- ROTORS
FOR TEES, GREENS
AND FAIRWAYS

Sports Ground Irrigation Co. 01386-41212

Autoflow Systems 01603-759701
LT 600/650 I.S.S. Aquaturf Systems 01725-513880
LT 700/750 LT 500/550 Irrigation Scotland Ltd 0131-333-5495
Hunter Golf Rotors feature Check-O-Matic, N.O. Hydraulic or B
Electric Valve-in-Head with Pressure Regulation * Adjustable Arcs or g
Full Circle = PureFlow™ Valve System = Five-Year Warranty &
Hunter:
l'l The Irrigation Innovators
b
€C€IT’S NO GOOD ASKING A SEED
Maybe not the average seed company. But then, e And we provide expert advice on every aspect of turf
Oliver is no average seed company. management. So the balls may be hooked, hacked,
We combine seven decades of specialisation in grass kicked or m‘“h"d,' but with our seed and our know-
mixtures with all the experience and resources of the how, the grass can’t be beaten.
Cebeco Group, one of Europe’s leading plant breeders. Tll I«.f For your free copy of this season’s Oliver Turf
We offer seed blends of unrivalled purity and perfor- M a na o-e_ lne nt Management catalogue, phone or fax today - or just
mance, plus the Cebeco Nutri range of fertilisers. o ask us to come and see you, on your own turf. 2
=
E:

Oliver Seeds Ltd, North Cliff House, North Carlton, Lincoln LN1 2RP Tel: 01522 730836 Fax: 01522 731069
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So trustworthy,

Over the last fifteen years,

greenkeepers and groundsmen have
come to rely on good old Super

Mosstox.

Always effective and reliable, Super
Mosstox just gets straight on with
the job of controlling moss - on fine

turf or hard surface areas.

And it's just as good today as it's

always been. So when moss makes

an unwelcome comeback, just

remember faithful old Fido. It won't

let you down.

e RHONE-POULENC

2
g AMENITY
Rhane-Poulenc Ameniy, Fyfeld Road, Ongar, Essex CHS OHW. Telephone 01277 301115 _Fax 01277 301119,
SUPER HOSSTOK CONTAINS DICHLOROPHEN, MOSSTO 5 A REGISTERED TRADEMARK OF RHONE-POULENC AGRCUTURE LTD

ALWAYS READ THE LABEL : USE PESTICIDES SAFELY. (MAFF 05339) © RHONE-POULENC AGRICULTURE LTD 1998,



Terry Ryan, Sales and Marketing Director of Rolawn (Turf
Growers) Ltd, charts a course to the top ten questions every
turf grower must answer. Straight in at number ten...

British greenkeepers and Course Managers have always been an inventive and adaptable
group. These days their broad based skills are being enhanced with improved training. This
has lead to the development of the professional greenkeeper/manager who is capable of
tackling an increasing number of projects on the course.

It is now customary for Head Greenkeepers and Course Managers to have responsibility
for controlling budgets which represent large amounts of expenditure for their individual
clubs. Whether it’'s Wentworth or Worksop the principle is the same and the pressure is
on to deliver value for money and a golf course that can take year round play in its stride.

September 1998 Greenkeeper International 33



ra‘ﬁm%} 1 11C 111

%BA C,
%M‘g

If you choose turf make sure of value
for money and a result that will get you
noticed by the greens committee and
club members for all the right reasons

ALL YEAR
ROUND
UALLTY TURY

Ad Ref 435

Ad Ref 538

Guaranteed -

No netting used in the production of our turf

SALES HOTLINES

Tel: 01603 746229
Fax: 01603 746243
Mob: 0850 752744

TGA APPROVED
TURF AVAILABLE

SOVEREIGN TURF LIMITED

FIR TREE FARM - BLAXHALL -

WOODBRIDGE IP12 2DX

18%

solutions
at your

fingertips

High quality seed mixtures, allied to the full spectrum of

fertilisers and chemicals, provide the building blocks for a top

quality turf. Sound technical advice from experienced

professionals and an approach that looks at the cause rather

than the effect, are comhined to make

Green Pride a refreshingly new supplier to the amenity trade.

