
So trustworthy, 
you could call it Fido 

Over t h e l a s t f i f t e e n y e a r s , 

g reenkeepers a n d g r o u n d s m e n have 

come t o rely on g o o d o ld S u p e r 

M o s s t o x . 

A lways e f f e c t i v e a n d rel iable, S u p e r 

M o s s t o x j u s t g e t s s t r a i g h t on w i t h 

t h e j o b o f c o n t r o l l i n g m o s s - on f i ne 

t u r f o r ha rd s u r f a c e a reas . 

A n d i t ' s j u s t a s g o o d t o d a y a s i t ' s 

a lways been. S o when m o s s m a k e s 

l e t you down. 

an unwe lcome c o m e b a c k , j u s t 

remember f a i t h f u l o ld Fido. I t w o n ' t 

DISTRIBUTED BY; 
Banbridge, Co. Down 
James Coburn & Sons Ltd. 
Tel: 018206 62207 
Birmingham 
E.T. Breakwell Ltd. 
Tel: 0121 733 3344 
Bournemouth 
Roffey Brothers Ltd. 
Tel: 01202 537777 

Bristol 
Avoncrop Amenity Products. 
Tel: 01934 820868 
Cheshire 
County Crops Ltd. (Amenity Division) 
Tel: 01925 758886 
Co. Dublin 
Unichem Ltd. 
Tel: 01 835 1499 
Colchester, Essex 
Kings Horticulture Ltd. 
Tel: 01787 223300 

Dublin 
Spray Chem Ltd. 
Tel: 01 830 9099 
Glasgow 
Richard Aitken (Seedsmen) Ltd. 
Tel: 0141 440 0033 
Home Counties 
Driving Force Leisure (Europe) Ltd. 
Tel: 01508 528828 
Sta-Brite Supplies Ltd. 
Tel: 01256 811811 

Kent 
Eden Park Ltd. 
Tel: 01795 471583 
Lancashire 
Gem Professional. 
Tel: 01254 393321 
Midlothian 
Stewart & Co. Seedsmen Ltd. 
Tel: 0131 663 6617 

Shropshire 
Amenity Land Services Ltd. 
Tel: 01952 641949 
Suffolk 
R.E. Rushbrook & Son. 
Tel: 01473 830273 
Yorkshire 
Aitken's Sportsturf Ltd. 
Tel: 01977 681155 AD 
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Rhone-Poulenc Environmental Products, Fyfield Road, Ongar, Essex CM5 OHW. Telephone 01277 301115 Fax 01277 301119 
SUPER MOSSTOX CONTAINS DICHL0R0PHEN. READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY. (MAFF 05339) 



Eric Hunter Grinders - Juno 36" at Taunton & Pickeridge Golf Club 

notched by a stud or similar for-
eign body. It is admitted that this 
may be extravagant but the view 
is that bottom blades are rela-
tively cheap, and a high priority 
at Celtic Manor is to maintain the 
'look good factor' in the belief 
that this equates to 'feel good' 
and leads to actually 'being good'. 

The club carries over £8,000 
worth of parts in stock but this is 
seen as an important insurance, 
and perhaps it relates to the past 
when the supply of parts was not 
good. Another perspective to this 
is that the club will soon have 
three courses and the building 
and perhaps some re-building of 
these places extra emphasis on 
the maintenance facility. At Celtic 
Manor, Cal insists that all cylin-
ders are installed accurately, thus 
bearings or bottom blade carrier 
are packed if and as required to 
ensure that each cylinder relates 
correctly to the carrier and bot-
tom knife - he commented upon 
how inaccurate this can be on 
supposedly new machines. 

Toro has now appointed Ted 
Hopkins of Wentloog in Gwent as 
dealer, he is both more active and 
more local to Celtic Manor than 
their previous Toro dealer. 

Taunton & Pickeridge Golf 
Club with a Eric Hunter 
Grinders' Juno 
Taunton bought a Juno grinder 
about two years ago because they 

found themselves with time to 
spare in the winter and the club 
considered it cost effective to buy 
a machine which would allow 
them to undertake their own 
maintenance and sharpening 
during the 'off' season. Taunton 
and Pickeridge is a private 18 
hole club built on clay overlying 
rock without drainage, and there-
fore it has times when the course 
has to be closed. 

