J&E ELY
GOLF COURSE
CONSTRUCTION

Reading, Berks
lel/Fax: 0118 9722257

E-mail: ely@btinternet.com

SR
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o
CONTOUR
GOLF-LIMITED

Construction of new golf development
and upgrading of existing courses

Tel: 01327 879464
Mobile: 0385 272935
i Office: 105 The Severn, Daventry,
Northants NN11 4QS
Irish Office: 026 471 83

X PUMP

Art[ngtom oo

17K (01705) 592390

Contact Ted Awcock on 0410 450454
Update Your Existing Course By

TEE EXTENSIONS
GREEN RE-MODELLING
BUNKER ALTERATIONS

DRAINAGE
NEW COURSE CONSTRUCTION

>
BAGCC
Whitnel
ntracts
1td

GOLF COURSE
CONSTRUCTION

Specialists
in Golf
Course

Construction

JOHN GREASLEY LIMITED
* 1154 Meiton Road
ter « LE7 2HB

Tel: 0116 269 6766

BAGC( Mobile: 0836 553899
Fax: 0116 269 6866

How well do
you ‘Know Your

Course Equipment

Robust & Durable

LITTER
-~ BINS

LINKS LEISURE ks Leisure

»
Turfdry Sy

Golf Course Drainage
Specialists

For fast and friendly UK
service call

Melvyn Taylor
on 01283 551417
or 0836 259133

White Horse Contractors
Limited

2N

* Construction
* Renovation
* Drainage
* Irrigation
Tel: 01865 736 272

Fax: 01865 326 176
Lodge Hill, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 2JD

Ay Drainage.

Sand Slitting.

Vertidraining.

Established 42 years

ONGAR, ESSEX
01277 890274

Duncan Ross

painagl
Limited

SPORTSTURF DRAINAGE SPECIALISTS

* Latest Sportsturf trenching machine
* Verti Draining  * Sand Siitting * Overseeding
* Gravel Banding * Top dressing

Design, installation and maintainence service

Tel/Fax: 01257 255321
Appley Bridge, Wigan, Lance

LAND UNIT

CONSTRUCTION

Hanslope, Milton Keynes MK19 7BX.

Tel: 01908 510414 Fax: 01908 511056

SLEATH & SON
SPORTSTURF DRAINAGE

Full range of modern equipment providing
UK and European service
Contact Geoff Sleath
Tel/Fax: 01709 862075

Mobile: 0976 751742

Specialists in land drainage,
golf course construction and
maintenance

M J ABBOTT LIMITED

Bratch Lane, Dinton, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP3 5EB
Tel: 01722 716361 » Fax: 01722 716828

GLM Turfcare

For soil amelioration and
compaction relief to 55cm depth

Contact James Gibson

Tel: 01694 723815
Fax: 01694 724186

SPORTSTURF CONTRACTORS

We operate a full range of specialist
drainage machinery and have over
25 years experience.
pipe drainage - gravel banding
sand slitting - vertidraining
overseeding

CHESTERFIELD, DERBYSHIRE
Tel: 01773 872362
Fax: 01773 874783

Tailor made

Liquids, solubles & granular.
Based on Soil & Tissue analysis

Call for 2 quote on

01372 456101

Golf Course Supplies

M.C. & MA.
STEWART
(HAULAGE) LTD

PINY
i pge®
{ family business established 1969
BS EN 150 9002: 1992 Registered Company

GRAVEL, SAND, SOIL,
ROOT ZONE, TOP DRESSING,
WOOD BARK, TRACK MATERIAL

The independent supplier with the wide product range
For professional service nationwide contact Rachael

Tel: 01257 792536/792692  Mobile: (0973 426890

Waodlands, 31 Preston Road. Coppull
Chaorley, Lancashire PR7 SHS

PARKER

TRENCHING HIRE

TRENCHERS * PLOUGHS
ROCKWHEELS

NATIONAL HIRE
TEL: (01554) 778666

Irrigation

— (AR DAL

To £
© ¥ X
IRRIGATION
Golf Course and Sports Turf Irrigation
Desigr Installation - Maintenance * Annual
» Installations - Syseem
tomated PC systems
wlent Instablers of Honter - Logi
| o Irvigation Equips

874200 Mobile: 0860 542616

Tel: 0142

Fax: 01427 875333

ovarted and upgraded

DESIGN INSTAUMON SEINICE

Cameron (Macpenny )

Unit 17-18, Hightown Ind Est. Ringwood, Hants BH24 IND
Tel: 01425 474614 Foox: 01425 471296 | MISC

An independant Company

pR
v R

~ Design, Supply,
ol Installation,
T1I0% Service & Sales
NE England, Yorkshire, Lincolnshire, Derbyshire,
Nottinghamshire, and Leicestershire

