YET SAFE TO SOIL BACTERIA

AT RIMIDI

Friends and Foes... under the microscope. Crippling turf diseases
like Fusarium Patch, Red Thread, and Dollar Spot are easy prey
to the systemic fungicide Rimidin® Having both a protective
and curative action, Rimidin is fast acting, long lasting,
reliable and cost effective. Yet Rimidin has been proven safe to
those all-important beneficial soil bacteria. Take a closer look.

LZ| §°H PY

digb y otiacyLor

Rigby Taylor Limited, Rigby Taylor House, Garside Street, Bolton, Lancashire BL1 4AE. Tel: (01204) 394888 Fax: (01204) 398379. Further details FREEFONE 0800 424 919.
Rimidin contains fenarimol. *Rimidin is a trade mark of Dow AgroSciences. ALWAYS READ THE LABEL. USE PESTICIDES SAFELY.



ENVIRONMENTAL SOLUTIONS FOR THE AMENITY MARKET

Q Microbalance }

A unique blend of microbes selected for their
ability to rebalance the soil micro-flora and
dominate the soil micro-environment. Use as
part of a managed programme for fine turf to
help prevent fungal attack, enhance nutrient
utilisation and improve soil health.

Q Microbooster

Use as a preparatory turf treatment before
application of Microbalance or as a boost
for beneficial microbial populations in
compromised turf.

Q Biofeed

Liquid seaweed foliar and soil treatment,
containing natural feed and surfactant
properties. Formulated to work in

conjunction with Microbalance and as port of
the Biotal Restore the Balance Programme.

Pentagon Amenity Marketing Ltd are the exclusive distributors for Biotal in Scotland,

England and Wales.

For further information please contact the appropriate regional distributor below: PENTAGON

AMENITY MARKETING LTD

SCOTLAND NORTH, MIDLANDS, WALES EAST ANGLIA LONDON & SOUTH WEST
Stewart & Co. Seedsmen Ltd County Crops Ltd (Amenity Division) Collier Turf Care Ltd Driving Force Leisure (Europe) Ltd

Stronghold Works Agronomy House Drury Square Badcock House

Mayfield Ind Est Knutsford RD Beeston Eurolink Ind Centre

Dalkeith Lymm Kings Lynn Sittingbourne, Kent

EH22 4BZ Cheshire Norfolk ME10 3EL

Tel: 0131 6636617 WA13 0TD PE32 2NA Tel: 01795 427333

Fax: 0131 6630651 Tel: 01925 758886 Tel: 01328 700600 Fax: 01795 425222
Fax: 01925 756349 Fax: 01328 700605
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Course

Andy Campbell shows Scott MacCallum round Carden
Park, the venue for BIGGA's new golf Championship.

A walk in the

Park

It’s going to be great! That’s the overriding feeling you get about the first
Charterhouse/Scotts National Championship when you visit Carden Park, Golf Resort & Spa.

Being shown around by Courses Manager and Master Greenkeeper, Andy Campbell you can
see why Carden Park is fast becoming one of the finest resort hotels in the country and to say
that BIGGA is delighted to have secured the venue for the first three years of the new
Championship would be understating the matter.

Let’s face it, where else could you luxuriate in a wonderful four star hotel, complete with
every facility you could possibly dream about, then walk out and have the pick of two mag-
nificent golf courses - the Cheshire, which has been chosen by the European Tour to host one
of its pre-qualifying schools this year, and the brand new Jack Nicklaus-designed Nicklaus
course.

Oh yes, and there’s a state-of-the-art practice facility and a nine-hole par-3 course, ideal if
you've ever left with an idle 45 minutes.
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Andy is certainly looking forward
to October when 110 greenkeepers
arrive and get the chance to inspect
the work he has put in over the last
Six years or so.

“It will be good for the staff to have
so many greenkeepers from other
clubs here as we're always looking to
push things forward and anything we
can pick up from the guys playing in
the Championship will be useful,”
said Andy.

