
On completion of the golf we had the 
AGM which ran smoothly. The Chair-
man emphasised the need for more 
fund raising within the Section. 

After 10 years our Regional Adminis-
trator Gordon Child is standing down. 
Gordon, assisted by his wife Marion, 
has done a fantastic job for the Region 
and BIGGA as a whole. They will be 
greatly missed. If it was not for their 
hard work over the past 10 years the 
Region would not be in the healthy 
state it is today A successor is being 
appointed and he/she will be a paid 
employee of BIGGA. This means there 
will be no more annual refunds from 
Headquarters and each event that we 
hold will have to make a profit or at the 
very least break even so we keep the 
Section solvent at all times. 

As the AGM marked the Section's 
25th Anniversary Eric James, a founder 
member of the Section gave us a brief 
history of its progress. As I am sure you 
all know Eric has been Chairman of our 
Section for most of its existence. 

Jim Fry has been President since our 
Section was formed. He has supported 
BIGGA at International, National, 
Regional and Section level. Before 
BIGGA he was a staunch supporter of 
BGGA and has sponsored a large number 
of our events over the years. Thank you 
Jim on behalf of our Section for all the 
marvellous support you have given us. 

The main item on the Agenda was 
the election of the Committee:- Presi-
dent - Jim Fry; Chairman - Allen 
Mitchell; Vice Chairman - Ed McCabe; 

Secretary - Jeff Drake; Tournament 
Organiser - Mark Webb; Magazine -
Ken Lodge; Sparsholt College - Bob 
Dennis; Regional Board - Keiran Daly, 
John York, Andy Hill, Tony Gaod, Fred 
Deaon, Trevor Smith. If you have any 
queries concerning the Section, Region 
or Association in general contact any of 
the above. 

On completion of the AGM the cater-
ing staff provided us with an excellent 
Christmas Dinner. The wine was kindly 
donated by Jim Fry and once again our 
thanks go to him. 

All that remains is to thank our main 
sponsors for the day:- Rigby Taylor, rep-
resented by Mark Wilton and John 
Deere, represented by Nick Clarice. 
Mark and Nick have been attending our 
Turkey Trot for a number of years and 
we thank them both for their continued 
support. Our thanks also go to Avon-
crop, Parker Hart and Diamond Prod-
ucts for their contributions. 

By now you should have received 
details of the Regional/Section seminar 
to be held at Sparsholt College on Feb-
ruary 18. There is still time to book in, 
contact Jeff Drake, 10 Cold Harbour 
Lane, Salisbury, Wiltshire, SP2 7PW. 
Telephone 01722 503938. 

Preparations are being made for Wes-
turf 97. The Regional event of the year 
will be held at Long Ashton GC on 
Wednesday April 3. We have asked for a 
dry, sunny day this year! I look forward 
to seeing you all there. Anyone who has 
transport problems please let me know 
along with anyone who has empty seats 

in their car. I have room for 3 to start 
the ball rolling so give me a call on 
01329 282362. 

Unfortunately our speaker for the 
March Winter Lecture William McKech-
nie has left Parkstone and returned 
north of the border to Scotland. How-
ever British Seed Houses have agreed to 
fill the gap and Bob Scott will be giving 
us a talk on grass seed, in particular 
British Seed Houses new creeping bent. 
Whether you are a supporter of creep-
ing bent or traditional fescue come 
along to Crane Valley GC on March 6 at 
10 am. It should prove to be a very 
interesting topic. Lunch will be avail-
able and 9 holes of golf has been 
arranged, though the format of the golf 
is still to be decided. 

Alan Rideout has asked me for a list 
of all winners of the Roffey Cup since 
1985. The Roffey Cup is the best handi-
cap score over 36 holes at the Spring 
Tournament. Alan is the present holder 
of the trophy and would like to update 
the names on the cup since they are 
sadly out of date. Anyone who has won 
the trophy since 1985 please contact 
Alan on 01202 394552. 

Finally I am sure that the Section 
would like to wish William McKechnie 
good luck and good fortune in his new 
post in Scotland. 
Ken Lodge 

South West 
Bleak conditions will now be rendering 
the courses deserted except for that 
strange sub species of the golfing family 

- the senior golfer. I always somewhat 
naively assumed that this particular 
genetic freak evolved over many, some-
times hundreds of years at golf clubs 
but having worked at a brand new 
course I realise they just appear almost 
overnight at the first sniff of a new 
course being constructed. It is almost as 
though they dig themselves out of the 
ground complete with a half set of "pin-
splitters" and 20 year old rubber shoes. 
It doesn't matter what the weather is 
like, the attire never changes. But there 
they are, the same fourballs everyday, 
consistently shooting scores of between 
one and two hundred with only a pot of 
tea and a piece of toast split four ways 
as the only visible form of nutrition. 
Don't get me wrong, they're a great 
bunch of people but why do they have 
to play every day The fact that they 
have developed these blindingly quick 
proddy golf swings guaranteed never to 
lose a ball would lead me to conclude 
they feel positively cheated if they do 
not play every day. This theory is fur-
ther substantiated when I see them 
return after their round to scour the 
area should the initial search fail to find 
an errant golf ball. Even their tee pegs 
are crudely tied together to prevent the 
loss of a one penny investment. 