EB & L Simms

Unit 18, Camp Hill CLose, Dallamire Lane,
Ripon, North Yorkshire HG4 1TT

Tel: 01765 602175/690598 Fax: 01765 603488

>

BRITISH OVERHEAD
IRRIGATION LIMITED
Tel: (01932) 788301
Fax: (01932) 780437

INDEPENDENT CONTRACTORS
FOR GOLF COURSE IRRIGATION

SYSTEMS, UPDATES AND
COMPLETE PROJECTS

BEST BUY B.O.Il.L.
EXPERIENCE - EXPERTISE

CARE - SERVICE
since 1923

Founder Member BTLIA

b
Martin

GOLF IRRIGATION CONSULTANTS

Speak to Europe's most experienced,
independent consultants for objective,
unbiased advice, before deciding

YORK & MARTIN
PO BOX 1192 FORDINGBRIDGE

HANTS, SP6 1YD, U.K.
Tel 01425 652087 Fax, 01425 652476

pY OCMIS

IRRIGATION

Design, Manufacture,
Supply, Installation
& Service.

Ocmis specialise in Irrigation
Systems for Golf Courses,
Sportsgrounds, Recreational,
Amenity & Landscape Areas.
For further information contact

HEAD OFFICE  SCOTTISH OFFICE
0146 13
241939 2202102
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Irrigation

S
Wate> ‘«(e
'v"'ssatxO\\ Yvioces

The most professional Design, Supply and
instatlation service in the North
Trained in Golf Course management, with real
knowledge of irrigation and Golf Course needs
Effortiess irrigation with minimum inconvenience

Call now on: 01405 814889
Mobile: 0421 578828

Hou'll be amazed where we POP up!

DECODERS
CONTROLLE

Work with Watermation, CIC, Wright Rain,
PrimeTime, Robydome, TORO and 1SS

+ 5 year warranty on decoders

« Multi outputs available

+ Free oddress programmer/tester

« Controller works with existing decoders

« Competitively priced

TONICK WATERING

TEL: 01903 262393 FAX: 01903 694500

Full member of BTLIA

T s st e g,
Autofiow System/s
T e et e e S P e

CALL NOW FOR ALL YOUR
WATER REQUIREMENTS ON

SPORTS GROUNDS, GOLF COURSES,
BOWLING GREENS, COMMERCIAL

LANDSCAPING, PRIVATE GARDENS

TEL: 01603 759701 FAX: 01603 758200

AUTO HOUSE, ASHTREE WORKS, MILL ROAD,
BARNHAM BROOM, NORFOLK NRY 4DE

YOUR COMPLETE INDEPENDANT IRRIGATION SPECIALIST

Consult
atermation

Ltd

* IRRIGATION SYSTEMS -

Design Installation Supply Maintenance

Design Supply
Installation
)% Support

01788 510529

gxaﬂs I,'_
‘ﬁ h_‘

N
o,.%
uo‘)e

*DESIGN *INSTALLATION*
*MAINTENANCE*

TEL: 01785 812706

Automatic Watering
Systems for Sports
and Leisure Grounds
Designed * Supplied * Installed

Glen Farréw

IRRIGATION
Pinchbeck, Spalding, Lincs.

Tel: (01775) 722327
Fax: (01775) 725444
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LL.S. IRRIGATION SYSTEMS

& EQUIPMENT

@ Contact us for irrigation
installation service @
® Up-dates @ Equipment sales

LL.S. Irrigation, Oundie Road, Lutton,
Peterborough PEB 5ND.

Tel: 01832 272450
Fax: 01832 272191

Liners for lakes, ponds and
f storage lagoons from the
UK's leading contractor

Comprehensive advice
regarding design and
construction of water areas

G

Detailed brochure available on request

RAILWAY
SLEEPERS

Contact

Tel: 01302 365222
Fax: 01302 341691

WARDLE

Consulting Engineers Ltd

INDEPENDENT IRRIGATION CONSULTANTS
& PROJECT MANAGERS

Head Office: Tel/Fax: 01283 711864
Southern Office: 01483 278416
Scottish Office: 01259 742447
E-mail: wardle@avnet.couk

Installation.
Service.

Ay
. Design. Supply.

Established 42 years
ONGAR, ESSEX
01277 890274

PEARL

British Turf & Landscape
Irrigation Association

“Quality by Association”

Qur aim is to ensure you

have the best possible
irrigation system so we

l'l o y monitor, maintain

and raise the standards of
BTLIA members
For a full list of members
contact David Halford
Tel: 01995 640611 or
Fax: 01995 640842

M J ABBOTT LIMITED

Design, supply and installation of

Rav I BirD.