The greenkeeping staff of five 
includes Head Greenkeeper 
Roger Bale, plus one part-timer 
who concentrates on cutting 
banks. Thus with time at a pre-
mium all greens and tees are cut 
using triples while a Ransomes 
Commander (5 gang) is used for 
the fairways. The Jacobsen Green 
King with hydraulic cylinder 
drive is back-lapped about once a 
month while tees and fairway 
mowers are not re-sharpened at 
all during the season. The even-
tuality of hitting a rock or other 
'hard' object has either not 
occurred or had not been consid-

REELMASTER! Now THERE'S AN EVEN WIDER CHOICE. 



ered, however, although to most 
people having to dismantle a cut-
ting unit is seen as taking time 
and being a great nuisance, in 
point of fact it seldom proves to 
be too much of a problem nor 
take too much time when the 
necessity occurs and the alterna-
tive is to send the machine away. 
New bottom blades are normally 
fitted each year during the 
annual overhaul. 

The Juno has proved to be 
extremely reliable and easy to 
use. It has been mainly used by 
one specific greenkeeper and he 
reported no problems in using 
the machine. Eric Hunter 
Grinders which provided the 
machine is proud of the training 
that they give new buyers and 
obviously this has been particu-
larly effective, up to two days is 
allowed, while telephone sup-
port is always available there 
after. One of the major reasons 
for selecting the Juno was that it 
was particularly price competi-
tive, furthermore one machine 

handles both cylinders and bot-
tom blades. However Roger said 
that by adding various options it 
was easy to upgrade the grinder, 
and he anticipated that the club 
would be upgrading the system, 
although at present he has no 
plans to change to in-situ or 
more frequent sharpening. Both 
in-situ and a hoist are available 
for the machine and can be 
retro fitted according to the 
makers. 

One comment that Roger made 
was that when the club first 
began to undertake its own 
resharpening it found 'all the 
problems' and how inaccurate 
past sharpening and aligning had 
been. This equates with the Eric 
Hunter's boast that his machines 
are exceptionally accurate and 
can produce cutting edges which 
can be set for a 0.002 inch 
(0.05mm) clearance. There is a 
large body of opinion that says 
cutting edges should never touch 
- a blade of grass is perhaps 0. 
2mm thick and can be cut cleanly 

by a mower with a clearance of 
up to 4 thou. (0.1mm). 

Other Golf Clubs 
Greenkeeper International also 
spoke to Paul Bishop, Course 
Manager at Manor House Golf 
and Country Club at Castle 
Combe, expecting to find a Char-
terhouse 'Easy-lap' back lapping 
machine. 

However Paul said that the 
machine had been stolen and has 
not been replaced but that since 
building the new greenkeepers' 
facility with its heightened secu-
rity the club has bought and 
installed Atterton & Ellis Express 
Dual and Anglemaster machines 
to maintain their mowers. Paul 
said he had found the Charter-
house machine effective and it 
made back-lapping very easy. 
Mowers were back lapped every 
two or three weeks, however he 
felt that a full grinding facility 
was more efficient and the objec-
tive will be to relief grind in win-
ter and to spin grind in-situ as 

necessary during the cutting sea-
son. The club has a full time 
mechanic. 

Ransomes since deciding to 
close its Supreme Mowing sub-
sidiary will be making parts and 
service available from head office 
at Ipswich. While ceasing to pro-
duce grinders Ransomes will still 
produce and market Super-lap 
and Ecolap machines. 

MY IDEAL HOLIDAY 
DESTINATION IS: 

"Wherever the venue is for the 
National Tournament" 

Steve Sullivan, Craigie Hill GC 

SO PRECISE, GRASS IS CUT DOWN TO 'ANY SIZE'. 
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TORO DISTRIBUTED BY LELY (UK) LIMITED, STATION ROAD, ST NEOTS, H U N T I N G D O N , 6 1 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE PE19 1QH TELEPHONE 01480 476971 FACSIMILE 01480 216167 

There's one performer on the course who can be counted 

on to turn in a matchless exhibition time after 

time. And that's a Toro Reelmaster®. 

