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A winter application of Kerb fol-
lowed by a glyphosate application
during the summer to treat subse-
quent broad leaved weed invasions
is a useful programme to consider
for broad leaved/conifer planting
schemes.

Isoxaben (Flexidor 125 or Gallery
125). This is a pre-emergent liquid
herbicide sprayed on bare soil to
control broad leaved weeds. It is
useful when applied mixed with
kerbflo (ie liquid) when treating
dense grass as the kerb kills the
existing invading grass for three-six
months and the Isoxaben prevents
colonisation of the broad leaved
weeds. Their action in the tank-
mix is complementary leading to
effective control of grasses and
broad leaved weeds. Expensive,
though Flexidor is cheaper than
Gallery. It is also one of the few
herbicides that control willowherb.

Atrazine has both foliar contact
and residual soil action and is an
old favourite among some foresters
though its safety is under question.
It is most useful on soft grasses but
will give some control of broad
leaved species and the coarse grass-
es. Its timing of application fo%{ows
on after that of Kerb, from
February and March up to May.
Though all broadleaves are sensi-
tive while in leaf and should only
be treated before the start of bud
burst in the spring.

The control of weed in hedges is
difficult and some of the following
chemicals and regimes can work
well.

Heavy grass sites - Prespray
planting strip with glyphosate and

ost treat with Kerb granules or

etter still Kerb/Flexidor mix. A
summer ?wy of glyphosate along
the outside on each side will help
keep back invading weeds but
doesn’t help much within the rows.

Bare - Ex arable sites - When
planting into a bare soil site (either
as a result of screefing or ex arable),
the use of Premier Granules is
available. This is a mixture of

Trifluralin and Isoxaben and while
not a very strong chemical, is quite
useful, applied at the rate of
100kg/ha during February/March.
Also useful as a top-up later in the
year to Kerb treated hedges. A lig-
uid alternative would be Atrazine
and Stomp at the rate of three
litres/five litres/ha respectively.
Atrazine used as Stomp not good
on all grasses. Alternatively Butisan
could be used where cleavers not a
problem.

After two growing seasons, the
use of Casoron G granules is avail-
able at the rate of 100kg/ha. This
chemical controls a very wide spec-
trum of grasses and broad leaved
weeds including grasses, thistle,
nettle, dock, willowherb and
cleavers. The active ingredient is
Dichlobenil, a soil acting residual
herbicide best applied
February/March.

One further chemical sometimes
used is Cyanazine (eg Fortrol),
which is a liquid applied soil and
foliar acting herbicide for the con-
trol of annual dicotyledons and
annual grasses in farm forestry and
is often recommended as a tank
mix with Atrazine.

Successful tree establishment
depends on the correct species
choice, followed by good planning,
planting, weeding and mainte-
nance.

Chemical herbicides are a great
aid to the woodland manager and
their correct use is both an eco-
nomical and effective means of
ensuring that the trees we plant
today will be the quality woods of
tomorrow. However, on lowland
sites the removal of grasses leaves
ground open to colonisation by all
sorts of unwanted weeds. Care
must be taken to prevent the
spread of ragwort and the like and
to control voles where often the use
of 300mm vole guards is the best
protection.

Eamonn Wall can be contacted
at Eamonn Wall Associates Tel:
01259 743212.

The Terralift® Service

Soilcare’s compressed air+nutrient+water storage
development service can solve the problems of:

e Shallow rooting depth of turf and shrubs
® Poorly draining or waterlogged soils
* Inadequate aeration of the soil

® Deep drill leaves unmarked surface but reaching
10" depth

C & P Soilcare Limited
Unit 3 Bush Farm, Nedging, Ipswich, Suffolk. IP7 7BL
Tel/Fax: 01449 741012

Top quality tree and hedge plants
grown, supplied and planted

FREE advisory visit and catalogue.
Golf course planting a speciality

Have you considered a Woodland Grant Scheme?
Payments up to £1,950 per hectare

Plan ahead for Autumn planting

THORPE TREES

Thorpe Underwood,
Ouseburn, York YOS 9SR

Tel: (01423) 330977 Fax: (01423) 331348
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“Quality rotary mowers for a world that isn’t flat”

TN e e

96" low HP requirement
S

s

Four 25" articulating cutting decks
duplicate the cut quality of four
individual push mowers

Deck will fit a wide range
of out front tractor units

Powerful 38hp diesel 96” cut. Height of cut from seat.

