ENTER THE R1

ULCRUM BLADE™ IS A

TOTALLY NEW GENERATION OF

SUPPLEMENT FOR YOUR TURF.
DEVELOPED AND MARKETED BY CARGILL PLC,
ONE OF THE WORLD’S LARGEST FERTILISER
COMPANIES, BLADE™IS BASED ON THE NEW

TECHNOLOGY OF CARBOHYDRATE NUTRITION.

IT WORKS BY SUPPLYING THE NATURALLY
OCCURING MYCORRHIZA IN THE SOIL WITH

A READILY AVAILABLE SOURCE OF ENERGY.

THE RESULTS SEEN BY A WHOLE RANGE OF
USERS FROM GOLF COURSES TO TURF
SROWERS ARE A HEALTHIER AND STRONGER
PLANT WITH FAR GREATER TOLERANCE TO
DROUGHT, DUE TO THE INCREASE IN ROOT
MASS, LEADING TO MORE EFFICIENT USE OF

THE OTHER INPUTS APPLIED.

RECENTLY LAUNCHED IN THE UK, THIS NEW
TECHNOLOGY IS ONE OF THE MOST COST
EFFECTIVE, NATURAL WAYS OF OPTIMISING

THE PERFORMANCE OF YOUR TURE.

PLEASE CONSULT ONE OF OUR DISTRIBUTORS
FOR DETAILS OR CONTACT CARGILL ON

FREEPHONE 0800 919187.

ENERGY BASED TURF IMPROVER




66 THE DIFFERENCE WITH FULCRUM IS {"()lf_ CAN
ACTUALLY SEE THE NEW ROOTS DEVELOPING.
Wrn; MOST ORGANIC FEEDS, YOU CAN’T SEE

A DIFFERENCE. )

CHRIS SQUIRES, HEAD GRI-:ENKEEPER:

h . :
RUTLAND COUNTY GOLF CLUB, LINCOLNSHIRE.
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AMENITY
: 01738 623201

TEeEL: 01787 223300
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OUR QUALITY Is ON COURSE

No one can accuse John Deere of standing
still. Since 1995, we've added 8 quality
machines to our line. Another strong state-
ment about our commitment to your busi-
ness. New this year are the Turf Gator and
220A Walk-Behind Greens Mower.

The Turf Gator’s unique combination of
toughness and quietness make it perfect for
the golf course. Toughness comes from uni-
body construction and one-piece forged
axles. Quietness comes from a large volume
silencer, internal sound absorbing mate-
rial, and golf-car-style transmission.

The 220A is the latest addition to John
Deere’s quality line of walk-behind greens
mowers. 220A improvements include an iso-
lation-mounted engine for reduced vibration,
improved operator-presence safety system,
and an easier-filling grass box design.

Add superior parts support and our
existing line of quality mowers, tractors,
aerators, root zone injectors and utility
vehicles and you see why John Deere is the
fastest growing golf and turf equipment

name in the world. Talk with us soon
for a first-hand look.

NOTHING RUNS LIKE A DEERE

John Deere Ltd., Harby Road, Langar, Nottingham NG 13 9HT, Telephone 01949 863299 (answerphone)
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Greenkeeper Education and Development Fund

The Fund provides the key to the future for greenkeeper, goif club
and game. Individuals and companies can join the Golden Key Circle / N
and Silver Key Circle. For details, contact BIGGA on 01347 838581. /
GOI.DEN KEY CIRCLE GOMPANY MEMBERS: |
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* Miracle i
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+ Rigby Taylor Ltd « Ritefeed
wmmm The Toro Company * Watermation

SILVER KEY CIRCLE GOMPANY MEMBERS: e
-lllntﬂuonlxeouu-llobvmud Sisis Equipment Ltd + Weed Free
if you need any further information, call the Hotline on 01347 838581
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Visit us at BTME 98

Easy to use liquid
% spray application!

Following our European introduction
GREEN-RELEAF. from the United States in June 97,

i !
Green Releaf Europe the results have been truly outstanding!