But enough of my ramblings and on 
to the Section news. A full house was 
present at the annual South West semi-
nar at Cannington College and we were 
treated to some excellent speakers. Jim 
Arthur sitting in for Bill Lawson, who 
had to drop out through ill health, gave 

SO DEDICATED, THEY EARN THEIR STRIPES EVERYTIME. 
Whatever the season, whatever the weather, this 

greenkeeper cuts a fine swathe through thick, 

uneven turf to produce the perfect fairway. 

For the new Reelmaster fairway mowers 

boast many new, innovative features resulting 

in a cut like never before. 

Rugged, powerful and durable, 

they have the lightest of touches. The i r 

new L-I-N-K-S™ system of floating linkage and individual lift a rm dampers hug 

the tur f to get in to dips and hollows for a close, 

all-over cut wi th no "bobbing" , even at speeds in 

excess of 7 m p h . 

T h e Reelmaster 6 5 0 0 D , wi th its 5-gang 

mower, and the 6700D, a 7-gang mower, both 

offer impressive cut t ing technology with all-

in terchangeable variable speed, automatical ly 

controlled reels to handle fast-growing, tough 

The new L-I-N-K-S™ system seasonal grasses. 

Quiet in operation thanks to Toro's advanced noise reduction, the powerful 38hp 

and 42hp diesel engines will help these machines reach inclines other mowers can't. 

To win your stripes, give us a call and we'll walk your 

course with you and recommend the best machine for 

your needs. 

You too can trust Toro expertise and quality. Simply 

telephone 01480 476971 and we'll arrange for a local 

dealer to contact you. 
Bringing perfection 

to play. AD 
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TORO DISTRIBUTED BY LELY (UK) LIMITED, STATION ROAD, ST NEOTS, HUNTINGDON, 
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Turf-Care Supplies: 
Fertilisers 

Soil Conditioners 
Wetting Agents 

Pesticides 
Grass Seeds 

Turf 
Line Marking Materials 

Sports Equipment 
Top Dressings 
Soils & Sands 

Composts 
Bark 
Tools 

Engineering Services: 
N e w Machinery 

Reconditioned Machinery 
Service 
Repairs 

Overhauls 
Spare Parts 

On Site Servicing and Repairs 

Hire and Contract Services: 
Specialist plant hire 

Verti-draining 
Aerating 

Top Dressing 
Over-Seeding 

Water Injection Aeration 
Grass Cutting 

Spraying 

For all your Turf-Care needs 
PARKER HART 

T. Parker & Sons (Turf Management) Limited, 
Maiden Green Farm, Worcester Park, Surrey KT4 7NF 

Tel: 0181-337 7791 Fax:0181-330 7392 

Job Shop is a new 
service provided by 
Greenkeeper 
International which 
wi l l g ive 
greenkeepers: 

* the opportuni ty 
to let potential 

employers know about them for only £ 19.95 

* looking for new 
opportunit ies, a change 
of location, promot ion, 
or perhaps a move back 
into greenkeeping 

Don't forget to 
include details of 
qualifications, 
experience and 
perhaps award 
wins. You can fit 
approximately 50 
words into your 
advertisement. 
Just send your details with a cheque for £19.95 
made payable to BIGGA, to Job Shop, BIGGA, 
Aldwark Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York Y06 2NF 

WILL YOU BE 
READING NEXT 

MONTH'S 
EDITION OF 

International 
If your membership was due for renewal 
in December or January and you S T I L L 

haven't sent in your subscription, then 
you'll miss out on the March edition and 

all following magazines. 

To ensure you receive your copy, send 
off your renewal form today! 

If you haven't received a renewal form, 
ring Janet on 01347 838581 

BJCCA 



us the benefit of his views on a variety 
of subjects. George Brown educated us 
on the preparation of Turnberry for the 
British Open and also on the nocturnal 
habits of Scottish greenkeepers and 
there were also some excellent talks 
from Gordon Irvine and the BIGGA 
Roadshow team among others. Thanks 
must go to Rhone Poulenc for their 
sponsorship. 

Later in the month we gathered 
together for the Christmas Tournament 
at Worlebury GC and once again this 
proved to be very popular. The course 
was presented superbly and our thanks 
must go to Chris Stabbings and his crew 
for this. As at the previous meeting it 
was local knowledge allied to a touch of 
banditry that took the honours with 
Derek Mogg, the host club's Captain 
and John Kane of Clevedon winning 
first prize with 39 pts. Les Johnson, our 
retired Salford member, and Trevor 
Cleverley, of Elestoke, took second 
place. Our thanks go to Worlebury GC 
for the use of their course and the spon-
sors, Roffey Bros, for providing the wine 
on the table which was very much 
appreciated. A superb Christmas lunch 
was followed by the raffle with all the 
prizes being provided by other local 
sponsors. We were then entertained for 
an hour or so by a comedian. Although 
he might of heard of the phrase political 
correctness I would not recommend 
him to a convention of black Irish les-
bians but nevertheless he kept us very 
much amused! 

