The question of what we can learn from the past may well be answered at next years Learning Experience,
which will be sponsored by Textron Turf Care and Specialty Products. We can all learn from our peers, from
retired members of our association and from learned authors. An article, reproduced here, links the present
day with the past by including comment on such things as cutting regimes, irrigation and greenkeepers
salaries. The remarkable thing is that the article was written as the winning entry for the Greenkeepers
Association Essay Competition of 1913 (86 years ago).
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Economy in golf course
management

1st Prize and Certificate;
W. Kirkpatrick, Greenkeeper, Rye
Golf Club, Rye, Sussex

The word Economy, when applied
to golf, opens up a somewhat large
field for discussion, as well as being
an incentive to thoughts: Discussion
as to what constitutes real economy,
and thought, as to what means to
adopt to secure it.

Economy is of two kinds, the true
and the false, the real and the appar-
ent, and it is only by careful thought
and keen observation that the one
can be distinguished from the other.

I'he idea of economy with some
people seems to be to obtain the best
results from the worst material, and
to use the smallest quantity at the
least possible expenditure. Be it
labour or any other necessity of the
course, this is false economy, and if
followed up, can only lead to one
result, that is, inefficiency and disap-
pointment.

Then there are others whose ideas
of economy lead to the other extreme;
to buy the most expensive materials
through the most expensive channels,
and to use them without paying due
regard as to their cost, or being real-
ly necessary on the false supposition
that being costly, they must neces-
sarily do good. This is not economy,
this is sheer waste. b

stuft

True economy is the medium
between the two extremes and con-
sists in getting the full value for any
given expenditure incurred, be it
much or little and on many golf
courses, particularly the larger ones,
this precisely is what is not done.

A large sum, in some cases thou-
sands of pounds, is annually spent on
the upkeep of the course, and, so long
as everything is kept in good playing
order, and no complaints from the
members, no one troubles about
economy, for the simply reason, there
is an ample income, and therefore no
pressing need for it.

The shareholders of the average golf
club company do not expect the same
return from their shares as they would
from a like amount invested in any
industrial concern, and are satisfied
to take their dividend largely in the
form of enjoyment which they derive
from playing on a well-kept course,
and usually expect, and as usually
receive, but little monetary return
from their capital so invested.

With regard to how far it is possi-
ble to run a golf course on economic
lines, which must necessarily depend
upon whether the course has origi-
nally been properly laid out and the
work of construction thoroughly
done with good material and good
work.

Often we find this has not been
done, especially on some of the old-
er courses, and to bring the course up
to modern form and adapt it to up-

to-date ideas, it becomes often nec-
essary to spend a large sum of money
each year to renew this, and alter that
(as the case may be), so that to run
the place on economic lines, plus effi-
ciency, becomes impossible.

Whilst I think most greenkeepers
will agree that the largest waste of
money on golf courses lies with the
management, and quite out of the
power of the greenkeeper, either to
question or prevent, vet | think they
will also agree that there are many
ways a greenkeeper can save the mon-
ey of his club, without in any way
laying himself open to the charge of
parsimony. and so I proposed to look
at each item separately, in which
economy can be viewed from the
greenkeepers’ standpoint.

One of the principle things on
which waste is likely to occur is in the
use (or rather the abuse) of artificial
manures. There is no doubt much
money is wasted under this item
every year, or at any rate, its full val-
ue is not always obtained.

The economic management of a
golf course stands out quite by itself
in comparison to other undertakings
of a similar nature, especially
respect to the use of manures. The
farmer might well be excused for
thinking the policy of the golf club
more or less a policy of extravagance,
in view of the fact that an average
golf course of say, 100 acres, situated
on poor sundy soil ( as many are),
there would probably be used during
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the year as much manure as he him-
self would use on a 500 acre farm.

The loss on artificial manures often
happens through buying cheap infe-
rior samples from small local dealers,
composed of second-rate materials
and crudely mixed by persons with
no expert knowledge. A crude, ill-bal-
anced mixture is not cheap, however
little money is paid for it. Guano,
Superphosphate, Sulphates, or any
other chemical manures under stan-
dard strength are not economical,
however cheaply they may be bought.
Always obtain the supply of such
important articles from a source to be
depended on for purity, and even
should the price be a little higher, they
will be found to be the most eco-
nomical in the end. Again, never buy
any untried manure in bulk, howev-
er well recommended, before first
ascertaining by using a small trial lot
whether it%)ids fair to be a suitable
manure on your particular soil. The
manure has yet to be made that will
give equally good results on all soils.

Another cause of loss is in prepar-
ing composts for the greens. The aim
should be to get this as fine as possi-
ble before applying it, the finer it is,
the better. It saves the material, saves
much in labour when the work of
applying it is carried out and provides
useful work for the staff during bad
weather when they might otherwise
be less well employed. When the
compost is ready to be carted to the
green, it is a good plan to provide a
sheet on which to tip it, if tipped on
the grass some of it will certainly be
lost. Serious loss is sometimes caused
through using chemical manures at
the wrong time and not frequently,
when not really required at all.
Economy in the use of manures
should be the medium between star-
vation on the one side and repletion
on the other.

Again, the fullest advantage is not
always taken of the natural resources
of the place in the way of providing
composts for the greens and course,
which, if properly prepared are of
equal value with chemical manures.
On many courses during the year a
considerable amount of rubbish is
collected and thrown away whereas,
if the same was put on a heap and
rotted down, a useful dressing would
be provided for the fairways or (if
burnt or charred), for the greens. |
should not use the rotted rubbish on
the greens on account of week seed
usually contained therein, but the
burnt portion, finely sifted, makes an
excellent dressing for the greens, costs
but little and saves the manure bill.