PO Box 561 What works ‘over there’ really does ‘over here’
Leek, Staffs

England Contact your local exclusive UK distributor now:

L)
Tel' 01 538 381 227 BtTlxlE Midlands, North & Scotland BtTaMg South, London & South West
Fax: 01538 387999 Asaao Richard Aitken Ltd, an7 Avoncrop Amenity Products,
Glasgow Depot: 0141 440 0033 Bracknell Depot: 01344 426600
Yorkshire Depot: 01977 681155 Bristol Depot: 01934 820868

GREEN-RELEAF - The US leaders in liquid beneficial microbial products

e-mail: microbes@green-releaf.com
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Building work starts

soon on Association’s

new headquarters

BIGGA's goal of owning its own
headquarters moved a step
nearer reality in December when
it signed a 999 year lease on a
plot of land at Aldwark Manor.

Building is due to start early
January with completion
expected by August 31.

The purpose designed offices
will be sited close to the existing
rented building and planning per-
mission has now been granted.

It has not been an easy task to
produce a design that met both
the Association’s requirements
and yet satisfied the local plan-
ning authority, which was quick
to point out that the proposed
development lies in a conserva-
tion area.

“We have used traditional mate-
rials of red facing bricks and plain
clay tiles to provide a building
which is in a similar traditional
style to the existing hotel annexes,”
explained architect and Project
Manager, Stewart Broadhurst.

The building will incorporate a

An architect’s model of the smart new BIGGA HQ

board room and training” and
education facility and utilises a
large glazed area to provide max-
imum natural lighting to most
offices and the reception area.
The project is being funded by
way of a substantial grant from

the R&A, donations from within
the membership and a bank loan.
Fund raising events are planned
to contribute towards the repay-
ment of the loan and the first of
these will be launched at this
year’s BTME.

Supporters urged to ‘buy a brick’

BIGGA has instigated a “Buy a
Brick” campaign as part of its ini-
tiative to raise funds for its new
Headquarters building. As part of
this campaign, BIGGA's first fund
raising event will take the form of
a major raffle to be launched at
BTME with the draw taking place
during BIGGA's Company Golf
Day at Aldwark Manor, on June
22, 1998.

However, this will be a raffle
with a difference. In addition to

major prizes, purchasers of tickets
will be awarded either bronze,
silver or gold lapel badges signify-
ing their support for the “Buy a
Brick” campaign. A bronze badge
will be awarded for the purchase
of £5 worth of tickets whilst pur-
chasing £25 worth will secure a
silver badge and £50 worth
enables the purchaser to display a
gold badge.

“The new Headquarters build-
ing will be an important land-

mark in BIGGAs growth and
development” said Executive
Director, Neil Thomas.

“I feel confident that our mem-

bers, the industry and the game
of golf as a whole will back our
fund raising efforts for this major
project.”
M Already Harrogate speakers
have donated £850 to the fund by
accepting bricks in lieu of
expenses and forgoing the cus-
tomary gifts they receive.

Taking steps to avoid EC directives

A Levington Horticulture Confer-
ence at Woburn Abbey heard that
there was a need to be responsi-

AGM date

The BIGGA Annual General
Meeting will take place at the
Majestic Hotel, Harrogate at

5.45pm on Wednesday
January 21, 1998. All
members are urged to attend
but membership cards must
be produced.

ble in the use of pesticides and
other products to ensure that the
increasing number of EC
Directives do not ban more of
them.

The warning came from Bob
Daniels, the Research and Devel-
opment Manager of Levington,
who also Chairs a European body
of manufacturers which lobbies
the appropriate European Com-
munity Departments.

He explained that there was
currently 55,000 pages of data
about products with active ingre-

dients and they were all to be
reviewed.

He revealed that Sweden had
already banned 250 products and
said that already in the UK Rose-
clear was to be banned as it was
an irritant and protective
clothing was required before
using it.

The conference, which is held
every two years included several
top Course Managers, agrono-
mists, interested parties and Lev-
ington dealers and distributors
from around Europe.

