
A pair of lightweight fairway mowers, working together 

that must be made; others being 
maintenance, the cost and con-
sumption of fuel and the cost of 
manpower. 

Maintenance is dependent upon 
the number of cutting reels on the 
unit. Generally reels need to be 
ground annually, wi th b o t t o m 
blades replaced at the same time. 
Reels should be checked for adjust-
ment each day and readjusted a 
least every week. The practice of 
bacldapping will help keep blades 
keen. 

Maintenance should be calculated 
by following recommended sched-
ules based on hours worked. 
Though it is difficult to generalise, 
assuming your mower is operating 
for about 300 hours annually an 
average first year contract mainte-
nance cost is around £1300 for a 
triplex, increasing to upwards of 
double that figure over five years (as 
the machine gets older), while for a 
5-reel fairway unit the costs are 
close to £ 2 0 0 0 annually, again 
increasing with age. 

Manpower costs can accurately be 
linked with a mower's productivity. 
A rule of thumb is that a 30-inch 
reel cutting at five miles per hour 
will cut one acre each hour, allowing 
for overlapping, turning and getting 
to the site but excluding collection 
and disposal of clippings. A triplex 
will mow three acres per hour while 
a 5-reel unit will tackle five acres in 
the same time, a 7-reel unit seven 
acres. 

The larger the area the more 
apparent the advantages of larger 
units becomes. For example, if you 
were to cut 30 acres twice each 
week with a triplex your operator 
would spend 20 hours on the job 
each week. Switching to a 5-reel 
unit reduces this t ime to 12 hours; 
a 7-unit to just nine hours each 
week. 

From this you will see t ha t 
increased uni t size impacts 
favourably on man-hours worked. 
For example, a switch from triplex 
to 5-unit cutters will reduce man-
hours by one third. Assuming 
labour costs at around £10 an hour, 
the savings would be considerable 
at £6,240 for the 5-unit against 
£10,400 for the triplex. 

Clippings removal can add as 
much as double to the man-hours 
worked, thus a larger unit will allow 
more frequent cutting and the elim-
ination or reduction of clippings 
removal. 

Of course, larger units require 
more horsepower and fuel as the 
width of cut is increased, yet fuel 
consumption per acre is lower due 
to higher productivity. Favourable 
comparisons can be made by calcu-
lating the number of gallons of fuel 
consumed each hour. A petrol-pow-
ered triplex will consume an aver-
age 0.7 gallons per hour; a diesel 
engine on a 5-reel unit marginally 
more and a 7-gang uni t with a 
diesel-powered water-cooled engine 
abou t 1.2 gallons per hour. 
Calculating the area to be mowed 
per hour per unit , figures will reveal 
tha t 5-and 7-units consume rough-
ly one third less fuel per acre. 

Total costs can therefore be 
arrived at by adding maintenance, 
man-hours, fuel and purchase costs, 
these providing a more accurate fig-
ure for the true cost of buying and 
operating a larger unit. While no 
two golf courses are the same, the 
lower costs of operating larger units 
can often provide you witn justifi-
cation for a larger unit. Your case 
will look healthier when you back it 
with facts and figures, providing 
sound reasoning for not only reduc-
ing overheads but, in many cases, 
adding improvements in overall 
course conditioning. 

Established 1896 

BE PREPARED FOR WINTER 
THE FOLLOWING PRODUCTS ARE NOW IN STOCK: 

• Winter Hole Cups and Cutters 
• Dewmaster and Switches 
• All styles of Bootwipers 

• Dragbrush 
• Winter Tee Mats 

• Polymide Squeegee 

ALL ARE PROMOTIONAL ITEMS FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY! 
T E L : 0 1 4 9 4 7 9 4 6 4 6 
FAX: 0 1 4 9 4 7 9 4 7 4 7 

S I T E S A F E 
M O D U L A R S Y S T E M S 

. . . m a k e al l t h e d i f f e r e n c e t o s e c u r e 
s t o r a g e & a c c o m m o d a t i o n u n i t s . 

G A R A G E P A V I L I O N W O R K S H O P 

For further information 
please contact: 

I r v i n e W e s t o n o n T e l : 0 1 4 2 7 7 5 2 0 5 8 o r 
C l e v e l a n d S i t e s a f e L t d . P a r k F a r m , 

D u n s d a l e , G u i s b o r o u g k , 
C l e v e l a n d . T S 1 4 6 R Q . 

