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Links: The perfect terrain

Dr Tom Kavanagh has been a
consultant to golf clubs for a
quarter of a century. He has a
special interest in links.
Following early retirement
from Kinsealy Research
Centre in 1988, where he was
Head of the Turfgrass Unit, he
now advises courses
throughout the Republic of
Ireland as an independent
consultant,

Golf courses on dune sand are
recognised as providing the
best challenge for golf as well as
the best all year round conditions
for play. They have enormous
advantages in the quality of the
turf, always dry underfoot with
contours shaped naturally by the
wind and with a beautiful unique
flora. Golf started in Scotland on
seaside grazing land where sheep
did the mowing as well as form-
ing the bunkers. As golf became
popular, linksland was sought for
golf courses but it was a scarce
commodity. So golf migrated on
to inland soil where greens were

initially mowed out of fields, top-
dressed with sandy soil and
eventually surrounded with
mounds with possibly a bunker or
two. All of that happened over a
period of a hundred or so years.
These kinds of greens could stand
the use they got when golf was
confined to one or two half days
per week and membership was
limited to a few professional peo-
ple. As the game became more
popular, and particularly in the
last decade, these inland clubs
were faced with reconstructing
their greens or moving to new
sites. Now the clubs and the con-
tractors were faced with the high
cost of having to import gravel
and rootzone sand for green con-
struction.

The position in links was quite
different in that all materials for
green construction were on site.
But to understand how, even on
links, drainage problems could
occur in low fairways, one has to
remember how links originated
hundreds of years ago. Walking
on a beach on a dry day, sand can

be seen moving in waves along
the beach, carried by the wind. If
the day is very stormy, sand will
even hit walkers in the face. Over
centuries sand has been moved
inland in this way, covering agri-
cultural fields. If these fields were
free-draining, no waterlogging
occurred in the sand but if the
fields were marshy or peaty, the
impervious nature of the underly-
ing bog could affect the sandy
covering in lower areas. Also if
the fields were at sea level or
below at high tides, this could
lead to ponding in the overlying
sand. In this last case, raising the
level of the sand is the only solu-
tion but in other cases drainage
of the underlying bog might be
possible sometimes even by cut-
ting through peat accumulations
formed over many thousands of
years to the mineral soil under-
neath. Sea water coming on to
low lying parts of fairways in
spring tides may cause no dam-
age because over many years the
fescues and bents have become
adapted to these conditions.

The movement of sand on a
beach depends on the strength of
the wind and the size of the sand
particles. Particles which hit a
walker in the face have become
airborne because they have a par-
ticle size below 0.1mm in diame-
ter. Particles which blow in waves
close to the ground are in the size
range 0.1mm to 0.5mm. Particles
above 0.5mm simply roll along
the ground. Sand blowing inland
from a beach is trapped initially
by shrubs and rocks. As more
sand accumulates, vegetation,
especially marram grass, develops
in the sand. This grass which
thrives in a moving sand situation
traps the sand and thus a dune is
formed which grows in height
depending on the exposure of the
site and the supply of sand avail-
able. In the west of Ireland
courses such as Ballybunion and
Belmullet have very large sand
dunes. The majority of sand parti-
cles in the dunes will probably be
in the 0.lmm to 0.5mm size.
Sand covered areas behind the
dunes become colonised by red
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fescues chiefly with a wide vari-
ety of wild flora which are so
attractive in the rough on links
golf courses.

In designing a golf course on
linksland the architect has the
task of producing a challenging

of the terrain. Where some modi-
fication of fairways is necessary,
the original turf should be
removed together with the
attaching black sand which is
usually not more than 150mm
deep. This black sand is an

on links invaluable because of its
lower pH, its organic content and
its microflora. When modifica-
tions to shape the fairway have
been made, these turves and
black sand can be returned and

rotovated into the surface in

Ballybunion Picture: BRIAN MORGAN
original turf and black sand are
not saved when fairways are
modified, alternatives are
hydroseeding with a mulch of
peat and woodpulp, or slurry or a

course with minimum alteration  invaluable and scarce commodity  preparation for seeding. If the chemical stabiliser such as poly- =
SO QUIET, YOU CAN HEAR A PIN DROP.
Early morning mowing is no problem for this
greenkeeper. He knows there'll be no complaints
about noise because he’s operating a
Greensmaster 3200.
With an exceptionally quiet engine
it maintains its power for a full day’s work.
An operator’s dream, this new model is the latest
in Toro's top-selling Greensmaster 3000 series. Its unique new cutting system
gives a superb quality of cut.