FLYING DIVOTS

B Twelve members of The
British Institute of Golf
Course Architects paid a
recent visit to the
Headquarters of the United
States Golf Association, at
Far Hills, New Jersey.
Discussions on technical
issues and presentations
were given by both groups.

The Architects, not only
from the United Kingdom
but from the Continent,
Iceland in the north to Spain
in the south, visited some of
the north eastern states’
greatest courses including
Pine Valley, Shinnecock Hills
and Baltusrol.

The visit was part of the
Institute's continued
Professional Development
programme.

M In early summer, five of
the top courses in Britain
are going to play host to
their Region’s greenkeepers.
In Scotland the revered links
of Royal Dornoch
welcomes the Scottish
Region on a date to be
confirmed. On June 16,
Mere Golf and Country
Club welcomes the
Northern Region. Stoke
Poges opens its doors to
the Midlands Region on
June 24; Wildernesse GC
hosts the South East Region
on June 29 and St Mellion
starts off the run on behalf
of the South West and South
Wales Region on June 4.
B Avoncrop
Amenity
Products has
appointed Nick
Johnson (left)
as Sales

Representative
for the East and West
Midlands.

M Practical Greenkeeping by
Jim Arthur is available from
BIGGA Headquarters, price
£29.95.

The book will also be
available at BTME. Anyone
who wishes a copy should
contact the office at: BIGGA
Aldwark Manor, Aldwark,
Alne, Nr York, YO6 2NF Tel:
01347 838581 Fax: 01347
838864.
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Make the

most of the
big show

ell it’s that time again.

The same old suitcases
are packed, the same old
instructions to phone home are
given and the same old
promises to be good are made.
Destination Harrogate.

I must admit when I went
to my first BTME in '96 I was
amazed by it all. Yes, I'd been
to all the preparatory meet-
ings in the months leading
up. I knew how many
exhibitors we had. I knew
that it filled four huge halls. I
knew that we had speakers of
the highest calibre, many of
them flown in from around
the world. I knew what was
expected of me. I knew what
everyone else would be
doing. I knew all of this but
nothing prepared me for just
how good BTME was.

To be honest, amid the
admiration for what my col-
leagues had achieved since
BTME was first launched was
a hint of jealousy. I was jeal-
ous that my profession, jour-
nalism, has nothing to
compete with BTME and
what BIGGA provides for
those who work in the indus-
try.

I would just love the chance
to, stand at a bar and chew
the fat with Ian Wooldridge
or John Inverdale. Or listen to
a lecture by Des Lynam on
how he prepares to front the
World Cup. Or chat with the
manufacturers of the laptop
on which I'm writing this
piece about what I'd like in
their next model. Or take part
in a workshop which might
cure me of the nasty habit of
being totally unable to use
one word when — and I know
I am prone to this — one is the
optimum required number
which would, under normal
circumstances, be needed to
complete the designated task.

Unfortunately there isn’t
anything on the scale or
quality of BTME for
journalists and I'd

wager that there aren’t many
industries which are catered
for so well. Indeed, what
other industry could cope
with such a large percentage
of those involved in it gather-
ing at the same place at the
one time.

Make the most of it and I

hope that I'll meet a great
many of you there.
M This issue of the magazine
marks the end of a long asso-
ciation with the man respon-
sible for much of the success
it has achieved. Tim Moat has
been in charge of design and
production from the very first
issue back in January 1991.
Since then he has put up with
the foibles and peccadillos of
several Editors but always
ensured that, whatever the
raw material he was handed
on deadline day, a consis-
tently fine magazine was
delivered to the readers.

Next month, the magazine
welcomes the arrival of
BIGGA's new in-house
designer, David Emery, but it
certainly won’t be forgotten
that Greenkeeper International
wouldn’t be where it is now
without Tim Moat.

On behalf of everyone at
BIGGA I would like to wish
Tim, and his company Head-
line Communications, every
success in the future.

Scott
MacCallum

Editor
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Aslseeit...

