
I 1999 BIGGA Golf Day 

The BIGGA Golf Day, sponsored by J. Rothschild Assurance, 
look place on the longest day of the year but for those who 
attended the time just flew by... 

Golf Day 99 

First 
Ocmis England, 65-6-59 
(Bet ter inward half) 
Nick Lawson 
Mark Kirby 
Dave Dwight 
Graham Wallace 

Second 
Hi-Tec, 65-6-59 
Lee Ware 
Grant Hutchison 
Richard Smi th 
Andy Taylor 

Third 
Rothschi ld 2 62-2.8 - 59.2 
Richard Min ton 
Ian Semple 
Nigel l l l ingworth 
Alan Greaves 

Putt ing Compet i t ion winner -
Graham Wallace 

Nearest the Pin -
Mark Grant 

Longest Dr ive & Pitching 
compet i t ions winner -
Al istai r Beggs 

Rothchilds have been in the news lately on two 
counts. 

The art collection owned by Rothchilds raised the 
eye popping sum of £56 million when sold at auc-
tion while the BIGGA Golf Day, sponsored by J. 
Rothchild Assurance, was a stunning success. 

There is no doubting which event caused the big-
ger stir in greenkeeping circles. Just who would be 
interested in an illuminated manuscript anyway? 
No, Aldwark Manor was where it was at on tne 
longest day of 1999 and by sheer coincidence it also 
turned out to be one of the most enjoyable. 

It was BIGGA's third golf day and in that short 

time has established itself as a regular event in the 
diaries of many well known names and faces in the 
industry... ana a few from outwith our industry as 
well. 

Among them this year was England international 
footballer Lee Clark who kindly took time out from 
his seven figure transfer from Sunderland to Fulham 
to present the prizes. 

It may have been exactly mid summer but it did-
n't stop half the field being pelted by hail stones in 
a freak storm in the afternoon. It certainly didn't 
dampen the spirits and the scoring suggested that 
some serious golf was being played. 



Everyone's a winner... 

Above: Regional Admin is t ra tors Doug Bell, Peter Larter and 
Peter Boyd ensured it ran to t ime 

Previous Page: The victor ious Ocmis England team w i th Mike Blunt, 
Director of J Rothschi ld Assurance, Lee Clark and Gordon Chi ld 

Below: A ldwark Manor 's own Bobby Moncur spot a flat on his 
nearside rear 

Below: Hi Tec grabbed a wel l deserved second place only losing out 
on countback 

Below: Rothschi ld 2 were the best placed sponsor 's team in th i rd 



Below: The eventual winners before the off looking confident. And why 
shouldn't they with Dave Dwight, of Aldwark Manor amid their ranks? 

Above: Andy Russell, of Headland Amenity, and Richard Minton, of 
Scotts, share a joke with Gordon Child 

Below: Alistair Beggs of STRI collected Below: Nearest the Pin winner, Mark Grant 
both the longest drive and chipping prizes 

Below: Putting Competit ion winner, Graham Wallace 

Left: Cheryl Broomhead takes litt le account of the slippery conditions 
as she rounds the corner at high speed 

Below: Birdies weren't only being seen out on the course! These 
ducks came to Bunkers Bar to see what all the fuss was about! 



Above: To the winners go the spoils 

Below: Vice Chairman, Elliott Small turns 
on the style in the chipping competit ion 

In addition to providing four teams 
and some fine golfers to the day the 
event's new sponsor J. Rothchild 
Assurance specialises in financial 
planning for the medium to long 
term, providing a wide range of finan-
cial solutions which include 
investment, protection and retire-
ment products. BIGGA has entered 
into discussions with JRA to become 
an Introducer, so making the finan-
cial products and services of the 
company available to BIGGA mem-
bers. 

"First and foremost we are in the 
business of providing relevant, expert 
and realistic advice. We know that 
most people find the whole subject 
of financial planning difficult and 
even daunting and we aim to make 
the whole process as intelligible and 
accessible as we can," explained 
Trevor Downing, a Partner or The J. 
Rothchild Partnership. 