“Also, I've made so many friends in
the industry over the last few years
that it will be good to welcome many
of them here,” smiling, as his mind
wandered back to Harrogates past.

“We've got just the same problems
as everyone else just, with 750 acres
to look after, more of it. Just like the
colleges who come here, everyone
will get to see us warts and all. We're
only as good as Mother Nature will
allow us.”

It is that sort of phlegmatic down to
earth attitude which has helped Andy
through a period which might have
brought a few strong men to their
knees but in which he has flourished.

He had returned to greenkeeping at
Carden Park after a seven year spell
when he ran his own landscaping
business.

“The differences in greenkeeping in
the time I'd been away were
immense. The standards were so
much higher. When 1 came here |
didn't know what a groomer was
because when I'd left greenkeeping

there were no such things as
groomers. It was steep learning
curve,” he admitted.

Then he hadn’t been at Carden too
long before the receivers were called
in, heralding several months of uncer-
tainty

However this has subsequently
proved a small price to pay for what
has happened since, with a commit-
ted new owner armed with huge
plans for the Cheshire complex and
the wherewithal to make it happen.

St David’s Hotels, owned by Steve
Morgan, the Chairman and Chief
Executive of the Redrow Building
Company, brought Jack Nicklaus in
to design the second course and has
invested heavily in the hotel and
related facilities.

So what did Andy feel like when he
discovered that he’d be working with
the Golden Bear, the man with the
most impressive record in the history
of golf?

“I'm not phased by people’s reputa-
tions, but as [ golfer | ;ulmircd what
he had done,” he explained.

“He is also a very knowledgeable
guy and knows as much about grass-
es as most greenkeepers. He visited
the site three times Lul took a very
close interest in it from afar and every
change was made with his say so.

“What 1 didn’t expect, and what
was a nice surprise, was that he was
as friendly and open when he visit-
Cll."

Before starting the project, the first

in Britain he designed with his son,
Steve, Nicklaus had been given a
strict brief.

“We didn't want mogul type
mounding and we didn’t want a lot
of white sand on show - we went for
more of the Braid-style bunkering
and have planted 80,000 indigenous
trees, shrubs, gorse, broom, pine and
birch.”

One benefit Andy has derived from
the arrival of the Nicklaus Course -
which was opened officially in the
week of the Royal Birkdale Opcn last
year with a match between Nicklaus
himself and Ian Woosnam - is that
he has had the opportunity to man-
age and compare two different styles
of golf course.

“But being a believer of the old val-
ues - a fescue bent man - when I was
asked about what I felt about creep-
ing bent for the Nicklaus Course I
didn't respond with 100% enthusi-
asm. Having said that I was keen to
do something different but never
having grown that type of grass
before I wasn't wholly convinced
that it would work. Equally it was an
opportunity to learn.”

It brought him into contact with
Jon Scott, the agronomist assigned
to the project, who has subsequently
become Director of Agronomy for
the US Tour.

“He has since become a very, very
good friend,” said Andy.

“At our first meeting | freely admit-
ted that 1 wasn't a scientific



greenkeeper and wasn't a guy who
was hooked up on soil or Imt tissue
analysis and Jon d(LLpl(d it.”

The two men have since learned
from each other which perhaps
shows that, while there is a great deal
to be learned from the US approach,
the information flow has just as
much relevance when going the
other way as well.

“He couldn’t believe the regimes
that we'd followed on the Cheshire
Course and the surfaces that we'd
achieved. So he learned something
about taking grass to the edge and
running it along austere lines.

“And I've done lots of things that
three years ago | wouldn’t have
believed I would have done and
which would make my old boss’s
eyes water. But we've got creeping
bent cover, little poa in the sward to
start with, although I'm not saying
it’s not coming in, but we have to be
fairly radical in the way in which we
control it. But that is necessary for
the time of course, design and con-
struction it is.

With two different style u)ll cours-
es - they certainly aren't Carden
Carbon copies (I just wanted to get
that line in) - and two different
maintenance regimes you might be
forgiven for thinking that Andy suf-
fers from a split personality - by
morning nice Mr Traditional and by
afternoon the slick Dr Modern - but
it is not something he perceives as a
problem.