%7 Green Pride

SPECIALIST

Odder Farmhouse, Saxilby Road, Burton, Lincoln LN| 2BB
04584

(") 01522 703772 mxois27
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AMENITY PRODUCTS

To convey my idea of what con-
stitutes value for money | invite
you to invest five minutes and play
a little game. You might learn some-
thing that will stand you in good
stead for the rest of your career. Jot
down on a piece of p: iper the names
of ten famous companies. They can
be from any industry from retailing
to airlines. You decide. My only
condition is that they must be
famous and highly respected. Who
is on your list? I put down Marks
and Spencer, Virgin, BMW,
Kentucky Fried Chicken (well I do
spend a lot of time on the road),
Tetleys (surprise, surprise), Shell,
Ford, Sainsburys, Kodak and Sony;

Now ask yourself this... what
stands out about these companies,
what is it that they all have in com-
mon? Despite their very different
backgrounds and industries, they
have a common LII.‘Q“H(}_‘U]N}‘IIIK‘ fea-
ture. Of course they are all instant-
ly recognisable, respected by their
customers and they are profitable.
So it's more than fame and fortune
that links them.

If you are stumped the answer
appears at the end of this article.

I have regularly been asked by
gru‘nkc;lwn what is the best way
to identity good quality turf for use
on greens and trees. Like most
greenkeeping professionals the
questioners usually have a copy of
the current STRI turfgrass seed
guide close at hand. This is because
they recognise that it is an invalu-
able aid that makes an excellent
starting point,

Sometimes even the obvious
needs stating, so my first trip is to
read the section on page two head-
ed “using turfgrass seed 1998".
This section states “cultivars at the
top of each list my not be the best
cu]]ii\'an'_\' for every use”. Bear
mind also that, whilst they do test
individual cultivars extensively,
even the STRI don't test mixtures
made up of different seed types and
that the turf you buy will usually
contain at ]td‘-l two LU[U\ irs in th’
case of greens’ turf, and usually at
least four in the case of tees turf,

Having made these points it
would be an unwise greenkeeper
who did not actively seek out turf
with seed types which are ]m,h[\'
rated by the STRI. My point is that
if you decide to use turf you will
not be buying seed alone.

Whether to use seed or turf on a
golf course depends on many vari-
ables such as application, the time
available, the budget, and the best
way to achieve your objective. As
we all know top qu.il]l\ turf at the
right price will get your green or tee
back into play far sooner than seed.
However poor qu ality turf that fails
to perform is a highly visible and
costly mistake. So you should cer-
tainly be price conscious but don't
ever buy turf on price alone.

At first it may seem that there is
no contest between seed and turf
when it comes to price. In our
industry no two situations are the
same but you won't be surprised to
learn that 1 slmn‘r.‘l\ believe that
cultivated turf has a strong case
when it comes to cost. Getting a tee
or green into pl.'n}' months (perhaps
a year) sooner is a genuine and
demonstrable benefit to any club
competing for golfers green fees
and especially to one where compe-
titions and society days are a regu-
lar source of income. This may be
obvious to vou and me, but how
often is this point actually dis-
cussed in committee?

As well as needing many months
less time to come into play, turf
also needs less water to gL’l estab-
lished than seed. Immediately after
installation the water requirements
of both options are much the same.
However, in most cases (other than
drought) turf only needs light
watering for the subsequent three
weeks or so. This is because grass
blades shade bare soil from the sun
thereby minimising evaporation
which is considerable in warm (let
alone hot) weather. This shading
effect leaves much more of the
water for its intended use.
Cultivated turf can also win what-
ever the time of year because if
offers the option of year round



Terry Ryan,

Sales and Marketing
Director of Rolawn
(Turf Growers) Ltd

installation, even on frozen ground
(however) this is not recommended
when the ground is frozen to a
deth of 50 millimetres or more).

It's also worth bearing in mind
that cultivated turf is capable of
accepting heavy rain without ero-
sion or damage. This could be very
important to those golf courses
with a large number of raised tees.
With up to 90% of the weight of a
grass p]um in its roots, turf is an
efficient erosion prevention materi-
al. It seems odd to spend money on
expensive root zone material and
incur labour costs then take the risk
of it being washed away by heavy
rain. Especially when there are
members waiting to play and soci-
eties wanting to part with cash.

Uniformity in the finished sward
is also impﬂrt:mt. Turf has a head
start here because you can visit the
turf farm and see for yourself what
the finished seed mixtures will look
like. Most cultivated turf producers
should be able to provide you with
turf that has 99 to 100% uniformi-
ty. If you are considering spt.ndmk‘;
hundreds, even thousands o
pounds on turf, make it a golden
rule to visit the turf farm, this is
because just like wine makers turf
growers are subject to the forces of
nature and not every year is a vin-
tage year. Samples are fine as a gen-
eral indicator but there is no sub-
stitute for walking on a full field or
two to evaluate what it is that you
will actually be buying and living
with for very many years.