The manure heaps should be made
up on a hard bottom, so that rain
cannot wash the strength out of it
into the ground and covered with a
layer of soil on the top. No doubt, all
manures are best kept under cover
but there are but few courses where
shed room will allow of this beinﬁ
done, Artificial manures must, in a
cases, be kept dry and no mixtures
prepared until required as the action
of one chemical on another often
results in serious loss in the essential
elements they contain if mixed
together several days before being
used.

All drainage from clubhouse, sta-
bles and other sources should be run
into a tank with pump attached. This,
when diluted, makes a good stimu-
lant for grass and costs nothing
beyond the cost of labour to apply it.

Watering greens is another item
where there is considerable waste,
both in labour and water. This is not
so much in evidence when the sup-
ply is from the water company's
main. But even then, there is often
waste of labour in using it on the
greens. On some courses it is the prac-
tice of from eight to 10 men to put
in three hours watering each evening
during the watering time, usually
being paid 6d. per hour overtime.
Three men, working all night, would
water the same number of greens
under better conditions for the

ens, and at a cost of but little over
the ordinary day’s pay for the reason
that when it is necessary to water, the
mowing will be slack and the three
men’s work during the day could eas-
ily be dispensed with, the watering
being done with better effect at night.
I have known several cases where the
staff have, during dry weather, been
engaged all the day on work of doubt-
ful value to the club, then in the
evening, paid 1/6d each evening for
watering, thus cutting the stick at
both ends. If a man has done, say, 10
hours conscientious work during the
day and perhalps some little distance
towalk home, he does not want much
overtime in addition, if he is to keep
himself fit for a fair day’s work the
following day. '

Waste of water often is caused
through using bad sprinklers. There
are many weird devices on the mar-
ket under the name of lawn
sprinklers. Many of them might be
useful for some purpose, but are cer-
tainly no use to water a green with,
A sprinkler, to be effective, should
give a very fine spray, and even then,
if there is the least wind, one side will
be soaked and the other side dry. The

system of one man watering three
ns at once with sprinklers always
Fer:ls to waste of water. It is very dif-
ficult to regulate the best of sprinklers
to give sufficient water in one place
without giving too much in another,
and the man walking from green to
green will find he cannot water the
three greens together so well, or so
economically as he could by waterin
each one separately with a fine rosec
spray under his direct control.
\k’mering in this way he can regulate
the supply according to the require-
ments of the green and can put it
where he wants it to go. Where the
water has to be pum 5 up from local
wells or artesian bores, the most
expensive wag is hand pumping. The
average hand-pump would lift say,
200 to 250 galﬁms per hour and take
two men to work it at a cost of 1/-
per 250 gallons. The most economi-
cal way is by using a portable oil
engine; an engine of 1.1/2 to 2 horse
power would lift 500 gallons per hour
or 5000 gallons in a working day of
10 hours, at a cost of 5/, including
the attendant to look after it and the
oil to drive it. Once started they
require little attention and, as the
we‘ls are generally situated near the
greens, the man could weed or do oth-
er light work on the green and still
keep his eye on the engine if within
sight of the exhaust or within hear-
ing of the stroke, he would soon know
if anything went wrong and would be
there to correct it, If all the greens are
watered from one well the cheapest
way is to erect a windmill, but in the
case, unless there was 18 to 20 thou-
sand gallon storage, an engine would
be necessary to ensure a supply.
Hose Eipes used in watering the
ens should be kept in the shade
during hot weather and, in buying
hose pipe, the best is the cheapest in
the end. The low priced kinds made
of inferior material need constant
repairs and renewals. Most of us had
a good illustration of this during the
rubber boom, that is, those green-
keepers who were unlucky enough to
have to purchase them at that time.
In using water from a main, too
great pressure should not be used, it
strains the hose and is harmful to the
ﬁz‘ass. Generally speaking, it should
impressed on the staff employed
that hose pipes cost money and
require careful handling, especially in
moving them from one green to
another. When stored after the sea-
son’s work, hose should be properly
cmrticd and laid out straight, not
coiled up. I once found , on takin
charge of a watering plant, most 0%




{ ose coiled up very neatly, but
| Il of water, which had it not
| letected, would have remained
ollowing summer. Small won-
d inder such circumstances, the
soon got worn out and a heavy

i renewals was the result

Seeding greens

I 1t economical to be sparing
of seed in sowing a new green. A lib-
eral sowing will produce a good tur
fit for play in much less time than a
light one, and with a new green, time
is mongy. Consequent re-sowings,

which are usually required after a
light crop, cost more than liberal sow-
ing in the first place and I will not go
into the question of sowing v. turfing
Each side has its advocates. Local cir-
cumstances alone can decide which
is best, but seeding is certainly cheap-
est. The important thing is to get a
suitable mixture of seed of good ger-
minative quality. Cheap seed
containing as it usually does a large
percentage of useless grasses, is an
abomination on a golf green. Many

of use know, from

NtLer expernence,
the trouble and expense it is to erad-
icate course grasses from a green. To
get rid of the worst weeds is nothing
to it, so every care should be taken
o procure seeds of the best [\4)\\I|||\‘
quality, irrespective of cost
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spring-sown seeds. In districts
where birds are very troublesome,
autumn sowing should only be done
as the birds seem to do less damage

in the autumn when food is more
plentiful

Where a whole green is sown, or
my considerable area, it might pay
o cover with an old fish net. It can
e bought very cheaply. The cost of
ew bushels of seed at 35/- per
shel, would buy a lot of net, not
mention the cost of sowing and
s of time