Greenkeepers know they can rely on the 

2 3 0 0 - D or 2 6 0 0 - D , Toro's new 

dedicated tees mowers, to give a 

precision cut around bunkers, greens, 

tees, collars and approach areas. An excellent 

choice for intermediate roughs, tackling all kinds o 

grass and terrain, including 

early morning wet grass, they're ideal for 

sports fields too. The latest 2600-D offers 

a wider 85- inch cut for even greater 

productivity. 

All new in design, engine, drive, main-

frame and more, these mowers boast a 

Variable speed and backlapping controls, hydraulic reel system with variable speeds 

and come complete with backlapping for ease of maintenance. 

If you appreciate a precise cut, give us a call and 

we'll walk your course with you and recommend 

the best machine for your needs. 

You can trust Toro expertise and quality. 

Simply telephone 01480 476971 and we'll arrange Bringing perfection 

for a local dealer to contact you. to play. 



Understanding the role of the training providers 
Ken Richardson, BIGGA's 
Education Officer and David 
Golding, Education Director 
for the GTC, conclude this 
series of articles with 
questions and answers about 
training providers. 

1. What do you mean by 
Training Providers? 
In greenkeeper training, Training 
Providers are, in simple terms, 
any person, college or other 
organisation that provides train-
ing for greenkeepers. 

2. How many colleges are 
there? 
There are 28 colleges approved, 
by the GTC, to offer greenkeep-
ing courses at craft level with a 
reduced number approved to 
offer supervisory and manage-
ment training 

3. Where are the colleges? 
There are approved colleges in 
England, Scotland, Wales and in 
the North and South of Ireland. 
Full lists of approved colleges 
may be obtained from the GTC 
and BIGGA. Moreover, full col-
lege lists are printed in the June 
and December issues of Green-
keeper International, each year. 

4. What is meant by approved 
colleges? 
GTC approved colleges have to 
meet GTC criteria, including the 
setting up of an industry liaison 
committee, a commitment to pro-

vide N/SVQ courses and courses 
that cover the different sections 
of the GTC Training Manual. Col-
leges also offer a range of full 
time courses such as National 
Certificate and National Diploma, 
Higher National Certificate and 
Higher National Diploma. 

5. What other organisations 
offer greenkeeper training? 
BIGGA organises and runs GTC 
endorsed courses in Supervisory 
Management, both at its head-
quarters at Aldwark Manor and 
out in its regions. These courses 
include leadership, motivation, 
organisation, discipline, plan-
ning, budgeting and finance, 
health and safety, first aid, pesti-
cide application, oral and written 
presentation and employment 
law. BIGGA also organises a 
National Education Conference 

and Workshop programme, each 
January, and regional and section 
conferences and seminars. BIGGA 
also runs educational seminars 
during BTME. The Sports Turf 
Research Institute, based at Bing-
ley in west Yorkshire, offer 
courses in greenkeeping, both at 
their headquarters and by Open 
Learning. These courses are 
based on the contents of the 
greenkeeper training manual and 
can,- therefore, lead to the award 
of a recognised vocational qualifi-
cation. Managing agents, who 
work for local TECs and LECs, 
offer training in some parts of the 
country. However, check with the 
GTC, before enrolling with a 
managing agent. Many manufac-
turers and suppliers of horticul-
tural machinery and golf course 
equipment provide training 
courses 

6. Does that mean that I can 
become a trained 
greenkeeper without going to 
college? 
It all depends on your starting 
point. If you do not work or have 
ever worked on a golf course, 
then it would be very difficult to 
acquire the skills needed to be a 
greenkeeper. If, however, you are 
already working in greenkeeping 
and have acquired the practical 
skills, then it is possible to 
acquire the theoretical knowl-
edge by distance learning eg cor-
respondence course or from 
BIGGA conferences and seminars, 
books, videos and Greenkeeper 
International. 

7. Could my Head 
Greenkeeper become a 
training provider? 
Yes he/she could. In fact many 
Head Greenkeeper/Course Man-
agers conduct on-the-job training 
for all of their staff as part of an 
overall staff training scheme. Those 
Head Greenkeeper/Course Man-
agers who, hold an assessor qualifi-
cation can also assess their staff to 
National Standards and recom-
mend the award of a Nationally 
recognised qualification. 

