut out
phosphatic fertilisers!

But that's another story...
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Over 100 new members joined BIGGA in
April. Tracey Maddison, Membership
Services Officer, welcomes them on
behalf of the Association and highlights
a money saving membership benefit...

Do you pay your own subscription
fees?

Yes.

Then, would you like some money
back?

Yes, but how?

If you pay for your own subscrip-
tions, then you can apply to the tax
office for a refund of 23% of the sub-
scription amount. For example on a
Course Manager/Head Greenkeeper
fee of £73 that’s almost £17! And a
potential saving of £11.50 for an
Assistant Greenkeeper.

Really? What’s the reason?
Well, because BIGGA is recognised

by the Inland Revenue as a legiti-

BIGGA welcomes...

mate pmfusmnal body, and member-
ship fees to such bodies are eligible
for tax relief.

I haven’t got the time to complete
lots of complicated forms ..

You don’t have to! All you have to do
is to inform your local tax office that
you are }mying your own fees and, to
make life even easier, BIGGA has a
simple form you can Lonlpktc and
send to your local tax office. So go on
do it now, after all the money is
yours!

Start saving yourself money, tele-
phone 01347 833800 and BIGGA
will send you a form today.

(BIGGA regrets that the Association
is unable to trace membership pay-
ments prior to 1996)

€
— ]

DRIVING RANGE EQUIPMEN

T

. BALL COLLECTORS

- /A
PRACTICE NETS ‘

DRIVING FORCE LEISURE EUROPE LTD.
BADCOCK HOUSE, DOLPHIN PARK, EUROLINK IND. CENTRE
SITTINGBOURNE, KENT ME10 3RL
TEL: 01795 427333 FAX: 01795 425222

-

“ DRIVING RANGE MATS

Scottish Region

Scott Barclay North
Gerard Bradley West
William Campbell Ayrshire
Brian Heggie Central
Stephen Higgins Ayrshire
Neil Kidd North

Keith Law North

Justin Lochrie North
Christopher McKenzie Central
Alan Miller West

Ross Perrie West

David Sutherland Central
Scott Wilson West

Northern Region

Alistair Bolch Northern
Clifford Bunn North East
David Burnett Northern
Joseph Cassell Northern
Mark Davies North West
Mark Dineley North West
Neil Dixon North West
Matthew Folka North West
Thomas Givnan North West
Lee Hinks-Edwards North Wales
Brian Hudson Northern

Kevin Irving North West
Gareth Jones North Wales
Mark Longmate Sheffield
Donald MacLean North East
Brian McArdle North East
Jonathan McNally Cleveland
Neil Morley North West
Michael Nelson Northern
Matthew Proudman North West
Steven Richardson North East
John Rippon North East
Glenys Vaughan North West

Midland Region
Gareth Acteson BB2O

Gareth Blinko BBEO
Austin Brown BB&O

Paul Chiverton BB3O

Saul Coulson Mid Anglia
Terry Cutler Mid Anglia

Ben Fillary East Midland
Richard Goddard Mid Anglia
Tim Hammond BB&O

Steven Heath Midland
Matthew Hutcheson Mid Anglia
Mark Lambert Mid Anglia
Jonathon Leadbeater Mid Anglia
Douglas MacGregor Midland
Christopher Maynard Mid Anglia
Colin David McBeth Midland
David Pavey BB30

Matthew Richards Midland
Karl Robinson BB&O

Andrew Ross BB2O

Robert Spikings Mid Anglia
Michael Stewart 8850
Craig Turner East of England
Luke Vincent East Midland
Shane Wells Northern

Alan Wright BB&O

South East Region

Richard Atkins Kent
Simon Berry Sussex
Graham Brumpton East Anglia
David Bull London

Ben Burnham London
Dean Callaghan Surrey
David Fosh London
Mark Gordon Surrey
Daniel Harvey Essex
Rory Hilldrup Surrey
Martin Howard Essex
Andrew Javeleau Surrey
Robert Kemmence Kent
Nicholas Kikkides Essex
David Lerpiniere Kent
Timothy Lower Kent
Kevin Martin Surrey
Daniel Matthews Surrey
Andrew Miller Essex
Timothy Nunn Kent

Paul Tubb London

Lee West Surrey
Sheila Wheston Kent

S West & S Wales Region

James Bastian South Coast
Matthew Cook South Wales
Simon Dungey South Coast
Matthew Gleed South Coast
Kristian Hewitt South Coast
Raymond Hobden South Coast
Paul Holloway South West
James Kennedy South Coast
Darren Moxham South West
Grieg Osborne South Coast
Michael Pembroke South West
Delwyn Pople South West
Andrew Ricketts South Wales
Keith Robinson Devon & Comwall
Gavin Rogerson South West
Anthony Vokes Devan & Comwall
Jake Waites South Wales
Richard Williams South Coast
Mark Zealander South Coast

Associate members

James Burnside West
Anthony Beaumont Northern
David Orchard North West
Dean Stanton North Wales
Michael Cox BBAO

International members

Philip Ingram Germany

Ellert Thorarinsson lceland
Paul Stevens Canada
Kelly-Maree Rowe New Zealand
Charles Woodhouse Hong Kong

ADAS

ADAS are now
offering more courses
on pest control

At more locations nationwide

Training courses are certificated and attract BASIS points and satisfy the
suppliers' requirements for users to buy and store Part | pesticides.

Courses offered include

Safety with Pesticides, Control of Moles, Control of Rabbits and Control
of Rodents. Courses will be held at Leicester (June), Manchester
(September), Gatwick (October), Exeter (December), Berkekey, Gloucs.
(January), Wetherby (February) and Edinburgh (April).

Information on tailor-made courses at your own venue
is available on request.