Call for a free demonstration in your area NOW!

Scotland: Double A Trading: Sandy 01382 330556
North/Midlands: MGM: Dean 0116 289 2595
Wales: Major Owen: Andy 01766 770261
South West: PJ Flegg: Paul 01404 815666
South East: Marlwood Ltd: Keith 01622 728718

Court Lodge Farm, l’ol;ut Lane, East Mmh. Maidstone, Kent MEIS5 OHQ

Tel: 01622 728718

Fax: 01622 728720
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Tees, greens, fairways and
roughs, now you can “whole in
one” with Barenbrug mixtures
especially formulated for
specific purposes.

O Greens - Bar 2 mixture
@ Fairways - Bar 3 mixture
@ Roughs - Bar 4 mixture

O Tees - Bar 5 mixture

Containing varieties like
Bargreen, Barcrown, Bardot and
Heriot, Barenbrug mixtures will
give superb colour, hard wear, low
maintenance and rapid growth.

As with all Barenbrug mixtures,
they contain varieties consistently
rated in the top banding of the
STRI Turfgrass Seed booklets.

_'BARENBRUG

Great in Grass
Tel: (01359) 270766 Fax: (01359) 271021

SPOT THE
RABBIT!

HUMANE
RABBIT
- CONTROL

Reading Business Centre, Weldale Street, Reading, Berkshire RG1 7BX
Tel: +(44) 0118 951 0033 Fax: +(44) 0118 951 0044
http://www.AmenityTechnology.com

The most extensnvely
trialled, tested and.
proven grass seed
coating everi Trace Elements

! ] ka-ftlmulant
Fortiva is a breakthr:
in applied seed tecl&. v
A unique concept that‘

provides faster better % I_
: Polymer
gg@::estabhshment 5 Funglcides
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TRIALS & RESULTS
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seed tough
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to take it!
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{ ““ APPLIED SEED TECHNOLOGY

For further
information
contact:

] !
Forwl.mu o -
@) 01472 371220 |

& 01472 371195
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http://www.AmenityTechnology.com
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Does your current supplier of Top Dressings, Root Zones
and Sands:

@ Own a quarry containing the highest quality
Cheshire Silica Sand?

@ Produce all products to BS EN ISO 9002?

® Carry out hourly tests of all of the grades of sand
which they produce, to ensure the highest quality?

@ Test every batch of Top dressing and Root Zone to
assure you the consistency which you require?

o Have the productive capacity to produce 600 tons of
Top Dressing per day, so that you will not be let
down at the busiest times of the year?

® Use top quality hauliers to ensure that deliveries are
in the right place, at the right time and without a
mess?

If your current supplier cannot offer you all of these, we
would be delighted to.

Please call 01270 765996 for prompt service and delivery.

Arclid Quarry
Congleton Road
Sandbach
Cheshire
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BIGGA SOUTH WEST AND SOUTH WALES REGION
PRESENTS

MAKE A DATE FOR THE WINDOW ON THE WEST

There will be lots to see and try, putting and chipping competitions to enter.

ace for greenkeepers, Chairmen of the Green and Traders to meet and

ideas and talk in depth about products and also a chance to compare prices

and quality. There will be machinery to examine and try out and a great competition
to enter on the day with great prizes. The major colleges in the region will be
represented and vou will be able to discuss education opportunities in depth.

There will be a warm welcome in the BIGGA hospitality tent.

It is the 10th birthday of WESTURF - come and have a glass of wine and a picce of
anniversary cake and meet your Regional Board. Regional Administrator and
ational Chairman who will be delighted to meet you.