If you choose turf make sure of
value for money and a result that
will get you noticed by the greens
committee and club members for
all the right reasons.

The answer to the famous names
game? The one thing they all
have in common is that none of
them is renowned for being the
cheapest company of their kind.
Just one of the best.

So here they are, the ten key
questions every turf
must at

If they

can’t answer

think about spending that pre-
cious budget elsewhere,

. How old is the turf you are
offering me? (the correct
answer is 12 to 18 months
- old turf is bad turf)

. How can you prove to
me what the age of
your turf is?

. Can you give me a certifi-
cate from an independent
source to prove that the
seeds you use have been
tested for purity?

. What are the names of the
cultivars that you have
sown in your turf and in
what proportions have
they been sown?

. What is your estimate of
the proportions of each
grown species in the fin-
ished turf, how does this
relate to what you have
sown and how can you
verify this?

. What is the soil type that
the turf has been grown on
and what is its pH?

. Can | have an independent
analysis of both the soil
type and the pH?

. Can | visit your production
fields at short notice? (The
easy answer is “yes", if it
is say “fine | will see you in
the morning then").

. When you arrive at the turf
farm and walk on to the
turf... ask on what date
the turf was last fed and
what with - important this -
if you want to anticipate
the turfs immediate
requirements in its new
location.

10. Can you take me through
your guality control pro-
cedures? (Here you are
looking for things like
product traceability,
detailed records of main-
tenance and feeding etc.
and some form of inde-
pendent testing).

FTOWeT
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PUTTING

OIL TECHNOLOGY

N THE RIGHT

COURSE

Uniform size of
particles is essential
in resisting
compaction.

Consistency of the growing medium is the key to superior greens
and tees, which is why Rufford place such importance on the
uniform particle size and the quality of all our sand/soil products

from Rootzone mixes to
Top-dressing mediums.

With Rufford you know they must
be the best, because

@ Materials are constantly checked.

@ All dressings are heat treated.

® Uniform particle size.
@ Soil analysis service.

Call us today and find

out why greenkeepers

throughout the country
rely on Rufford

Jor quality and service
second to none.

ENGLAND & WALES

Tel: 01260 281801

SCOTLAND

Tel: 01324 714477

® Guaranteed quality.

® Professional advice.

Of course, achieving such consistently high
quality products is only possible when the
technical aspects of each sand/soil mix is under
the tightest control. Again an area in which Rufford is uniquely
qualified, not only operating our own quarries,

but with in-house laboratories constantly monitoring their output.

Top “Fine,medium

“and coarse

Wide range, for
bunkers to greens
Rootzone Standard U.S.G.A. or

Mix  made to order mixes

Screened  Fully screened and

Soil shredded
Divot  Especially blended for g
| tees & fairway divoting

RUFFORD
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Tough on turf

disease

7 Rapid contact action. i .

|
& [

1 Immediately effective against a wide range k :
of turf diseases including Fusarium patch, 4
Red thread, and Dollar spot. &
21 Will not scorch or damage turf.
. ;-:ff
M Unigue rainfast formulation allows 1 o S sty - #
application all year round but especially i ORIl G BROAD )
useful during the cooler months. o illee =
M Available in 1 litre and new 5 litre containers. i a3
W The No 1. choice for turf professionals for
over 11 years. £ N i
L |

NOW
AVAILABLE
' IN 5L
CANS

@ RHONE-POULENC
2

Rhdne-Poulenc Amenity, Fyfield Road, Ongar, Essex CM5 OHW. Telephone 01277 30
ROVRAL GREEN CONTAINS IPRODIONE. READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE

WA
CANIFREEY
CEE

For details of your nearest Rhone-Poulenc distributor, call 01277 301116



Keeping in touch with news and comment from the Sections

West of Scotland
Well hello a ain, and after a few

months of nothing, I'm back. Sorry
about the absenc'c ut there wasn't a
lot happening out there. There are a
few things to bring to your attention
this month though.

At the recent Scottish Outing over
West Kilbride, the West Section tried
in vain to retain their team trophy
and although a reasonable turnout
was evident, their performances were
distinctly below par. Ayrshire came
out easy winners, so maybe next year.

