ENTER THE R

ULCRUM BLADE™ IS A

TOTALLY NEW GENERATION OF

SUPPLEMENT FOR YOUR TUREF.
DEVELOPED AND MARKETED BY CARGILL PLC,
ONE OF THE WORLD'S LARGEST FERTILISER
COMPANIES, BLADE™ IS BASED ON THE NEW

TECHNOLOGY OF CARBOHYDRATE NUTRITION.

IT WORKS BY SUPPLYING THE NATURALLY
OCCURING MYCORRHIZA IN THE SOIL WITH

A READILY AVAILABLE SOURCE OF ENERGY.

THE RESULTS SEEN BY A WHOLE RANGE OF
USERS FROM GOLF COURSES TO TURF
GROWERS ARE A HEALTHIER AND STRONGER
PLANT WITH FAR GREATER TOLERANCE TO
DROUGHT, DUE TO THE INCREASE IN ROOT
MASS, LEADING TO MORE EFFICIENT USE OF

THE OTHER INPUTS APPLIED.

RECENTLY LAUNCHED IN THE UK, THIS NEW
TECHNOLOGY IS ONE OF THE MOST COST
EFFECTIVE, NATURAL WAYS OF OPTIMISING

THE PERFORMANCE OF YOUR TUREF.

PLEASE CONSULT ONE OF OUR DISTRIBUTORS
FOR DETAILS OR CONTACT CARGILL ON

FREEPHONE 0800 919187.

ENERGY BASED TURF IMPROVER
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¢¢ THE DIFFERENCE WITH FULCRUM 1§ VOU_‘CA’N
ACTUALLY SEE THE NEW ROOTS DEVELOPING.
“WITH MOST ORGANIC FE'EDS, YOU CAN’T SEE

A DIFFERENCE. %)

CHRIS SQUIRES, HEAD GREENKEEPER,

RUTLAND CountYy GoLF CLUB, LlNL()l\SHlRL.
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The Fund provides the key to the

future for greenkeeper, golf club and

game. Individuals and com-
panies can join the Golden

Key Circle and Silver Key
Circle. For details contact
BIGGA on

GOLDEN KEY. 01347 838581

CIRCLES

Golden Key Circle Company
Members

Silver Key Circle Company Members

Got your breath back after BTME98?
Well, we're already taking orders for
exhibition space at BTME99!

To make your booking or for further
information call 01347 838581 now!

BTM@
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The path of leased resistance
A Guide to acquiring new equipment.

15 Thatch of the Day
Jim McConnell, of Banbridge GC, addresses the problem of thatch.

| 16 BTME '98 - A very fine vintage
All the news and reports from the Greatest Show on Earth... probably.
Including the Executive Director's steamy diary of the week, the ‘Buy a
Brick' Campaign and some of the new products on display.

22 Sowing the Seeds
John Hughes passes on some practical advice on overseeding
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Hugh Tilley looks at the complexities of drainage.
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Back in the Green

Royal Mid Surrey has seen the colour return to its cheeks over the past
year thanks to an overseeding programme and a new irrigation system.
Scott MacCallum went to visit.

News
Work begins on new HQ. Fancy working at The Open? Ransomes'
sale goes through, Scott's Buy Levington's. Pages 7, 8, 9, 26, 28 & 31
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10-11 Letters

10 Assistant’s Profile.
Gordon McKie, St Andrews Links.

13 Health and Safety

14 Education
Ken Richardson give news on three competitions.

32-39 Around The Green

58 Features Listing
Helps you track down the features from old issues.

58 As l see it...
BIGGA National Chairman, Gordon Child, begins his new column.
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The new John Deere
RZI 700 features a
high-pressure, 284 litre
system that injects
liquid directly to the
root zone of the soil.