Irrigation Systems

Tel: 01722 716361

MJM Services

Groundwork & Irrigation Contractor

Supphiers and installers of irrigation systems
Muoleplough. trencher and digger hire
Drainage and ditch cleaning
7 dany call out service for repairs

| Tel: 01818909172
Lok Construction/Liners §
MERI

Lining membranes and ass

Planning
Supply
Installation

s, lakes. water feature:

Tel: 01594 529191 Fax: 01594 529413

GT Lad, Wiston Road, Nayland,
Colchester, Essex CO6 411
Tel: 01206 262676 Fax: 01206 26299%

L Root Zone

Pathway Materials

TRACEY TIMBER
RECYCLING LTD

PATHWAY/'SPECTATOR GALLERY WALKCHIP

DECORATIVE COLOURED MULCH FOR
FLOWER BEDS AND PLANTED AREAS
CONSTRUCTION SLEEPERS AVAILABLE

CALL FOR FREE SAMPLES OF CHIP

TEL: 01505 333515
FAx: 01505 333516

49 BURNBRAE ROAD,
LINWOOD, SCOTLAND PA3 3BD

577 /?ANEO

irrigation water, for impr

Nationwide instal
servive and advice. Ce
USF STRANCO

TN

1oning

ntact Brian Syke

Railway Sleepers

LANDSCAPING
GRADE SLEEPERS
SELECTED HARDWOOD

B ES QUALITY

PRICES
R . G e
COCKLESHELL PATH MEDIA

FINETURF PRODUCTS
Tel: 01375 361606

K& J BOWNES(SONS

Railway Slecpers

Delivery Nationwide

All genuine quotes beaten

Tel: 01909 731647
Fax: 01909 733005

RAILWAY

SLEEPERS

GRADE ONE SECONDHAND
® We will beat any genuine quote
@ No minimum order
@ Delivery any area

Aiso available

NEW UNTREATED OAK SLEEPERS

SLEEPER SUPPLIES
TEL: 01302 888676
FAX: 01302 880547
EMAIL: sales@sleepersupplies.force9.co.uk

Great sport is built on

BEed)

National suppliers of
sports surface materials:

+ Sand * Rootzor.es * Pathway Materials
+ Loksand + Drainage Aggregates

For further details telephone

01298 213740
ao

Tarmac
BANKS MIE\ITY PROD[(’I’S LTD

Tol (Olﬂbﬂ\ 464 ﬁ 4
Fax: (01858) 434734

Freephone Sam on

0800 7317450

Alan Hadley Limited

Fontao House. 102 Grazeloy Road. Three Mile Croes, Berks RG7 184

™ oo Mats
TUFTURE

ARTIFICIAL GRASS
TEE MATS, CARRYMATS
AND PUTTING
SURFACES FROM
CARPETITION LTD
14 Kaffir Road, Edgerton,
Huddersfield HD2 2AN

Tel: (01484

428777 Fax: (01484) 42325

requIrerT ts —

« Suppliers of The Dunlop Winter Tee
& Practice Mat

* Golf Course Furniture

Driving Range & Practice Ground

Equipment

Flooring & Pathways

Tel: 01704 571271

Fax: 01704 571272

Top Dressings

QUALITY - SERVICE -
SHEER VALUE FOR MONEY

Eaton Hall Quarry, Manchester Rd,
Congleton, Cheshire CW12 2LU

Tel: 01260 281801 Fax: 01260 278884



mailto:sales@sleepersupplies.force9.co.uk

B “* . BOUGHTON _

- BL oaim T

Telford Way, Kettering,
Northants

Tel: 01536 510515
for
Turf Dressing
Root Zone Mixes
Screened Top Soils
Bunker Sands
Horticultural Composts

“pre-germinated grass seed”
“Liquid Sod” Spray-on grass

Herbicides
Grass Seed
Fertilisers
Turf )
Management
Systems

angh Farm. Sevenhills Road
verhe:

¢ SLO OPA

Tel: 01895 834411

Trees
TREES TREES TREES

For everything to do with trees in the
golfing landscape, planning to planting,
felling and grant applications, Long
term maintenance programmes and
management plans for the Millennium.

Nationwide.
DOLLAR - DURHAM - RETFORD - CHESTER

EAMONN WALL & CO

WOODLAND DESIGN AND MANAGEMENT
TEL: 0191 384 2559 FAX: 01259 743073

Turf Growers
and Innovators of
Turfgrass Systems

The Chestnuts, Wilberfoss,
York, YO41 5NT
Tel: 01759 321000
Fax: 01759 380130

e-mail: info(@ inturf.co.uk

Q Lawns @

Growers of Quality Turf
* Uniquely cultivated on fine
dark soils
* Next day deliveries
* Quality assured company
ISO 9002

SOVEREIGN

TURF

TEL: 01603 746229

Fax: 01728 688949

Top quality seed mixtures now
available for all course applications.

“All year round quality turf™

FIR TREE FARM * BLAXMALL +

P12 20%

Turf Dressings
BOURNE

BANKS AMENITY PRODUCTS LTD

Manufacturer and distributor of FENDRESS Regular
and FENDRESS Greentop (Soll-Less) Top Dressings.
Falrway Dressing and Economy Mixes also avallable.

