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OUR QUALITY Is ON COURSE

No one can accuse John Deere of standing
still. Since 1995, we've added 8 quality
machines to our line. Another strong state-
ment about our commitment to your busi-
ness. New this year are the Turf Gator and
220A Walk-Behind Greens Mower.

The Turf Gator’s unique combination of
toughness and quietness make it perfect for
the golf course. Toughness comes from uni-
body construction and one-piece forged
axles. Quietness comes from a large volume
silencer, internal sound absorbing mate-
rial, and golf-car-style transmission.

The 220A is the latest addition to John
Deere’s quality line of walk-behind greens
mowers. 220A improvements include an iso-
lation-mounted engine for reduced vibration,
improved operator-presence safety system,
and an easier-filling grass box design.

Add superior parts support and our
existing line of quality mowers, tractors,
aerators, root zone injectors and utility
vehicles and you see why John Deere is the
fastest growing golf and turf equipment

name in the world. Talk with us soon
for a first-hand look.

NOTHING RUNS LIKE A DEERE

John Deere Ltd., Harby Road, Langar, Nottingham NG 13 9HT, Telephone 01949 863299 (answerphone)
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Another great
week at BTME

Now it’s just a memory —
but what a memory! The
BTME 97 recorded a 27%
increase in attendance with
almost 5,500 delegates

representing 17 nationalities heading for Harrogate. All the
news and pictures from the big event are here...
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Greenkeeper Education and Development Fund

The Fund provides the key to the future for greenkeeper, golf club
Individuais and the Golden Key Circle

and Silver Key Circle. For details, contact BIGGA on 01347 838581,

GOLDEN KEY CIRCLE COMPANY MEMBERS:
Amazone Ground Care + Bailey's of Norfolk + Hardi Ltd + Hayter Ltd
» Jacobsen E-Z-Go Textron « John Deere Ltd « Kubota UK Ltd

companies can join

mternationdl
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Use the post-paid
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further
information on
the products and
services
advertised in this
issue. Just state
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Ref numbers, post the card to us
and we'll arrange for further
information to be sent to you
direct.
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a quick reference guide

Ad Ref Page
Allman & Co 506 8
ALS 408 40

.Pages 12-18

All Seasons Dressings 375 1
Bailey’s of Norfolk 538 43

INTERNATIONAL:

Based upon the
responses which |

monitor, | have to say
that the ‘Buyer’'s Guide’ is one of
the most cost effective ads
which | place. Hence,
Sovereign Turf is about
to be included for the

Ltd »
* Ocmis

UK Ltd » PGA Enop.-\ Tour * Ransomes
* Rhéne Poulenc Amenity + Rigby Taylor Ltd * Supaturf Products Ltd
* The Toro Company
SILVER KEY CIRCLE COMPANY MEMBERS:

fourth consecutive year

& Ch Ltd + H Patti

& Co Ltd * Rolawn Ltd + Sisis Equipment Ltd

Booking has already started for BTME 98 - for more details and an application form telephone 01347 838581 BIGGA HQ on 01347 838581.

.
BIGGA - STEVE WILLIAMS,
GOLDEN KEY Soveraign Turf Ltd
n and SILVER KEY FOR MORE DETAILS CALL:
Lid * Hep CIRCLES J McEvoy, A

orJd P: at
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Perfection
IS just down
the road...

w«~|l that's it for another
year. BTME has come
and gone and, judging by the
number of congratulatory
messages from delegates and
exhibitors, all the hard work
leading up to Harrogate paid
oft.

l'hat’s extremely gratifying
because the preparation work
which, incidentally has
already begun for BTME 98,
takes up a great deal of time.
As you know when preparing
for Captain’s Day, giving time
to the small things as well as
the large makes all the differ
ence and that attention to
detail is noticed by the people
who matter

It was while at Harrogate
that I was told of this wonder
ful new golf course.

It sounds absolutely superb
and I'm tempted to get my
name down as quickly as pos
sible.

From what I've heard it’s
open 365 days a year, even
when there’s three feet of
snow. There's never any dis
ease on the course and the
greens never stimp at less than
10 - even in the winter

I'he Course Manager must
be some kind of magician
because he has fewer staff
than at my current club and
the capital expenditure budget
is just a fraction of ours but he
always seems to be able to
produce perfect results.