WEVE PumPED®

Up THE PRESSURE

ON PESTS

INTRODUCING THE JOHN DEERE RZ1 700

Effective. Efficient. Environmen-
tally friendly. You pick the de-
scription. The new John Deere
RZI 700 fits them all. Now, you
have an alternative to

traditional methods.You can
inject liquids directly into the root zone,
eliminating drift and minimising surface
toxicity.
The RZI 700 delivers treatment up to 15 cm
deep through 16 single or multi-orifice

nozzles.The 345 kg/cm? (5,000 psi) series
ensures injections penetrate even hard-
packed soil. And, at 4.8 km/h working
speed and 75 x 75 c¢m spacing, the RZI 700
covers a lot of ground at 6020 m? per

hour. It all adds up to bad news for

pests like white grubs and mole crickets.

In fact, tests show that a high percentage

of grubs are killed from the force




Pat starts work on
new headquarters

As soon as the bells to welcome in
the new year had died down work
began  on BIGGA's new
Headquarters and training facility
and it was on Monday January the
5th that Chairman, Pat Murphy,
arrived at Aldwark Manor to per-
form one of his last official duties
before BTME.

The cutting of the first turf on the

und which will house the new

cadquarters marked the culmina-

tion of months and years of negoti-
ation and planning.

The new building will be adjacent
to the 16th hole of Aldwark Manor
Hotel Golf and Country Club, just
north of York, and only 100 yards
from the Association’s existing
rented accommodation. Once com-
plete - the projected completed
date being September of this year -
it will offer superb facilities for
Headquarter’s-based training
courses as well as accommodating
14 staff members.

“Today is a moment many of us
have dreamed about for several
years and I am extremely proud
and fortunate to be the man to
start off the building work,” said
Pat Murphy.

“The fact that we are in a position
to build our own Headquarters is a
measure of the success the

Left to Right: Pat Murphy; Project Manager, Stewart Broadhurst;

Quantity Surveyor, Bridget Pearson; BIGGA Executive Director, Neil
Thomas, and Contract Manager James Moody, of RBA Moody

Brothers (Contractors Ltd).

Association has enjoyed to date,
and with the excellent facilities the
new building will provide, BIGGA
is sure to go from strength to
strength,” he added.

Within hours of the first turf

being turned site preparation work
began in earnest and a matter of
days later the site was virtually
unrecognisable as it had been
fenced off and heavy machinery
had been moved in.

Patron’s receive their just
desserts at Award dinner

Region Patron’s

The Scottish
Award Dinner at the Terrace Hotel,
in Stirling, saw an excellent atten-
dance of Patron’s, Regional Board
and Section representatives.

The Region and Patrons congrat-

ulated all winners of the awards
each of whom was presented with a
seroll, books and given a three day
trip to BTME,

he awards went to members
who had devoted a great deal of

time to Section business.

Picture shows award winners L-R.
Stuart Sime, Leven Links GC;
George Morrison, West Kilbride
GC; Kenny Duncan, Dunfermline
GC; Gordon Trotter, Glencorse GC;
Dale Robertson, Newmacher GC;
Stuart Taylor, Killermont GC; John
Morton, Alford GC, Robert
Thomson, Peebles GC and John
Scott, Kirkhill GC with Scottish
Regional Chairman Sam Morrison.

Abbott wins
holy water for
Sunningdale

M ] Abbott Ltd has begun work
on the installation of a new irri-
gation system to both the Old
Course and New Course at
Sunningdale Golf Club.

The contract incorporates the
design, supply of equipment and
installation of the irrigation sys-
tem to 36 golf holes, putting
greens, practice area and turf
nursery.

Rain Bird Europe has designed
the system which incorporates
the Maxi Nimbus Control
System, Maxi Weather Station,
Eagle, Falcon and R50 series
sprinklers and PEB pressure regu-
lating solenoid valves.

All staff working on the site are
directly employed by M | Abbott
Ltd which owns and operates a
fleet of specially adaplefrmachin-
ery for use on golf courses.