Jim Paton and his staff g)roduccd a
very fine course, plenty of rough and
out-of-bounds to which 1 fell foul.
Thanks are extended to him for his
efforts and the clubhouse staff for
attending to our needs. Thanks also
to the members of West Kilbride for
extending courtesy of the course to
the greenkeeping fellowship. Special
mention must go to Peter Boyd for his
hard work on the day compl'ctm%{hc
cards, starting and booking in. Well
done Peter.

A new piece of news as well, my

ia\'mg partner on the d.:l\" was Elliot

Small and we had an excellent game.
] then discovered his new role due to
the resignation of George Brown as
Vice Chairman of BIGGA because of
work commitments. Elliot is now the
new Vice Chairman. Congratulations
and | hope everything goes well for
him. This year sees the retirement
of another prominent member of
the Association in Jim Nielson,
Murrayfield Golf Club. Jim is at pre-
sent the Chairman of the Scottish

ion and has been Past Chairman
Secretary of the East Section. I
Imf)c: he enjoys his retirement and his
%(e: f now. Best Wishes from the West
ction

Now for Section business. The out-
ing at Cathcart may well have passed
by the time this reaches you - if not
it is September 10 and entries
should be high as this is a new venue.
I'm sure Robert Hogarth and his
staff will be working all hours to have
the course in trim, but it depends on
the weather though, and I hope it is
better than recently. The five-a-side
tournament will have passed by now
and a report will be in next month.
Tickets for the Annual Dinner at
Victoria's will be available at the
Autumn outing - placu are restricted
to 60 and a £5 deposit is required. A
different venue and format is
planned so come along and enjoy
yourself. The AGM for the section
will be earlier this year although a
date has not been set. Early October
is likely: A game’s night will follow as
usual so be sure to come I(mg as it
is usually a good night. That’s every-
thing folks.

Stuart Taylor

North

Yet another three new members to
the Section this month. We welcome
Michael Carson, Caird Park; lan
Cowper, Tain, and George Clubb from
Rof‘ Domoch. That is all five of my
staff as members now, so anyone wit
non-members at their course get
working on them as I did, they don’t
know what they are missing unless
you tell them.

The two lucky winners of the
Patron’s Award this year are Stuart
H()gg, Fortrose, and Ross Macleod,
Tain, They win an expenses paid trip
to BTME 1999 next January. All they
had to do was attend more BIGGA
events than other members, so next
year it could be you if you attend
events in the Section, jon and
Nationwide. The first event to count
was this month's Autumn outing at
Alford, and the next one is the
Section AGM at Moray GC,
Lossiemouth on Thursday October
29 with golf laid on before hand,
details will be sent out nearer the
time. Another counting event will be
the Section One-Day Conference, on
Wednesday, November 25, at
Craibstone, Aberdeen, Speakers lined
up are Carol Borthwick, Elmwood
College, on the role of the Assessor,
Maurice Gray, SAC Craibstone, on
the new golf course they have just
built, Lizgﬂwm an Archaeologist, a
Representative from Envirogreen on
the safe disposal of Pesticides etc, a
Representative from Green-Releaf™
on beneficial microbes and how they
can be utilised to assist the green-
keeper produce first class conditions,
and, last but not least, one of our
Scottish members is going to take us
through the history of greenkeeper
associations in Scotland. A wide and
varied programme I am sure you will
agree. The cost for the day, including
lunch and coffee, has not been set yet
but should be under £20 for BIGGA
members, a bargain or what! We
need a good turnout for this event to
avoid losin money, so please come
along .m% bring your Greens
Convener, etc. Details will be in the
post shortly or the programme and
entry form will be in the October
magazine, so let’s make a great day of
it. Finally, if anyone has seen the
Summer, please tell it to come up
North for a while!

lain Macleod

Ayrshire

The Autumn outing has been con-
firmed for Loudoun Golf Club on
Tuesday September 22 at a cost of
£16.00. The day will consist of the
usual format of morning coffee, Texas
scramble, lunch, afternoon medal
completed with high tea and presen-
tation of prizes. Derek Wilson is on
hand to accept your entry, he can be
contacted on 01294 276177 so get
your entry in for an enjoyable day.