We are now getting together a couple 
of courses on first aid and spraying etc. 
If anyone is interested in attending any 
of these please contact either Peter 
Baynton or myself on 01380 828380. 
Marc Haring 

SOUTH EAST 
REGION 
Derek Farrington 
Tel: 01903 260956 
East Anglia 
Quite an eventful day I think - that's 
how December 12, 1996 will go down in 
history. A day when Essex man decided 
to set up on his own and call themselves, 
surprise, surprise, the Essex Section. A 
day of mixed emotion for me being an 
ex-Essex man myself I shall miss the lind 
of my old haunts and "HG" Wells who 
was always good for a laugh as we 
shared the Cockney wit and humour 

Life must go on however and while 
we wish Essex man all the best for the 
future the East Anglia Section must look 
at recruiting for from within, especially 
North Norfolk greenkeepers who many 
now be more interested now that there is 
now quite so much travelling involved. 

If the Section is to survive which I am 
sure that it will now that it is truly East 
Anglia, we must all relate to it as our 
Section, take pride in it and support it 
as much as possible. 

Ian Willett is our new Secretary and 
anyone who wants to know anything at 
all about the new East Anglia Section 
can contact him on 01842 754241 or 
through Thorpe Ness GC. If anyone 
wants me to put anything in the maga-

Around the Green 

äLf t r fn^ 
zine contact me on 01603 432120 or 
through Eaton GC. 

Back to that history making day at 
Alderburgh, a game of golf did preceed 
the AGM and the top three were Ian Wil-
lett, Andy Sheehan and Sam Sylvester, 
all on 32 pts (that's points not pints). 

Three other people are also worthy of 
a mention. They are Lyndon Upham, 
who thought he'd take the tiger line off 
the temporary first tee but put his ball 
through the clubhouse window. He 
tried to look the other way but could 
not keep a straight face. Not that break-
ing the window was funny but the sight 
of the spectators hitting the deck like 
someone had just thrown a hand 
grenade was. 

The second person is Roger Plummer, 
who scored 19 points. He only "played 
nine" he said as the other nine were blobs. 

Your scribe, to score more points than 
Roger, was always going to get a men-
tion. The third person is Andrew Kersey 
who scored eight points. Full marks 
Andrew for handing your card in. As the 
song goes things can only get better. 

The four desperardos, Curtis, Che-
sham, Richardson and Rushbook played 
the nine hole and came 1st, 2nd, 3rd 
and 4th. 

We also had the men in green coats 
from BIGGA Palace to oversee the pan-
tomime. They were John Pemberton 
and Derek Farrington, who is our area 
officier from on high. We shall all see 
him in due course. 

John Pemberton presented the prizes 
to Doug Smith, Spring Shield, Steve 
Millard, Summer Shield, Ray Mitchell, 
Autumn Shield, and Tim Russell, Winter 
Shield. 

After the presentation our thanks 
went to all the trade for their support 
over the years. They include, Rush-
brooks, Sisis, Rhone Poulenc, CMW, 
King's Toro, Ransomes, Doe's, Colliers, 
Rigby Taylor, Hirf Actant, Ben Burgess 
and Bartrams. 

If I have missed anyone out I am 
sorry but it should not happen in 
future! 

The next stage was the election of 
the officers who are as follows. 

President, Ernie Hart; Vice President, 
Bob Chesham; Chairman, Steve Millard; 
Treasurer, Martin Mystow; Handicap 
Secretary, Alan Carter; Secretary, Ian 
Willett; Scribe, Mick Lathrope; Regional 
Members, Michael Peters, Sam 
Sylvester, David Childs, Roger Plummer; 
Liaison Officer, Colin Rushbrook. 

Next year's dates are Finn Valley, 
April 9 (Hayter Challenge), Next Round 
Ham Manor; Felixstowe, June 25; 
Yarmouth and Caister, August 13 (30 
limit); Gog Magog, October 9; Gentle-
man's Dinner (Don't tell the wife) Wal-
ton Heath, March 7; National 
Tournament August '97 Cooden Beach. 

I do believe that's nearly it except to 
say a big thank you to Aldeburgh GC for 
putting up with us yet again. They 
really do look after us. Thanks also to to 
Mick Moss (CMW) for yet another 
turkey. Long may the tradition continue. 

I'll just end by saying, come on East 
Anglia, let's get this show on the road. 
It's your Section. Support it! 
Mick Lathrope 

Sussex 
The Turkey Trot for 1996 was once 
again held at Littlehampton GC. We 
were luckier with the weather this year, 
no frost, no snow, just the sea breeze 
that went through rather than round 
you. After a hearty breakfast and a 
brandy we set out to do battle. All was 
fine until we arrived at the halfway bar 
(provided by Miracle). After more 
brandy, beer and mince pies the golf 
deteriorated some what, but who cares 
as it's Christmas. After 18 holes we were 
all ready for a hot shower and our 
Christmas dinner. The food and the ser-
vice were up to their usual high stan-
dards. Then to the prize giving. All 
scores have been verified by George 
Barr;-1. George Barr(!), Paul Ward, Bob 
Watters, Mark Day, 54 points; 2. Rob 
Short, Les Templeman, Brian Finn, A. 
Finn, 54 points. The turkey vouchers 
were provided by Avoncrop. On behalf 
of the Section could I thank Keith 
Palmer, Secretary of Littlehampton, and 
Dave Wood and his greenkeeping staff 
for presenting the course so well. 
Rumour has it that we have been 
invited back again this year. 