M | Abbott Ltd are no strangers
to working at prestigious Clubs.
Their portfolio includes The
Belfry, Celtic Manor Hotel and
Golf Club, and Killarney Golf
and Fishing Club among many
others.

Members
get Open
Invitation

Applications are invited from
members to join BIGGA's Green-
keeping Support team for the 1998
Open Championship at Royal
Birkdale GC.

Those wishing to be considered
must be Full Members of the
Association and should be available
from Wednesday evening July 15 to
Sunday evening July 19. The
opportunity to take part in the
most important golf event of the
year is open both to team members
from previous years and also those
members who are wishing to partic-
ipate for the first time.

Duties will be allocated on a rota
basis over the four days of play and
include early morning course
preparation, bunker raking while
matches are in play and evening
course maintenance.

Members may also be also asked
to co-operate with the gathering of
information for distribution in the
Press Centre which helps raise the
profile of the Association at the
Championship. All members of the
Support Team will be expected to
remain on the course throughout
the day and be available in the
event of any unforeseen circum-
stances arising.

Accommodation, all meals and
transport will be provided by the
Association but successful appli-
cants will be expected to pay their
own travelling expenses from home
to the Championship and return.

Those members wishing to be
involved should put their names
forward in writing to John
Pemberton, A«fminislralion
Manager, at BIGGA's HQ, Aldwark
Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York, Y06
2NFE, to be received no later than
March 16.

All names will then be placed into
a draw to select the successful
applicants. If you have not been to
this event before in this capacity
and wish to learn more about what
will be expected please do not hesi-
tate to contact John. Tel: 01347
838581.

| use ﬂhgfzr

because

It suits my course
Alastair Tough, Muckhart GC
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CBE honour
for Neville

British Seed Houses Managin
Director Neville Bark was awardc§
a CBE in the New Year’s Honours
List for his contribution to agricul-
ture.

He has been Chairman of the
National Institute of Agricultural
Botany for the last two years and
was instrumental in establishing a
dedicated amenity grass seed divi-
sion in 1976.

“I'm naturally delighted to receive
this award but I regard it as recog-
nition of NIAB’s reputation and
continuing value to the agricultural
industry as much as an honour for
mysclf." said Neville.

Matt moves up

Jacobsen Division of Textron Ltd
has become increasingly involved
in sales of golf course equipment to
large Companies (conglomerates)
owning more than one golf course.
In recognition of the huge potential
growth in this area Jacobsen has
appointed Matt Gough to the posi-
tion of Sales Support Executive
reporting to David Withers,
National Accounts Manager.

Matt, who has been with
Jacobsen for five years, brings a
wealth of both product knowledge
and demonstration skills to this
position.

Charity begins at
home for Swanston

Swanston  Golf  Club, in
Edinburgh, held a charity golf day
in aid of the Sick Kids" Hospital,
the Intensive Care Unit and Radio
Lollipop.

They were chosen because of the
care and help they gave to
Swanston Course Manager, Chris
Yeaman’s, young son, Christopher,
who was in hospital for six months
after having a terrible accident on
his father’s golf course during the
Christmas period two years ago,
while out sledging with his frienﬁs,

After the golf there was a disco
and presentation of prizes, and pre-
sentation of cheques to the various
charities.

“We would like to thank East
Section Scotland for the kind dona-
tion of £200 to Ward 4,” said
Andrew Forrest, Deputy Course
Manager, at Swanston.

“A Swanston GC member, Ronnie
Reid, also held a charity golf event
at  Dalmahoy Country Club.
Thanks to Ronnie for the organisa-
tion of the event, and to those who
played in the event which included
some football celebrities.

GARAGE

*SITESAFE

AN MODULAR SYSTEMS

...make all the difference to secure

storage & accommodation units.