As [ pen these notes I] am presentlv
clearing out my desk at Beith Golf
Club after enjoying a two week hand
over period mth my old colleague

from Routenburn Golf Club,
Marshall Sloss.
I'm sure Marshall will continue to

further develop the course at Beith

" and our best wishes go to him in his

new position. I am movmg back over
the lI:;}IBU road this time to the
Kelburn course with Largs Golf Club.
I am thoroughly looking forward to
meeting some old and new acquain-
tances in Largs and the challenge that
awaits me in my new position.

I send my apologies to Mark
McBride at Beith Golf Club that 1
was unable to attend the Beith out-
ing there due to my job move. I look
forward to catching up with you soon
Mark.

Next month’s notes will be from
our Chairman, Jim Paton. He can be
contacted on 01294 823210. I shall
be somewhere on the island of
Minorca. What did you say! New job
and foreign holiday as well. I'm glad
my wife had it all booked prior to my
a\pp()ianent. See you soon.

lain Barr.

Norlhern Fleguon

North West

I can't let this month's news go by
without mentioning The Open at
Royal Birkdale. This must be one of
the best Open venues for viewing and
with the removal of many pine trees
and scrub, this has improved the
course immensely. The course was in
perfect condition, with slick greens
cut at 1/8th inch, firm but receptive.
The fairways were exceptionally green
for the time of the year, (due to the
excessive amount of rain) and how
nice it was to see them cut in tradi-
tional style, lengthwise, instead of
looking like a ]_Fatlcrncd quilt. Chris
Whittle, the Head Greenkeeper and
his staff, worked hard on creating the
rough which had been allowed to
grow, creating a further hazard for the
players and making the fairways look
narrower than they were.

The course proved itself in more
ways than one. Firstly, none of the
players ran away with exceptional
scores, which provcd the difficulty of
the course. Secondly, and most impor-
tantly, the course stood up to the
heavy rain that we had for three of the
days. The greens showed no signs of
flooding, even though squeegees were
at the ready and this can only reflect

the great work done by Chris and his
staff in preparing the course to perfec-
tion. I would like to thank the

Greenkeeping Support Team for their
help, especially the %l}'s who turned
out early for raking bunkers and the
guys who stayed late for divoting,
Steve H()pk1m is on the move from
Knutsford GC. Steve will be takin
over as Head Greenkeeper at Stan
GC in September when Eric Palin
retires after, I believe, about 35 years.

o

Just a reminder that we have the
Autumn Tournament at Dean Wood
GC, on Thursday September 17. You
will need to register no later than
September 10. Any entries after this
date will not be accepted. All entries
including a cheque for £15 must be
sent to Bill Merritt, 225 Utting
Avenue, Walton, Liverpool 14 9RB,
Lunch will be served between
12noon-1pm. The tee is available
from 1.30pm and tee times will be
allocated on the day: That's it for now,
any news or queries ring me on 0151
724 5412,

Bert Cross.

Cleveland

Once again very little news for last
month. Brancepeth GC Green ke
ers’ shed was broken into and £9,000
of gear was stolen. The thieves stole
the gear at 2.45pm on a very sunny
afternoon. Of course, the police said

ou can forget about getting any of it

k. Now there's faith in the system.
Up here the police are still looking for
Dick Turpin. On a much lighter note,
congratulations to Roger Shaw,
Course Manager at Ramside GC and .
his lovely wife Olwyn, on the birth Uf
their second child; a little baby |
who is called Helen and is a healthy
7lb 14. She'll make a nice plavrmte
for Andrew. Both mother and daugh-
ter are fine. Roger told me there will
be no more now. Of course this was
said in confidence but I know it will
go no further Just don’t mention
shears when he’s there.

Well the next time you read my col-
umn we will have layed our Autumn
Tournament whicﬁ is at Teesside GC
on October 13, tee off time 10am. [
hope some one will have some news
for me, as its hard enough trying to
find something to write about,

Kevin (Scoop) Heslop

North Wales

Summer, what's all that about then!
It's now the beg[inning of August and
I think we've all had drier winters, |
think my mowers have done the
equivalent of two seasons cutting this
year, | haven't used the irrigation
except to see if it still works. Wettin
agents? I need drying agents!
Fusarium on the greens in July and
August, well there’s a novelty, I mean
I've been in the profession 25 years
and never witnessed that before. The
only “furse” I usually see on the
greens at this time of year is ex-police
on index-linked disability pension!
Ooh er social comment!