Where rats or mice are trouble-

vanised iron corn bin is a

od store place for any stock of seed
hand, It is very important to keep
seed perfectly dry or its power
rermination is quickly lost. The
will answer the two purposes

Machines and mowing
['he last few vears have brought a
t change from the old heavy cum-
wous machines which were used on
f courses, to the light, clean cut-
machines of modern

ufacture, In studyving economy in

ng, it is necessary to get the best
irk done with the least labour and

it the same time to use a machine of

good wearing qualities, which will not
be unduly costly in repairs

[he old-fashioned way of two men
to a 16 in machine on a golf green
has now given place to the light one-
man machine of the present day, with
a 12 or 14 in cut which does the work
better, does not tire the men too
much and costs less in repairs. A word
may be said about the care of
machines where each man has his
machine allotted to him he usually
takes sufficient interest in it to keep
it clean and in good running order. It
is to his own advantage to do so, but
any slackness in this detail should at
once be attended to by the green-
keeper, as he may be sure any
machine put away ill cleaned or not
cleaned at all will soon cost money
on repairs. Wet days should see all
machines thoroughly overhauled,
and any necessary repairs noticed in
addition to cleaning every time after
use .

I cannot help thinking that there is
a lot of quite unnecessary cutting
through the green done on some
courses. From a scenic point of view,
no doubt, such broad, long lengths of
close mown gTass looks very beauti-
ful but in the economic sense I fail
to see they are necessary, neither in
many cases do they make a better test
of golf. I have noticed on several
courses the fairways were cut right up
to the tees on all except the short
holes. It seems to me a waste of time
and money to cut the grass with the
machine which should be carried, say,
80 to 100 vds from the tee, and again
the carry at the second on many of
the 2-shot holes. The grass, in this
case, might well be left rough mown
as a hazard in place of the eternal pot
bunker

[he topping once or twice during
the season with the scythe would not
be nearly so expensive as the constant
mowing with the machine. On many
courses the fairways are much broad-
er than is necessary for first-class golf
and treated in the same way on either
side, as the case might be, would in
no way detract from the character of
the hole, and be a great saving on the
mowing account. Where the fairways
are not too hilly, 1 should say the
motor mower would be the most eco-
nomical. A good pattern 36-in. motor
would do as much work in a day as
two horse machines, at less than half
the cost The newer patterns by
British makers are quite reliable
machines, and (with a little tuition),
any intelligent man can soon learn to
use one

Where two or three horses have to

I'L'S
Irrigation
systems

@ irrigation system installation & service
@ extensions & up-grades
@ equipment sales

@ experience
@ an independent view

@ your chance to become a customer
and not just a computer entry

I-L-S lirigation Systems & Equipment

Oundle Road, Lutton, Peterborough PES 5ND.
Tel: 01832 272450 Fax: 01832 272191

Choose
the most

For standalone
or PC operated

Two Wire Irrigation
Controllers

Unit G15, Rudford Ind Est, Arundel, Sussex, BN18 OBD
Tel: 01903 724343
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be kept for mowing, rolling and cart-
ing, L«\ have to be fed all through
llu winter, whether there is really
yrofitable work for them to do or not.
in the case of the motor mower, it
can be put away at the end of the
season and costs no more till the fol-
lowing spring. In smaller clubs, where
only one horse is kept, it would be
less e \pumu to use the horse
machines as it would be necessary for
any club to keep one horse all the
year round for carting and general
work, so the motor would be but lit-
tle saving.

A light form of reaping machine is
a great saving on courses where much
rough mowing is to be done, doing
the work more quickly and better
than the scythe. Narrower fairways
with the sides cut once or twice dur-
ing the season to prevent lost balls,
would save in a great measure the
heavy expense of short grass mowing,
without putting too much strain on
the temper of the golfer.

Another matter of no little impor-
tance, is the weeding of the greens.
Hand weeding with the three-
pronged fork is the most effect way
of dealing with the deep-rooted
weeds and where the weeds are in big
patches, the best way is to cut the
patch clean out and replace by good
turf, a plot of which should always be
kept for that purpose.

I noticed last year a good illustra-
tion of how want of thought causes
loss of money. On a course | visited
there were Izll'g\‘ }Ml((hc\ of daisies on
some of the greens which had recent-
ly been treated with weed killer. They
seemed pretty well shrivelled up,
which the greenkeeper considered
satisfactory, considering it would be
necessary to remove the dead patch-

es and repair with new turf. | failed
to see any advantage gained, in view
of the fact that it would mean as
much work to remove the dead patch-
es, as the living daisies, so the expense
of the destroyer and the labour of
applying it were wasted. Turf weed-
ing is usually done by boys pz id about
3d per hour, sometimes providing
useful work for the caddies when not
engaged.

It is false economy to let a green get
weedy:. It is impossible to produce a
true putting surface on a weedy green
and once a green gets into that con-
dition it is an expensive job to get it
right again.

Of late years there has been some
controversy on the subject of sheep
feeding on golf courses. In my opin-
ion sheep are a perfect nuisance on a
golf course, and (unless some one
owns the grazing rights), should nev-
er be tolerated. What little good the
sheep do by keeping down the grass
is more than discounted by the dam-
age they do in trading down the
bunker banks, scalding the greens
and generally fouling the course, the
manurial value is practically nil,
unless fed on hard food. The few
pounds received by the club for the
grazing is paid out twice over in mak-
ing good the damage done by them,
in addition to giving the course the
appearance of a farmyard.

[ have purposely avoided quoting
figures in respect to both labour and
materials. Most of us know how use-
less and misleading such figures
generally area. With the price of
much material varying from time to
time and the cost of labour differing
in different localities, it is next to
impossible to give any useful figures
unless well acquainted with the local-

ity. Railway rates, distance from sta-
tion, character of soil and general
local knowledge.