I gather he never needs to
hollow tine or vertidrain and
as for temporary greens... You
can forget them. Never strays
from the greens on which we
were intended to play — and
the holes are always perfectly
]Llllllx‘d

[ also believe the flower
beds around the clubhouse
rival Augusta National’s.

You never see greens staff on
the course but I'm told the club
never has to pay any overtime
So I don’t know when the
work gets done.

[t's also in line for a

Tour event sometime soon.

The whole place is some-
thing else. Outside, there’s a
dropping zone for your bag
and it appears on the first tee
with every club head gleaming
and groove clean while you
can see your face in your
highly polished shoes. They
even replace the spikes you
lost the round before.

Inside the clubhouse there
are saunas, jacuzzis, a swim-
ming pool and gym. There are
10 snooker tables while you
never pay more than £1.25 for
a pint.

Oh yes. There’s a team of
volunteers to drive your car
home for you if you've enjoyed
yourself too much at the din-
ner dance.

When I heard all this it
really whetted my appetite,
more so, when I learned that
the green fees are only £175
per year and there isn’t a join-
ing fee.

Obviously I wanted to meet
the Course Manager, who
speaks four languages and
dances like Fred Astaire, but I
was told he was back at the
club personally trimming all the
ladies’ tees with nail clippers.

The name of this club? Well
the guy at the bar referred to
it only as “The Club Down the
Road”.

Sound familiar?

Scott
MacCallum

Editor
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Aslseeit...

BY PAT MURPHY
BIGGA CHAIRMAN

t gives me great

pleasure to be
writing my first
column as Chairman.

I still remember
receiving the call
from Dean Cleaver
just over a year ago
asking if | would be
his Vice Chairman.
You could have
knocked me down
with a feather. The
prospect of having
the honour of being
BIGGA’s National
Chairman in the
year of the
Association’s 10th
anniversary soon
began to dawn on
me. And now that day has arrived.

May | start by paying tribute to the magnificent work of
Dean and Barry Heaney, who was last year’s Past
Chairman. Both are wonderful ambassadors for the
Association and | have two great examples to follow.

My year has already actually started. There’s no time to
ease your way gently into the post in this job!

BTME was an outstanding success and | was
overwhelmed by the warmth and sincerity of the
congratulations | received from everyone. It makes you
proud to be associated with such an industry.

| don’t think we could have a better place for our
annual get together than Harrogate, the atmosphere is
very special and I'm sure BTME at Harrogate will go on
getting better and better.

I'd like to thank the BIGGA staff for all their hard work
during BTME. It's an occasion which highlights what a
wonderful job they do for us.

BIGGA has certainly come a long way in the last 10
years and under Neil Thomas’ guidance the Association
is now only second behind the GCSAA in terms of
membership. The importance of the Association and of
BTME can be seen by the number of overseas visitors we
had this year. | believe we had 17 different nationalities

.represented and in some cases large delegations

attended.

| mentioned the GCSAA and I’'m looking forward to
going to Las Vegas this month for their exhibition and
show where no doubt | will meet up with our five
American Master Greenkeepers who do such a great job
in promoting BIGGA.

As | look further ahead I’'m looking forward to having
the opportunity to meet many of your personally up and
down the country.

Before | close | must mention the one disappointing
element of BTME. It was the unfortunate duty of the
Board on the final day to sit on disciplinary matters
concerning two of our members. We must always be
aware of the duty we have to our fellow members and the
Association and behave in a

professional manner. Remember

it is possible to enjoy yourselves ﬂ/
and present the right impression

at the same time.




Applications are invited from
members to join BIGGAs Green-
keeping Support team for the
1997 Open Championship at
Royal Troon GC.

Those wishing to be considered
must be Full members of the
Association and should be avail-
able from Wednesday evening
July 16 to Sunday evening July
20. The opportunity to take part
in one of the most important golf
events of the year is open both to
team members from previous
years and also those members
who are wishing to participate for
the first time.

Duties will be allocated on a
rota basis over the four days of

play and include early morning
course preparation, bunker raking
while matches are in play and
evening course maintenance.
Members may also be also asked
to co-operate with the gathering
of information for distribution in
the Press Centre which helps raise
the profile of the Association at
the Championship. All members
of the Support Team will be
expected to remain on the course
throughout the day and be avail-
able in the event of any unfore-
seen circumstances arising.
Accommodation, all meals and
transport will be provided by the
Association but successful appli-
cants will be expected to pay their

Open invitation to
BIGGA members

own travelling expenses from
home to the Championship and
return.