"Our approach to investment is typ-
ical of our overall philosophy. We aim 
to provide investment choices via top 
quality investment managers who are 
constantly seeking to maximise 
returns for clients. You certainly don't 
have to be a millionaire to be a client 
of J. Rothchild Assurance but I would 
like to think that we will great you as 
if you are." 

If you would like to hear more 
about the company and what it can 
offer BIGGA members call Trevor on 
01959 500405. 

J. ROTHSCHILD 
ASSURANCE 
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S G r e e n m ; 

Keeping turf in good condition can be more demanding than the 

toughest course. Scotts is here to help, with one of the widest range of 

turf care products on the market. For regular feeding of fine turf 

look no further than Greenmaster®. With ten granular and five 

liquid formulations to choose from you can exactly match your 

sward's requirement whether it be for a balanced feed, a 

Slow and controlled release nutrition is available f rom the Sierra range. 

Sierraform® slow release fertilizer comes in six different analyses and is particularly 

suitable for sand-based greens whilst Sierrablen® controlled release 

fertilizer is the ideal choice to save you time and work as one application 

will feed your turf all season. For more information about 

these fertilizers or any other Scotts products talk to your local Area 

high K product, added trace elements or a special tonic. The Scotts Difference® Sales Manager or call 01473 830492. 

The Scotts Company is the leader in research, manufacturing and marketing of products for professional turf care, 
ornamental horticulture, field and vegetable production and domestic use. From bases in the U.S.A. and Europe, 

Scotts sells its products in more than 50 countries worldwide. 

Always read the label. Use pesticides safely. Daconil Turf contains chlorothalonil. Greenshield contains chlorothalonil and carbendazim. 
Intrepid contains dicamba, dichlorprop and MCPA. Maraud contains chlorpyrifos. Shortcut contains trinexapac-ethyl. Tritox contains MCPA, mecoprop-P and dicamba. Turfclear contains carbendazim 

Scotts UK Professional, Paper Mill Lane, Bramford, Ipswich, Suffolk IP8 4BZ. Tel: 01473 830492 Fax: 01473 830386 
" Trade Marks of The Scotts Company or its affiliates. 

The Scotts Company (UK) Ltd. 01-99 
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«KM ASSOCIATES LTD 
GOLF COURSE DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION & CONSULTANCY 

From... 
Green field thru7 to play - the complete package! 

Including... 

INITIAL APPRAISAL, COURSE DESIGN, ASSISTED COURSE CONSTRUCTION, & 
GOLF CLUB SET UP - CONSTITUTION, FOUND MEMBERSHIP LAUNCH ETC. 

Bryan Moor of OCM has recently completed the design and assisted construc-
tion of an eighteen hole golf course at Rutherford Castle, West Linton, an 

extension to Easingwold Golf club, and is currently working on an extension to 
Haggerston Castle, a new nine hole course at Cleethorpes and a new eighteen 

hole course in Yorkshire. 

OCM have recently moved office to: 
Summerhill, Clarebrand, By Castle Douglas. DG7 3AQ 

Tel: 01556 502605 Fax: 01556 503779 

Call free for a brochure 
0800 500245 

POWERFUL. ECONOMICAL. VERSATILE 

THE COMPLETE UTILITY TASK FORCE. 
Kawasaki Mules are lightweight taskmasters built to tackle the toughest 

utility duties. Available in three models, they help you do your job with the 

greatest speed, ease and comfort. To experience the power behind the work, 

call our freephone number or your nearest Kawasaki dealer. 

Kawasaki 
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Redexim were the company which developed the Vertidrain 
and together with partners Charterhouse are making an 
impression on clubs all over the world. Scott MacCallum 
travelled to Holland to meet Redexim's President. 

Making the t earth move 
BIGGA 

GOLDEN KEY 
CIRCLE 

David Jenkins w i th 
Mar inus Reincke examine 
a new piece of machinery 

I hadn't been working long in the golf 
business when I had the great fortune 
to be sitting in a caravan during The 
Open Championship at Turnberry in 
1986 listening to Karsten Solheim 
describe to Sir Henry Cotton how he 
had invented the first Ping putter. 