For those of you who do not already 
know two of our Section managed to 
find brides last year. Congratulations to 
Raymond Day who married Jill in Octo-
ber 1996 and to Alistair Cale who mar-
ried Dee also in October 1996. After 
partnering Alistair in the Hirkey Trot I 
don't know whether to send congratula-
tions or sympathy to Dee (only joking 
Alistair). 

Well that's it for now, don't forget I 
need your input for future articles. Con-
tact me on (01403) 731567. 
Colin Cathie 

Surrey 
As we are in a change over period on 
the committee it has fallen my lot to 
keep you up to date as to what has been 
going on in the Section. 

The Hirkey Trot was held at Guild-
ford GC on December 3. The weather 
for once held fair, my thanks to all who 
attended and my apologies to those 
who were too late with their applica-
tions - for once the start sheet was full 
up! My thanks to the Management and 
to Chris and his merry men for a job 
well done. Results:- 1. J Mathis, 
Northants GC, 40 pts; 2. Billy McMillan, 
37 pts; 3. Ian (Sooty) Sutcliffe, 35 pts. 
TYade prize:-1. Sellars, 40 pts. 

The AGM was held after the golf, 
again my apologies to those who 
arrived at the correct time but after the 
meeting had started. This was due to 
events beyond by control. Four mem-
bers of the committee have decided to 

stand down this year - Clive Osgood, 
Derek Walder, D. Gibbs and Roger 
Glazier. Our sincere thanks to all the 
hard work they have put in over the 
years. We did manage to recruit one 
screaming and kicking volunteer, our 
singer and expert golfer, Johnny Mathis! 
Any more recruits would be welcome. 

The lecture by British Seed Houses, held 
at Reigate Heath GC on December 12, was 
a great success and very well attended with 
excellent food and the American speaker 
being well worth the trip. 

I will get the 1997 diaries out as soon 
as possible but we still have a couple of 
venues to fill. I would like to take this 
opportunity in thanking all of you "reg-
ulars" that have supported our events 
throughout 1996. We have been playing 
to full houses but new faces are more 
than welcome. 

The Parker Salver is open to sugges-
tions, give me, or any committee mem-
ber, a ring and let us have your ideas. 
Hopefully someone else will take on the 
newsletter in 1997 so I will wish you all 
the very best for the New Year. 
Ted Stiles 

Kent 
First of all I hope you all had a good 
Christmas and a happy New Year, and 
no doubt a successful Harrogate. 

I have got some long overdue results 
from last year's golf tournaments. At 
Sundridge Park we played for the Gem 
Professional Shield on a very nice day 
with the course in excellent condition. 
The results were:- Overall winner - J. 
Fullager; 2nd Nett - R. Lucas; Best 
Gross - H. Morgan; 2nd Gross - R Rud-
kin; Trade Prize - G. Ogilvie. Many 
thanks must go to Gem, Sundridge Park 
and Raymond Day and his staff for the 
course. 

Secondly the Turkey Trot at Darenth 
Valley was played on a beautiful, but 
frosty, morning. The course was in 
excellent condition with the best pre-
pared temporary greens in the South-
East. The golf scores were a credit to 
the course and the results were:- 1. B. 
Abbott - 40 pts; 2. S. Grand - 38 pts; 3. 
D. Wood - 37 pts; 4. J. Fullager - 37 
pts; 5. J. Le Mar - 38 pts (trade prize). 
After the golf we held the fastest AGM 
ever - 15 minutes with no complaints! 
After a superb meal and the speeches 
the committee provided everyone with 
a festive bottle of wine to show thanks 
for your support during the year. Thanks 
must go to Darenth Valley, the sponsors, 
Scott and Avoncrop, and Nigel Stapley 
and his staff for the course. 

For 1997 we have some new tourna-
ments lined up. Firstly, there is a four-
somes knock-out to be played between 
March and September and a greensome 
at Wilderness in the summer. Further 
information will be sent out soon. All 
members will be sent out a letter with a 
slip attached and if the slip is not 
returned by the closing date you will 
not be included on the golf mailing list 
for the rest of the year. 

If you have any news etc please call 
me on 0860 260240. 
Huw Morgan 
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MADE-TO-MEASURE 
PRO-TEE COURSE 
MARKERS 

High quality cast 
construction 

Range of colours 

Durable & maintenance-
free 

Standard or tailor-made 
designs 

Installed on metal posts 
or free standing 

These elegant GRC markers are 
tailor-made to include not only 
hole information, but also your 
club name and motif, plus any 
other details. 

LINKS LEISURE 
Links Leisure Limited, 
Unit 22, Civic Industrial Park, 
Whitchurch, Shropshire SY13 1TT 
Tel: 01948 663002 Fax: 01948 666381 

B A R E N B R U G 
Great in Grass 

Tel: (01359) 270766 Fax: (01359) 271021 AD 
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alleviate 
P tenside hydrophobe technology 

"fOURl 
Tees, greens, fairways and 

roughs, now you can "whole in 
one" with Barenbrug mixtures 
especially formulated for 
specific purposes. 