As you can most probably tell, 1
ain't got much to write about this
month, no one’s been in touch with
any information except the Welsh
College. In line with GTC policy for
personnel development the college
will be offering guidance and suppon
to mature experienced greenkeepers
mshmg to progress to Level
enable a higher level of work !lal.mz
assessment. This course W‘Ollll b('
specifically designed for the individ-
ual greenkeeper to bring forward evi-
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Keeping in touch with news and comment from the Sections

dence from the work place for accred-
itation of prior learning. Anyone
interested should contact either Phil
Davies or Graham Wright at the col-
lege on 01352 841000,

ell, I'm on hulida}* next month so
don't expect any Section news, unless
there is anything really important. As
you read this I'll be in an alcoholic
haze somewhere in Ibiza, Now
where're my wellies. See ya.

Dave Goodridge

Northern

Due to the original President’s Day
Tournament having to be cancelled
due to inclement weather, another
date and venue was soon arranged by
the Section’s President, Mr Mel Guy.
The competition was eventually

layed on July 29 at South Leeds.

1e weather once again started miser-
ably with rain for the first few groups
going out. Eventually the rain cleared
up and the sun managed to show its
face at times,

The results for the day were as fol-
lows; Division 1, 1. Richard Harris; 2.
Dave Collins; 3. Glynn Hewitt.
Division 2, 1. Robin Smith; 2. John
Waite; 3. Alan Baxter, Division 3, 1.
Richard Smith (winner of the Bill
Mountain Trophy); 2. Andrew Smith;
3. Jim Brown. Trade Prize, 1. Andy
Law. Many thanks to Mel for arrang-
ing the competition and also for sort-
ing out the prize table. Thanks to
everyone for playing at such short
notice and making it into such an
enjoyable day.

nly the Winter golf on December
9 at Keighley Golf Club remains to be
played. This will be followed by our
Annual General Meeting. Anyone
wishing to book a place please contact
me in good time, as these will be lim-
ited. Anyone with any information
from within the section please
contact me at | Cockley Meadows,
Kirkheaton, Huddersfield, HD5 OLA
or phone on 0411 601420 or 01484
317813,

Simon Heppenstall

\Midland Region

ter

Midland Region Seminar
Midland Region Seminar,
November 18, 1998 will be held at
Mentmore Golf & Country Club,
near Leighton Buzzard, cuml"ntncing
at 9am. The programme and atten-
dance applications will be sent to
BIGGA members in the Midland
Region inside this issue of
Greenkeeper International magazine.
If members want additional copies
of the programme or do not get a
copy, please advise the Midland
Regional Administrator. The speakers
and subjects will be; Eddie Seaward,
Head Groundsman at Wimbledon
Lawn Tennis & Croquet Club,
Preparing ~ Wimbledon;  Billy
38 G
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McMillan, Course Manager -
Wildwood Golf Club, A Golf Course
from Seed to Play; John Farrington,
Bailey’s of Norfolk - Soil Analyst, Soil
Analysis in relation to production of
compatible turf dressing; John
Westrope, Groundscare Manager -
Farming & ;\grimhural Finance Ltd,
Budgeting for New Machinery; John
Mullins, Supaturf - Regional Sales
Manager, Water Munagement; Steve
Lucas, European Product Manager -
Fulcrum, Bacteria in the soil; Jon
Allbutt, Health & Safety Expert, Risk
Assessment - Where diﬂwwe 0
wrong?; Tracey Maddison, BIGGA
Membership ~ Services  Officer,
Membership Services Explained.
Peter Larter

BB&O

The summer golf day at the
Oxfordshire sponsored by Avoncrop
Amenity Projjucts proved very suc-
cessful despite our continued bad
luck with the weather. Although
David was kind enough to allow us
to play from the normal tees of the
day, Brian was not so fﬂrgiving
with some of his pin placements
causing me much embarrassment!
Somebody once told me you should
never laugh at another golfer’s poor
shots, Well obviously my playing
partners. Adrian, Brett & Vincent
don’t abide by this unwritten law
because they were almost crying
with laughter as I attempted to finish
out on the 10th. Having almost
holed my second shot from the fair-
way a solid par looked odds on, how-
ever, four putts later a 6 was the out-
come | actually three putted from
inside a foot! Despite my own mis-
fortune there were some great scores

osted and the eventual winner shot

7 gross which was fantastic golf in
the testing conditions; 1. Paul Young,
37pts, 2. David Gower, 36pts (last
seen riding a horse & wearing a som-
brero)! 3. John Scoones, 3lpts‘ 4,
Justin Lee (speaks fluent Mexican)?
5. Jim Payne, L.D Paul Young, NP
13th Peter Critchley (superb golf
shot over the water), NP 18th Bob
Woodward. Wooden  Spoon,
Matthew Pullen (Pts \\-'ithheﬁd to
save blushes), Best Trade, Tim
Webb.