NATIONWIDE DELIVERIES + PLEASE PHONE FOR A QUOTATION

Tel: 01858 464346/433003
Fax: 01858 434734

Classified - Machinery For Sale

GRASS
MACHINERY

Large selection of new and second hand
Turf Maintenance Machinery in stock.
5

Free delivery in UK. Warranty g
interested in purchasing surplu:

Tel/Fax: 01829 720280

Mobile: 0378 063418

_FOR SALE

HUXLEY TEESTAR
44 HOURS
AS NEW

TEL: 01769 540523
(N Deven)

BAILEY'S OF NORFOLK
GOLF TURF DRESSINGS ~ SAND
SCREENED TOP SOIL - FEN SOIL

Deliveries Nationwide

BAILEY’S OF NORFOLK

Tel: 01603 754607

FLOTATION
TURF TYRES

* Wide Flat Treads *
* Custom Made Wheels *

* New and Used available *
ROSCO TYRE AND WHEEL LTD
Graveyard Lane, Ormskirk, Lancs
Tel: 01695 421100 Fax: 01695 424265

WORTH

VERTIDRAINING and
HOLLOW CORING HIRE
with the RYAN G.A. 30

Contact Peter Bloodworth

WORTH DRAINING

Cornbecks Farm, Irnham, Grantham
Lincolnshire. Tel/Fax: 01476 550266

Vertidraining Hire

S EWARD

TURF MAINTENANCE

Vertidraining 2.5 and 1.5 metre
Gravel Banding over seeding
Hollow Tining Fairway Grooming
and Top Dressing

Phone York: 01904 765949
Freephone: 0500 432120

Specialist Verti-Drain Contractor for the South

PETER MANNINGTON

For greens, tees, fairways and sportsgrounds
Expenencad operalor, competitive prices and raliable service
Tel/Fax Peter on 01580 861211
or Mobile 0850 612061

1 White Horse Cottages. Sitvertill. Hurst Grean
Etchingham, East Sussex TN19 70A

N

SiSIS DIRBOT

Various SISIS S/H aerators,scarifiers, top-dressers,
sweepers, seeders, etc. refurbished by the manufacturer.
Stock constantly changing - phone for details and prices.

Also extensive range of hire equipment including stone
removers, trenchers, aerators, seeders, top dressers, etc.

Phone 01625 503030

>

The classified deadline for inclusion in the

August magazine is: Friday, July 16, 1999

Job Shop

Former Head Greenkeeper, age 39
(currently out of Greenkeeping)

19 years experience as a Greenkeeper.
12 years as Head Greenkeeper.
Spraying Certificates. Chain Saw
Certificate. 1 weeks Turf Culture
Course (STRI Approved). Good
knowledge of modern machinery and
methods. Budgetary Experience
Awareness of Health & Safety. Reliable
and hard working to high standards.
Seeks Assistant, First Assistant or
Head Greenkeeper's position to get
back into greenkeeping. Within 20 to

22 year old Greenkeeper,
experince in USA, Germany and
U.K. Holds HND in Turf Science
and Golf Course Management,
PA1 2A 6A spraying certificates,
basic chain saw C30 C31 A+B
and BTCIA irrigation certificate.
Looking for challenging position
abroad or UK to further Turf
Management skills.

British Field Products Limited 7 3 25 mil d iC t

Corkway Drove, Hockwold, i miles radius or Loventry.

Thetford, Norfolk 1P26 4JR Ref available JS/95/99 JS/97/99 J5/99/80
Office: 01842 828266 Fax: 01842 827911

27 year old Head Greenkeeper
returned back to England after
working overseas. Looking for
Head Greenkeeper position in
Midlands region. Full City and
Guilds qualifications. NPTC
pesticides PAl + PA2A. Over 10
years experince on the course.
Experience in construction and
grow in. Supervisory and
training skills. 4'/. years
England, 1 year Austria, 5 years
USA.

= GROWERS

S
& AND SUPPLIERS

A OF QUALITY CULTIVATED
i : TEES, GREENS AND AMENITY
{76a/ TURF COUNTRYWIDE

TEL: 01427 890797
FAX: 01427 891785

Email: inffo@proturf.co.uk

TT ProTurf Ltd

NORTH CARR FARM, WEST STOCKWITH, NR
DONCASTER, SOUTH YORKSHIRE DN 10 48D

Enthusiastic and motivated, 50 year
old, working Head Greenkeeper with a
total of 35 years experience as a
groundsman/greenkeeper.
Particularly specialising 23 years in all
aspects of golf course maintenance on
both downland and parkland courses.
Seeks a new appointment as a Head
Greenkeeper or a Course Manager.
Qualifications: City & Guilds phases 3
&4, PA1, PA2A & PAGA, also attended
various BIGGA courses.
Locations; preferably Kent, London,
Surrey area.