Greens - Bar 2 mixture 

Fairways - Bar 3 mixture 

Roughs - Bar 4 mixture 

Tees - Bar 5 mixture 

whilst wetting agents 
treat the symptoms, alleviate uses 

innovative tenside hydrophobe technology 
to attack and treat the cause 

of DRY PATCH 

Imanufacture\by: 

i s pic. 17 Lanchester Way. Royal Oak 
J Daventry, Northants, NN11 5PH. 
44; Fax: 01327 871154 hm@aol.com tp://members.aol.com/servchemuk 

alleviate breaks down the hydrophobic ^ ^ F 
barrier coating the surface of soil 

particles, allowing water to penetrate 
therootzone unsurpassed 

technology 

C H E M I C A L S 

Containing varieties like 
Bargreen, Barcrown, Bardot and 
Heriot, Barenbrug mixtures will 
give superb colour, hard wear, low 
maintenance and rapid growth. 

As with all Barenbrug mixtures, 
they contain varieties consistently 
rated in the top banding of the 
STRI Turfgrass Seed booklets. 

mailto:hm@aol.com


Hugh Tilley examines the field 
off fertilisers and looks at the 
developments which have 
taken place. 

W h i l e there are various views 
on the need for fertiliser on 

golf courses, particularly on fair-
ways, most greenkeepers accept a 
need for fertiliser on greens and 
tees which are regularly mown 
with clippings boxed off. Green-
keepers are also recognising that 
more rounds over an extended 
season require the grass to be 
kept growing for longer and for it 
to be strengthened. 

There is also an increasing 
requirement for courses to look 
good throughout the year. As a 
result there are several pressures 
to apply fertilisers, perhaps in 
increasing amounts, and to 
increasing areas of the course. 
There are also differing thoughts 
over the use of organics, turf con-
ditioners and growth stimulants, 
and perhaps there is now a reali-
sation that applying the major 
nutrients without a balance of 
minor nutrient and trace elements 
is recipe for disease etc, and, talk-
ing to Course Managers, greater 
use is being made of analysis. 
Most fertilisers are supplied 
through a local agent, who also 
often supplies other services such 
as soil and tissue analysis. The 
most usual scenario on most 
courses appears to be to apply a 
"complete" fertiliser in the spring 
and then to top up with nitrogen 
once or twice later in the season 
as needed - often using the later 

dressings to include other prod-
ucts such as iron and/or a fungi-
cide. The last few years have seen 
many changes in the manufac-
turer supplier chain, the golf 
course and its manager has 
become more important while 
agriculture has declined in impor-
tance and this change has led to 
greater importance being attached 
to meeting the requirements of 
golf. Other changes have been in 
the composition of greens, which 
are the areas which receive most 
fertiliser, as more and more are 
built or re-built to USGA Guide-
lines with under-drains, stone and 
mainly sand root zones. Composi-
tion of the root zone has consider-
able bearing on fertiliser use. 
There have also been several criti-
cal changes in supplier and manu-
facturer with changes of name -
ICI became Miracle, via Zenica 
and Fisons became Levington 
Horticultural while US based 
Scotts and Mascot, both marketed 
by UK companies, have made a 
significant impact on the UK golf 
course. Miracle is now wholly 
owned by Scotts, but both will 
continue to run as two separate 
operations while it is seen how 
they marry together. 

Few changes in product are 
envisaged. BASF now market 
their turf fertilisers through Kings 
Horticulture. The term "fertiliser" 
has a precise meaning in law -
and analysis of the product must 
be stated. But as one maker stated 
the exact method of analysis can 
vary between US, UK and Europe 
- thus "like" need not be "alike". 

If you w o u l d like to k n o w more please call our 
Technical Services Manager on 0 1 4 7 3 2 0 3 1 4 3 

or contact your local Area Sales Manager: 

South - Chris Briggs 
Tel: 0 3 7 8 603103 (mobile) or 01273 6 7 5 9 6 6 

Midlands and Wales - Roger Moore 
Tel: 0 3 7 8 603052 (mobile) or 0 1 8 3 2 7 1 0 0 7 6 

N. England, Scotland & N.I. - Richard Walton 
Tel: 0 3 7 8 603091 (mobile) or 0 1 9 7 7 6 6 2 1 8 7 

Read the label before you buy: use pesticides safely. 
GREENMASTER AUTUMN (6:5:10) contains 6% iron as ferrous sulphate. 

CREENMASTER is a registered Trade Mark and THE LEVINGTON DIFFERENCE is a Trade Mark of 
Levington Horticulture Ltd. © Levington Horticulture Ltd 1996 
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Greenmaster 
Autumn leaves the 

others behind 

Greenmaster Autumn is a unique five-way fertilizer 
for perfect autumn and winter performance on all 
f ine turf. The l ightweight , uniform, easy to see 
granule ensures even coverage. It quickly breaks down 
for max imum eff ic iency and minimal pick-up. 

• Provides 35kg/ha of potash to harden soft growth 
and prepare turf for winter . 

• Low nitrogen level wi l l not encourage disease. 

• Balanced leve l of p h o s p h a t e p r o m o t e s root 
development and strengthens the sward. 

• Contains 6% iron for moss control and colour 
enhancement. 