My last subject is a rather delicate
one, That is the wage question
Whilst on many clubs a fair wage is
paid to the gful\l\ktpll’ and his staff,
on others it is not so. The time has
passed when any man who could use
a scythe and push a lawn mower was
considered competent to manage a
golf course and many clubs have still
a painful recollection of what such
men have cost them, men who,
doubtless did their best with the lim-
ited knowledge they had. That all of
us have still much to learn before we
are perfect greenkeepers | think most
of us will agree, but the false econo-
my of paying low wages for work
requiring considerable skills seems
hardly to give the encouragement
which might be c\putul from the
point of view of the importance of
the work.

Without laying down any hard and
fast rules as regards wages, it scems
to me that if a man is expected to do
his best, he should certainly receive
fair remuneration for his work and it
certainly pays the club best, for a man
who works cheap seldom works well.
What the amount of wages should be
largely depends on the man and the
cost of living in the district where the
course is situated. What might be a
comfortable wage in one place, might
be bordering on starvation in anoth-
er. The best and most economical way
in regard to labour, is to pay a good
wage and insist on good work. Pay a
man good wages and see that he earns
them. If the club receive the value for
their money and the workmen make
acomfortable living, it is to the mutu-
al advantage of both.

Here's the chance to have your
essay published - and win £500!

You now have a chance to present
your views, enhance the reputation
of today's greenkeepers and show
what you have learned from your
experience by entering the 1999
BIGGA Essay Competition.

The Competition will be judged in 3
categories: Head
Greenkeepers/Golf Course
Managers and deputies; Assistant
Greenkeepers and Students aged 25
and over and Assistant
Greenkeepers and Students aged
under 25,

Entrants have to write an essay of
between 1500 and 2000 words long
ie. five to seven typewritten pages
on the subject of Greenkeeping and
Golf Course Management
Techniques for the 21st Century,
Essays should not confine
themselves to ‘crystal ball gazing'
but should include lessons to be
learned from the 20th Century.

All entries should be sent to BIGGA
House by 29 October, 1999. Essays
will be judged on content, accuracy
and presentation.

The winners will be announced in
the January 2000 edition of
Greenkeeper International.
Winners of each category will
receive £500 with two runners up in
each category receiving £100.

A brochure containing all of the
winning essays will be published in
January 2000, together with a
number of the essays from 1912 to
1915,

Get thinking and get sharpening
your pencils ready to submit your
entry in the Autumn.
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Watermation 2000 will fit ANY brand
of sprinkler to AINY green on ANY golf
course ABSOLUTELY FREE!

All Major Brands Fitted Including:

~ TORO * RAINBIRD * HUNTER * NELSON

Our own range of G.R. and G.N. SPRINKLERS are
also available along with the TW2. controller.

ALSO - Watch out for our ALL-NEW P.C. SYSTEM coming soon at the
~ special introductory price of just £2,999.00 - fully inclusive and installed.
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atermation

Ltd

IRRIGATION SYSTEMS

A DIVISION OF
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GROUP PLC

HOUSE, WEST HADDON, NORTHAMPTON NN6 7AU.
NE: 01788 510529 FACSIMILE: 01788 510728
watern 'aﬁonzow@haogroup demon.co.uk
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Scottish Region
Peter Boyd

Tel/Fax 0141 616 3440

Ayrshire

The section Spring outing was held
at Ballochmyle Golf Club on Thursday
6 May where a good turn out of over
40 attended. The day saw a change
from the recent spell of good dry
weather with some overnight and ear-
ly morning rain. It didn’t dampen the
spirits and the team of A. Clarke, D,
Armstrong, both Louden; B. Inglis,
Greentech, and ]. Paterson, Port
Bannantyne, came out victorious in
the morning Texas Scramble. The
weather brightened up for the after-
noon and the following prize winners
came out on top.

Scratch - Keith McCartney, Dumfries
& Galloway, 71; 1st Class. 1. William
McMeikan, Tumberry, 75-6-69; 2.
Andrew Clarke, Louden, 78-8-70; 3.
Duncan Gray, The Pines, 80-9-71; 2nd
Class. 1. Steven Brown, The Pines, 88-
20-68: 2. Marshall Sloss, Beith,
96-24-72, 3. Roland Blackburn,
Southerness, 93-17-71. Trade. Brian
Inglis, 73-2-71.

Qualifiers for the
National Tournament
at Carden Park are

THI CHARTIRMON S ACOTTS

ATK)N,':A Keith McCartney and
‘C_D__.:WWS!!P William McMeikan.

= Chairman, Duncan
Gray, conducted the
prc\'cnl;niun of prizes
and thanked the Captain and the
Committee of Ballochmyle Golf Club
for the courtesy of their course and
facilities. He commended Head
Greenkeeper, Ross Wills, and his staff
for the presentation of the golf course
and thanked Mr and Mrs Wilcox for
a splendid service of food and refresh-
ments throughout the day. Duncan
finished with a special thanks to our
secretary, Derek Wilson, for all his
efforts in organising the day and hoped
to see everyone again at the Pines Golf
Centre on the 30 September for our
Autumn outing.

That’s all the news for this month.
Any snippets, give me a call on 01505
683278.

lain Barr.