Westurf will have a whole new look this year - put the date in your diary -

LONG ASHT

N GOLF CLUB 10AM - 4PM

ir - come and meet the experts. Consultants include representatives

i0; Dr Brian Clifford from Astara; Peter Winter from S ;John
Mullins tal n water management and representatives from the colleges on
education. Full list of consultants in next month’s Greenkeeper International.

FURTHER DETAILS FROM PAULA
HUMPHRIES ON
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S RUTING
SOIL TECHNOLOGY
ON THE RIGHT
COURSE

Consistency of the growing medium is the key to superior greens
and tees, which is why Rufford place such importance on the
uniform particle size and the quality of all our sand/soil products

from Rootzone mixes to
Top-dressing mediums.

With Rufford you know they must
be the best, because

@ Materials are constantly checked.
@ All dressings are heat treated.

@ Uniform particle size.

® Soil analysis service.

@® Guaranteed quality.

@ Professional advice.

Of course, achieving such consistently high
quality products is only possible when the
technical aspects of each sand/soil mix is under
the tightest control. Again an area in which Rufford is uniquely
qualified, not only operating our own quarries,

but with in-house laboratories constantly monitoring their output.

Uniform size of
particles is essential
in resisting
compaction.

Call us today and find Top Fine,medium
out why greenkeepers Dressings and coarse
throughout the country Wide range, for
rely on Rufford Seiads bunkers to greens
Jor quality and service Rootzone| Standard U.S.G.A. or
second to none. Mix | made to order mixes
ENGLAND & WALES | Screened Fillly screened and
= Soil shredded
Tel' 01 260 281 801 Divot  Especially blended for go
SCOTLAND Mixes tees & fairway divoting

Tel: 01324 714477

RUFFORD
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Hugh Tilley casts his eye over the items which
.
can make such a difference on any golf course
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The multitude of accessories and fur- While many courses do not use tee p | = e
niture such as hole cups, signs, mark- ~ mats, nor have a driving range, these T "
ers, flags and the like are a necessity on items also come within the description f ? e
any course and although they may  of accessories and for those clubs
appear trivial they are very important ~ which use them they are important. i d
to the smooth and satisfactory opera- ~ Nor are most of these items inexpen- g !
tion of the course, furthermore they do sive — and some areas find themselves e i
add considerably to the cost. with a considerable bill each year for TR T e

€¢IT’S NO GOOD ASKING A SEED
COMPANY ABOUT TURF MANAGEMENT )

® ; ! xS
Maybe not the average seed company. But then, And we provide expert advice on every aspect of turf
Oliwer is no average seed company. management. So the balls may be hooked, hacked,
We combine seven decades of specialisation in grass kicked or smashed’— but with our seed and our know-
mixtures with all the experience and resources of the how, the grass can’t be beaten.

Cebeco Group, one of Europe’s leading plant breeders. Tu rf For'vier fiw copy of this seoson’s Olfver Birf
We offer seed blends of unrivalled purity and perfor- M an a gement Management catalogue, phone or fax today - or just

mance, plus the Cebeco Nutri range of fertilisers. ask us to come and see you, on your own turf.
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Oliver Seeds Ltd, North Cliff House, North Carlton, Lincoln LN1 2RP Tel: 01522 730836 Fax: 01522 731069
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replacing vandalised
and stolen items.

Simple things such
as bunker 1‘a§cs are
more complex than
perhaps appears at
first sight, and not all rakes are
equal. One greenkeeper told of the
club which is being sued because a
golfer got a splinter in his hand
from a wooden handle. Needless to
say that club has changed to glass
reinforced plastic (grp) handles for
their rakes. Another club found
that each autumn several rakes got
“borrowed” for someone’s garden
leaves, but there are models which

are not suitable for raking leaves.
Tee mats, once mainly the prerog-
ative of a driving range, are finding
favour on an ever increasing num-
ber of courses, particularly to save
the grass tee areas in winter. In
addition players are favouring them
because they provide a cleaner and
more stable surface from which to
drive. Winter tee mats are usually
supplied complete with a base, steel
with mesh bottom and adjustable
legs, or perhaps wood. They can be

~cake

expected to cost several hun-
dreds of pounds if bought as a
complete ready made item,
however, Course Manager,
Paul Bishop, of Combe
Manor near Bath, said
they make their own in
treated timber which

they bed on sand and

peg down — and this has
proved to be much cheap-

er than buying proprictary
units. He also commented that it
has the advantage that they can
trim the mat to fit exactly.
Catalogues list a wide variety of
mats, of differing materials and
sizes, to suit differing needs and
locations. Some allow the golfer to
insert their own tee pegs, others
require a flat based ball tee.