Floating cutting units follow ground
contours like never before, while the ability of
the cutting units to steer prevents sliding and
scuffing when turning. Liquid cooled and
diesel powered, it is exceptionally quiet, gives
minimal vibration, comfortable seating and

Ehenew NERE THicM single joystick fingertip controls.
If you want to hear a pin drop, give us a call and
we'll walk your course with you and recommend
the best machine for your needs.
You can trust Toro expertise and quality.
Simply telephone 01480 476971 and we'll Bringing perfection
arrange for a local dealer to contact you. to play.
AD
REF

TORO DISTRIBUTED BY LELY (UK) LIMITED, STATION ROAD, ST NEOTS, HUNTINGDON, ®
CAMBRIDGESHIRE PE19 1QH TELEPHONE 01480 476971 FACSIMILE 01480 216167
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and black sand is preferable as
this method facilitates seedling
establishment which can be very
difficult on links due to wind
blow. Organic sand also provides
moisture retention and promotes
deeper rooting.

If greens can be mowed out of
fairways with minimum modifica-
tion, all the better — these will
have very natural contours.They
will have a tough sward mainly of
fescue if they have been grazed
by sheep. If not grazed, a deep
pile of moss, fescue and miscella-
neous weeds and sedges will have
developed which treatment with
ferrous sulphate and traffic will
quickly reduce to a mowable con-
dition. Where major modifica-
tions are necessary, saving the
original turf and underlying black
sand is essential. These turves can
be laid back on the modified
ground preferably in their origi-
nal condition with black sand and
roots attached extending up to
150mm in depth. Obviously these
cannot have been cut with a sod
cutter but to have been dug out
with spades. When laid back
roughly and allowed to begin to
grow, a mechanical compacter
can be used to produce a reason-
ably smooth surface which will be
further improved by repeated top-
dressing. This method of green
construction and establishment is
very successful.

Links sand is usually limey due
to the marine shell it contains.

The amount of lime can range
from zero to over 5070. Greens
on courses with very limey sand
usually suffer severely from Take
All disease especially in their
early years as a result of topdress-
ing with the sand or after hollow
coring. Use of black sand for top-
dressing may reduce this problem
because of its lower pH, its
organic matter content and the
microorganisms which it con-
tains. Wind blown sand coming
on to greens from a beach or
from bunkers can be another
source of Take All.

“In recent years our
changing climate has put
a severe strain on links
which had no irrigation
arrangements on tees
and fairways’

Nutrition on links differs from
that on inland courses in that
care must be taken to preserve
the links character by not over
fertilising. Too high nutrition
especially with nitrates and phos-
phates would favour annual
meadowgrass invasion at the
expense of fescues. Golfers tend
to expect greens, tees and fair-
ways to have a rich green colour
such as they see on tournament
courses on television. However,
aiming to produce such colour
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would damage links which should
have a pale greenish brown over-
all colour typical of seaside links.
Forcing green colour by fertilising
will introduce annual meadow-
grass.

Leatherjackets are usually
abundant in links and can dam-
age fairways, tees and greens if
not controlled. Crows and other
birds can do severe damage
searching for leatherjackets in the
turf. An insect which is more diffi-
cult to control is the garden
chafer. These occur in large num-
bers in uncompacted areas
around greens, tees and bunkers.
They damage the turf by eating
the roots and birds searching for
them do further damage. Chafers
seem to have increased since per-
sistent insecticides were with-
drawn. Spraying as for
leatherjackets does not seem to
be effective because they are deep
in the sand. When they emerge as
beetles in late May or early June,
spraying is more effective.