• High sulphur, acidi fying formula helps control 
soil pH. 

ALTOGETHER AN UNBEATABLE COMBINATION 



The main plant nutrients are 
Nitrogen, Phosphate and Potas-
sium, normally abbreviated to N. 
R and K after their chemical sym-
bols. In addition many fine turf 
fertilisers have added iron - Fe -
for its ability to induce deeper 
green into the grass and to help 
suppress moss, they may also 
have other elements such as sul-
phur (S) and Magnesium (Mg) 
plus trace elements. 

Techniques such as resin coat-
ing have been proven and from a 
single exponent (Sierra) there are 
now several makers offering 
coated products. Didin (a nitrifi-
cation inhibitor), IBDU and Meth-
ylene Urea (MU), the latter two 
urea nitrogens, have to be broken 
down before becoming available 
to the plant and this is another 
way in which nitrogen release can 
be extended and these are well 
proven for those who want to 
make their nitrogen uptake 
extend into the mid-summer 
period - but not all manufactur-
ers are agreed how effective this 
is. Resin coating is claimed to be 
able to extend the release season 
by up to six months. 

Many nutrients do not bond to 
sand - thus N and K in particular 
may be leached out, nor may 
there be any nitrification bacteria 
to breakdown urea into nitrate 
for uptake by the plant - thus the 
form of N become critical for sand 
based greens. Mark Hunt, of 
Scotts, admitted that their range 
was particularly geared to this 
type of green. Of course the 
whole idea of slow release is to 
save time and labour (on applica-
tion) as well as levelling out the 
growth curve. Drought in the last 
seasons has only partly affected 
grass growth on greens because 
many courses now have irrigation 
removing lack of water as a con-
trolling factor allowing nutrient 
to be utilised. High summer tem-
peratures increase bacterial activ-
ity and so increase the rate of 
nitrification. On non-irrigated 
fairways differing thinking may 
be needed, although perhaps fer-
tiliser can be used to promote 
drought resistance - with longer 
stronger root growth which can 
pick-up soil moisture better. Spe-
cial fertiliser formulations are 
available for the turf market with 
both liquid and solids on offer, 
however a past ploy on most 
courses has been to use a mini-
granule in early season to put on 
all the year's potassium (K) and 
phosphate (P) with enough nitro-
gen (N) to get the grass growing, 

however increasingly the use of a 
mixture of nitrogen sources 
within the fertiliser is resulting in 
products with higher levels being 
available. Typically these products 
will have three types of N - with 
immediate, medium and slow 
release properties. 

Despite the best endeavours of 
scientists to produce ever slower 
release nitrogens, nitrogen usu-
ally has to be supplemented in 
the summer when the plant can 
use it, however warm autumns 
and some mild weather in winter 
has allowed some nitrogen to be 
used out of season. Potassium 
(potash) - K - is also leached 
from sand and so can be deficient 
and as a result additional fertilis-
ers are being added to most 
ranges to give the knowledgeable 
greenkeeper a suitable product to 
apply. Experience in agriculture 
and horticulture has shown that a 
surfeit of K can cause other nutri-
tional problems, and a lock-up of 
other elements - but there is no 
suggestion that this is occurring 
with golf greens Both the potas-
sium and phosphate elements 
tend towards giving the plant 
greater resilience to wear and dis-
ease, while nitrogen is known to 
promote softer more disease 
prone growth, but in truth having 
the elements available in the right 
proportions must be the best 
answer to healthy turf. Other 
important 'minor' elements are 
magnesium and sulphur, the for-
mer often available as a specific 
element of the fertilisers, however 
there are many other elements 
needed by healthy turf, particu-

larly close mown turf which is 
verti-cut, scarified and has the 
clippings removed. Several manu-
facturers now include seaweed 
extract, "hoof and horn" or other 
organic ingredients in their prod-
uct to broaden the spectrum of 
nutrient provision as well as to 
help carry the major nutrient. 
This belief - that organic com-
pounds are good - is also pro-
moted by the many suppliers of 
turf conditioners and growth 
stimulants and although seldom 
proved by analytical science has a 
lot of adherents amongst green-
keepers. Other particular con-
cerns for the greenkeeper are 
take-up of fertiliser by the mower, 
hence the preference for micro or 
mini-granules apart from blunting 
the blades, fertiliser is corrosive, 
nor is there any sense in remov-
ing an expensive product with the 
clippings even though it may help 
them rot down! Most clubs with 
irrigation will run a watering pro-
gramme specifically set to wash 
the fertiliser off the leaf and into 
the ground - and many suppliers 
actually suggest this course of 
action. 

Several manufacturers stress 
that their products are true com-
pounds rather than blends -
blends being cheaper and easier 
to produce because they are sim-
ply a mix of the required 'straight' 
ingredients. The contention is 
that such mixes can separate and 
cease to be homogeneous, so pro-
ducing variable results on the 
ground - these worries are voiced 
strongly by suppliers of com-
pounds. In contrast the supplier 

of blends is able to state that 
there is little evidence of this on 
the ground and that he can mix a 
product which will more exactly 
match the customer's require-
ments. One supplier added that 
he takes care to ensure that all 
granules are within a close size 
tolerance so that they have simi-
lar spread characteristics. Chela-
tion is another science blinding 
word relating to fertiliser - in the-
ory chelating means that the 
nutrients are 'buffered' so that 
they are less likely to bond to soil 
or other elements so becoming 
'locked-up and unavailable to the 
plant. 