PAVILION

For further information

WORKSHOP

please contact:

(:lAl;VE'AAN]’ Irvine Weston on Tel: 01427 752058 or
VY HENSIYANDN Cleveland Sitesafe Ltd. Park Farm,
bl l Isb[‘lils v cI;:nsdl':le:a(;ui:bor(): h Kia
LIMITED S S

Cleveland. TS14 6RQ.

aD Tel: 01642 475009 or Fax: 01642 471036.
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John Macaulay, of Radio Lollipop with East Section Chairman,

Jimmy Neilson, and Chris Yeaman.

“Our thanks go to the members of
Swanston G.C. who took part in the
days event. And to everybody at
Dalmahoy Country Club,” said
Andrew.

The total raised from the two
events was £2,200 this was then
divided between the various charities.

Chris’” son went in for his six
monthly check up in December
and while there he presented a
cheque to Ward 4 for £625 and to
Intensive Care Unit also for £625.
His check up went well and every-
thing looks promising for the
future.

A BIGGA thank you to Tim

To mark the conclusion of seven
years of unstinting work on
Greenkeeper International and
many of BIGGA's promotional
material, Tim Moat, of Headline

Communications, Design and
Production Editor since the maga-
zine’s inception was presented with
a token of the Association’s appre-
ciation.

The presentation was made at
Tim’s offices in York by Sales and
Marketing Manager, James

McEvoy, and Editor, Scott
MacCallum.

“Tim has been a big part of the
development  of  Greenkeeper
International and I know we all
wish him well in the future,” said
James.

This issue of Greenkeeper
International is the first to be
designed by' David Emery, who
joined the Association as its first in-
house Design and Production
Editor late last year.



Wisley experience for Declan

As part of his Master in
Education Award, Declan
Gallagher, Programme Manager in
Golf Greenkeeping at Cannington
College, spent 12 weeks working at
the Wisley Golf Club in Surrey.
Under the guidance of David
Whitaker, Master Greenkeeper and
former Greenkeeper of the Year,
Declan was able to fully participate
in the daily routine maintenance
operations.

‘I wanted to get my hands dirty
and be an accepted part of the crew,
three of whom were ex-Cannington

Plumpton College in East
Sussex has become the
first college of its type to
be awarded a Charter
Mark for excellence in ser-
vice to the public.

“The award is a tribute to
the hard work and dedica-
tion of College staff who,
despite cuts in funding, are
providing a better service
to the public each year,"
said Principal John
Brookham.

Picture shows staff from
the College with John
Brookham on the right dis-
pensing the drink.

students, so |
had to be on
my toes,” he
said.

Declan was
able to mow
greens, tees
and fairways,
rake bunkers,
flymo and
hand pick Poa
Annua from
the greens, and was able to observe
and ask questions about the tasks
he couldn’t participate in.

The primary purpose for working
at the Wisley was to carry out field
research into the illlp({l‘lzll\n‘n‘ of
vocational updating for lecturing
staff. Cannington College strives to
ensure its lecturing staff are techni-
cally competent in their respected
vocational subjects. Last summer
Huw Parry, Senior Lecturer in Golf
Course Management, worked on a
golf  construction project in
Portugal and recently employed
Brain Jones, Greenkeeping
Instructor was Head Greenkeeper
at East Dorset Golf Club.

New training
role for Geoff

Geoff Porter, previously of Forest
of Arden, Royal Antwerp and
GolfClub Issum in Germany has
taken up a project managing and
training role in India with archi-
tects David Hemstock Associates.

He would like to keep in touch
with the greenkeeping world while
in India and can be contacted by e-
mail through Geoff Porter@golf-
design.demon.co.uk

Cheers, John!

The winner of the case of wine
from the free prize draw at the Sisis
Direct “Direct-to-Your-Door-Tour”
was John Scotney, of Sleaford GC.
He was presented with his prize by
Area Representative Jason Briggs.

A free lunch...?

At a recent company day Ronnie
Bunting, of Kilmacolm GC, won a
prize of lunch and a round of golf
for four people over the Monarch’s
Course at Gleneagles... but he did*
not have to swing a club to do it.