In recent years our changing
climate has put a severe strain on
links which had no irrigation
arrangements on tees and fair-
ways. Now such provision is stan-
dard particularly in the drier
eastern coasts of these islands.
However, in the interest of pre-
serving the links character, irriga-
tion should be restricted. Another
climatic effect on links courses is
the increasing occurrence of
severe gales and the consequent
erosion of the coast. Some clubs

spend large sums on counteract-
ing erosion and these will be
pleased at the prospect of getting
financial assistance through
recent EU directives on coastal
zone management. The fore-
casted rise in sea levels due to
global warming will be a topic of
great interest to links early in the
next millenium.

Apart from the quality of links
as golfing terrain, its flora is a
major attraction. The number of
flowering species is extraordinary,
ranging from eyebright, lady’s
bedstraw, cowslip and birdsfoot
trefoil to orchids, burnet rose,
dwarf willow and gorse. More
than 50 such species have been
identified on one course. Need-
less to say, apart from daisy con-
trol on fairways, no broad leaf
herbicide is used on areas of
rough in these courses, undesir-
able weeds such as ragwort being
controlled by hand rogueing. It is
unlikely that further development
of linksland for golf will take
place because of EU habitat direc-
tives and establishment of Special
Areas of Conservation. Sand
dunes will undoubtedly be
ranked as priority habitats. What
restrictions will be placed on
existing links courses, of which
there are only about 1SO in exis-
tence, remains to be seen. One
restriction which will be neces-
sary whether from an EU direc-
tive or not is the limitation of
traffic on these scarce and sensi-
tive areas.
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OUR QUALITY Is ON COURSE

No one can accuse John Deere of standing The 220A is the latest addition to John
still. Since 1995, we've added 8 quality Deere’s quality line of walk-behind greens
machines to our line. Another strong state- mowers. 220A improvements include an iso-
ment about our commitment to your busi- lation-mounted engine for reduced vibration,
ness. New this year are the Turf Gator and improved operator-presence safety system,
220A Walk-Behind Greens Mower. and an easier-filling grass box design.

The Turf Gator’s unique combination of Add superior parts support and our
toughness and quietness make it perfect for existing line of quality mowers, tractors,
the golf course. Toughness comes from uni- aerators, root zone injectors and utility
body construction and one-piece forged vehicles and you see why John Deere is the
axles. Quietness comes from a large volume fastest growing golf and turf equipment
silencer, internal sound absorbing mate- name in the world. Talk with us soon

rial, and golf-car-style transmission. for a first-hand look.

NOTHING RUNS LIKE A DEERE

John Deere Ltd., Harby Road, Langar, Nottingham NG 13 9HT, Telephone 01949 863299 (answerphone)




AD |
REF

172

AD

serl CWI1 4SN

Soften the blows
with Bar Extreme.

When presentational appearance
is paramount and the surface is
most aggressively played, our Bar
Extreme mixture will present an
excellent quality playing surface.

Barenbrug's breeders have
S combined the advantages of heavy
g s duty perennial ryegrass with
© \ some remarkable fine turf
characteristics to give tennis
courts, cricket wickets, golf tees
and fairways the edge.

As with all
pR.

Barenbrug
mixtures, it
contains Q
varieties s
{,/ consistently

< rated in the

% top banding of

~ the STRI list.

BARENBRUG

Great in Grass
Tel: (01359) 270766 Fax: (01359) 271021

Does your current supplier of Top Dressings, Root Zones
and Sands:

[ Own a quarry containing the highest quality
Cheshire Silica Sand?
2 Produce all products to BS EN ISO 9002?

@ Carry out hourly tests of all of the grades of sand
which they produce, to ensure the highest quality?

@ Test every batch of Top dressing and Root Zone to
assure you the consistency which you require?

L Have the productive capacity to produce 600 tons of
Top Dressing per day, so that you will not be let
down at the busiest times of the year?