JS/96/99

28 year old Greenkeeper with over
ten years experience. Fully
conversant with greenkeeping
methods, construction, machinery,
etc. | am experienced at
supervisory level. Qualifications
include - City and Guilds Phase
One and Two Greenkeeping, HNC
Golf Course Management, I0G
National Technical Certificate, and
Spraying PA1 and PA2. Looking for
a Deputy Head Greenkeeper or
First Assistant position in the UK.

JS/98/99

31 year old Deputy Head
Greenkeeper qualified to
diploma level (including
spraying certificates) with 15
years experience.

Seeks similar or higher
position.

Up to date with all modern
greenkeeping techniques and
Health and Safety. All locations
considered.

JS/100/99
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Recruitment

MID KENT GOLF CLUB LTD

Requires an

ASSISTANT HEAD
GREENKEEPER

The Secretary/Manager, Mid Kent Golf Club, Singlewell Road, Gravesend, Kent DA11 7RB

DUNFERMLINE GOLF CLUB

1887

Requires a

HEAD GREENKEEPER

T'he position requires a person who is self
|

> salary and a relocation packag

should be suitably qualified and experienced in all aspects of co

Applications in writing by 15 July, 1999 to

I'he Secretary, Dunfermline Golf Club, Pitfirrane, Crossford, Dunfermline, Fife KY12 8QW

To place an advertisement in the Recruitment Section,
call Cheryl or Diane now on 01347 833800

ational July 1999

CLECKHEATON & DisTrICT GOLF CLUB

GREENKEEPER

We require a hands-on experienced person capable of
supervising and working with a team of Greenkeepers
on a well established 18 hole golf course celebrating its

centenary next year.
Salary and conditions negotiable.

People with relevant experience and qualifications
should apply in writing to:

I'he Secretary, Cleckheaton & District Golf Club Ltd,
Bradford Road, Cleckheaton, West Yorkshire, BD19 6Bl

HENLEY GOLF CLUB

Applications are invited for the position of

TEMPORARY
COURSE
MANAGER

for a short-term assignment

The successful candidate for this working hands-on post will

be expected to lead a team of experienced staff by example.
Applicants should possess qualifications to NVQ Level 3
as a minimum, PA 1, PA 2 and PA 6 spraying certificates
and a thorough knowledge of course machinery and
irrigation systems.

Salary and conditions are negotiable.

Please apply in writing with a full C V to:

I'he Secretary/Manager, Henley Golf Club,
Harpsden, Henley-on-Thames, OXON, RGY 4HG




Recruitment

v L]
' Warwickshire
’ AL LEAMINGTON SPA & MORETON MORRELI

Greenkeeping & Sports Turf Management

SENIOR CURRICULUM LEADER OR
LECTURER

Warwickshire College is delightfully located in the
‘Heart of England’ with superb communications.

We are seeking a Lecturer in Greenkeeping and Sports
Turf Management or a Senior Curriculum Leader who
would also be responsible for course management
ncluding development and marketing.

Full details and application form are available from
our Personnel Section on 01926 318243.

Closing date: 20th July 1999.

Audio cassette versions of the job description and
person specification are available for applicants
with impaired vision.

Warwickshire College is an equal

opportunities employer. e, Y
i i e L
YA

INVESTOR IN PEOPLE

SOUTH HERTS GOLF CLUB

Invites applications for the position of

FIRST ASSISTANT
GREENKEEPER

South Herts, founded in 1899 is a championship parkland
course that hosts an Open Pre-Qualifying tournament and
other major events.

We are seeking a hard-working qualified Greenkeeper to
join our team. A minimum qualification of Level 2 plus a
full spraying certificate is required.

Accommodation not available.

Please apply in writing with CV to:

WARWICK NEW ROAD LEAMINGTON SPA WARWICKSHIRE CV32 5JE

P F Wise, Secretary, South Herts Golf Club,
Links Drive, Totteridge, London, N20 8QU.

BURNHAM & BERROW GOLF CLUB LTD

Applications are invited for the position of

HEAD
GREENKEEPER

Burnham and Berrow is a private members’ golf club.

Besides the Championship Links Course there is a nine-hole course.
I'he successful applicant will:

@ Report to the Club Secretary
@ Be responsible for the highest standards on the golf courses
@ Be experienced in all aspects of modern golf course management
® Have a sound knowledge of Health & Safety obligations and the
ability to implement them
® Have the ability to train, motivate, appraise and manage staff

A company pension scheme is operated
An attractive package will be offered to the successful candidate

Please apply in writing with a full C.V. to

The Secretary, Burnham & Berrow Golf Club Ltd.,
St. Christopher’s Way. Burnham-on-Sea, Somerset, TAS 2Pk

SAFFRON WALDON GOLF CLUB
Undulating Parkland Course

Has a vacancy for a

GREENKEEPER

At least five years experience.