“I don’t have any difficulty in walk-
ing on a creeping bent surface and
knowing what it needs and five min-
utes later being on a fescue bent
surface. One thing I don’t ever do is
think what might work on one might
work on the other. That is where you
need a bit of discipline.

“The creeping bent surfaces
demand more intensive manage-
ment and you have to be more on
the ball. There is less forgiveness if
they get hungry or dry and you have
to react a lot quicker. In the past we
have happily watched fescue bent
swards go brown in the knowledge
that it comes back clean and green.
We couldn’t go that route with
creeping bent...
golfers” expectations.

“In terms of ugl()numit difficulties
our worst is the Take-All Patch on
the Nicklaus Course with which we
have had a real battle. We have cho-
sen to go down the cultural control
route.

“Initially where we had the Take-
All we had no grass but now it is
zooming through the area without
any killing the grass. The rings are
getting bigger and bigger. It’s as
though it is looking for a weak plant
but there is now enough antagonistic
bacteria in there to see it off,”
explained Andy, who added that he
no longer got involved in the debate
about which was the better way.

I'he courses are also run by two
separate teams - the Cheshire has

partly because of

[raction

Is No Longer

An Issue

The traction, durability and comfort of Softspike’s®

revolutionary new Black Widow™ cleat has

established new performance standards for the

industry. The Black Widow™ is simply in a different

league from anything else. Its cantilevered ‘legs’

flex as you walk to provide maximum traction, and

gives the same protection against green damage as

our popular XP design. The Black Widow's™

innovative polyurethane material makes it easily the

most durable plastic cleat available.

2

Black Widow

Softspikes:

A new concept in cleats: Bite.

You've never seen a green-friendly cleat like this. With eight
independent flexible legs, the Black Widow™ gives you a cushioned
feel you can't get with any other cleat. Its springy reflex action 'bites’
the turf, to give you traction you can't get from an ordinary cleat. And
its unique polyurethane plastic is both sturdy and pliable to give you
the grip you need in heavy rough or awkward lies.
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eight to nine staff and the Nicklaus
12-14 depending on the season - as
well as an estate team. Each course
has a Head Greenkeeper who is
given an agronomic plan which they
agree and with which they are famil-
iar and comfortable.

“My job is to make sure they have
the tools and resources to carry it
out,” said Andy '

“Both courses are USGA spec, in
the sense that the drainage parame-
ters fall within those recom-
mendations  but probably the
Nicklaus Course is the purer. It is a
80-20 sand/peat mix while the
Cheshire is 70-30 sand/fen soil.

“The grass is where it really differs
and the expectation that the golfer
has from that grass. One is a foil for
the other and we're not trying to
turn the Cheshire Course into anoth-
er Nicklaus course.

Both courses operate a spike ban
which ties in nicely with the fact that
the Championship is being support-
ed by the Softspikes Company.

“It was something I pushed for at
the beginning and it certainly makes
a huge difference to the quality of
the putting surfaces. Spikes are
changed by the Caddie Master as
part of his other duties,” he
explained.

“The nice thing is that
we've had a lot of cus-
tomers come and say
they prefer the old
way... but not as many
as ‘say they enjoy the
Nicklaus Course.”

The main differences
are in presentation and
mn expectation.

“The expectation of the
Nicklaus Course is that
it is green. Both courses
are striped, with the the
Cheshire  sometimes
being black and tanned.

We hand cut tees and greens on both
golf courses and hand cut approach-
es on both courses 90% of the time.

“To an extent we feed the fairways
on both courses - the Cheshire tends
to be the elemental things like sul-
phur and iron with a little bit of
nitrogen while on the Nicklaus the
regime is a little bit higher across the
range. But even then we're not using
an awful lot of phosphate.”

In effect, Andy has gone from the
equivalent of managing a corner
shop to being in charge of one of the
top department stores. How has he
coped?