BY PAT MURPHY
BIGGA CHAIRMAN

began this month in

Spain, at the FEGGA
Conference, and guess
what? It rained! And
when it rains in Spain
it doesn’t half pour.
Where do | have to go
in the world to break
the jinx?

However, it was a
superb conference
at which 12 different
Associations were
represented, each
giving a paper on
Education within
his or her country
and another on the
environment. One
of the outcomes
was that every country would attempt to
standardise their education to a minimum level which
equates to Level 2 NVQ.

I would like to thank Toro, for their generous
sponsorship of the Conference and for the use of their
conference facility, and also the FEGGA Board for
inviting me to attend.

| had no sooner returned from Spain and | was off to

Aldwark Manor for a GTC meeting. | had originally agreed
to attend the South West and South Wales Seminar on
the same day but due to some pressing business | had to
cry off so apologies to everyone who was at Cannington
College. However, | did hear reports about how excellent
a Seminar it was.

Later that week | attended the Annual Dinner at my
own golf club Shipley and was absolutely delighted to be
presented with an engraved tankard by the Club Captain,
Richard Cadman, to commemorate my year as Chairman.

The following Monday | was in Ireland for the
Northern Irish Seminar where | gave a talk on the work of
the Association. Ken Richardson also gave an excellent
presentation on Educational matters.

Next, | went to the Northern Section AGM where it
was good to see a strong working committee and a
healthy balance sheet. The occasion also marked Alan
Gamble’s retirement from the committee after a long and
fruitful innings. Thanks for all your work, Alan, and keep
supporting us.

The Editor and | both attended a Levington
Conference at Woburn and would like to thank Levington
for their excellent hospitality. The dinner in the
Sculpture’s Gallery was a wonderful occasion.

Finally, and perhaps most importantly, Neil Thomas
travelled to Shipley one evening to give me the privilege
of signing the papers for the land on which the new
Headquarters is going to be built. The builders will start
on January 12 and I'll be rolling up

my sleeves to cut the first turf.

B The Chairman gives an
extended look back to his year in
office on Pages 16-17.




Northern Ireland
sections get off
to a good start

Nearly 100 greenkeepers and
trade from Northern Ireland met
at Greenmount College on 1
December for the inaugural Semi-
nar of the new BIGGA Northern
Ireland Sections. Speakers included
David Garland, Director of the
PGA European Tour and Robin
Blackford of Hayter Plc. The whole
event was sponsored by John Lind-
say Professional Sports Turf.

The seminar opened with an
overview of safe mowing practices
by Robin Blackford. The presenta-
tion certainly left listeners in no
doubt as to the many potential
dangers and accidents which can
be caused by short cuts and lack of
attention. Philip Baldock, Course
Manager at Royal Portrush Golf
Club and also Chairman of the
new North East Section, followed

this with a look at some of the
pests, problems and diseases he
has to cope with on his course. It
was interesting to note that Phil,
as far as possible, avoids the use of
pesticides  preferring  instead
organic or natural methods of con-
trol. BIGGAs Education and Train-
ing Manager then gave an
overview of the training offered by
BIGGA and colleges throughout
the UK for greenkeepers. This led
to a lively discussion on the advan-
tages and disadvantages of the
NVQ system.

Following a brief repose, David
Garland gave an insight into some
of the problems of life on the Tour.
Using video footage, David looked
at a number of challenges to the
rules of golf which have occurred
in recent years and looked at how

At the inaugural seminar, from left, Phil Baldock, David Garland, Ken Richardson,

Graham Wylie and Pat Murphy

the Tour resolved these. The Semi-
nar which was ably chaired by
Graham Wylie, Chairman of the
South East Section, was concluded
by BIGGAs 1997 National Chair-
man, Pat Murphy, who also pre-
sented 12  students from
Greenmount College with their
NVQ awards and gave the vote of
thanks.

The afternoon was successfully
rounded off with a buffet provided
by the catering staff at Green-

Impressive line up for conference

The Scottish Region will hold
its annual one-day conference
in the Dunfermline Conference
Centre on March 3.