Those members wishing to be
involved should put their names
forward in writing to John Pem-
berton, Administration Manager,
at BIGGA HQ, Aldwark Manor,
Aldwark, Alne, York YO6 2NE to
be received no later than March
14.

All candidates’ names will then
be placed into a draw to select
the successful applicants. If you
have not been to this event before
in this capacity and wish to learn
more about what will be expected
please do not hesitate to contact
John. Tel: 01347 838581.

Dampener
on bird box
success

Steve Thompson, of John
O’Gaunt GC, has some bitter
sweet news about the success
of the bird box he put up in
association with the Hawk
and Owl Trust of the golf
course - see June ‘96 Green-
keeper International.

The box has been used but
when it was checked by a
member of the Hawk and Owl
Trust the bodies of two barn
owl chicks were found and
there was no sign of the adult.

“It’s great to know that the
box was being used but sad
that the chicks had died and
that something had obviously
happened to the adult,” said
Steve. “It appeared as though
the chicks were about six
weeks old,” he added.

Incredibly another discov-
ery in the box was a golf ball
buried in among the pellets.

“I knew that the box had
been hit a few times by golf
balls but it’s quite incredible
that one actually found its
way inside. It’s unlikely that it
had caused the deaths as it
had obviously been there for
some time.”

A kestrel box has also been
put up at John O’Gaunt - it is
a different shape from the
one used by the barn owls -
but there has been no sign of
kestrel activity to date.

Peter Bell, G

ing ah ‘tobmdorcnstmrbau

Jacobsen set to
take over Iseki
franchise in UK

Jacobsen UK Ltd and Massey Fer-
guson have completed negotia-
tions under which the Iseki
franchise for the UK will be
transferred from MF to Jacobsen.

In a joint statement, the two
companies said that under the
MF umbrella, the Iseki business
had earned a leading position
as one of the top three suppliers
of specialist grounds mainte-
nance in the sector of the mar-
ket up to 40hp. Now,
complemented by Jacobsen’s
extensive range of high quality

turf maintenance equipment,
the new arrangement will pro-
vide a broader customer base to
ensure continued growth and
offer users one of the widest
choices of top quality products
from a single supplier in the UK
market.

Massey Ferguson will con-
tinue to serve the local author-
ity and grounds maintenance
markets with tractors over 40hp
from its mainstream ranges
available from the nationwide
MF agricultural dealer network.

Association
welcomes
new staff

There were two new faces at
BIGGA Headquarters at the
beginning of 1997, Karen
Conroy, who is Neil Thomas'
new PA, and Tony Cocker,
who joins the Association as
a part time Accounts
Assistant.
Karen is from
Harrogate and
joins BIGGA
from Leeds-
based
company On

Demand
Information, a supplier of
Multi Media information.

A relatively new convert to
the game of golf she has
been playing for 12 months
and like a great many others
insists she has “more
enthusiasm than ability”. Her
love of the game of golf was
one of the main reasons she
was delighted to join the
Association as was her
desire to move away from the
large, impersonal type of
working environment.

“In the short time I've been
at Aldwark Manor | have
found it extremely easy to fit
in and I'm looking forward to
along and enjoyable career
with BIGGA," said Karen,
who fills the vacancy left by
Vickie Peckham who left the
Association late last year.
_—— Tony is a fully
" qualified
| accountant and

retired from his

full time

position of
Company
Secretary and Accountant for
York & County Press last
year. Born a Lancastrian he
has lived in York since 1979
but would vehemently reject
any “Honorary Yorkshireman”
status.

A keen footballer and
cricketer in his youth he once
scored an own goal past a
legendary England amateur
goalkeeper who never spoke
to him again while he has
also played cricket on the
Test Ground of Old Trafford
for North Lancashire Schools.
While no longer playing he is
still a keen follower of
Blackburn Rovers and
Lancashire CCC.

Other hobbies include an
interest in railways and stamp
collecting.
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not a blast from the past,

more a glimpse of the future

Leatherjackets can cause massive damage to fine turf. That's why you need a
pesticide you know you can rely on.