NVQ Levels 1 and 2.
Spraying Certificates PA1,2, and 6, an advantage.

Salary negotiable depending upon experience.

Applicants should apply with full CV to:

The General Manager, Saffron Walden Golf Club,
Windmill Hill, Saffron Walden, CB10 1BX.

(Tel: 01799 522786)
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\California in 1960 found

ge golfer walks 52 paces
wﬁ?le ap[')‘maching the
into the hole and then
next tee. A modern
ically has 11 spikes and
s easy to calculate the
f spike holes that golfers will
er a given time period.
periods of the year, 1000

oul olf per week would not be
’ on on many UK golf cours-
ws would leave a legacy of over
f a million spike holes on a single

green, with an inevitable concentra-
tion of wear at the front of the green
and around the pin positions. It is
not surprising therefore that there is
considerable interest in how different
shoe types may affect the amount of
wear and the quality of the putting
surface.

Manufacturers, especially in the
United States, are now marketing a
vast array of footwear featuring alter-
natives to traditional metal spikes.
These have sometimes been referred
to as soft spikes but in the same way
as Hoover (a manufacturer) and vac-
uum cleaner (a product) are
sometimes wrongly interchanged, 1
will use the term “alternative spikes”
to avoid confusion with the product
of a single manufacturer,

In this article I intend to consider
American research on footwear
design and turfgrass wear, to address
various issues such as traction for the
player and to consider how this work
may be made more relevant to con-
ditions in the United Kingdom.

gn and turf wear

es, dating from 1958 and
ed out at Texas A&M
e Te by Marvin

§$ putting green tu
with damage to the
ded. Conventional

on, so a cup was
of each experi-
players spent ten
lay for a five week peri-
e ball into the cup.

Metal spikes caused the worst turf
damage and there was additional evi-
dence that the rounded shoulder to
the spikes was accentuating damage.

More research was carried out at
the University of California in the
early 1980s on Penncross creeping
bentgrass greens. In this study, con-
ventional metal-spiked golf shoes
were compared with two shoes with
multi-studded soles and a spikeless
shoe with small suction-type cleats.
For each shoe type, plots were 4 ft.
(1.2 m) wide and 10 ft. (3 m) long
and were divided into a walking area
and a putting area. The area sub-
jected to the conventional
metal-spiked golf shoe had poorer
colour, decreased density and a
scruffy, ragged appearance. Tests by
two golfers also suggested that when
metal spikes were used the turf had
the poorest putting characteristics.
Damage from the metal spikes was
still visible four weeks after the exper-
iment was discontinued.

In a study carried out at Ohio State
University, again on creeping bent-
grass turf, the effects of metal spikes,
soft spikes and an unworn control
were compared. On three of the four
assessment dates, ball roll distances
were greater where soft spikes were
used. The authors also observed that
turf damage was less when soft spikes
were used and there was greater true-
ness of ball roll.

More recent work from Penn State
University was published in 1998.
This stuc{),' included an all-sand and
a slightly modified (74% sand) root-
zone and once more featured
creeping bentgrass. The three
footwear types were conventional 8
mm metal spikes, soft Eiastic spikes
(Soft Spikess’ and a spikeless design.
The work indicated that “the metal
spikes usually caused more wear than
the other two tread types. The effect
that tread types have on ball roll dis-
tance and wear appear to be directly
related to the amount of sand in the
rootzone and traffic intensity.”

The basic findings of these studies
seem to be supported by observations
from STRI agronomists who have
recently visited the USA as part of an
exchange scheme with USGA Green
Section staff. Many golf cox;‘rses \t:n;th
a spikeless policy aj to have ben-
eﬁred mns?glelfaybly piflartenns of the

quality of their greens. It has to be
recognised, however, that the bene-
fits are likely to be greatest on courses
receiving heavy use, or with greens
with a restricted number of hole loca-
tions, or where the green is under
environmental stress, for example
because of the effects of shade.

Most of the research that has been
carried out in the USA has been on
creeping bentgrass. Most greens in
the UK on the other hand tend to be
a combination of browntop bent,
Highland bent and annual meadow-
grass, with fescue remaining on some
greens. This may be important as
creeping bent, because of its above-
ground, lateral stolons, may be more
susceptible to the plucking effect of
metal studs. Research is therefore
needed on the effects of shoe design
on grass types more widely found on
UK golf courses.

Other benefits of spikeless
policies

From the greenkeeper’s point of
view, any factor that reduces turf
damage is an advantage. This may be
reflected in a reduction in the costs
of maintenance for example because
of reductions in the frequency of top
dressing, aeration, weed control and
cup changin% Furthermore, turf that
is weakened by heavy use is more sus-
ceptible to disease. As a consequence,
fungicides may be needed less often
if turfgrass wear can be reduced.