@ Use top quality hauliers to ensure that deliveries are
in the right place, at the right time and without a
mess?

If your current supplier cannot offer you all of these, we
would be delighted to.

Please call 01270 765996 for prompt service and delivery.

/@b@slha? @W&H@V@sﬁm@\

Arclid Quarry
Congleton Road
Sandbach
Cheshire
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&% Education

BY KEN
RICHARDSON

had hoped to have been able to give

full details of the Finalists for this
year's TORO Student of the Year Compe-
tition in this article. Unfortunately, this
edition of Greenkeeper International went
to press before we had chance to com-
plete the judging. However, the judges,
Peter Mansfield, from TORO (Lely), Gor-
don Child, Vice Chairman of BIGGA and
myself, thought that it would be useful to
describe the process of selecting the
National Finalists and to give some idea
of what we, the judges look for.

The organisation of each year’s com-
petition begins as soon as the previous
year’s National Final has taken place,
when representatives from TORO, Lely
UK and BIGGA meet to discuss the cur-
rent year’s competition, to discuss any
changes that are needed and fix the
dates of Regional and National Finals of
the next year's competition. The next
step is the production of the Competition
Leaflet, which contains the Competition
Rules, a list of prizes, and the dates
when entries have to be submitted. The
prizes for this year's competition were
slightly different to previous years as the

two runners-up now win a trip to the
GCSAA show and conference, which will
be held in Anaheim, California, in Febru-
ary 1998. The Winner, who becomes the
TORO Student of the Year wins the
TORO Scholarship, which includes: a six
week turf management study course at
the University of Massachusetts, visits to
the TORO Company Headquarters in
Minneapolis, the TORO Irrigation Divi-
sion in Riverside California and, if time
permits, a visit to the Golf Course Super-
intendents Association of America Con-
ference and Show where he/she will join
the two runners-up and his/her tutor.
There is also the additional benefit of
being named the TORO Student of the
Year which is a major achievement to put
on anyone’s CV. | remember reading that
if Margaret Thatcher were ever to look
for another job then all she need write on
her CV under achievements was Prime
Minister of the United Kingdom. TORO
Student of the Year is not quite in that
league but in the Greenkeeping Industry
it would certainly open many doors.

By this time any student reading this
article must be asking “How do | enter

On July 27 | made my way to Edin-
burgh by train where | was joined
by Peter Mansfield, the ever smiling
General Manager of Toro Products,
and BIGGA Education Officer Ken
Richardson. Our mission was to
interview all Toro Student of the
Year nominations and pick the
regional winners to go forward to
the final at Aldwark in October.

We spent all day Monday at the
Royal Terrace Hotel meeting the
Scottish entrants, leaving late after-
noon for the next day's interviews in
Bradford. The journey was to prove
a forerunner for the week ahead.
Those of you who have been in
Ken’s company for long will know
that he is an ex RAF man with rnany
stories to tell, and as we sped
through the scenic countryside of
Scotland and Northern England,
there seemed to be a never ending
list of old RAF depots or places Ken
had visited. Talking about them only
served to refuel his tank and with
the aid of a Maurice Chevalier
lozenger to sooth the working parts,
he was able to complete the trip
with his voice intact.

Down to the serious job of judg-
ing. The standard varied in all four
venues but all had their highs. After
Bradford, where we met the North-
ern nominees, we travelled south to
Hemel Hempstead for the South

Hard work, but enjoyable

East, then on to Cheltenham for a
long day with the South West fol-
lowed by the Midlands.

For the students to win nomina-
tions is an achievement in itself, but
to reach the final and maybe to go
on to win this prestigious award
must give their career prospects a
big lift. So it was disappointing to
see some dressed more appropriate
to a day digging ditches than an
interview which could play a major
part in their chosen career. | may be
old fashioned but first impressions
and presentation go a long way.