Ronnie won the prize for his skill
as an after dinner speaker and is
now having to show similar skills as
a diplomat in choosing which of his
old, and many new, friends he is
going to take with him.

When it comes to staying the course, you can bank on the Allen National
range keeping you on the straight and narrow.The Allen National range
of triple mowers - 68, 68DL & 84 - are the only real choice for the
professional on the tees and surrounds. And as for bunkers, they’re

no longer a hazard. The 68DL has transport speed, electric start
and full width rollers. Banking has never been so easy.

FOR A FREE BROCHURE

OR COMPLETE THE COUPON BELOW

: NAME:

| ADDRESS:
|

POSTCODE:

GI/NAT/2/98

Allen Power Equipment Ltd. The Broadway, Didcot, Oxon OX |1 8ES, England
For Sales & Service Tel: (01235) 515400 Fax: (01235) 515401
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Usually the spotlight falls on
the Course Manager or Head
Greenkeeper at a Club.

Now it is the turn of those
whose work often goes
unheralded to star.

Name: Gordon McKie

Club: St Andrews Links
Position: Deputy Head
Greenkeeper

Age: 30

1. How long have you been
a greenkeeper?

12 years.

2. What education are you
currently undertaking?

HNC Golf Course Irrigation
Systems.

3. Which one task do you
most enjoy doing?

Building and revetting bunkers
4. Which one task do you
most dislike doing?

Not many but probably cleaning
ditches.

5. What job other than
greenkeeping might you
have ended up doing?
Motor Mechanic

6. Who has been the biggest
influence on your career?

lain MaclLeod, Head Greenkeeper
at Tain Golf Club.

7. What would you do to
improve the life of a green-
keeper?

Teach golfers how to rake a
bunker properly.

8. What are your hobbies?
Golf, football and music

9. What do you get out of
BIGGA?

Magazine, BTME.

10. What do you hope to be
doing in 10 years time?

Head Greenkeeper or Course
Manager at a top course
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Address your letters to the Editor; Greenkeeper
International, Aldwark Manor, Aldwark, Alne,
York YO6 2NF. You can also fax them to 01347
838864, or e-mail them to general@bigga.co.uk

But why should | join BIGGA?

As a BIGGA member who was the
beneficiary of two exceptional
events in November, I feel duty
bound to write to the magazine and
share my experiences with all of you
who care to read on.

My first sojourn took me to
the deep south to participate in
the BIGGA Golf Environment
Competition in association with
Amazone and Rhéone Poulenc award
ceremony. Our club was chosen as
the Scottish regional winner, which
was a real surprise to me knowing
the quality of the work already car-
ried out at other Scottish clubs such
as Loch Lomond. So with this in
mind, it was with great pride that I
travelled down to the highly impres-
sive. Hankley Common to accept
our award.

This is the second year in a row
that we have won this specific
award and I would like to say that
the people who I have met at each
award ceremony, in conjunction
with the award itself, have provided
me with a great deal of motivation
and inspiration to drive on with our
conservation management plan at
Linlithgow. I am sure that our club
is not the only one which gains so
much from this competition and I
think Rod Baker can take great per-
sonal satisfaction from the way this
whole concept has grown, and from
the good that it has engendered.

Part two of my week of travelling
took me to sunny Marbella
(although it was pouring when I
arrived and left), to deliver a talk to
the inaugural FEGGA conference.

When first asked by FEGGA
Chairman, Dean Cleaver, to repre-
sent BIGGA by delivering the paper
on the environment I was stunned,
honoured and delighted (in that
order), but I became so concerned
with trying to live up to Dean’s
expectations that I travelled to
Spain with very few expectations
about what I could learn from the
whole experience. This state of
affairs did not last too long though
because literally from the moment
of my arrival, which was fortuitous-
ly just in time for dinner, I was put
at ease by the assembled company,
which by the nature of the event
consisted of many of the leading
lights of greenkeeping in Europe.