I really did feel in a privileged posi-
tion to be able to sit and listen in to 
history being recounted by the very 
people who had helped to shape it. I 
got a similar feeling when I sat in an 
office in Zeist, Holland, listening to 
Ceese de Bree talk about how a friend, 
Arie-Jan de Ridder, and he came up 
with the antidote to one of the great-
est problems in greenkeeping -
compaction. 

Ceese de Bree is the President of 
Redexim International Trading, the 

parent company of Charterhouse, and 
the piece of machinery which owes its 
existence to the two Dutchmen was 
the Vertidrain. 

"In Holland we suffered from a lot 
of compaction partly because of the 
low lying nature of the land and we 
spent a long time looking for a solu-
tion," explained Ceese. 

At the time, in the early 80s, there 
was a great deal of cheap foreign labour 
in Holland and to give football pitch-
es some relief it was not unusual to 
have 60-70 workers out with garden 
forks spiking. 

"We wondered how we could replace 
the people with a machine and even-
tually realised that it might be possible 
to modify a cultivating machine." 

Arie-jan and one of his engineers dis-

appeared into his workshop and 
emerged sometime later with the very 
first Vertidrain, which provided a solu-
tion to a problem people had been 
wrestling with since the 60s. 

"It was the first anti compaction 
machine built anywhere in the world," 
recalled Ceese. 

Having produced a machine which 
could, and subsequently did, make a 
huge impression on the turf manage-
ment world the next step was to protect 
the idea and maximise the potential of 
it. And this was where Ceese's legal 
training came into its own. 

"I'm a farmer's son but I have been 
and still am a lawyer so I'm always 
thinking about contracts and how you 
should protect what you have. We 
founded Redexim together, patented 
the idea and came up with the name 
Vertidrain. We had originally named it 
the Verti Soil Drain but soon agreed 
on the shortened version. Verti comes 
from vertical action and the drain bit 
is obvious. 

"It has become a famous name all 
over the world as has the act of it which 
has become known as vertidraining," 
said Ceese, which hauled me back to 
my school days and the conjugation of 
verbs -1 vertidrain, you vertidrain, we 
vertidrain... 

Initially the Vertidrain was seen as a 
tool specifically for sports fields and 
football pitches and it was only later 
that golf was seen as a potential mar-
ket. 

"People didn't appreciate the revolu-
tionary nature of the Vertidrain at the 
beginning and part of the marketing 
was the education of people about its 
use. The first golf club to use it was 
Utrechts' "De Pan" Holland's equiva-
lent to St Andrews but that was only 
on the fairways, not the greens." 

Around this time Redexim contact-
ed David Jenkins, of Charterhouse, 
with a view to enlisting the Hazlemere 
company to tackle the lucrative British 
market. 

"Two people came over from 



ing the | earth move 

Redexim and we demonstrated it at 
some courses in the London area. Jack 
McMillan, at Sunningdale, went ahead 
and bought one and was, to my knowl-
edge, the first Course Manager to use a 
Vertidrain on his greens," said David. 

"I think that was one of the major 
breakthroughs," he added. 

The Vertidrain began to sell very well 
but all the time improvements were 
being made. 

The first machines were very unstable 
really because of the movement that was 
required to make holes in the ground 
down to a depth of 16 inches but every 
step the company made was carried out 
in a careful prudent manner. 

"My philosophy was not to get too big 
at the beginning and take things step by 
step. We had to finance the prototypes 
and the improvements and secure 
patents all over the world. We do things 
slowly but do them well. We save mon-
ey, own our own buildings and don't 
have to pay out to the banks," said Ceese. 

He operates a flat management style 
which ensures costs are kept under con-
trol while at the same time giving key 
staff and distributors, a lot of whom have 
stayed with the company for many 
many years, the flexibility to do their 
jobs. 

Having broken into the European and 
British markets the next step was 
America and Redexim and 
Charterhouse jointly manned a booth at 
the GCSAA show while Walter Woods 
starred in a video highlighting the ben-
efits of the machine. 