The four days were hard and tir-
ing but very interesting with still one
to go in Dublin. | am sure all the
winners will make a very good close
final at Aldwark. | must on behalf of
all students of greenkeeping and
BIGGA, thank Toro for their gener-
ous support to this competition. The
winner will have the wonderful
opportunity of receiving the Toro
scholarship to the USA, where he or
she will go to Massachusetts Uni-
versity for six weeks and visit the
Toro factories and the GCSAA Con-
ference at Anaheim, California. The
two runners-up will win a visit to the
Conference and Show in Anaheim.
For the ones who don't make it, the
whole experience will | am sure
enhance their greenkeeping career.
Gordon Child




to be a winner

this Competition”. The answer for 1997
is that you are too late as the Competi-
tion is reaching its final stages. However,
the leaflets for the 1998 TORO Student
of the Year Competition will be available
on the BIGGA and TORO stands at
BTME in Harrogate, in January, and
copies will be sent to colleges. All nomi-
nated students, who should be from
N/SVQ Level 2/National Certificate/
Diploma Courses, must complete appli-
cation forms, available from BIGGA.
Greenkeeping tutors must complete
nomination forms for each student.
Nominated students must be employed
or at a college or be resident in the
United Kingdom or the Republic of Ire-
land. Application forms normally have to
arrive at BIGGA HQ by the end of May,
when the entries are sorted into
Regions ready for the Regional Finals
which take place during late July. The
panel of judges, normally comprising a
representative from TORO, usually Pete
Mansfield, from Lely UK, the Vice Chair-
man of BIGGA and myself, travel to
each BIGGA Region and to the Republic
of Ireland to interview each candidate
and compare him/her against the others
in that Region. This enables them to
select six National Finalists. They may,
also select up to two other National
Finalists from those candidates who
showed exceptional talent but has were
not selected in a particular region.
These National Finalist reassemble in
October, usually at BIGGA HQ, although
the 1997 National Final will take place in
Harrogate, where a further set of inter-
views select the TORO Student of the
Year.

Many people, including Student of the
Year candidates often ask “What makes
a TORO Student of the Year?” There is
no easy answer. The interviews are sub-
jective, candidates can react well at
Regional Finals and not so well at the
National Final and the overall standard of
candidate varies from year to year. |
suppose an easy answer would be that
the judges select the candidate who they
think will gain most from winning. The
standard of greenkeeping skill and
knowledge is defined by the requirement
for the candidate to have or be working
towards N/SVQ Level 2 or National
Certificate/Diploma in Greenkeeping/
Sportsturf Maintenance/ Sporsturf Man-
agement but the level of skill and knowl-
edge varies between candidates as
some have got more practical experi-
ence than others, some have been given
more responsibility, some have had
careers in other industries etc. The
judges are, therefore, looking for ‘that
certain something’ that puts a candidate
above his/her peers. All candidates
should remember that the Regional and
National Finals are interviews therefore,
as in any other formal interview, they
should ensure that they arrive on time,
that they are dressed in their “interview
clothes”, that they are clean and well
shaven and that they understand the
competition rules and prizes. The com-
position of the Interview Panel should
give an indication of the subjects that
will be covered eg Pete Mansfield may
well ask questions about machinery,
check the candidates understanding of
the Competition and attempt to discaver
if the candidate will be able to cope with

the. American Study Tour. The BIGGA
Vice Chairman, Gordon Child, in 1997,
may ask questions on the candidate’s
golf course eg the number of holes, the
number of staff, the type of course, the
grasses used on greens, tees and fair-
ways, health and safety, etc. | usually
ask questions on BIGGA, education and
training, future studies etc. We can all
ask questions on general matters such
as hobbies, sports, family and other
activities outside work.

Finally, we have to make some diffi-
cult decisions. All students nominated
for the Competition have been selected,
from a large number of college stu-
dents. This not only makes them all
winners, but it also makes the final
selection even more difficult. The final
selection depends on candidates per-
forming well on the day of the Regional
Final and then on the day of the National
Final. Looking back over the years that
this competition has been running, it is
gratifying to note that all of the past
winners not only coped well with their
visits to the USA and proved to be good
ambassadors for TORO, BIGGA and the
greenkeeping industry but that they
have also used their status to move up
the greenkeeping career ladder.