“My experiences before arriving at
Carden helped and I've learned
lessons as I've gone along, but I don't
feel pressured or stressed out. It’s an
enjoyable job and it’s easier to do a
job when you're happy. Also my
Master Greenkeeper status has
helped my confidence and how I per-
ceive myself and am perceived by
others. It also helped to get my name
and Carden’s name better known.”

It is also a realisation of an ambi-
tion for Andy as, from the early days,
he always wanted 36 holes. ~

“The Jack McMillans of this world
were my heroes and I used to upset
my ml[czlguv.\ a little because they
thought I was talking a little above
my station... but they smile now.”

With a round on each of the two
fine courses what can the entrants
and qualifiers for the Charterhouse/
Scotts National Championship expect
to find?

“You can fly the ball into the
Nicklaus greens and it will hold but
the greens are more undulating.
Jack’s design philosophy is that the
ball is gathered into the green while
on the Cheshire the ball gets
repelled. It’s a bit more like the
Dornoch style. That’s where the
shots go on the Cheshire. It’s a more
penal course than the Nicklaus.”

The Cheshire will have had some
major  changes  before  the
Championship with several holes
being re-designed to make them
more amenable.

“For example there was a par=5
with a blind third shot which we've
altered and although there are still
some quirky elements we've taken
away those which are totally unfair,”
said Andy, who has masterminded
the changes which also included
revetting all the bunkering, in-house.

“You've got to know the old
Scottish game and keep the ball low
and run the ball in. To that end
there are no forced carries in terms of
bunkering and water. There is always
a route in.

“That is fairly true of the Nicklaus,
although the way the greens are ori-
entated for certain pin positions you
have to fly the ball in. There is no
real signature hole but the trade
mark, if you like, are the double
option holes, the 7th, 13th and 15th
which give you a choice of routes.”

Everything at Carden Park smacks
of quality and it makes it the perfect
venue for BIGGA's new golf
Championship.

Are you going to Carden Park?

THE CHARTERHOUSE'SCOTTS

NATIONAL
CHAMPIONSHIP

FOR THE BIGGA CHALLENGE TROPHY

ML Scoccsd

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3 TO
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 5, 1999

For further details, please contact
Sarah Sowerby on 01347 833800



t's not very often we take something away  Of course they’ll do everything they did

from a product to improve it. But that’s before - and more. Both Supertox 30 and
exactly what we've done to new improved Clovotox have improved turf safety and
Clovotox and Supertox 30. Clovotox can now also be used to control

plantains and buttercups.
The active ingredient, mecoprop, has been

trimmed down and reformulated to create New improved Clovotox and Supertox 30,
new, super-efficient mecoprop-P. your lean, clean weed control machines.
e’ RHONE-POULENC
AMENITY

Rhdne-Poulenc Amenity, Fyfield Road, Ongar, Essex CM5 OHW. Telephone 01277 301115 Fax 01277 301119.
CLOVOTOX AND SUPERTOX 30 CONTAIN MECOPROP-P. ALWAYS READ THE LABEL : USE PESTICIDES SAFELY. (MAFF 05354 & 09102)
CLOVOTOX AND SUPERTOX ARE TRADEMARKS OF RHONE-POULENC AGRICULTURE LTD. © RHONE-POULENC AGRICULTURE LTD 1998.
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Ad Ref 73

Satisfied customers:

“Every forward thinking golf club should have a Juno
in their workshop, a truly excellent machine”.
Mr Mark Jones, Head Greenkeeper, Preston Golf Club

“Hunter’s relief grinding is far superior to anything
| have ever seen, each blade cuts true, the savings
are substantial and the cost is minimal”.
Mr Roger Shaw, Course Manager, Ramside Hall
Golf & Country Club, County Durham

“Our sole plates/bottom blades are now lasting between
2-3 times longer than when we were spin ginding”.
Mr Philip Baldock, Head Greenkeeper,
The Royal Portrush Golf Club, County Antrim

“It is the best piece of machinery this course has ever invested
in, a fine machine that | would recommend to anyone”.
Mr John Bashford, Head Greenkeeper of the Green Hotel
Golf Course, The Kinross Estate

“A quality machine that gives a superb finish
to our cylinders, and saves money”.
Mr Derek Green, Head Greenkeeper,
Royal Liverpool Golf Club

Cut service costs!