Furthermore, it is not only the

ens that may benefit from changes

in footwear design - metal spikes cer-
tainly contribute to other forms of
damage around the course, for exam-
ple to wooden steps, bridges, artificial
tee mats, golf carts and flooring mate-
rials in the clubhouse.

Traction

The main reason that players start-
ed using spiked footwear in the first
place was they wanted to improve
their amount of grip. This is relevant
to both stable footing during the golf
swing and when walﬁing around the
course, especially on slopes and
banks. Although there is considerable
evidence that alternative spikes may
reduce the amount of wear, the issue
of traction is equally important. This
may be especially true in a country
such as the United Kingdom where

)phen Baker, Head of Soils and Sports Surface Science at the STRI,
y examines golf shoe design and wear on the golf course...

golf continues through the winter
months at a time when rainfall great-
ly exceeds evaporation. Also, in our
cool climate there are long periods
with little active growth.
Consequently, heavy use leaves slip-
pery areas of mud, which may also
accumulate on the soles reducing the
effectiveness of some shoe types.

Future research

Research is needed on alternative
spikes that is relevant to the main

ass types used for golf in the United

ingdom and to consider the safety
issues concerned with their use, par-
ticularly through the winter months
when wet ground conditions make
traction a major issue. There is also
a need to look at how any progres-
sive shortening of the spikes, as they
become more worn, might affect trac-
tion properties.

Accordingly, the STRI has been
working with SATRA, the research
organisation concerned with footwear
technology, to develop a research pro-
ﬁmmmc on alternative spikes. This

as the main objectives of;

@ Understanding the mechanisms
by which different golf shoe sole
designs cause turfgrass damage, par-
ticularly on gref:mﬁ;ut also elsewhere
on courses and in the clubhouse.

@ Determining the player's traction
requirements of golf shoes and to
define specific traction performance
criteria both on and off the course.

@ Quantifying the effects of key
sole or spike design factors on per-
formance, including number, length
and sharpness of spike or cleat pro-
tuberances.

@ Devising a design or specification
for golf shoe soles incorporating spikes
or other traction devices to maximise
player performance and safety while
minimising course damage.

The performance of alternative
spikes is of major importance to golf
greenkeepers and BIGGA have
already indicated that they may be
willing to contribute to the costs of
the research.

Other organisations have also been
approached and we are hoping that
a detailed programme of work will be
starting later in the year.
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Feature listing
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July *97; Royal Troon GC; Speed of

Putting Surfaces; Mowers

August '97; Maintenance Facilities;

Heather Ma t; Bunker Rakes;

glorkshops; Architecture; Kedleston Park
C

September '97; Accident Reporting:
Greens Mowers; Valderrama GC; Links
Courses

October '97; Environment:
Recruitment; Abbeydale GC;
Rough Mowers; Soil Analysis

November '97; Environment
Competition; Bank Cutting:
Risk Assessment; Pumps

December '97; Seed Development;
Longhirst Hall GC; Toro Awards; Fertiliser
Spreaders; Communication

January '98; FEGGA Conference;
Buying Power Equipment; Elmwood GC:
Mobile Phones; Traffic Management;
Spraying; Environment

'98; BTME Review;
Overseeding; Royal Mid Surrey GC;
Drainage; Thatch

March '98; Trees, Golf Course
Accessories, News from GCSAA,
Leamington & County GC, Trevor
Smith's BTME Talk

April '98; Gleneagles Hotel, Compact
Tractors, Environment, Protective
clothing, Rain bird, Internet

May '98; Greens Mowers, Suspended
Water Table Greens, Seeds, Letham
Grange Resort, Charterhouse profile,
Security and BIGGA's Fund Raising
Campaign

June '98; Interview with Nick Park,
Earthworm special, ATVs, Royal
Porthcawl, Grinding

July '98; Aeration, Royal Birkdale
preview, The importance of research,
Architecture

August '98; Mill Ride, Fescue,
Blowers, Textron, Open Review,
Nematodes, Training

September '98; Nine holers —
Tolladine and Fingle Glen, Turf, Steve
Clement profile, Drainage, World
Scientific Congress report

October '98; Saltex Review, BIGGA
Retrospective, Stirling GC, Toro
Awards Preview, Tree grants

November '98; Royal Opening,
Ramside Hall GC, Gang Mowers,
Hayter International report,
Irrigation Systems

December '98; Toro Awards,
Environment Awards, The Appliance of
Science, Engines, Architects, BTME
Preview

'99; Pesticide Usage, Life in
Colorado, Lyshott Heath GC, Worm
Research, Stylo Matchmaker profile,
Temporary Greens

February '99; Westerham GC;
R&A questionaire results; Finland;
grass cutting; BTME99 Review;
Bernhard and Co