If you feel that you could gain from
being a winner, that you could cope with
flying to the USA, finding your own way
to a university, two factories and a major
greenkeeping show, all in different
States and live with the publicity and
status of being the TORO Student of the
Year then watch out for the 1998 leaflet
and make sure that your college enters
you for next year's Competition.

LETTERS

No point

| welcome the discussion in Greenkeeper
International concerning the CONGU pro-
posal that distance points on tees shall be
not less than four yards in front of the rear
of the tee. It is a subject that requires airing.

My own club Wetherby, is bounded by a
river with a disused railway embankment
running through the centre of the course. If
this proposal is implemented it will create
serious cost problems if we attempt to
conform and if we fail it will lead to a
reduction in the SSS,

Similar to many clubs without any
desire to produce a “Championship'
course” the Committee has already max-
imised the available land to produce a par
71 course of 6,235 yards with a SSS of 70,
Itis a good test of goif where position is
more important than length off the tee.

A survey of the tees has revealed that
currently only two will conform to the four
yard ruling, on five holes major tee recon-
struction will be required and on the other

11 it is impossible to obtain the extra
length, because the rear of the tee is either
backing on to the river, a flood bank,
ditches or neighbouring properties. At best
the measured course will be reduced by 44
yards with the result that the standard
scratch has to be revised to 69, despite the
fact that at considerable expense, a further
28 yards is added to the playing length

We hold just one members' 36 hole
Championship event a year, of whom per-
haps ten could be said to be in contention.
There may be a professional event as well,
but they play their events against par not
the SSS, so what is the point of adding two
extra yards on 18 tees for the average
club? Although one can appreciate the
logic of CONGU in respect of Champi-
onship courses who stage county and
national tournaments, this ruling will do no
more than increase handicaps for average
club golfers as well as adding extra costs
for tee construction, sign alterations and
re-printing score cards and yardage charts.
John Lelean, Chairman, Development
Committee, Wetherby GC

Courtesy call

For many years now, BIGGA has cam-
paigned relentlessly to increase the profile
and professional standing of Greenkeeping
and its Association .

However, after recently applying for
numerous Head Greenkeeper vacancies
advertised in Greenkeeper International,
and the unprofessional lack of response or
even the common courtesy of acknowl-
edgement, | wonder if the message has
ever gotten through.

Having discussed this issue with my
colleagues, | was amazed to hear of similar
cases and now believe that this is a fre-
quently occurring problem and one which
should be addressed.

| understand that BIGGA cannot be held
responsible for such unprofessional behav-
iour, but believe that BIGGA, when accept-
ing advertisements from golf clubs, should
stress the importance of proper protocol
and the need for basic courtesy.

Name and address supplied

PLIED SEED TECHNOLOGY

CAIRNDHU’S
FASTER
STRIKE-RATE

ffortiva

‘Calrndhu Golf Club, set in
rolling hills on the coast of
| Northern Ireland has had its
. problems with thatch, poa and
- waterlogging. Now though,
" it's mainly wear and tear and
'the odd disease that head
| greenkeeper Vincent Magill
has to worry about.

Last year he was among the
| first to try Fortiva coated seed,
introduced to the Province by

| Elizabeth  Wilson of JA
| Humphrey Agriculture.
“We hollow-tined, top-

dressed and seeded three
| greens with a bent and creep-
ing red fescue Fortiva mixture,”
he says.

“The Fortiva started to strike
a lot quicker than any other
seed | have used - particularly
around the edges of the greens
where wear was worst. After
two weeks you could clearly
see the newly established
grasses.

“It also helped obtain a good
take, particularly of the bents,
where Anthracnose had com-
pletely wiped out patches of
meadow-Qrass.

“I'm now going to start to
use it on our tees as a divot
| mix, where | would expect even
better results,” he says.

for further information and details of
| your nearest distributor, contact

Forve- Limagrarm— -
01954 [ 232020

ffortiva ..