North

The Section Spring outing was a
great day with blue skies and a hot
sun shining all day. As predicted Brian
Fraser and his staff had the course in

excellent condition. In fact everyone
at Inverness made us very welcome.
T'he lucky prize winners were as fol-
lows: Scratch, Bowen Trophy, Mike
Wilson, Forres, 71; 2. Bradley Wood,
Westhill, 74. Class One and Frews
Trophy winner Scott Williams,
Inverurie, 72-6-66; 2. Robert
Jatterson, Roval Aberdeen, 74-5-69,
3. Richard Roy, Garmouth, 74-4-70.
Class Two "1. Colin Mackay,
Elmwood, 76-7-69; 2. Sean Jaffray,
Ellon, 81-10-71; 3. Stewart
Robertson, Craigie Hill, 82-10-72 bih.
Class Three 1. A. Leslie, Forres, 86-
13-73; 2. George Aitken, Peterculter,
93-19-74; 3. Stuart Hogg, Fortrose,
96-20-76. Veterans 1. Roy Donald,
Oldmeldrum, 76-7-69; 2. Allan Grant,
retired, 85-11-74, Apprentice Spring
Trophy winner lain Cowper, Tain, 81-
13-68; 2. R. Pendlebury, Peterculter,
81-10-71. Trade Shield Jim Darling,
Aitkens, 77-4-73. Committee lain
Gunn, Strathpeffer, 77-6-71. Guest
Neil Hampton 74-1-73. Longest dri-
ves, Class One, Kevin Thomson,
Moray, Class Two John Morton,
Alford, Class Three, lain Cowper, Tain.
Nearest the pin at 15th, Kevin Fowler,
Fortrose.

The winner of the draw for a
BIGGA blazer or merchandise from

the Association was R Martin Reay.
The first four draws for the 200 Club
were made and were; January £30
No.133 W. Ogilvie, Boat of Garten.
February, £30 No.1 S Frost, Aberdeen.
March "£30 No.110 G. Moir, St
Andrews and April £100 No. 164 G
Moir, St Andrews (again!)

The two lucky winners of the expens-
es paid entry into the
Charterhouse/Scotts

my . National Tournament

NATIéNAL at Carden Park are
CHAMPIC Mike Wilson, Forres,
and Scott Williams,
Inverurie,

All in all a great day
and a big thank you to all at Inverness.

A couple of new appointments in the
Section. Scott Williams has moved
from Peterculter to Inverurie and
Stewart Robertson has been made up
to Head Greenkeeper at Craigie Hill.
Rejoining the Section 1s  Jim
MacCormack, Kirriemuir, and one
new member to welcome is Scott
Pettigrew, Tain.

This month we have The Open at
Carnoustie and the BIGGA Support
Team will have four members from our
Section, that I know about, along with
myself are Stuart Hogg, Fortrose,
Gordon McKie, St Andrews, and Paul

REELMASTER® 2300-D & 2600-D
MADE PRECISELY FOR ALL
TYPES OF GRASS AND TERRAIN

Toro’s all-purpose Reelmaster trim mowers offer the total solution for
a matchless performance around bunkers, tees, collars and approach-
es, and over sports fields and amenity areas too.

Featuring the exclusive L-1-N-K-S™ suspension system for enhanced
ground contour following, both the 2300-D and 2600-D are ideal to
give a superb quality of cut and will tackle most kinds of turf and ter-
rain, even early morning wet grass.

Highly advanced in design, engine, drive and main-frame, they also
boast high torque, customised cutting units with variable speeds.
You can trust Toro to give precisely the result you require.

Simply telephone 01480 476971 and we’ll arrange for a local dealer

to contact you.

TORO.

TOTAL SOLUTIONS

TORO distributed by: Lely (UK) Limited, Station Road, St Neots, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire PE19 1QH
Tek: 01480 476971 Fax: 01480 216167 E-mail: toro.sales@lely.co.uk
Lely Ireland Limited, 6 Airton Close, Tallaght, Dublin 24
Tel: 00 353 1 459 3314 Fax; 00 353 1 459 3320 E-mail: infoglely.ie
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Murphy, Downfield. I will be driving a
bus again, so keep clear of the Dundee
to Carnoustie road that week, you have
been warned!

| A Macleod

East

| hope we find everyone fit and well
and you are all getting some good
grow th on vour courses as the weath-
er is very good just now! Long may
it continue. '

Down to Section business. We had
our Spring tournament on 27 April
at Goswick Golf Club, Berwick Upon
[weed. We would like to thank the
Captain, Council and the Club
Secretary for the courtesy of the
course and clubhouse facilities for
what was an excellent day.

We would like to thank George
Thompson, Head Greenkeeper, and
his staff for the condition of the
course which was in superb condition
considering the week before the
course had four inches of snow, which
was followed by frost. Well done lads.
Last but not least thank you to the
Steward and Stewardess and the
clubhouse staff for looking after us
very well on the day. Once again,
thanks to everyone at Goswick Golf
Club. On the (i;l}' we had 60+ mem-

bers, Guests and Trade members in
attendance for our first major of the
1999 season. The weather was not
too kind to us on the day with very
thick fog, sea haar, mist or whatever
you want to call it, making visibility
very bad. It forced some people to
retire after 9 holes and head for the
clubhouse, myself included, but
around half the field continued and
some very good scores were returned
in testing conditions. Some of the
»eople who only played 9 holes and
weaded for the bar were people who
travelled on the bus, so speaking per-
sonally, I think the bus was a great
idea as the bar did a roaring trade
that afternoon. Seriously though,
everyone enjoyed a great day out so
I hope it’s not too long until we are
back at Goswick. One more thank
you to the trade for bringing along
raffle prizes, it is very much appreci-
ated.