Liquid fertilisers have a number 
of adherents, and in particular N 
can be effective as a foliar feed. 
As a general rule liquids are less 
concentrated but more readily 
available thus they have a definite 
place in agronomy. 

Several suppliers of organic 
compounds augment their prod-
ucts with the major nutrients in 
order to provide a total feed -
and to meet greenkeepers' 
requirements, few greenkeepers 
subscribe to the muck and mys-
tery theory that if it is organic and 
includes 'everything' it must be 
good for the grass. 

Just what is the correct level 
and analysis of the major nutri-
ents which should be applied is 
far too complex a matter to dis-
cuss here - it should be a matter 
of soil analysis and discussion 
between greenkeeper and sup-
plier. There are a wide variety of 
differing compounds on the mar-
ket offering an almost infinite 
range of differing ratios of N. P 
and K, perhaps with Fe,S and/or 
Mg. so the greenkeeper can take 
his pick. Many head greenkeepers 
and course managers have very 
decided opinions of what their 
course needs, and greater educa-
tion has allowed them to base 
these views on science. Unfortu-
nately for the greenkeeper, plant 
and soil science is extremely com-
plex and subject to an infinite 
range of variables and conditions, 
ask any agronomist - so that 
what works well one year, in one 
soil, in one management may not 
produce the same results the next 
year or consistently. Nevertheless 
the main objective of most green-
keepers is to keep the grass look-
ing healthy and growing so that it 
can be cut. Perhaps the greater 
truth is that grass growth really 
enables turf to be kept at its pris-
tine best - and that this is the nub 
of the greenkeeping art. 
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SIERRABLEN® 
For use on tees, fairways, approaches, surrounds, 
wear areas and new course 'grow in'. 
Features: 

• Scotts unique resin and Poly S coated technology 
• Temperature controlled release mechanism 
• Choice of longevities from 3 to 9 months 
• Coarse or fine granules to suit cutting height 
• High analysis - low application rate 
• Safe to use and easy to apply 
• Wide range of analysis available. 

SIERRAFORM® 
For use on golf and bowling greens. 
Features: 

• Scotts unique methylene urea technology 
• Homogeneous, fine granule formulations 
• No carrier added to bulk down 
• Quick granule breakdown, less pick up 
• Flexible application rates from 15-25gms/m2 

• Safe to use and easy to apply 
• Wide range of analysis available. 

Coarse Granule 
39.0.0 
28.5.5+Fe 
27.5.5+Fe 
15.0.22+Fe 

Fine Granule 
38.0.0 
25.5.12 
21.0.20 
15.0.29 

Minigranular 
40.0.0 
19.0.17+Fe+Mn 
18.9.18+Fe+Mn 
15.0.30 

26.3.12+Te 
19.26.5 
16.0.0+5Te 

The Scotts difference 

For more details contact Scotts UK Ltd, 61 Loughborough Road, West Bridgford, Nottingham NG2 7LA Tel: 0115 9455100 Fax: 0115 9455311 
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The Scotts company is a leading researcher, manufacturer and marketer of products for consumer, do-it-yourself lawn care and gardening, 
professional turfcare and commercial horticulture 



All the advantages 
of dealing direct 

with the 
manufacturer 
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SISIS EQUIPMENT (Macclesfield) LTD, Hurdsfield, Macclesfield, Cheshire, SK10 2LZ 
Tel: 01625 503030 Fax: 01625 427426 Spares Hotline: 01625 503020 

SISIS Centre in Scotland: The Roundel, Middlefield Ind.Est, Falkirk, FK2 9HG Tel: 01324 629635 Fax: 632894 

EUROPE'S LEADING DESIGNERS & MANUFACTURERS OF SPORTS TURF MAINTENANCE MACHINERY 



Greenkeeper awarded MBE 
Jimmy McDonald has been 
awarded the MBE in the New 
Year's Honours List. 

It topped off a wonderful year 
for Jimmy, who ensured that 
Royal Lytham & St Annes was in 
magnificent condition for last 
year's Open, the final major 
championship of his illustrious 
career. 

"It was a wonderful surprise 
and reflects well on the work that 
the entire greenkeeping staff put 
in during the run up to and the 
week of the Open itself," said 
Jimmy, who receives the award 
for "Services to Gol f ' . 

It is a fitting tribute to the suc-
cess of the '96 Open and, with 
him due to visit Buckingham 
Palace in the next f ew months to 
receive the Award, makes his 
quote in the lead up to the Cham-
pionship all the more fitting. 

"If your dear old aunt was visit-
ing you'd make a damn good tea 
but if the Queen were coming 
you'd do it a wee bit differently, 
wouldn't you," he said at the time 
when discussing the meticulous 
work which went into preparing 
for the Championship. 

The effort paid of f and during 
and since the Championship 

praise for the course has been 
unstinting. 

"I have had letters from all over 
the world congratulating us on a 
wonderful Championship and on 
the condition of the course. 