Crossfire was one such product and now it's back and and re-invented for the
new millennium.

Its special new formulation is super-concentrated for maximum effect to ensure
rapid and reliable control of leatherjackets and frit fly at low doses, stopping
serious damage before it starts.

Safe for use on any turf type, there’'s only one sure way to deal with
leatherjackets - Crossfire 480 - it's back from the future.

&

FYFIELD ROAD, ONGAR, ESSEX CMS OHW. TEL: 01277 301114 FAX: 01277 301119. %
CROSSFIRE 480 CONTAINS CHLORPYRIEOS. READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY. USE PESTICIOES SAFELY. _ i

C:ossﬁteisatrademarkotDowElanco"'v



Boost for environment competltlon

BIGGAs commitment to golf
course ecology and the environ-
ment has been further reinforced
by the launch of the BIGGA Golf
Environment Competition in asso-
ciation with Amazone and Rhéne
Poulenc Amenity, which was
announced at BTME 97.

The competition which was
originally conceived and launched
two years ago by Rod Baker, Man-
aging Director of Amazone,
encourages golf clubs to take an
active interest in ecology and pro-
mote the existence of the many
varieties of flora and fauna golf
courses are natural homes to. It
also encourages the reinstatement
and management of historical
aspects of golf courses, such as
wetlands, heath and natural
woodlands which provide habitat
for many of our wildlife species.

“I must pay tribute to the won-
derful initiative and commitment
shown by Rod Baker and his team
at Amazone in putting such a
valuable competition in motion
two years ago and [ feel sure that
Rhéne Poulenc Amenity’s involve-
ment and the expertise we have at
BIGGA will ensure that the com-
petition will go from strength to
strength,” said BIGGA's Executive
Director, Neil Thomas.

‘I am delighted that our initia-
tive in starting and developing the
Golf Environment Competition is
now to receive ‘industry’ support

Jonathan Hill, Rhéne Poulenc Amonlty's Market Development Manager; Rod
Baker, Managing Director of Amazone Ground Care and Neil Thomas, Executive
Director of BIGGA with entry forms for the competition

so that it can be maintained in
future years, and that the positive
involvement of Amazone Ground
Care is to continue. It was always
our intention that, having given
this unique competition a two
year track record we could invite
support of this calibre to ensure its
future,” said Rod Baker, Managing
Director of Amazone Ground Care.

“Rhone Poulenc Amenity is
delighted to be sponsoring this

competition which will encourage
and enhance the wildlife on many
of our golf courses. The careful
use of our products and golf
course management that encour-
ages wildlife do go hand in hand
and our involvement with this
competition fits well with the
understanding that pesticides are
an important tool in turf man-
agement,” said Jonathan Hill,
Rhone Poulenc Amenity’s Market

Development Manager.

This competition is a further
example of the commitment
shown by BIGGA to ecological and
environmental matters and comes
at the same time as the Association
launches its “Golf Course Ecology”
video which highlights some of the
wonderful projects currently under
way on Britain’s golf courses and
gives other golf clubs ideas on how
to promote good ecological prac-
tice on their own courses.

The BIGGA Golf Environment
Competition in association with
Amazone and Rhone Poulenc
Amenity, is open to every golf club
in the country. Entry forms will be
available from BIGGA Headquar-
ters and clubs will qualify for the
final via five regional finals -
South East, South West and South
Wales, Midlands, Northern and
Scotland.

There will be prizes for the
Regional winners while the win-
ning golf club nationally will
receive £5,000 to be put to use in
the further development of envi-
ronmental and ecological projects
on the golf course.

The current holder of the Ama-
zone Environmental Award is
Rudding Park GC, appropriately in
Harrogate where the new BIGGA
Golf Environment Competition in
association with Amazone and
Rhone Poulenc Amenity was
launched.

BIGGA and Toro launch new award

Britain’s Course Managers and
Head Greenkeepers have some-
thing new to aim for in ’97 with
the launch of The Toro Award for
Excellence in Greenkeeping.

The Award completes a unique
double for The Toro Company as
it already sponsors the Toro Stu-
dent of the Year Award and the
finals of both events will be held
together at Aldwark Manor in late
October.