Tournament Results: Best Scratch,
K. Mail - 76: Best Nett, C.
Pennycuick - 84-17-67. st Class 1.
S. Greenwood - 81-8-73; 2.: D.
Melville - 80-6-74; 3. A. Holmes - 80-
5-75. 2nd Class 1. C. Pennycuick -
84-17-67; 2. K Anderson - 86-12-74.
3. A Russell - 92-16-76. 3rd Class 1.
R. Mullen - 92-20-72: 2. ]. Nisbet -

104-19-85; 3. S. Townsend - 124-28-
96. Veteran’s Prize | Manuel -
80-7-73. Trade Prize 1. Thompson
(SGM) 106-28-78. Guest Prize. D.
Wilkinson - 81-11-70. BIH
(Secretary Goswick GC). New
Member’s Prize: D. Graham - 91-18-
72. Highest Score of the Day. C.
Moffat - 141. I
Charterhouse/

Scotts National
( 'hampiunship
NATIONAT  Qualihers. Best
CHAMPIONSHIP ~ Gross: K. Mail,
et €@ Glencorse, SCR 7(3.
Best Nett. C.
Pennycuick,

Winterfield, 84-17-67.

Next Tournament is the Summer
tournament at Murravheld Golf
Club, Tuesday 8 June. Hope to see
you all there.

People on the move are Richard
Mullen, formerly Assistant
Greenkeeper at Murrayfield GC, who
has moved to my club Swanston GC
as my Deputy Head Greenkeeper and
we wish him success in his new posi-
tion. The Section is running a fund
raising prize draw this year which will
be drawn at the Annual Dinner
Dance in December. There is some
very good prizes to be won, so we

would like everyone to take some
books of tickets to sell. If you haven't
got any vet, get in contact with Craig
Pennycuick who is dealing with the
tickets and he will send you some.
So, come on, we need your help to
make this a success. Craig can be
contacted on his mobile 07979
452097, home 0131 654 2913.
That’s it. See vou next month.
Chris Yeaman’

Central

It's a warm welcome to the Section
to Grahame Taylor, from Leven
Links, and Simon Crawford, from
Gleneagles Hotel, who is rejoining us.
As | have said before, hopefully we
will see them at some of our events
in the near future,

We also send best wishes for a suc-
cessful future to Kenny Duncan, who
has taken over at Dunfermline Golf
Club, and to Ronnie Cunningham,
who has moved on from Dunfermline
to a new venture on the outskirts of
the town.

Within the next few weeks you will
be receiving your tickets for our new
Section fund raiser, “CLUB 2000",
the tickets will cost you £6 per year
and there will be ten draws for £50
starting in January 2000, a bonus
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draw in July for £100 and another in
December for £150 which isn’t bad
for less than 2p per day. Even less in
a leap year!

Hopefully every member will give
this venture their support as it will go
towards providing a wider variety of
educational events and enable us to
organise events which are of interest
to every member and not just the
golfers in the section.

A prominent member of the
Section was put in a dilemma the
night Manchester United were play-
ing in the final of the Champions
League as it fell on the same night as
parent’s night at school and the only
alternative date was the same night
as the Section committee meeting. |
won't tell you which one he chosciul
let’s just say that he put in an apol-
ogy and it wasn't to Alex Ferguson
and the committee was one man
short! It’s just a pity that a week lat-
er the team which he supports lost
out in the final of the Tennents
Scottish Cup.

This year’s Inter Club Tournament
is underway with a number of the
first round ties already completed and
can | remind all the team captains
that the results must be returned to
me as soon as possible after each
match and with a bit of luck we will
manage to get the final played by the
allotted date.

Section Chairman, Archie Dunn,
having recovered from a severe bout
of 'flu which laid him low for three
weeks, was in the States last month
working at the US Open, so perhaps
we will have a report of his experi-
ences in some future section notes,

The Section football team was in
action against the West Section last
month. Too late for this report but |
will let you know next month how
they got on. If any of you fancy your-
selves as the Section’s answer to (does
anyone know the names of any home
rrown talent?) just get in touch with

ndy O’Hara on 01334 423 685 as
he is always on the look out for new
talent. Well, that’s what SS told me,
but I'm not quite sure if he meant for
the football team.

John Crawford

Northern Region
Douglas Bell

North West

This month we have no golf to
report on, which also means the
Section news will be short because no
members have telephoned with an
snippets for me to include.

The Cumbria Cup that was to be
played on 12 May had to be cancelled
due to heavy flooding causing the
course to be closed. The rain had
been so heavy that I think Penrith
itself had to be closed. The competi-
tion has been re-arranged to be
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played at Penrith GC on Wednesday
15 September and previous arrange-
ments still applv. The competition
will still be sponsored by Course Care
and is by invitation only. Sean Moon,

reviously Head Greenkeeper of

Aersey \"allcy GC, informs me that
the Legal Helpline certainly works, as
it did for him. Sean and his staff were
all made redundant just before
Christmas last year and they got in
touch with the helpline right away.
The outcome was that they took the
club to a tribunal on the grounds of
unfair dismissal and won their case,
and the staff were each paid an undis-
closed sum. It is also nice to know
that they have all found employment
again.

That's it for now, see you at The
Open. Ring me if you have any infor-
mation on 0151 724 5412,

Bert Cross

Northern

[ haven't had any little birds whis-
pering into my ear about any exciting
events/promotions/job changes this
month and therefore I'll keep it brief!

At the time of writing, the numbers
listed for playing in the President’s
Day golfing event are sadly very low.
L appreciate it's an exceptionally busy
time of year for everyone, me includ-
ed, and we may well look at changing
the dates to a different time of year
in the future. Please let me know your
thoughts.

As previously communicated, the
rcmainin;l; golfing events for this year
are as follows:

Invitation Day, Shipley GC, 4
August; Roses Match; Howley Hall
GC, 18 August; Autumn
Tournament, Bradford GC, 20
October; Winter Tournament Fulford
GC, 8 December. If anyone wishes to
be considered for the Roses Match,
please contact me as soon as possible
so that a ‘top class’ team can be select-
ed!