APPLIED SEED TECHNOLOGY
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You can’t beat the system

Turf Irrigation Services (TIS) are

specialists in providing irrigation
and water quality management
systems to the golf course, sports
turf and landscape industry

As authorised Toro irrigation
and Otterbine water aeration
dealers, each company provides

Stallation and maintenance

y ices undertaken by a team of
gxperienced staff and engineers
" When you have a need to discuss
S ®irrigation or water quality
“management, call the experts.

on+*Maintenance

ImgaUOn Scotland:

TIS (Seotland) Ltd (01506) 857666
N. England/S&W Midlands & Wales:
TIS (Sandbach) Ltd (01477) 500255
or (01939) 210877

Southern England:

TIS (Southern) Ltd (01903) 859933
or (01425) 479232

BANKING HAS NEVER BEEN SO EASY
THAT’S THE BEAUTY OF A NATIONAL

When it comes to staying the course, you can bank on the Allen National range keeping you on the straight
and narrow. The Allen National range of triple mowers - 68, 70 & 84 - are the only real choice for the
professional on the tees and surrounds. And as for bunkers, they’re no longer a hazard. The 68DL has
transport speed, electric start and full width rollers. Banking has never been so easy. Ultimate

manoeuvrability is par for the course with the new 70 with outfront cutters and hydrostatic drive.
An 84 model is also available.

THE TRUE PRO... FROM JUST £4,625 .+var
caue 01235 515400

NOW for details of your nearest
dealer for a FREE, no obligation,
demonstration on the amazing ability
of the National.

ALLEN POWER EQUIPMENT LTD, The Broadway, Didcot, Oxon 0X11 8ES England, Phone: 01235 515400 Fax: 01235 515401




The tranquil Fota Island
Golf Club, situated in Cork
Harbour was the scene of activity
when Hayter Territory Manager,
Barry Halls delivered six Hayter
Pedestrian Greensmowers.
Course Manager, Steve Burn,
commented that his team had
chosen the machines after evalu-
ating them, and, being used to

pedestrian machines were satis-
fied that the Hayter machines
would meet the criteria.

Fota Island is a traditional
course with many challenging
features, and is maintained to the
highest standards all year round.
Being host to many prestigious
championships the need for the
right machine is critical and sup-

plying dealers, Pat Geaney/John
O’Flynn are confident that the
Hayter Greensmowers will pro-
vide the desired finish for quality
golfing conditions.

Pat Geaney, of Geaney O'Neill,
located in Glanmire Co Cork will
provide service back-up. Being
local to the club was obviously an
important factor to Fota island.

Four more courses are
acquired by Americans

American Golf (UK) Ltd has
expanded its operations in the
UK, adding a further four golf
courses to its existing portfolio of
five and expanding its territory to
cover an area from Portsmouth in
the South to Nottingham in the
Midlands.

American Golf is the largest
golf course operator in the world
with the head office in Santa
Monica, Los Angeles and employ-
ing over 14,000 people world-
wide. Geary Leathers s
Managing Director of the UK sub-
sidiary supported by Laurence
Pithie who, as a Director of Main-
tenance, is responsible for the
development and maintenance of
its nine courses.

“Historically American Golf
have purchased Jacobsen equip-
ment and we have continued this
association because the Jacobsen
product range features quality
equipment that meet our strin-
gent requirements for course
maintenance. This together with
their excellent after sales service,
and their commitment to product
quality ensure that we have the
best possible packages to help
provide quality playing facilities
at all of our courses, said Lau-
rence.

American Golf has agreed a
provisional list of equipment
including SV Workhorse Utility
Trucks, Top Dressers, Bunker
Rakes, HR5 1 11 Rotary Mowers,

Greensking V and Tri King Mow-
ers in a £150,000 package. They
currently operate a fleet of E-Z-
GO golf carts from leading hire
specialists W.G Search Group.

David  Withers, recently-
appointed National Accounts
Manager for Jacobsen, said, “We
are obviously delighted to have
secured this order from the
largest golf course operator in
the world. Globally American
Golf has 270 courses and our
range of equipment plays an
inherent part in its maintenance
systems. As an expanding organi-
sation we look forward to a long
and mutually beneficial associa-
tion between our two compa-
nies.”