'American superintendents are edu-
cated to university standard but our 
problem was that if a subject wasn't 
included in their list of core subjects they 
didn't believe it existed. We had to con-
vince them that because they hadn't 
already heard about vertidraining that it 
wasn't something to be dismissed. It was 
quite an uphill batde," recalled David. 

"We went out to the course and 
showed them it working and the phys-
ical evidence before their very eyes 
persuaded them." 

Such was the developing relationship 
between Redexim and Charterhouse 
that a closer bond was forged in the ear-
ly 90s and the benefits which have 
accrued from this marriage have enabled 
them to make a successful attack on the 
global market. It also lead to the dual 
Redexim/Charterhouse logo which 
appears on the new BIGGA Golf 
Championship which they are co-spon-
soring with Scotts. 

"It is not so easy to explore the world 
on your own so together we have been 
able to do it much faster," explained 
Ceese. 

To maximise this Ceese gave the 
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American business over to Charterhouse 
and inparticular Marketing Director, 
Philip Tnreadgold, who has spent the 
last two years developing a distributor 
network across the length and breadth 
of the States. 

'A lot of people said we were becom-
ing an English company but I didn't say 
one word because I feel we are one com-
pany and whether it was English/Dutch 
or Dutch/English wasn't important. 

"Likewise people wondered who was 
in power but my name is not important. 
What is important is what David is 
doing, what Philip is doing, what 
Geoffrey (Burgess, who sits on both the 
Charterhouse and Redexim Boards) is 
doing and what our engineers are doing. 

"Let me stay in my office, lead a team 
of specialists and leave them to get on 
with it." 

Among those specialists is Marinus 
Reincke, the son of the engineer with 
whom Arie-Jan de Ridder developed the 
Vertidrain and Redexim's Technical 
Manager. 

"When we came together our first 
joint exercise was to design a Turf Tidy 
and we went to Marinus with a concept 
and he came up with drawings which 
were so detailed that we were able to 
take them straight to a manufacturer and 
say 'We want to build this'," said David. 

"From the moment we first spoke to 
having a running prototype was about 

three months. I use this as an illustra-
tion, not because we are in the habit of 
rushing things, but because it shows our 
flexibility" 

Speaking with Ceese, David, Marinus 
and Geoff you can sense the close bond 
between the two companies and the con-
fidence that the union has brought. 

"We are very good in the areas of ver-
tidraining, seeding, top dressing and the 
turf tidy and there is nothing to stop us 
looking wider," said Geoff, the point is 
emphasised by both David and 
Marinus. 

"Redexim has brought a strong finan-
cial backing as well as engineering 
expertise but Charterhouse has brought 
a range of products that has allowed 
Marinus to really start to look at a much 
wider range still," explained David. 

"To my mind there was a lot of expe-
rience within Charterhouse in how to 
maintain golf courses particularly in the 
UK where the old established clubs have 
different soil structures to those in 
Holland," said Marinus, who joined 
Redexim in 1983 after his military ser-
vice although he had worked as a 
contractor on a vertidrain during his 
school holidays. 

Another long standing member of staff 
is Hessel Rozema. Hessel's business card 
carries his job tide. But "Regional 
Manager" barely covers an area stretch-
ing from the Pacific Rim, through South 

Africa and the Far East. 
He has spent many years learning how 

to sell to the different countries and cul-
tures within his patch and has seen 
compaction resulting from some unusu-
al sources. 

"In Thailand, for example, you often 
have a player accompanied by a caddie 
as well as an umbrella carrier which 
means you can get 12 pairs of feet with 
each fourball. That certainly adds to the 
compaction." 

The future of Redexim/Charterhouse 
looks rosy but you won't get any out-
landish predictions from the company's 
President. 

The results of any crystal ball gazing 
Ceese de Bree does on behalf of Redexim 
is not something he publicises but he 
does know where his company sits in 
the scheme of the fine turf industry 

"We are not in the top league with the 
Textron's, John Deere's ana the Toro's. 
We are at the top of the second league 
and we want to stay there." 

As a confident statement of intent such 
words carry a lot of weight. 



BUY ONE 
GET 

MONTHS 
FREE 

Looking for an easy life? 