9. How do I find out more 
information on greenkeeper 
training? 
Contact the GTC on 01347 
838640 or BIGGA on 01347 
838581 or contact your nearest 
approved college. 



ALAN SHEPARD PLAYED GOLF ON THE MOON 
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FENDRESS™ TURF TOP DRESSING BRITAIN'S NO. 1 

YOU CANT BEAT THE ORIGINAL 

FEN TURF DRESSINGS LTD 
ANGEL COURT, DAIRY YARD, HIGH STREET, 
MARKET HARBOROUGH 
T T?TPTi,C!TT?'DC!'UTDTP L,E16 7NL 

NOW AVAILABLE: 
• Fendress Regular 
• Fendress Superfine 
• Economy Top Dressing - for Tees and 

Approaches 
• Sand/Loam Top Dressing 
• Rootzone Mixes 
• Highest quality Screened East 

Anglian Fensoil 

Fine Screened Sedge Peat for 
Fairways 
Fine Screened Sandy Loam 
Kiln dried Sand and Washed Grit for 
Vertidraining 
Lime-free Silica Sands 
Bunker Sands - White - Cream -
Pink or Yellow, including 
Moneystone 

fendress Greentop™ soil-less top dressing now available 
telephone: 01858 464346/433003 Fax: 01858 434734 

YOUR ASSURANCE OF QUALITY AND SERVICE FROM THE PEOPLE WHO CARE 

Our newly-developed top quality grass variety is particularly suited to 
close mowing to give you the leading edge in preparing golf greens, 
tees, bowling greens and ornamental lawns. 

New Mocassin, a slender creeping red fescue, gives superb disease resistance 
and high shoot density for a close-knit, even-textured turf which leads to a true 
run of the ball. 

As part of our MM10 mixture, it offers fresh opportunities for variations in 
greens mixtures adding resilience to the turf. 

For free technical advice on how you can take the lead with new 
Mocassin and our MM10 mixture, or for your nearest distributor, call 
the Mommersteeg Main Line on 01480 459500. 
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Number one seed. 



THE B I G 
CLEAN UP Roland Taylor examines the 

problems autumn brings and 
looks at some of the solutions. 

It's time again for those autumn 

leaves to start to fall. They may 
inspire song writers and poets to 
pick up their pens, but for most of 
us it is a time consuming opera-
tion that seems never ending. 
How many times have you 
cleared away the previous nights 
fall, only to turn round and find 
that mother nature has played a 
cruel joke on you by depositing 
twice as many leaves over your 
cleared area? 

Do not despair, help is at hand 
in the form of a host of mechani-
cal aids. All are designed to make 
clearing up leaves and other gen-
eral debris as easy as possible. 

In the beginning there were 
rakes and brooms, then there 
were blowers. These come in all 
shapes and forms from hand held 
petrol powered unit to larger 
push and self-propelled models. A 
small unit is an effective replace-

ment for the traditional broom. It 
is far quicker, more efficient and 
less strenuous to use. A fan pro-
duces a strong blast of air to 
move leaves and other debris in 
whatever direction you require. 
This makes them ideal for all 
those awkward areas, such as 

under seats in gutters, ditches 
and among flower beds. By care-
ful manoeuvring the leaves can 
be blown into a heap, ready for 
collection. Most of the hand held 
units are easily converted into a 
suction model with a collection 
facility. This, however, is generally 

more suited for domestic use as 
the collecting bag is relatively 
small. 

Pedestrian and tractor-mounted 
blowers are ideally suited for use 
on large open spaces. These units 
produce a very powerful air flow 
and are available with a wide 
choice of engine sizes. Along with 
clearing leaves off the greens they 
will also remove dew. Some of the 
larger blowers have a suction and 
delivery hose attachment as an 
optional extra, to suck up leaves 
and deposit them into trailer or 
vehicle. 

Specifically designed truck 
loaders are now readily available. 
These units can be mounted on to 
a trailer or a vehicle's tail board. 
They make the loading of leaves 
and any other litter or rubbish 
fast and easy. 