"The feedback I've had is that 
the genuine links with burnt up 
grass was just what was wanted. 
Ironically just a f ew weeks prior 
to it I was worried because it was 
still pretty green." 

As ever Jimmy has some 
thoughtful views on the country's 
great links courses. 

"They should be treated like 
listed buildings and not tampered 
with. Ideally, on the Open venues 
play should be restricted and the 
clubs compensated. They are like 

pieces of antique furniture and 
should be treated as such." 

Since July's Championship 
much work has been done to 
return, particularly the spectator 
walkways and tented village area, 
to what it should be. 

"Because we had two dry sum-
mers in a row the sward wasn't a 
thick as it should be and the dam-
age was quite considerable on the 
walkways and the nine hole 
course but John Mallinson, of 
Ormskirk, who w e used after the 
last Open, has done a great job in 
repairing the areas." 

The recognition Jimmy has 
received reflects well on the 
entire greenkeeping profession 
and Neil Thomas, BIGGA's Execu-

tive Director paid tribute to him. 
"The Award is richly deserved 

and reflects a lifetime's commit-
ment to the greenkeeping profes-
sion. Many greenkeepers have 
worked with Jimmy and been 
trained by him over the years and 
a good many have gone on to 
manage their own golf courses 
having benefited greatly from the 
time spend with him. 

"As well as being a personal 
award it is pleasing to see the 
recognition of greenkeeping as a 
profession and today the profes-
sion offers excellent opportuni-
ties. This is in no small measure 
due to the efforts of the older 
generation such as Jimmy who 
has set standards and through the 
year's enhanced the status of 
greenkeeping and greenkeepers," 
said Neil. 

Jimmy's CV is the envy of most. 
He has been Head Greenkeeper at 
four Opens, four Senior Opens, 
been Deputy at another Open and 
has Ryder and Curtis Cups under 
his belt. He also helped to rebuild 
the nine hole course at his home 
in Traigh in the West Highlands. 

"The first congratulatory fax 
came from Traigh. I was chuffed 
by that," said Jimmy. 

J i m m y , f o u r t h f r o m r igh t , a n d his t e a m 

A zero phosphate feed 
and turf conditioner 

A mini-granular true compound 
fertilizer with a 4:0:8 analysis 
Contains 4% Iron, 2% Magnesium and 
Seaweed Extract 
Contains 7.5% Sulphur which can help 
in controlling the soil pH 
Low application rate (35 g/sq. m) for use 
on fine turf and other amenity areas 
For all year round use - early spring 
programme, cosmetic use in season, 
late autumn application 

'Longlife' and 'Invigorator' are trade marks of Miracle Garden Care Ltd. 

MIRACLE 
PROFESSIONAL 

INVIGORÌ 
FOR AMENIT 

MIRACLE 
PROFESSIONAL 

Salisbury House. Weyside Park. Catteshal! Lane. 
Godalming, Surrey GU71XE. Tel: (0990) 301010. 

Pvt of Miracle Garden Can IM. 

G R E E N K E E P E R I N T E R N A T I O N A L February 1997 3 9 



BARCROWN 
King of the Greens 

We may be biased but we 
believe that our Bar 2 mixture is 
rightly regarded as the very best 
for golf and bowls greens. 

The major reason is that it 
contains Barcrown, 
the outstanding 
slender creeping 
red fescue 
coupled with the 
brown top bents 
Heriot and Bardot. 
Barcrown is tolerant to close 
mowing, has good shoot density 
and disease resistance - there's 
nothing else like it. 

As with all Barenbrug 
mixtures, it contains varieties 
consistently rated in the top 
banding of the STRI Turfgrass 
Seed booklets. 

BARENBRUG 
Great in Grass 

Tel: (01359) 270766 Fax: (01359) 271021 

VRE STEP 
THE GOLF COURSE PATHWAY SOLUTION 

A F T E R 
SEE HOW YOU CAN TRANSFORM YOUR GOLF COURSE! 

SURE STEP is a patented sand filled synthetic carpet system which provides a 
tough pathway surface, while maintaining a natural green sward appearance. 

T h e Way To Combat Ground Erosion 
To request your product information pack please contact: 
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Also suppliers of: Synthetic Golf Mats, Golf Course Driving Platform, 
Synthetic Golf Putting/Pitching Greens. 

DURA-SPORT LTD, UNIT 12, CORNWALL BUSINESS CENTRE, CORNWALL ROAD, 

SOUTH WK3STON. LEICESTERSHREIE18 4XH TELEPHONE 0116 277 0899 FAX 0116 277 0433. 

Sure Step is protected by VHAf Patent No. 0174755 

BRINGS YOUR 
SOIL BACK TO 

NATURALLY 

Healthy grass, trees and plants need a 
healthy soil. So you need ALS Premier 
Bio-Organic Fertilisers. 

Containing essential long-lasting micro-
organisms and trace elements ALS Premier 
Bio-Organic Fertilisers promote stronger 
root development and greater resistance 
to disease. 

ALS Premier Bio-Organics. The natural 
solution to your turf care and soil problems. 

n o l e a c h i n g ! 

Amenity Land Services, 
Long Lane, Wedington, Telford, Shropshire TF6 6HA 

Tel: 01952 641949 Fax: 01952 247369 

spreader 