A single application of 'Spearhead's 
unique chemistry gives year round 
control of a wide variety of turf weeds, 
including clovers and speedwells. 

Compare that with the huge cost of twice 
yearly applications required by traditional 
selectives. 

With knapsack approval and low dose 
rates, 'Spearhead can also be applied 
on turf as young as two months with 
outstanding results. 

Enjoy your free time. 
It's standard with "Spearhead. £ 

3) 

(fP RHÔNE-POULENC 
AMENITY 
Fyfield Road, Ongar, Essex CM5 OHW. Telephone 01277 301115. 
'SPEARHEAD contains MCPA, clopyralid and diflufenican. ALWAYS READ THE LABEL : USE PESTICIDES SAFELY (MAFF 07342). 
'SPEARHEAD is a trade mark of DowElanco. © Rhône-Poulenc Agriculture Ltd 1998. 
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Buyers 
Guide c 

•®«avna aaino.s»** ' 

The most cost effective way of reaching readers of 
Greenkeeper International. Just call Cheryl Broomhead 
or Diane Bray on 01347 833800 and ask about an 
alphabetical category listing; the cost starts from as 
little as £29.50 per month. 

Here's your 
chance to 
win £50! 
S i m p l y l o o k t h r o u g h a l l t h e 
p r o d u c t s a n d s e r v i c e s in 
o u r g u i d e a n d n a m e t h e 
c o m p a n i e s w h i c h t h e 
f o l l o w i n g t e l e p h o n e 
n u m b e r s r e f e r t o ; 

a. 01460 241939 
b. 01372 456101 
C. 01603 746229 

W r i t e d o w n y o u r t h r e e 
a n s w e r s o n a p o s t c a r d a n d 
s e n d y o u r e n t r i e s t o : -

K n o w Y o u r N u m b e r s , 
G r e e n k e e p e r I n t e r n a t i o n a l , 
B I G G A H O U S E , 
A l d w a r k , A l n e , 
Y o r k Y 0 6 1 1 U F 

E n t r i e s t o r e a c h u s n o l a t e r 
t h a n F r i d a y , A u g u s t 1 3 , 
1 9 9 9 . T h e f i r s t c o r r e c t 
e n t r y d r a w n w i l l r e c e i v e a 
c h e q u e f o r £ 5 0 ! 

T h e j u d g e s d e c i s i o n is 
f i n a l . N o c o r r e s p o n d e n c e 
w i l l b e e n t e r e d i n t o . 
T h i s c o m p e t i t i o n is n o t 
o p e n t o B I G G A s t a f f o r 
n o n - m e m b e r s . 

L a s t m o n t h , P a u l Y o u n g o f 
K i r t l i n g t o n G C , c e r t a i n l y 
k n e w h i s n u m b e r s w h e n h e 
c o r r e c t l y i d e n t i f i e d a l l 
t h r e e t e l e p h o n e n u m b e r s . 

O u r c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s a n d a 
c h e q u e f o r £ 5 0 a r e o n 
t h e i r w a y t o y o u ! 

Advisory Services 

SHOULDN'T YOU BE TALKING TO THE STRI? 

Aerat ion 

KEITH DRIVER 
(SPORTSTURF CONTRACTOR) 

HYDROJECT AERATION-* 
AND CHEMICAL 

INJECTION SERVICE 

(WITH NO SURFACE DISTURBANCE) 
A full range of expertly operated turf care services also available 
Tel 01273 564015 Mobile 0958 532008 

8 Morecambe Rd, Brighton, Sussex BN1 STL 

How wel l do 
you 'Know Your 

Numbers1? 

'SOILCARE 
Aerating or root feed 

required? 
Problem Solved! 

Terralift - aerates and root feeds 
turf & trees to 1 metre 

Deep Drill improves root growth 
down to 10" by drilling holes, 
leaving an unmarred surface. 