The golf club of the winning
Course Manager or Head Green-
keeper will win a world renowned
Toro Greensmaster 3000 triple
greens mower while the individ-
ual winner will earn a two week
trip to the United States, taking in
the Golf Course Superintendent of
America Association Conference
and Show as well as a trip to visit
the Toro Company’s Headquarters
in Minneapolis and Riverside, Cal-
ifornia.

“To have one sponsor for both
of BIGGA's top individual green-
keeping awards seems to make
perfect sense and for that com-
pany to be Toro is a major boost
for the greenkeeping industry. I

am sure that The Toro Award for
Excellence in Greenkeeping will
be a target for many of the top
greenkeepers and golf clubs in
the country,” said BIGGA's Execu-
tive Director, Neil Thomas.

“We are delighted to increase
our commitment to BIGGA and
the  greenkeeping  industry
through The Toro Award for
Excellence in  Greenkeeping
which, combined with the Toro
Student Greenkeeper of the Year,
gives the Toro Company the two
most prestigious awards for
greenkeepers in the country. It is
also a further example of Toro’s
long term commitment to the
development and education of the
industry,” said Bob Buckingham,
Toro’s European Sales Manager.

“l am delighted that the
involvement which Lely has had
in the shape of the Student of the
Year Award has increased with
the addition of The Toro Award
for Excellence in Greenkeeping to
Toro’s portfolio. I have noticed a
steady increase in the standard of
the Student finals and am sure
the ever improving greenkeeping

Graham Dalo. loﬂ. Managing Director of Lely, Neil Thomas, Executive Director of

BIGGA and Bob Buckingh Toro's E:

Sales M. with the

magnificent prize on offer

standards generally will see the
quality of The Toro Award for
Excellence in Greenkeeping finals
rise steadily as well,” said Gra-

ham Dale, Managing Director of

Lely, Toro’s UK distributor, and a

man who has, and will continue
to be heavily involved in the judg-
ing of the finals.

Brochures and nomination
forms will be sent out to golf
courses in February and March.
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Pattissons own brand of aerosol line
marking paint especially designed for
use on Golf Courses can be obtained
in red, yellow, blue and white. Also
available in the Premecer Line
range are two and four wheel
applicators and a hand

held applicator, for easy to use
applicating with minimum mess
and maximum effect.

S
Pattisson

Established 1896

H. Pattisson & Co. Ltd.

:u/:/:[i;‘:: v/' g/uulit:/ (_'/'L‘Z/_Cvuu::: \jlt'iltii/;[lzjl since 18906

Sales Desk

01582-597262

342, Selbourne Road, Luton, Bedfordshire, LU4 8NU

AD
REF
504

THEGROWING ADVANTAGEOFALLMAN

Sprayers for greens
and the whole
course  ({

Wherever a sprayer is required take the Allman
advantage. We specialise in sprayers, and there are
tractor mounted, knapsack and pedestrian units
available for every task from turf care to roses. We're
British based, have a national spare parts and service
commitment and can offer a specification to match any
capital or equipment budget.

Tractor mounted » De-mountable (illustrated) « Knapsack »
» Pedestrian barrow sprayers » Mistblowers

AALLMAN

E Allman & Company Ltd,Birdham Road, Chichester,
West Sussex, PO20 7BT Telephone 01243 512511 Fax 01243 511171

THEGROWING ADVANTAGEOFALLMAN
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WHAT’S BIG,
SPRAYS IN THE
WIND AND
COMES OUT AT
NIGHT...

LRI
LLCCTLILITTLY The

A WEED FREE PRODUCTION

USE READER REPLY SERVICE

AD

REF

Hoofmark (UK) Ltd

Importers and distributors of the

GOLPLA

GRASS PAVING SYSTEM

giving over 90% grass coverage to car parks,
access roads, footpaths etc.

The patented INTERLOCKING systems offers lateral
restraint in addition to control of line and level, whilst
ground pins are available to permit use on gradients and
for slope stabilisation.

High load bearing capacity — 100% recycled HDPE.
Telephone: 0191 3888 494
Fax: 0191 3882 167

E-mail: hoofmark_ukitd@compuserve.com
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Three more
Golden Key
sponsors
join Fund

BTME 97 saw three new com-
panies joining BIGGA as
Golden Key sponsors.