Improve cutting standards!
Reduce wasted downtime!

Both machines will grind both cylinder and bottom blade.

Both have water coolant - no heat, no dust. Both will

accurately ‘relief’ angle grind. Both can ‘in-situ’ grind.

Both guaranteed to grind cylinders totally parallel.

AN

Jupiter. 42" capacity mower cylinder
and bottom blade grinding machine.
A truly ‘precision’ grinder, built to
last half a century. Totally automatic
and water cooled. Used and pre-
ferred by professionals.

Wellingbrough Golf Club

West Herts Golf Club

West Lancs Golf Club

West Sussex Golf Club

Weymouth Golf Club

Whitefield Golf Club

Windlesham Golf Club

\ Wolstanton Golf Club

\ Worplesdon Golf Club

Worcestershire Golf Club
The Wynyard Club

New customers
Beamish Golf Club

St Mellion Golf Club
Lutterworth Golf Club
Richmond Golf Club
Woodhall Spa Golf Club
Kirby Moorside Golf Club
Ringway Golf Club
Rochdale Golf Club

Norton Golf Club
The Belfry
Eaglescliffe Golf Club
L Yoevil Golf Club
Juno 36”. Will accommodate every Arbroath Golf Club
f i o+ | tti Cams Hall Golf Club
make and type of professional cutting  peutsche Golf Gmbh (Germany)
cylinder and bedknife. Can ‘in-situ’ Formby Hall Golf & Country Club
Hever Golf & Country Club
grind many greensmower reels. Old Head Golf Links (Co Cork)
Hoo Rhondda Golf Club
Water cooled (eliminates dust and Rother Valley Goll Course
heat), simple and fast. Spa Golf Club

The Istand Golf Club (Dublin)
West Meon Golf & Country Club :
Royal Troon Golf Club

Manufacturers of Precision Grinding Machinery

Royal Winchester Golf Club
—— Rochford Hundred Golf Club
Full trai ning Burton-on-Trent Golf Club
= Clandeboye Golf Club
course with Forest Hill Golf Ciub i
all machines Henley Golf Club }
McDonald Golf Club
Pyrford Golf Club
Rhuddian Golf Club
Royal Burgess Golfing Society of Edinburgh
The Royal Malta Golf Club (Malta)
South Shields Golf Club




Roland Taylor looks at how best to kit out a workshop
to ensure it gives you best value for money...

A mower has gone down at a criti-
cal time, the club has a major match
planned for the next day, so the
course has to be in pristine condi-
tion. You have contacted your local
dealer’s service department who said
they will get someone out to you as
soon as possible. It was, however,
intimated that they were extremely
busy, so cannot give a definite time
when their man will arrive.

In such a scenario how you must
wish you had the same facilities as
the greenkeeper who sat next to you
at the last BTME seminar. He had
his own workshops and service tech-
nician to maintain and repair his
equipment. He also had a lot of
machinery so could justify the costs
involved in setting up such an oper-
ation.

For many greenkeepers this type of
full-blown operation is not a viable
proposition. However, there are cer-
tain steps everyone can take to keep
equipment in good working order.
While not providing the opportuni-
ty for an in-house major overhaul, a
regular servicing programme will
contribute considerably to a smooth
operation and reduce the risk of
unwanted breakdowns.

To do the job properly may require
some initial investment. An outside
hard surface with some form of
drainage is needed for cleaning
down machinery. Mowers work in a
hostile environment and a build-up
of dust, grass clippings and mud can
cause overheating of the machine’s

engines and hydraulic drives.
Performance and efficiency go out
the window and the risk of trouble
escalates very quickly. Cleaning
down, has another advantage, it
enables you to inspect the machine
for any signs of damage or potential
problems, such as fractured welds,
chafing hoses, missing nuts and
bolts or oil seepage.