Many thanks to the Oxfordshire
for their hospitality shown on the
day. The course was fantastic as
always which is great credit to David
Gower and his team. The food was
second to none, thanks to Penny for
organising the menu, it rtall)" was
first class.

Finally, many thanks to Colin
White from Avoncro Amenity for
providing all the f;ibul];us prizes, not
only to the winners but every com-
petitor was given a keepsake to
remember the day, that was a nice
touch indeed. Next event is at
Harleyford (Marlow) on October 1.

Lindsay Anderson

Midland
The summer tournament proved

to be a great success, held at the
Wrekin Golf Club which was a very
demanding course with, in some
cases, amazing undulating country-
side and views over Shropshire to
match. The course was in great
shape and many thanks go to all the
greenkeeping staff. The evenin
meal was a real feast and 1 coul
safely say it was the best meal the
Midland” Section has received in a

very long time. Again many thanks
to all the members of staff.

The results are as follows- 1.
(Gross) Mike Hughes. 1. (Nett)
Vince Lee; 2. Rod Hunter; 3. John
Hooper; 4. Mike Gash. John
Mullins, of Supaturf, won the near-
est the pin - he was the only person
to get the ball on the green(

The planned trip to the Massey
Ferguson went ahead and 19 green-

For the past 20 years the Verti-Drain
range of aerators from Charterhouse has

led the world market.

With its unique, patented ‘heave’
action it has outsold and outperformed all

its competitors.
And still does.

The range is the largest available
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who wishes to pl

the Christmas tournament on the
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tournament. 7 3 i

It is with great sadness that I have
to inform all the members of the

Trafford passed aw
after a fight against cancer,

Irafford will be remembered as a
great man with a massive sense of

mour to match. He was serving
Chairman of the Section and had
given many years of service to the
Midland Section and to Maxstoke
Park where he has left behind many
dear friends. Everyone who knew
him will find this news a great loss
and on behalf of the Midland
Section [ would like to send our
sympathy to his family and friends
at this time, Thank you Trafford for

all the amusement and commit-
ment _\_-"(‘]ll h'cl\-"t‘ E‘;i\"(‘.‘n grt‘enkt:(:pl:rs
of the Midland Region.

Finally, 1 will introduce some
more new members- Michael
Milinczuk, Stephen Marsden,
Michael James, Trevor Smith,
Jerence Finney, Shaun Sutton,
Sally Doherty and Christopher
Sti]g{}e. )

Jonathan Wood

LL

anywhere, with an aerator to suit virtually
every application, from a football field to
a golf green.

However, it seems there are bandits
on the horizon.

Copycat manufacturers and
plagiarists, pirating our concepts and

king spurious claims,

Don't be taken in.

Chances are that any aerator other
than a genuine Verti-Drain won't be built
as well, won't do the job as well, nor hold
its resale value as well.

Daon't put your investment at risk.

Specify Verti-Drain from
Charterhouse.

The only aerator that lives up to
its name.
Contact us now on 01428 661222

for a demonstration or more information.

Charterhouse Turf Ma
Weydown Industrial Estate, We
Road, Haslemere, Surrey, GU27
Tel: 01428 661222, Fax: 01+
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Keeping in touch with news and comment from the Sections

South West
and South Wales
Paula Humphrie

Devon & Cornwall

With the summer drawing to a
close, our thoughts turn to our
Autumn and Winter meeting pro-

ramme which starts with the
iotfws meeting at Saunton Golf
Club on chnt-sdd\, October 14. The
morning's g.;ll oompttmun will be a
singles Stableford for the D.O. Hunt
Trophy. For our non playing members
there will be the usual course walk
which will leave the club house at
approximately 10.30am. Lunch will
be from Ipm followed by our after-
noon educational talk with the golf
presentation and a short (_'ompan\'
presentation by Roffeys, our day's
sponsor, Lonrludmg the day:

As in previous years the Section will
hold r.l!lﬁts at its October, December
& March meetings with the first prize
at our October raffle being a pair of
Hi-Tec golf shoes. Please note the
changes to our meeting programme
listed below; 1. Golfing members to
receive starting times before meeting
with a draw for partners being intro-
duced to avoid same old groups play-

ing together. This will be done for all
meetings including foursome compe-
titions etc. 2. Company & Golf pre-
sentation to conclude the day; 3. A
levy of £2 will be added to each entry
received after the closing date; 4. As
some members have problems paying
before meetings, they will be able to
continue to pay on the day without
being levied as long as the entry has
been received before the closing date.