Anyone who has any news from
within the Section, please contact me
at 1 Cockley Meadows, Kirkheaton,
Huddersfield HDS5 OLA or telephone
01484 317813 or 07788 442755.
Don't forget to get your name and
money to me in g()ud time for any of
the forthcoming golfing events.

Simon Heppenstall.

\Midland Region

Peter Larter

Berks, Bucks & Oxon

As the golfing season is now fully
underway, | would imagine everyone
is very busy at the moment. There is
not much to report this month
other than to say congratulations to
David Gower and his team for their
handling of the Benson & Hedges at
The Oxfordshire. The course looked
immaculate and certainly merited

holding this prestigious event. Keep
up the good work lads!

I had the pleasure of attending
Wentworth again in June for the
Volvo PGA Championship and was
lucky enough to draw a game that
didn’t visit too many bunkers. It was
nice to see some of the boys from last
year and it's certainly a pleasure to

watch the golf. A certain Mr

Montgomerie managed to win both
of the above mentioned events, but
it was also nice to see Chris Kennedy
getting some much deserved recog-
nition for his services to Wentworth
and indeed the condition of the
course.

That's about all for this month
other than to say, we at Donnington
Grove are looking forward to hosting

support system and fewer working parts.

Without doubt, the new Verti-
Drain Mustang is the fastest, most
effective aerator on the market today.

Whilst it still features the unique,
patented ‘heave’ action, there are many
new improvements, including single

point arm adjustment, a stronger tine




ti ext dection event on .

July:

Llemember the more the merrier. We

to see you there
s Wilson 01635 821333

East Midlands

year’s Spring Tournament was

| n 13 May at
Vi ¢ of lnn}\'\liltr(;('
forecast sunny intervals

the

wdas

excellent
I'he weather

and

heavy showers, and true to form
everyone required umbrellas and
waterproof clothing at some point in
their round. However, this did not
deter anyone from enjoying a great
day. The course was presented in
great condition by Walt Cole and his
staff who found some testing pin
positions

Unfortunately Richard Barker, due

to other commitments, was unable to
join us on the day; this giving others
a chance of taking the
prize. One concerning factor was the
poor turn out on the day, 29 mem-
bers only. What do we need to do to
encourage more members?
I'he scores for the day were
lows. Best Gross: Dave Leatherland,
Kedleston Park: Winner of the

best Gross

as fol-

Scotts/Charterhouse
Qualifier. Best Nett
Steve Tolley,
Longcliffe 84-20-64.
Winner of the
Scotts/Charterhouse
Qualifier

»of CHARTERMOL SESTTTS

NATIONAL
CHAMPIC

Categ gory 1. 1 Pete l"nl“il\g‘\
Cotgrave Place, 90-8-82; 2. Alex
Hawkes, Cotgrave Place, 89-4-85

It can drive its 6 tines, solid or
hollow, at a faster rate than any other
aerator, which makes it the perfect
machine for high speed runs down the
fairway and for even shorter work on the
gl\l,||\4

I'he new Mustang joins the market
leading range of Verti-Drains that have

outsold and outperformed all

competitors for the past 20 years.

And, with an aerator to suit

Contact us now for further

information or a demonstration of the new

virtually every application, it’s the widest
range available anywhere.

But one word of caution.

T'he new Mustang is fast; so fast

that you may get done in a flash.

Verti-Drain Mustang on 01428 661222,

Charterhouse Tarf Machinery Ltd,
Weydown Industrial Estate, Weydown
Road, Haslemere, Surrey, GU27 1DW.
Tel: 01428 661222. Fax: 01428 661218.

E-Mail: ctem@dircon.co.uk

Web Site: huep://www.redexim.com
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Category 2. 1. Antony Bindley, Kirby
Muxloe, 9-17-74; 2. Danny Branson,
Stanton, 98-15-83. Category 3. 1.
Graham Arnold, Erewash Valley, 100-
19-81; 2. Mike Billings, Chevin,
104-22-82. Trade & Associate
Winner; Nick Webb, Tacit, 90-16-74.
Nearest The Pin: Nick Webb,
Longest Drive: Pete Billings.

I would like to take this opportu-
nity to thank Longcliffe GC for
courtesy of their fine course and to
all those committee members for
their valuable contribution in help-
ing run the competition. Not
hn-ullmsN Mr & Mrs l)uku for set-
ting up the prize table. A special
thanks goes to ET Breakwells from
all our members, for sponsoring and
providing a grand prize table. Finally
| would ]11“ to once again remind all
members that if they wish to attend
any Section event, their forms must
be returned to the secretary before
the closing date.

On August 18 we host the annual
East Midlands v East of England golf
match at Ramsdale Park. Tee-off time
3.45pm. Also on August 23 at
Charnwood Forest GC is the date for
this vyear’s Better-Ball Hairs
[ournament. Tee off 4.00 pm. If any-
body would like participate in
cither or both of these competitions,
please give me a ring and I will send
you an entry form. To keep these two
events running we shall require a lot
more support than in previous years,
SO I‘ll 15 try 1o \lll\pml your section,
Come along and have a great day.

Finally, on behalf of the Section |
would “like to congratulate Carl
Chamberlain, of Scraptoft GC, on his
recent wedding.

Antony B m«ll(\

Mid Anglia

A course visit took place at the end
of March to the new 18-hole course
currently under construction at
Brocket Hall. Course Manager, John
Wells, gave the 30 people attending
a guided tour of the new site and an
insight into some of the problems
encountered. It is planned to open

nine holes by September for limited
play only. Our thanks 20 to John for
taking the time to show rus around the
new course.