Amazone Ground Care, the
PGA European Tour and Bai-
ley’s of Norfolk received their
Golden Key plaques from the
Association’s President, Vis-
count Whitelaw, at the Chair-
man’s Lunch held in the
Majestic Hotel, Harrogate, on
the Wednesday of BTME
| week.

“We are delighted to wel-
come Amazone Ground Care,
the PGA European Tour and
Bailey’s of Norfolk as Golden
Key sponsors. The future of
the Education and Develop-
ment Fund, which is such a
vital component in the educa-
tion of greenkeepers, is
assured thanks to the gener-
ous contributions of our new
and existing Golden and Silver

| Key sponsors,” said BIGGA's

Executive  Director  Neil
Thomas.

Another company which

received its plaque from Vis-
count Whitelaw was John
| Deere, which became a
Golden Key sponsor during
| 1996.

| Amazone Ground Care, the
PGA European Tour and Bai-
ley’s of Norfolk join the other
14 Golden and six Silver Key
SpPOnsors.

Cut above the rest

The second Great BIGGA Bunker
Competition at The Open Cham-
pionship at Royal Lytham and St
Annes in the summer was won by
Patricia Davies, of The Times, who
was presented with her superb
prize, a Hayter Harrier lawn
mower, at The Belfry just before
Christmas.

The media competition
involved estimating how many
bunkers would be found by play-
ers during the Championship —
with the data collected by the
BIGGA Greenkeeping Support
Team. A member of the team is
assigned to every match and rakes
all the bunkers found by players,
thus ensuring professionally raked
sand and minimal delay in play.

The genuine winner of the com-
petition should perhaps have been
the course itself because, no
doubt influenced by the winning
number of 701 at St Andrews the
year before, everyone was woe-
fully short in his or her prediction.

BIGGA flies the flag at
conference in Portugal

In December BIGGA was repre-
sented by Chairman Dean Cleaver
and Administration Manager John
Pemberton at the 1996 PGA Euro-
pean Tour biennial Greenkeeper
Conference held at The Meridian
Penina Golf Hotel, Portugal.
Headed by John Paramor and
Richard Stillwell and jointly spon-
sored by Ransomes and Levington
Horticulture, the conference
brought together Course Man-
agers from most of the leading
European courses as well as dele-
gates from as far away as Aus-
tralia and Dubai.

During the week long event
talks were presented on a wide
range of topics including Health
and Safety by Jon Allbutt; The
Rules of Golf, by PGA European
Tour Tournament Director, Andy
McFee; Rebuilding the Henry Cot-

ton designed Penina course by
agronomist, George Shiels; the
Golf Professional’s course expecta-
tions by former European number
one, Ronan Rafferty, as well as
presentations by the sponsors.

As with most events of its kind
the conference also gave partici-
pants the opportunity to make new
acquaintances, renew friendships,
as well as exchange experiences
and ideas. BIGGA Student of the
Year runners-up John Bachelor and
Noel Greene were particularly
active in soaking up as much
knowledge as possible in the pres-
ence of such high profile company:

“The conference proved to be
an invaluable opportunity to dis-
cuss current greenkeeping issues
as well as strengthen relationships
between the PGA European Tour
and BIGGA” said John Pemberton.

Patricia’s estimate of 1113 was the
highest among those who
entered, although still well short
of the final figure of 1618 bunkers
found by players during the
Championship.

The Great BIGGA Bunker Com-

petition will take place for the
third year at Royal Troon in July
when the BIGGA Greenkeeping
Support Team will again be
action. The 50 strong team not
only rakes the bunkers but assists
the home club’s greenkeeping
staff with the general day to day
preparation of the golf course and
also collects interesting on-course
news snippets for circulation in
the Media Centre.
M The picture shows Patricia
Davies being presented with the
Hayter Harrier lawn mower, val-
ued at over £650, by Kim Macfie,
left, Sales and Marketing Director
of Hayter. Greenkeeper Interna-
tional Editor Scott MacCallum
looks on.

Make a
date for
the best in
the west

There’s lots to see, lots to
try, much to learn and
friends to meet. A
combination hard to beat
in the west country. On
April 30, at Long Ashton
GC, Westurf will provide all
this free just for you.. So
don’t miss out of the very
best in the west.