Each year the Region tries to
introduce new and topical sub-
jects relevant to greenkeeping
and this year is no exception.

The Region consider them-
selves fortunate in having Bob

Taylor, ecologist, and Jonathan
Smith, wildlife adviser, both
from the Scottish Golf Course
Wildlife Group, speaking about
environmental issues. From
Turnberry Hotel and Golf
Course, George Brown, Course
Manager, will be talking about
the work that goes on behind
the scenes in preparation for

an Open Championship. Steve
Isaac from the STRI will be
advising on how to survive win-
ter play. From Cargill PLC,
Steve Lucas will be discussing
microbacterial populations in
golf greens. Finally, Nick Law-
son from OCMIS Irrigation will
impart his knowledge on irriga-
tion techniques.

Maximum pass marks for the
‘fast track’ Oaklands students

The pass rate for Oaklands Col-
lege NVQ Level 2 “Fast Track”
greenkeepers was 100%. The con-
cept of the fast track course
allows students with industrial
experience to obtain NVQ Level 2
in one year. This system differs
from traditional methods of train-
ing by using a combination of
projects, accreditation for prior
learning, work based assessment
combined within college training.

Students can therefore progress
as rapidly as their experience
allows. Oaklands feels this means
greater motivation for students who
already possess a wide range of
skills and sound knowledge base.

Missing from the group photo
are K. Allen, Hanbury Manor; Neil
Robson Harpenden GC and C. Lit-
tle, South Herts GC.

On the right track: Oaklands C

mount College. It is to be hoped
that this will be the first of many
successful events held by the two
sections in Northern Ireland.

Our thanks must go to the spon-
sor without whom the event
would not have been possible, the
section committee members who
worked hard to achieve the
tremendous attendance figure, all
the speakers for giving of their
time and the staff at Greenmount
College.

New Sales
Manager for
Johnsons

Adrian Hayler has been
appointed National Sales
Manager for the professional
division of Johnsons Seeds.
He will be responsible for
the management,
development and growth of
the agricultural and amenity
business sectors, and will
look after all UK wide sales
activity in these areas.

He brings a lot of industry
experience to the new
position, previously working
for Dalgety Agriculture for
nine years and, prior to that,
for Seed Innovations and
Bartholomews.

“I am delighted with the
opportunity to work with
one of Europe’s leading seed
companies. I look forward to
meeting customers and
ensuring that they get the
best service from all our
sales team,” he said.
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PRO-TEE

ALL-WEATHER

GOLF
MATS

Constructed using a robust and durable
glass reinforced cement base and three
individually replaceable turf sections -
which have 12mm rubber shock pad
backings — the PRO-TEE all-weather golf
mats are ideal for both course and
practice ground use.

Take a closer look at
these features:

Natural feel all-
weather surface

@® Available in two
sizes

Protects the
natural grass

Suitable for right
or left handed
players

Weatherproof,
solid & stable

Peg retention
system that will
not clog up with
broken tees

@® Special levelling
devices

LINKS LEISURE

Find out more by

| contacting Links Leisure

today

SEE US
LINKS LEISURE URJEi
LIMITED
Unit 22,
Civic Industrial Park,

‘ 4 Whitchurch, Shropshire

SY131TT AD
Tel: 01948 663002 REF
Fax: 01948 666381

.ef

egd Saddle-up for a great evening of entertainment

W

——di

r

NIGHI

Make sure you’re not pipped at the post!
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CSITESATE

MODULAR SYSTEMS 4§

...make all the difference to secure

\

storage & accommodation units.

GARAGE PAVILION

WORKSHOP

For further information

~ please contact:
CL'EVEIAN“ Irvine Weston on Te!: 01427 752058 or
U U NS NN Cleveland Sitesafe Ltd. P 'kl“',
SI llabl“l‘\l“ t‘el‘;:n<sdl':le:a(f‘uislhoro‘:ll h ga
LIMITED SR £

Cleveland. TS14 6RQ.
Tel: 01642 475009 or Fax: 01642 471036.

In association with the BIGGA ‘BUY A BRICK’ appeal