Greenkeepers looking for a self-
contained leaf and litter collector 
will not be disappointed. There 
are plenty to choose from includ-
ing push, self-propelled and ride-
on models. With these machines 

ALTERNATIVE DECODERS BY TONICK WATERING 
Guaranteed Compatibility & 3 Year Warranty 

j t Long Life - designed to last for at least 10 years 

Competi t ive equivalents to Watermation, CIC, Wright Rain, Primetime & Robydome 

Guaranteed to work perfectly with your controller 

Stocked and fitted by nearly all independent irrigation installers 

Most makes of controllers serviced and repaired by Tonick 

Shake off those chains! - despite what controller manufacturers say, 
you are no longer tied to your original decoders. 

Specify Tonick for total peace of mind. 

Call us now for more information or for a list of local installers 
fit the best - fit TONICK 

Tonic^ C a t e r i n g 
Tel: 01903 262393 m u Fax: 01903 694500 

Associate Member of BTLIA 



Pop-ups lost 
their pop? 
Valves lost 
their verve? 

Controller lost 
control? 

ALL IS NOT LOST! 
For a realistic and commonsense 

solution to your irrigation problems 
- or an installation from scratch -

contact us now: 
Irrigation Systems & Equipment 
Oundle Road, Lutton, 
Peterborough PE8 5ND 
Phone/Fax: 01832 272450 

INCREDIBLE FOR WHAT THEY DO 

A D 
R E F 
5 2 5 

Articulators from LasTec offering the highest 
quality finish cut of any rotary mower at any price 

• Precise length • 
• Better grass distribution • 
• Better wet grass cutting • 

• Better lift • Less Compaction • 
And of course, No Scalping 

STRONGER • LIGHTER • TOUGHER • BETTER 

EVEN BETTER FOR WHAT THEYARE 

Court Lodge Farm, Forge Lane, East Farleigh 
Maidstone, Kent, ME15 OHQ, England. 

Tel: (01622) 728718 • Fax (01622) 728720 
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Greenmaster 
Autumn leaves the 

others behind 

Greenmaster® Autumn is a unique five-way fertilizer 
for perfect autumn performance on all fine turf. The 
lightweight, uniform, easy to see granule ensures 
even coverage. It quickly breaks down for maximum 
efficiency and minimal pick-up. 

• Provides 35kg/ha of potash to harden soft growth 
and prepare turf for winter. 

• Low nitrogen level will not encourage disease. 

• Balanced level of phosphate promotes root 
development and strengthens the sward. 

• Contains 6% iron for moss control and colour 
enhancement. 

• High sulphur, acidifying formula helps control 
soil pH. 

ALTOGETHER AN UNBEATABLE COMBINATION 

If you would like to know more please call our 
Technical Services Manager on 01473 830492 or 

contact your local Area Sales Manager: 
South - Chris Briggs 

Tel: 0378 603103 (mobile) or 01273 675966 
North - Roger Moore 

Tel: 0378 603052 (mobile) or 01382 710076 
Scotland - Craig McClymont 

Tel: 0378 603050 (mobile) or 01383 851007 

R e a d t h e l a b e l b e f o r e y o u b u y : u s e p e s t i c i d e s s a f e l y . A D 
GREENMASTER AUTUMN (6:5:10) contains 6% iron as ferrous sulphate. R E F 

GREENMASTER is a registered Trade Mark and THE LEVINGTON DIFFERENCE is a Trade Mark of 102 
Levington Horticulture Ltd. © Levington Horticulture Ltd 1996 

T h e o u t s i d e c u t t i n g d e c k s 
h a n d l e c h a n g e s in c o u t o u r 

o v e r 3 fee t h i g h . 



the bulk is reduced as it passes 
through the unit - this ensures 
the collecting system is used to its 
maximum. Wanderhoses are usu-
ally available as an optional extra. 
These enable the operator to clear 
awkward areas, drains, ditches 
and flower beds. 

It should not be forgotten that 
most rotary mowers will collect 
leaves off grassed areas and that 
for smaller tractors there are 
sweeping attachments available. 

In recent years we have seen 
the introduction of mulching and 
recycling mowers. The suppliers 
of this type of machine claim that 
the system will finely chop leaves 
and deposit them back into the 
earth. The effectiveness of this 
method will be dependent on the 
volume of leaves involved. Large 
amounts are going to be difficult 
to reduce to a level where they 
virtually disappear. However, 
recycling has its advantages. 