Many clubs have a practice bay or
similar enclosure, Tildenet has
been pre-eminent in this field
although there are other well estab-
lished net makers. Tildenet is able
to supply the complete unit includ-
ing poles, guy ropes and ]]Jegs. Like
most of these items which tend to
stay out all year round, in wind,

rain and sun, it
is important that they are fully pro-
tected from these elements, or if
not rot proofed, then they must be
cheap and easy enough to replace
regularly. Steel is usually painted,
but may be better galvanised while
timber is best tanalised to B.S.
standard rather than just surface
treated. Degradation occurs with
most types of plastic, including
glass reinforced plastic (grp) unless
sufficient u.v. stabiliser is included
in the compound. However, excess
stabiliser can cause other life reduc-
ing effects such as brittleness and
loss of plasticity. With the correct

sta-
bilisation
little more than surface dis-
colouring should occur but
such bleaching does detract
from the visual appeal and
visual appeal is important on
many golf courses — so it may be
more necessary to budget for regu-
lar replacement. 3
Hole cups come in various styles
— each maker has his own form of
lifter, and usually their own cutter,
and there may be accessories such
as covers, trimming scissors and
cutting board to be considered.
Flags and flag pins are integral to
greens and the hole. The range of
options allows for differing views of
what is best. Fibreglass is now the
most popular material for construc-
tion, and all suppliers offer a range
of lengths and colours. The pin
should be clearly visible, thus con-
trast with the background is impor-
tant. It the background is entirely
trees or grass, or even sky a single

WEED PROBLEM

'SOLVED!

Whatever your weed problem,
trust Complete Weed
Control to have all the
answers!

Employing the latest
advances in application
technology, such as the new
Weed-It optic system and drift
free Ecospray, CWC demonstrate
continued commitment to bring
to its customers the very best
contracting service available
today. Specialist local service
centres are spread across the
whole of the UK to give you on
the spot service.

s complete
v/eed control

For answers to every weed problem

{01608 644044

Complete Weed Control Ltd 7 Astley House, Cr Il Busi

Park, B. y Road,
Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire 0X7 55R Tel: 01608 644044 Fax: 01608 644722
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If you’ve always wanted a stimpmeter but never got
round to buying one, here’s an opportunity you

can't afford to miss! - .

Simply phone us NOW and we [ 2
will send you a greenspeed
meter FREE. No catch, no
obligation, but hurry there are
only 100 on offer!

Then if you find there’s room for improvement in
the speed and consistency of your greens you
know who to contact don’t you!

TRUE-SURFACE® B

THE UNIQUE ROLLERS THAT CAN MAKE
CONSISTENT SPEEDS ON ALL YOUR GREENS!
Direct from the Exclusive European Distributor

GREENSWARD DIRECT
Manor Farm, Otley Road, Adel, Leeds LS16 7AL
0113 267 6000

AD

REF
312



colour pin may
be acceptable,
but if  back-
grounds change according to the
approach then two colour banded
pins will be essential. On most
courses each hole is different, but
having differing types or colours of
pins is likely to be unacceptable —
and impractical. Pins are also now
expected to stand upright, thus a
well fitting wear resistant ferrule at
the bottom extends the life of cup
and pin, most flags now swivel at
the top. Swivel top pins are more
expensive, but can be expected to
last longer. Bottom wear is exacer-
bated by the fact that sand and
water forms a good grinding medi-
um. Exceptionally exposed sites
may need a flag pin with greater
rigidity — there are available.
Vandalism on some courses is a
major cause of loss, and the option
some clubs have taken is to use
inexpensive alternatives, such as a
length of standard pvc. pipe.
(Waste overflow pipe from B & Q
etc). Greenkeepers talk about hav-
ing their flag pins used as javelins
and of having them thrown into a
lake. Similar can occur to any easi-
ly movable course furniture = such
as signs, seats and rakes. Perhaps

the fea-

r ture of the

Tacit Tufftex

solid ball type

tee marker will

float is of vital importance to some
greenkeepers.