March '99; Loch Lomond, Worm
update, GrassRoots, Softspikes,
Maintenance facilities, Environment
review, Architecture

April '99; Carden Park,
Telecommunications, Water
Management, Rolawn, Seeds

May '99; Security, Bude and North
Cornwall GC, Spraying Regulations,
Jim Arthur, The Acid Theory,
Amenity Technology profile

June '99; Thorpeness GC,
Millennium Bug Busting, Irrigation,
Scotts profile. Company adaptability
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This month I would like to change
track and talk about what I believe is
one of the worst problems facing many
uunl\upm\ today, that is, course
comparisons by golfers who have lit-
tle understanding of turf maintenance.
I have lost count of the times some-
one has commented about this course
“is better than that” - condition wise
that is - or “these greens are faster than
those”. These comments are fine when
discussed by greenkeepers who under-
stand the reasons and conditions, but
when it is the golfer, it usually has a
totally different meaning. If only we
could teach the golfers to have a bet-
ter understanding of the factors that
affect course conditions, I am sure they
would realise that the grass is not
always greener on the other side.

One of the most common compar-
isons made is to the professional
tournament courses seen on televi-
sion. There has been much talk about
the Augusta syndrome and 1 don't
wish to go over old ground, but tele-
vision paints an unrealistic picture to
the real world. Many factors come into
play; such as staffing levels, equipment,
finance, but most of all the soil struc-
ture and the grasses which we have to
work with.

Most golfers play other
courses apart from their
home course. When he
does he tends to see only
the big picture around him,
the scenery and the lay-out
of individual holes. Back on his own
course his head drops, he has already
seen the sights and now he only sees
the flaws such as an occasional weed
or a small disfigurement on a green so
he becomes more critical. He does not
understand the circumstances. Every
golf course is unique and it is difficult,
if not impossible, to make like for like
comparisons. The amount of play and
the age of the course should always be
considered before making compar-
isons about conditions. We, the
greenkeepers know, but does the aver-
age golfer?

Golfers will continue to compare one
course against another, but it needs to
be stressed that each course is differ-
entin so many ways. The vast majority
of Course Managers/Greenkeepers
consider the condition of their course
a very personal issue and when unfair
comparisons are made, it hurts.

T'he golfer is far from unique. Like
most of us, he or she rarelv blames
themselves for playing badly. If they
hit a shot out-of-bounds it’s because
their partner, or something moved. If
a putt is missed, someone spoke or the
ball jumped on some invisible object.
When the ball drops short of the tar-
get, the wind suddenly got up. We

If only we could teach the golfers to have a better
understanding of the factors that affect course
conditions, | am sure they would realise that the

grass is not always greener on the other side.

have all said and heard similar com-
ments, but by the very nature of ou
jobs the greenkeepers will always be ir
the firing line.

It may take a long time but I believe
the only way to get more under
standing is through education
Educating golfers at club level is
must. I am not sure how this can bx
achieved, but if everyone who played
knew a little more about the cost anc
expertise required to care for their ow
course, then compare the resource
available, they may begin to be mor
tolerant.

{rast

Gordon Child
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Your comprehensive guide to the products
and services relating to the fine turf industry

Don't miss out on your chance to be included in one of the
most comprehensive Golf Directories available to the Fine
Turf Industry. Simply complete and return this pre-paid reply
card, and we will contact you directly to discuss your entry
requirements in the 1999,/2000 BIGGA Golf Directory!

Be listed under 3 category
headings for as little as £100!
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More than just a magazine - let Greenkeeper International help you find
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number in the panel below, send the card back to us, and we'll pass on
your enquiry and more details will be rushed straight to you.

It's as easy as that and what's more, it won't even cost you a penny!

—
poress
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Because we deal with the issues which affect you, you can't afford to

miss a single copy of the award-winning Greenkeeper International
magazine. Subscription rates are; £36 for 12 issues (Europe £46). All ¥
you have to do is tick this box [llthen complete your details above,

and post this card back to us. We'll then add your name to our #
ever-increasing list of satisfied readers. 4
An invoice will be sent in due course e

British and International Golf Greenkeepers Association

REQUEST CARD
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greenkeeping, or involved in any way with the fine turf industry,
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and landscaper. You want
look green but not the pol
reservoir!

Otterbine fountain-like sp
more than jus

they are

aerators:

.Watﬂ;sprays add valuable oxygen to assist
—_ the bio-degrading process of organic

waste and algae. As the droplets

strike the water, oxygen is
released cooling the surface
temperature and stimulating
water circulation at all levels.

The result - clearer, cleaner, odour
free water and a visual spray effect
that enhances the surroundings.

The Hydroscape Group Limited, Water House, 10 Carvers Industrial Estate,
Southampton Road, Ringwood, Hampshire BH24 1JS.

Tel: 01425 476261

Fax: 01425 472380