C & P SOILCARE LTD • Unit 3 Bush Farm • Nedging 
Ipswich • Suffolk • IP7 7BL • Tel/Fax: 01449 741012 

Agronomy 

B Jamieson 
Golf Advisors Ltd 

Bruce Jamieson Golf Advisors Ltd, is an 
established company offering expert advice on; 

• Golf Course maintenance 
• Tournament preparation & presentation 
• Machinery selection 
• Budgeting 
• Staff recruitment 
• Soil & turf analysis 
• Establishment of new golf courses 

Contact: Bruce Jamieson 
Browntop, 17 Haywarden Place, Hartley Wintney, Hants, 
RG27 8UA Telephone: 01252 844847 

Ameni ty Spraying 

Talk to the professionals first 

Vertidraining • Aeriation • Seeding 
• Fertilising • Top dressing 

• Contact Spraying • All leading 
brands of seeds, fertilisers & chemicals 

€& WW* 

Amenity Land Services Ltd 
Long Lane, Wellington 
Telford TF6 6HA 

Contact: Ivan Toon, Jonathon Carr, Duncan Burton 
Tel: (01952) 641949 Fax: (01952) 247369 

• Advice • 
Supply 

Application « 
• Training 

DRIFT FREE Contract Spraying 
utilising our purpose built machine 

The SPRAYING MANTIS 
Freephone: 0800 068 08 78 

Fax: 07000 481022 
Car: 0850 300104 

Rouiidshead Drive, Warfield, Berkshire RG42 3RZ 
WEED FREE is a Registered Trade Mark 
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EPIC ALL WEATHER SURFACES 

EPIC DRIVING RANGE EQUIPMENT 

DFL GREENKEEPING SUPPLIES 

DFL GOLF COURSE FURNITURE 

DRIVING FORCE LEISURE EUROPE LTD. 
TEL: 01795 427333 FAX: 01795 425222 

irn, » 
e l l . ' 

Gabbotts Farm Barn, 
Bury Lane, Withnell, 
Chorley, Lancashire J 
PR6 8SW j 
Tel: 01254 83 1666 J 
Fax: 01254 83I066 "M 

t V E R D E T E E F R A M E 
Steel platform, woven grass top. 

• V E R D E W I N T E R T E E 
Generous size, self-install kit. 

• V E R D E D R I V I N T i M A T S 
Top quality - Long Life - Best Prices. 

• A R T I F I C I A L G R A S S E S 

• D R I V I N G B A Y S A N D N E T S 
For club and home use 

Available through most reputable | 
course equipment suppliers 

Please call for samples & information , & information A 

Bio-technology for Turf 

Thinking about a 
biological programme? 

First ask a biologist 
Contact Stel la I n g l e t W p e BSc. 

or Janet Graystone BSc 

Tel: 01372 456101 

Boreholes 

lllllll 
X DRILLING SERVICES / 

Craigie, Kilmarnock KA1 5NB 

WELL DRILLERS 
Specialist in water wells for irrigation. 

Divining service available. Installation and 
commissioning of submersible pumps. 
We supply the full package nationwide. 

Tel: 01563 860241 
Fax: 01563 860212 
A member of the British Drilling Association 

Do you 'Know 
Your Numbers ' 
wel l enough to 

win £ 5 0 ? 

Buildings 

THE GREENKEEPER'S 
CHOICE liivwi THE GREENKEEPER'S 
CHOICE 

Secure sectional steel buildings in various sizes. 
• Machinery & equipment storage 

• Fertilizer, weedkiller & seed storage 
• Workshops • Tool sheds 

• Trolley stores 
• Temporary fencing & secure 

enclosures 
For FREE design service, quotation, 

brochures and technical advice PHONE NOW 

«S 0121 561 5656 (24hrs) 
Garratts Lane, Cradley Heath, West Midlands. B64 5SR 

Fax: 0121 559 0505 

Greenkeepers' Stores 
Driving Ranges 

Club Houses 
• Machinery Storage 
• Maintenance Workshops 
• Fertil iser and Weedki l ler Storage 
• Off ices and Staff Mess Rooms 

FREE initial designs and costings 

Ivan J Cooper Ltd 
Steel Framed Buildings 

Moorside Works, Cauldon Lowe, 
Stoke-on-Trent ST10 3ET 

Tel: 01538 702282 Fax: 01538 702662 