While flags are freely available in
various colours with numbers on
them, there are other options,
including having sponsors or club
names on them. Nylon and poly-
ester are the usual materials used,
but these may be knitted or woven,
with number or logo etc. either
pnntul or sewn on. The 1mp()rlanl
point in getting value for money is
longevity - some styles will last
longu and look smarter, the main
flag “killer” being wind, .md nothing
looks worse than a tattered flag.
The chances are that expensive clu?
and sponsor flags will be put out for
specific gala days and then rapidly
replaced with less expensive ﬂdgs.
For clubs with frequent
match days perhaps the
ability to J‘\n;,c flags
quickly —and ~ easily
becomes important — this
facility can be found.

A wide variety of signs
is available, from tempo-
rary usage signs such as

“Ground Under Repair” and
gpravm;j in Progress” to cus-
tomised signs — you name it and it
can be made. It looks better if all
signs on the course are of the same
format and type, and while most
suppllus of course equipment offer
both off the peg and customised
signs it is also possible to use a local
company/sign writer to produce
them - and perhaps less expensive-
ly. The most preferred signage
would appear to be of cast alumini-
um, however there are plastic or
resin based alternatives which may
be less expensive.

Another item increasingly being
made available on courses is the
ball cleaner, and naturally this must
hc frost resistant. Detergents and
‘anti-freeze’ are ()plmns but [ sus-
pect most clubs either empty or
remove the unit for the winter, The
brushes and paddles are considered
to be wearing items, so the ease of

replacement and  cost
needs considering.

Of course the range of
accessories goes far beyond
those items mentioned
above, as do the suppliers.
Seats and rubbish bins,
divot boxes and boot
cleaners, posts and chain,

and distance markers all fit within
this category — and all are an inte-
gral part of the equipment the
grcenLccpcr is expected to main-
tain. Furthermore adding up the
cost on a normal 18 hole course
probably equals several thousands
of pounds - depending on how far
up-market the club pitches itself.
Nevertheless the
these items is important to a club -
and to the overall view of the club
given to visitors,

IT'S RERE.........

IT'S HERE..........
JAN = MARCH | JAN -MARCH

UK SALES DESK

Pattisson

Established 1896

FAX

TEL:

01494 79 46 46
01494 79 47 47

appearance of

Buy a Pattisson Premier
Hole Cutter with
Reinforced Blades and
abmndna recieve a FREE Holecup

TEL: 01494 79 46 46
vy Extractor and Rammer

Buy a Set of Flag Pins & Flags
& receive a set of
Pattisson’s New Bogey Holecup

FREE!

Pattisson

Established 1896
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Thateh Reduction Guiaranteed!

Use Sywbio Thatch Eater as part of your thatch reduction and cultural programwe.
If you do ot see a reduction in thateh we will supply SYMBIO’s biotech solutions
free of charae for up fo a year, until the thatch layer starts fo disappear.

10 FIND OUT HOW BIOTECHNOLOGY CAN WORK FOR YOU
call 01372 456 101

38 Bookhaw Industrial Park, Bookhaw, Surrey. KT23 3EV.
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Fax: 01372 456 099 Email: Fineturf. Symbiobtinternet.com

When it comes to staying the course, you can bank on the Allen National
range keeping you on the straight and narrow.The Allen National range
of triple mowers - 68, 68DL & 84 - are the only real choice for the 4
professional on the tees and surrounds. And as for bunkers, they’re &
no longer a hazard. The 68DL has transport speed, electric start

and full width rollers. Banking has never been so easy.

ch\Vv-

0845 601 081 5

FOR A FREE BROCHURE 4
K

OR COMPLETE THE COUPON BELOW G p ON I

i ‘:»’”'7_.-‘-{'.: : ]
Telephone: 01235 515400 for details of your nearest %

dealer for a FREE, no obligation, demonstration on
the amazing ability of the National.
| NAME:
| ADDRESS:
]
1
} POSTCODE:

AD
REF Allen Power Equipment Ltd. The Broadway, Didcot, Oxon OX11 8ES, England

126 For Sales & Service Tel: (01235) 515400 Fax: (01235) 515401
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Sales and Marketing Manager, James NicEvoy,
reports on his first visit to the GCSAA Conference
and Show, and his first visit to the States.