Any member who doesn’t attend
after entering will be invoiced if no
payment is received.

Rq_,mndl educational  dates;
November 25, Regional Seminar to
be held at Cannington College. For
more  details contact  Paula
Humphries on 01363 82777,

December 8-9, Golf Course Design
to be held at Borringdon Hall Hotel,
Plymouth. For more details contact
Ken Richardson, BIGGA HQ on
01347 838581. January 19-22,
Region’s trip to BTME at Harrogate.
For more details contact Paula
Humphries on 01363 82777. You
should have rCLLi\ ed our new fixture
card which has once apain been
kindly sponsored by P | ?Ing_ The
fixture card has dates of all our forth-
coming events,

If you haven't received yours yet
please let me know.

Richard Whyman.

South Coast

Our Summer Tournament was held
at Bramshaw on Thursday, July 23,
The results were as follows; 1. Phil
Wentworth and L Hopper; 2. John
York and Joe Cooper; g Bill Davis
and Steve Pellat. Thanks must go to
Bramshaw Golf Club for allowing us
the courtesy of the course and grant-
ing us the use of all their facilities.
The course was in excellent condition
thanks to Adrian Wiltshire, the
Course Manager. Also thanks to
Clive Lovell the Head Greenkeeper of
the Manor Course. His team did a
superb job in preparing the course for
us. Our main sponsors for the day
were John Deere, New Forest Garden
Machinery. They were represented by
Nick Clarke. They presented us wit h
an excellent prize table. To our spon-
sors we thank you for your support.
Last but not least, a htg thank you to
Trevor Smith our tournament organ-
iser. He did a great job in organising
the event.

At the prize giving a presentation
was made to Gordon Paine. Gordon
has recently retired as Head
Greenkeeper at Maidenhead Golf
Club. Gordon has been a keen sup-
porter of the South Coast Section for
a great number of years. I think I can
safely say he was one of the Founder
members. We have received a letter

from Gordon thanking all members
of the South Coast Section for the
Tankard that was presented to him,
On behalf of the South Coast Section
I would like to wish Gordon a long
and happy retirement. !

Another reminder for the Regional
Seminar to be held at Cannington on
Wednesday November 25.

The main speaker will be Frank
Newbury, who will be speaking on
Communications, in particular
“Making Committees Work For
You.” He will also be conducting a
Workshop. All applications and
enquiries to; Paula Humphries,
Truants Cottage, Zeal Monachorum,
Crediton, Devon, EX17 6DE Tel:
01363 82777.

Paula would also like applications
and deposits for BTME as soon as
possible. As I said in last month’s
report, “If we can get the support we
will run a coach from the South
Coast Section.”

Our Autumn Tournament will be
held at Tidworth Garrison Golf Club
on Thursday October 15. It will con-
sist of an 18 hole Stableford. The
price for the day will be £15 per
head. This will include an evening
meal. All applications along with cur-
rent handicaps, cheques for £15,
name and address and telephone
number to our Tournament

GREENSMASTER® 3200 SERIES

LISTEN AND YOU’LL LEARN

WHAT MAKES THIS A SOUND
INVESTMENT

Low noise, high power and precision cutting make Toro’s

3200
looking for perfection.

Greensmaster

the complete solution for greenkeepers

With carefully selected petrol or diesel engines which are high on

power yet low on sound, this exceptionally quiet ride-on greens

mower boasts a unique,

superb quality of cut.

unrivalled cutting system

to give

Its responsive cutting system prevents sliding and scuffing on turns,

while floating

cutting units

give enhanced ground contour

following and a precision cut, further enhanced by a highly

efficient collection system.

For a sound investment, trust Toro. Simply telephone 01480 476971

and we'll arrange for a local dealer to contact you.

TORO

TOTAL SOLUTIONS

TORO distributed by Lely (UK} Limited,
Telephone 01480

on Road, St Neots, Hunting

n, Cambridgeshire PE19 1QH

Facsimile 01480
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