For areas of where the leaf fall 
is very large there are tractor-
mounted units. These fall into 

two categories; combination units 
and specific sweeping systems. 

The combination units are usu-
ally a flail mower that can be 
used for cutting light and heavy 
rough, adapted for scarifying, 
plus leaf and litter collection. A 
large hopper is fitted and this is 
often available with high-lift 
option. They can only be used on 
grass - this could be a disadvan-
tage where there are paths, road-
ways and car parks that have to 
be cleared. 

Sweepers are an alternative. 
These incorporate a rotary brush 
plus impeller that creates a vac-
uum to suck the leaves into the 
collector. As the material passes 
through the system it is shredded 

and reduced in volume by as 
much as 50 per cent - thus min-
imising the number of times the 
collector has to be emptied. Brush 
and suction heads are usually 
available in a choice of widths 
from 2 metre to 2.5 m. These are 
usually fully floating both verti-
cally and horizontally, which 
enables them to follow the 
ground contours closely. 

A wanderhose for clearing 
ditches, awkward areas and even 
emptying rubbish bins is available 
as an optional extra. 

Self-propelled ride-on sweepers 
are usually specifically designed 
for collecting general litter, as 
well as leaves. Generally the aver-
age golf course has insufficient 

work throughout the year to jus-
tify the cost of one these 
machines. 

Before making any choice of 
available equipment it is impor-
tant to determine exactly what 
problems are likely to be encoun-
tered. A large unit may look good 
on paper, but is its size going to 
limit the number of areas where it 
can be used, thus reducing its cost 
effectiveness. At this stage expert 
advice should be sought. It will 
probably be necessary to consider 
more than one type of appliance 
for your particular needs. There is 
nothing like seeing equipment in 
action, so an on-site demonstra-
tion is a sure way of finding out 
exactly what the machine's capa-
bilities are. 

If this autumn you find a mem-
ber of your staff leaning on a 
broom or rake, having just gath-
ered up a great pile of leaves, 
consider for a second - there is 
much better, easier and faster 
way of carrying out this opera-
tion. 
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Lindum are the ^ ^ 
landscape & sports 
turf specialists. 
StrathAyr BAyr Root 
washed turf for rapid 
establishment and rooting 
Lindum SquAyrs for 
instant use 
Re-inforced root zones 
for heavy traffic areas 
Netting re-inforcement 
for stabilising steep slopes 
Standard size or big rolls 

A 

Turf laying and 
agronomic services 

- : - - - -• - - - - - • 

Specialising in large 
landscape turfing contracts 

West Grange, Thorganby, 
York Y04 6DJ 

Tel 01904 448675 
Fax 01904 448713 

www.lindumturf.yorks.com/turf 



For details of your nearest Rhone-Poulenc distributor, call (01277) 301 116 



Tom Prendergast 

manages the Killamt 

Golf & Fishing Club 

where 100,000 

rounds are played on 

their two 18-whole 

courses. 

"We first started using John Deere 

equipment when we purchased 22 

Greens Mower before we hosted 

the Irish Open in 1991 and 1992. 

One of the big considerations for us 

was parts support. With a major 

tournament there is no time to wait. 

I can easily say that anytime a 

John Deere machine has gone 

down since then we've had it up and 

running again in 24 hours -

which is marvellous. 

A 2653 Utility Mower 

is the latest addition 

to the growing John 

Deere equipment fleet 

at Killarney. 

vice is crucial to a good product. 

And that's why our John Deere 

equipment fleet continues to grow. 

We've added a 1200 Bunker Rake, 

1800 Utility Vehicle and a 2653 

Utility Mower since. You have to 

present a good product to attract 

customers and our product is our 

golf course. The John Deere equip-

ment helps us keep our course in 

tip-top shape all the time so people 

will want to return." 

Talk with us soon about John 

Deere's entire line of golf and turf 

equipment. Like Tom Prendergast, 

we know you're going to like what 

you see. 

John Deere Ltd., 
Harby Road, Langar, 
Nottingham NG 13 9HT 
Telephone 01949 863299 
(answerphone) 

NOTHING RUNS LIKE A DEERE 