A zero phosphate feed
and turf conditioner

A mini-granular true compound
fertilizer with a 4:0:8 analysis

Contains 4% Iron, 2% Magnesium and
Seaweed Extract

Contains 7.5% Sulphur which can help
in controlling the soil pH

Low application rate (35 g/sq. m) for use
on fine turf and other amenity areas

For all year round use - early spring
programme, cosmetic use in season,
late autumn application

INVIGORRTOR

‘Longlife’ and ‘Invigorator’ are trade marks of Miracle Garden Care Ltd.
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Having spent a year heavily
involved in organising and market-
ing BTME ‘98, when Neil Thomas
sugwested that 1 travel with the
BIGGA  party  to  Anaheim,
California, (home of Disnevland
and  Mickey Mouse) for  the
GCSAA's annual show, I'was delight-
ed to aceept.

However, trying to explain to my
partner, Julie, that the trip was pure-
ly business proved the most arduous
task and with only a week between
the two shows, it was also a hectic
programme. But this provided an
opportunity I found difficult to
resist, and ['would spend a great deal
of my time comparing and contrast-
ing the two very different, yet equal-
ly successful approaches.

Los Angeles, where the sun always
shines, California dreams and all
that. Well before we go any further
let me tell you, we saw very little sun
thanks to the unfriendly weather
caused by the infamous El Nino.

Rain, and lots of it, along with
storms. No chance of getting my
legs tanned in the shorts I'd opti-
mistically packed (I hope Julie does-
n't read this). It could have been
worse though, it could have snowed
at the BTME. I had foolishly
assumed that unlike our show which
always has one eve on the weather,
theirs would be guaranteed clear
blue skys. Having said that, it was
amusing to watch the CNN weather
reports. Oh, how the Americans
have a habit of overstating things.
LA is a sprawl, extending for miles
in all directions and Anaheim is just
one of its many suburbs. With no
obvious centre, the area is dominat-
ed by Disneyland, and the
Disneyland Hotel provides accom-
modation for visitors to the Magic
Kingdom. This was where the
BIGGA party stayed for the next

eight nights and in fact was one of

the designated hotels  for the
GCSAA's show. Many of the 1000

bedrooms in the hotel were occu-
pied by show attendees. Buses
relayed visitors to and from the
show on a ten minute rota at peak
times. Considering the “awesome”
weather (gotta use the lingo), the
buses were a major blessing. The
charm of Harrogate and the peace of
North Yorkshire in comparison
seemed more than a million miles
away.

The Anaheim Hilton Hotel, just a
few minutes walk from the exhibi-
tion centre, was the official exhibi-
tion hotel and was used for all the

Looking forward to the Spring
start-up of the irrigation system?

If not, take advantage of our offer of a free decoder tester
with every purchase of just 6 or more Tonick decoders.*
Remember, we have equivalents of all of the popular types

and they are guaranteed fully compatible with your
existing controllers.

* Conditions of offer available on request

Tonic

atering

2, Prince William Close - Yorthing - YVest Sussex - BN 14 0AZ
Tel: 01903 262393 Fax: 01903 694500
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Gala evenings and celebration din-
ners that were held over the week.
The Americans are big on speeches
and love to present every last family
detail on video in their own inim-
itable style. Small wonder Jeremy
Beadle is in possession of so much
hilarious material!

Harrogate, by comparison, is a
Conference town. All the hotels are
within ~ walking distance; the
Maijestic Hotel, which is the nerve
centre for the BTME, has 156
rooms and is one the largest hotels
in Harrogate. Little more than a