During the two day conference I
learned a great many things not
only about greenkeeping, but about
life’in continental Europe in gener-
al, which in these days of common
Governmental policies may prove
to be very important. Consequently
[ came away from listening to the
many varied and stimulating talks
given with the impression tﬁﬂt we
greenkeepers in the UK may have

our problems, but they are in no
way comparable to some of the
things that our colleagues on the
continent have to put up with.

It was struck home to me in Spain
that not only do our continental
cousins have to put up with difficult
climactic conditions, oppressive
pesticide legislation and a populace
that generally has no time for golf,
but they face these difficulties
with much smaller Professional
Associations than ours. This is a
very important point and one that
is far too often taken for granted in
this country. In BIGGA we British
greenkeepers not only have a very
well run organisation led by moti-
vated and capable people, but we
have a collective voice for the pro-
fession that is taken seriously by
others in the golf industry and
beyond.

In conclusion, I would like to say
that I have had an exceptional year,
taking part in many wonderful
events mdudmg the Loch Lomond
Invitational, The Open, 'lhe
National Tournament as well
that fabulous week in N()\'cmbcr
which was all made possible for me
only .through my involvement in
BIGGA. So if anyone has to ask me
“Why should 1 join the BIGGA?”
my answer will be ready for them!
David Roy
Course Manager
Linlithgow GC

Jim’ll fix i
im ix it...

Having been in greenkeeping for
the last 43 years and therefore seen
many dmngcs [ have reflected on
who has been responsible for the
major changes in the game.

Firstly, professionals I am sure
would agree that Arnold Palmer was
the prime mover for nldkl% things
happen even to the point where
more golfers wanted to see and lis-
ten to his passion for the game.

From the greenkeeping side I have
to say nobody, and I mean nobody,
has done more for greenkeepers
than Jim Arthur. He started off as a
lone voice in the wilderness telling
us - not to overwater, that g green is
not everything, don’t try to be like
the States etc, etc, etc. How true
this has all turned out to be.

He is the man who makes greens
committees sit up and take notice
with his forthright views. Of course,
lots of people do not go along with
Jim's views but as we all know the
truth can sometimes hurt.

One thing I am convinced of is
that greenkeeping would be a lot
poorer without Jim Arthur.

Greenkeeping has progressed dra-
matically over the last ten years or
so and, believe me, in no small mea-
sure this is due to Jim and people
like him who see the future and are
not afraid to state their case.

[ am not like the fellow who said
“I don’t mind progress so long as it
doesn’t mean change” but I think
we need to take stock now and
again and make sure that every road
we take is the right one with no
dead ends.

John Nudds
Course Manager
Gerard’s Cross GC

Toro-mendous
I would like to thank BIGGA and

Toro for a very enjoyable time at
the finals of the Toro Awards held
at Harrogate. Meeting the other
finalists and swapping stories of
grccnkeeping times.

Tom Murray

Ratho Park GC

PS. All the best to Ian McMillan
and Steve Nixon who were worthy
winners of the awards.

PPS. Harrogate has lots of shops
so any greenkeepers taking their
wives or girlfriends beware! Don’t
let them loose it’s fatal - hence my
empty wallet.

A northern
thank you

The Northern Region has had its
ups and downs, its hlghs and lows
but over the course of many years
the Region has become a credit to
all members who have participated
in Regional events and Seminars.
Major events such as the Hayter
Golf Challenge, which the Northern
Region has won on numerous occa-
sions, with all Sections thriving.
Since Bob Lupton took over we
have had three National Chairman,
George Malcolm, Barry Heaney
and our immediate Past Chairman,
Pat Murphy. So between the three
of them they must have clocked up
more miles than Michael Palin!

Bob and Sarah had worked tire-
lessly for the Region with the intro-
duction of the Patron’s Scheme so
without the support of the Patrons
the Region would not be as prosper-
ous.

I have to thank Bob and Sarah for
the support they have shown me
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