Westurf is the first
outdoor exhibition of the
year where you can see
every type of turf care
machinery demonstrated
on an area which includes
fine and outfield turf. The
products and accessories
on show will cover your
every need from seed to
turf fertilisers to top
dressers, tools to
irrigation.

You are sure of a
welcome on the BIGGA
stand, and you can enter
the competitions. Come in
and talk to staff and your
Regional Board. You can
get advice from the
experts on insurance and
legal matters, and if it is
education you need advice
on, all the Region’s
colleges will be there to
talk too. Westurf is for you.
Make that note in your
diary — April 30.

(mis|adventures of Gordon the Greenkeeper
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Greenkeeper Members call the STRESS HELPLINE
for FREE advice: 01206 871614

Yet another benefit of
BIGGA membership
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YOU SAY

Send your letters to The Editor, Greenkeeper
Int tional, Aldwark Manor, Aldwark, Alne,
York YO6 2NF or fax them on 01347 838864.
E-mail: general@bigga.co.uk

My first trip to BTME
will not be my last

| felt | must write and congratulate all involved with the BIGGA Turf Man-
agement Exhibition and Seminar programme. | am ashamed to say that
this was my first visit but it certainly will not be my last. Unfortunately
Martin Gunn (Course Manager) and | could only stay for two days. Martin
because of a construction programme and myself as my own business
does need me occasionally.

The event is run on the most professional lines and the lectures |
attended were extremely well presented and very interesting. Having sat
through lectures presented by American, European and British lecturers it
was fascinating to realise that we all seem to agree on what is best for
British golf courses. All we have to do now is to educate the golfer.

Over the seven years | have been involved in Golf Course Management,
Martin and | have visited many clubs and spoken to green staff all over the
British Isles. It has always been worthwhile and | have always been shown
great courtesy and patience. Our visit to Harrogate gave us the opportunity
to renew old friendships and to make new ones. We learnt as much in the
bar and over the dinner table as in the Seminar.

If only club golfers appreciated the asset they have in their greenstaff. |
am always impressed with the dedication and professionalism of the peo-
ple responsible for our golf courses. They deserve all the support they now
receive from enlightened golfers.

Malcolm Peake, Chairman of Green, Temple Golf Club

Chest a minute. ..

It is of the utmost importance that an esteemed organ such as Green-
keeper International takes an active role in making its readership aware of
Health and Safety matters and the magazine should be applauded for the
considerable effort taken to highlight such issues.

Unfortunately one area seems to have been completely missed. Using
the photographic evidence in both the magazine and the 10th anniversary
calendar, it seems that a combination of exposure to Longlife Fertiliser
combined with paint and a strong light renders parts of the body tempo-
rary invisible. This must have been embarrassing for the model, although
as the invisibility seems to be very localised ie in the chest area use of a
warm vest should suffice until her nipples reappear.

The question that needs answering is what does the aforesaid combina-
tion of elements do the male anatomy? Am | to be doomed to a life of
worry in case one limb disappears half way through a presentation to my
committee? If two limbs disappear, am | to expect them to reappear one at
a time, or are they like buses and travel in pairs? When they return will
they be on the correct side and be pointing in the same direction? | am
sure that you will agree that this is an area of great concern.

| plead with you to continue the magazine’s crusading approach in
order to bring sufficient pressure to bear on the manufacturers of either
the paint or the fertiliser to research all possible side effects. Secondly,
could | suggest that the young lady in the photograph to be contacted and
invited, as my guest, to the first of Kent Section’s golf days. | am sure that
the extra large turnout would enable us to collect a considerable amount of
money towards a disability fund for her.

Richard Page, Shortlands GC, Bromley

A job well done

I would like to direct this correspondence to the entire BIGGA staff and the
general membership.

Our most recent visit to the BTME was to date the best conference |
have ever attended due to two factors. Number one was the manner in
which the staff attended to every detail in its planning and the follow
through. You are all to be congratulated on a job well done. Second is the
fellowship among the membership and the fellowship among the mem-
bership and the relationship one feels between the organisation and other
greenkeepers.

Each year, since my first BIGGA conference in Ayr, Scotland, | return to
the States anxious to spread the word of what wonderful colleagues we
have overseas in the golf industry and how welcome they make you feel in
their country.

A very special thanks to Barry Heaney, Dean Cleaver and Patrick Mur-
phy, who, as did the BIGGA staff, went out of their way to make my wife's
visit an extremely enjoyable one also.