FLYING DIVOTS

W Scotland's
new Regional
Administrator
is former
policeman
Peter Boyd.

Peter (50)
served in the Strathclyde
Police and the City of
Glasgow Police for 30 years
working latterly in the
Administration Department
while this year he has worked
part time for the PGA Scottish
Region as a Starter and
Tournament Controller.

No mean golfer, he has
competed in the Scottish
Amateur Championship and
currently plays off a handicap
of 3. He is a member of both
Fereneze and Moffat golf
clubs, being a past Captain
and Greens Convener of the
former and a Club Champion
of the latter. He is also a keen
gardener.

He lives in Newton Mearns,
near Glasgow with his wife,
Eleanor, and they have two
daughters, Lesley and Karen.

“I'm excited about my new
role. It is so different from
what I've done before but
involves one of my great
passions. |'ve really looking
forward to getting to know the
BIGGA members in’
Scotland," said Peter.

Peter takes over from Elliott
Small who, along with Edna,
has done such a wonderful
job as Scottish Regional
Administrator over the years.

The set of employed part-
time Regional Administrators
is now complete with Peter, in
Scotland, Douglas Bell, in the
Northern Region; Peter
Larter, in the Midlands; Paula
Humphries, in the South West
and South Wales and Derek
Farrington, in the South East.

Visitors get chance to see Huxleys machlnes In action

Visitors to Huxleys’ fifth annual
machinery demonstration held at
Alresford GC were treated to a
display of professional equipment
suitable for maintaining a wide
variety of grass and turf surfaces.
More than 100 visitors from
golf clubs, local authorities, con-
tract organisations, sports clubs,
colleges, parks and estates
attended the event which featured
many established products from
the Huxley range as well as a
number of machines making their
first public working appearance.
Accompanied by a commentary,

machines were paraded in front
of visitors before carrying out two
or three working passes. At the
end there was an opportunity for
visiting greenkeepers, to try out
the equipment for themselves.
One machine which attracted
close attention was the new Hux-
ley Greenstar greens mower
which was making its public
working debut at the event. The
Greenstar has the distinction of
being the only British-built ride-
on greens mower on the market,
developed with considerable
input from working greenkeepers.
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If you want a safe and easy way to mow banks
and slopes _#_  or to mow small confined
areas - ‘

ALL YEAR 5 TR e
L\_CUL\‘_D ‘ Z R | aﬁemﬁw
QUALITY TURF W7 | . A whwniin

Gravanteea N, mackine - and wol on a noge,

Y J i 4 e e N '} . L
INo netting nsed in the proanciton of onr tnyj whene ke has "‘“{“’“‘““W‘f’/ and W
' - then you need the”Dixon & giolluluy
Knapsack Hover Mower
A wide range of other heads allows D & H knapsack
machines to trim, mow, hedgecut, cultivate and much more

: Dixon & Q{o”ndal Ltd.
M' osso 752744 AVAlI.ABlE Unit 2, Sheppards Farm, Draycott Foliat,

SOVEREIGN TURF LIMITED Swindon, Wiltshire, SN4 OHX.

FIR TREE FARM * BLAXHALL * WOODBRIGE IP12 2DX

turfgrass wetting
agent

permeate penetrates through thatch and water repellent;
soil layers to infiltrate the root zone optimising water W/
penetration to critical depths. \/ ‘

permeate can be used as a single lasting application
for long lasting results or as a managed programme
throughout the year. \

permeate is fully compatible with Alleviate tenside\§ .
hydrophobe technology for the treatment of dry patch and

water repellent soils. UHSMSsed - 1

Developed and manufactured by

Service Chemicals plc, 17 Lanchester Way, Royal Oak teCh Oology
Industrial Estate, Daventry, Northants, NN11 5PH.

Tel: 01327 704444; Fax: 01327 871154

email: servicechm@aol.com

web pages; http://members.aol.com/servchemuk
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