Our Spring tournament was held at

Aldwickbury Golf Club at the end of

April, over 36 holes. The course was
in excellent condition, so thanks to
Stephen Hesk and all his staff, as well
as the club officials who allowed us
courtesy of the course. We were also
lucky enough to experience some fine
spring weather, which obviously made
the day more enjovable.

H]l First Gross
and First Handicap
winners qualify for
the new National
Championship
I'hese were. I st.
Gross. Mark Whittle,
Mentmore, 142. 1st
Handicap. Simon Clark, Brockley
Hill, 143. Third (on countback).
Chris Brook, Chesfield Downs, 143.

Gavin Simkins won the am prize
with a 70 and Gary Boulton the pm
with a 71, which included a \upuh
eagle 2 at the par 4 18th hole! The
Trade prize was won by Tim Webb
with a total of 145. The Kingpin com-
petition was won by Dick Coogan,
Longest Drive by T Houghton and
nearest the pin >h_\ Neil Whittaker,
who won a colour TV, kindly donat-
ed by David Hawkins. i

[\l"])\ laylor sponsored our day
once again, so thanks to Mark
Stigwell for providing the prizes and
to all other trade members for sup-
porting the day

It must be noted that it was a superb
turn out, the best for a Spring event
for a long time, so thanks to all who
attended, in taking the time away
from your courses at such a busy time
of vear.

I'he Lodgeway Four Ball is now up
and running so please ensure that all
vour league matches are plaved by the
end of July. The next golf event is the
Summer Tournament, to be held at
Verulam Golf Club on Tuesday 31
August.

Paul Lockett
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A Division of Wood-Mizer Products, Inc.

“Quality Rotary Mowers for a World that isn't Flat®

MODEL 721X

The Model 72

Derek Farrington

Tel: 01903 260956

East Anglia

It was a sad day when I attended
the service of celebration for the life
of Stephen Noye, Head Greenkeeper
of Purdis Heath Golf Club, on
Thursday 13 May. The Section and
trade were well represented by Colin
Rushbrook, Larry Pearman, Robert
lomlinson and many others. Stephen
was well liked by all the members at
the club and all those who knew him
as a friend. Our sympathies go out to
his family and I know he will be
missed by everyone.

[urning to a very much lighter note
Colin Rushbrook invited some of us
to his golf day at Haverhill on
Wednesd: wy 18 May: It was a joint
competition run by Rushbrooks,
SISIS, Rhone-Poulenc and Scotts. As
usual Course Manager, Alan Carter,
and his team had done a splendid job
of making the course look its best
(well done lads) and the club house
staff made us feel VET) welcome.
Unfortunately my golf was not at its
best but I was fortunate enough to
be partnered with Lyndon Upham,
from Gog Magog, and Tim Russell,
from L |l\u\hulh and the laughter
and joking made up for my bad play.
I will take this uplnnlunn\ to thank
the Trade members of our Section for
their support, I know that they put
in a lot of work in attending our
Section golf days and Colin in par-
ticular works hard to get us venues
for our matches

Our next meeting will take place at
Bury St Edmunds Golf Club on the
10 August.

I must report that the golf match
between East Anglia and Essex that
was to be played at Thorpeness has
been cancelled due to unforeseen cir-
cumstances.

See you all at Bury.

lan Willett.

\\'i(l(‘

Articulator features seven individual 21" cutting decks which deliver

a cut-path over ten feet wide. LasTec’s revolutionary patented belt drive system allows
all seven cutting decks to articulate independently. This produces a quality cut which

rivals that of seven small pushmowers. The Mode
the unmatched cut quality of a small pushmower,

best of three worlds—

1721

Articulator brings together the

Essex
I was going to talk about the hot

dry weather we endured through
May but as we approach the first few
days of June my rain gauge reads at
present 20mm’ with more thunder
storms on the horizon. Who can pre-
dict what the weather holds by the
time you read my article?

On to the golf front. Our next meet-
ing will be held at Colchester Golf
Club on Wednesday 23 June, spon-
sored by P Tuckwell Limited of
Ardleigh. A report will appear in next
month’s issue.

Ihe Section’s singles “Matchplay
1999 is now reaching the semi-final
stages, with Dave Wells v William
Wingfield in one match and Richard
Pride waiting for the winner from the
Roland Hughes/Matthew Allen quar-
ter final. Semi-finals to be played by
15 August.

Unfortunately, I have to report the
cancellation of our match against
East Anglia in August at Lakenheath
due to the crisis in Kosovo.

On to education with the list of
excellent guest speakers growing,
which includes Dr Alan Gange, from

the University of London; Mark
Hunt, Headland: Dr Tim Lodge,
STRI; Graham Robins, Grass
Science, and Bill Hawthorne makes

this vear’s South East Conference
held at Writtle College, Chelmsford,
on 16 November 1999, one not to
be missed. Make a note in your diary
NOw. ' '

For all Committee Members our
next meeting is on Tuesday 27 July,
2pm at Thorndon Park GC. Please
make every effort to attend or con-
tact Martin on 01245 603131.

See you at Colchester.

PS. T see a few other London clubs
have joined West Ham in Europe this
coming season!

Dave Wells 01702 522202

Surrey

By the time this article £0es 1o press
we will have played the Cresta Cup
at Effingham sponsored by Gem
Professional. The result will appear in

the high productivity of a wide-area mower, and the best price
of any mower of its quality and capacity

on the market today. Model 721X, 721R

and 721XR available.

271-4223 www.lastec

Dealer opportunities available in select locatiol

Call: (317) 273-1122 for the dealer nearest you. Fax: (317)
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