T e l : 0 1 6 4 2 4 7 5 0 0 9 o r F a x : 0 1 6 4 2 4 7 1 0 3 6 . 
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Sales Office Tel: 01270 213456/211149
Sales Office Fax: 01270 253772
128 Crewe Road, Haslington,
Crewe, Cheshire CW1 5RQ

Adrian Masters: 07971 229068
Mike Crabtree: 07970 815146
Andy Law: 07970 752034so

oso

~
~ ~----------------------------------------------------~

ARE DELIGHTED TO ANNOUNCE THE APPOINTMENT OF

ADRIAN MASTERS
WHO WILL MANAGE SALES OF ALL THEIR

• TOP DRESSINGS • ROOT ZONES
• RED-PATH • WHITE BUNKER SAND • SPORTS SANDS
• GRAVELS & AGGREGATES • SOILS & PEATS

• ALL GRADES OF BARK PRODUCTS ETC
• THROUGHOUT SOUTHERN ENGLAND AND SOUTH WALES
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Scotsturf '98 preview

North of the border
Wednesday, November 11 & Thursday November 12, The Royal Highland Centre, Ingliston
Showground, Edinburgh. Opening Times: Wednesday 10am to 4.30pm Thursday 9.30am to 3pm.

'! '

- ' •.•. - ~ 'S ..,.. •

UB30S
Spinner Top Dresser.
Spreads to 5 metres.
Ideal for regular light
dressings of Greens
and Tees.

UB50
Precision Spreader.

Truck mounted or
tractor towed for
greens and tees.

FOR FURTHER DETAILS CONTACT:

TEL: 01868 747582
FAX: 01868 746387

Scotsturf is an annual
event which Scottish
greenkeepers have "ring
fenced" in their diaries
from very early on indeed
and only a dire emergency
would keep them away
from keeping the date.
Coming at the end of the
growing season - although
the seasonal element of
the British weather seems
to have been consigned to
history if the last two
years are any measure -
the show is an ideal oppor-
tunity to assess new or
replacement machinery or
take a look at the seed.
fertiliser or chemical prod-
ucts which are currently on
the market'.

HAVE THE MACHINES TO DO IT

HL40
Highlift Trailer.
For loading top dressers,
gravel/sand hoppers,
bunkers, etc.

UB60S
Spinner/Loader

Fairway Dresser.
The ultimate dual
purpose machine,

Spreads to 11
metres. For loading

top dressers etc.
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Scotsturf '98 preview
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TURF CARE AND SPECIALTY PRODUCTS

Scottish Grass Machinery distributing
Ransomes, E-Z-GO, Isekl, Ryan,
Cushman and Jacobsen throughout
Scotland under the TEXTRON Turf
Care and Specialty Products banner

SGM House, Belleknowes, Inverkeithing, Fife KY••• HZ

Tel: 01383 413333 Fax:01383 418866

~ Wiedenmann ~

~aterial Collection Systems Please visit
our stand on
the East
balcony and
view our
machinery
range

Wiedenmann (UK) Ltd
Stoney Brae, Potterhill, Paisley PA2 7TG
Tel: 0141 8842552 Fax: 0141 8846252
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Why go to
Scotsturf?
Two of Edinburgh's best known Course Managers were
put on the spot and asked Why Do You Attend Scotsturf?
There answers were quite illuminating!

* To discuss new contracts and
budget prices for the following
year.

* To allow my staff a day out at
the Show - a wee thanks for the
hard work during the season.
This is our equivalent of the
Highland Show.

* To view any new products for
turf maintenance - fungicides,
fertilisers etc

Steve Dixon, Course
Manager, Kingsknowe GC,
Edinburgh.

* To meet friends who you might
not see for one year to another.

* To view any new machinery
products and discuss with deal-
ers any problems on existing
products.

* To check out which stand has
the best promotions girls -
although I must say BTME is
slightly ahead in this department!

nEW FOR lBBB

OREEn--RElERF
ORGRnIC"

GRRnUlRR
FERTiliSER
InOCUlRTED WITH BEnEFICIRl miCROBE5

• Unique triple action extended release
• Combines npK, minor elements and

complex organic substances
• Available as 15..~..7 and B..2..~

midland., nort1J and 5cDIland m5outh, London and 5ou'h W,,'

Green Releaf Europe. 102a Longton Road. Barlaston. 5taffs. England 5T12 gRU

TEL: 01782 373878 FRX: 01782 3737&3