For further information or to register course
attendance contact Jan Pullen 01626 892639
or Ed Allan 01303 863948
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This month, Ken Richardson, BIGGA's Education & Training
Manager, takes a look at the need for continual training,
and outlines some of the training courses on offer

Continuing
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Are you fully trained? Are you
competent to do all of the tasks set
by your management? If you can
answer yes to one or both of these
questions then either:

a. You did not understand the
question; or

b. You think that you know more
than you do.

In the rapidly changing, cost con-
scious, quality led  business
environment in which golf green-
keepers work, success and in some
cases survival can be achieved only if
the need for training, development
and continuous learning are seen as
essential.

BIGGA can help greenkeepers
with their development through its
Regional and BIGGA HOUSE
Training Courses. These courses are
designed to meet the needs of green-
keepers wanting to improve not only
their supervisory and management
skills but also their knowledge of
computing, health and safety, turf
science and golf course design.

Courses planned for 1999/2000
are:

BIGGA HOUSE

Managing People Module 1
11-15 October 1999

This course introduces a range of
interpersonal skills needed in super-
visory management and includes:

time management - planning and
prioritising - setting objectives - the
importance of delegation - Gantt
charts and time planners - overcom-
ing procrastination - action
planning. Team work - identifying
strengths and weaknesses - ensuring
effective teams - delegating - moti-
vating - team briefings. Leadership
skills - action centred leadership -
leadership styles - practical lcm‘lcr-
ship exercises. Computers in
greenkeeping management - intro-
duction to the use of digital
computers.

Managing People Module 2

18-22 October 1999

This course builds on the knowl-
edge gained in Module 1 and
includes:

guidance skills - listening - ques-
tioning -  summarising -
paraphrasing - giving information
and advice. Appraisals - appraisal
interviews - guidance strategies -
constructive %ccdhack. Grievance
and discipline skills - employment
protection - formal and informal
warnings - assertive communication.
The use of computers in manage-
ment - written communication.

Managing Operations and
Resources
25-29 October 1999

This course looks at financial plan-
ning, project management and the
effective use of resources. It
includes:

basic financial management - esti-
mating costs - budget forecasts -
cash flow forecasts - managed dele-
gated budgets - production and
maintenance of financial records.
Project management - objectives and
specifications - estimating time -
milestone plans - critical path analy-
sis - network diagrams and Gantt
charts - project reviews and evalua-
tion, I’Emning and control of
resources - maintaining services and
operations - improving customer ser-
vice. The use of computers in
greenkeeping management - spread-
sheets and project management.

Managing Information
1-5 November 1999

This course looks at methods of
communicating information to oth-
ers and includes:

Writing memos and letters - writ-
ing reports, storage and retrieval of
information - electronic communi-

cation. Managing meetings -
agendas and minutes - oral commu-
nication - audio visual aids -

delivering presentation - coping with
questions. The use of computers in
communication.

Managing Golf Course
Development
8-12 November 1999

This course is aimed mainly at
those delegates who have completed
Weeks 1 to 4 and looks at: Health
and Safety Update - Developin
Working Relationships - Soil anﬁ
Plant Analysis - Defining Seed and
Turf Quality - Computers in green-
keeping management.

The cost of each course including
four nights’” accommodation, meals
and all tuition is as follows;

BIGGA Members £525 + VAT
(£616.88)

Non Member £625 + VAT
(£734.38)

All delegates will receive a certifi-
cate of attendance which can be
used as part of an N/SVQ portfolio
of evidence.

Further details and a booking
form are included in the leaflet,
distributed with this magazine.

The BIGGA 1999/2000 Regional
Courses are being finalised and full
details will be enclosed with the July
copy of this magazine. Planned
courses include:

Budgeting and Finance
Project Management

Health and Safety

Soil Science

Golf Course Design
Essential Management Skills
Computing for Greenkeepers

Thanks to the contributors to the
BIGGA Education and Development
Fund the cost of Regional Courses is
kept very low thanks to a massive
suLsidy. Make sure of your place by
booking early.



Whether you want to keep vour green green or vout

perfect, Flowtronex makes the difference.

Flowtronex variable speed pump sets are the heart of any
irrigation system, boosting flow and pressure wherever it is

needed to make the most of your landscape

Integrating the latest in variable speed technology with superior
design, engineering and construction, Flowtronex brings vou

energy savings of up to 50% and reduced maintenance costs

And when you order a Flowtronex pump set vou can have every
confidence that it has been designed to meet your specific

requirements - from bowling greens to championship courses.

With a pump set from Flowtronex you can see the difference
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2 Relay Road, Waterlooville, Hampshire PO7 7XA, England

Tel: +44 (0) 1705 268511 Fax: +44 (0) 1705 241263
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Great golf is built on
J
Topsport

At Tarmac we take sport and leisure extremely seriously.

Created to satisfy the most exacting professional requirements,
Topsport is a tried and tested range of specialist products for
use in the construction and maintenance of a vast array of
sports and leisure surfaces, and has been used by some of the
UK's premier sporting venues.

Used extensively by golf courses throughout the UK, including
Royal Birkdale, our impressive range of rootzones (up to USGA
Standard), topdressings, bunker sands, pathway materials
and drainage aggregates ensure maximum performance all
year round.

Topsport products can be supplied nationwide and are
matched by first-rate technical and sales support from Tarmac
Quarry Products, the UK's largest aggregate producer.

Not only determined to meet, but to exceed custo
expectations, our aim is to ensure that whatever y
particular needs, Topsport has the proven experience, quality
and expertise to help you achieve perfect results.

For further details on any of the
Topsport range of products telephone

01298 213740

Tarmac Quarry Products Limited, Moorcroft, Lismore Road, Buxton,
Derbyshire SK17 9AP.
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Find out in next month’s magazine