A most sincere thank you, one and all, for your hospitality and friend-
ship.

Bill Montague, MG, Oakwood Club, Cleveland, Ohio

Help me out of a hole

| am a third year Golf Course Management student at Cannington College
and for my major assignment this year | am studying bunker placement
and design. | would greatly appreciate any information relating to the sub-
ject and examples (sketches, description, planner etc) or exceptional and
different bunkering and bunkers. This would include those which are con-
sidered to have been placed fairly or unfairly, those which have been
removed and why and why new bunkers have been introduced to a
course.

The help of any greenkeeper who has been involved in such work would
be of great benefit to me.
Paul Bawden, 12 Ruth Close, Stanmore, Middlesex HA7 1HQ
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What a majestic
week in Harro-
gate! Or was it a week
in the Majestic? I sup-

tion with Committees’ workshop during the Learning Experience

Update

the video and question
BIGGA staff, Bob Taylor,
from STRI, and Roger
Greenwood, from Good-
wood Productions. The

pose the answer is
both. The Learning BY KEN feedback so far has been
Experience goes from RICHARDSON excellent and if you have

strength to strength
and, thanks to the continued support of
Ransomes, we are able to offer delegates an
entertaining and educational week.

It would not be possible to list all that
happened during the week but I have tried
to highlight some of the more memorable
events that took place. More than 150 dele-
gates and 14 speakers from five different
countries made sure that the Education
Conference was a success.

It was pleasing to see that the majority of
delegates were still in their seats, late on
Tuesday afternoon to watch Dr Paul Miller
use a computer generated slide show to
show how Elmwood College had conducted
the rootzone testing for their new golf
course and to hear Dr Marty Petrovic, from
Cornell University, speaking about manag-
ing compaction. Thank you to all speakers
at the conference who made sure that the
week started off so well. More than 70
greenkeepers were taking part in four
workshops while the conference took place.
From the feedback that we received, I know
that everyone enjoyed themselves, even
though some people had sore brains at the
end of each day. Thank you to all speakers
at the Workshops.

A special event took place on Tuesday
evening when the Toro Company held a
reunion dinner for all past winners and
runners-up of the Student of the Year Com-
petition. This was a most enjoyable event
and it was pleasing to see so many old faces
and catch up on what had happened over
the seven years since the Competition
started.

Tuesday saw us move the Learning Expe-
rience to the International Centre and the
Kings Suite for the Seminar Programme.
The seminar programme was varied and
the talks were delivered most profession-
ally. The compactness of the Kings Suite
compared to the Royal Hall ensured that all
speakers could guarantee a responsive
audience who gave a lot of feedback.

The launch of the new BIGGA video, Golf
Course Ecology, took place on Wednesday
afternoon with more than 20 members of
the Press being given a chance to preview

not yet obtained your copy,
they are available from BIGGA HQ priced at
£9.99 to members and £19.99 to non-mem-
bers. The Press Conference also saw the
launch of the BIGGA Golf Course Environ-
ment Competition, in association with
Amazone and Rhone Poulenc Amenity
Care. This competition, which has been
very successfully run by Amazone for two
years should be even more successful in the
future. Almost 60 people asked for applica-
tion forms, during Harrogate week. Further
details will be sent to golf clubs and appear
in this magazine next month.

Another new competition was launched
at BTME. The Toro Award for Excellence in
Greenkeeping joins the Toro Student of the
Year Award as a major competition in
BIGGA's calendar. This new competition
which aims to reward the winning green-
keeper and his/her golf club is designed to
recognise that greenkeeping excellence can
only be achieved if clubs and greenkeepers
work together. Prizes reflect this with the
winning Head Greenkeeper/ Course Man-
ager attending the GCSAA conference and
show in California, in 1998 and visiting the
two Toro factories and the winning club
receiving a Toro Greensmaster Triplex Ride
on Mower. Watch out for more details in
this magazine in the very near future.

Finally, I am starting to plan the Learning

Experience for January 1998. If you know
of any speaker or would like a particular
subject covered then please let me know.
M The next Master Greenkeeper examina-
tion will take place on March 20-21. Any-
one wishing to sit the examination should
contact Ken Richardson at BIGGA HQ.
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