A pressure washer is ideal for car-
rying out the job fast, and there are
plenty on the market to choose
from. Electric motor, petrol and
diesel models are available with
prices ranging from approximately
£400 up to £3500 for electrically
powcrct}. cold water versions. Petrol
and diesel units are priced between
£1200 - £4000.

An inside area should be specifical-
ly set-aside for carrying out
maintenance, this could be a cor-
doned off part of the machinery
store. There needs to be plenty of
light and space to work round equip-
ment. All the necessary tools and
lubricants should be readily avail-

able.
Health & Safety and Fire
Regulations need taking into

account when setting up such a
working area.

Although servicing can be carried
out without one, some form of lift-
ing workbench is worth the
investment. Scrabbling around on a
cold cement floor is no fun and get-
ting to some parts of the machine
will be difficult. It is far easier to
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work on raised up equip-
ment. The addition of a
hydraulic ~ workbench
also eliminates the risk
of back injury through
having to lift smaller
machines on to a static
bench.

Other useful items are
oil drainage trays, bat-
tery charger and a small
compressor. When it
comes to tools, having
the right one to hand
does help to speed up
the operation. A full set of spanners
and sockets are a ‘must’ plus any
special tools for a specific machine
are well worth buying.

Naturally, keeping mowers sharp
and correctly set is also part of the
programme and the budget may not
go to a cylinder and bottom bed
grinders, so a specialist workshop
has to be used.

Most modern ride-on mowers
have the facility for back-lapping the
cutting units. For machines where
this is not available there are
portable back-lappers. These are
electrically-driven and the outlet dri-
ves are adjustable to suit most
makes of mower. One of these will
set you back between £750 to
£1000 and it does mean you can
quickly put a cutting edge back.

Another useful piece of equipment
is a bottom blade facer. The front
face of a mower’s bottom blade is
vulnerable to damage and wear. As a

result, the quality of the cut is affect-
ed. There are now units available
that precision-grind a front edge in
approximately one minute. They are
priced from £299.

For those courses that have the
resources, facilities and staff for an
in-house cylinder and bottom blade
grinder there are distinct advan-
tages, especially relating to a
machine’s downtime. There are two
systems to consider - spin or relief
angle grinding. Each has its pros and
cons, so before deciding it is worth
having a demonstration. The price
range will be in the region of £5250
to £11,750 depending on the
model. It is worth keeping an eye
out for second-hand units.

At the beginning we talked about
setting up a maintenance pro-
gramme. Details of each machine’s
requirements will be covered in the
user’s manual. As a rough guide the
following will need carrying out:

0il changes.
Cleaning or replacing air filters.
Checking hydraulic fluid levels.

Checking the tension of any
chain or belt drives.

Resetting cutting units or
backlapping if necessary.

Greasing where necessary.

Inspecting Hydraulic hoses for
signs of leakage or chafing.

Safety guards for damage.

Plus any other requirements as
laid down by the manufacturer.

Observation can avoid a lot of has-
sle later. By spotting a potential
problem enr[_v. action can be taken to
avoid a major one occurring.

Depending on how often the
equipment is used will determine
the servicing cycle. For mowers it
will probably be once a week during
the cutting season.

In addition, the engine oil and
hydraulic fluid levels should be
checked every time the machine is
used.

Servicing can be assigned to a
member of staff or the operator.
Most suppliers will instruct those
responsible for looking after equip-
ment on the procedures, at the time
of its delivery. For those that have
full time mechanics there are manu-
facturers’ service schools available.

Having a servicing area and oper-
ating a planned maintenance
programme pays dividends. Well-
maintained machinery is less likely
to cause problems. It operates more
cost effectively and produces a bet-
ter performance, plus, when it
comes to replacement, its residual
value may well be higher.

From little acorns come mighty
oaks - one day you might have a full
in-house workshop like your neigh-
bour at that BTME seminar.



